H

University of
HUDDERSFIELD

University of Huddersfield Repository
Leonard, Sinead, Walsh, Jane C. and Kola, Susanna

The impact of a web-based educational intervention using positive message framing to promote the
acceptability of the human papilloma virus (HPV) vaccine in a female university sample

Original Citation

Leonard, Sinead, Walsh, Jane C. and Kola, Susanna (2010) The impact of a web-based educational
intervention using positive message framing to promote the acceptability of the human papilloma
virus (HPV) vaccine in a female university sample. In: 7th Annual Conference of the Division of
Health Psychology, PSI: Psychology, Health and Medicine, 15th — 17th September 2010, Queen's
University, Belfast. (Unpublished)

This version is available at http://eprints.hud.ac.uk/id/eprint/9755/

The University Repository is a digital collection of the research output of the
University, available on Open Access. Copyright and Moral Rights for the items
on this site are retained by the individual author and/or other copyright owners.
Users may access full items free of charge; copies of full text items generally
can be reproduced, displayed or performed and given to third parties in any
format or medium for personal research or study, educational or not-for-profit
purposes without prior permission or charge, provided:

* The authors, title and full bibliographic details is credited in any copy;
* A hyperlink and/or URL is included for the original metadata page; and
* The content is not changed in any way.

For more information, including our policy and submission procedure, please
contact the Repository Team at: E.mailbox@hud.ac.uk.

http://eprints.hud.ac.uk/



Navional University of Ireland, Galway

Sinéad Leonard, Dr Jane Walsh, Dr Susie Kola

Human Papillomavirus

Human papillomavirus (HPV), a sexually transmitted infection and the etiologic cause of genital warts and cervical cancer, is highly
pervasive In sexually active men and women (Soper, 2006). HPV strikes populations at low risk for other STls; 11-46% of female
university students are found to be infected with HPV (Koutsky, 1997). HPV infections usually occur in the early years of sexual activity
(late teens and early twenties) (IARC, 1995; Koutsky, 1997). Research has shown a lack of HPV knowledge and misperceptions about
susceptibility to contracting an ST1 among female university students, which influences their behaviours regarding cervical cancer

prevention (Ingledue, Cottrell & Bernard, 2004). The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s Advisory Committee on Immunization

(ACIP) has rolled out recommendations for vaccinating females aged 9 to 26 years (Kaiser Family Foundation, 2006). The ACIP also
recommends vaccination for sexually active females irrespective of a history of HPV infection or an abnormal Pap test as there appear to be
no adverse effects from vaccinating females already infected and because females having contracted one strain of HPV are susceptible to
other strains. Epidemiological data denotes that HPV Is synergistic where infection with one type of HPV strain increases the likelihood of
contracting another strain of the virus (Elbasha & Galvani, 2005). Determining the acceptability of the HPV vaccine Is important because
HPV is an STI that is not only detected in almost 100% of cervical cancers worldwide (Walboomers, Jacobs, Manos, et al, 1999) but strains
of the virus have also been linked to 70% of anal cancers and 70% of precancerous lesions of the penis (Kaiser Family Foundation, 2006).
Widespread acceptability of HPV vaccination is likely to have huge public health benefits (Garnett et al, in article by Giuseppe, 2008)

Message framing may be defined as
presenting equivalent information in terms
of either gains or losses (Gerend &
Sheperd, 2007). As vaccination iIs a health
preventative measure, a gain frameo
message should lead to greater acceptance
of the HPV vaccination. Education about
sexually transmitted diseases Is an effective
primary prevention tool for HPV infection
and cervical cancer (Lambert, 2001). HPV-
focused education may be more effective
than education about other sexually
transmitted infections (STIs) as individuals
have more experience with the
complications of HPV (i.e. abnormal cells
on the cervix) than other STIs (Shepherd et
al, 2000). Together message framing and
education provide an exciting means to
promote acceptance of the HPV vaccine.

Questionnaire developed that

Intervention

Implications

Objectives

Participants will be assigned to
one of three conditions:

«Cervical cancer focused
Intervention

e STI and cervical cancer focused
Intervention

*Healthy Eating (Control)

For additional information about this study, or if you wish to comment, please contact
Sinéad Leonard, Department of Psychology, National University Ireland, Galway. Email:
s.leonard1l@nuigalway.ie
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