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The studyemerged out of the UNICEF/Governments of the Eastern Caribbean Programme of Cooperation
20082011 and was a joint programming initiative (UNICEF/UNIFEM together with stakeholders from the
region) aimed at reducing sexual violence against aldrhe study was partially funded by the
Department for International Development (DfID) to support the inclusion of countries designated as
British Overseas Territory.
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Dominica Country Report

In addition to an overall project report, a report focusing on each of the participating countries is provided.
Country reports contain the same general information where it pertains to all countries, but in relation to
the results from focus groups andykénformant interviews, only countrgpecific findings are reported

since it was through this aspect of the study that views, concerns and challenges particular to Dominica

were revealed.
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CHAPTER ONE
Executive Summary

This Executive Summary provides an overview of some of the main findings of a study of Perceptions of,
Attitudes to, and Opinions on Child Sexual Abuse in the Eastern Caribbean carried out during 2008/9. A
brief outline of the social context and the reselhrmethods is provided and a regional overview of the key
themes to emerge from both quantitative and qualitative aspects of the study is presehlibdugh there

were some differences in relation to specific countries, and according to different variédije, gender,
socioeconomicstatus and so on) there were fewer differences than one might have expected and these
are not discussed in any detail hef®ata from the individual countries that participated in the study are
discussed in subsequent chaptesf the report.

BACKGROUND

Although there is extensive international research, few empirical studies of child sexual abuse have been
carried out in the Caribbean and there are no reliable data on the prevalence of child sexual abuse, or
indeed on attitusgks and perceptions of abuse across the regiStatistics are generally collected on
convictions for sexual offences involving children, however these figures do not include the numbers of
reported cases, they do not address the problem of uAdgrorting and quantitative methods are, in any
case, inadequate in investigating this social problem. In many Caribbean countries the onset of sexual
$]A]SC ]+ } MEE]VP & C}uvP E P <V 37 t}Eo vi[e E] v z}usz
that the Car v Z « §Z Eo] 8 P }( « £Fpo Z us[]v 8Z A}Eo A]sz
initiated into sexual behaviour as a consequence of child abuse as early as 10 years (in some cases even
earlier) (World Bank, 2003). Early sexual initiation has atsan tpositively correlated with child sexual
abuse in other studiesAnother problem is the increasing practice of the commercialisation of sex among
minors as a commodity for material exchange. Recent research suggests that boys and girls, especially
thosein poverty, are increasingly using sex as a source of economic exchange (exchanging sex for money or
material goods) (Phillips, 2006), and young girls especially are at risk of being solicited for child prostitution.
Understanding the significance of thedactors is important both in terms of addressing the social and
%*C Z}o}P] o (( S8« }( Z]Jo =« A£p o0 pe U SuEv]vP E&}luv 8Z E]
and also in changing behaviours that contribute to the spread of HIV and other Igexaasmitted
infections.

This is the context in which the study Pé&rceptions of, Attitudes to, and Opinions on Child Sexual Abuse in
the Eastern Caribbeawas carried out.The study was commissioned WYNICEF/UNIFEM, with the
agreement of theespective governments, as part of an initiative aimed at reducing sexual violence against
children

THE STUDY

This was a landmark study since not only was it the first time that a comprehensive investigation of child
sexual abuse had been carried outr@s several Caribbean countries, it was unique because it was
underpinned by the philosophy that policy and programmes for dealing with child sexual abuse should be
relevant to the cultural and social context in which abuse occurs. Whereas most reseatich topic is

often premised on knowledge that has emerged out of Western (predominantly the UK and the US)
contexts, this study aimed to understand how Caribbean people perceive the problem, what behaviours
and social conditions contribute to it, whatahimpact of child sexual abuse is on those most affected, and
what views are held about the forms of action that might be needed.

The objectives were to:
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f Increase understanding of the perceptions and behaviours associated with child sexual abuse,

including incest, within the cultural contexts of the Eastern Caribbean region.

Increase research capacity in the Eastern Caribbean into issues affecting children.

Provide basdine data on perceptions on the scale of the problem within the region.

Investigate the manifestations of child sexual abuse across diverse ethnic, religiogsscand

economicgroups.

f Sensitise stakeholders to the so@oltural and psycheocial issues underlying child sexual abuse.

f Develop partnerships with key stakeholdeand professionals in order to enhance country and
regional capacity for addressing child sexual abuse and addressing its psychosocial effects.

f ldentify intercountry and countryspecific policies and strategies for reducing child sexual abuse.

f Contributeto the establishment of aharedlanguage on the definition of child sexual abuse and to
regional partnerships and consensus on what needs to be done to address the problem within
Caribbean contexts.

f Make recommendations for the development of relevantipg, protocols and programming.

~h —~h —h

The study was carried out across six countries collectively considered representative of the region: Anguilla;
Barbados; Dominica; Grenada; Montserrat; St. Kitts and Nevis.

Methods

Conceptualised as socially transforrative action research projecthe study was designed to provide
opportunities throughout the research process to generate awareness of the effects of child sexual abuse,
to share strategies on appropriate interventions, and to develop alliances for s@eiaformation towards

the greater protection of children. A mixedethods approach was used to gather data from five
stakeholder groups: the general population, professionals in relevant fields, policy makers, survivors of
sexual abuse, and parents. Thesearch tools were designed to facilitate the meaningful participation of
diverse populations across all the participating countries. The methods used:

1. Literature Reviews:
i.Overview of International Research (including the Caribbean) on Child $dsuss
ii.The Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children and Adolescents
Policy and Legislative Analysis
Stakeholder Consultation Sessions
Stakeholder Engagement at the Regional Level
Focus Group discussions
Practicefocused interviews with key informants (e.g. teachers, police, social workers, health
professionals, staff of NGOs and FBOS)
Policyfocused interviews with key informants (egpvernment stafand other professiona)s
Narrative interviews wittAdut Survivors in three countries
Community Survey of Perceptions, Attitudes and Opinions across a representative sample in each
country

ook wN

© o N

Participants

About 1,400 people participated in the study overall: approximately 120 people attended stakeholder
congiltation sessions; 859 respondents completed the community survey, 300 people participated in 35
focus groups; 110 interviews Z4policyfocused and 68 practicefocused) were carried outwith
policymakers, practitioners and clinicians in the disciplinethefpolice, judiciary, education, law, social
work, nursing, policy and planning and the churahd 11 adult survivors of child sexual abuse participated

in narrative interviewsThe study aimed for an equal representation of men and women. Thidangely
achieved with focus group participants, however more female than male key informants were interviewed.
With regard to the Community Survey, although extensive efforts were made to recruit male respondents,
there were still more women than men379% (319) of the respondents were men and 62.1% (522)
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female. We found many men supportive of the studlpwever, overall, more men declined to participate
than women.

RESULTS

Defining childhood

We explored the different ways in which childhood mighturelerstood. Tie majority of the respondents
were of the view that children were children at least until the legal age of sexual consent (16. years
However,there was a significant number of people who believe that childhood ends at 13 yiddéssnay
help to explain why, in the focus group discussions, some men indicated that they considered girls to be
Zo P]SJu 8§ « Ep 0 § EP S }v S An@he@EimpattadtZzis$uiE was thatkXsome people
believe that childhood ends if a girl becomes pregndmis suggests that at the conceptual level, for a
significant number opeople, the state of motherhood is not considered compatible with the status of
childhood.This highlights the contradictions and dilemmas that many teenage mothers face as they com
to terms with being mothers while they are still childrefuxtaposed against the construction of young
motherhood, however, is the reality that these respondents overlooked the fact that for a girl to become
pregnant, she must have first beenchild victim of rape or unlawful sexual intercourséhe study shows
that defining child abuse is linked to the way in which childhood is defined.

Defining sexual abuse

The study showed that for most people there was clear understanding about the tyfeha¥iours that

constitute sexual abuse 0$Z}uPz 3Z E A & 1((E v « ]Jv E o S]}v §} Me ]
teenage girls and older men (transactional sexual abud®).findings suggest that despite sexual offences

being clearly defined in leg&rms, at the conceptual level, sexual abuse is not fixed; it depends upon a
range of circumstances and how abuse is defined is influenced not only by the characteristics of the victim
and the abuser, but also the characteristics (such as gender) andiexpes of the person who is asked

the question.Asked whether sex between older men and underage girls is increasing, a person might say
ZC [V Z}A A U J( 8Z <+ u % Ee}v]e eI AZ SZ E « Fpo pe ]e]v E

Our findingseuPP 8§ 82 § §Z § (Bu Z+ £Apn 0 pe [ u C §}} oJu]S]vP v v
complexity and multiple ways in which sexual behaviour harms children. One way forward would be to
clarify the definition of sexual abuse and to introduce two additio § u@Ed(po » Ay oandZ A]}pE
Z Z AJ}uE 82 & }VvSE] pd + 8} 3Z - ANp do ridt FopdpsePthpse a5 legdEnitidns

however we argue that they are useful in guiding policy formulation, practice interventions and public
education. These terms are defined as follows:

Child sexual abuse may or may not involve actual physical contact and includes penetrative acts
(e.g rape or buggery) and also nepenetrative and noftontact activities, such as involving
children in watching sexual activities, encouraging children to behave in sexually explicit ways and
exposing them to inappropriate sexual material. Child sexual absedratludes involving children

in prostitution and pornographyChild sexual abuse occursall racial, ethnic, religious ansbcic
economiogroups and affects children of all ages, including infants. Both boys and girls are sexually
abused although girlare more at risk.

Drawing on the findings of the study and the diverse views expressed about sexual abuse, we define
harmful sexual behavigo as:

Harmful sexual behavim is sexual behaviw which is harmful to children both at the micro level,

affecting children as individuals and also at the meso and macro levels in that it contributes to
creating situations in which children are placed at risk of sexual abuse.
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identified other ways in which adults such as raiyusing parents (who know about the abuse) and
% E}( **]}v o ~AZ} & A E }( pu-]A §ee }VSE] us 8} 8Z +« Ep o

U

i.e. failing to act to protecthildren from sexual abuse. We describe thiszas Z A]J}uE 3Z § }VSE] u!

§Z + A£p o Z Eu]vRnldefingohisEasvgllows:

Behaviour that contributes to the sexual harming of children is the failing to act to prevent a child
being sexuayl harmed or abused when one is aware that a child is at risk, failing to support a child
v v & Az} z - V Hde U (JouE 8} E %}ES » Fp o e
failing to fulfil professional responsibility for child protection acting in a way that minimises or
hides the sexual abuse of children.

We offer these definitions as a basis for further discussidre definitions are intentionally contentious
and problematic - they shift debates about child sexual abuse from diston of individual
psychgathology to societal responsibilitfhis approach to child sexual abuse conceptualizes the problem
v}$ }voC Jv § GBue }( 3Z uramd@é-effecs A children but also includes the complicit
behaviar and attitudes 6 adults who have committed no offence, who are not abusers but,ilrough
inaction, contribute to the social sanctioning of child abuse at the societal level and maintain risk for
children at the individual level.

Despite some difference®verall mos respondents were in agreement that child sexual abuse included
the following behaviours:

Rape

Zonsensudkexual intercourse with a minor

Incest

Childrenused as sexual objects in vide@hotos or as pimps

Exposure to sexual material through different media e.g. radio, photos, movies, text,
mobile telephone, Internet, parent/adult sexual toys, sexual DVDs

Exposing the child to the sexual act deliberately or unknowingly

x Uncomfortable or intrusive toudng of child

X X X X X

X

Scale of the problem

Drawing on personal experiences in many cases, respondents presented an alarming picture of a social
problem that is escalating, has increasingly severe consequences for Caribbean societies, has multiple

layers and is pgretuated not only by adults who carry out harmful sexual practices with children but also
by nonabusing adults through complicity, silence, denial and failure to take appropriate action.

While this was not a prevalence studgd being cognizant dhe limitations of prevalence studies, we can
nevertheless state that there is both heightened awareness of child sexual abuse and, in the perception of
the majority of people who participated in the study, an increasing problgmastudy suggests that there

are particular issues for Caribbean societies which affect the reporting of abuse and which may also add to
problems of estimating scale:

X In small societies anonymity and confidentiality cannot be assured;

X The perpetrator may be in a position of poweristikely to know someone who is and may be able
to influence the outcome of a report;

X The procedures for dealing with reports, systems for monitoring abuse and services to deal with
the impact of disclosure are underdeveloped;

x Cultural values about the atus of children means that they are not always believed,;
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x Poverty and the economic and social reliance of many Caribbean women on men mean that action
which may affect the main breadwinner (such as reporting abuse) is often undermined by women
themselves.

In addition to these factors, we are mindful of evidence that shows that for adult survivors of abuse, denial
or minimisation of the abuse is a common defence mechanism that helps the adult to function in their daily
lives and that many survivors do nottaally remember their abuseOther research studies shotat as

many asone in threeincidents of child sexual abuse are not remembered by adults who experienced them,
and that the younger the child was at the time of the abuse, and the closer the redaito the abuser,

the more likely one is not to remembeFor all of these reasons the study is unable to provide any
definitive evidence on the numbers of children and adults who are affected by child sexual lHowswer,

if one was to assume an undeeporting rate of 20% (international studies would suggest a higher under
reporting rate than this) then based on the Community Survey, the numbers of people who have
experienced behaviour that could be described as child sexual abuse can be estimbetdietn 20%

45%. This would suggest that child sexual abuse may be more prevalent in the region than in some other
countries in which studies have been carried daéneral population surveys of child sexual abuse among
adults have been conducted in alg 19 countries in addition to the United States and Canada, including
10 national probability samples. These studies have found rates ranging from 7% to 36% for women and 3%
to 29% for menMost studies found females to be abused at 1.5 to 3 timesr#te for males (Finkelhor,
1994).1t is important to treat prevalence data and predictions on scale with caution for reasons already
stated and also becausaethodological and definitional differences make country comparisons difficult.
Nevertheless, our #imations, based on the perceptions and experiences of respondeatsur with
findings from other studies which show that sexual abuse is a serious andspiglad problem in the
Caribbean.

Victims

Most victims are girls. Girls of all ages are at aflktra-familial sexual abuse and this can happen at any
age (the abuse of babies was reported by some respondeMtsst reports suggest that the abuse usually
begins while the child is quite young (before the age of ten) and continues until the ehittias mid
adolescence. Often the abuse ceases at the point at which the girl is beginning to show an interest in
boyfriends or once the abuser has turned his attention to a younger ;dinblbever, some young people
continue to be abused as young adultslahe abuse only stops when they leave the househdldtims of
transactional sexual abuse tend to be ppstbescent teenage girl§Vhile most victims are girls, the extent

of sexual abuse of boys seems to have been largely overlooked by researchers fmahd/ evidence that

the abuse of boys was a serious problem and that, in the public perception, is an increasing pididem.
growing phenomenon of the abuse of boys (both within and outside the home) was reported as a major
issue in all except one country and tims country, the view was offered that such was the extent of
homophobia, the problem is deeply buried.

Abusers

The study confirms findings reflected in other studies, that most child sexual abuse is committed by adult
men (both heterosexual and homosexual) of all ages and across all levels of social class, educational
background and professional status.

The roleof women

The study also shows that while women abuse children too, the major contribution that women make to
the problem is in failing to protect children even when they are aware that abuse is going on, disbelieving
the child, putting male partners beferthe protection of the child, minimising the harm that abuse does,
physically abusing children and, in some instances, permitting or actively encouraging abuse to take place
for material gainWe identified a numbeof factors that contribute to this stat of affairs:
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x Poverty - single mothers who are unable to sufficiently provide for their family, and being
}viu] ooC % v vS }v u vU JPV}E ue Al13z]lv 8z Zlu v }E
economic survival.

x The commodification of sex within sociatyore widely.

X WS3SE] E Zo Aopu -+ 5C%](] C uv[s »ve }( v3]830u vVv3 8§}« Epn o
their partners because they were the breadwinners. One reported common attitude of non
biological fathersiZzd Z C -8augh¥ers] are noteafvP uC (}} (}E& v}SZ]vP[X

X Gender socialisation and gender norms.

X Cyclical abuse many mothers in these circumstances will have been victims themselves and
perhaps do not know how to end the cycle of abuse.

x Predatory behaviour of some men who target angleit vulnerable families.

It is important to stress, however, that poverty in itself was not found to be a cause of child sexual abuse,
since many poor families provide good protective care for their childfenthermore, while many people
arevictimised by child sexual abuse most victims do not go on to engage in behaviours which place children
at risk.

Main forms of sexual abuse

We found evidence of three main forms of child sexual abuse:-fatrdlial abuse (abuse that happens in
the privay of the home) and includes incest and sfagher abuse; nofiamily abuse (abuse that takes
place outside of the family setting) and transactional sexual ablise first two forms of sexual abuse take
place in an atmosphere of secrecy and are kept hidden

The key defining features oftra-familial sexual abuseare:
X Secretive, invisible, silenced
x Often multiple victims within a household with several siblings involved
X May involve informal paedophile networkgrandparents, uncles, brothers, cousisemetimes
abusing the same child
X Main perpetrators saidtobesteff $Z E+U u}szZ E+[ }C(E] v U ]}o}P] o ( §Z (
X Women often know but fail to act for various reasons

The main features afon-family sexual abusare:

X Most abusers are known to the chilt stranger abuse was considered very rare since in small
societies there is a very high chance the child knows their abuser

x Abuser is usually a trusted ad@iteighbours, teachers, shopkeepers etc.)

x Evidence of adolescent boys with predatory behavitargeting vulnerable girls and seeking out
households with low levels of parental supervision

X Some non( u]oC He ]e Z} %o Wthe@iByser] firkds fhemselves in a situation where they
can abuse a child (e.g. turning up to a house and finding aadoihe)

The key features dfansactional sexual abusare:
Primarily older men and teenage girls

Increasingly boys are involved

Isolated examples of women targeting young girls and boys

High rates of transactional séetweenyoung people which makes young people more vulnerable
to being targeted by adult men

Often carried out openly

Is sometimes widely known about

In some circumstances is socially sanctioned

x

X X X
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Incest

Incestis generally understood as meaning sexual intercolvegveen biologicallyelated siblings and
between children and biological parentsiowever, respondents defined incest as also including sex with
non-biological parents such as stgarents and adoptive parent3.his broadening of the definition marks

an important shift in attitudes and is probably linked to changes in the nature of the Caribbean family with
many more families now including stgarents (usually stepfathers) and perhaps reflects a wide
acceptance of this family type. It will be important fegislators and policy makers to ensure that the incest
laws also fully reflect the contemporary nature of Caribbean family Ht@vever, for the purposes of this
report, we discuss stepfather abuse separately as particular issues arose in relatitie twlé of
stepfathers in the sexual abuse of children. Some focus group participants held the view that incest is
largely a problem of poor families, poor education, specific isolated communities (e.g. some ethnic groups
and some religious groups), or alircommunities. These views were influenced by the passing down of
*S}E] »+ IuS % (] + 3}E- }( 5Z +}]18C Az] z u 3 o]eHis <« }uu
likely, however, that thereare some social factors that increase the likelildl of incest among some groups.
Factors that were identified include impoverished households with inadequate housing in which children
and adults have to share beds and bedrooms and where children are exposed to the sexual activities of
their parents. This wasoted in communities that had suffered from natural disasters, when families were
re-located to temporary shelters and the usual physical boundaries between adult and child behaviour had
been removed. Another social factor described was social exclusfamilies and communities that are
alienated from mainstream society or choose to live in social isolation. The main finding that emerged from
the study in relation to incesthough, was that it occurs in both rich and poor families, in all communities,
cuts across social class and is not affected by levels of education, religious affiliation, professional status or
social standing.

Stepfather abuse

Respondents reported stepfather abuse as a major problem both at the perceptual level and also at the
level of social reality. This finding concurs with international studies which show that stepfather abuse is
significantly higher than abuse by biological fathers. One view offered for this was that biological fathers
have a bond with children fromthe chi [« Jlv( v C v §Z § §Z ]}o}P] o 8] « (v S]}v -
that is nonexistent among stepfathers. This may the case in some circumstancdgwever, given that
biological fathers also abuse children, that incest is often intergeneratimmalthat there are stepfathers

who do not abuse children, the likely explanation in most cases is simply that some men abuse children in

their care and some do not.

He C u}sz E[+ }C(E] vV

A stepfather implies a more stable relationship than the&tae Zu}$Z E&J[e }C(E] v [ Vv <uPI
adoption of a parenting role (altugh this was not investigated).olWever, no distinction between the
terms was made in the study and both were used interchangeably. Nevertheless we believdsthere
distinctionto be made between a household in which there is a stable stepfather over the course of a

Zlo [+ Z]o Z}} }E « A E 0 3 % ( $Z EWhil¢ @Ee piesdnoEdha siableEtepiatmerxX
does not indicate reduced risk, the study suggests thatgresence of several stepfathers may increase it.
In some communities, female singparent headed households account for almost 50% of family form and

]Jv uvg }( 82 <« (ulo] » 8Z posS u o Jv 8§Z Z}ue Z}o ]e SZ u}lsSz &
Chaacterised by impermanence, multiple partnering or serial partnering is common in these
circumstancesln many of these families, despite the lack of permanent attachment, the man is either the
main breadwinner in the family or substantially contributes3@ ( u]JoC[e Z}ue+ Z Ve ekplofed X

AZ 3Z € Z]lo E v A E ulE & EJ]*l (E}u u}sz E[* JC(E] Vv * 8Z v (E}L
overwhelmingly of the view that multiple partnering or serial partnering increased the risk for children.

Transactional sexual abuse
t ZA }]v 8Z & GEu ZSE ve 3]}vo e Epuo pue | He 8Z]- HE § o
problem t transactions in which sex is exchanged for money, goods, favours but which also involves the
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sexual abuse of a minoCommercial sexual exploitation (a term we also use) more usually applies to
persons who make money or derive income from the sexual exploitation of children; in this study, men did
not make money out of sex with children, it was the young people themselvéheir families (mothers)

who derived income or goods through the prostituting of children. While we do not seek to minimise or
condone the behaviar of women wio allow or do not stopthe prostitution of their daughters, it is
important to ensure that primary responsibility for this form of abuse is laid at the feet of the abuser.
ZdE ve S]}v o e £Apo He [ %0 + 3Z @E wubowjth ¢he]rods @hd pagageZinesex Z A}
with girls (and boys) in return for material gogddZ]o Z }uu E ] 0 » £ 0 /E%o0}]8 3]}v[ (]
also on those who derive material benefit. Transactional sexual abuse was reported as being widespread
and while it primarilyinvolves girls and okt men; increasingly boys are being sexually exploited.

dE ve 3]}vo s Fuo pupe A+ o E] « «u]¥ Adnd oftetuhdppeKs withZieo v
full knowledge of parents, communities and officials. Such is the extent of this probkemn ttwas
considered a firmly entrenched and established pattern of behaviour that did not need to be hidden since it
was unlikely to attract penalty andin some circumstances, would not even attract disapproval.
Transactional sexual abuse was reportesd keing committed by men at all levels of society, including
politicians and senioprofessionalsHowever while some men in the focus groups voiced the opinion that

this type of behavior is not harmful, the survey results showed that both men and worbeheved
transactional sexual abuse is destructive.

Emergent trends

We found evidence of new trends in child sexual abuse and also patterns of abuse that are not new but that
emerge as a consequence of specific events such as natural disasterserm these collectively as
Zu EP v3 SE v «[XdzZ+ AE ] vi](] W

Cell phone pornography this was reported as a growing problem among children. Children use the
cameras on their cell phones to take sexual images of themselves and their friends amdistini&uite the
images.

Internet abuse- there were disturbing reports of children being approached by predators through social
networking sites.

Child sex tourism there was clear evidence of a growing market for child sex tourism. There were several
spedfic examples giversuch as the existence of an organised paedophile network set up to service cruise
ships, boys were a specific target of this activity.

Opportunistic abuse linked to natural disastersmany examples were provided of the ways in which
natural disasters increase risks for childréatural disasters often result in families being relocated to
temporary shelters where children are sharing living space with adults who take advantage of them;
families are disrupted and focused on survithis may lead to children being left unsupervised; children
may have to fend for themselves and their siblings and are at increased risk of being sexually exploited in
return for money. In one country, an example was given of electrical technicians dergas®k from young

girls in order to reconnect the electricity supply to their houses following a hurricane.

Sexual aggression by girlsthere was evidence from several countries of girls engaging in sexually
aggressive behaviour in which groups of gidagyup on individual boys and sexually abuse them.
Transactional sex between childrenthis issue was reported as a problem across all countries with young
girls agreeing to sex with teenage boys for money and material goods.

Interlocking system of factes that perpetuate the problem

The key informant interviews pointed to some powerful factors which help to maintain child sexual abuse
at the level of the individual (both victim and perpetrator), the family, the community and wider society,
government ad their policy directorate and departments. The dominant role that these factors play must
be deconstructed and fully understood in order to begin to stop the sexual violation of children. In
summary, the study identified interlocking factors that perpatiabuse as follows:

x Harmful sexual cultures (implicit social sanctioning)
X Males with sexually abusive behaviours
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Females with complicit behaviours

Officials with collusive (condoning) behaviours

Lack of awareness of effects and consequences

Lack ofcollective public/professional outrage

Ineffective systems for reporting and responding to abuse

Patriarchal values which place protecting male status and privilege above protection of the child
Disempowerment of children

X X X X X X X

Risk factors
All children are atisk of child sexual abuse. With regard to transactional sexual abuse, children from

economically disadvantaged families are more atridgel ( S}Ees SZ S Jv E - Zlo [+ Apov
x Poor relationships between adults in the family
X History ofviolence in the home
x Alcohol or drug use
x Families who are isolated and unsupported
X Childrv E <p]E 8§} <u] 8 v 8} ZIVIA §Z 1E %0 |
x Children often left by themselves
x Financial hardshipt difficulty in providing basic amenities (e.g. food, clothiets) t risk for

transactional sexual abuse

Serial or multiple partnering of parents

Lack of protective nurturing role provided by mother and father

Lack of appropriate sexual boundaries

History of abuse (cycle of abuse)

Unsocial working patterns of prottéee caregiver

Poor housing which requires children and adults to share sleeping arrangements
Males in the household with a predilection for sexual abuse

X X X X X X X

It is important to note however, that these risk factors do not mean that abuse is present and 4o al
understand that even in the absence of risk factors, children may be abused. The most significant risk for
children is the presence of a male in the household with a predilection for sexually abusing children and
even in families that do not have anyhetr risk characteristics, this person will often seek out and create
opportunities to abuse children.

Effects of child sexual abuse
We found evidence of devastating consequences of child sexual abuse at the individual, family and societal
level and herewere physical, social psychological and economic effects. The effects to the child and the
family also impacted on the quality of life in the community and this impacted upon the economic progress
of society more widely. In some instances the state wapaasible for the medical bills of individuals who
had suffered psychological breakdown.other instances, the state became the financier of the education
v Z 08Z }(8Z 8§ v P E[* UV%0 VV }((*%E]JVPU <% ] oo@r]( $Z u}sZz
education and/or gain a valuable skill in order to secure employm#éetsummarise the consequences at
the micro, meso and macro levels as follows:

Consequences at the level of the individual:
x Emotional Problemdifficulties in interpersonalrelationships, aggression, difficulties with sexual
boundaries, inability to trust
x Psychological Problemdepression, selfiarm, low selfesteem
x Behavioural Problemgpoor school performance, challenging behaviour, risky sexual behaviour,
substance misuseviolence
x Physical problemsnjuries to reproductive organs; STIs, HIV, abortion and associated risks

16|Page



x Teen pregnancgnd associated consequences

Consequences at the family level:
x Divorce and family brealp
x Distorted boundaries
X Betrayal of trust
x Coabusing behaviours
X Impact on family of individual consequences
X Increased domestic violence
x Learned behaviour and cyclical/intergenerationluse
Consequences at the societal level:
x Teen pregnancy and associated consequences for young mothers andritatien
Unwanted pregnancy and abortions
Abortion complications
Drug and alcohol abuse
Transmission of STls and HIV
Crime and violence
Cycle of devastation
Psychosocial impact on others
Economic consequences of the above

X X X X X X X X

The effects of child sexual abuse were described as never going awdyC ]« o E&v]vP 8} uv P 3§
Family relationships were distorted $Z]+ A e (Efrust, betr&yal, hate and love all mixed Qp

child often gets on well with the abuser aese he showers her with attention, gifts and special treatment;

child often hates nofrabusing parent for failing to pick up what is going on and having no ability to protect

her; can destroy sibling relationships but equally siblings may try to proteetamother; difficulty in

forming relationships in later life. While there were reports of damaging psychosocial effects on the
teenage girls, there were also other consequences such as unwanted pregnancies and abortions.

Treatment of abusers

While some espondents believed that perpetrators should be subject to severe punishments, these views
were in the minority and we did not find a great appetite for treating abusers any more harshly than the
law currently permits. The main concern was that prosecutiod law enforcement are ineffective and
that most perpetrators of abuse are not apprehended aifidhey are, there are so many impediments to
successful prosecution, that convictions are rakéany people believe that abusers should be given
treatment ard that rehabilitation is possible in some instancaishough the view was expressed that there
are some abusers that cannot be treated. Some respondents thought that heavy jail sentences for sexual
(v o P ]Jved Z]Jo & v u § <} ] 5Cdpproval busthat ih}aktudlity were often counter
productive as they did not think that law enforcement officers were genuinely prepared to send a man to
prison for 20 or 30 years for behaurathat was widespread and implicitly sanctioned.

The role ofgovernment, organisations and professionals

Legislation to adequately protect children was generally regarded as ineffective and was seen as being
compounded by the failure of the criminal justice systemdsny respondents singled out the police for

their response/norresponse to child sexual abuse although most people still think the police have an
important role to play.Respondents pointed out that there was a severe shortage of skilled persons to
intervene and provide therapeutic interventions for vind, with the main reasons being the nen
prioritisation and underfunding of the statutory agencies and the other support agencies dealing with this
area of work as the major impediments to progre8sother issue raised by many respondents was the
complicity of professionals who are aware of abuse and do not act to report it or to protect the Cmésl.
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issue that illustrates this is the carrying out of abortions. Wéend evidence that abortions were
performed in hospitals on young girls who had been rapgédult men.

tZC Z]Jo E v }v[S S oo

Children should be able to tell their nabusing parent about sexual abuse or any adult in a position of
authority or trust However, the study suggests that most children would not risk disclosing to a parent or
other adult and they would most likely tell a frienEuu E}ue E +}ve A E ]85 « 3} AzCc z
tell. While all children want the abuse to end, it seemed that rejpgrtchild abuse often came with
significant costs.

RECOMMENDATIONS

1. The development of egional (and Countrevel) Strategic Plan for Building Abubeee Childhoods
based on awhole of society approachlhis should be a scalegpp comprehensive response which
makes best use of limited resources, harnesses and enhances community and family protective
strengths and has longerm sustainable impact

2. The reframing of child sexual abuse at the policy level msodic health issueWhile it is important to
uJvs Jv ¢]PZS8 }( 8Z % E]V ]%0 SZ § pe ] Z]lo E v[e E]PZSe Jeepu
for Caribbean societies are health ingaltions in that it contributes to teenage pregnancy, abortions
(and related complications), mental illness, drug and alcohol abuse, STIs and HIV transhinessiong.
child sexual abuse as a public health issue would push the problem higher up theapaliitnda and
would enable governments to access funds from different sources to tackle the problem.

3. We argue that there is need for governments to adopt tbleild/family friendly approach to
budgeting social planning and economic development that hasrbpromoted by UNICEF and Action
for Children. This approach advocates making the support of the family and théeird of children
the responsibility of every Ministry; it involves identifying nuskictoral targets and requires the ring
fencing of budgets to achieve progressn relation to CSA, this approach would result in making
E «3}E]vP Z]o Z}} « A @AtQdsognisegithhy whil¥ the most profound effects of child
sexual abuse are felt by the victim there are also huge financiad émsgjovernments and that it makes
sound economic sense to view the protection angbgort of children and familierot as a cost to be
borne, but as a saving of other costs.

4. The introduction ofchild-sensitive justice systems for child sexual abuse @srbased on the
following:

x Acknowledgement that the mandate for child protection rests in the evidence of its effects and
should not be constrained by producing evidence from the courts

x A reviewof the whole system of investigation and prosecution oflctlsiexual abuse cases to bring
these processes in line with the standards required in a modern society

X The obstacles to the implementation of the OECS Law Reform Project should be identified and
rooted out and the proposed laws adopted across the region

x Fairer sentencing that is responsive to the different types of CSA and restorative justice for some
cases of child abuse should be introduced

x Reconsidering of the approach to mandatory reporting, whiediuiresadequate infrastructure for
implementation ad monitoring, is unlikely to result in the social transformation needed to stop
CSA and may simply impose further constraints on governments

5. The introduction ofspecific interventions based on evidenad their effectiveness in other contexts
that canbe adapted for the region and which are not higisource dependentExamples of specific
interventions that are discussed in the Recommendations Chapter include:

x Building capacity and infrastructure for child protection
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Child protection

Work with abusers

Education intervention

Childsafe tourism

Protecting children from sexual abuse in disaster and emergency situations
Transactional sexual abusempowering girls

Public messages

Technology and abuse

X X X X X X X X

In addition to these recommendations, the report aldetails other suggestions and ideas put forward by
research participants and through stakeholder consultatidésne of the recommendationsshould be

acted upon speedily by stakeholder interest groups, professional bodies, NGOs, FBOs and government
departments, while other changes require planning and will take time. Not all of the recommendations
require resources and many of them are about behaviour and attitude change and providing supportive
interventions for children and familiest is vitally importat that people do not sit back and wait for
government to lead the waylhere is much work for governments to do but there are changes that can be
implemented today or tomorrow by every section of socidtyorder to progress these recommendations

and topropel the movement for abusé&ee childhoods two major developments are recommended:

x TheRegional Strategic Plan for Building Abuee Childhoods
X The establishment of Regional Child Protection Hub

These developments will be the primary drivers of systemic, sustained action for the building offedeuse
childhoods. There is also specific action required in relation to the dissemination of this research report.

ACTIVITY TIME WHO

Report presentedo CARICOM for Short term UNICEF and Researchers
discussion

Report presented to Cabinet in Short term UNICEF and Researchers

participating countries

Wide country level dissemination Short term UNICEF andesearchers
programme involving a range of
stakeholder groups

Establishment of Abusiee Childhood Short term Researchers

Website as a resource for professionals a

NGOs

Regional Strategic Plan for Building Abusi| Medium/long term CARICOM, Heads of Government

free Childhoods International Developmentditners,
stakeholders

Establishment of Regional Child Protectio | Medium/long term CARICOM, government departments,

HUB NGOs and International development
partners

Implementation ofRegional Strategic Plan | Long term CARICOM, government departments,

for Building Abuséree Childhoods NGOs and International development

partners, stakeholder groups
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CHAPTER TWO

Introduction

BACKGROUND

Although there is extensive international research, few empirical studies of child sexual abuse have been
carried out in the Caribbean. Child sexual abuse is universatijnalisedacross the regiorhoweverthere

has been little research into the socehd cultural factors that contribute to its existence. Statistics are
generally collected on convictions for sexual offences involving children, however these figures do not
include the numbers of reported cases, they do not address the problem of wegerting or under
conviction (worldwide estimates are that only 10% of child sexual abuse cases result in a conviction) and
guantitative methodsare, in any case, inadequate in investigating complex social problems when a deep
understanding of experienceand effects is neededDf studies that do exist, the following findings have
been reported.

In a study of adult survivors in Latin America and the Caribbean 30% of female participants (in Barbados)
reported being sexually abused as childigmere were nofigures for men); in Costa Rica the figure was
32% of women and 13% of mesmd in Nicaragua 26% of female and 20% of male respondents reported
having been subject to sexual abuse. The study concluded that forced sexual initiation and early childhood
abus were not uncommon in the Caribbean (World Population Council, WHO, 2808pany Caribbean
countries the onset of sexual activity is occurring at younger ages and early sexual initiation has also been
positively correlated with child sexual abuse (Rdland Finger, 2004). Also linked with early sexagbut [
is the increasing practice of theommercialisationof sex among minors as a commodity for material
exchange. Recent research suggests that boys and girls, especially those in poverty, araghcnesiag
sex as a source of economic exchange (exchangxdos money or material goodgPhillips, 2006) and
young girls espediyg are at risk of being solicited for prostitutiom contextualising these issuebgtWorld

vl E % }ES ZYolE Development, Issues and Policy Directonsiiiis o0]eSe « A E o v P
}us }u ¢ }luulv 8} §8Z Z Pl}v[e C}IusSZW

1. Sexual and physical abuse is high in the Caribbean and socially eatdapmany Caribbean
countries . . According to the nineountry CARICOM study 1 in 10 schgoing adolescents have
been sexually abused.

2. The high incidence of sexual abuse among Caribbean boys stands out in comparison to other
countries.

3. The onset of sexual initiation in the Caribbean is the earliest in the woitt (he exception of
Africa, where early experiences take place within marriage). Early sexual debut is known to
predispose young people to early pregnancy, HIV/AIDS and other sexually transmitted infections
~Nd/ e

4. The region has the highest incidenceHIV/AIDS outside of Africa and youth are asrisit group.
Among other things, HIV/AIDS is linked to cultural values about sexuality that are particular to the
Caribbean.

5. The incidence of rage among young people is extremely high: 40% of ggdiogl CARIOM
students reported feelings of rageligh rates of sexual abuse and physical abuse among children
likely play out in rage among young people, which can affect their school performance and lead to
violence.

6. Youth unemployment is especially elevated immgoCaribbean countries. According to World
Development Indicators from 1996 to 1998, St. Lucia had the highest youth unemployment rate in
the Americas, followed by Jamaica
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7. Gang violence is also high in the Caribbean, with 20% male students and 12% derdeids at
one point having belonged to a gang.
8. Although data on drug use are scanty, anecdotal evidence suggests a widespread social acceptance
of alcohol and marijuana use in some iBbaean countries among both-school and oubf school
youth . .. Futher complicating the situation, the Caribbean is a major trahgpment point for
drugs entemg the United States and Eurape

The truth of the matter is that these outcomes arise from risky environments and experiences which
children are exposed to drave forced upon them as part of their everyday realiyvironmental factors

and the attitudes and behaviours they give rise to provide the broader context in which child sexual abuse
is able to flourishand action to address CSA is thus inextricably linked to social change. It is for these
reasons that we conceptualisethis study as acxial transformation action research projecsocial
transformation begins with the recognition that despite the mamgaj strengths and achievements of the
Caribbean region, something must be deeply wrong to produce the kinds of outcomes identified above.
Social transformation also requires a deeper understanding of social attitudes to children, to sex and to
abuse. Thex is also need to explore whether perceptions about what constitutes sexual abuse leads to it
being sanctioned in some settingbor instance, are there communities in which incest has become
ZV}EuU o] [ SZE}IUPZ <} ] o] §]}v v JwPpa@mswanthsdjnot pergeided of as
abuse? There are also factors of particular relevance to the Caribbean region which may lead to increased
risk for children, for instance there is increasing recognition that ;& ¢hliJre is a breeding gra for
transactional sex with children (exchanging bus or taxi rides for sex), and for predatory grooming
behaviours Another factor is tourism, which while recognised as presenting risks for children in countries
such as Thailand and the Philippines, has been identified at the policy level as a particular threat to
children in theCaribbeangven though sex tourism is a common feature of Caribbean tourism (Kempadoo
1999).In addition to these areas of potential risk, there are new threats to childtash as the growth of
technologically EJA v (}&ue }( pHpe ~ XPX Jv8 Ev S pee+s v AZ]Jo ]Jv E
computers is an important development strategy for many Caribbean countries, this has not been matched
by adequate safeguarding meass.

This is the context in which the study was undertaken.

Commissioned by UNICEF as part of a joint programming initiative (UNICEF, UNIFEM together with key
stakeholders across the region) aimed at reducing sexual violence against childretudpevas based on

the view that investigating perceptions and attitudes to child sexual abuse will increase understanding of
underlying causes and lead to programmes and policies aimed at:

f Increasing societal awareness

f Prevention

f Reducing the associatgmychological trauma and subsequent psychopathology for children and
youngpeople.
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CHAPTER THREE
Situational Analysis of Children Exposed to Sexual

Abuse: A Review o f Relevant Literature

AIMS AND METHODS

The aim of this literature review is to provide an overview of research on child sexual abuse and to
generate insights into contributing situational factors, the effects of abuse and treatment and rehabilitation
processes. This general and brdaambed appoach situates this landmark study within the context of the
wider research on the topic rather than focusing on other studies on perceptions of abuse.

A systematic search for relevant articles was carried out using the computerised databases Medline,
Psyinfo, Childata, and Cinahl and the websites Questia.Com and Science Kegsewtords includecchild

sexual abuse, prevalence studies, effects, history, treatment, situational factors, gender antlqposatic

stress disorderinclusion criteria were @follows: meets the aims of the review; is either a seminal text, is
recent research (within the last ten years) or has specific relevance for the Caribbean context; is published
research; has been subject to a peer review process.

There is an extensivaody of research on child sexual abuse and it was beyond the remit of this project to
produce a comprehensive review afl of the literature available. We are mindful therefore that much
important work has been excluded and we acknowledge this as a fiomitaf the review.

Overlapping Layers and Interlocking Issues

No single study, no matter how large, can provide all the ansalgost the complex topic of child
abuse.We need to know more@bout the psychological and functional outcomes of victivhs
childhood sexual abuse and we urgently need to know natweut why some adults sexually abuse
children. . . . How can we devise effectix@atments or interventions for child abusers if we have
noideawhat drives their actions . (Cannon2001).

A arsory exploration of the research on child abuse suggthstsin cases of physical abuee abuser is
often the mother, although when abuse leads to the death of the child, the father oritivieoyfriend is
usually responsible (Stanton, 1990, reporiadSeidl et al, 1993 hese researchers also cite Finkelhor and

E}v ~id6fe « C]vP 3Z § Z/v +]3u 8]}ve JVA}OA]JVP « Epu o pue U 8Z A] S
molester more likely to be the father, stdpther, or other male family membekVhen boys are sexually

He Z}A A EU 3Z % E% SE S}E ]« v}3 o]Resérchlfindings Such@§ these &[>
provide only minimal understanding of a hugely complex problem and in this review we hope to explore
the overlapping layers andtirlocking issues thaCannon draws our attention to.

Contexual Reference

Before discussing the literature, we refer to some of the prevailing general views on child sexual abuse in
the Caribbearthat were revealed in the study that is focus of this rep@ame of the views offered by
Focus Group participants were as follows:

x  Child sexual abuse and the early sexualisatiarhiddren are widespread . . .
x Incest and sefor-trade are normal . .
x Because this phenomenon is widespread and normalised, victims often take it in stride and
%o E% SE S}Ee- }v[S E 00C ( & pvS]vPThyy#tggeswn.e (}E& SZ |E
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On the question of male sex with girls under the age of 16:

x  This hasot started now, but has existed for a long timé&ere is now a magnification of it toddy.
is escalatingThe community reds to look closer at children.

x I3[+ }u%o § 0C AE}VPX

x Castrate them!

x Jail them!

x Some girls dress up and act up in ways to proyokeThey want something from you and they
think sex is the way to get ithey know how to turn you on.

x Yes it happen® young girl in my area when she was 11 she got pregiféwatman used her and
gave her a babyThe mother throw her outbooks and eerything.The mother throw her out

On the question of incest

dz & A -« (8Z @ AZ} A « ulo +3]vP Z]- CU v Z]e ]88 & S§}o
(}}o]ZvThey dll knew about ifThe whole thing was disclosed when the baby was found to

hav Plv}iEEZ} ]v 18 ulpszx , vi§ 8§Z]vl 8§82 § Z ]« }]vP Vv(C§&Z
knows and nobody calls the police.

These quotationérom respondents in the study resonate with the findings of other studies that show that
child sexual abuse evokes strong reactions which are often contradi¢toryexample, on the one hand,
there is the common response of victiolaming while on the dher, the most extreme forms of
punishment for perpetrators are advocate®espondents are alarmed at the extent and gravity of the
problem and at the same timmother comments suggest almoah acceptance of child sexual abuse as
normal and inevitable. Alare to blame: men, women, even children, but yet-ore is held to be
responsible for stopping abuse. These responses illustrate the fact that there is much confusion generally
about child sexual abuse and although the subject generates strong emotigss, problem bound up in
paradoxical contradictions that add to its complexity. There are no easy answers as to the causes of child
sexual abuse and fewer as to how to effectively protect children from harm; this is evident from countries
in which extenisre research has been undertaken since child sexual abuse was first acknowledged as a
major problem.

Literature from the UK and the BSuggests that awareness of child sexual abuse as a specific problem
that was distinct from (if related to) other formef child abuse began to grow during the 1970s and 1980s
following an upsurge in child sexual abuse allegations and reported cases. During this period many adult
survivors of child sexual abuse came forward, seeking treatment and therapeutic help forqoggisahey
associated with their childhood sexual violations. The increase reflected in child abuse statistics was
probably also a result of increased reporting, some cases arising from legislated mandates and others as a
consequence of increased public @eness. The response to these emerging concerns was to create
complex, bureaucratic administrative child protection systems primarily aimed at surveillance, monitoring
and risk assessment.

Child Protection Systems

Understanding the relationship betweechild protection systems (a collective term for the legislation,
policies, protocols, procedures, tools, technigues, rules and roles that govern child protection practice) and
lessons learned from research findings will be crucial for Caribbean governineerafting appropriate
responsesin the UK, following the upsurge of cases and subsequent investigatlolissexual abuse was
made into a mainstream social work issue; professional roles wewefined, legislation and policy
crafted, practice revited and research into the problem extended. The system that emerged from this
process (made up of: muldiisciplinary approaches, case conferences, register of children at risk, clearer
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risk assessment procedures, specific legistand mandatory guidare) wasdesigned to better safeguard
children from all forms of abuse. However continued failings in protecting children, illustrated by some very
high profile casedgndicated that all was not well and there have been subsequent changes to these child
protection systems. The process that has developed over the years is dynamic with inquiries into systems
and employee performance whenever serious or preventable harm befalls a child. Such scrutiny comes
from the highest governmental level and is also carreed at local and regional levels whenever the
*Ce3 U %% @&+ 3} 4 child.zlfilq protection legislation and organisational frameworks have
been developed at the strategic level and procedures/e beenput in place for improvements in
practitioner performance and case managemeManagement systems at the operational level are
continuously informed by child case reviews into serious child injuries and deaths in theotakle recent
deaths of children VictoriaClimbié in 2003 and baby Petier 2008- from horrific injuries at the hands of

their carers and parents resulted in the respective Lamming reports (2003; ,2008) many
recommendations for institutional changes based on the evidence from the inquR@onfigurations of
service dédlrery with the concomitant additional resources are often deployed to ensure a better service for
the protection of children since it is held that increased financial resources for overall service
improvements are critical to keeping children safe.

Despite the responses summsai above and the creation of an elaborate and expensive child protection
system, child abuse has not diminished in the UK and systemic failings corntidaed there have been
criticisms that the systems designed to protebildren are themselves contributing to the harm to children
that they are trying to reduce and that costly inges into individual or organéional failing do little to
address the structural issues:

Unfortunately, despite the huge volume of resouscpoured intothese audits, the inspection
process can seem to amount to littkeore than an elaborate game of cat and mouse, rather than a
useful exercise afrganisatiorl learning in which pertinenEZ e C ¢S (Qiepte [ <t *S]}ve & %o}e
When errorsdo surface in the context of a serious case review, public inquirinspection, a
connection is not always drawn between ameident and theroutine dysfunctional practicabat
createdthe conditions of its possibilitiBroadhurst et gl2009).

Despite extensive scrutiny, ambitious training programmes and-nestiurced child protection services,
the UK child protection system, in common with systems in o#@wnomically advanced countrieis
increasingly being seen awifective at best and at worst sometimes simply substituting form of abuse

for another t the subjection of children to invasive and insensitive institutional procedures which
themselves my be harmful.

These systems are costly and overly complex to admini
Iv 8§82 h™n §Z Z]Jo % @&}S S]}v Z]v pHe
billion annually, yet child abuse is said to be increasi
Similarly in the UKthe cost of maintaining child protectio
systems is over a £1 bhillion a year. Despite some succes
the child protection systems in the UK, the US, Canada
Australia have been collectively described as:

3DUDGR[«

Despite extensive scrutiny,
ambitious training programmes
and weltresourced child
protection services, the UK child
protection system, in common
with systems in other
economically advanced countrjes
isincreasingly being seen as

Bankrupt economically and in terms of helpfess to
Z]o & v v ((udrmg etyl2009).

ineffective atbest and at worst,
sometimes simply substituting
one form of abuse for another

The main criticisms of these systems are:

x Investigation andgurveillance driven
x Procedureled, overly bureaucratic and complex to
administer
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x Focus on risk rather than on beneficial outcomes for children
x As ideas run thin there is an increasing emphasis on risk assessmentrezhises professional
skills to the ticking of boxes
x Most resources spent searching for perpetrators and little left for victims and for healing families
x Procedureled, institution-based approach fuels adversarial relationships
x Children feel failed by the system not protectédften the outcome is worse than the situation
the child was in

In developing local and regional responses to child abuse, it will be important for Caribbean countries to
learn from these findings and ensure that services that are developed do not replicate the costly child
protection mistakes of some of the more econmally advanced countries.

PREVALENCE OF CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE

The Caribbean Picture
No known prevalence research within the Caribb&éas been found in the literature. However in pulling
together what evidence there is, a distressing picture is painted.

In Jamaica, Eldemire (1983) conducted seminal research into

child sexual abuse during the period 19B283.In her research

conferen@ paper she presented some graphic data as part

her conclusion statingZdZ « ( Se *cu% % }ES SZ B3DUDGR|[«

§Z SEW Jv] v Jeup Z Z]PZ & SZ v GEmmnCREls O INNES
increased suggesting a

In Dominica there was a dramatic increase in reporting linkeg growing awareness and

a sustainedi’e-year awar@ess programme from 1989 to 1996 willingness to confront the

Numbers showed that child abuse reports rose from 71 % E} o uYSZ SH 0\

1,740, of which child sexual abuse allegations were nearly of child sexual abuse cases is

of the total (Trotman Stoby, 2002 p.53). increasingsuggesting an
acceptance of the problem

In Barbados, The Daily Natiori®(®ctober 2006) reported on
child sexual abuse, citing figures from the statutory bedye
Child Care Board (CCB) A « E %o} E heres@eP2B XX

reported sexual abuse cases between April last year (2005) and March this year (2006), compared to 190
(}J& 3Z % E]o 1ii0 8§} D & ZAafiisifeaddy did & daerharked chairman of the Child Care
Board. The Director of the CGias also reported as sayingy for April 2004 to March 2005, ten
perpetrators were arrested and charged with sexual offences ranging from indecent assault to rape.
However, only one of these matters could be pursued. In the other nine cases, the ohliidppguardian

refused to give a statement over the allegadident. Yowannot prosecute an individual without evidenge.

From April 2005 to March 2006, police were summoned in 80 of the sexual abuseTdasesompared to

73 for the corresponding pexid 2004/05, showing an increase of seven police reported matters.

Blum et al (2003), in a Caribbean study of the association between physical and sexual abuse experiences
and school performance among groups of teens (aged8@ears) }uu vE3W Z « A « SEpn (}JE A]
and substace abuse, there was a strong association between early initiation of sexual activity and skipping

« Z}}o[ -~Othetrdesearch has shown that sexual exploitation and abuse is related toemmiomic

needs. For exampla 1999 study commissioned by thetdr-American Children's Institute (IACI) found
evidence that, in Jamaica, girls as young as twelve years, and boys as young as nine, were thought to be
involved in the sex tradeZD}+§ }( §Z Z]lo & VvV *% v SZ u}v C 8Z C Ev (E}u -
their families and school fee$lany young girls from poor communities are involved in kemgn sexual

E o S]}veZ]% e S} Ev ]Jv }u (}EB&®DwW @hd(Inag ¢3008) rebairkliws<of some of the
findings on child abuse and reasons for teenggegnancy in the Caribbean e.g. fragmented families,
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defective sex education, and high levels of drug and alcohol Agditionally in the two countries under

study itwasu v3]}v 3Z 8§ ZAUEA Ce+ «Z}A u}es Z]Jo E v Ju]vP of By ooC
years with low levels of condom use and large numbers of partnarsddition, many young girls are the

Al 3Jue }( /E%0}]5 3]A e Ep o0 %E 3] U Jv op JVP %o E}*3]13us]Iv[ ~%o.
child rearing successes in sonanilies despite huge obstacles, including extreme povemyreminder

that protective factors must also be researched for their positive resiliency. It is of vital importance to
identify and understand the resilience and competesciactors where ever @y existwhich protect

children from sexual abuse and exploitation

Empirical and anecdotal evidence from the Caribbean suggests that the reporting of abuse is increasing
(suggesting growing awareness and willingness to confront the probldmmever italso suggests that the

actual number of child sexual abuse cases is increasing (paradoxically, suggesting an acceptance of the
problem)

The high incidence of sexual abuse is also reported in a World Bank Study which states:

Sexual and physical abuisehigh in the Caribbean and socially aceednmany Caribbean

} 1 v 8§ E Accovding to the nineountry CARICOM study, 1 in 10 schgaihg adolescents have
been sexually abuse@he high incidence of sexual abuse among Caribbean boys stands out i
comparison to other countrie@Vorld Bank, 2003)

International Picture
The firstprevalence study in the USA among adwiss carried out byrinkelhor et al (1990) and childhood
sexual victimisation rates of 27% for women and 16% for men were fouedavidrage age for occurrence
of the sexual abuse was reported at 9.9 years for boys andy@a&s for girls.Confirmation of the
worldwide pervasiveness of child sexual abuse was shown in an international epidemiology prevalence
study of child sexual abug€inklehor, 1994). The results from the 21 countries studieduding the US
and Canada, found prevalence rates comparable to the North American research ofREA86.ranged
from 7% to 36% for women and 3% to 29% for men. Females were found to bedahiul’% to 3 times the
rate for males. Other studies in that decade report that sexual abuse occurs from infancy to adolescence.
Z u}vP 8Z i10 % ES3] 1% vse AZ} }po ] v3](C Z}A }o 83Z C A E Az v §
age at onset ofhe sexual abuse was 6.8 years Nearly half the women stated their abuse began before

P A[ ~'}0,1996). 0

E VvS %E Aov +3uC CWGE § 0 ~71110 }Ju% E % E Theo v E
results obtained from the 3&dependent studies for 21 countries suggest that child sexual abuse remains
an international problemit was stated

Comparison of the two reviews reveals what appears to be a general pattern that remains more or
less constant over the years especiallywiomen. However, there are two main differencda:

&lvlo Z}E[s E A] A SZ E A E v} *3p] s E %}ES]VP %E A o v G«
present review includes two studies, conducted in South Africa and thewtseh did report such

rates.

Childhood sexual abuse appears to be such a common feature of childhood that its everydayness is often
presented as inevitable. Research findings on prevalence (in th¢ dlggest that a third of women and
approximately one in eight men have been subjecstame form of child sexual abuse. However, under
reporting of the incidence of sexual abuse of young males conceals the magnitude of malesatictmi
(Cermak and Molidor, 1996).

The universality of child sexual abuse is not in doubt. However while s@mpects of this abuse have
existed in a specific form over hundreds of years (for example, prostituting children), child abuse is not a
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static, fixed phenomenon and technological advances and globalisation have provided opportunities for
different forms d child sexual exploitation. In the last 20 years or so, new violations, in the form of the
commercial sexual exploitation of children nationally and internationally and different forms of abuse for
sexual gratification and commercial gains, often invavpaedophile rings, have emergdéurthermore,

we have witnessed the advent of child pornographic images on the internet, with the volume of such
images and the numbers of persons accessing them reported to have reached epidemic proportions
(Sanderson andingsley, 2006, p.10¥allagher (2007) in his research on interirgtiated child sexual
abuse, reminds us of the research carried out within the last ten years on internet child sexual abuse in the
specific areas of the grooming of children and the ofehild abuse images by sexual predators. Gallagher
(2007) in the first study of its kind, found evidence of another insidious and virulent form of internet abuse
i.e. where offenders initiate contact with other individuals over the internet to incitegamspire with them

to commit child sexual abuse. Anecdotal evidence from the Caribbean points to a growing problem in these
Zv A[ & =« }( Z]o « £p o Al}o 8]}vX

THE COMMERCIAL SEXUAL EXPLOITATION OF CHILDREN

The continuing escalation of theommercial sexual exploitation of children (CSEC) worldwide was
discussed at the Third World Congress against the Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children and
Adolescents (Brazil, 2008). Government and civil society organisations, including corpodates feam

around the world, acknowledged that the concerted international commitment, which began with the first

and second CSEC World Congresses (held in Stockholm, Sweden, in 1996 and Yokohama, Japan, in 200
respectively), must be expandetlhe EasteriCaribbean was represented at the November 2008 congress

Az & 00 (}&ue }( A %o0}]8 S]}v ~ZSE& ]8]}v o[ « £Ap 0 He U % E}3]5}
Internet abuse) of children of all ages and ethnicity were discussed. The size, geog@ptomic status,

ethnicity or religious persuasion of countries, makes little difference to those involved in the exploitation of
children.Whilst many Caribbean governments may still be struggling to admit and face the harsh reality of
child sexual abuseincluding insidious forms of exploitation for financial gain within their country,
exploiters on the other hand maintain and expand their abuse with their considerable networking
resources and technical capabilitieBhe specific issues for the Caribbaanrespect of the commercial

sexual exploitation of children are discussed below and a review of relevant literature pertaining to this
topic is included as an appendix to this report.

CSEC and the Caribbean
According to the Pan American Healiinganisaibn, information on child abuse in the Caribbean is difficult
to obtain due to the lack of surveillance systems within countries (PAHO, 280dever, what research
has been carried out shows that in common with many countries of the world, the commseciadl
exploitation of children in the Caribbean is a persistent and growing problem (IOM, 2005). Referring to child
abuse in Latin America and the E] vU W ,K E %hjlEabuss i$ a pdblem in bottatin

u E] v §8Z E] v & YwuE¥S B ApZo We v AE%0}]S S]tv ] }
more common types of abus Jv §Z E [PAH@[ 2001). Regionally, the Caribbean has many of the
negative social and economic characteristics generally associated with CSEC, suchuasrhgibyment
rates, poor levels of education in deprived communities, social class inequalities, gender inequalities and
social deprivation (UNICEF, 2007), although there are variations from country to country. There is little
evidence to suggest that ecomic growth leads to economic equality and therefore even in Caribbean
countries that are relatively prosperous (such as Trinidad and Tobago) the drivers of commercial sexual
exploitation are not reduced. On the contrariECPAT (2008) suggests that aredgapid industrial
development are often associated with a growth in sex markets to provide sexual services for construction
workers, miners, workers from international companies and so on. Teenage girls in particular are often
targeted for exploitation ad even when foreigners move out, the sex markets often remain and are used
by local men (ECPAT, 2008).
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The specific problem of the commercial sexual exploitation of children is not widely recognised in the

region, although within many Caribbeatountries the commercialisation of sex is an accepted feature of

*} ] 8CX D vC (}&Eus }( }viu]lle Ep o E 0 8]}veZ]%s /E]*S + A] vi
C[ v Ze-pP & Tudnsadignal sex, in which young people (especially young women) exchange

sex with older men for material goods and money, is a common form of economic security (Dunn, 2001,

Kempadoo and Dunn, 2001; Ahmed, 2003; Barrow, 2005).

Migration and Trafficking

Migration, a key aspect of the social mobility of people in the Caribpbas also been linked to
commercial sexual exploitation. The liberalisation of trade barriers and the free movement of workers as a
consequence of globalisation have resulted in btggitimate and illicit migratory flows in the region
including an increase in trafficking (IOM, 2005.2):

There are three primary migration flows in the @aean: internal migration (e.gcom rural areas to

a city); intra-regional migration (e.gmovement among island); and outward migration (e.qg.
movement to Latin America, Europe or North AmericBljiree of the most important factors
influencing these flows are soecaronomic inequalities (both within the Caribbean and globally),
tourism and human trdicking (IOM, 2005.2: 10).

Aspreviouslystated, CSEC is difficult to measure and the inability to quantify the problem means that there
are no reliable statistics. A review of research into the trafficking of persons in the Caribbean undertaken
by the Irternational Organisation of Migration concluded that researchers had often speculated about the
characteristics of trafficking of children for CSE in the Caribbean. Furthermore, most of the research carried
out involved only a small number of Caribbean mies, leading to the view that the findings were not
generalisable (I0OM, 2005.Not only were questions raised about inaccuracies in data on trafficiiwgs

also noted that there was a dearth of reliable research on children who are sexuallytex@od abused

in the region more generally (IOM, 2005.Wigration, especially undocumented and informal migration,
although not a direct cause of CSEC, can mask trafficking actititesthe migration of parents can place
children left behind at in@ased risk of predatory behaviquspecially when surrogate care arrangements
are inadequate.Children in the Caribbean may also become vulnerable to CSE and trafficking due to
displacement caused by natural disasters (UNICEF, 2007).

Tourism

Many of thesmaller countries in the region have limited exportable assets and rely on tourism as a source

of income and employment (I0OM, 2005.Kempadoo (2004) argues that commercial sex has long been an
integral feature of Caribbean tourism (Kempadoo, 2004). SOarébbean countries have become known as

o /£ S}UE]*S ZZ}5 *%}Se[ v 3Z Ju P }( e AU 0 % Eul]ee]A v oo ] I C
advertisements. tZ]Jo %o E}*3]SusS]tv J* viS }((] ] oel]dE] }w3}l§¥ U%ZE}SEJE]}V]
commerial sex transactions are {pyoducts of the tourist market with legitimate tourist businesses often

being used to legitimise or hide illicit tourist activity. There are two sides to this pidttire foreigners in

e & Z }( <*8]v 8]}ve (}E { Ap OAZEWE U v 0} 0 % }%o Az} Al A « £
viable means of making a living or improving their economic conditions. Much of this activity is quite legal
and involves consenting adults; however, the increasing commercialisatiox ahsigpornography is also a
contributory factor to the sexual exploitation of children and an increase in the prostituting of children.
Where sex markets exist and where the cultural and social environment is one in which illicit or clandestine
sexual exploitation occurs, children, and teenage girls in particular, can easily get drawn into prostitution.

Sex tourism is often blamed fordhincrease in CSEC worldwide; it is important to nietavever, that most

people who sexually exploit children in any given location are likely to be local residents. In Thailand, 90 per
cent of those sexually exploiting children are said to be local peapid in the Philippines the figure is said

to be 50 per cent (Manion, 2004). Foreign sex tourists are a major source of the demand for child sex
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however, they are not the main source and it is important to ensure that in targeting sex toutists
risks to children are not neglected.

Economic deprivation and poverty have been listed as the foremost causes of children engaging in CSE and
it is clear that childrenand girls in particular, are rendered vulnerable especially when they have low
economicand social statusSealyBurke (2006) in a study carried out in one Caribbean countevealed

how some Caribbean parents disregard the sexual exploitation of their children when the family needs the
income it brings:

The plight of sexually abused chigd is exacerbated by poverty, which, among other things,
V }JUHE P ¢ % & vSe S} SuCEv olv. C 38} 8Z ]E Z]o [+ ]JvA}oA u v
the economic benefit it can bring to the entire family (Selyke, 2006, 7).

This practice is not the same as selling children into prostitution, a problem that occurs elsewhere in the
world, but the evidence does demonstrate the ways in which the degree of poverty some children in the
Caribbean experience increases vubdglity to sexual exploitation.As with children elsewhere,
economically deprived and poorly educated children in the Caribbean are the ones most susceptible to risk
of CSE (SeaBurke, 2006). Approximately 60 per cent of children under 12 and 50 per cent of young
people aged 13 to 19 years live in poverty in Latin America and the Caribbean (UNICEF/ECLAGS2002).
children who live in poverty do not become involved in sexual exploitation and it is important to
understand that there are specific factors that iease risk in particular situations. Most poparents

Alpo Vv}3 ZSuEv 3}oFZ ]E€ [Z]o [+ JVA}JOA uvsd Jv Juu EJo « £ Vv <
situational factors that contribute to the abandonment of the protective functions of family life rbest
taken into account.

WHO IS AT RISK OF CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE?

It is important to point out that children from all soe@onomic, ethnic and educational backgrounds are

at risk of sexual abuselowever a review of some of the research findings shows consistency in the factors
associated with higher risks of child sexual victimisat®inls are at higher risks than boys and more likely

to be preadolescent, i.e. 122 years, and are also likely to haesver friends.Being socially isolated may
create a need for contact and friendship on which sexual abusers can capifaliseling of shame and
stigma from sexual victimisation may also cause children to withdraw and isolate themdeduedly it has

been shown that children who are abused within families can be prohibited from having friGtigst
studies (Miller, 1976; Finkelhor et al, 1984; Finkelhor and Araji, 1986) concern family dynamics in which
parental unavailability and poor relationships amrrelated with sexual abuse in childhood. These studies
show that girls who are victimised are more likely to have lived with-&#pers, to have mothers who

were employed outside the home, to have parents who were disabled, ill or affected by substanc
addiction, to have witnessed conflict between parents, to report a poor relationship with one of their
parents, particularly with motherdVith regard to stegfathers, several studies have shown the presence of

a nonbiological father as an increasedkrifactor for child sexual abus&ruber and Jones (1983) and
Finkelhor and Araji (1986) showed that whereas an absent father was a risk factor, the presence of a step
father further augmented the risk.

Some reasons offered for this are:
x Lack of bondin@gnd the development of a nurturing, caring role by sfafhers (as is more likely to
occur with fathers), weakens the incestboo protective environment.

x Stepfathers might be less protective of girls who are targeted by step relatives, and friends.
x Dating mothers may bring home men who are sexually exploitative and opportunistic.
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Other research findings, such as those reported by Flemming, Mullen and Bammer (1996) found that in
abuse by a family member, vulnerability factors for CSA were physical dfawseg no one to confide in,
having no caring female adult, and parental substance adusegirls abused by someone outside of the
family, the significant factors were physical abuse, social isolation, mother's death, and parental substance
abuse. Findigs such as these emerge from retrospective studies with adults and while they may not be
carried out with child victims for ethical reasons, they nonetheless are critical to our understanding of some
of the factors which cexist with allegations of sexuabuse in children.

Blame Attribution

In examining factors that contribute to who is blamed for child sexual abuse, Back and Lips (1998) show
that blame attribution tends to be along gender lines. In their vignette portrayal describing a sexually
abusiveinteraction between an adult male neighbour and a child, they found that greater blame or
responsibility was assigned to older victims than younger odBeth parents were ascribed similar levels of
responsibility. However, the male observers in this exjpeent attributed greater responsibility and
causality to both the victim and the parents than did the female observers. Taylor and Lloyd (2001) refer to
studies (see for example, Ford et al, 19%&klichmanet al, 1990) that show that a reluctance by

prof e¢]}v 0 8§} E %}ES Z]Jo =« A Mo JEE o §« AlSZ Z o u SSE] us
victim. Adolescent victims of sexual abuse, especially intrafamilial abuse, were found not to be believed
when they disclosed abuse and were more likelybéoblamed for the abuse by teachers, clinicians, the
judiciary and the general community. Ford et al (1994), in research conducted in Britain on attitudes among
teachers and social workers to interfamilial sexual abuse, particularly fadneghter rape,found both

groups demonstrated a willingness to attribute blame to the child victim.

EFFECTS OF CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE

The devastating consequences of child sexual abuse are reflected universally in studies from around the
world and there are remarkable neistencies across research findingshistory of childhood sexual abuse

is associated with numerous psychological sequelae including depression, anxiety, substance abuse,
somatisation, and eating disorders. Wall&894) found that

Yof 115 eatingdisordered women, a secondary diagnosis of borderline personality disorder was
associated with a reported history of sexual abuse. The association was specifically with childhood
sexual abuse (first experience at less than 14 years), rttharwitZ pe o0 § EELW6H]( Y

In the Caribbean region, a study carried out in Trinidzabpolal et al, 20Q7ielded a positive association
between childhood sexual abuse and attendance at psychiatric outpatient clinics. It was reported that
victims of CSA were 2.2 times more likely to be seen in psychiatric consultations than people from the
control group. The authors state that this finding is in keeping with other studies across different cultural
settings.

A qualitative study bypenov and Myriam @4)on the longterm effects of child sexual abuse by females,
which derived data from walepth interviews with 14 adult victim@ men, 7 women) of child sexual abuse

by female perpetrators, revealed some disturbing findinast of the participantsreported that the
experience of femal@erpetratedsexual abuse was harmful and damagifg.a result of the sexuabuse,

both male and female respondents reported letegm difficultieswith substance abuse, setjury, suicide,
depression, ragestraired relationships with women, setfoncept and identityssues, and a discomfort with
sex. Research on the topic reminds us that the abuse of children by male or female perpetrators is
damaging to both boys and girls. Furthermore we must disabuse oursefvbe popular misconception

that sexual abuse by women is relativélgrmless as compared to sexual abuse by men. While female
perpetrators of abuse are very much in the minority and are less likely than men to use force and violence,
they nevertheless iitict serious psychosocial damage on children.
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Survivng Child Sexual Abuse

Knowledge and waepth understanding of the complexity of why some children are abused and why some
adults become abusers are important issues. They inform treatment interventidmsh is critical to
childhood functioning and recovery in the immediate and lorgem. dZ % &% SE S} E[* %o E * %o
other side of the coinTwo theoretical approaches which are particularly useful for understanding more
about the effects of chd sexual abuse are:

x The Sexual Abuse Accommodation Syndrome
x PostTraumatic Stress Disorder

The Sexual Abuse Accommodation Syndrome
&UEV]se ~iBdie & AJvP }v 8Z A}EIl }( "puuld ~iddis ] v3](] * 3Z Yoo
abuse as a copingrategy:

Ythe sexually abused child in secrecy, helplessness and entrapment begins psychologically to adapt to
what is an unliveable situation over timéhe abusive situation which may continuously threaten the

Z]o [* %ZCe*] 0 V % e+C ARDIHPis twwndd, $n PEHIGoEss of accommodation, into a
seemingly normal evd (p.28).
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x Pretending it is not they who are abused

x Going into altered state of consciousness and @reting to sleep

x Pretending during intercourse that the lower body does not exist, all of which ironically can
fit the perverse view of the abuser thatthevs & S]}v J* Z% Eu]sSS [X

PostTraumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD)

Research suggests, and the study discussed in this report sttat/svomen who experienced childhood
sexual abuse are at increased risk of Romtimatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) in adulth@zhaar et al (1998)

in their study of sexual and physical abuse in childhood (before age 15 years) and adulthood (after age 15
years) looked at the overlap of childhood sexual and physical abuse. What the analyses revealed is that
persons who experienced combined childhood sexual and physical abuse reported the highest rate of
sexual and/or physical victimisation and significahityher rates of PTSD and trauma symptoms compared

to those who suffered no abus€onfirmatory evidence of PTSD being one of theeng effects of child

sexual abuse in women is also demonstrated in a study by Briggs and Joyce (1997). This studitheporte
women, who suffered multiple abusive episodes which involved sexual intercourse, suffered increased
symptoms of PTSDGidycz et al (2008) in a survey examining the relationship between hasith
behaviours and sexual victimisation among a sampleotlege women, found that after controlling for age

and parents' education, a history of adolescent sexual victimisation was associated with the following
health-risk behaviours:

Increased likelihood of cigarette smoking and marijuana use

Suicidal ideatin

Experience of physical violence within a dating relationship

Use of diet pills and vomiting or laxatives to lose weight

Multiple sexual partners and early sexual intercourse

Prospectively, women's history of adolescent sexual victimisation was rihregstst predictor of
sexual victimisation during the®onth follow-up.

X X X X X X
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Revictimisation

MessmanMoore et al (2009) in their retrospective and prospective study tested a model of revictimisation
that included multiple childhood (i.e. child sexuphysical, and emotional) and situational variables, such
as substance use and sexual behaviour, for predicting rape. Duringrtien® follow-up period of 276
women: 9% oparticipants were raped an88% of the assaults involved substance use by theni&ape,
substance use, and risky sexual behaviour also predicted-tfmsnatic stress disorder (PTSD)
symptomatology Another study of victimisation in later life, showing the complexity of the connectedness
with physical, emotional and social consequenstemming from child sexual abuse, was carried out by
Kessler and Bieschke (1999). The odds of victimisation in adulthood were greater for women who were
abused in childhood than those who were not abused. Studies of predatory behaviour show that child
abusers seek out and exploit perceived vulnerability and often continue to do so as they move through
their lives, replicating situations in which they are better able to target children. The studies reported here
suggest that these behaviours are not coefil to children alone and mayelp our understanding of the
overlapping vulnerabilities and the association between gmimatic symptomology and increased
revictimisation of women who suffered childhood abuse within a Caribbean cultural and sociattconte

Intergenerational Abuse

Child sexual abuse often ressiih patterns of behavior, vulnerability and revictimisation which increase

the likelihood of the children of survivors being more exposed to risk of abbsghermore the
socialistion and inernalisation of abusive behaviours may lead to some children who were abused
becoming abusers themselves. Intergenerational abuse is often stated as a particular problem within
Caribbean communitiedNoll (1993) cites evidence supporting %. & «cycke @fdviolence perpetrated
againstwomen that begins in childhood in the form of sexual abusesmerges later in adolescence and
early adulthood in the formof physical assault or sexual revictimisation, and ultimapthces the next
generation at casiderable risk for victimisation. Supporting this finding of the intergenerational cycle of
abuse is the work ofMcCloskey et al (2004) who reports that aternal sexuahbuse history indicates a
greater likelihood for a woman to be subject toviitimisation and her children to be targeted for abuse.

Victims who become Abusers

The research evidence shows possible links but not necessarily causation as we seek explanations as to why
some people who were victims of abuse become perpetrators of ab8keser et al (2001), in their
retrospective study of clinical notes, reviewed 843 personé7 males and 96 females who were attending

a specialist forensic psychotherapy centre in London, UK, and found the following: a high percentage of the
male subjectsvho were abused in childhood by a female relative became perpetrators of abuse. No similar
link was found for the female subjects in this stutty.other words, men who had experienced abuse as
children were more likely than women who had been sexuallysatl to become perpetrators of abuse.

While there were limitations to the study, it nevertheless throws light on this complex issue. Cannon (2001)
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factors that may affect the likelihood of someone who has been abused becoming an abuser. A study by
Seghorn et al (1987) showed that child sex abusers who were sexually abused as children were more likely
than those who were not abused to have had fatheithva criminal and/or substance use history, parents

with psychiatric problems, sexual deviance within the family and a high incidence of childhood neglect.

Economic Impact

Unsurprisingly the known loAgerm deleterious effects of child sexual abusetbe social, psychological

and the mental health of adults who were abused as children, often show up in performance and earnings
in the workplaceRobst (2007) attributes the 25.9% gender wage differential and gender differences in the
prevalence and wageffects from childhood sexual abuse. In his paper he cites a plethora of documentary
evidence pointing to the likely effects of childhood sexual abuse on later workplace performance. He states:

CSA is associated with poorer economic outcomes among woroemmfny reasons.The
experience of childhood sexual abuse lays a foundation of shame (Kessler and Bieschke, 1999), low
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selfesteem (Ketring and Feinauer, 1999), and difficulty trusting oth&tsough time, such
negative attitudes lead to adverse outcomssch as difficulty with relationships and trouble in
school. CSA may affect wages because traumatic events during childhood may also lead to
psychological disorders as adults including depression, phobiasstrpastatic stress disorder
(PTSD), dissociatip addiction, and borderline pepgality disorder (Kendler et al2000).
Psychological disorders have economic implications suchwes lwages and work difficulties

Poor cancentration, anxiety or feagnd difficulty dealing with others, which are markdor mental illness,
were obstacles to employment for one sample of sexually abused women (Hall, 3000)ors of CSA
were more likely to report job related problems, financial problems, and problems with absenteeAn.
survivors were more likely tavork in unskilled or semiskilled occupations, and suffered @inkein socic
economicstatus reldive to their family of originlt should also be noted however that many survivors of
abuse compensate for what they see as their failings (by being tatdeteabuse) by oveachieving both

in higher education and also in their careers.

Economic Vulnerability anthe Caribbean Family

The global financial downturn will undoubtedly negatively impact Cariblbessseholds, particularly those

with children, especially in countries that are heavily reliant on tourism (as tourism is predicted to be one of

the casualties of the economic crisis). Single woieaded households, a common family form in the
Caribbeanparticularly among poorer and economically disenfranchised communities, may expose children

to increased risk of prostitution and transactional sexual abuse especially where there are partners or
boyfriends who have no biological connection or nurturingeepaal bond with the children of the
household. Le Franc et al (1996) help us to understand the perceived economic vulnerability and cultural
adaptation of women in their Caribbean study. Some of their behavioural responses include multiple
partnerswhos€EA ¢ Z }v}u] ¢ HE]SC[ ~ }o+*3 BE E]Jvh po 8 Z]VAAo3u vs
as these women strive to provide for themselves and their households. The study also refers to other
studies (Gonzales, 1981; Rubenstein, 1983) in which theepbrud simultaneous and serial partnerships

AlS8Z upo8]%0 Z C ( 8Z E+[ %}**] 0C % E}A] JVP }viu] ep%%}ES 35}
economic survival or coping strategy for womése. Franc et al (1994) suggest thatreasingly, the norm

for family relationships is a series of shtgtm relationships as distinct from simultaneous sexual
partnerships While the work of Le Franc and others describe these family formations as reflecting the need

for economic survival, ithis study of childsexual abuse, such behaviours were not seen as decreasing
Alu v[e ¢} ] o v }viu] Apov E ]o]3CU us8 €& 3Z E Jv E <]JvP 3Z |C
exposure) to risky sexual encounterspyoSuE o00C %0 S vIEues AZ] Z ]v ou Alu
p & %S]}tve }( Z }8Z E[ (JvVv] o & *%}ve] ]0]8] » ~}(8 v 8§} Z]Jo & v
with whom there is unlikely to be any nurturing paternal bond), serves to help us understand the wider
impact of gender inequality and poverty ohet creation of risk environments for childreRamilies, which

in other circumstances may be able to fulfil the functions of child protection, can easily be transformed into
places in which children are at risk of abuse and exploitation, especially whathers are in shorterm
relationships, where fathers take little responsibility for care and protection and where there are men with
abusive behaviours.

THE TREATMENT PARADIGM

In the section that follows we discuss some of the issues that need tokiea fato account in establishing
treatment programmes.We are mindful however of concerns about the appropriateness and- cost
effectiveness of transporting models developed elsewhere to the Caribbean cohexertheless, where
evidence of benefit existand where interventions have cultural relevance or applicability, it is important
that they are explored. The discussion that follows focuses not only the therapeutic needs of individual
survivors but also the individual pathology of abusers. While thgg@oaches are appropriate in some
circumstances, there are also limitations. For example, interventions focused on individual abusers are
costly, generally require hiiglevel resources (e.g. skillpdofessionals trained to an advanced level), have
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little proven effectiveness and detract resources from prevention and support of survivansilybased
support and community/public engagement/education programmes geared towards prevention may be
more effective overall and more cost effective.

Secrecy and Adiction Syndromes

In exploring treatment modalities, the dynamics of child sexual abuse need to be fully understood. There
are two unique characteristics or syndromes which characterise CSA and set it apart from other forms of
childhood abuseThese charderistics, the syndromes of secrecy and addiction, provide important insights
Jvs} sz (( S+ v ul]Jvsvyv }( ~ v 8§8Z Zv }(SZ &E % HUS] Zep eoe].

The syndrome of secreaimplications for the child
Child sexual abuse is often maintained by external fact
such as disbelieving the chitdvhich can and often extends SDUDGR [«

into the legal processes, the absence of an ally for the ¢ The abuser is often loved by
(the most powerful being the mother), the punitive approadRUEKeTIRENSEERIETVRIE

to perpetratoE+ AZ] Z v }vSE] us 8§} z child fears imprisonment of
abuse, the issue of threats to the abused child and th an abusing father and so has
(ulJoCU 8§z Zlo [+ ( @& s AZ § ] tol % SZ He ¢ (E ¢
about the consequences of disclosure (which incidenta The child wants the abuse to
includes fear of imprisonment of aabusing fathert who, stop but this does not happen
paradoxically, is often loved by the child, but who they a because the abuse is kept a
want to stop the abuse) and an absence of forensic med secret

evidence. The power of these factors in the maintenance
this open secret of child sexual abuse is that \ang denial
by the child (and mother) are often confuse@ihe child is
fully aware of the facts, but overwhelmed by the consequences of admission is thus unable to tell the truth.

The syndromeof addiction
Furniss (1991, p.33) describes the syndromeofecy and addiction in child sexual abuse as interlocking
processesThe addictive element shows a striking resemblance with other addictions as follows:

Child sexual abusers know that the abuse is wrong and that it is a crime

The abuser knows that thebase is damaging to the child, yet it continues

Guilt feelings and knowledge of this damage to the child may lead to attempts to stop the abuse

Such attempts to stop the abuse can lead to withdrawal symptoms such as anxiety, irritability,

restlessness andther symptoms

Sexual abuse, like other addictions, does not primarily (or solely) create a pleasurable experience

but serves as a tension release

6. The sexually arousing aspects of child sexual abuse and the subsequent tension relief create
psychological épendence

7. Dependence on child sexual abuse at the individual level appears to operate independently of legal

threats.

Ea N

o

What Furniss does not discuss, but has been raised by other commenttdtat the ability to have

power and control over the victim also feeds into the addictive prodéss.not difficult, therefore, to see

how this process of stimulus and response might enable the learning of abusive behaviours in people who
have been bhused and who then become abuselevertheless, it is also important to be reminded that

the majority of people who were abused as childdmnot  }u pos pe E v  E]S] » }( &
work point out that no explanation is provided as to why sgmeple develop a psychological dependence

}v « £Au 00C pel]vP ZJo &€ v v }SZ E- } Vv}SX &UESZ EUu}E U SZ %C
behaviour or psychological dependence is that these terms imply that the person has no control over his
actiors. *%]5 3Z o]uls 3]}ve }( &UEV]ee[s A}YEI Z } + ] v3](C 8Z Z oo
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and therapeutic interventions with perpetrators and highlights the need for treatment interventions which
address the interlinking factors which incredke risk of some survivors becoming perpetrators.

Furniss (1991, p.34) further reminds us of the addictive responses which are a feature of the lives of many
survivors of child sexual abuse, such as drug addiction, alcohol and nicotine abuse, and depente
minor tranquilizers and other tablets. The literature on substance misuse and CSA shows that #feenong
sexually abused child often develops various maladaptive coping mechanisms for reality avoidance and the
relief of their stress and anxiety drthat these coping mechanisms may lead to addictive behaviours.

Challenges for Treatment

There are many challenges associated with the treatment of some abused children. These include
dependence on the perpetrator(s) for the basics and essentials dihihoel, emotional attention and the

Z(JE [ o]A]vP §}P §Z & wu Jvi ]Jv ]Jv <}u e+ C 3ZE 3+ }( Al3Zz @
attachment and loyalty (psychosexual dependency) often created between abuser and abused (Furniss
1991). The morally corbo 3]vP (( 3« }( E A & U €] « v 3Z JA]*]JA o o
Z+*% ] ov e¢[ }A }83Z Ee]v §Z (u]lJoCU v o §} *SE}IVP JVIiPE]}I e
alternative caring, nurturing adult/child relationship. This ation is reinforced and maintained by the
powerful aforementioned secrecy syndrome. These factors all pose serious treatment intervention
challenges.

0]
83

dZ %ZCe+]}o}P] o E&}ue 0o } HMEE]VP ]Jv « £p o He Z o % e (E]
frightening for childrenYet this sexual arousal by its physiological, involuntary responsiveness can also be
*SE}vP0OoC Z ]S (}E&uU]JvP v u C %0 *UE 0 X[ &UEV]ese ~i00ie 5§ § W

The habit formation of sexual arousal and tension relief through sestirallation can lead to strong
sexualisation which we see in children of young age and adults alike. The phyalasgect of arousal
Yand the strong habiforming element can lead to addictiveness in sexually aatingbehaviour

which carbe extremelydifficult to treat (p.32).

Systemic and Contextual Approach

There are indisputable loagrm negative effects of child sexual abuse which demand that treatment
interventions are taken seriously. The two broad approaches to treatment described litettaure are a

victim advocacy/child welfare approach and a famsigtems modelOver the last two decades several
clinicians and researchers have concluded that a comprehensive treatment model that utilises elements
from both the child advocacy and faljn system approach are the most effective. A comprehensive
progranme will treat all members of the family and include the larger legal and social justice systems,
recognising that there are many causes of child sexual abuse in the family, and manyrngdeseds of
vulnerabilities to abuse.

dz Ju }( Z83Z % EJu EC 3Z E % us] /v3 EA vi]}v ] 8Z 8 }( Z vP]v
%opuv]eZ]vP SZ He E+ }E &E u}lAJvP Z]Jo E v =« ]+}o & Uu *uE& « Jv $Z ]
The folbwing steps are advised:

1. Blocking further sexual abuse in which the intervention seeks to minimise secondary psychological
damage to the child.

2. Establishing the facts of abuse and the abuse as shared family reality. In this approach, the secrecy
and addction syndromes of the abuse are recognised.

3. Paternal responsibility for the abusevhich seeks to restore proper parent/child relationship.

Paternal responsibility for general carge-establishing the true parent/father role to the child (and

not one d a pseudepartner).

5. Work on the motherchild dyad which is critical in helping the mother to be #wejecting,
emotionally central, present and protectiveTo believe and support her child. Work on-re

»
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establishing the trustworthiness and dependability 7 Z]o [« o](V C AS ve]}vU (}
later adult trusting relationships and emotional secure relationships with women.

6. Work with the parents as partne,isAZ E 3Z  }u%o [* }Av u}S]}vo v « £po
each other are explicitly recodr (}J& SZ J]E %}S vS] o00C * % P} SjuBo[Vv ]vi
against the victim child.

7. Work on the fatherchild dyad- in which there is acknowledgement of any intensive and
psychologically damaging attachments; where the emotional trust and eafi@ts of protection

V ZZ-KBIEZ]%|[ E % E}(}uv oC Al}o 8 V AZz & sz Z]o v E
father figure and in later adulthood, with men.

HetzelRiggin et al (2007) in their metmnalytic investigation of therapy modalities oatoes on the sexual

abuse of children and adolescents age$83 conducted on the reported treatments between 1975 and
2004 provides this overview. After examining the reported outcomes on play therapy, cognitive
behavioural, abuse specific, supportive tapy, individual therapy and family therapy, they conclude that

§Z E %C u} o0]8C <Z}uo % v }v §Z Z]lo [* Uu]Jv % & « vS§]vP =« }v
problems, psychological distress efthey state in their conclusion

The results of the prese study suggest that the effectiveness of different treatments will be

1(( &E vS§ E}lee ¢« }v EC %E} 0o u }US }u X dZ u ]Jv Ju%eo] S]}n
findings are that the most beneficial treatment for a client is likely to be chgecific ad rely
heaviyonsZ 0] vS§[*e * }v EC % &} 0 u-

A systemic and contextual approach to child sexual abuse will therefore share similar philosophies and
therapeutic goals of which the following are the foundation:

x A family sex abuse treatment programngeal of the immediate cessation of all forms of abuse
within the family
x Z H8]}v]vEZ (uloC[e Apov E Jo]8] » 8}. pe 8} Z 0% VeuE -p
x Treatment plans should alstclude a therapeutic team approach witthe family and all
professionalgnvolved with the case to help a sense of power and control withinfamaily and
ve uE A E Cqwv thd »saihe %o P thiroughout treatment and therapeutic journey

Identifying Specific Needs

The effects of abuse on children are contingent on the daratand type of child sexual abuse, the

E o0 S]}VveZ]% }( SZ %o E% SE& S}E S} §Z Z]o v §Z Z]o [¢ Jvs @E\
Z]lo & v[e v & }8Z <% ](] v PVv EoX ZJoEvVv ZA Py Eov

however hey also have specific needs for therapeutic intervention based on the circumstances and effects

of their own unique set of circumstancesy }ve] @E]JvP Z]Jo & v[e v =« A V spquu E]-

three main headings:

Therapeutic needs

Z] o Eneefls for coundéing and support are usually the least wé€lt « } u (E *% § }(chidpvSEC
protection systen. The NSPCC (2009) report into child protection in the UK states that only a quarter of
children sexually abused who am meed of serviceseceive them, o$Z}uPZ (E}u §Z Z]o [* %o C
and in terms of reducing the long term negative effects of CSA, this should be much higher up the agenda.
However, therapy will have no benefit where a child is in a situation of ongoing risk or lieistijlabused
and thus the child has protection needs.

Child protection needs

These needs relate to children generally within a society and require the establishment of arrangements
and processes to identifyeduce and respond to the circumstances thitge children at risk. These needs

also relate to the child as an individual and one of the challenges is to ensure that the systems designed to
protect all children are not so crude as to be ineffectindandividual circumstances dhat they do not
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crede further harm for children (this issue was discussed earlier in relation to the UK child protection
system)

Child justice needs

Z]lo & v[e ¢ ve }( i8] IS Vv J(( & (E}u 8Z 8§ }( §8Z posSiedtE }puv $Z
see an abuser imprisonejistice for a child may mean this but it may equally mean that the child has been
believed, adequately supported and protected and that she and her family have not been subject to
invasive, destictive investigative process. In many Caribbean countries, the resources for child
protection, limited as they are, are disproportionately spent on criminal justice processes rather than on
the support or protection of childrenfhese processes are costly, highly resotméensivein terms of the
skills and training of those involved, yield poor results in terms of convictions and are generally experienced
by children as harmful. These experiences have also been reported in studies carried out elsewhere. While
the criminal justicesystem can and should be improved and should always be an important part of any
overall strategy on CSA, the evidence from the literature on the topic is that a criminal jiestiapproach
to child abuse is unlikely to bring about the changes neededdugnt abuse in the first plac&urther to
this, studies with children who have been abused suggest that justice requires firstly that the child is
believed, secondly, prosecution and conviction may not always be appropriate and thirdly that different
forms of justice (such as restorative justice) should be explored

The literature identifies many different factors and variables which impact upon the effects and
consequences of sexual abuse for individual childhepulling these factors together, we Y& developed

a CSA Consequences (variables grid) which shows some of the interconnecting factors involved in
determining the extent and consequences of abusach cell represents a different variable and different
combinations of different variables wjfoduce different outcomes for different children.

CSA Consequences (variables grid)

Child Abuse Abuser Non-abusing Family Society
adult

Age Type Age There is a non Make-up of Structural issues
abusing adult family e.g. gendeinequality ,
available to the poverty, social
child marginalization,

Gender Whether Gender Gender Gender roles Gender socialisation ani
anyone else relationships patriarchal values
involved

Place in family Measures used Relationship Relationship to the Economic How sex is

to child child circumstances  portrayed/promoted
or discussed

Other Frequency Views about  Relationship to the History of abuse "~} ] SC[* B *%o}Vve

characteristics sex abuser victim-blaming, condoning

(e.g. disability) abuse, etc)

Status infamily Where Status in Believes the child  Social status Political commitment to
When family addressing the problem

Resilience Effects of abuse Risk Status Other risk Professional expertise &

factors behaviours factors resources available

Personality How long abuse History of Can access suppor Protective Status of children
went on for abuse factors

Example- using theCSA Consequences (variables grid)
Child A

Z]o [+ Z & <ClidAs3q 18 years old, the eldest child in her family, has learning difficulties, is quiet
and reservedand iseasily overshadowed by others in the family

37|Page



Abuse characteristicsRaped at the age of ten within the home, both fear and gifts used to silence her, has
continued to be raped on a regular basis, sometimes an implement is used, recently had an abortion
Abuser characteristicsAbuser is stegather, believes sex with thfemales in the household is his right as

he is the main breadwinner, occupies a high standing within the family, rislavilmurs also include
drinking- he is physically violent when drunk, he has abused children from his former relationship
Nonabusingadult - Mother, does not want to believe the child, is subject to physical violence herself and is
(EJPZS v }( Z oo vVP]JvP Z E % ESv EU ]- % v vS }v Z E % ESv E
and has neone to confide in

Family- family ispoor, three children from three different fathers, only the father of the youngest takes
any interest in his child, the man is viewed as head of the household, longstanding problems of physical
violence, have little social standing, protective factors largely around the close relationship of the three
siblings and their involvement in the local church

Society characteristics Women generally have considerable freedoni®wever, many women are
economically dependent on men, men givepecial privilegand status- this resonates at every level of
society, men control sexual decistamaking, transactional sexual abuse is widely tolerated, professional
help is available but constrained by lack of political will, children valued but not expected to tssert
views.

Changes to any one or number of the variables in the grid might change the consequences, effects and
outcomes of the abuse Child A is subjectRor example, having a nabusing parent who believes her

and has access to support to stop thieuse and having professionals and systems that are effective would
not undo the damage that Child A has been caused but may prevent long term psychological damage or
speed her psychological recovery. This grid shows us that while we may have set systiepnscedures

for dealing with abuse, every situation is unique and may require a unique set of responses.

Boys

The specific needs of abused boys must also be addressed (Furniss,B8&lfind it even more difficult
than girls to talk about sexuabuse; they often fear becoming homosexual and may struggle to make
adolescent relationships with the opposite sa@key also may develop intense loyalty or violent feelings of
aggression towards the person who abused them and often fear becoming an abesgselves. Furniss
states:

Homosexually abused adolescent boys are in a different position towards their mother as the non
abusing parent, compared with girl&dolescent boys usually find it impossible to turn to their
mothers as the norabusing parenh to talk about issues of sexuality and even less about
homosexual abuse. (They) need to find a atmising male aafid v 3§} AZ}u $Z C v § ol
(p.150).

We are reminded by the research that-20% of sexually abused children are boys (Baker and Duncan,
1985; Finkelhor, 1979; Furniss et al, 1984, reported in Furniss, 1991, p.15).

Children who Abuse other Children
From a recidivist and treatment of perpetrators perspectiviejs important to acknowledgehat a
significant percentage of adolescents arbuaers and the provision of early robust assessment and
treatment is critical tothe prevention of further abuse. For example Myers (2004) cites Kaufman et al
(1996) pointing out that the sexual activity between teenagers and younger children is someteady

He]A v o] Zo & & (o P[ (}J& 82 1 vs3](] 81}v }( 8 v P e AZ}
interest that might last a lifetimeDC Ee[ }o ¢« v8 ¢« Fpu o }((v Ee «3u C AZz] Z A -
states:'National estimates suggestiat adolescents are responsible for 2630% of all rapes and 3%
}( oo e }( Z]JOo o Epu O e }udld)s Z C E[ ~%o
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Inter-professional Collaboration

Policy makers and professionals responsible for therapeutic services, health care, child protection and legal
interventions must challenge themselves to understand fully how bureaucratic practices, discriminatory
and outdated legislation, absence of bagols of the trade and lack of knowledge on the causes and
effects of child sexual abuse combine to compound damage at the individual, communityatiodal
levels.The aforementioned sequel of abuse is maintained by secrecy and a lack of effective whiishat

the same time the effects are evidenced in dysfunction and ill health which demand resources for
treatment and rehabilitation. Z]o % E}3 3]A u spuE « E E u]E §} u ]Jvs Jv §
mental health, which are bound up in thetimns taken by the police and legal services as they undertake

their duty to prevent crime, protect the victim and dispense justice.

Furniss (1991, p.18) reminds us of the difference between the legal admission by abusers and their
ZYAvIMRo[ %o« C aly.cSuPdrficial admission might take place to spare the abuser the long and
difficult process of fully facing up to his behaviour and taking responsibility for his adtioreses in which
justice appears to have been served, in reality often nothiag thanged in the predilection of the person

for sexually abusing childreft.is here, for example, that the legal professionals can work with therapists
and other professionals in ensuring that meaningful therapeutic intervention is not aborted by sehemi
perpetrators who feel that their admission of guilt and a few short therapy sessions are sufficient.
particular child or children may still be at risk and perhaps are at increased risk as society takes it eye off
the apparent penitent victimisefEqually, inappropriate intervention by child protection workers resulting

in removing the child prematurely who is often subsequently returned after allegations, cealtégations

and denial by the child and is then placed at further risk of harm, onleseto reinforce the secrecy
syndrome and the continuation of abusBurniss (1991, pp.9Z00) refers to these counterproductive

% E}( **]}v o ]vd EA wEdrheting erihe@rguention and abus#o E}u}S]vP Z]o % E}S §]

Respectful regard foand fully understanding professional roles and the inherent pitfalls to be faced by
each professional in protecting abused children from harm, are essential principles that must underpin
inter-professional collaborationSuch collaboration cannot be willddto existence and it is clear that
specialist training for professional groups together with joint interagency training is imperative. Wenger
(2001) has developed an approach to understanding and developinggraéssional working which he

calls the communities of practice approactiwenger, 2001).This approach promotes the mutual
engagement of different professionals, which in working to protect children from CSA and apprehending
perpetrators can lead to a coherent strategy that fully acknowledges kmmifits from the diversity of
perspectives brought by each professional group. Implicit in this approach is the mutual knowledge
exchange that occurs Z«Z & Z]*S}E] ¢ }( 0o @&v]vP][ Fheappr@adh i$ibdded %nXiied « X
HV Ee*S v JVPOSEES|VP ] SZ Z]*S}EC }( % E 3] V % & §] ]+ 8z
acknowledges thathost situations that involve sustained interpersonal engagement generate their fair

Z & }( 8§ ve]l}lve v Jv(o] [ ~% X066+ AZ] Z pptformaidcedESr] any tradig P E } e
programme and effective multidisciplinary collaboration to stand any chance of success, the views and
attitudes of the professionals must be taken into account.

Care and Protection from a Caribbean Perspective

The effectieness of the care and protective services to sexually abused children in the Caribbean is
severely restricted by the limited numbers of trained staff who largely work generitalthose islands
which attempt some degree of child protection specialisimadditional resources or specialist training are
made available. Trotman Stoby (2002, p.17) states:

The failure to see the importance of this sector can be evident in weak political and managerial

leadership, which exists from time to time, coupled withappropriately low budgets tado
significantly important jobs
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Restorative justice approaches.

Community/familyempowerment approaches (e.g. Family Group Conferencing).
Enhancing the protective role of women.

Enhancing the protective role of men.

Ongoing public education théite whole of Caribbean society, print and electronic
media, corporate and civil society subscribes to.

Working with faith based organisations (FBOs) that understand the importance of

working with other groups irrespective of their faith or ntaith.

Interventions in preschool, primary and secondary schools

dE JV]VP VvV eu%%}ES (JE § Z E- AZ} & }(8v &z
Z]o [+ ] o}epE }( < Ap o pe X

Counselling and therapeutic responses in resodiroided contexts (trained

professionals in the Caribbean pooling knowledge to develop culturally specific

responses.

'V E 00C *% I]JvPU §Z @& *%}ve 3} Apov E o Z]Jo E v[e v e+ v &} o
emergency basis, with little room for ongoing support should a case be dismissed in court, as is often the
case.

Professionals in the field are aléy frustrated by the inadequate legislation to handle child abuse
cases and by the ease with which alleged perpetrators can sometimes avoidatrproceedings
and sentencingTrotman Stoby, 2002, p.16).

There are some parallels between the Caribbead the UK and USA experience of child sexual abuse, but
there are also some differenceslz E Z - v *0}JA u EP v (E}u §Z Z§ }} 8 P
abuse was not talked about, to its fuller recognition among professionals and the wider s&eittgrns of

secrecy and denial however still exist, in this respect mirroring what existed in the UK in the 1940s and
1950s.This is compounded by an absence of grassroots advocates to complement the work of agencies
such as UNICERhere are also limitsvith regard to legislative and policy reform and the systematic
collection of data on vulnerable children and the patterns of known abusers appear to be largely non
existent. FreemanLongo and Blanchard (1998), in examining the public's awareness of spohees to

child sexual abuse, argue that society's response to sexual abuse has focused on increased public spending
§}o o v ]Jv & & 3§ Iv}Av }(( v E+U A]3Z Zulpapadtrefpnentvd? s¢yu®E Juup
offenders, little or no supportdr effective public education about sexual abuse and effective prevention
efforts, and continuing resistance to universal instruction of children and adolescents on human sexuality
and the interpersonal skills necessary for safe and satisfying intimat& tglv « Z ] %o « [ X

In developing an approach relevant to the Caribbean social and cultural context, we propose that sexual
e Al A v}$ }voC Z]o & v[e E]PZSes Jeep HE 0°} ¢ % 0]

criminal justice problem)Publc health approaches include an emphasis on education and prevention,

comprehensive treatment of identified cases, and dealing with abusers who fail to respond to treatment or

present a serious risk to the communipproaches to the management of childuee in the region will

require courage and the adoption of radical, progressive and effective measures (rather than those that are

simply politically acceptable) to tackle the known effects of child sexual abuwawing from the literature,

we identify irterventions that should be considered.

There are several good practice models that can be modified for the Caribbean cultural context, such as the
alternative approach in the Belgium system (Gilbert, 196#) its emphasis on:
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x Direct assistance and management of abused children and their families, with the child remaining
in the family whenever possible;

x Support, supervision and counselling for the professions confronted by child abuse;

x Focus on changingublic opinion, not just the family.

It is important that models and approaches developed

other countries are carefully assessed for their cultu 3DUDGR[«

relevance and usefulness (supported by evidence) for The family is the natural
Caribbean and that strategies adopted are efifeg environment for the care and
sustainable and affordable. protection of childrerbut is

also the place where most
SOME POLICY AND LEGISLATIVE CONSIDERATI( harm occurs

A recent reportinto the state of child protection legislation
and policy in Barbados stated:

YDish Eu}vC %0 Pu « SZhew(}2 3§ dire ¥ieed for reform of the Child lsystem in
BarbadosSuch reform should include the consolidation of all the relevant legislative provisions
relating to children, amendment of inadequate provisions and repeal of provisions which do not
accord with international standards along with incsed clarity on child protection procedures

and obligationgp. 4).

The lack of proper resourcing for the implementation of the law and the services which support the law
was a commonly recurring complaint cited by practitioners and policy intervieweeimwith research.
Although there are variations in the policies and legislative frameworks across the region, the concerns
highlighted in Barbados could equally apply to many Caribbean countries. Examples of the failings and
injustices which result in a fare to protect children from sexual abuse are well documented by Sealy
Burke (2007} Within that report and other$ many paradoxes and deficits can be seen within child
protection systems which are struggling under the heavy burden of inefficient I&gisland
uncoordinated multidisciplinary responses, the effect of which results linge medicesociceconomic

price to the state. Examples of these paradoxes are:

1. The family is the natural and traditional environment for the care and protection of children but as
seen from the CSA research is also the place where harm most often deanrly members e.g.
mothers can chose not to bring a case against an alleged perpetrator for the sexual abuse of a
child- current legislation expressly allows this

2. Mandatory reporting of abuse offences against children is hailed as vital in the fight, yet those
countries which have mandary reporting do no better than those who do nbecause ofack of
training in the implicit fundamental philosophy and principles of the reporting, therpggiisite
multidisciplinary team approach, and ineffective law enforcement and inadequate resotoce
support children and families in cases where reports have been made

3. Those countries which have child abuse reporting protocols fare no better than those which do not
because of the delay in or neamplementation of said protocols.

4. Those counies with higher numbers of qualified frontline staff such as social workers have the
same challenges as those with lesser qualified staff.

! Ince, $A.and Cornelius, §2009) A harmonized approach to child protection in Barbadosasefor reform.
UNICEBarbados &mily Law Council

% SealyBurke, J. (2007) TheaSus of Child Protection in St.Kitts/NeviShe need for a national reportimgrotocol
® SealyBurke, J(2007) TheXatus of Child Protection in Barbade$he need for a natnal reportingprotocol
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Legislation Relating to CSEC in the Caribbean

The International Organisation of Migration has commented on the lack of-raiclging, cohesive legislation to
tackle trafficking in the Caribbean, although of note, the organisation praises CARICOM for introducing mode
legislation to facilitate the implaentation of laws to combat trafficking (IOM, 2005.DOARICOM provides
support to member governments in drafting laws which cover prostitution and trafficking offe@eesof the

major challenges in regional cooperation on CSEC is that Caribbean couaften have differing
interpretations and definitions within the laws that deal with prostitution:

The age at which the victim is considered a minor differs between countries, and frequently differs from
the age of sexual consent for other offences witttie same countryFor example, in The Bahamas, St
Lucia and Jamaica, the age of sexual consent is 16 years, yet procurement of a person (or woman in tr
case of Jamaica) for sexual purposes is prohibited for those less than 18 years of age. Despike the f
that Guyana has the lowest age of sexual consent, the law prohibits procurement of women under the
age of 21 However, procurement of minors for prostitution, as a specific offence in Guyana, deems the
age of consent to be 12 years of age (I0OM, 2005.1T7).

Other countries, such as Surinam, have no explicit legislation to deal with the exploitation of children for the
purpose of prostitution or pornography (ILO, 2005), while in St. Vincent and the Grenadines, legislation does
not consider that youndpoys can be sexually abused through prostitution and sexual intercourse -EBe&#,

2006). Significantly, a number of Caribbean countries limit the definition of sexual intercourse to vaginal
intercourse and rule out other sexual acts such as analkeglor penetration by other methods (Sed&wyrke,

2006). Some Caribbean countries prosecute children between the ages of twelve and eighteen for adull
prostitution offences even if perpetrated under circumstances of violence and intimidaliorsome exten

this mirrors criticisms of the UK where children who have been trapped into CSE and trafficking are sometime:
SE S8 e« }((v E+s & 8Z E 3Z v =+ ]38+ A] 8]Jue ~E 3Jhpse wonizgdicti@svife
legislation create confusion, lead tonflicting priorities and provide legal lotwles which leave children at

risk of abuse and create opportunities fpaedophiles The wide variations across the region also indicate a
lack of consensus within the Caribbean on the definition of comrakseixual exploitation.

D vC }luvsSE] * ]Jv §Z E] vZA ¢]Pv u% 3} ]Jvd Ev §]}Jvo PE u vS
safeguard children from involvement in C3towever, Caribbean countries are currently experiencing a
weakening of theirconomic stability and high levels of unemployment (UNICEF, 2007) which undermine the
implementation of these agreements&overnments may be reluctant to inject funds into social policies to
combat CSEC and this may be particularly the case in courtaebave become identified as a destination for

sex tourists especially where such tourists are viewed as contributing to the economic growth of the country.
Development in the region is, by and large, determined by economic policies, and the constosets ly
international debt agreements (e.g. economic restructuring policies) may be one reason why CSEC does n
appear to be given sufficient priority within the political agentlais may also partially explain why although all
Caribbean countries havatified the Convention on the Rights of the Child, not all countries have signed or
ratified documents relating to the trafficking of children, or the sale of children for prostitution and
pornography, since ratification requires governments to commit veses to the implementation of these
agreementsThe tables below, based on an analysis across seven Caribbean countries, illustrate a generally lo
level of engagement with these international policy frameworks:

Convention on the Rights of the Child (198

Country Signed Ratified

Bahamas 30" October 1990 22" March 1991
Barbados 19" April 1990 8" November 1990
Guyana 30" September 1990 13" February 1991
Jamaica 26" January 1990 13" June 1991
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Netherlands Antilles 26" January 1990 7" March 1995

St Lucia 30" September 1990 16" July 1993
Suriname 26" January 1990 31* March 1993
(IOM, 2005. 1)

Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children (2000)

Country Signed Ratified

Bahamas 9™ April 2001 No

Barbados 26" September 2001 No

Guyana No No

Jamaica 13" September 2002 29" September 2003
Netherlands Antilles 12" December 2000 No

St Lucia No No

Suriname No No

(IOM, 2005. 1)

Optional Protocol on the Salef Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography (2000)

Country Signed Ratified
Bahamas No No
Barbados No No
Guyana No No
Jamaica 8™ September 2000 No
Netherlands Antilles 7" September 2000(via Neth.) No
St Lucia No No
Suriname 10" May 2002 No
(IOM, 2005. 1)

In respect of the sexual exploitation of children, it seems that the global agenda as outlined in the
agreements above is not adequately enforced throughout the region (IOM, 20@%&irthermore, although

all Caribbearcountries have ratified the CRC, UNICEF (2007) states that the haatmmmiof domestic

laws across the Caribbean with the CRC is still either fragile eexistent despite the fact that this policy
framework obliges all who have ratified it to ensutgimplementation.

Policy and Legislative Reform

For child sexual abuse to be properly and rightly addressed it must be part of a much wider family law
framework complemented by a national child and family care agenda which establishes the importance and
centrality of the family unit to the care and protection of its family members and acknowledge this dynamic
in relation to the wider societySuch a framework recognises the equitable distribution of justice
particularly to those who have traditionally ffered inequity such as children born out of wedlock and
single mothers (e.g. in the case of the child maintenance arrangements).

A harmonised, relevant and ufp- § o0 PJ]eo 3]A (€& u A}EI ]« VSE o0 38} 83Z % E)
rights. Agood £ u%0 }( *u Z (E u A}EI ]» §Z h< Z]o @nphpsisonsthg( i660 .
% E u}lpvs C }( Sz Z]lo [+ A o( G pdrestZ in Ju %d)eH® (hen in his/her best

43|Page



interest) and the judicious interventiohy state through targetedntervention to children most in need.

Within the Caribbean, there is need for clearly articulated child protection policies together with a

% E]IE]S]e 81}v }( Z]Jo & v[s E]PZSe }3Z =+ 18]l ve v 0} o+ % Ee}ve
with the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

Reporting Systems

Resources are however only part of the challenges facing agencies working to protect chddesn.
institutional system in which substantial resources have been expended and service delideq igwboth

the UK and the USis mandatory reporting and the creation of child protection registers which flow from
mandatory reporting. In the UK, the child protection register was a source of major contention since
families were seen as being patholegdl by being identiéd with harm to children, whileegistration in

13+ o( }(3 v ] Vv}$8 @E]vP Al8Z 18 8z =+ EA] + v 8} Ju% E}A 3§Z
circumstancesRecent shifts have attempted to change the focus from one of monit@igsurveillance

to one of supportby ensuring that children at risk of harm are provided with a child protection plan with
clear responsibilities and services identified for its implementation. While there are strong proponents for
such systems and therare clearly some benefits, the overall value of mandatory reporting and the
establishment of registers which in themselves are not a service that children benefit from but which never
the less are expensive to maintamustbe carefully scrutinisedGiltert* (1997) estimates that there was a
doubling in the incidence rates of child abuse from 20 children per 1,000.00 in the population to 43 per
1,000.00 between 1982 and 1992 as a consequence of the increased emphasis on mandatory reporting but
there was o concomitant increase in the provision of servicelewever Gilbert also reminds us that
reporting statistics do not demonstrate the true scale of abuse (as abusing parents and carers are unlikely
to report) and that reporting still relies on professidmacognition of abuse for diagnosighere is a further

issue in that ulnerable and poor families always come more readily to the attention of child protection
agenciesin the UK, research by Farmer and Owen (1995) reported in Gilbert (1997) recosisitutition

where families in which child sexual abuse is reported fits a different profile to families in which neglect and
physical abuse are reporteddZ C 18 S8Z o0 8§85 E]J- e E]%38]}v « Z E § E]-
reconstituted families, powty and unemployment and point out that these families are more likely to face
scrutiny than middle class familiggaru E v KA v % }+ 3 Zwhanhagdgns when sexual abuse
occurs in suspected middle class families for which social services rsgetm have a significant rol]

There is a concern here that CSA is more investigated in poor families and that middle class families are
able to avoid such close scrutiny. Clearly the implications of introducing mandatory reporting in the
Caribbean musté carefully thought out.

Lessons for the Caribbean

The need for a mandatory reporting system was often recommended by both policy and practice
interviewees inthis study. Many respondents were however mindful of the enormous increase in reports
likely to be made to social services who could not cope and the potential for any cases brought before the
Court to be thrown out due to systemic weaknesses e.g. :

X Weakened investigtive measures by the police and subsequent unfavourable (to the victim)
judicial ruling from the deficits in evidence.

X Lack of trained and or specialist social work intervention

x Poorly developed policies and intervention systems

The question to be cafally considered therefore is what are the hallmarks of a Caribbean mandatory
reporting system which are significantly different to those of the international community, which will make
(J& 83 & }usS }u ¢ (}E& $Z TThemvpfst[caseZskendBoouM be the implementation of a
poorly crafted and implemented reporting system in which significant resources were expended, but which
was incapable of any added value other than reporting on increases in incidéineeCaribbean however

* Gilbett, N. (1997)Combating child abuse: international perspectives and tre@idord:Oxford University Press.
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must move swify to a more holistic approach (supported by national child and family care policies) which
recognise the interconnectedness of factors and variables which affect children and their fa@iires.
regional initiative to begin to address some of these deficies is the OECS law reform project.

OECS Law Reform Project

Five out the six countries participating in the research on child sexual abuse in the Eastern CaaiBbean
currently participants in the Organisation of Eastern Caribbean States (OECS) reform of Family Law and
Domestic ViolenceThese counties are Anguilla, Dominica, Grenada, Montserrat, St. Kitts and Nevis.
Barbados the sixth research countryis not an OECS membefhe OECS website describes this reformed
process as follows:

The OECS Family Law and Domestic Violence Reform Project forms part of the wider Judiciary and
Legal Reform Project of the Eastern Caribbean Supreme Court (ECSC) aimed ahgntireasi
capacity of the judicial system and related institutions to improve the administration of law and
quality of justice in the OECS.

The project reflects the commitment by the OECS Governments to develop haedamiodel family

legislation for the Merber States and to create a climate that will facilitate greater access and equity to

justice as well as a more integrated and holistic approach to resolving matters related to the family and
Z]o &ETodate the model family law bills produced are asldéws:

Child Justice

Children Care and Adoption

Domestic Violence

Status of Children

Status of Parenting Testing Procedures and Regulations

X X X X X

The Children Care and Adoption Bill, if adopted and adequately resourced by the respective governments
will rectify many of the current injustices, loopholes and failures to protect children from harm and
violence (at the interdependent levels of the family, judiciary, police, social services and medical services).

°[http://www.oecs.org/proj fam law.html
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CHAPTER FOUR
Research Purpose and Objectives

A LANDMARK STUDY

This was a landmark study since not only was it the first time that a comprehensive investigation of child
sexual abuse had been carried out across several Caribbean countries, it was unique because it was
underpinned by thephilosophy that policy and programmes for dealing with child sexual abuse should be
relevant to the cultural and social context in which abuse ocdifisereas most research on the topic is

often premised on knowledge that has emerged out of Western (prédantly the UK and the Wy
contexts, this study aimed to understand how Caribbean people perceive the problem, what behaviours
and social conditions contribute to it, what the impact of child sexual abuse is on those most affected and
what views are heldbout the forms of action that might be needed.

Objectives
The objectives of the study were to:

x Increase understanding of the perceptions and behaviours associated with child sexual abuse,
including incest, within the cultural contexts of the Easteaniltbean region

x Increase research capacity in the Eastern Caribbean into issues affecting children

x Provide baseline data on perceptions on the scale of the problem within the region

x Investigate the manifestations of child sexual abuse across diverse etiefigious, andsocio
economicgroups

x Sensitise stakeholders to the sodioltural and psychaocial issues underlying child sexual abuse

x Develop partnerships with key stakeholders and professionals in order to enhance country and
regional capacity for atfessing child sexual abuse and addressing its psychosocial effects

x ldentify intercountry and countrspecific policies and strategies for reducing child sexual abuse

x Contribute to the establishment of sharedlanguage on the definition of child sexudluse and to
regional partnerships and consensus on what needs to be done to address the problem within
Caribbean contexts

x Make recommendations for the development of relevant policy, protocols and programming

Participating Countries

For the purposes of the study, the Eastern Caribbean countries were identified as: Antigua and Barbuda,
Barbados, British Virgin Islands, Dominica, Grenada, Montserrat, St. Kitts and Nevis, St. Lucia, St. Vincent
and the Grenadines, and the Turks and CaistandsAvailable funding facilitated the participation of six
countries which were selected to reflect regional representation and diveréitjiough many of the
countries share similar histories and cultural mores, there were geopolitical and faatials unique to
particular countries that needed to be taken into account. Selection criteria were developsea below.
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Selection Criteria

Legislative/policy readiness (determined by whether the government had signed up t
the current Child Proteain Action PlafCPAP) for the period 20@9110r was
supportive of it, the existence of National Plan of Action (NPA) for Children, or wheth:

the country was part of the OECS legal reform programme for child protection)
Organisational support (whetheéhe country had a Basic Coopdmat Agreement

(BCA) with UNICEF.
Inclusion of at least one British Overseas Territory (BOT)
Size (inclusion of both large and small states)

Ethnic diversity (ensuring countries reflected ethnic diversity of the region)

Geopolitical factors (political stability, inclusion of countries particularly affected by
natural disasters)
Socieeconomicfactors (reflecting the diverse economic base of the countries in the

region)
Practicality, cost and logistics

Country Selectiorinformation

Country

Anguilla

Antigua and
Barbuda

Barbados

British Virgin
Islands

Dominica

Grenada
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Pop Diversity BOT Socie Geopolitical | BCA CPAP| Child
economic factors Protection
factors Legislation

13,500 90% Caribbean of | Yes Relative wealtht Internally self NK Part of OECS

African origin less than average| governing legal reform
Inter-regional Few natural overseas project
migration, recent resources. territory of the
influx of Chinese, Industries: UK
Indian & Mexican tourism, off
labour shore banking,
fishing
69,481 Predominantly No Relative wealth Stable N/A OECS legal
AfricanCaribbean average reform
Tourismbased
economy
270,00 Predominantly No Relative wealth Stable 23 O Updated
African Caribbean above average Sep Child
Tourismbased 1994 Protection
economy legislation
23,552 Predominantly Yes Tourismbased Internally self 08 X OECS legal
African Caribbean economy governing July reform
overseas 1960
territory of the
UK.Stable
72,386 Indigenous Assistance from Stable 24 O OECS legal
peoples No EU Sep reform
African Fragile economy 2002
Caribbean
Syrian, Chinese
settlers
89,971 Predominantly No Emerging from Recent 15 O OECS legal
African post-hurricane Elections July reform
Caribbean recession 2002
Tourismbased
economy

NPA



Montserrat 9,538 Predominantly BOT Economy Internally self 08 X OECS legal
African heavily governing July reform
Caribbean dependent on UK| overseas 1960
Guyanese (East Ongoing post territory of the
Indian, volcanic crisis UKStable
Chinese), Santa reconstruction
Domingo
migrant
workers
St. Kitts and 39,349 Predominantly No Tourismbased Stable 22 (0] OECS legal
Nevis African economy fragile April reform
Caribbean economy 2003
St. Lucia 170,649 Predominantly No Tourismbased Stable but 22 O OECS legal
African economy some political May reform
Caribbean turmoil 2003
St. Vincent and| 118,149 Predominantly No Tourismbased Stable 17 (0] OECS legal
the African economy June reform
Grenadines Caribbean 2003
Turksand 21,746 Predominantly BOT Increasingly Internally self 08 O OECS legal
Caicos Islands African tourism-based governing July reform
Caribbean economy overseas 1960 programme
territory of the by special
UKEmerging request
problems
current
instability

Selected Countries

The six countries selected for inclusion were: Anguilla; Barbados; Dominica; Grenada; Montserrat; St. Kitts
and Nevis. The governments of the six countries were formally approached@od aP (E §} 8Z 1E }upv
participation.

DOMINICA

The Commonwealth of Dominica is one of the Windward Islands. A volcanic island covering 750 sq km (46
km in length), Dominica lies between Guadeloupe to the north and Martinique to the south. The population
of Dominica was estimated in 2006 asrigir2,400, with most people being of African and mixed
African/European descent with European, Syrian and Carib minorities. There is a Carib reserve in the east of
§Z J°ovUE (EE 38} +5§Z E] d EE]S}ECX }ulhe]langris }viuC ] Ay
mountainous and less than 25% of the country is under cultivation and there is a heavy reliance on the
production and export of bananas. The location of the country also makes it vulnerable; it has been

regularly subjected to severe storms angrficanes which have devastated crops and undermined the
economy even further. Over the last three decades, successive governments have attempted to diversify

the economy and there has been a steady growth in tourism
http://www.thecommonwealth.org/Yearbookternal/179270/further_information.

The Policy and Legislative Framework for Child Protection

The laws and human rights reports that are relevant for the protection of children in Dominica are as

follows:

1998 Sexual Offences Act

Children and YounBersons (Amendment) Act, 1995

Children and Young Persons Act, Chapt&rsgy

Children and Young Persons Welfare Act, Chapter 37:51

CRC Initial State Report, 2003

CRC Concluding Observations, 2004
lulv] E'K Z %}ES }v §Z

(Social Policy Mapping for Children in the Eastern Caribbean, UNICEF 2007,
[http://www.dominica.gov.dm/laws/index.php?k=childrgh
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CHAPTER FIVE
Definitions

In this sectiorof the report we discuss some of the definitional challenges in addressing the problem of
child sexual abus&Ve draw on the study findings to examine the links between the abuse of children and
public perceptions about what constitutes abuse agimdleed, what constitutes childhoodVe also refer to

the wider literature to explore some of the contradictions and dilemmas in producing workable definitions.
In helping to move us forward we suggest an approach to defining abuse and highlight sgdiciftmds
which we suggest are relevant to the Caribbean social context.

DEFINING CHILDHOOD

dZ hE }vA v38]}v }v 8Z Z]PZs« }( 8Z Z]o (Jv e Z Zlo [ + ]JvP %0 Q
and, as signatories to the Convention, many Cariblmmamtries are striving towards harmonising domestic

law with this definition.Indeed current debates on the topic are concerned with whether the legal age of
sexual consent should be raised to 18 yedrsvas beyond the remit of this project for us topdare
whether this is a progressive or regressive steertainly, there are many ambiguities and contradictions in
respect of age limits within the laws of the Caribbean and the lack of consistency and clarity regarding the
legal status of the child mayeba contributing factor to illegal sex with minotdowever, it is also the case

that much child sexual abuse occurs in situations in which childhood status is not in doubt and where the
illegality of the act is abundantly cledurthermore, the law by $elf can never be an effective protector of
children and it is difficult to seaherefore, how increasing the age of sexual consent (with the risk of
criminalising young people themselves and restricting some of their freedoms) will provide the necessary
protection for young people, especially in contexts which lack the necessary infrastructure for the effective
enforcement of existing laws.

Iv E & 8} A %O0}E % }%0 [* %o & %S]}ve }( Z]Jo e« A£Ep O He U A ( «
different ways in which childhood might be understodgiearly while age is the legal and most commonly

%3 ¢} ] ou ElI E (}JE SZ 5 3ue Z Z]Jo [UA Alv E Az 35z & 32z E
to the ways in which childhood is popularly contegised. For example, we wanted to explore whether
puberty is considered as marking the end of childhood, whether sexual debut or sexual experience affects
how people regard children, and whether motherhood and childhood are states that camistofor
teenage mothersWe explored these questions in the Community Survdlerceptions, Attitudes and
Opinions Questionnaire (PAOQ) and also discussed them within focus gmueporting the findings we
clarify whether data have been drawn from the PAOQ. @re informed by perceptions or attitudes) or
from focus groups (i.e. are informed both by perceptiansi by lived experience).

W KY E *%}v vSe[ }uu vse }v Z]Jo Z}} A E =« (}Joo}A.w

Children over 13 yrs of age

When asked to comment on thguestion: Z } v}3 }ve] E vC}v }A E §Z P }( i1 8§} o
most respondents (77.2%, 663) did not agree with this although 15.9% (137) did and 2.1% (18) were not
sure.

Girls at puberty- When asked whether commencing menstruation marked ¢ne of childhood for girls,

most people (82.2%, 706) did not agree with this although 13.5% (116) either did think this or were not
sure.
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Boys at puberty- A similar result was obtained when we asked respondents to comment on the statement:
Z }C JelwP &E 1IC AZ v Z  vB0@ (689) didEdQHink this and 13.8% (118) either did

agree or were not sure.

Chart 1: 13 years as a marker of childhood

41, 5%

137, 16%
18, 2%

663, 77%

O O m0O

Agree
Disagree
Not sure

Missing

Sexual activity boys and girls are still children

t %0} E %o } %00 [* %o E %0S]}ve JRVES Az 32 & Z]lo Z}} 3 Spu- A e
had had sexuabxperience.Most respondents did not agree with thigvhen asked to comment on the
3 3 u vVS3W]Eo0 AZ} Z « « /£ ]+ v])885% P76@ peopld] did[ndt agree, 7.1% (@it)agree
and 2.1% (18) were not surélmost identical results were obtained when we asked respondents to
comment on the statementZ }C ¢85} % ]JVP }IC v Z Z e Z]e (]E*S A% E] Vv
Chart 2: A girl who has sex is no longer a child
20, 2%

O Agree

B Disagree

O Not sure

o Missing

760, 89%

Age clearly seen as defining childhoedxcept in motherhood!
Age was the clearest marker of childhood for most responddrts. just over half of the respondents

(51.9%, 446) thend of childhood is reached once the child is 16 years of age, although 37.3 % (320) did not

agree with this, 5% (43) were not sure and 50 people did not answer the quegfioen asked whether
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the age of 18 marked the end of childhood, 77.4% (665) agnetxthis although 19.4% (166) were either
not sure or did not agreeMotherhood was a different story.

Chart 3: hildhood is up to the age of 16
O Agree
B Disagree
43. 5% 20, 6% U Not sure
= Missing
446, 529
320, 37%
Chart 4: hildhood is up to the age of 18
35, 4% 28, 3% O Agree
131, 15% B Disagree
O Not sure
O Missing
665, 78%

Children as mothersincompatibility and a contradiction

While sexual activity was not considered a particularly significant marker of childhood, if the sexual
experience led to pregnancy, then this was a different mat@ce a girl became pregnant, twice as many
people (14.7%, 126) thought this marked the end dfdttood than if she had had sex without becoming
pregnant even though the majority of respondents did not agree with either of these staterm@itd%
(N=662) did not agree and 5.5% (N=47) were not sboe.a significant number of peopleowever, the

state of motherhood is not considered compatible with the status of childhddus is importantas it
highlights the contradictions and dilemmas that many teenage mothers face.
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Chart 5: A girl who becomes pregnantisno ORQJHU D FKIL

24, 3% Agree

47, 5% 126, 15%

Disagree

Not sure

O O m 0O

Missing

662, 77%

Linking Conceptualisations of Childhood with Child Sexual Abuse

In linking these responses to child sexual abuse it was clear that overath#jarity of the PAOQ
respondents were of the view that children were children at least until the legal age of sexual consent (16
year9. However,a significant number of people consider that childhood ends at 13 y&his.may help to
explain why, in thdocus group discussions, some men indicated that they considered girls to be legitimate
sexual targets once girls have gone through puberty (this phrase was taken to mean that a girl had begun
menstruating);

The bible says that when a woman goes thropgberty she is ready, so if it happens at 11 she is
ready(Male Focus Group Participant).

There was also some evidence that this view, i.e. that childhood ends when a child goes through puberty,
may also be held by some womdhwas thebeliefof the PA@ respondents and thactual experienceof

many focus group respondents that some women permit their daughters to have sex with men (as a means
of generating income for the family) once the girl reaches anthgg (the mother) considers appropriate

even hough, in most of the instances reported (by FG respondents), the girls were milerslid not
(knowingly) speak to any mothers in this situation and were thus not able to check out whether mothers do
permit $Z JE pPZs G« 8} Z A « £ (JE 3Iviu]l] PJv v ]( *} AZ 8Z €& §Z
relates to their own perceptions of childhood. It should be noted that the transactional sexual abuse of girls
Jv JE & 8} *u% %0 u VS ( thpod@l[usidrv of @dulty in this behaviour was reported as
social reality by all 48 focus groups and by many key informants and was also expresgpetcaptionby

many PAOQ respondents (this is further discussed in the findings section of the report).

While the CRC requires us to consider the status of childhood as distinct from adulthood and to provide
children with protection in line with this, the boundaries between childhood and adulthood are clearly not
universally accepted and there appears todbgap between policy, legislation and professional practice on
the one hand and the public perception of a minority of adults on the other.

Another important issue was that some PAOQ respondents thought that childhood ends if a girl becomes
pregnant. Thissuggests that at the conceptual level, for a small (but significant) numbpeable, the

state of motherhood is not considered compatible with the status of childhobdus highlights the
contradictions and dilemmas that many teenage mothers face ag toee to terms with being mothers
while they are still childrenJuxtaposed against the construction of young motherhood, however, is the
reality that these respondents overlooked the fact that for a girl to become pregnant, she must have first
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been achild victim of rape or unlawful sexual intercoursehis response also suggests a lack of awareness

of the impact of early pregnancy on physically immature teenagers, as was raised by one participant:

In obstetrics, that 16 year old is a high risk pregnameyause she can fit to death. She is
prone to arrest because her womb is not properly developed; she canpenthking a
deformed babyShe has to leave scho@he fails to fulfil her functions as an adolescent,
fails to perform in school, fails to bepaoductive member of society. She ends up in a cycle
of failure (Male key informant).

There are two important public education lessons from these findings:

X

Changing perceptions on who is considered a
Zzlo[ v 8Zpslvv  }( *% ] _ . .
unlikely to be achieved simply by enforcing (or Changing perceptions on who is

raising) the legal age of sexual consent. considered a child is unlikely to
be achieved simply bgnforcing

Public education strategies should address the (or raising) the legal age of
view held by some people (especially men) tha sexual consent.
children carever }vel] & Zo P]S§]
targets for sex.

Defining Child Sexual Abuse

The effects of child abuse are a part of thsed realityof survivors of abuse and as such @encrete[and

real. However, it is also the case that perceptions and definitions of child abuse are socially constructed.

This means that the meanings ascribed to the term are a product of a specific culturdl asakctastorical

context. Child maltreatment haexisted throughout history (infanticide, abandonment, severe physical
punishment, prostitution, incest, harsh labQuhowever,the extent and interpretation of abuse, i.e. what
is considered to be abusive in a particular sogietiers over time and in relation to circumstances and

context. For example, the growth of internet pornography, child prostitution and the traffickinchiddren

have resulted in wider, more inclusive definitions than existed 20 yearsCafming child sexual abuse is
clearly both complex and problematic and is often influenced by political agendas and professional
perspectives that may, or may nateflect the views of abuse survivors or the social reality of specific
contexts. Cultural and social factors are also important in the definitions and meanings associated with

child abuseln a study of 75 countriefiowever, ISPCAN (2008) found that therasvgreater commonality

than difference in understandings of child sexual abuse with widespread agreement that this includes
incest, sexual touching and pornograpfis important work suggests that searching for commonality of
understanding is an achievigbexerciseFor the Caribbean region, which, despite considerable diversity,

has a shared history and common social characteristics across many aspects of life, reaching definitional
consensus would strengthen collective efforts to address child sexuakaburthermore the dialogue and

%o (E }
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work through the steps needed foharmonising law and policy across the region and improving
transregional coopetion.

The Problem with Definitional Differences
While definitional differences may appear insignificant to the overall extent of the problem, the literature

suggests that diverging emphases may lead to action based on different targets and thusmaeaymine

collective efforts to address the problem (Dottridge, 200F)r instance, in defining the commercial sexual

exploitation of children, some writers believe it is important to inclikde rangeof exploitative activities,
others highlight thecommercialaspect of these activities, while yet others focus attentiontlom illegality

of these activitiesAlthough these differences may appear unimportant, it is easy to see how they may

contribute to decisions about how resources are used to tackleptioblem. Child sexual exploitatioas

defined by the UN is incorporated into a broader statement that includes different forms of exploitation,
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such as child prostitution, child pornography, forced marriage, and any occupation in which a child is forced
to work or make money for someone other than a parent or guardidre Declaration adopted at the close

of the First World Congress against the Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children and Adolescents,
however, more clearly links this exploitation to it®nemercialisation. This is because it is the
commercialisation of child sex which both drives and sustains demand.

It is clear from the literature that language and definitions are key constituents of the way child sexual
abuse is viewed and is a contribuy factor in how it is responded taVhile the production of standard
definitions can result in universal assumptions that negate the importance of particular circumstances, the
lack of a common definition is problematilt. means for example, that comparison on the effects of
interventions and policy are difficult to assess and it also limits the comparative analysis of research
findings since studies are often underpinned by different sets of assumptions and target differentsaspe

of the problem.

PREFERRED TERMS

Child prostitute or prostituted child

While some definitions are particularly helpful, others may (unintentionally) create further obstacles to
dealing with abuseTake for instance, the problem of prostitutionhereis agreement within the literature

and among professionals that no child under the lawful age of consent can willingly enter into prostitution
for the reason that any sexual activity between an adult and a minor is considered harmful, coercive and/or
unlawful (and in many instances is legally classed as rape) (Save the Children,200®8). with this
%3}*]181}vU 18 ] Ju%}@®&S vS v}S 8§} pe SZ § Eue Z Z]o % E}*S]SusS [U Z Z
as these terms mask the coercive and eiptive nature of child prostitutionFurthermore such terms
reinforce the conceptualisation of children as sexual objeds % Z @& » Z% E}+sBdwgver [ Z]o
emphasises the exploitative nature of the commercial sexual abuse of children and isotkenafre

helpful.

Sexual abuse or sexual violence
MvVC I C }EP v]e §]}ve v AE]S Ee EPu 3$Z 8 8Z § Gu Z+ £Au o Al}o v
gravity and seriousness of the sexual abuse of children. Sexual abuse is undoubtedly a violagarhibd t
and can be described as a specific manifestation of gehdsed violence against childrelRurthermore,
linking child abuse into discussions of interpersonal violence can be helpful in drafting coherent,
comprehensive policy that seeks to addréise interconnected facets of violence within a society and the
ways in which one may lead to anothero EoC §Z § GUoZv HpZos A op dcowegv@& E v CV
overall we refrain from using this term for several reasons:
x dZ & Eu ZA]}dewphysical%aan or hurt some abuserslo inflict pain, even severe pain;
however for many children the pain is emotional and psycholodittad harm that is done may not
be immediately visible and children may have difficulty relating to a term thasdwt reflect the
meanings they ascribe to their experience
x The most pernicious forms of abuse happen when children are groomed, coerced and conscripted
into behaviours in which physical violence may play little part or is subtle and diffiddiendtify as
such
x One of the most common forms of abuse we found was transactional sexual abuse in which the key
]Jeepn ] SZ £ ZvP }( usS Elo P}} e }E uljvC (J& « AX dz 3§ CE
adequately capture the social reality of this plvenenon
x We are unhappy about the use of a term which might enable perpetrators of abuse in which
physical violence was not used to see their behaviour as less serious than abuse involving.violence
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current thinking in relation to adult domestic violentceS5Z % & ( EE S Eu Jv E <*]JvP0oC ]* -
since this better encapsulates the range of abusive behaviours that women (primagilsylagiected to (e.g.
financial, emotional, control, repression and so ohjt %} ES vSoCU SZ S (Eu Z }u 3] pe [ Z
3} V]u%}ES vE «SE § PC (}E A}u v[e *puEA]JA 0 *]Jv 15 VvV Z 0% A}u
often lead to physidaviolence and to take early steps to protect themselves and their childrea.value
}( pe]vP 82 S Gu Z pe []Jv E *% S }( Z]Jo E v o°*} 0] ]vsSZz ( §$S8ZS58
abuse of power which are key components of child abdseally, despite differences in understanding

Ius AZ & }ve3]3us s pupue U 3Z 8§ Eu Z Z]o ue [ J* A] oC pv E-+35}}
provides a common baseline for extending public awareness.

Survivors or victims
Generally speakingitii}E Z 0% (po 3} pue 8Z & Eu ZpEA]JA}YE[ 8Z v ZA] §]u’
active term which implies resilience and strength in the face of adveisi#yso suggests that it is possible
§} JA & }u &z (( 8« }( pe v 3} ulfd zpJ AJSZIWEFZ 13Z E Z v -
8§ Eu AZ]1 Z (J& A E Z(]1& [ 8Z % E-+}v v 3 8 }( Al 3]luZ}} Vv Ju%oc
little power to change the outcome of their lives and is constantly vulnerable to further abasehese
reasons, we generally prefer the term survivblowever our research and other studies reveal that the
picture is more complexSurviving abuse is not a linear process; the bottom line is that many people simply
live with the fact that they were abusednd may not have overcome the effects at, @t may have
overcome some of the effects for some of the time and find that different effects are manifest at different
times in different waysOften, the effects of abuse appear in later life, many yeamrdfte abuse and can
be triggered by any one of a number of life everiter some survivors, the effects of abuse recur in ways
which indeed make them more vulnerable to beingvieitimised.Many survivors also believe they have
little power to change theutcomes of their lives and this is one of the factors that lies at the base of much
substance misuse, mental illness and-eafm. Another important issue to consider is that while children

E }(3v ulE E +]Jo] v8 §Z v A 3Z]vlaveldof pidpdiekhaal that Qe shwmyChave
no access to and may minimise the extent to which they have been and perhaps continue to be victimised.

In summary, it is clear that those who have been harmed as children by sexual abuse may be both survivors
and victims (sometimes simultaneously) and it is perhaps more helpful to view the process of dealing with
the effects of abuse as a continuum between two states with some people moving progressively from the
state of victimhood to survivorhood, while othemsove back and forth between these staté&ithin the

study, we interviewed adult survivors of child sexual abuse and were able to identify some of the factors
§Z § }vSE] uS 8} ZS1%o%o]VP §Z ov [ 8JA E « pEAJA}YEZ}} X
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Paedophile, Sexual Offender or Child Abuser

All these terms are used (often interchangeably) within the literature, by professionals working with
children (psychologists, social workers, counsellors, health professionals epmlidy makers and by law
enforcement officers. dZ § Bu Z% }%Z]o [ ]* o<} }uu}voC pe C SZ u ]l v
t ZA }u }v Eve Ius 8Z 3 Eu Z% }% Z]&irftly }itHs oftdn @sed tGE *}ve
sensationalise abuse and generate antipaedophile vigilantism; neither of which are helpful to childrin.

also suggests an external threat, however in reality most sexual abuse is committed by family members
who would not identify with the term and are thus able to distance tlsefwes from its negative
associationsdZ 8 EuU Z% }%Z]o [ 0} }IVIHE * U%o *% ](] % E}(]Jo }(
many abusers do not fit a stereotype at allle also have concerns about the term as it is generally
understood by abuserthemselves. Z% }%.Z]o [ ] V nos AZ} ]e » £pn ooC S3E
Baedophilia] ] (1v . %*C Z}o}P] o J}E & ]Jv AZ] Z v HosS A% E]
prepubescent children (Freund, 198¥e are mindful of concern$at this clinical definition presents child

sexual abuse as if it were simply a sexual preference (which is the explanation often given by abusers) and
minimises its seriousness.

dZ § Eu Z« £ }((Vv E[ ]* % E]Ju E]oC o A difidally touthuse dbu@Eews &ib § E (
have been convicted of sexual offenclds estimated that over 3% of sexual abuse cases do not result in

a conviction and where we use the term, we reserve it for the minority of abusers who have been convicted

of sexualoffences against childrent P v (E o00C pe S$Z S ®d]d pAR[opENs E[ ]V
term encompasses the range of abusive behaviours and clearly indicates responsibility.

There are Z}YA A EU ]JE pued v « Jv AZ] Z A §Z]vl 8Z § EuTHisig¢h€E[ J* ¢
case in circumstances in which the behaviour, although it may be sexually harmful, would not be
considered to be sexual abus@le draw on the study findings texplain further.Most respondents, for

/E u%o U Ajpo Z A 1((] po3C Jv =« E] ]JvP u o }(althdughdt}isz « Z }
acknowledged that legally a minor cannot consent to sex in any circumstanitasiis girlfriend a week
before her 18 birthday as sexual abuse and the effects of this would be very different than if the girl was
much younger, if there was coercion or force, if the man was much older, or indeed if a whole range of
factors were presentWhile the study showed that someean are dangerous serial predators who inflict

A +3 §]vP Z CEu }v Z]Jo Ev v §Z &§ CBu Z+ £Ap o pe E[ ] %o %o E } %o

adolescent young men) who may unknowingly have had unlawful sexual intercourse with a minor but who
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unnecessarily pathologises young peoplée suggest that describing such young people as engaging in
ZZ Eu(po « £y o Z A]}uE [ ]eocuswp@impletheErnesdd®t eslucation and behaviour
change rather than punishment.

CHILD ABUSETHE WIDER CONTEXT

Although researchers have often studied specific forms of abuse (physical alilfigeneglect, exploitation

or emotional abuse) separately and separate definitions exist for each of these phenomena children are
often subject to simultaneous, interconnected forms of abu&echild may be subject to physical abuse,
sexual abuse, neglect oxploitation or to several forms of abuse simultaneougliso almost all forms of
abuse involve subjecting the child to emotional abulee definition below provides a useful starting point

for understanding the broader context of sexual abuse and itgimriship with other forms of child abuse:

Defining Child Abuse

Child abuse or maltreatment constitutes all forms of physical
and/or emotional ill treatment, sexual abuse, neglect, or

negligent treatment or commercial or other exploitation,
resulting h actual or potential harm to the chiflhealth,
survival, development or dignity in the context of a
relationship of responsibility, trust or pow@i/HO, 1999).

This definition contains several elements which are valuable in understanding the complex nature of child
sexual abuse:

x it brings together all forms of the abuse of children within a single definiti@nreminder that
sexual abuse often occurs alongsiatber forms of abuse

x it underscores the fact that child sexual abuse cannot be tackled where other forms of abuse (such
as physical abuse and neglect) are allowed to thrive

x the damage abuse causes to children is manifest in multiple ways

children may be hE u }1SZ Jv Su 0]3C v  owé réddthis assdlso m€gning that

Z]lo & v[* %}S v8] o ]« Z Eu

x most child abuse happens in the context of relationships

x child abuse involves the failing of adult responsibility

x child abuse involves an abe of trust and power

x the definition is broad enough to be relevant to most social and cultural contexts

x

Defining Sexual Abuse

Most definitions of child sexual abuse are based on the acknowledgement that sexual activity between an
adult and a child obetween a young person and a younger child involves a violation of the rights and
personhood of the child, often with severe and ldiagting psychosocial consequences, and that the
coercion and betrayal of trust involved in most acts of child sexual abudeeply destructive to both child

and family.Child sexual abuse may or may not involve actual physical contact and includes penetrative acts
(e.g. rape or buggery) and also npenetrative and norcontact activities,such as involving children in
watching sexual activities, encouraging children to behave in sexually explicit ways, exposing them to
inappropriate sexual material and involving children in prostitution and pornogra@hitd sexual abuse
occurs in all countries, across all racial, ethnitigious andsociceconomicgroups, is far more common

than previously thought and affects children of all ages, including inf&aih boys and girls are sexually
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abused although in all reported studies girls outnumber béyough sexual abuse can oca@s a single
phenomenon, the presence and interplay of other social factors may indicate increasetheske factors
include: social norms based on patriarchal valwemmestic violence, family history of sexual abuse, status
of children, cultural pereptions and attitudes to abuse, substance abuwitnessing abuse, logocic
economicstatus (particularly where this leads to the economic dependence of women), gender inequality
and lack of social supports.

Commercial Sexual Exploitation

The sexuakxploitation of children, both boys and girls takes different forms, from childre
being involved in sexually exploitative relationships and receiving money, drugs
Juu} 3]}v Jv & SpEv (JE « £ A]3Z }v }E u}E& u vU 8}

prostitution. In all cases, those exploiting the children have power over them by virtue of th
age, gender, physical strength, or economic or other resources, such as access td/tilegs.
some element of coercion or intimidation is common, the immoknt in exploitative
relationships is more significantly characterized by choices borne out of the social emotio
and economic vulnerability of the ch{ldarnardos, 2005: 11).

Harmful Sexual Behaviour

KHE E ¢ E Z *pPP ¢3¢ 57 § 87 uSQEuU Zp} Audps]vpe v v EE}A § Eu 3]
the complexity and multiple ways in which sexual behaviour harms childrea.term implies a fixed
definition which, while useful for policy and legislative purposes, does not allow fantheconnection of
different factors that determine the extent to which perpetrators are culpable or the extentvitich
children are harmed. The study revealed forms of sexual behaviour which might be harmful but which may
not involve abuse and which mayot have the same extensive and serious consequences as abuse.
Examples of harmful sexual behaviours include sex between young people (where one or both is under the
legal age of consent), young people engaging in transactional sex with each other, yeopig p
distributing sexually explicit images of themselves and young people using technology (cell phones, social
networking sites, phone cameras etc.) for sexual experimentation and exploration, especially where this
leaves them vulnerable to sexual preded.

Commercial Sexual Exploitation
With regard to the commercial sexual exploitation of children, a definition that is pertinent to the
Caribbean economic circumstances that contribute to the existence of the prablprovided below

Trafficking

Detailed definitions that list the activities included are important for policy and legislafiais.is illustrated

in this definition of trafficking fronthe Palermo Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in
Persons, especialffomen and Citdren (Article 3, 2000):
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Trafficking

[Trafficking is] the recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring or receipt of persons, t
means of the threat of or use of force or other forms of coercion, of abduction, of fraud,

deception, ofthe abuse of power or of a position of vulnerability or of the giving or receiving ¢
payments or benefits to achieve the consent of a person having control over another person,
the purpose of exploitationExploitation shall include, at a minimum, tlexploitation of the
prostitution of others or other forms of sexual exploitation, forced labour or services, slavery
practices similar to slavery, servitude or the removal of organs.

Recognising Child Abuse

Defining abuse is a means of describing ginoblem however definitions give few clues as to the effects of
abuse and they provide little help in recognising when a child is being abused or is at risk. There are several
organisations that provide information to help parents and workers assesshetha child may be being
abused.The following information has been adapted from the website of thebd&ed organisation

Z<] « faedinfo@Kidscape.org.lk Although these signs do not necessarily indicate that a child has
been abused, they may help adults recognise that something is widreypossibility of abuse should be
investigated if a child shows a number of these symptomang of them to a marked degree.

Signs and Symptom$S8exual Abuse
x Being overly affectionate or knowledgeable in a sexual way inappropriate to the child's age
x Medical problems such as chronic itching, pain in the genitals, venereal diseases
x Other exteme reactions, such as depression,-gelftilation, suicide attempts, running away,
overdoses, anorexia
x Personality changes such as becoming insecure or clinging
Regressing to younger behaviour patterns such as thumb sucking or bringing out discardigd cud
toys
Sudden loss of appetite or compulsive eating
Being isolated or withdrawn
Inability to concentrate
Lack of trust or fear of someone they know well, such as not wanting to be alone with a babysitter
or child minder
Starting to wet again, day oight/nightmares
Become worried about clothing being removed
Suddenly drawing sexually explicit pictures
Trying to be 'ultragood' or perfect; overreacting to criticism

X X X X x

X X X X

Physical Abuse

x Unexplained recurrent injuries or burns
Improbable excuses or refusal to explain injuries
Wearing clothes to cover injuries
Bald patches
Chronic running away
Fear of medical help or examination
Selfdestructive tendencies
Aggression towards others
Fear of physical contaeshrinking backf touched
Admitting that they are punished, but the punishment is excessive (such as a child being beaten
every night to 'make him study’)
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Fear of suspected abuser being contacted

Emotional Abuse

Physical, mental and emotional development lags

Sudde speech disorders

Continual seldepreciation ('I'm stupid, ugly, worthless, etc")
Overreaction to mistakes

Extreme fear of any new situation

Inappropriate response to pain ('l deserve this')

Neurotic behaviour (rocking, hair twisting, setitilation)
Extremes of passivity or aggression

X X X X X X X X X X

Neglect

x Constant hunger
Poor personal hygiene
Constant tiredness
Poor state of clothing
Emaciation
Untreated medical problems
No social relationships
Compulsive scavenging
Destructive tendencies

X X X X X X X X

It is important to note that a child may be subjected to a combination of different kinds of abuse and that
some children show no outward signs of abuse or may be unaware that they aig ddsised. If an adult
suspects a child of being abused, he or she has a responsibility to side include below an extract from

the Kidscape website which explains in clear terms how to respond to children who disclose abuse.

IF A CHILD TELLS YOU ABOUT ABUSE:

Stay calm and be reassuring

Find a quiet place to talk

Believe in what you are being told

Listen

Say that you are glad that the child told you

Say that you will do your best to protect and support the child

If necesary, seek medical help and contact the police or social services

If your child has told another adult, such as a teaalreschool nurse, contact them.
Their advice may make it easier to help your child

Determine if this incident may affect how your child reacts at school. It may be
advisable to liaise with you child's teacher, school nurse or headteacher
Acknowledge that your child may have angry, sad or even guilty feelings about what
happened, but stss that the abuse was not the child's fault.

Acknowledge that you will probably need help dealing with your own feelings
Seek counselling for yourself and your child

X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X

(Kidscapewebinfo@Kidscape.org.1)k
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CHAPTER SIX

Research Methodology

SCIENTIFIC ROBUSTNESS

Although gquantitative methods were used within the study, this was primarily a qualitative study since
qualitative methods are more appropriate for understanding meaningsexiperiences and are particularly
relevant for the study of complex social problems such as child ausditative research has often been
criticised for lacking scientificigour and a number of authors have attempted to provide systematic
approachesto ¢+ ¢¢]JvP ][5+ Luba@hd Cifeoln (1989pr example, identified five dimensions along
which the reliability of qualitative studies can be assessed: credibility (do the findings give a true account of
what respondents said), transferability (cametfindings be transferred to other settings), dependability
(are the methods clearly explained and justified), confirmability (are the conclusions supported by the data)
and authenticity (does the research increase understanding of the isGusjed by hese principles and
mindful that this was the first comprehensive study of CSA across the region and the importance of
producing data that were reliable, edible and verifiable, we utiksl the framework developed by the
National (UK) Centre for SocialdRarch (Spencer et al, 2003) which sets out a number of appraisal
guestions for evaluating methodological strengths and limitations. These appraisal questions were used to
ensure:

Research design addressed original aims and objectives

Research design waefensible t multiple methods used

Research methods were underpinned by theoretical justification/rationale

Research instruments were designed for purpose, piloted and evaluated

Sampling methods fit for purpose, underpinned by clearly articulated sammlingiples
Recruitment of research informants carefully handled to avoid introducing systematic bias to the
results

Research subject to highest ethical standards

Researchers trained in methods and ethics

Data collected in a timely manner, ensuring consgisteand cohesion across countries

Data analysis and interpretation subject to a process of echegking and rehecking against data
sets

x Statistical analysisonducted in a way as to miningibias

x Management checks at all stages of the work

X X X X X X

X X X X

This was acientifically robust study as evidenced by the quality assurance mechanisms and procedures
followed. These are summed up below.
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Scientific Robustness

Multiple/mixed methods used to explore different dimensions of the problem:
Quantitative surveyf perceptions, attitudes and opinions
Focus groups across all sectors of society
In-depth policyfocused interviews
In-depth practicefocused interviews
Narrative interviews with CSA survivors
Stakeholder engagement at several key points during the study
Design of questionnaire based on review of key literature and development of a
clearly articulated theoretical framework relevant to Caribbean cultural/social
context
Questionnaire piloted and subject to internal validity testiest procedures
Focus grap discussion guide and informant interview guides based on wide
consultation
Sampling frame developed for each aspect of the study and replicated across the
region
Comprehensive and detailed ethical protocol developed
Training provided to all researchers
Quantitative data analysed using SPSS
Qualitative data analysed on the basisthematic templates
Interpretations crosshecked and rehecked to ensure thev were supported bv the

METHODOLOGY

The design of the research involved a mixedthodsapproach to ensure meaningful participation across
diverse populations in the participating countrieds anactionoriented research project, opportunities
were created throughout the research process to generate awareness of the effects of child dmael a

to share strategies on appropriate interventions and to develop alliances for social transformation towards
the greater protection of children. The methods used:

1. Literature Review

2. Policy and Legislative Analysis

3. Stakeholder Consultation Sémss in each country

4. Stakeholder engagement at the regional level (with regional bodies)

5. Focus group discussions with adults

6. Practicefocused interviews with key informants (e.g. teachers, police, social workers, health
professionals, staff diGOs and FBD

7. Policyfocused interviews with key informants (e.g. government staff and professionals)

8. Narrativeinterviews with adult survivors of abuse in three countries

9. Survey of attitudes and beliefs across a representative sample in each country
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Project Objectives Methods

Increase understanding of the perceptions and behavio y Review of literature and other studies
associated with child sexual abuse, including incest witt y Stakeholdeanalysis and participation
the cultural contexts of the Eastern Caribbean region y Focus group
y General Population Survey
y In-depth structured interviews with key
informants
Increase research capacity in the Eastern Caribbean in y ldentification of relevant personnel within
issues affecting children with particular emphasis on: the countries of the Eastern Caribbean to
undertake research training
y qualitativemethodologies y Involvement of local people as Researche
y inter-disciplinary research and assistants
y Design and delivery of research skills
training

y Design of culturally specific research tools
Provide baseline data on perceptions on the scale of th y Conduct inter and intra&ountry social
problem within the region research using both quantitative and
qualitative methods into child sexuabuse
y Collection of data from agencies,
professionals, youngdultsand the public

Investigate the manifestations of child sexual abuse acr Qualitative research with young adults (18
diverse ethnic, religious, arsbciceconomicgroups professionals and the general public

Sensitise stakeholders to the sodoltural and psycho
social issues underlying child sexual abuse

y Through research process
y Timely dissemination of emerging findings
y Project Report
y
y

Develop partnerships with key stakeholders and
professionals in order to enhance country and regional
capacity for reducing child sexual abuse and addressin
psychosocial effects

Identify inter-country and countryspecific policies ant Mapping, analysis and review of counspecific
strategies for reducing child sexual abuse legislative, policy and planning documents

Engagement with the research process
Stakeholder participation

Contribute to the establishment of sharedlanguage on
the definition of child sexual abuse and to regior
partnerships and consensus on what needs to be don
address the problem within Caribbean contexts

Make recommendations for the development of relevan
policy, protocols and programming

Research process

Research findings

Operational policy recommendations
Stakeholder participation

Stakeholder feedback sessions
Project Report

<K K<<

While this was a study of perceptions, attitudes and opinions, the objectives also inéchudstigating the
manifestations of child sexual abuse across diverse ethnic, religious,saetbeconomicgroups We refer

§} §Z]e « 8Z Z+<} ] 0o E 0]SC[ }E Z S3Sp an@ntattQoerg€ptiansoof CSghge o e
these data are basedn reported experiences.This meant that we needed to check out not only what

%0} %o erfeptionsof the problem were but also what theiexperienceand knowledgein relation to child

sexual abuse were. In reporting the findings we clarify whether we are talking about perceptions, attitudes
and opinions about child sexual abuse or wietwe are reporting respondés[experiences.

Overall Number of Respondents

We aimed to obtain the views of 1,500 people over a six month period; however, given the sensitivity of
the topic and issues generated by the study, some people declined to take part or withdrew atolater

In the end approximately 1,400 people participated in the study across the six countrieauifieer of
respondentsn each cohort waas follows:

x Stakeholder Consultations 100
x Community Survey 859
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x Focus Grop participants 280
x Policyfocused iflormants 42
x Practicefocused informants 68
x  Interviews with survivors 10

Stakeholder Consultations

Meetings with stakeholders were held in each counifige purpose was to sensitise people to the study, to
obtain information about issues of most conceta,elicit support for the study, to obtain information on
key agencies, and to identify factors specific to particular countries.

Stakeholder Analysis
A stakeholder analysis was undertaken in each country based on guidance issued by the Overseas
Development Administration (1995). This involved:

1. Producing a list of all possible stakeholders and their interests

2. v se seu v3 }( *3 1 Z}o Ee<[ E 0 S]A %}A E v
contributions to the success of igtivities

3. Identifying positive relations between stakeholders which can be used as an entry point for project

activities

Identify and addressing potential conflicts of interests between stakeholders

Developing a stakeholder matrixsee below

Jv(iop v U Ju%}ES v

ok

Stakeholder Participation Matrix

Key Stakeholder Interests Potential  Importance of Influence of Preresearch Dissemination How

Groups Impact Stakeholder Stakeholder Consultation Consultation
Parents Information on + Critical player Modest 9 9 Through parent
protection of teacher
own children association
Government Policy impact + Critical player High 9 Meeting at
Ministers CRC obligations prestige venue
Children Wellbeing + Critical player Low Information
Safety leaflets distributed
Improved in schools
services
FBOs Social - Very High 9 Inter-faith
responsibility important meeting
Women Empowerment  + Very Modest General public
important information tuse
of media
NGOs Increased +/- Very Significant 9 Policy meetings
influence in important
policy
formulation
Knowledge
Skills
Men Engagementin  +/- Significant General public
protecting information- use
children of media
People who Behaviour + Critical player Low General public
abuse children change information tuse
of media
Professionals Knowledge + Critical player Modest Practice meetings
(teachers, health Policy
workers, social Improved skills
workers, police) Improved
credibility
Media Knowledge + Very High Involvement in
Public awareness important dissemination
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COMMUNITY SURVEY

In considering the research questions to be answeredntygrated sociecultural research instrument was
developed by the Principal Investigatomhis instrument the PAOQ (perceptions, attitudes and opinions
guestionnaire) wasinformedby a review of literature and social/cultural factors relevant to the Caribbean
and scientifically validated before being administered across a representative sample in each of the
participating countries.The PAOQ was designed specifically far @aribbean context, although it is
anticipated that it will have application across different cultural and social settings. The theoretical
framework that guided the design of the instrument is as follows:

Based on a review of the literature on perceptigesearch

Draws from literature on sexual abuse within the Caribbean

Linked directly to the objectives of the study

Avoidance of professional language and terms which are not empirically grouruledides for

8Z 0 C % Ee}ve[ % E %o 3]}nathes than si@Eplp testing their views against

predetermined definitions (this was a weakness of most scales reviewed in the literature)

5. Where possible uses neutral termi@voidance of valueo v § (Eue e Z < Z pe E[U Z%
Z% E% SE& SHaEplavditiraposition of values

6. Does not focus on types of child sexual abuse or range of consequences, is concerned to explore
existenceof the problem angperceptionsof the problem

7. Seeks to explore a range of psychological and social procesgedtivee processes (perceptions of

He V. (( 8]}V O % @E} o o ~ 55]8pu + S}A E Y v PV C ~%}A

about change)
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9. Respondent is able to batker/both emotionally distant and emotionally engaged

10. tZ]o u}ed pe E+ &E uoU3SZ E}o }(  Aluv ]e o0} AE%O0}E U Z
ZA}u v[ v Z posde|

11. The relationship of CSA and gender inequality (a consistent theme in the lieyasuexplored in
various ways

12. Literature on risk and protective factors was explored to produce items about family life.

PwbdE

Using a likert measurement scale, the PAOQ is aregatirting assessment of perceptions, attitudes and
opinions on child sexual aba designed for adults with average levels of literacy. The questionnaire
contains 73 items divided into sections: construction of childhood, perceptions of abuse, attitudes to those
involved, opinions on action needed, and personal experiences of abdsgerarection.The PAOQ typically
took 2045 minutes to complete when sedfidministered and 60 minutes when administered by the
researcher within a group setting. (The questionnaire was administered verbally where there were
concerns that respondents mdnave had literacy difficulties, with the researcher reading each question).

PAOQ Sampling Method

A multistaged cluster sampling method was used for the PA®W®.aimed to administer approximately
1,000 questionnaires over the six countribewever, given that country populations differ considerably in
size a prerata distribution plan was created as follows:

x Anguilla 100
x Barbados 250
x Dominica 150
x Grenada 170
x Montserrat 100
x St Kitts/Nevis 100

65|Page



We aimed for 50% males and 50% fensakepresentative of the general population across four categories
of informant:

1. Male 18-30 years
2. Male 30 years
3. Female 18-30 years
4. Female 30 years

And six key variables:

i. Age
ii. Rural/urban
iil. Socieeconomic status
iv.  Education
v. Gender
vi. Has/does not havehildren

Multi-staged cluster samplingstages:

a. Listed parishes/districts of the country

b. Selected by simple random sampling 50% of the districts or parishes (or include all if practical)

c. Identified naturally occurring clusters/organisational groupsdach category of informant and match
against key variables in each district/parish (e.g. churches, colleges, work settings, leisure clubs, sports
groups, health centres, hotels, youth groups, residential institutions)

d. Selected by simple random sampling tgites (one as baelp) for each informant group

PAOQ Data Analysis
The PAOQ data were analysed using SPSS (version 16).

Demographic Breakdown of PAOQ respondents

Using a multstaged cluster sampling method, the study was designed to obtain the wéwascross
section of the population within each countrx total of 859 informants completed the questionnaiiiéhe
numbers of respondents for each country were propomtte to the size of populatiorifwo methods of
obtaining responses were usedispersal of the questionnaire to individuals and administration in naturally
occurring groupings (e.g. employment groups, social groups, support gratipsjpletion rate was very
high t over 90% of persons who elected to complete the questionnaire by siedves did so and in the
group settings only two people declined to take pa&kte attributed this high response rate to four factors:
the use of Caribbean researchers who were either familiar with the local communities or else employed the
assistance of gneone who was; the small size of populations; public support for the study; and the
Z }u%o0] v Cvul] [} 1TvP % ES }( AMastaefthé ré&spet@dnts wese Xationals

of the countries involved in the study and omiyelve respondens were from other countries (ten of these
were from other countries in the Eastern Caribbean and only two respondents were from outside the
region).

Education

Over half (58.6%) of the respondents were educated to tertiary level {gasindary) and hadoge on to
community college, further study or universignd 33 % had been educated to secondary |e®aly 8.4 %

of the respondents had not been educated beyond primary |éMak breakdown reflects the high levels of
literacy and universal access tdueation across the Caribbean and is perhaps a contributing factor to the
high completion rate of the questionnaire.

It is important to note though, that there were considerable disparities on levels of education across the
region (seechart 1). This mg be the consequence of the sampling procedure or it may reflect regional
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inequalities in educational opportunitf particular note is the number of respondents as a proportion of
overall responses in Dominica and Grenada who had not had education bpsioraty level (N=30 and 26

respectively).

Chart 6: Country by education level

250
Education level
200 T

O Tertiary
H Secondary
= Primary

150

w |w) (7))
> 8§ 9 g 2
3 g 2 g 3 o)
= Q 3. @ 7] =
= s o o @ 7]
» 7] I\ Y a
Country

Gender
Although we had aimed for an equal represeitat of men and women, 37.9% (89) of respondents

were male and2.1% (N= 522) were femalEhere were several factors which affected the involvement of
men:

Some men declinetb take part once they understodithe nature of the investigatioriWhile we do

not know the reasons for refusal, it is clear that for some riexie may have been concerns about
spotlighting their own behaviouras typified by one case in which having originally taken the
guestionnaire, the man returned it explaining that he could not possibly fill it in because he himself
had faced an accusati@f child sexual abuse.

In one research site, the researcher experienced overt hostility from men who were approached
and there were manyrefusals to participatelt is important to point out, however, that in other
parts of the countrymen did agree to articipate even though overall more men declined than
women

While males can be victims of sexual abuse, the majority of victims are female and women are
therefore likely to be more strongly motivated to participating in a study on the topic

X
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Chart 7: Gender breakdown
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Chart 8: Gender breakdown by country
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Age Group

The study aimed to get the views of adults (persons agege8sand above) and to achieve
balance of younger and older persofespondentaged 1830 were 42.7% (N=344) of the total,
respondents did not give their age and respondents 31 years and over comprised 57.3% (N

the total (see chart 4)

Chart 9: Age group breakdown
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Parenting Status
29.2% of the respondents had children (under the age of 16) and 70.8% either had no children or had older

children (over the age of 16 years)Ve felt it was important to insure that parents of botfirls and boys
were included in order to ensure that no systematic bias was introduced into the results because of the
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gender of children (this is related to the fact that girls are more likely to be victims of CSA than boys and

parents of girls may haveapticular concerns). Z &3 (]A

children.

«Z}As 3Z P v
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Chart 10: Respondents by gender of children
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The main breadwinners within the households of respondents reflected a range of occupations (see chart
seven).The largest category wasofessional workers (30.2%, N=23#)lowed by seHemployed persons
(14.2%, N=110), managerial (13.6%, N=186) clerical workers who represented 9.7% (75) of the total.
Only 20 respondents (2.6%) reported that the main breadwinner in the househadduwemployedWe
attempted to ensure that the full range afociceconomiccircumstances was reflected in the sample.
When compared to their counterparts, the majority (83.6%, N=663) of respondents were of average
economic means, 20.6% (N=154) said theyemwealthy and 6.5 % (N=48) described themselves as poor
(see chart8). These data are supported by other findingsich as the number of people who described
their households as having the standard electrical appliances (97.5%, N= 785), as havingeadequat
bedrooms for the occupants (indicates lack of overcrowding) (92.7%, N=757) and as having adequate
bathing facilities (94.8%, N=762). Further to this 60.7% (N=472) of the respondents had their own
transportation while 39.3% did not (N=30%).is importart to note, however, that a larger proportion of
respondents from Dominica and Grenada described themselves as poor compared to other colihtses.

too is supported by the responses on adequate bedrooms (this suggests that more households are
overcrowded)and adequate bathing facilities.

Frequency
1600

Chart 11: Socio -economic status
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Urban/rural mix

Overall there were more respondents who lived in rural communif@s4% N=460) than lived in urban
areas or towns (39.6%, N=302). There were differences depending upon the geographical land#zape of
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countries involvedFor examplein Dominica, three times as many people were from rural areas than urban
areas and in Montserrat there is no discernable urban centre. The difficulty in describing location in these
terms may also account for the fadtat a significant number of respondents (N=97, 11.3%) did not answer

this question.

Chart 12: Urban/ rural mix
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Chart 13: Country by rural urban mix
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FOCUS GROUPS

Focus group discussions and were carried out in each of the six countries involved in the prejesision
topics were drawn up from the research questiamed /£ %0} E  YewSaboytmefinitions of abuse,
their own experiences foabuse(and of others they knew)retrospective reflections on prevalence and
projective techniques to identify views on the type of services and responses neBueaim of the focus
groups was to providedepth of understanding and to enable respondents to discuss their actual
experiencesThe sessions were typically between one and two hour duration (includinglisoeission and
briefing and postiscussion information sharingParticipants were selecteftom a range of settings (for
example, community and religious groups, youth groups, sports groups, employment settings, institutions,
further education settings)Sixdifferent categories of informanivere identifiedand for each category of
informant, eah country was given a different setting, thus ensuring maximum representation (acrebs all
countries) for each category of infoant:

1. Men 1830yrs
2. Men 31 and over
3. Women 1830yrs
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4. Women 31 and over
5. Mixed gender 180yrs
6. Mixed gender 31 ahover

And across six different settings:

Church

Community/Service Groups
Sport/Leisure

Professional

Business

College/Higher Education

~o o0 oW

Focus Group Sampling Method

A purposive sampling method was used based on the stakeholder andhydision was based on self
selection and informed consentthe only exclusion criterion was that persons must not be under the age
of 18.Criteria for inclusionvere that persons were Wing to participateand that they itted into one of the
agegroupcategories

Data Analysis

Focus group discussions were recorded and transcribedgain analytical consistency across the whole
data set of focus group discussioasgoding schema was used ageheric themes were generatedpriori
from the research questions:ature of the problem of CSA; scale of the problem; risks; who the
perpetrators are; effects of CSA; what can be done abouth&se themes were maodified and added to as
each independent analysis progressed

Demographic Brakdown of Focus Group Respondents

Two hundred and eightypeople participated irthirty five focus groups; respondents were evenly split in
terms of genderGender specific groups were held as well as mixed gender groups across age and socio
economic statusThe demographic breakdown of respondents was as follows:

x Anguilla- Six focus groupst two mixed gender service clubs over 31 years of age, two mixed
gender service clubs under 30 years, a Church group of males agad, BH&d a group of
community male mostly over 50.

x Barbados Six focus groups: a community gmpof males under the age of 38,sports group of
males over 31, professional females under BQsiness females group ov&dl, mixed gender
college students under 3@nd group six comprised a mixed gender Church group over 31.

x Dominica- Five focus group interviewst sports group of males under the age of a0mixed
gender Church grouyusness women under the age of 3®,community group of males over 30
years anl group five comprised a mixed gender community group over 30 years.

x Grenada- Six focus groug group one comprised 9 male police officers all below the age of 30,
group two comprised 8 female members of a Methodist Church and group three were a mixed
gen & PE}Uu% }( 6 }oo P 8y vSeX '"BlUu% (}HE }Iu% E]-" 0 (u «
Shelter, group five comprised 4 female members of an affluent Social Club, and group six were 16
male DragRacers and Car/Sport enthusiasts

x MontserratSix focus groum community group of females over the age of 31, a group of 10 female
Church members under 30, a group of 6 professional males under ratxeal gender group ob
sports participants under 30, a mixed gender group of 9 professionals ovan@h mixed gader
community group of 7 under 30

x St. Kitts and NevisSix focus group interviewgroup one comprised females over the age of 30,
group two comprised females under the age of 30, and group three cseetpnmixed gender
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professionals, up four comprisedmalesunder 30, group five comprised males over ahd
group six comprised a mixed gender business group.

POLICY AND PRACHRCECUSED iNEPTH INTERVIEWS

Policy and pacticefocused interviews were undertaken with key informants in each of theaixtries.In
approaching this element of the research process, there was a conscious attempt at ensuring a wide
representation of professionals and service providers who are either working closely with child victims, or
are involved in the application ¢dw and policy that will directly affect the way in which these matters are
processedPersons from a variety of backgrounds were selected for interviews and the level of willingness

to contribute to the research was very encouragiiihe level of cmperad]}v A]SZ $Z % E}i [« E
agenda was testimony to the high level of commitment on the part of professionals and service providers in
the region to the prevention of child sexual abuse.

Policy/Practicefocused Interview Sampling Method
Informantswere purposively selected based on the stakeholder analysis. Inclusion criteria were:

x Is drawn from one of the professional groups identifiedhia research objectives as relevant to
CSA

x Person holds a relevant policglated role and/or

x Person holds eelevant practicerelated role

x Is not under the age of 18 years.

Data Analysis

Interviews were recorded and transcribedo gain analytical consistency across the whole data set of
practice and policjocused interviews, generic themes were initially geated a priori from the research
guestions:nature of the problem of CSA; scale of the problem; risks; who the perpetrators are; agency
roles and responsibilities; child protection laws and policies; role of professionals; role of families and
communities.These themes were modified and added to as each independent analysis progressed.

Demographic Breakdown of Key Informants

Forty two policyfocused interviews and sixty eight practice focused interviews were carried out in total.
Interviewees ncluded medical and legal professionals, child protection officers, social workers, counsellors,
Permanent Secretaries and other policy adviserachers, police, health professionals, and officials from
NGOs and FBOs.

NARRATIVE INTERVIEWS

An importantpart of the study was to talk to adult survivors of child sexual abuse in aodexplore the
extent of the effects of abuse and the complexities of the issues involedalso hoped to learn about
resilience and coping strategie¥e had hoped to intariew 15 adult survivorof abuse from three
countries and alsaimed to include male survivotsowever this proved to be extremely difficultye
turned down one man, as we were concerned about his motives and another man did not feel he could
face talkingabout his experiences$n the end, only one man participated in this aspect of the study and the
other ten interviewees were women.

We aimed to ensure that these interviews were therapeutic in that they were conducted by researchers
with counsdling skils and presented an opportunity for reflection, narrativeframing of experiences and
healing.We believe that most imrviewees agreed to participateot only because they wanted to be part
of a study that would help other children, but also becauseytiere trying to come to terms with their
abuse and saw the interviews as an opportunity to move on with their lives; indeed several interviewees
actually said thislnformants were offered ongoing counselling support and access to supportive agencies
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andwere also provided with a selfealing book which has been found to be very effective in dealing with
sexual abuseln facilitating narrative interviews, we hoped that through interaction and talk, we would
help people to create a sense of order out ofitaaion that would have left them deeply disorderefls
researchers, we also believed that people with the opportunity to give narrative accounts of their
experiences can help to redress some of the power differentials inherent in the research procesmnand
also provide rich information about the meanings attached to the experience of abuse that could not be
captured in other waysThe content of the interviews were entirely driven by the informant rather than as
is usual in research methods, by the rasgher - participants were encouraged to tell their stories in
whatever way and at whatever point they saw their story as begindimgrder to enable survivors of child
sexual abuse to tell their own stories, it was necessary to create an environmemhiah they felt
comfortable and safe in exploring their feelingiswas also important to ensure that the researchers who
undertook this aspect of the work had the skills to help people to negotiate the huge distress that was
released in the telling andtmove past rdiving abuse to seeing themselves as survivors.

Narrative Interview Sampling Method

There were major challenges in identifying people who were willing to talk to us because of the sensitive
nature of the topic and the secrecy surroundidgjld abuseWe approached agencies and professionals
working with survivors and also issued public invitations at stakeholder meetings and in one instance, via a
popular radio showlnterviewees were selelecting and contacted the researchers direcijne only
criteria for inclusion were that the person was willing to share her/his story and had a story about child
sexual abuse to tellWe specifically excluded any person who wanted to talk about experiences of abusing
children. While finding informatio about perpetrators is an essential (and undesearched) area, we

were mindful that abusers can be very skilled in intellectualising their experiences as a means of distancing
themselves from responsibility and that they can also use the interview psoge a means of 4&ing the

sexual gratification they gained from sexually abusing childiaeterviewees were selected through
purposive and/or snowball sampling.

Data Analysis

Interviews were recorded and transcribed and a discourse anadygisoach used to analyse the data.
Analysing these data required a great deal of sensitivity to the interpretive procedures through which
meanings are achieved.

Demographic Breakdown of Respondents

Eleven survivors of child sexual abuse agreed to ppatieiin the study.Ten were female and one was
male. The respondents reflected a range sbcioeconomicgroups: unemployed, sedfmployed, high
status professional, other professional, housewife, student, sskiflied, business executive.

ETHICABTANDARDS

The conduct of the research was based on clear ethical standards which assured confidentiality, privacy,
anonymity and informed consentA comprehensiveEthical Protocowas developed (see Annexes) to
ensure that aDuty of Carevas maintained tall research participants€Given the sensitive nature of the
study extensive preparations were made to ensure that informants felt that their confidentiality was
assured, going so far, in one country, as to offer respondents the opportunity of beingiéwed by a
non-national researcher.

In addition to protecting the research participants, dduty of Cardo the Country Researchers required us

to carry out a research risk analysis and to put in place a risk management plan to ensure that all possible
risks were minimisedArrangements were also put in place to provide Country Researchers with their own
personal counsellors to facilitate effective -idefing and to support researchers in dealing with any
emotional or psychological effectdll personsanvolved in gathering data were required to sign an Ethical
Agreement Form and Country Researchers were provided with training on ethical issues.
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An essential aspect of the methodology and the ethical imperative was the establishment of a National
Respose Team comprising volunteer counsellors in each country (see acknowledgements). Each member
of the National Response Team was provided with briefing information and also required to sign an ethical
agreement formThe National Response Teams were setaipetrve two important purposes:

1. To enable research participants to access counselling in circumstances in which the study caused
distress or resulted in them #éving past trauma.

2. For advice and direction in contacting the appropriate child protectianayg in case of concerns
about any known child who might be in need of protection.

All ethical arrangements were subject to rigorous scrutiny and discussion by the Advisory Group and ethical
% % E}A 0 } $]v (E}u 8Z hv]A E+]5C[* 3Z] * W vo (}E 3$Z }uuyv
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CHAPTER SEVEN - RESULTS
Community Survey of

Perceptions, Attitudes and Opinions

COMMUNITY SURVDBY¥ PERCEPTIONS, ATTITUDES AND OPIRIEBISNAL OVERVIEW

The datafrom the community surveyere analysed using SPSS (version 16) and the major findings were
crosstabulated with key variables: countrgpcioceconomicstatus; urban/rural dwellergjender; age (18

30 and over 3§ear9; whether the respondent had children (under the age of 16 ggdevel of education
reached (primary, secondary or tertiary) and whether the person was religinougporting the results

these factorsare discusseanly wherethere were significant differencemmong group®r wherethey raise

specific questionsAlso, even though the overall sample was appropriate for a study of this complexity and
yields generalisable findings, when disaggregated by country the sample sizes are small and the results
should therefore be treated with cautiodespite the fact thathey may highlight important issues.

CONSTRUCTION OF CHILDHOOD

Iv & & 8} A %0}E % }%0 [* %o E %S]}ve }( Z]Jo =+ Ap o0 He U A |
different ways in which childhood might be understodthe UN Convention on the Righitthe Child

(Jv « Z Z]lo [ - JvP % Ee+}v pv E $ds sighatofiesito tige Canvention, many
Caribbean countries are striving towards harmonising domestic law with this defir@learly while age is
the legal and most commonly a %3 *} ] o u Gl €& (}E $Z 3% Spue Z Z]o [U A A}v
were other indicators thatelate tothe ways in which childhood is conceptualisedr example, we wanted
to explore whether puberty is considered as marking the end of childhoodth@hsexual debut or sexual
experience affects how people regard childramdwhether motherhood anathildhood arestates that can
co- ]S Jv % }% 0 [* %cods besoiminy prégiant signahe end of childhood for teenage
mothers.

Fdo not congder anyone over the age of 13 to still be a ch[ld

When asked to comment on the questiodo not consider anyone over the age of 13 to still be a Ebild
most respondents (77.2%, N=663) did not agree with, tithough 15.9% (N=137) did and 2.1% (N=18)
were not sure.When asked whether commencing menstruation marked the end of childhood for girls,
most people (82.2%, N=706) did not agree with,thlthough 13.5% (N=116) either did think this or were
not sure.A similar result was obtained when we asked respondents to comment on the statelent:} C ]«
v} o}vP &E }C AZ v Z  v80.ZBo(N&G89) @ick Igdf think this and 13.8% (N=118) either did
agree or were not sure

Chart 14: 13 year s as a marker of childhood
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experience however, most respondents did not agree with thi%¥hen asked tocomment on the
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agree and 2.1% (N=18) were not suldmost identical results were obtained when we asked respondents
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While sexual activity was not considered a particularly significant marker of childhood, if the sexual
experience led to pregnancy, then this was a different mat@ce a girl became pregnamiice as many
people (14.7%, N=126) thought this marked the end of childhood than if she had had sex without becoming
pregnant even though the majority of respondents did not agree with either of these statementsl1%
(N=6&) did not agree and 5.5%WN=47)were not sure.For a significant number of peopleowever, the

state of motherhood is not considered compatible with the status of childhd@dds is important as it
highlights the contradictions and dilemmas that manyrtage mothers face.

Chart 16: A girl who becomes pregnant is no

longer a child
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Age as the marker of childhood

Age was the clearest marker of childhood for most respondéerts. just over half of the respondents
(51.9%, N=446) the end of childhood is reached once the child is 16 years of ageghal®7o3 % (N=320)
did not agree with this, 5% (N=43) were not sure and 50 people did not answer the qu¥ghien.asked
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whether the age of 18 marked the end of childhood, 77.4% (N=665) agreed withalthisugh 19.4%
(N=166) were either not sure or ditbt agree.

Chart 17: hildhood is up to the age of 16
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Chart 18: hildhood is up to the age of 18
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SCALE OF CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE

Writers on the subject of child sexual abuse tend to be unanimous on one particular aspect of the problem
t the fact that it is largely undereported. It is important to understand théindings of the next section in
relation to the factors that impact on disclosure and reporting of abudeere are many psychosocial
barriers to reporting child sexual abuse and our research suggests that there are particular issues for
Caribbean societ®which suggest that abuse is reported even less than in other contexts:

x In small societies anonymity and confidentiality cannot be assured

x In small societies the perpetrator may be in a position of power or is likely to know someone who is
and may be hle to influence the outcome of a report

x The procedures for dealing with reports, systems for monitoring abuse and services to deal with
the impact of disclosure are underdeveloped

x  Qultural values about the place of children means that they are not allwalsved

x Poverty and the economic and social reliance of many Caribbean women on men mean that action
which may affect the main breadwinner is often undermined by women themselves
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In addition to these factors, for adult survivors of abuse, denial or nigation of the abuse is a common
defence mechanism that helps the adult to function in their daily li¥es perpetrators of abusedenial

and minimisation are mechanisms employed not to help them to cope but to mask their behavooiall

of these reaens we were aware that there would be difficulties in trying to find out respondévitsys on

the scale of the problem and we began exploring this by asking respondents whether they had been
involved in any type of behaviour that might be described alsl @exual abuseBy phrasing the question in

this way, we hoped that people who had been involesther as victims or as perpetratod abusemight

be willing to reveal this information.

Respondents who had had an experience of child sexual abuse

Most of the respondents 82.8% (N=711) reported that they hatbeen involved in behaviour that could

be described as child sexual abuse, however a significant percentage 13.2% (N= 113) of respondents
veA E AMhen| dsked whether respondents werencerned that a child they knew was being

sexually abused at the time of the study, approximately one in seven of those who answered (12.2%,
EAiifis o ] ZRIiO[UBDAGIGs » ] ZV}[ V 80 % }%0 ] v} veA EX

In relation toperceptions onthe scale 6 the problem, there were no significant differencesterms of
socioeconomicstatus. The majority of those who reported experiences of sexual abuse (90%) were also

e (E] « Z A s€Bci®edoromicterms and this is consistent with the fact theost respondents
were in this category (83.6%0)he numbers of people who had had experiences of child sexual abuse also
reflected the overall sample in terms of education range, the number of people who were parents and
those people for whom religion is portant, and there were no significant differences related to these
variables.

Chart 19: Proportion of people who had an
experience of child sexual abuse
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Unsurprisingly there were more women than men who had had experiences of child sexual abuse and
almost three times as many women as men reported these experielR@haps more surprising ibat

31% of those who reported such experiences were mehthose respondents who knew a child they
thought was being abused now, 76 were women and 29 were mkare was also perception that the

abuse of boys is widespread.

There were differences raling to specific countries and also with regard to rural and urban communities.

In one country the percentage of respondents who had had an experience of child sexual abuse was as high
as 25% and in another, 10% of the population reported that they hablsaah experience§.he country

specific data need to be treated with cautidrowever; while the regional sample size is large enough to be
able to draw some generalised conclusions, at the country level the samples were small and one cannot
rule out the possibility that sampling methods may have led to a larger number of abuse survivors being
engaged in the research (although this does not account for the lower numbers reported in one country).
Nevertheless it is equally important that these findings aoé¢ dismissed and are followed up by country
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level prevalence studie®eople from rural communities were almost twice as likely as people from urban
areas to state that they had been involved in behaviour described as child sexual Hiowsszer again,
caution is needed as there were several methodological limitations: a) the findings do not take into account
movement between urban and rural locatigrendb) as discussed earlier, the distinction between urban
and rural communities is uncleaWhat thesefindings do suggeshowever, is the need to ensure that
services are natolelyconcentrated in urban areas (however this is defined).

Defining Abuse

An important finding in relation to defining child sexual abuse is that when agkether respondents had

been involved in any kind of sexual behaviour that they themselves considered was sexual abuse, fewer
%0} %o O veA (Et 112 @ (N=98) as compared with 13.2%people who had been involved in
behaviour that generally would be considered as child sexual aliuss suggests that fa very small
number of peoplethe behaviours they had been involved which others would describe as abuse, would

not be regaded in this way by themAlthough the difference is small, this links in to other findings which
suggest lack of clarity and consensus on what constitutes child sexual a@mdasthat this may be the case

even among those who are either victims or perpgtrs. Differences in the conceptualisation of child
sexual abuse were also picked up in relation to the age of the responiémen asked the questiort
Z>}}]vP | }v 8Z Z}u C}u PE A p% Jv } Clu 3Z]vl vGpeopletss E] v
the age of 3dyears A E u}E o]l 0C 3Z v C}uvP E %o }peaple dyer 80 AnsmeE€ <[ ~0
Z C as[ compared t0 3% }% 0 pv & 3Z P }( i1 AZ}even AolGgh thE@ wdre no
significant differences overall in the agelated resposes to the question on experience of child sexual
abuse.This suggests that defining or understanding child sexual abuse may be influenced by the passage of
time. Thisis consistent with studies that shatvat the effects of abusare not only experienceds discrete

events but as manifestations of harm that unravel over timMso, the implications of early childhood
abuse can take many years to be fully acknowledged and understooi @snofften only at a later stage in

life that many people are able wonfront abuse they experiencent withessedas children.

Who abuses children?

Respondents were asked whether most child sexual abuse happened within the fat0i§% (N=322
agreed with this, 30.6% (N=241) did not think @iod 28.4% (N=224) were not suk&hen asked whethe
trusted adults (teachers, priests, coaches etc.) were more likely than strangers to sexually abuse ¢
67.3% (N=548) thought this was the case, 15.4% (N=125) did not, agte&7.3% (N=141) weraensure.
While it was acknowledged that most people who sexually abuse children are men, respondents als
it clear that they thought women too could be abusers. Only 10.1% (N=78) of respondents believe
women do not sexually abuse children, 80.0%619) thought that women could be abuseasd 9.7%
(N=75) were not sure.

Most respondents (65.5%, N=563) believed that the most likely perpetrators of child sexual abuse
Z]o [* % E v3eU 0S8Z}uPZ iiXi9 ~EAGamd 17.99¢N=152Evere At Suré\hpn
asked whether the most likely perpetrators were other family members, the responses were more t

37.8% did not think this, 28.18&greed with this and 26.2% of respondents were not sure.

More than half of the respondents 8%6%, N=460) thought that stefathers were more likely thar
biological fathers to sexually abuse children in the fapalthough a quarter of respondents (N=215) ¢
not believe this and 16.4% (N=141) were not siten were more likely to think this tmawomen (61% of
male respondents compared to 53.7% of female respondents agreed wijh this

R is usually the boyfriends of women who engage in sex with the children of the houselfold

Almost half (47%, N=404) of the respondents thought the most ligehgon to abuse a child was tt
u}sz EJ[- }caolugh 26% (N=223) did not agree with this and 21.7% (N=186) respondents c
think this. Most respondents (79.6%, N= 684) agreed that education level was not a significant fa
whether a persorabused children or notalthough 9.7% (N=83) of respondents did not think that v
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educated people abuse childreand 7.2% (N=62) were not sure.

&KDUW B, W LV XVXDOO\ WKF
who engage in sex with the children in the
KRXVHEF

46, 5%

186, 22%

o Agree

0,
404, 47% m Disagree

0O Not sure

O Missing

223, 26%

Ztlu v *}u 3Ju » SpEV olJv. C AZ v 3Z]E % ESv E+ Z A « £ A
This question, though highly contentious, was designed to explore an issue (which interestingly el
time and agairduring the stakeholder consultationsihe extent to which women knowabout abuse but
do not confront it. The majority of respondents (70.2%, N=608)ievedthat Zt}u v <}u S]Ju « &
Zolv C[AZvVv 3Z]E %% ESv E« Z A -+ oF; AV Q=120pdiEnot apved FitH @
and 11.2% (N=96) were not sure

ZN Ep o 8]A]SC SA v pos8e v Z]Jo Ev]ev A EK<v}uss EAZ 3]
Most respondents (76%, N= 653) thought that sexual activity between adults and children was never
acceptatbe no matter what the circumstanceblowever 17% of respondents (N= 146) thought there were
circumstances when sexual activity between adults and children was ahkdyb.2% (15 respondentaere

not sure (chart 19 These responses were nsignificantly affected bgociceconomicclass, religiousness,

or level of educationhowever, respondents without young children or with no children were more than

twice as likely as the parents of young children to disagree with the stater¥nthose viho disagreed

with the statement, people from rural communities outnumbered those from urban communities by 2:1
(please refer to previous discussion on limits of disaggregating data).

&KDUW H6H[XDO DFWLYLW)\
FKLOGUHQ LV QHYHU 2.

45, 5%
15, 2%
146, 17%

o Agree
m Disagree
0 Not sure

0O Missing

653, 76%
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Cycles of Abuse

Respondents were asked whether they thought that men who sexually abuse children had been sexually
abused themselves 52.4% (N=450) thought this was the case, 25.5% (N=219) were not sure and 16.6%
(N=143) did not agreaVomen weretwice as likelyto think this as men47% of wanen respondents as
compared to 2%6 of male respondents thought thig).similar response was reported in relation to women
who sexually abuse children, with 50.3% (N=432gspondents agreeing with this, 17.6% disagreeing and
27.7% of respondents stating that they were not surkis finding suggests th#tere is a perception that
abuse idoth cyclical andntergenerational and suggests that the link between being abuseldo@eoming

an abuser may be underpinned by the socialisation of the child.

&KDUW U6RPH PHQ ZKR KDYH V
children have had the same thing done to them as
&KLOC

47, 5%

219, 25% O Agree
B Disagree|
450, 53% 0O Not sure
O Missing

143, 17%

&KDUW U6RPH PHQ ZKR KDYH V
FKLOGUHQ KDYH KDG WKH VDPH
Responses by gender

O Women agreg
143, 47%
B Men agree
g Notsure
mixed gender

90, 30%

71, 23%

CONTRIBUTING FACTORS

ZD v[e v P 8]A 33]8pn * 3}A & « Ajuv]e E <*}v (}E Z]Jo « Apo pue |
More respondents (59.5%0N=481) didnot consider thatu v [megative attitudes towards women were

linked with child sexual abus¢han did. However a large number of people (40.9%, N=327) eithdr

believe this(13.7%, N=1070r were not sure (27.2%, N=@Q2 Men were more likely talisagree with the
statement, than women- 64% of male respondents as compared to 56% of female respondents did not
agree with this.

Patriarchal values, socialised gender roles and child sexual abuse

Z * ]38 ]- U vi*%EBpA]S} (}E Z]* Z]Jo E vU ]§ «Z}uo L% S} Z]L
Z]lo €& v §} JvA}oA Jv o A[X

We wanted to examine the links between patriarchal values and child sexual abesasked respondent

to comment on the statementZ + ]38 Jev[e E}o 3§} % E}A] (}& Z]e Z]Jo & v
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] Az v ]8[+ K< (}J&E Z]e Z]o E v Most pedpléA(Y4.8%, N~641)Aif Xot agree w
this, 12.8% (N=110) did agreleowever, 7.8% (N=67) were not sure and 41 peopte rdit answer the
guestion.

Zt}u v E (ue]JvP 8} Zz A -« Mmsdrphdoridor @envse@king to have sex with children

In the stakeholder consultation sessions, frequent comments suggested that blame attribution was often
directed to womenWhile this view was not on the whole held by the people consulted, it was stated that
this was a common perception that needed further exploratibtost people (62.6%) did not accept that
women refusing to have sex with partners was a reason for men seekingvi® $ex with children
although a significant proportion of responderdg&l think this (17.5%, N=150), 13.9% (N=119) were not
sure and 52 people did not answer the question (chaiit 2vhen the numbers of those who agree were
combined with the numbers whwere not sure, 51% of female respondents and 48% of male respondents
either think thatwomen who refuse partners sex is a contributing factochid sexual abuse or were not
sure. The disaggregated data by country showed termble variance in respondés|views on this
guestion- ranging from 15% to 41% of respondents who lolidievethat women refusing to have sex with
menwasa reasorfor child sexual abuse (chart R®&Iso, people from rural communities were almost twice
as likely as those from urbacommunities to have this viewA surprising finding was that of the people

Az} 1 8zZ]vl 8Z 8 Z]lJo e« Ep o pe A < o]vl 38} A}u v[e & (pe o 38} Z A

people (1830) were more likely to think this #n people over the agef 30 84 people under 30 thought
this ascompared to 59eople over 30 yeajsAlthough one might have expected this view to be associated
with levels of education, the findings suggested that the impact of schoolingi@tasmajor factor.
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In the literature review we comment on the topic of blame attribution and demonstrate that victim
blaming is not an uncommon response to child sexual ablikés issue also arose in the stakeholder
consultation sessions and many comments were received abousekaalisecclothing and behaviar of

girls being regarded as a contributing factor; this needed further exploraiiba.majority of respondents
(77.2% N=663)elievethat ZP]E o+ €& A u v[e 33 v3]}v COaF 126% (N=Z207) didmot « [
agree with this and 5.4% (N=46) were not sureis finding was not affected by level of education achieved
(71% of primary school educated respondents, 70% of secondary educated respondents and 68% of tertiary
level educated respondents all agreed with the statement).

Chart 27 p*LUOV GUDZ PHQYV VH[XI
ZD\ WKH\ ¢«

46, 5%43, 5%
107, 12%

B Agree

® Disagree
O Not sure
O Missing

663, 78%

It was not clear Wwetherrespondents perceived this asfact orwhether it was their vievihat girls may in

some way be contributing to their own abuse because of the way they dresgever a further question
helped to clarify things E *%}v v3e A E I 3§} }uu v3 }WehZiewFirs whoshaiv Z

}(( 8Z ]J&E } ]+ < JvA]3]vP &although ok respdidents disagreed with this than the
previous statement (19%, N63), the majority of respondents (65.8%, N=565) agreed with the statement
and 10.1% (N=87) were not surEhere were no significant gender differences in these views, between
those who were parents of girls under the age of 16 and those who were not evebet different
education levelsThis finding suggests that there is a dominant perception that men are weak and easily
tempted and thus perhaps not able to control themselvE€mnversely, this also suggests that girls are
somehow held as partially respohso (}&E u v[e Z A]}pE they diesss Zirthdrm@re the

A EC ( 8 }( P]Eo*[ %ZCe+] ole £pu o A 0}%u v3 ]+ }ve] &E v
Nevertheless it was also clear that respondents considered that sexual attraci®ia wontributing factor

and not a cause of child sexual abuse and that even if girls were not considered attractive this would not
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prevent them from being abusedrhe majority of respondents 83% (N=710) did not agree with the
statementZ']Eoe+ AZ} @] VB §SE 3]A & v}$ o]l oC 3lonly 9%o(M=@} Z (
did think this and 5% (N=42) were not su¥ghat is clear from this last point is that there is a dominant
perception that the sexual abuse of girlsi linked to whether gils are considered attractive or nothis

sUPP ¢3¢ 3Z 3 U VC %0 }%00 0] A 83Z §3Z & o0 Jeep 8} (} pue }v ] 82

Commercial sexual exploitation of girlsTransactional Sexual Abuse

With regard to commercial sex betweagirls and older men, poverty was not accepted as a justifi
reason for the exploitation of girls in this wayith 93.1% (N=800) of the respondents rejecting this not
and only 2.7% (N=23)ittkingthat it was OK for girls to have sex with men ifyttean earn money to hel,
themselves or their familiesvhile 1.6% (N=14) of the respondents were not sure (chart@®&re were no
significant gender differences.

Chart 28: Roverty is a justifiable reason for commercial sexual
exploitation of girls

14, 2 22,3% 23, 3%

@ Agree

B Disagree
O Not sure
0 Missing

800, 92%

Z is OK for mothers who need money to support their family to allow their daughters to have sex with
adults for money[

Another issue that was raised in the stakeholder consultati@mswhich the survey throws somiight)

was the commonly held view that some women allow or do not prevent their daughters from having sex
with men if it brings money into the househole asked respondents to consider whether in single
parent femaleheaded households it was OK for moth@ho need money to support their family to allow
their daughters to have sex with adults for monéythough the overwhelming majority of respondents
(89.5%, N=769) still considered this to be unacceptable, an increased number of respondents thought
that, in these circumstances, girls having sex with adult males for money, was acce@al®e (N=44) of

the respondents thought thisAlthough the numbers were small, men were three times as likely as
women to state that this was acceptable (9.6% of merutifat this was OK compared to 2.9% of women).
With regards to respondents who were parents, there were no differences in relation to parents of boys
but parents with girl children were three timdasslikely than respondents without girl children to think
that this was acceptabléf note, respondents who described themselves as poor were no more likely to
accept this statement than wealthy respondents and respondents wkee of average meansThis
finding suggests that for a minority of people, the issafefamily survival is more important than
protecting girl children from being exploited by adult males.
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Chart 29: jtis OK for mothers who need money to support
their family to allow their daughters to have sex with adults
for money Y+by gender
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ZW & %S]}ve bétwsernghilbesexual abuse and sexual orientatith|

We were interested in exploring to what extent myths about links between sexual orientation and ¢
abuse are commonly heldVost respondets (60.5%, N=520) did not agree with the stateme@tK v
Zlu}e Ep 0o uv VP P ]v «h@EvekdSamopCa fuarter of respondents (23.9%, N=20)
think that this was true, 10.89%NE93) were not sure and 41 people did not answer the questiten were
more likely to think that only homosexual men abused children than worh88% of male respondent
thought there was a clear link between sexual abuse and sexual orientation compared to 20.5% of w

Chart 30: @nly homosexual men engage in sex
With boys ¥ by gender
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2 /&£ S3A v uv v }C Aloo o §} 8z }C Jul]vP  Z}u}e Ep
In order tofurther explore whether there are perceptions thagexual abuse and sexual orientatiane
linked, we asked respondents to comment@&Z 3 § uS&dhWwtween a man and a boy will lead to

}1C }u]vP Z} u} Meeepresjonidents agreed with this statement (42.7%, N=355) than ei
disagreed (33.5%, N=278) or were not sure (23.1%, N=A8@8)tionally, while 39.1% of respondsn(N=
336) did not think that sex between a woman and a girl would lead to the girl becoming a lesbhian,
(N=270)did think this, 23.2% (N=199) were not sure and 54 people did not answer the question (cha
Men were slightly moreikely than women to believe this (35% of men agreed with the statem
compared to 31% of women). In some countries, more respondents believed that sexual abuse is li
sexual orientation and when added to the number of respondents who were not sure, outnuml
peaple who did not link sexual orientation with sexual abuBeese overall findings suggest that a comrr

o] (] 82 S « En o pe  }( Z]o C cjulv }(S8Z «u PvVv &

orientation. Among those who held this view theewas no significant difference in relation to key variabl
although of note, people who had achieved higher levels of education were less likely to believe that
abuse by someone of the same gender would influence sexual orientation. For ex&3fdeof primary
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school educated respondents believed that sexual abuse of a boy by a man would lead to the boy be
homosexual, 29% of secondary school respondents believed this and 18% of tertiary level respe
believed this. This finding is impartt because these beliefsiay create major barriers for boys i
disclosing sexual abuse.
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Incest
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practitionersin the field and this wasalso raised within the stakeholder consultatio8e exploredthis in
several ways.

Eamilies in which sex between children and adults has occurred for generations without any apparent

Z Eu ] K< He ]S Z - }u (ulJoC % 55 EV]

When asked to comment on the statemef®& u]o] « Jv AZ] Z « /£ &M adultshhe o@uned

(JE P v E §]}ve AlS3Z}us VvC %% E v3 Z Eu ]+ K< He ni@st Z e }
respondents (84.1%) disagreed with the statement, however 5.5% (N=47) agreed and 56 respondents
(6.5%) were not sure (there were no sigrafit differences across countries)f the small number of
people who agreed with the statement, of significance, is that women weiee as likely as men to think

this (6.9% of female respondents and 3.9% of male respondents agreed with the stateAtwmtf note is

the finding that parents with children (under 3@ar9 were more likely to agree with the statement than
respondents who did not have children of this aggespondents without cldren were three times as

likely, than those with childrepto say that the statement was either unacceptable or that they were not
sure.

Zv *}Ju (ulo] e« £ 3SA v pose v Z]Jo E v ]e }ve] & V}EuU O]
Z *%}v vie A E I 3} }uu v3 }visdome Fanilias sédetdeen adults and children
]* }ve] & vidBwhalfof the respondents (50.2%, N=431) mid think this was the case, 25.3%
(N=217)did think that in some families incest is considered normal, 19.7% (N=169) were not su#d and
people did not answer the question.
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Respondents were also asked to comment on the statemérity «}u ( u]Jo] « « A SA v E}§Z
e]eS E- ]J¢ }ve] @ 22.4%@ENx167) thought that this was the case, 57.2% (N=491) did not think
so and 16.6% (N=143) were not sufihere was variance between countries (ranging from 15% of
respondents wo did think this in one country, to 26% in another who also thought)tiliere were no
significant differences in relation to most variahlé®wever, the differences across education levels are
worthy of note.The percentage of respondents who thoughat incest between brothers and sisters was
considered normal in some families increased acemydio education levelsuggesting that this view
pertains more to perceptions on cultural norms than to education standartisere were also significant
gender differences- 17% of male respondents (N=52) thought this was the case and 26% of female
respondents (N=137) thought that some families considered incest normal.
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Chart 38: [n some families sex between brothers and sisters

is considered normal ¥ by gender
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Children }v[S ®eoause they are scared

vie ~01Xi9U EAG6iGe 0] A
scared of the consequences, 7.7% (N=66) did not think this was the raadah9% (N=42) were not sure.
Some people thought that children did not tell because they did not mind that this had happened te them
9.2% (N=79) thought thialthough the majority (79.7%, N=685) did not agree with tBinote, ma were

D}e& & *+%}v

compared to 7.3%).
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Consequences of CSA

Most people (86.4%, N=742) thought that children were damaged by sexual activity with adults even in
situations in which the child felt loved by the persétowever, 4.9% (N=42) did not thickildren were
harmed in these situationand an equal number of respondents (N=42) were not silest respondents
(85.1%, N=731) believed that lotgym emotional harm was caused to children as a consequence of sexual
abuse

Chart 41: Adults who have sex with children cause long term
emotional harm to children
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Changing Sexually Harmful Behaviour
Most respondents (69.4%, N=596) believe that people who sexually abuse children can be helped to
changealthough 12.2% (N=105) do not agree and 14.2% (N=122) were not sure

Chart 42: Adults who have sex with children can be helped to
change
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More than half of the respondents (55.6%, N=4#&wever, did not think it was a good idea for such
treatment to be provided while the person remained at home within their communitresvever, a
significant number ofespondents (20.7%, N=178) thought that hotresed treatmentwas possible and
16.3% (N=140) were not suré/hether the perpetrator of abuse is male or female did not significantly
change the response to this questioWhen asked whether male sexual abussm®uld be treated away

from home and their communitiesmost respondents thought this was a good idea (70.8%, N=608)
although the number increased to 76% (N=653) when the same question was asked in relation to women
perpetrators of abuseThis differencds probably related to the fact that women are less likely to abuse
than men and perceptions that they be more amenable to treatm&htre were no significant differences
between male and female respondents in respect of this issue.
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Respondents were overwhelmingly in support of the idea that children should be helped to speak out if an
adult has taken sexual advantage of ther82.9% (N=798) of respondents were in favouewifpowering

children in this way
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K would help if people talked more openly about the problem of children being targeted for unlawful

o EJ

Most people (86.6%, N=744) also thought it would help if people generally talked more openly about the
problem of children being targeted for unlawful sex.
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Role of thepolice

While the police have often been criticised for their responses to child sexual abuse, the findings suggest
that most people still think they have an important role to plaje majority ofrespondents (67.4%,
N=579) said that if an adult in their family was sexually abusing a child within the family, they would always
report it to the police, 17% (N=146) were not sure and 8.5% (N=73) would not report it to the police.
However, when asked @lated question, a significant number of people said they would try to sort out
such a problenwithout informing the police 22.4% (N=192) said they would sort it out without informing

the police, 53% (N=455) did not agree with this and 17.3% (N=149)nwtseire.Men were twice as likely

as women respondents to state that they would sort it out without going to the police (34% of male
respondents said this as compared to 17% of female respondents).

Chart 47 [f an adult in my family was having sex with a child
in my family | would always report it to the police
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Chart 48: Mould try to sort out child sexual abuse issues
SR O - By-gfender

without informing the

m Female

@ Male

H

_

Agree

Disagree

Category of response and gender

Not sure

ZW}o] }((] &+« P v E ooC IV}A Z}A §}
Almost half of respondents (48%, N=412) did not think thalice officers generally know how to deal with
unlawful sex betweemdults and children, 21.8% (N=1&1)l think so and 22.5% (N=193) were not sure.
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Chart 49: Rolice officers generally know how to deal with
unlawful sex between adults and children
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Respondents across albciceconomicgroups were consistent in their responses to these questions. These
findings show a lack of confidence in the ability of the police to deal effectively with child sexual abuse,
nevertheless rast respondents (82.3%, N=767) believe that sexual abuse shivwdgs be reported to the
authorities which suggests thapeople do considerlaw enforcementto be an essential aspect of an
effective child protection system.
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Chart 50: Any incidents or suspicion of an adult taking sexual
advantage of a child should always be reported to the
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Role of families and communities

Respondents were strongly of the view that women could take more action to protect children (87.5%,
N=752). They were also firmly of the view that men could do more to stop otharfromn sexually abusing
children (83.2%, N=715).

Chart 51: M/omen could take more action to protect children
from men taking sexual advantage of them
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Support and Counselling Services

Over half of the respondents (53.8%, N=462) said they would be able to access counselling for a child in
their family who had been abusedlthough 39% (N=336) were not sure or would not know how to get
help. The number of people able to access hefpied acrosssociceconomicgroupings and only 30% of
respondents who described themselves as poor said they would be able to access caunSainof
respondents of average economic means would be able to get help and 63% of respondents described as
wealthy would be able to get helpWomen were more likely to be able to be able to access counselling
than men (61.6% of female respondents sdieyt could access counselling as compared to 52.7% of men).
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Role of Religion

Religion was an important aspect of life to the majority of the respondédit8o, N=764) with 64.5% of
persons describing themselves as active within their faith (reguten@ance at place of worship)his
finding was consistent across the countries in the study

Chart 54: Is religion important?
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Religious leaders

Stakeholder consultations revealed concethat religious leaders are often complicit in keeping child
abuse secretwith the emphasis being on protecting reputations and preserving families at the cost of
protecting children Additionally, therewere also concerngxpressed thasome religious leaders asheir

position of trust and authority to abuse children thenh&s. Given these three factorsthe importanceof

religion to Caribbean peopléhe secretive methods for dealing with abuse within religious settirzgsl

the actual abuse of cliren by some religious leadersA A % 0}E € *%}v vse[ A] A« }v
religious leaders in tackling the problem.

Religious leaders should do more to stop the sexual abuse of children

The majority of respondents (84.4%, N=725) think that religious leaders should do more thestgxual
abuse of children, 4.2% (N=36) do not think this and 5.8% (N=50) were not sure.
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Chart 55: Religious leaders should do more to stop adults
having sexual activity with children
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Role of the media

Stakeholder consultations revealed thaetmedia is a central feature of the way in which sexual behaviour

is portrayed withinCaribbeansocieties and both reflects and contributes to values andwatés held by
the general publicWith regard to child sexual abuse, several issues were raised about the role of the media
which concerned the research teamssues raised includetie representation of wmen as sexual objects
andthe ways in which sexuabuse is sensationalised and regarded as a salacious media commaodity often
with little regard for the victimsAlso,seveal people shared the view thanhedia reporting on the topic

often seems to perpetuate the notion of the man as victirfalling preyto temptations and gid being held

responsible for their own abuse because of the way they drédsile these are important issues to
explore, it is also the case that responsible media reporting and media involvement to address social
problems can be aaxtremely effective tool for change.
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We asked respondgs to comment on the statementZ D

adults taking sexual ad v3 P }( Z182.8% {N=623) agreed with this, 11.5% (N=99) were not sure

and 9.3% (N=80) did not agree.
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Chart 56: Media campaigns against abuse would help to stop
adults taking sexual advantage of children

623, 72%

O Agree

B Disagree
O Not sure
O Missing

Zchoolsshouldtake a role in educating children about healthy sexual behavigur
Stakeholder consultations revealed the view that m&aribbearparents are generally not in favour of sex
education being provided within the school settjingith the popular view being that this may actually
encourage children to have sex (although no research evidence supports this and in fact the opposite has
been found, i.e. sex education can delay sexual deldgwever, in this study, respondents where

overwhelmingly of the view that schookhouldtake a role in educating children about healthy sexual

behaviourt92% (N=790) of respondents agree with this and only 2.29Q)Nlisagreed.
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Chart 57: fchools should take a role in educating children
about healthy sexual behaviour
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Risk andProtection
We asked respondents to comment dhe extent to whichrisk and protective factorsvere a feature of

their upbringing. In explang this further, the findings revealed that the majority of respont®e82.5%,
N=709) grew up in families in which they generally felt priédrom sexual abuse

Chart 58: grew up in protective family
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Presence of home protective factors

We investigated thistill (WESZ E C A& u]v]vP 8Z /£35S vs 8} AZ] Z & *%}v vde]
and protective factors we had identified from the literaturEhe findingsare consistent with theaumbers

of people who reported that they grew up in protective households i.e. more people grew up in families
with more protective than risk factor©f note however, is that while most respondents grew up in homes

with good proective factors, less than 30% of the respondents report growing up in a household in which
alcohol (or drugs) caused no problems.
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Chart 59 : Presence of home protective factors
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Home protective factors and their presence

Key forhome protective factors
Good relationships between adults
Parents had good problesolving skills
Women in the household treated well by men
Men in the household treated well by women
poSe[ pue }( odiugg)aaugedno problems
Family had good social supports
Children encouraged to talk freely and were listened to
Children properly supervised
Family able to meet physical needs (food, clothing, housing etc)
. Healthy sexual values and boundaries existed
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Presence of home risk factors
Most respondents reported low levels of risk factors within the homes they grew upiven this was a
representative sample from across the six countries this finding bodes wedltritegies that enhance
family strengths in preventing child abud¢owever of note, a significant number of respondents reported
that they had grown up in households in which children@®@e & <pu]E& §} <u] 8 v 8} ZIVv}A §
(39% of respondemnt reported this).While this by itself does not indicate risk, the disempowerment of
Z]lo & v o]vl §} }18Z & E]+l ( 8}Ee+ }8Z ]v (& chidesextipoaliiisevgnd Alpm v E
}JveS@E Jve Z]o E v[e ]0]8C 8} ]e olplacAZ v pe Z 31| v
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