H

University of
HUDDERSFIELD

University of Huddersfield Repository
Macbeth, P.A.

Ideas of Exchange

Original Citation

Macbeth, P.A. (2000) Ideas of Exchange. In: Consuming Crafts: International Conference, 19-21
May 2000, Buckinghamshire/ Chilterns University. (Unpublished)

This version is available at http://eprints.hud.ac.uk/id/eprint/8614/

The University Repository is a digital collection of the research output of the
University, available on Open Access. Copyright and Moral Rights for the items
on this site are retained by the individual author and/or other copyright owners.
Users may access full items free of charge; copies of full text items generally
can be reproduced, displayed or performed and given to third parties in any
format or medium for personal research or study, educational or not-for-profit
purposes without prior permission or charge, provided:

* The authors, title and full bibliographic details is credited in any copy;
* A hyperlink and/or URL is included for the original metadata page; and
* The content is not changed in any way.

For more information, including our policy and submission procedure, please
contact the Repository Team at: E.mailbox@hud.ac.uk.

http://eprints.hud.ac.uk/



This lack of a need for a verbal language became clear when collaborating with
the Indian makers. We understood each other through a common approach to
making textiles, our methods relied on the way we held a fabric, assessed it
through touch, just watching one another work. It seemed that what had
previously been missing was the lack of understanding of the approach to
making, the order that techniques might be placed in, this was only fully

understood by the manufacturers when we were able to demonstrate our

approach.

We observed several methods of production whilst in India. The area around
Delhi being mainly large-scale factory based production, concerned with machine
manufacturing on Industrial sewing machines.

Slide 4 Man at sewing machine in Delhi factory.

The fabrics | developed for my initial collection used machine embroidery. We
were lent an industrial machine to use in the office in Delhi; sampling on this
machine helped me to understand some of the restrictions of working on this type
of equipment. Later | shared Machine techniques such as Bobbin Relief and
ltalian Quilting with some of the makers. Our approach to constructing stitch
mirrored one another’s, but in this factory all dyeing of grounds took place before
stitch was applied. This was due to the large scale set up of the factory where
there was a certain procedure to follow, this didn’t allow for flexibility in the stages

of production. Thus not facilitating the chance things that can happen when two



