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The Search for Idiosyncrasies
‘The way in which | stitch, or manipulate a surface through stitch has developed
into an unconscious and intuitive response to fabrics, and the way that they

behave or react to having stitch placed upon them. ‘s

This statement was made in my masters thesis and is intrinsic to the way |
approach my work. The fabrics that Habitat were particularly interested in
addressed texture and structure as a form of decoration.

Slide 1 Teaseled fabric, pintucked dress.

This slide shows a pintucked cotton dress, (produced by Pammi Sinha)
scrunched and dip dyed, also a lightweight gauze broken up by the inclusion of
fragments of textured and tufted fabrics. The fabrics were manipulated through
stitch altering the drape qualities and density of the base fabric. | would then dip
dye these fabrics or force them into dye vessels whose capacity was too small to
evenly dye the amount of fabric. | constantly strived to create situations where
chance might occur, where something new or unexpected might happen. This
developed into my method or language of making. It is often this openess to
chance and the unexpected that fascinates most makers. In the paper ‘A deeper

Examination’ Wlodzimierz Cygan states

‘ A breakthrough may come about as a result of the sudden realisation of an
unexpected link between two areas, which had previously been thought

unconnected. The individual pieces of information themselves have not changed



