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Background and Contribution of the Study Chapter 1

Figure 1.1 is a graphical representation of time series data on trade union
growth and decline for selected dates in this century, from which a number of
observations can be made. The first is that following a slow period of growth,
union membership fell sharply in the early 1930s, recovered after the second
world war and reached a plateau throughout the 1960s. The peak year for
union membership was 1979, thereafter falling back to levels comparable with

those in the late 1930s.

Figure 1.1: Trade Union Membership, selected years: 1900-1995
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A second observation is that historical patterns of union decline are followed
by periods of growth which are comparatively stronger than the previous
cycle. For example, decline in the 1930s was followed by a higher level of
membership and density in the mid-1940s than those that prevailed in the
previous decade and a similar, although smaller trend is evident between the
early 1960s and early 1970s. A third, and perhaps more significant

observation, is that the decline in union membership after 1979 has not, as yet,
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