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making process. In order to apply ethics in the practical situation students
must learn how to reason morally, be able to identify ethical issues and make
decisions when faced with a moral dilemma. There have been many models
advanced for ethical decision-making that have been refined over the decades
since the time of Plato and Aristotle. Each of these will have advantages and
disadvantages but any model must do justice to the complex nature of moral
decisions, as well as providing a framework that will serve to allow
improvement of performance after evaluation. Students were encouraged to
use this model when discussing the case studies and use it when making
decisions about the ethical situations under discussion. This model continued
to be used throughout the remaining ethics modules.

The teaching strategies used in the Introduction to Management and Duty of
Care Module were influenced by the students’ exposure to prolonged clinical
practice in the previous semester. Students were invited to use their clinical
experiences to discuss how ethical principles can be utilised to inform and
influence decisions made about patients in different care environments.
Small group sessions, which included a selection of clinical staff, were used to
encourage the students to explore their responses to the ethical dilemmas,
which they may have encountered in practice. The introduction of role-play‘
using a video camera allowed the students the opportunity to take the part of
the different individuals who were involved in ethical dilemmas, which had been
discussed within the groups. This method gave students the opportunity to
reflect on their reactions as captured on camera and enable them to become
aware of how a situation such as this will affect the different individuals
involved. Students were also encouraged to reflect on whether they felt that
their own value systems had influenced or changed since their exposure to the
clinical environment. Students had been asked to keep a jo.urnal in which to

record instances where they felt an ethical component of practice had arisen.
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