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R Fantasy Flctlon

The Legacy of Brynhild

By Rebecca Hill (Huddersfield)



Stories begetting Stories

kT SHARRE

T

d )
- = : » . 4
N i B¢ >
’ A 4 ' e / P
wd 8GOS ot ASCARD ) v £
- Py . | % ’
’ . J . J o
\ D \ ) -' ~ Y
- o o L
PR \ 3 \b, - -
\ w \T B ;
X 2 LN s
Q 4 N ' .

The Poetic Edda

Transtased by Carolyne Larringron

OXTORD WORLD®S CLASSICS
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Fchoes of Norse Female Voices
n Fantasy Fiction
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Valda &
the Valkyries
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Variants of
Valkyries

“As different cultures from throughout
time interpreted this character, the
Valkyrie gained new contexts and

attributes, which impacted its future
audiences leading to even more variety
IN Interpretations.”

Williams, L. K. (2019). Changing Perspectives:
Valkyries in Text and Image. Ex Historia, 11, pg.147



Brynhildr The Valkyrie

“Reading Brynhildr as the archetype of a
Valkyrie allows for an expansion of the
storyworld in which being a Valkyrie meant
more than a shield maiden or a warrior .
woman. Disallowing this association denies
larger parts of what Brynhildr's character
had become...”

Findahl, S. E. S. (2019). Brynhildrin the Volsung
Storyworld: Valkyrie, shield maiden and maiden-
king [Masters Thesis, University of Oslo]. pg.58.

Josef Albert (1876). Amelia Materna Wikipedia.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Der_Ring_des_Nibelungen#/media/File:Maternagrane.jpg 54



Brynhild in Fantasy Fiction
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A VALKYRIE NOVEL BOOK ONE




Brynhild as Cultural Memory

The Strange Maid (Book 2 of the United States of Asgard) by
lessa Gratton (2014)

Brynhild & Volsung Saga retained by Oral
Poetic culture

- Kara Neverborn — A Valkyrie punished
worse than Brynhild

+ TESSA GRATTON +

+ THE UNITED STATES OF ASGARD BOOK 2+




Brynhild the Revolutionary Heroine

The Valkyrie by Kate Heartfield (2023)
I\\TP HEARTFIELD

- Brynhild vs Odin: Second Act of K '> ' =
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» Valkyries Duty to the Dead NOT Odin




Narrative Worlds &
Brynhild

Brynhild Displaced — a modern genetic hybrid reborn.

/I _ Brynhild Shamed — a figure of historical shame.
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Brynhild Defiant — a supernatural female champion.



Before Brynhild...

There was...

Sigrun/Kara the Valkyrie

And yes, that is me — aged 23...
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