
University of Huddersfield Repository

Crocetti, Daniela

Medicalizing the gendered body: Intersex/DSD and Human Rights

Original Citation

Crocetti, Daniela (2016) Medicalizing the gendered body: Intersex/DSD and Human Rights. In: 
CRISS seminar series, 6/12/16, University of Huddersfield. (Unpublished) 

This version is available at http://eprints.hud.ac.uk/id/eprint/31794/

The University Repository is a digital collection of the research output of the
University, available on Open Access. Copyright and Moral Rights for the items
on this site are retained by the individual author and/or other copyright owners.
Users may access full items free of charge; copies of full text items generally
can be reproduced, displayed or performed and given to third parties in any
format or medium for personal research or study, educational or not-for-profit
purposes without prior permission or charge, provided:

• The authors, title and full bibliographic details is credited in any copy;
• A hyperlink and/or URL is included for the original metadata page; and
• The content is not changed in any way.

For more information, including our policy and submission procedure, please
contact the Repository Team at: E.mailbox@hud.ac.uk.

http://eprints.hud.ac.uk/



Medicalizing the gendered body: 
Intersex/DSD and Human Rights 

 

Dr Daniela Crocetti  
University of Huddersfield; previously University of Bologna 

 



Intersex/DSD Human Rights, Citizenship 
and Democracy [EUICIT] 

Professor Surya Monro, Dr Tracey Yeadon-Lee, 
Dr Daniela Crocetti, 

 Zwischengeschlecht/ Stop Intersex Genital Mutilation 





The	  1800s,	  	  
Science,	  Medicine	  and	  Ci2zen	  bodies	  

	  

-‐Gender	  and	  the	  body	  
-‐Sexual	  orienta2on	  
-‐Legal	  gender	  categories	  	  
	  



The	  1800s,	  	  
Science,	  Medicine	  and	  Ci2zen	  bodies	  

	  

-‐Gender	  and	  the	  body	  
	  
	  
-‐Legal	  gender	  categories	  	  
	  

Varia%ons	  of	  sex	  characteris%cs,	  	  
Intersex	  traits,	  

	  DSD	  (Disorder/Difference	  of	  Sex	  development)	  



The	  1800s,	  	  
Science,	  Medicine	  and	  Ci2zen	  bodies	  
Varia%ons	  of	  sex	  characteris%cs,	  Intersex	  traits,	  
	  DSD	  (Disorder/Difference	  of	  Sex	  development)	  

•  Chromosomes	  	  
•  Gene2c	  markers	  
•  Hormones	  	  
•  Gonads	  	  
•  Reproduc2ve	  organs	  	  
•  Genital	  form	  	  
•  Secondary	  sexual	  characteris2cs	  (e.g.	  

bodily	  hair	  or	  fat/muscle	  ra2o)	  



The	  1800s,	  	  
Science,	  Medicine	  and	  Ci2zen	  bodies	  

•  Chromosomes	  	  
•  Gene2c	  markers	  
•  Hormones	  	  
•  Gonads	  –	  gendering	  the	  body	  
•  Reproduc2ve	  organs	  	  
•  Genital	  form	  	  
•  Secondary	  sexual	  characteris2cs	  (e.g.	  

bodily	  hair	  or	  fat/muscle	  ra2o)	  

Gender	  and	  the	  body	  	  



The	  1800s,	  	  
Science,	  Medicine	  and	  Ci2zen	  bodies	  

•  Chromosomes	  	  
•  Gene2c	  markers	  
•  Hormones	  	  
•  Gonads	  	  
•  Gendered	  behaviour	  	  
•  Sexual	  behaviour	  

Gender	  and	  the	  body	  	  



The	  1800s,	  	  
Science,	  Medicine	  and	  Ci2zen	  bodies	  

•  Chromosomes	  	  
•  Gene2c	  markers	  
•  Hormones	  	  
•  Gonads	  	  
•  Gendered	  behaviour	  	  
•  Sexual	  behaviour	  
•  Gender	  hierarchy	  	  

Gender	  and	  the	  body	  	  



The	  1800s,	  Science,	  Medicine	  and	  Ci2zen	  bodies	  

Hierarchy	  	  	  Gender	  and	  the	  body	  	  

Many	  
physical	  
paths	  to	  
gendered	  
social	  
categories	  

Two	  legal	  gender	  
categories	  



The	  1800s,	  Science,	  Medicine	  and	  Ci2zen	  bodies	  

Hierarchy	  	  	  Gender	  and	  the	  body	  	  

Many	  
physical	  
paths	  to	  
gendered	  
social	  
categories	  

Two	  legal	  gender	  
categories	  +	  
	  
Puni2ve	  state	  regula2on	  	  
of	  legal	  gender	  	  
(and	  consequen2ally	  sexual	  
orienta2on)	  	  



The	  1800s,	  Science,	  Medicine	  and	  Ci2zen	  bodies	  

Hierarchy	  	  	  Gender	  and	  the	  body	  	   Democracy	  

Excluded	  from	  democra2c	  par2cipa2on	  	  
and/or	  accumula2on	  of	  wealth	  in	  different	  periods	  

•  Women,	  	  
•  Young	  people,	  	  
•  Non-‐white	  ethnici2es,	  	  
•  Poor	  (without	  property),	  	  
•  The	  mentally	  infirm,	  	  
•  Certain	  disabili2es	  (e.g.	  the	  blind)	  
	  



The	  1800s,	  Science,	  Medicine	  and	  Ci2zen	  bodies	  

Hierarchy	  	  	  Gender	  and	  the	  body	  	   Democracy	  

Excluded	  from	  democra2c	  par2cipa2on	  	  
and/or	  accumula2on	  of	  wealth	  in	  different	  periods	  

•  Women,	  	  
•  Young	  people,	  	  
•  Non-‐white	  ethnici2es,	  	  
•  Poor	  (without	  property),	  	  
•  The	  mentally	  infirm,	  	  
•  Certain	  disabili2es	  (e.g.	  the	  blind)	  
	  



The	  1800s,	  Science,	  Medicine	  and	  Ci2zen	  bodies	  

Hierarchy	  	  	  Gender	  and	  the	  body	  	   Democracy	  

Excluded	  from	  democra2c	  par2cipa2on	  	  
and/or	  accumula2on	  of	  wealth	  in	  different	  periods	  

•  Women,	  	  
•  Young	  people,	  	  
•  Non-‐white	  ethnici2es,	  	  
•  Poor	  (without	  property),	  	  
•  The	  mentally	  infirm,	  	  
•  Certain	  disabili2es	  (e.g.	  the	  blind)	  
	  



The	  1800s,	  Science,	  Medicine	  and	  Ci2zen	  bodies	  

Hierarchy	  	  	  Gender	  and	  the	  body	  	   Democracy	  

•  Chromosomes	  	  
•  Gene2c	  markers	  
•  Hormones	  	  
•  Gonads	  	  
•  Reproduc2ve	  organs	  	  
•  Genital	  form	  	  
•  Secondary	  sexual	  characteris2cs	  	  
(e.g.	  bodily	  hair	  or	  fat/muscle	  ra2o)	  
•  Clothing	  and	  appearance	  



The	  1800s,	  Science,	  Medicine	  and	  Ci2zen	  bodies	  

Hierarchy	  	  	  Gender	  and	  the	  body	  	   Democracy	  

•  Chromosomes	  	  
•  Gene2c	  markers	  
•  Hormones	  	  
•  Gonads	  	  
•  Reproduc2ve	  organs	  	  
•  Genital	  form	  	  
•  Secondary	  sexual	  characteris2cs	  	  
(e.g.	  bodily	  hair	  or	  fat/muscle	  ra2o)	  
•  Clothing	  and	  appearance	  

Sexuality	  



The	  1800s,	  Science,	  Medicine	  and	  Ci2zen	  bodies	  

Hierarchy	  	  	  Gender	  and	  the	  body	  	   Democracy	  

Intersex	  Human	  Rights	  Issues	  (1800s)	  

•  Legal	  gender	  decided	  by	  doctors	  
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•  Legal	  gender	  regulated	  by	  doctors	  
•  Bodily	  integrity	  and	  autonomy	  (childhood	  surgeries)	  
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•  The	  right	  to	  medical	  treatment	  informed	  by	  

documented	  research	  	  
•  Social	  discrimina2on	  
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•  Cosme2c	  Genital	  Surgery	  before	  age	  three	  
•  False	  or	  coercive	  diagnosis	  and	  treatment	  

communica2on	  	  
•  Gonadectomy	  (Steriliza2on)	  	  
•  Hormone	  Therapy	  
•  Vigilance	  regarding	  gendered	  behaviour	  and	  

sexual	  orienta2on	  	  
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-‐out-‐dated	  informa2on	  
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Androgen	  Insensi9vity	  
Syndrome	  (possible	  outcomes)	  
-‐gonadectomy	  (social	  ra2o)	  
-‐hormonal	  therapy	  
-‐vaginal	  track	  lengthening	  
-‐s2gma2za2on	  
-‐medical	  stripping	  
-‐lack	  of	  communica2on	  
-‐lack	  of	  informed	  consent	  
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Intersex	  Human	  Rights	  Ac9vism	  

Addressing	  the	  suspension	  of	  
medical	  rights	  due	  to	  the	  
social	  “state	  of	  emergency”	  
envoked	  by	  bodies	  that	  don’t	  
enter	  neatly	  into	  the	  gender	  
binary	  
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Intersex	  Human	  Rights	  Ac9vism	  

Medical	  “state	  of	  emergency”	  focused	  on:	  
-‐Gender	  assignment/classifica2on	  
-‐Surgical	  “normaliza2on”	  of	  genital	  form	  
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Medical	  “state	  of	  emergency”	  focused	  on	  
Gender	  and	  genital	  form	  
	  

Some	  research	  on	  	  
Developmental	  pathways	  and	  hormone	  therapy	  
	  

LiWle	  research	  on	  
Pa2ent	  sa2sfac2on	  and	  long-‐term	  health	  
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-‐Health	  ac2vism	  and	  “syndrome”	  specific	  
pa2ent	  associa2ons	  (AISSG	  UK	  1988)	  
	  

-‐Pan-‐Intersex	  social	  ac2vism	  (ISNA	  1993-‐2008)	  
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Intersex	  Human	  Rights	  Ac9vism	  

-‐Health	  ac2vism	  and	  “syndrome”	  specific	  
pa2ent	  associa2ons	  (AISSG	  UK	  1988)	  
	  

-‐Pan-‐Intersex	  social	  ac2vism	  (ISNA	  1993-‐2008)	  
devoted	  to	  systemic	  change	  to	  end	  	  
shame,	  secrecy,	  and	  unwanted	  genital	  
surgeries	  for	  people	  born	  with	  an	  anatomy	  
that	  someone	  decided	  is	  not	  standard	  for	  male	  
or	  female.	  
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2006	  Consensus	  Statement	  (CS)	  
and	  DSD	  (Disorders	  of	  Sex	  Development)	  
	  
The	  changes	  advocated	  in	  the	  CS	  include:	  
-‐Pa2ent-‐centred	  care	  (psychosocial	  support)	  
-‐More	  cau2ous	  approach	  to	  surgery	  
-‐Language	  and	  communica2on	  changes	  	  
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2006	  Consensus	  Statement	  (CS)	  
-‐Pa2ent-‐centred	  care/psychosocial	  support;	  not	  
always	  present	  
-‐More	  cau2ous	  approach	  to	  surgery;	  unclear	  if	  
this	  is	  happening	  
-‐Language	  and	  communica2on	  changes;	  more	  
communica9on	  is	  happening	  yet	  op9ons	  are	  
s9ll	  presented	  coercively	  and	  children	  are	  
o[en	  s9ll	  excluded	  
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Intersex	  Human	  Rights	  Ac9vism	  and	  Visibility	  
	  has	  globally	  mul9plied	  

-‐internet	  presence	  
-‐visibility	  campaigns	  
-‐human	  rights	  lobbying	  
-‐pa2ent	  associa2ons	  
-‐pan-‐Intersex	  social	  ac2vism	  
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Intersex	  Human	  Rights	  Issues	  

In	  places	  without	  accessible	  medical	  
systems,	  if	  an	  intersex	  trait	  is	  obvious	  
-‐abandonment,	  	  
-‐infan2cide,	  	  
-‐mu2la2on,	  
	  -‐s2gma2sa2on	  	  of	  the	  child	  and	  
mother.	  	  

Carpenter	  (2016)	  The	  human	  rights	  of	  intersex	  people:	  addressing	  harmful	  prac2ces	  and	  
rhetoric	  of	  change.	  Reproduc2ve	  Health	  Magers	  24:74.	  	  
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Intersex	  Human	  Rights	  Issues	  

In	  places	  w/o	  accessible	  
medical	  systems,	  if	  an	  
intersex	  trait	  is	  obvious	  
-‐abandonment,	  	  
-‐infan2cide,	  	  
-‐mu2la2on,	  
	  -‐s2gma2sa2on	  	  of	  the	  
child	  and	  mother.	  	  

In	  places	  with	  accessible	  
medical	  systems,	  
“normalising”	  interven2ons	  
violate	  “rights	  to	  health	  and	  
physical	  integrity,	  	  
to	  be	  free	  from	  torture	  and	  
ill-‐treatment,	  	  
and	  to	  equality	  and	  non-‐
discrimina2on”.	  	  



	  Science,	  Medicine	  and	  Ci2zen	  bodies	  
Hierarchy	  	  	  Gender	  and	  the	  body	  	   Democracy	  

Intersex	  Human	  Rights	  Issues	  

abandonment;	  infan2cide;	  
mu2la2on;	  s2gma2sa2on;	  health;	  
physical	  integrity;	  torture;	  equality	  
+	  
Bodily	  integrity	  and	  Autonomy	  
Lack	  of	  research	  	  

The	  landmark	  2015	  Maltese	  Act	  on	  Gender	  Iden2ty,	  
Gender	  Expression	  and	  Sex	  Characteris9cs,	  
specifically	  prohibits	  social,	  cultural	  and	  other	  
unnecessary	  interven9ons	  on	  the	  sex	  characteris9cs	  
of	  minors	  


