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Abstract 

 

The objectives of this thesis are fourfold: First, I will offer a detailed analysis of rhetorically 
functional text component moves of the genres of Jordanian written wedding invitation cards and 
newspaper obituary announcements at the macro-structural level. Second, I will provide a 
comprehensive analysis of salient linguistic features that characterize the genres at the micro-
linguistic level.  Third, I will find out how socio-cultural and religious beliefs and practices are 
reflected in the generic formulaic structure of these genres. Fourth, I will show how 
sociolinguistic variability and dynamics are evident in the genres. In order to explore the 
discourse of these genres, a move analysis was carried out upon a corpus of 500 wedding 
invitation cards, and another 500 newspaper obituary announcements. The analysis of macro-
structural and micro-linguistic features is influenced by the work of Bhatia (1993) as it profitably 
illuminates the relationship between social practice and written discourse. The findings of the 
study are fivefold. First, the study demonstrates that eight and eleven communicative moves 
exist in wedding invitation cards and obituary announcements respectively. Each move performs 
a specific communicative function and contributes to the general communicative purpose of the 
entire genre.  Second, the genre analysis indicates that the generic organisational structure of the 
genres is highly conventionalized and structured in terms of form, content, positioning and 
functional values, with some variations in frequency and order of moves. Third, the writers of 
Jordanian wedding invitations and obituary announcements use a number of linguistic resources 
the way they like to generate some special effects and express private and organisational 
intentions within the framework of culturally recognised purposes. Fourth, the generic structure 
of the genres uncovers many socio-cultural and religious messages about Jordanian society. 
Finally, the findings showed that, besides religion, other sociocultural factors such as family, 
gender, and socioeconomic status have massively impacted the way these genres are structured 
and interpreted.  It is hoped that the results of this study will be of great help in further 
understanding the socio-cultural perceptions, attitudes and values that shape these two 
communicative events as well as aiding in efforts towards intercultural communication.  
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standing. After the funeral, it is time to transport the body of the deceased to the cemetery 

for burial. 

4- Transporting the body to the cemetery: in this rite, a number of men carry the coffin of 

the deceased to the cemetery on foot, and funeral goers accompany them. Following such 

a procession is considered a commendable and rewardable deed. However, the body of 

the deceased can be transported in a hearse with a procession of cars behind it. The 

funeral procession must take place in silence; funeral goers should not cry aloud.  

5- The burial:  all Muslims strive to bury the dead person as soon as possible after death, 

and many Islamic burials occur within twenty-four hours (Ergin, 2012).  Traditionally, 

only men are to be present at the cemetery and no women or children are allowed during 

the burial. It has been the Muslim custom to place the shrouded body in the grave on his 

right side, facing the Qiblah (Mecca). The blood relatives of the deceased have the right 

to place the body in the grave. At the time of placing the body in the grave, those who 

carry the dead are recommended to make short prayers. It is recommended for those 

mourners present near the grave to place three handfuls of soil into the grave while 

making prayers to the deceased (Yapp, 2015). 

 

6- Mourning and consoling the family and friends of the deceased: In Muslim community, 

mourning and consoling the family and friends of the deceased is an essential part of 

dealing with death. The traditional mourning period in Islam is three days during which 

condolers are received to offer their condolences and help to the grieving family of the 

deceased. During the three days of mourning, the family members of the deceased should 

refrain from wearing ostentatious clothing and decorative jewellery. It is also common in 

Jordanian society to prepare or bring food to the mourning family for three days after the 

funeral so that they will not worry about other details like cooking as they cope with the 

loss of the loved one. The families of the deceased are expected to perform acts of charity 

after a loved one passes away, and should pay off any outstanding debts that the deceased 

had left behind. Muslims are supposed to maintain cordial and close relationships with 

friends and family members of their dead loved one as well. Visiting the grave site is 

recommended in order to remind loved ones of death. Rules for grave site visitation 
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2- To provide a practical analysis of linguistic features and signals of wedding invitation 

card and obituary announcement genres at the micro-linguistic level.  

 

3- To show how individual functional component moves identified in wedding invitation 

card and obituary announcement genres are influenced by socio-cultural and religious 

background of wedding invitation card writers and obituarists. 

 
4- To explore the sociolinguistic variability and dynamics that have recently emerged within 

wedding invitation card and obituary announcement genres in the Jordanian society. 

 

The above aims could be achieved through answering the following questions: 

 

1- What typical textual patterns can be identified in the genres of wedding invitation cards 

and obituary announcements and how communicative functions are articulated by these 

patterns? 

 

2- What are prominent micro-linguistic choices which characterize and realize the rhetorical 

moves identified in the genres of wedding invitation cards and obituary announcements? 

 
3- How are socio-cultural and religious norms, practices and beliefs reflected in the 

sequential organization of wedding invitation cards and obituary announcements? 

4- What are the sociolinguistic variability and dynamics evident in wedding invitation card 

and obituary announcement genres in the Jordanian society. 

 

The first question seeks to determine generic structures of the texts of wedding invitation cards 

and obituary announcements that serve the communicative purposes of their writers. This 

question is motivated by the need to establish whether these genres under study are constituted 

by different generic component moves. As the texts in the two homely genres are constructed to 

serve the communicative purposes reflected in the generic component moves of wedding 

invitation card writers and obituarists, it is quite appropriate to determine whether different 

generic moves in the genre texts are influenced by different communicative purposes. Therefore, 

to answer the first research question, I carried out a move structure analysis of the genres by 
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breaking the texts up into large chunks or moves and then I assigned a function to each move in 

relation to the overall communicative purpose of the genres under study. A rhetorical component 

move is a functional segment of a text that not only performs a particular communicative 

function of its own but also contributes to the overall communicative purpose of the genre 

(Swales, 1981; Bhatia, 1993; Henry and Roseberry, 2001; Kanoksilapatham, 2005). After that, I 

identified the frequencies and percentages of individual component moves in each text for the 

purpose of determining if a particular move occurred frequently enough to be considered 

obligatory or optional.  

The second question is directed at identifying salient micro-linguistic properties used in the two 

genres. The linguistic properties identified in these genres such as verb tenses, nouns, adjectives, 

parallelism and euphemism have a wide variety of communicative functions. I intend to examine 

these micro-linguistic elements in this study to determine their use by wedding invitation card 

writers and obituarists in a bid to establish whether these elements have different functions as 

expressed in the genre texts. To provide an answer to this research question, I first carried out a 

linguistic analysis by dividing up the two selected genres into meaningful units or moves, 

essentially on the basis of linguistic clues, and then I analysed the moves for the purpose of 

investigating the salient lexico-grammatical choices and strategies which characterize each 

identified rhetorical move. Vergaro (2002), Swales (1990) and Bhatia (1993) argue that there are 

certain linguistic (lexico-grammatical) features typical to each discoursal move in a genre text, 

which are related to the communicative purposes of the activity in which members of the 

community are engaged. After that, I conducted a statistical analysis by determining the 

frequency of syntactic properties used in the genre texts, with a special focus on the conventional 

language use that is determined by members of Jordanian discourse community. 

 

The third question seeks to determine whether socio-cultural and religious beliefs and values 

have a significant effect on the rhetorical organizational details of the two genres. This question 

is motivated by the need to get an understanding of how the text of wedding invitation cards and 

obituary announcements are influenced by socio-cultural and religious background of wedding 

invitation card writers and obituarists as the generic patterns or options of a certain genre are the 

result of conventions of the socio-cultural contexts in which genres are constructed (Bhatia, 

2004). As the genre texts of wedding invitation cards and obituary announcements are 
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upon alliteration, rhyme, simile, metaphor, parallelism and euphemism. The semantic analysis 

examines both synonyms and antonyms. Also, the present chapter attempts, in the course of the 

discussion, to address two of the sociolinguistics factors that affect the organizational schematic 

structure of the wedding invitation card genre: religion and socio-economic status. Finally, a 

summary of linguistic characteristics that typify the moves of wedding invitations is provided. 

 
Chapter 6, which is set to answer the first research question, offers a detailed analysis of overall 

rhetorical moves of a series of 500 Jordanian obituary announcements. It further sheds some 

light on how the rhetorical organizational structure of this genre can be affected by socio-cultural 

and religious background of the obituarists. Next, this chapter looks more closely at each of these 

communicative component moves and their constituent options together with providing 

illustrative examples of each move. Also, the chapter describes the order of the moves that 

Jordanians employ to organize their obituary announcements for the purpose of determining 

whether or not they appear in a fixed order. Finally, the chapter ends with summarizing the 

characteristics that typify the moves of obituary announcements.  

Chapter 7, which answers the second and third research questions, is dedicated to exploring the 

linguistic features of the corpus of newspaper obituary announcements. In particular, it attempts 

to offer a detailed analysis of linguistic realizations of the rhetorical moves that characterize this 

genre, together with illustrative examples from the corpus. The linguistic realizations in this 

study refer to the syntactic, rhetorical and semantic properties of Jordanian obituary 

announcement texts. The syntactic features examined in this chapter include, among many 

others, sentence complexity, sentence length, verb tenses and nouns as well as ellipsis. The 

rhetorical analysis in this study touches upon alliteration, rhyme, simile, metaphor, parallelism 

and euphemism. The semantic analysis examines both synonyms and antonyms. Also, the 

chapter attempts to address two of sociolinguistic factors that exert constraints on the 

organizational structure of the obituary announcement genre; namely, religion and socio-

economic status. Finally, a summary of linguistic characteristics that typify the moves of 

obituaries is given.  

 
Chapter 8 discusses the important results of the study in relation to particular sociocultural 

concerns (i.e., religious affiliation, family, gender and socioeconomic status) which are played 



47 
 

out through the discourse of wedding invitation cards and obituary announcements. It also 

includes a detailed consideration of how the findings of the study relate to previous studies on 

wedding invitation cards and obituary announcements in general and on middle-eastern and 

Jordanian ones in particular. 

 
Finally, the study will conclude with Chapter 9. This chapter is intended to summarize the main 

findings of the study in relation to the theoretical and conceptual frameworks adopted in the 

present study and answers the specific research questions put forward in the introduction. The 

chapter concludes by proposing a set of implications and suggestions for further research. 
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Chapter 2 

Literature Review 

 

2.1 Introduction 

 
The present study explores the discourse of Jordanian wedding invitation cards and newspaper 

obituary announcements in the context of genre. More specifically, it aims at uncovering both the 

rhetorical moves and linguistic realizations of these genres. It also intends to explore how 

communicative purposes are achieved through macro-structural and micro-linguistic features 

which together contribute to the building-up of the resulting generic organizational structure and 

linguistic realization patterning of these two genres. In Swales (1990) and Bhatia's (1993) words, 

the communicative purpose is a key element in genre theory, and is reflected in the organization 

or rhetorical structure of the genre. In addition, the use of a wide range of conventional linguistic 

strategies is also a relevant element so as to achieve the communicative goal of genres. 

Therefore, wedding invitation cards and obituary announcements may be regarded as genres 

which are shaped and characterized by their own communicative purposes, rhetorical structures 

and linguistic conventions or features. Moreover, the study tries to account for socio-cultural and 

religious factors that contribute to the production and organization of such genres. In other 

words, it focuses on socio-cultural and religious preferences that Jordanian individual text 

producers show - both at the macro-structural and micro-linguistic levels - when engaged in 

writing wedding invitation cards and obituary announcements. 

 
This chapter is divided into a number of sections. In the first section, I will show how the notion 

of genre is defined and described by various genre scholars in detail. Further, I will present the 

way in which genre can be said to represent a social activity or practice. Also, I will  present the 

goals of genre analysis. In the second section, I will display how genre analysis is defined and 

discussed by numerous genre researchers, presenting the applications of genre analysis. Further, 

I will discuss three approaches of genre analysis with their similarities and differences. In the 

following section, I will attempt to analyse discourse as genre to investigate the wedding 

invitation card and obituary announcement genres in the context of specific practices and 
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2.2.3 Main goals of genre analysis 
 
As mentioned earlier, genre analysis is concerned with the organization of information in texts. It 

examines how structural features of genre-specific texts achieve specific communicative 

processes. It also considers the social environment in which conventional forms of texts emerge. 

That is to say, it takes into account the surroundings in which texts are generated. The generic 

structure and linguistic choices in genre-specific texts are influenced by the communicative goals 

of social activities in which participants are engaged. These generic structure and linguistic 

choices are the outcome of the demands of the social situations. This means that they are 

influenced by general external variables, such as cultural, social or religious factors (Hozayen, 

1994, p. 38). According to Henry and Roseberry (1999, p. 190) the three principal goals of genre 

analysis are: 

 

1- To identify the schematic structure of a genre-text and strategies available which allow 

users of the genre to achieve their communicative purpose(s);  

2- To identify linguistic choices available to users of the genre to realize the strategies; and, 

3- To offer sociological and psychological explanations for these choices of structure, 

strategies and linguistic features 

 
To reach these three goals, a genre analyst should have understanding and knowledge of the 

following four aspects on the analysis of any discourse. The first aspect is the generic structure 

of a given genre. A genre consists of a set of component moves which together serve the 

communicative purpose of the whole genre. The present study will attempt to identify generic 

rhetorical organizational moves of the genres of wedding invitation cards and newspaper 

obituary announcements via assigning a communicative function to each move of the genre texts. 

The second aspect is concerned with linguistic choices related to rhetorical moves of a given 

genre-text. The aim of a genre analyst is not only to identify and describe key rhetorical moves 

but also to describe linguistic features realizing the moves (Bhatia, 1993; Connor 2000). 

Therefore, in this present study, the genres of wedding invitation cards and newspaper obituary 

announcements will be divided up into meaningful units or moves, essentially on the basis of 

linguistic patterns identifiable in the moves, and then they will be analysed for the purpose of 
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interaction and communicative processes between readers and writers. Moreover, it takes into 

account the social context in which these texts are generated.  

2.3.2 Genre analysis and its applications 
 
Textual analysis is an essential part of discourse analysis which is concerned with the description 

and analysis of different types of spoken or written texts in communicative contexts. In recent 

years, the study of texts has become a defining feature of a branch of linguistics referred to as 

text linguistics. Texts are viewed as language units which have a 

specific communicative function, characterized by principles such as coherence, 

cohesion, intentionality and informativity, which can be used to provide a formal definition of 

what constitutes their textuality. On the basis of these principles, texts are categorised into genres 

or text types such as news reports, application letters, newspaper editorials, 

poems, conversations, etc. (Fairclough, 2003; Todolí, Labarta & Dolón, 2006; Nordquist, 2016).  

 
One of the most important approaches of textual analysis is genre analysis. It is concerned with 

the text structure and communicative purpose of different types of texts (e.g. journal articles, 

abstracts, dissertations, business letters, weblogs, newspaper editorials, conference proposals) 

and the way these texts function in the groups of people who use them (see Henry & Roseberry, 

2001; Ruiying & Allison, 2003; Barron, 2006; Bruce, 2009; Bonyadi, 2012). Genre analysis 

explores how the generic textual features of a genre text represent the communicative processes 

and interaction between the reader and the writer. It also considers the social context in which 

this text is constructed. In other words, genre analysis attempts to highlight the distinctive text 

patterns which are typical of a specific text. In order to do so, the examination of genre takes into 

account the social surroundings in which such typical forms of texts emerge. The generic 

elements or choices in a specific genre are determined by the communicative purposes of the 

social practices in which participants are engaged. The generic choices and patterning of a genre 

are the result of the demands of the social situations. This means that it is influenced by general 

internal and external factors which can be cultural, economic, religious and regional.  

 
Examining any text genres helps us understand the conventions of writing and the rhetorical 

patterns that have emerged for such genres. Moreover, understanding the conventions of writing 
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activities is to make learners very aware of how texts and social contexts are connected (Swales 

& Feak, 2004). Also, research has demonstrated that genre analysis can help learners develop 

new generic schema and develop new rhetorical patterns that assist them in successfully 

producing texts (Upton, 2002). In this regard, it is worth stating that the use of homely genres 

such as wedding invitation cards and obituary announcements is a useful way to introduce 

learners to the basic principles of genre analysis and raise their awareness about textual and 

linguistic choices, as well as how genres are socially and culturally constructed (Johns, 1997; 

Clynes & Henry, 2005; Mehdipour, Eslami & Allami, 2014). 

 
In recent years, a particular form of analysis has emerged in genre studies, the critical genre 

analysis which results from the incorporation of two overlapping but complementary fields: 

genre analysis and critical discourse analysis.  This connection between genre analysis and 

critical discourse analysis has resulted in critical genre analysis, a perspective suggested in 

Bhatia (2004) and clearly assumed in his later work (2008).  Genre analysis is used to examine 

what rhetorical component moves discourse writers utilize to construct their genres.  It also 

shows how discourse participants use a specific genre as a powerful instrument of social control 

to write it the way they do (Bhatia, 2004, p. 10). The critical discourse analysis, on the other 

hand, is concerned with the role of social factors such as ideology, power, and social structures 

that contribute to the interpretation of a genre (Bhatia. 2004, p. 10).  In the present study, I 

extended the descriptive scope of genre analysis to include some elements of critical discourse 

analysis such as dominance, power, socio- cultural ideology, equality, and social structures that 

contribute to the construction and interpretation of wedding invitation cards and obituary 

announcements as conventionalized socio-cultural practices. 

 
Despite an interest in almost all types of professional and academic genres, homely genres such 

as wedding invitation cards and obituary announcements have received the least scholarly 

attention from genre researchers (Al-Ali, 2005, 2006; Mirzaei & Eslami; 2013; Sharif & 

Yarmohammadi, 2013; Aliakbari & Aliabadi, 2015). This is what motivated the researcher to 

carry out this study. The next section will discuss different approaches to genre analysis, 

highlighting their similarities and differences.  
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identifiable characteristics at the level of discourse structure and language. However, 

these characteristics are not only determined by the genre itself and the context in which 

it is used, but they are also partially determined by the individuals reproducing the genre. 

 
3. When and if genres are taught, the discourse structure and the language (lexis and 

grammar) should be in line with the purpose of the text in a particular context, and the 

norms and conventions of the discourse community they serve. 

 
4.  Genres have social origins, and therefore different genres carry different degrees of 

power and status. Thus, some genres are valued more than others within a community, 

and these genres are therefore more worthy of being taught. Even in institutional contexts 

there are no texts that are free from the values, purposes and interests of those involved in 

producing and processing them. Since genres embody social and ideological dimensions, 

knowledge of text characteristics and of their social power, and critical reflection on 

these, should form part of any writing curriculum. 

 

This section has described the three approaches to genre analysis and outlined the main 

differences and similarities between them.  It can be noticed that the three approaches to genre 

analysis view genre as a social event which has shared conventions, features and constraints in 

terms of communicative purpose, language and intended discourse community. More 

specifically, the ESP and Sydney approaches stress that genres are characterized by certain social 

functions, lexico-grammatical features and generic move structure. On the other hand, the New 

Rhetorical approach is highly concerned with the situational context in which genres are used 

and produced. Therefore, the three approaches of genre analysis will be of importance for the 

present study as it is intended to develop a more rigorous understanding of the generic structure 

patterns, lexico-grammatical features and socio-cultural factors surrounding the production of the 

genres of wedding invitation cards and obituary announcements. 

 

 

 

 

 













76 
 

constitute information in the move. In the same vein, Vergaro (2002) clarifies that a move can be 

described as a meaningful unit represented in lexical and grammatical forms and contributes to 

the communicative purposes of the activity in which the community members are engaged. Thus, 

analysing the move structure of a text means assigning a pragmatic function to a stretch of 

language and building the schematic structure through which its communicative purpose is 

achieved (p.182).Thus, like these scholars, I view a move in my study as a unit of language 

which achieves a particular rhetorical function within the genre text. It does not only perform a 

specific communicative function of its own but also contributes to the general communicative 

purpose of the entire genre.  

 

In conclusion, it can be concluded that a move has two distinctive features: (1) it has a specific 

communicative purpose which contributes to the main communicative purpose of the whole 

genre or text type; and (2) it has some distinguishing lexico-grammatical features which are of 

great importance in describing and identifying the genre in question. So, in the present study, I 

will show how each rhetorical move of the genres of wedding invitation cards and obituary 

announcements has a particular communicative purpose contributing to the global intention of 

the genre as well as prominent linguistic features that characterise each move.  

 

2.5 The related studies 
 

In this section, I will review the most significant works relevant to the present study, focusing 

primarily on the generic structure and rhetorical functions of wedding invitation card and 

obituary announcement genres. The objective of this review is to indicate the place of the present 

study in the extant literature on these genres. It is worth mentioning here that those studies which 

are closely relevant to the objectives of this study will be elaborated on so that their findings 

could be compared and contrasted with the findings of the present study.  
 

2.5.1 Previous studies on wedding invitation card genre 

As research in the field of genre analysis has progressed over the last two decades, wedding 

invitation card genres has begun to interest a number of genre researchers due to the nature of 

their generic structures which are characterized as being concise, condensed and self-contained. 

Numerous studies on wedding invitation card genre have received extensive interest from genre 
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The last but not the least observation is that the studies carried out by Al-Ali (2006), Al-Khatib 

(1997), Momani and Al-Refaei (2006) and Sawalmeh (2014) are considered to be the most 

important account of the homely genres of wedding invitation card and obituary announcement 

genres in Jordan produced so far; however, they do suffer from the fact that they did not offer a 

comprehensive description of the linguistic features and socio-cultural practices that shape these 

genre types. Besides, their analysis was mainly restricted to tracing the generic component 

options that govern the rhetorical construction of these genres. The present study, therefore, 

intends to expand the terrain of the subject by establishing the macro-structural features, micro-

linguistic choices, the non-linguistic aspects, social, cultural and religious factors that contribute 

to the rhetorical organization of such genres, let alone describing the gender and religion-related 

differences between Muslims and Christians reflected in the textual and linguistic structure of the 

genres. 
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March recorded the least numbers, constituting 6.2% and 9.8% % of the total obituary 

announcements collected respectively. 

 

3.4 Data analysis  
 
This study employs both qualitative and quantitative research methods. Assuming that wedding 

invitation cards and obituary announcements are social events, the analysis of these genres 

cannot solely rely on the tangible information that exists in the text itself (Flowerdew, 2005). 

Therefore, the present study focused on the qualitative method that would provide insight into 

the writing practices and communicative context within the Jordanian discourse community 

producing the genres of wedding invitation cards and obituary announcements. The qualitative 

method substantially contributed to the socio-cultural analysis of the rhetorical purposes of the 

genre texts when assigning a semantic function to a stretch of language. What is more, this 

method aided the researcher in providing illustrative sample texts. On the other hand, I adopted 

the quantitative method for this study to determine the hierarchical order and the occurrence of 

the essential rhetorical moves found in the corpus for the purpose of finding out obligatory and 

optional moves that form the genres of wedding invitation cards and obituary announcements. 

The obligatory moves are those functional units represented in all the wedding invitation cards 

and obituary announcements, while the optional ones are those left to personal preference. 

Moreover, this method helped the researcher present figures and facts in tables in order to 

illustrate the breakdown of the moves in this homely genre.  

 

The analysis in the present study is divided into three sections: the analysis of the macro-

structural features, the analysis of the micro-linguistic features and the analysis of the socio-

cultural and religious practices, beliefs and contentions that shape the genres of wedding 

invitation cards and obituary announcements. As far as the analysis of macro-structural features 

of the genres under study, the rhetorical structure of the two genres was investigated in terms of 

the rhetorical component moves that make up each individual text. Therefore, I identified the 

generic rhetorical organizational moves of these genres by assigning a function to each chunk or 

stretch of the written text. Each individual text chunk constitutes a move having a particular 

function contributing to the overall communicative purpose of the genres. Worded differently, 
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the criterion for assigning rhetorical moves of the text or the body of the genres was functional, 

where each move was recognized based on the sub-communicative purposes it performed in 

realizing the overall communicative purpose of the genre as a whole. In this context, it should be 

mentioned that assigning a function for a particular component move is fundamentally guided by 

implicit knowledge of generic textual conventions that exist in each move. Thus, when analysing 

the constituent moves of these genres, I drew on my background knowledge of generic 

organizational conventions and knowledge of the context (Sandig 1986, as cited in Al-Ali& 

Sahawneh, 2011, p. 14). That is because, as Bhatia (2004) mentions, generic schematic patterns 

of a specific text are the result of the conventions of the social and cultural contexts in which 

genres are written.  

 

The identification of the generic structures of the genres under study involved scanning all the 

corpus texts manually to identify the frequencies and percentages of individual component 

moves in each text for the purpose of determining if a particular move occurred frequently 

enough to be considered obligatory or optional. If the move occurred in 100% of the data, it was 

regarded as an obligatory move, but if it did not appear in all the data, it was considered as an 

optional one. That is, to determine the potential obligatory or optional nature of each component 

move, its frequency of occurrence was counted, tabulated and recorded quantitatively. 

 

In the light of what was mentioned above, all possible variations that characterize each move and 

the sequence of moves in each text are identified. Finally, a rhetorical structure for each genre is 

proposed. The researcher suggests the following lists of moves to form the basis of the structural 

analysis of both wedding invitation cards and the obituary announcements: 

 

FIGURE 3.1 Move structure of Jordanian wedding invitation cards in the present study 
o 1. Opening 
2. 2. Identifying the celebrating families 
3. 3. Identifying the inviters of the wedding 
4. 4. Requesting the presence of the guests 
5. 5. Identifying the bride and groom 
6. 6. Stating wedding ceremony arrangements 
7. 7. Deferential ending 
8. 8. Notifications 
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in the texts of wedding invitation cards and obituary announcements but obviously are not 

inclusive to these homely genres:  

  a) Common syntactic features 

i. Sentence Complexity 
ii. Sentence Length 

iii. Verb tenses 
iv. Nouns 
v. Adjectives 

vi. Prepositions 
vii. Ellipsis 

  b) Common rhetorical features 

i. Alliteration 
ii. Rhyme 

iii. Simile 
iv. Metaphor 
v. Parallelism 

vi. Euphemism 
vii. Consonance 

viii. Assonance 

  C) Common semantic features 

i. Synonyms 
ii. Antonyms 

   D) Common sociolinguistic factors 

i. Religion 
ii. Socio-economic Status 

 
As far as the analysis of the socio-cultural and religious features of the genres, I studied the 

social context in which the genres are used as well as the rules, practices, beliefs, values and 

conventions that govern and exert constraints on the content and formal organisation of the 

genres.  The wedding invitation cards and obituary announcements are regarded to be products 

of social interaction in Jordanian culture with rhetorical purposes that specify their generic 

structure. In the analysis, I showed how the moves of the genres were influenced by socio-

cultural and religious forces practiced by the producers of wedding invitation cards and obituary 

announcements. 
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and/or other corpus-facilitated analyses; and (10) describing corpus of texts in terms of typical 

and alternate move structures and linguistic characteristics. 

Therefore, for the identification of moves in this study, I first identified the overall 

communicative purposes of the genres. Then, the genres were divided into text segments in order 

to determine their communicative functions. So, I assigned semantic functional values to the 

information in the text segments that were identified in this study. Each text segment contains a 

particular communicative purpose in relation to the global communicative purpose of wedding 

invitation card and obituary announcement genres. I then described and identified the rhetorical 

function of each particular text segment or portion in relation to the overall communicative 

purpose of the genres studied. 

 

Finally, I solicited help from a university professor specialising in genre analysis to ensure for 

the validity and reliability of the move identification. He was asked to identify the component 

moves of 50 wedding invitation cards another 50 and obituary announcements selected randomly 

from the sample. The professor identified the moves of the two genres and their related linguistic 

choices. Then, both of us went over each other's analyses refining and reformulating all moves 

through having a series of discussions until complete consensus had been reached. The inter-rater 

reliability between the researcher and the professor concerning the identification of the moves 

was 90%, which can be regarded acceptable. 

 

3.5 Conclusion 

 
This chapter presented a detailed account of the conceptual framework according to which the 

present research was carried out. It also discussed what methods are the most suitable, given the 

objectives and nature of the study. Moreover, it presented the methods of data collection. This 

was followed by a discussion of the practicalities of how the data collection was conducted, and 

the models taken to data analysis. A summary of this chapter is presented in figure 3.4 through 

highlighting the distinctive methods which were used at each level of analysis, the theoretical 

frameworks and the reasons for their implementation. 
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Figure3.3 The distinctive methods used at each level of analysis, the theoretical frameworks 
and the reasons for their implementation 

Aspect/Genre Type Wedding Invitation and Obituary Announcement 
Genres 

Levels of analysis Macro-structural analysis (rhetorical 
organizational structure) 

 
Micro-linguistic analysis 

 
Theoretical 
Framework 

 
Bhatia's (1993) model for both move structure 
analysis and micro-linguistic analysis.  

 
Motivation 

 
Offering a comprehensive analysis of the 
rhetorically functional component moves and 
explaining these moves help achieve the global 
communicative purpose of genre. 
 
Providing a comprehensive analysis of the 
micro-linguistic features from lexical, syntactic 
and semantic perspectives, with some focus 
placed on two socio-cultural factors; namely, 
religion and socio-economic status that have 
significant effects on this type of genre.  
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Chapter 4 

Macro-structural features of the wedding invitation discourse 

 

4.1Introduction 

Having introduced the literature and described the research methodology, this chapter is set to 

present research findings with regards to the first research question. The objective of this chapter 

is to examine the rhetorical structure of a large-scale corpus consisting of 500 Jordanian wedding 

invitations. In move analysis, a text genre is broken down into various purposive moves 

contributing to the overall communicative purpose of the genre. Therefore, in this chapter, I will 

start with presenting the textual analysis of hierarchical schematic structures or moves that 

Jordanians employ to organize their wedding invitation cards. Then, I will describe the order of 

these moves to find out if they appear in a fixed predictable order or not. Then, the non-linguistic 

features occurred in wedding invitation cards will be looked at in more detail. Finally, a 

summary of characteristics that typify the moves of wedding invitation card will be given. 

 

4.2 Move structure of wedding invitation discourse 

As has been shown previously, this study adopted Bhatia's (1993) move-analysis as an analytical 

approach for the investigation of the overall rhetorical structure of wedding invitation card genre 

under investigation. The identification of the rhetorical moves was mainly based on the 

communicative function of text segments, i.e., moves. At the macro-structural level, a close 

examination of Jordanian wedding invitation cards has revealed that there are eight rhetorical 

component moves by means of which these invitation cards are structured, as shown in table 4.1 

below. For the purpose of the present study, a rhetorical component move, by definition, is a 

functional segment of a text that not only performs a particular communicative function of its 

own but also contributes to the overall communicative purpose of the genre (Swales, 1981). 

The component moves, in my corpus, occur in the genre texts as obligatory or optional ones but 

they do not necessarily appear in the same order in all instances. Obligatory moves are those 

which are prevalent in 100% of the wedding invitation cards. On the whole, the statistical results 
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showed some variations in terms of move types and frequencies in the texts analysed. As 

suggested by Swales (2004) and several genre-based researches (e.g., Brett, 1994; 

Kanoksilapatham, 2005), the frequencies of occurrence of rhetorical moves play a vital role in 

determining the status of these moves. Thus, for the purpose of analysing the data, it was of 

significance to initially present the different generic structure (moves) of the wedding invitation 

card genre, highlighting the frequencies of occurrence of component moves and the order in 

which they generally occur as shown in table 4.1 below. 

 

TABLE 4.1 Frequencies of occurrence of recurrent moves and percentages of their use in 
Jordanian wedding invitation cards 

No. Type of Move Frequency of 
occurrence 

Percentage of 
occurrence 

(%) 

Obligatory/Optional  

o 1 Opening 494 98.8% Optional 
2 Identifying the celebrating 

families 
145 29% Optional 

3 Identifying the inviters of the 
wedding 

500 100% Obligatory 

4 Requesting the presence of 
the guests 

500 100% Obligatory 

5 Identifying the bride and 
groom 

500 100% Obligatory 

6 Stating wedding ceremony 
arrangements 

500 100% Obligatory 

7 Deferential ending 458 91.6% Optional 
8 Notifications 424 84.8% Optional 

 

As far as the ordering of the moves in wedding invitation cards is concerned, most of the 

wedding invitation cards analysed approximately have the same order of moves.  However, some 

wedding invitation cards in the corpus have different order where the whole genre was entirely 

manipulated. The following is an actual sample text of a Jordanian wedding invitation card from 

my corpus which includes the eight rhetorical component moves followed by a transliteration 

and English translation of that sample to allow for a greater understanding of this genre.  
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FIGURE 4.1 A sample Jordanian wedding invition card with obligatory and optional 
rhetorical moves 
 
1. Opening 
2. Identifying the celebrating families 
3. Identifying the inviters of the wedding 
4. Requesting the presence of the guests 
5. Identifying the bride and groom 
6. Stating wedding ceremony arrangements 
7. Deferential ending 
8. Notifications 

















































136 
 

Table 4.9 below provides frequency data from the corpus for each of the notifications.  

TABLE 4.9 Frequency of notifications in the corpus 
 

Notification Frequency Percentage (%) 
Statement about supplementary parties 
preceding the main wedding rituals 

223 19.8% 

Statement about escorting the bride to the 
groom's house 

89 7.9% 

Statement about brining children to the 
wedding party 

178 15.9% 

Statement about shooting during the 
wedding party 

133 11.9% 

Statement about the name of the publishing 
company 

402 35.9% 

Statement about bringing mobile phones or 
photographing cameras to the wedding 
party 

97 8.6% 

Total 1122 100% 
 

4.3 Ordering of moves in the wedding invitation discourse 

The order of rhetorical moves in Jordanian wedding invitation cards is almost the same. Most of 

the invitations appeared in the following order of moves: 

Opening 
Identifying the celebrating families 

Identifying the inviters of the wedding 
Requesting the presence of the guests 

Identifying the bride and groom 
Stating wedding ceremony arrangements 

Deferential ending 
Notifications 

 
However, not all the above-mentioned moves always appear in a fixed predictable order. The 

data analysis revealed that 9 invitations reflected completely different order of moves where the 

whole structure was totally manipulated. The following is a sample wedding card with its 

English translation which manifests this practice, i.e., the different order of moves: 
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It is important to note that the position of such photographic images is frequently changed; it 

never occupies a constant place within wedding invitation cards. The position of the image may 

come between the names of the bride and groom, at the corner, the upper part of the page, the 

right side of the page, or the left side of the page. Interestingly, names, usually just first names 

and/or first initials, may be enclosed in a heart shape in wedding invitation cards. It should be 

also noted that all the first letters of the bride's and groom's names were written in English not in 

Arabic in all the data examined. Consider the following examples: 
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Chapter 5 

Micro-linguistic features of wedding invitation discourse 

 

5.1Introduction 

As the previous chapter has discussed the macro-structural features of the genre of Jordanian 

wedding invitation cards, this chapter traces and explores the micro-linguistic features of this 

genre by following Bhatia's (1993) model with the intention of seeing how Jordanian brides and 

grooms organize their wedding invitation cards. In particular, this chapter, which answers the 

second and third research questions, aims to investigate a variety of syntactic, rhetorical and 

semantic properties of Jordanian wedding invitation card text for the purpose of expressing each 

move and achieving different purposes in the genre under study, together with illustrative 

examples from the corpus. The syntactic features that are going to be examined include, among 

many others, sentence complexity, sentence length, verb tenses and nouns, as well as ellipsis. 

The rhetorical analysis in this study touches upon alliteration, rhyme, simile, metaphor, 

parallelism and euphemism. The semantic analysis examines both synonyms and antonyms. the 

also, the present chapter attempts, in the course of the discussion, to address two of the 

sociolinguistics factors that affect the formal structure of the wedding invitation genre; namely, 

religion and socio-economic status. Finally, a summary of linguistic characteristics that typify 

the moves of wedding invitations will be given. 

 

5.2 Micro-linguistic features of wedding invitation discourse 

5.2.1 Common syntactic features 

This section presents the prevalent syntactic features in the wedding invitation text such as 

sentence length, sentence complexity, verb tenses, nouns, adjectives, prepositions, ellipsis, etc.  

 

5.2.1.1 Sentence complexity 

The purpose of this section is to examine the complexity of the moves of the wedding invitation 

card at the sentence level. That is, to study in how far the sentences that form the moves 
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invitation cards in the shape of flowers or hearts and add their own personal touches to make 

them appealing, catch the attention of the guests and show their high social status. Therefore, the 

couples with high socio-economic status choose wedding envelopes that have special textures, 

sizes, shapes, colours and even weight and try to make them as classy as they can because they 

know that many people often judge a wedding based on these envelopes that provide a glimpse 

of the entire wedding celebration. 

 

 In contrast, it has been observed that a lot Jordanian couples with lower socio-economic status 

find ways in which they can reduce the high costs of wedding envelopes and find other 

alternatives. For example, the couples, who are on a tighter budget, choose more economical 

designs for their envelopes. 

 

5.3 Summary of linguistic characteristics that typify the moves of wedding 
invitation cards  

There are sets of linguistic characteristics that typify the rhetorical moves of the genres of 

Jordanian wedding invitation cards. The table below provides these typical characteristics of 

each move.  

TABLE 5.7 Linguistic characteristics of the moves of wedding invitation cards 
Move Typical Characteristics 

Opening  simple sentences; compound sentences; complex sentences; 
long sentences; present tense; past tense; common nouns; 
proper nouns; adjectives; prepositions; nominal ellipsis; 
vocative particle ellipsis; alliteration; rhyme; simile; 
metaphor; parallelism; consonance; assonance and antonyms 

Identifying the 
celebrating families  

compound sentences; short sentences and nominal ellipsis 

Identifying the inviters of 
the wedding 

compound sentences; short sentences and antonyms 

Requesting the presence 
of the guests 

long sentences; present tense; prepositions and synonyms  

Identifying the bride and 
groom  

compound sentences and short sentences 

Stating wedding 
ceremony arrangements 

compound sentences; long sentences; common nouns; proper 
nouns; adjectives; prepositions; prepositional phrase ellipsis; 
alliteration ; assonance; synonyms and antonyms 
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TABLE 6.1Frequencies of occurrence of recurrent moves and percentages of their use in 
Jordanian Obituary announcements  

 
No. Type of Move Frequency of 

occurrence 
Percentage of 

occurrence 
(%) 

Obligatory/Optional  

o 1 Opening 96 19.2% Optional 
2 Heading 411 82.2% Optional 
3 Announcing the death 500 100% Obligatory 
4 Identifying the deceased 500 100% Obligatory 
5 Photo of the deceased 13 2.6% Optional 
5 Identifying surviving 

relatives 
423 84.6% Optional 

6 Identifying circumstances of 
death 

409 81.8% Optional 

7 Funeral and burial 
arrangements 

398 79.6% Optional 

8 Arrangements for receiving 
condolences 

500 100% Obligatory 

9 Notifications 46 9.2% Optional 
10 Closing 402 80.8% Optional 
 

Table 6.1 above presents the results which are obtained from analysing the 500 obituary 

announcements, including ten rhetorical moves, each with frequency of occurrence, percentage 

of occurrence and obligatory or optional elements. Ten discernible rhetorical moves were 

identified with their specific functions. They include Opening, Heading, Announcing the death, 

Identifying the deceased, Identifying surviving relatives, Identifying circumstances of death, 

Funeral arrangements, Arrangements for receiving condolences, Notifications and Closing. 

 

As can be clearly seen from table 6.1 above, Move 3, Announcing the death, move 4, Identifying 

the deceased, and Move 8, Arrangements for receiving condolences are the most frequent 

rhetorical moves and have proved to be obligatory elements in all the analysed obituary 

announcements with the occurrence of 100%. Move 5, Identyfing surviving realtives, is the 

second most frequent rhetorical move with the occurrence of 84.6%. Move 2, Heading, is the 

third most frequent rhetorical move as it appears 411 times (829.2%) in the corpus. However, 

Move 5, Photo the deceased, is the least frequently rhetorical move used in the corpus with the 

occurrence of 2.6%. 
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Before offering the details of the move analysis, a preview of all the rhetorical moves used 

across the texts is very necessary and worth highlighting for a general understanding of the 

generic structure of Jordanian obituary announcements. Therefore, the following is an actual 

sample text of a Jordanian obituary announcement which includes the ten rhetorical component 

moves followed by transliteration and an English translation of that sample to allow for a greater 

understanding of this genre. 
 

 

FIGURE 6.1 A sample of Jordanian obituary annoncement with obligatory and optional 
rhetorical moves 
 

1. Opening 
2- Heading 
3- Announcing the death 
4- Identifying the deceased 
5- Photo of the deceased 
6- Identifying surviving relatives 
7- Identifying circumstances of death 
8- Funeral and burial arrangements 
9- Arrangements for receiving condolences  
10- Notifications 
11- Closing 
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Chapter 7 

Micro-linguistic Features of obituary announcement discourse 

 
7.1 Introduction 

This chapter is dedicated to exploring the micro-linguistic features of newspaper obituary 

announcements by following the micro-linguistic analysis proposed by Bhatia (1993) with the 

objective of seeing how Jordanian obituarists organize their obituary announcements in daily 

newspapers. In particular, this chapter, which answers the second and third research questions, 

attempts to offer a detailed analysis of the linguistic realizations of the rhetorical moves that 

characterize this genre, together with illustrative examples from the corpus. The Linguistic 

realizations in this study refer to syntactic, rhetorical and semantic properties of Jordanian 

obituary announcement texts. The syntactic features which are going to be examined include: 

sentence complexity, sentence length, verb tenses, nouns, adjectives, prepositions, and ellipsis. 

The rhetorical analysis in this study touches upon alliteration, rhyme, simile, metaphor, 

parallelism and euphemism. The semantic analysis examines both synonyms and antonyms. 

Also, the present chapter attempts, in the course of the discussion, to address two of the 

sociolinguistic factors that have an effect on the generic structure of the obituary announcement 

genre, namely, religion and socio-economic status. Finally, a summary of linguistic 

characteristics that typify the moves of obituaries is given. 

 

7.2 Micro-linguistic features of obituary announcement discourse 

7.2.1 Common syntactic features 

This section examines the common syntactic features in the text of obituary announcements. The 

syntactic traits that recur most often in this homely genre examined are the following: sentence 

complexity, sentence length, verb tenses, nouns, adjectives, prepositions, and ellipsis. 

 

7.2.1.1 Sentence complexity 

The objective of this section is to investigate the complexity of the moves of obituary 

announcements at the sentence level. That is to say, to study in how far the sentences that form 









































































































































296 
 

Chapter 9 

Conclusion 

 
9.1 Introduction 

 
This study has set out to examine the written wedding invitation cards and obituary 

announcements. The primary focus has been on the macro-structural moves consisting the text 

type, sociolinguistic variability and dynamics evidenced in the genres, and the distinctive micro-

linguistic realizations of the structural elements under the impact of the social, cultural and 

religious forces encoded in the language of these communicative events in the Jordanian society. 

This final chapter is divided into five sections. The first section presents the main findings of the 

study. The second section elaborates the implications of the findings with regard to theory and 

pedagogy. The third section presents the contributions of the study. The forth section discusses 

the limitations in relation to the present study. The final section suggests directions for future 

research.  

 

9.2  Main findings of the study 
 

The results of the investigation revealed that, in addition to the main function of announcing and 

publicizing the occasions of marriage and death, these wedding invitation cards and obituary 

announcements uncover many messages about the Jordanian sociocultural conventions and 

religious practices which were found to be encoded in both the structural and linguistic features 

of the written genres. These religious and sociocultural features were then highlighted and 

compared with those of Al-Ali (2005, 2006), Nwoye (1992), Al-Zubaidi (2014), Mirzaei and 

Eslami (2013), Al-Khatib and Salem (2011), and Clynes and Henry (2005). For example, it has 

been observed that those wedding invitation cards and obituary announcements intend to serve a 

number of communicative functions and communicate a wealth of information far beyond the 

occasions themselves. They communicate lengthy details about the deceased and surviving 

families, the bride and groom and celebrating their families, their socioeconomic statuses, among 

other issues related to wedding and death. 
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community would be of great help in finding out any similarities and differences or 

further interesting patterns of the discourse genre textas well as the linguistic 

realizations that would offer a more deep understanding of these genre texts. 

 
3- It is also recommended that further research be carried out to shed light on both 

macro-structural and micro-linguistic features of wedding invitation cards and 

obituary announcements used by different religious or ethnic minorities living in 

Jordan such as Armenians, Circassians, Kurds, and the like to find out if these 

minorities have any influence on the overall patterns of these genres. 

 
4- Jordanian wedding invitation cards and obituary announcements may undergo many 

remarkable changes in terms of the linguistic and the textual features (i.e., form and 

content). Therefore, it is recommended that further research projects be carried out to 

investigate how the generic organization as well as linguistic characteristics of these 

texts may develop and change within a span of time under the impact of social, 

cultural and religious forces. 

 
5- This area of study still remains under-examined waiting for future detailed intra-

cultural and comparative cross-cultural research; therefore, it would be worthwhile, 

for instance, to compare Jordanian wedding invitation cards and obituary 

announcements with the British or American ones to discover if there are cross-

cultural similarities and differences in their generic organizational conventions and 

linguistic realization patterns of the genre texts. While different cultures structure and 

affect discourse genres in different ways, this would further enrich our understanding 

of variations found in these genre texts. 

 
8.7  Conclusion   

 
In sum, wedding invitation cards and obituary announcements in Jordan are characterized as 

ceremonial genre texts generally constrained by socio-religiously motivated practices and 

conventions. I hope to have demonstrated how these genre texts are structured and interpreted to 

serve the communicative purposes agreed upon by members of Jordanian community who 

constantly take part in these genres and very aware of their social conventions. It is also hoped 
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4. Place of death  
 

1. Germany 
2. England 
3. The Unites States of America  
4. Not mentioned  

 
 

2.6% 
5.4% 
3.4% 
88.6% 

5. Cause of death  
1. Automobile accident 
2. Chronic disease 
3. Heart disease/heart attack 
4. Not mentioned 

 
7.3% 
4.6% 
2.3% 
85.8% 

Funeral and burial 
arrangements 
(optional) 

1. Stating the time of funeral and burial  100% 
2. Stating the place of funeral and burial  

 
100% 

Arrangements for 
receiving 
condolences 
(obligatory) 

1. Stating the place for receiving condolences 100% 
2. Stating the time of receiving condolences 76.3% 
3. Stating the mourning period for receiving condolences from 
visitors 

89.7% 

Notifications 
(optional) 

1. Mobile phone numbers 3.1% 

2. Email address 1.2% 
3. Fax number 4.9% 

Closing (optional) 1. The use of Quranic quotations 35.8% 
2. The use of Biblical quotations  20.4 
3. The use of prophetic invocations 24.6% 
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Appendix 4: Sample Jordanian Wedding invitation cards 
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Appendix 5: Sample Jordanian obituary announcements 
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