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Effective acute and chronic wound management 
involves full, holistic assessment and ongoing 
evaluation to ensure optimal outcomes. 
Accurate wound assessment should include 
a comprehensive patient history, aetiology of 
the wound, condition of the wound bed and 
periwound area, level, colour and consistency 
of exudate as well as signs of infection. It is also 
important to review the choice of wound dressing 
regularly. Each wound is different and may 
improve or deteriorate over time, and therefore 
timely recognition of changes is essential. 
Precise, individual and timely wound assessment 
underpins effective clinical decision-making, 
enabling appropriate goals to be documented.
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