
University of Huddersfield Repository

Blyth, Eric

Donor conception: a private family matter?

Original Citation

Blyth, Eric (2013) Donor conception: a private family matter? In: The Times Cheltenham Science 
Festival, 4th - 9th June 2013, Cheltenham, UK. (Unpublished) 

This version is available at http://eprints.hud.ac.uk/id/eprint/18510/

The University Repository is a digital collection of the research output of the
University, available on Open Access. Copyright and Moral Rights for the items
on this site are retained by the individual author and/or other copyright owners.
Users may access full items free of charge; copies of full text items generally
can be reproduced, displayed or performed and given to third parties in any
format or medium for personal research or study, educational or not-for-profit
purposes without prior permission or charge, provided:

• The authors, title and full bibliographic details is credited in any copy;
• A hyperlink and/or URL is included for the original metadata page; and
• The content is not changed in any way.

For more information, including our policy and submission procedure, please
contact the Repository Team at: E.mailbox@hud.ac.uk.

http://eprints.hud.ac.uk/



Institute for Research in Citizenship 

and Applied Human Sciences (IRCAHS)

DONOR CONCEPTION: A PRIVATE FAMILY 

MATTER? 

Professor Eric Blyth BA MA PhD



Institute for Research in Citizenship 

and Applied Human Sciences (IRCAHS)

Donor-conceived people should always be able to learn 

the identity of their donor if they so choose. 
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Parents should be

positively encouraged to 

tell their DC children from 

an early age about their 

conception - as is 

specified in legislation.

(2) P; 
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Counselling /intermediary services should be available 

to support information-exchange (and contact where 

mutually agreed) between DC people and their donors 

+ mutually agreed information exchange/contact 

between DC ½ siblings and between DC ½ siblings and 

any other children of the donor.
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Serious consideration should be given to the 

merits/demerits and practicalities of recording donor 

conception on birth registration - as promised by 

government ministers in 2008.
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As a corollary, individuals and couples who are 

unable or unwilling to tell their donor-conceived 

child about the nature of their conception (for 

personal, familial, religious, cultural or other reasons) 

ought not to use this form of family-building.   


