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Do It Yourself:

Democracy and Design

Faul Atkirssort
Do It Yourself is not just home maintenance.

This exhibition looks at various aspects of Do It Yourself. in order 1o examine different
ways in which people have personally taken part in the design process rather than be
reliant on professional’ design. As such, It covers a range of activities that might not be
expected to be =een in an exhibition on DIY: Here, homecrafis such as embroidery and
the making of soft furnishings sit alongside cold war fallout shelters, and sailing dinghies
are seen next to punk fanzines. Such apparently dissimilar subjects are connected through
the theme of democracy because of the role they have played in opening up design and
production processes to the public

One effect of examining DIY from such a perspective 5 o expand the notion of what
might traditonally be considered a5 ‘Do It Yoursel. This exthibiton regards any creative
activity cammied out by people not trained in design as ‘Do it Yourself. in these terms, the
creation of @ coss-stitch sampler is as valid as building a fallout shelter. assembling a
sdiling boat from a kit. or creating a8 magazine by hand. Historically, productive and
credtive activities of this kind have allowed cornsumers to actively engage with design and
the design process at 8 number of levels, and t©o express a more individual aesthetic
unbounded by the strictures of mass-production and passive CoOnNsLMmption.

And what o show? The advice leaflets. manuak and guide books, exposition and retail
catalogues, newspaper reports and magazines and later. radio and television
programmes are often the only evidence of what for marny has been a significant element
of the fabric of everyday life — the results of DIY actvity, due to their individual and
personal nawure, have all too often disappeared without race with the passing of time.

MY has allowed people. paradoxically, to readt against the prindples and edicts of design
connoisseurship whilst simultaneously enabling the emulation of those above them in
social hierarchies. DIY has acted a= a leveller of dass — overcoming the social stigma of
manual labour out of sheer necessity. and permitting the working dasses o engage in
leisure activities from which they were previously exduded. it has acted as a social force in
reinforcing competitive displays of conspicuous consumpiion. and as a political force by
facilitating the wider dissemination of subculhural views through selffpublishing. This
exhibiton =kes this aspect of design democracy as s unifying theme. expanding the
notion of DY from the narmow perspective in which it i often held.

Introductory Boards and Credits




The sections in this exhibition together cover a idme period of some three centuries.
The focus of the [Edwards’] section covers a period from the early 18™ century to the
late 19" century. Use your hands for Happiness' the 1920s and 30s, ‘Do k Yourself
security” the 1'950s and 60s, [adoson’s] the 1960s and Sassors and Glue” the 1970s.

This exhibiion does not attempt o consiruct 8 developmental history of Do It
Yourself, but it does provide some indication of how the concept of DIY has been
variously received over time. It is interesting,. 100, that so many of the same Esues are
addressed in each secion. Throughout, ssues of emulation, dass and taste are
discussed, as are similar economic and sodal factors. What is more of interest though,
is how each section demonsirates different ways in which all forms of DIY hawve
enahled the consumer to ral against the prescibed design edics, and indeed,
presaribed social mores of the time. Moreover, as this exhibition exposes, DIY can be
seen as the uliimate expression of individual taste. and therefore as an accurate
yardstick by which the popular aesthetics of design can be measured. Whether seen
o be conspicuous consumption, emulation, self preservation or self-expression, DIY
remains very dearly an intrinsic part of the material culiure of everyday life.
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\Window Display Boards

Internal space - Sections on Mirror Dinghy and 18C Women’s homecrafts




Items on Display - 18C Women's homecrafts

Internal space - 18C Women’s homecrafts
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Internal space - Sections on 1920s & 1930s Women’s magazines

Items on Display - 1920s & 1930s Women’s magazines
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Items on Display - 1920s & 1930s Women’s magazines and embroidery samples
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Internal space - Section on Cold \¥ar Fallout Shelters with replica fallout shelter, survival
advice leaflets and emergency ration kits, and public advice films being screened.

Internal space - Section on Punk Fanzines with Fanzines in cases




Above: Internal space - From Section on Women’s Magazines to entrance showing Punk
Fanzines in cases and Mirror Dinghy with video documentary being screened

Below: Internal space - Section on Punk Fanzines on opening night
Next Page: The prototype no3 Mirror Dinghy in situ, made by Barry Bucknall
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Home
truths on
DIY then

and now

DIY can be an expression of
individualism and creativity
according, to a new exhibition in
Bamsley. Maybe so, but John
Woodcock begs to differ

Mr Ecdes was our woodwork teacher. | cam
visualise him, Brylaeemed and wearing a grey
smock with a siuad of pencils standing to
attention in the breast pocket, as he slipped a
piece of pine inte the vice and in one flowing
move planed a beautiful golden ourl.

“Right you lot,” he'd say, “do the same. " Several did
lads who then kftour secondary modemn o become
apprentice joiners and are now probably millinnaires

anks oo ¥ork's building boom and restocaticon
workshops.

Mot me. Even when [managed to get the vice bit
right, my plane had a mind oF its cwn and gouged
lurnps out of the wood. The end result wasn't a pretty
sight My efforts at creating dovetail, mitre, and
metice and tenon joints wer so pathetic that hir
Eceles wouldn't let me take home my skew-lepped
versions of a coffee table and swocl

He seemed to think that revealing them in pubilic
wold make the school a liughing stock and muin his
reputation. He did relent when | produced a bookend,
and my mother thought [ was the nexe Thomas
Chippendale.

As bor metalwork, Tnever did finish that poker
becatise of a failume o master the heat of the Foage and
the: timing required to shape the blazing wd of mild
steel. Teould see Mr Anderson’s point. Mot nuch use
trying to prod a fie with a shvelled piece of metal
recluced to three inches. Thad marginally more success
making a Fish slice, until the rivetsecuring the wooden
hardle fell out and mother everted e her tusted
utensils

1 Blame father for my lack of practical skills. You
should have heard the language when he tried to build
a gantry crane from my Meccano P B set "Whee's
thatb... . serewdriver™, and worse. [ so wanted o
resenilzle the photsgraph cn the box — young boy
sprawled on the carpet (we didn’t have a carpet), head
in cupped hands and watching admiringly as his
smiling Eather put the finishing touches to some
FANEESHC SHuckiTe

In our bookcase — padd-For, naturally - was a copy of
The Practlcal Man s Book of Things to Make and Do, but
only ther for show, &t Mo 17 thers was nocall for
advize on wood HiFnE, veneening, and “practical
notes on building a house”,

Crour black and white TV, when it wasn't on the
blink and Diad wasn't cursing the vertical hold knob

Above and right: TV's dodtyourself guru Bamy
Bucknell demonstrates the art of brackat fixing to i
the nation In his serles The ABC of Do It Yourself, -
Buckmell was described & “a DY here to post-war
WOITEn”,

A VORKSHIRE POST MAGAZINE SATORCAY WMAT & 2006
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The Mirror
dinglhy,
co-designed
by Bary
Buckne|

boat, to be
assembled
at home,
which made
taking up
salling
affordable
as a hoblwy.
Ficturs
caurtasy
Daally Mirror

we e ed o Lie intrigued Ly someone called Barry
Bucknell. He made do-it-yourself look effortles. You
WAt 3 COMsETVs oy ! .ﬂml,‘t-od\- can make one, Watch
this. We did, and mothet sghed while Tiad fidgeted

and hid L etunitheﬂem]:upes

Tdon't how we managedit when was g0 fighe
inthowe post-war years, bt beacanse Dad was eoinept
m! m.:rm.:l tasks he'd callin eradesmen b0 mend furses,

o oa ahelf, and decotate the best room.

e did we reslise how unpatrotic he wasbeing, s
weIJ s Letraying s masculimity Ly noe making our
serrd safe and comfortsble thicugh his ownhands.

At lesct that would Le the dgment of 5 :F:udmh‘.n%
exhiliticn in Yaieley which teaces the history of DI
from &t embrzide sy kite oo today's welf-
pubhshing via theinteinet 2

What i now s veerinduetey worth Lillicns has been
oonttadictory. Aecmﬂmg o the eshibition’s clta b,
Faul Atkineon, there i s political element, DY has
libetsted the individual Luat has alsc been explodted by
the povvers-that-be ax & mesns of controlling sociery.

Hobbies wete usefulin seinforcing & morsl code and
cutiide the wotkplacs idle hands had o be e-mp'lm.red
ideslly on the domestic fiont. The shores
amarpoed after the Fiest Woreld Wai, r.henaed foi
craftemen to concentrs e on rebuilding the countey
aftet the Second, mesnt that Laing good stdo-it-
youtself was regarded notjust s s vire, buta
patictic duy. sel-hel; c=mp:.:5m apptm-'ed]..} the

wOVermment devel wartime suterity slogans like

“Mrs Sew and Sew”, “THg foi Victory” and “Make Do
and hiend”
lnmda\rsﬂm home-improvement TV shows, who

among hoee on Chasging Roomes, or DIV 508, knows
the name WF Marthews : He was 32 much a pionest 34
Black & Decked, the first man to hammmer and chisel on
Lehslf of the massses his books, BBC madia
brosdessts during the 1£30k, andin s programme on
the opening day Gfﬁ:h‘lmlerﬁa]tele‘\'ium

But it was Ba:.:\r Buckrell, skng th'ne.ad.\-‘ertoi
colomar magazinss, who wras the s - He i
credited with«aving mumers h::d.w::es.l‘np‘ Lefoie

the srrival of BEC) and Homebsse, and convine
wiomen tht comld decorste and tackle ol
tepuine a8 well 32 men. When he died three year ago,
one aldtuaiy described Mm ss the howsewife's friend
snd “DTY heto to post-war women”

Bucknell inepired socis] revolution in anothet w:}r.
Cne of the exhilit in Barmsley is o Mo di
selfssmeml Iy plywood ciaft Fe co-designed in 1 b‘.-‘.fm
the Dty Mrm'w which regatded it a5 & promotion o
sell more copies. In face, if's the dinghy which is skl
welling well- 70, (00 af the last count —and it has
helpe wtr.:mi-’o:muuhng At it origins] hcecf
g5 11 shillings it ensbled many more o take
spoit which had been considered the preserve ou‘ﬂ'e
wellso-do.

Fot the cutstor Paul Afdneon, a designed and a
lecturet at Hudderafield Univerity on the history of
devign, that red<ailed dinghy i & classic example of
how do-it-yourielf has hel ced o change society. “We
tend o think of DIY as one tl'urﬁu heme improvement
=Lut itizs muchmoe comples than that.

werwyorkshirzposticday.eo ik
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Do it yourself

1963
ANNUAL

I—AHL-'rmEIJ ® GCAEDINERS @ MECHAMICTS @ HOUSEWIVES

civeer ECTEN POWER TOOLS

St wers buy e famote STAMLEE-EREGES dil yeu'l ind Fese 17 sttachmech wll save voo hows of
vme and lshaor o0 3 many reatine jens SeeclerEridos cows: toch designed o maks

BETTER BUY STANLEY-BRIDGES BETTER CLASS POWER TOOLS

it ol wenh

tad e ezar
o wnd Tal asag

PRACTICAL
|HOUSEHOLDER

DIG FOR
VICTORY

“It hae many functions snd level, At the prosctive
level is a Fuerituareans ket who mes his skills and
creative sLility to originate s besutiful pisce of work
At the cpposite end we take profess onal advice and
s emb e pieces and apply finishes provided forus,

“Tesday's consumer often ielies on flabpack
furniture, s elf-saemb Iy —the [kes meneslity, I¥x
wsally cheaper to Luy than making it yourself, even if
o have rhemce.-.ar\, wkille

“DTY nsed to be _\t{ulm'rlné. money when theie
were economic ressons for hows ehold mai nfenance.
Today, it's sbout choice snd spending, a viciow cyele
of expenditue that canmesn wallpaper st £220 5 roll
Piogrammes like Clwngiay Rooms ae noe about
maintenance and necesity but festyle, and that can
lead to v rifommity P\eople.we.:.l Llind they sre Leing
indivichalistic \-hmm.-.mh- they are copying what
they've ecenand tead ™

Atkingon i 43 and his pEnErsHon was among the lser
to be tanght woodwork and metalwork & ,pe-'wﬁc
auliect atwchool. Toddsy, they vsually form only s part

3 NE SATURCAY ATAY & T006
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Hupes'w van been
P TERT P
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Lt e e Berrdtnd IF50

O (5 Transbes

Lol

of conts=s in devign technology. He wonders if this will
lead to the averspe man having fewes practical skilk of
the sort which ensbled him to convert s 200 year-cld
Latnineo his home. .

Az & conntet-balance, modem s ced
enable even s cack-handed idiot bo Ax and i
the possible exception of me. In the hardware
department of Bsenitts s g lodi o empotinm in the
centie of Yotk L em mesmedsed Ly the vait tange of
eqmpmemavnlablem DTV enthusisst. Experience,
hovever, Launommeaﬁjlmtpl'umeum as quick
and e\m.yfo“ne and what am [ o make of the

instmcton on apacket “insert and drive
# Tthink Tpiefed s much clester verdon: “Tead,
putbads on the chelf and drive homs”.

The contents of Barmiths” shelves wonld seem more
relevant to Mass technicians st Cape Canavers] than &
chap pottering in his saburban ched: here i 3 doal-
Leam laser level and ultrasonic tsipe mesanre set; there
i a pocketsize spitit level with chockproof scrylic
vials; over there you'll find & giout rake with mngsten

ed o
| with

T

ANUH DITERR BITHI G ARaREE

smmns wmzﬁfr
B |

e Ly coumany T

BRI

And yon migr ]
aws bl the
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UL 200N

Ath MED

Same of the
publications and
posters almed at men
and women, from the
exhibition In Barnsley
on the history of DIY.

e

catbide grit-edged Llade —and that's Lefore we get to
the ponver taols
Even among the basics the non-handyman i u
apains it. Whaeis s “passivated pro screw”, o
“annular ring naile”, or even Black Jape, which have
aoanehom mm\'&fipmge-s Ly the politically-coirect:
Techmics I.'h‘-sdvsn:ed]:w:ldium with a fancy nsmes
can mean good business, G ard the male yehe
can be a lethal combinstion. * Ay Diad spends a fornine
ook and wees a fraction of them saps Atkinson.
Banitts never ceems 1o be lacking cttomere. 0w hy
does Atkirson think < ome of the huge DY warehose

Fopges Wokiir

(e (riistic Way to

MAKE MONEY ,;";_? __
Soane Fime

DO YO WaANT A PLEASANT '\'h.h\.’
oF MAK.INL. MONEY 'Ih'\‘.' RS
TIME AT H

‘ \fg.-

e Eckibiticn of Members' ‘.'.'nrl
An‘mu‘ml Frua-ul 84,
Pu-k

Puily Froscw [nwex)
Undaryraund
NDON, 541,

2 {e) } e

thaine which once could 4o no wirong have seen a
nsty dip in piohite with teading dovwn 40 per cont in
wome e’ Atkinaon ien’t sure, bt itmieht be thae
ekill levek have declined, that consumers ste Hied of
« o TW-impited makeover, or ate now
}mﬁﬁ&umhw do];:\b; atound the hoas e in
et o spend more time doing other things.

Thistis staniing Pou esn find a craftenian. Adkineon
faced that familisr problem while setting up the
exhibition and deciding toinclude s maclear fallout
shelter of the type ewected Ly thiee per cent of
Amneticans in t basemnents duting the Cold Wae

“Trying to find a Luilder to make me s chelter has
beens mghemare,” Atkinaon said. He found one
eventually, and adhmiits that the & hastion could have
Leen wore. He might have needed s plumler

W The exhikition, Do it Yourssl: Demecracy and Design,
is at the design cenire, 11-15 Shamides Sreet, Barnsley,
until Jure 17, Itis cpen Monday-Friday 10am-Spm, and
Zaturday 10am-2pm. Frae admission.

werwyorkshirzposticday.eo ik
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Exhibition Photographs

Museum of Domestic Designh and Architecture 25 July to 10 September 2006



Do it yourself

DEMOCRACY
AND DESIGN

the design centre
5 May —17 June 2004

MoDA
25 July —10 Sepl 2006
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Above: Internal space - Entrance to exhibition

Below: Internal space - Introductory section boards




The prototype no3 Mirror Dinghy in situ, made by Barry Bucknall




Internal space - Display Boards of various sections
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