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2017 finds us in an age of intense historical 
myopia.  Breathless news cycles and furious 
outrage are shrinking our horizons just as they 
need to widen.  Public debate barely 
remembers the world of last year, “old news”, 
let alone that of a decade or few ago…. As 
technology and globalisation bring the world 
closer together, we have narrowed rather than 
broadened our perspective. History’s 
expertise, and most dangerously its 
perspective, are being lost in our inability to 
look beyond the here and now.

Christopher Kissane
The Guardian 12th Aug 2017



Anniversaries ‘bring events into focus... 
draw[ing] on past experiences to do͛ so’

Ludmilla Jordanova “Marking Time” 
In Hoock (ed.)  

History, Commemoration and National Pre-
occupation: Trafalgar 1805 (2005)



Collaboration between history-making 
“experts” (academic historians, archivists and 
curators, for example) and community 
members or other stakeholders is a prominent 
feature of public history activity.  It sits at the 
heart of debates about authority, 
professionalism, and ownership of the past, in 
a space shared and contested by professional 
practitioners, commercial interests, and the 
public.

Victoria Hoyle
Editorial, Archives & Records 

Vol.38 no.1 (Spring 2017)



Transmit:

inspire,inform, 
educate, build 
capacity and 
involvement/

influence

Receive:

use others’ 
views, skills, 

experience or 
knowledge

Collaborate:

consider, 
create or 
decide 

something 
together

National Co-ordinating Centre for Public Engagement



hcmf// under 5s dance Nov 2016 © Heritage Quay



Speakeasy and Sound Women Network May 2017 
© Heritage Quay



Interactive art Nov 2016 and family animation July 2017
© Heritage Quay



Student projects 2016
https://vimeo.com/165

172033



Juridical 
legacy 

– passive 
curator

Cultural 
memory 

– active 
appraiser

Societal 
engagement 

– societal 
mediator

Community 
archiving

– community

facilitator

Representation of Terry Cook’s phases of the archival
paradigm and transformation of the archivist over the last 150
years Archival Science (2013) 13:95-120



Affect is that which historian Arlette Farge
elegantly describes as a tremor of experience 
prompted in the encounter with “the surplus of 
life that floods the archive”; it is that “excess 
of meaning” that provokes users in an intense 
and unconscious manner in the face of beauty 
and amazement…
[Affect] involves the corporeal and imaginative 
realm, both rational and passionate 
dispositions, and is located between the 
agency of the researcher and a receptiveness 
to being acted upon.

Long, Baker, Istvandity and Collins in 
Archives & Records 

Vol.38 no.1 (Spring 2017): 61-79



Entry for the Mechanics’ Institute & Technical 
College 1883 Fine Art & Industrial exhibition

in 175th anniversary timeline –
https://www.hud.ac.uk/non-cms/175-

Years/timeline/timeline.html



175th anniversary website



Anniversary launch 
exhibition



Entry for the Female Educational Institute
in 175th anniversary timeline –

https://www.hud.ac.uk/non-cms/175-

Years/timeline/timeline.html



Entry for the Penny Savings Bank
in 175th anniversary timeline –

https://www.hud.ac.uk/non-cms/175-

Years/timeline/timeline.html

The University’s School of Business building is now 
called the Sir Charles Sikes building



A variety of events



A variety of events and other activities
See the blog by PhD student Eve Hartley http://hud.ac/dzv



Huddersfield taken from local landmark Castle Hill (Iron 
Age hillfort) – the University’s campus just above the trees 

to the right of the picture



Renaming buildings project



Renaming buildings project



Archival labour – “more product less process” principles 

applied to the institutional archives
http://eprints.hud.ac.uk/id/eprint/19958/1/Huddersfield_ISDF_Poster.pdf



Archives = records SELECTED for permanent preservation



archives@hud.ac.uk

@Heritage_Quay


