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Air 
 

Mining Couture & The Sleeping Bag Project 
 

Claire Barber 
 



Portacabin, Snibston, June 2011 



Miners’ self-rescuers, Snibston, December 2011 



Layout plan of coal seams,  
Mining Study Centre, Snibston, August 2011  

Auxiliary Fan Record, National Coal Mining 
Museum, Wakefield, December 2011  



Diagram of Air Flow  Auxiliary Ventilation Unit, 
Snibston Discovery Museum, 
2011 
 



Sloes simmering, Portakabin, Snibston, September 2011 (upper image) 
Black and white image by Harold White, circa 1950s-1960s (lower image) 



Natural dyeing while wearing common wear, Portakabin, Snibston, October 2011  



Reclaimed grassland on former colliery spoil heap, Snibston, February, 2012  



Interview with Shelly Goldsmith, Ramsgate, December 2011  



Black and white negative by Harold White, circa 1950s-1960s 



National Coal Mining Museum, Wakefield, January 2012 



Composite photographs of the floral dress worn by Margaret Dominiak at the 1976 National 
Coal Queen Reunion (left image) 
Newspaper cutting of Margaret Dominiak in Coal News, November 1975 (right image) 



  

Drawing for Ventilation Dress, December 2011 



Construction of Ventilation Dress, KLC Castles, December 2011 



Ventilation Dress, Snibston Discovery Museum,  February 2012  



Ventilation Dress,  Huddersfield Art Gallery, June 2012 



© IWM (Q 53868) 

First sleeping bag patent, 
1876  

Sleeping bag used by 
Italian Army, 1915 



Claire Barber, 
Felt Cloak, Bardsey Island, Wales, 2001 



  

Scott Polar Research Institute:  
Oates sleeping bag  

Image taken by Herbert George Ponting of 
Petty Officer Evans and Crean mending 
sleeping bags at Cape Evans in May 1911 
courtesy of the Scott Polar Research Institute  



Box wall 

Slant box wall 

V-tube 

Air flow through cross section of 
sleeping bag 



Leeds Music Festival, August 2009 
(left images) 
Aftermath of Leeds Music Festival, 2010 
(right image) 
  



Aftermath of Leeds Music Festival, 2010 



Salvaging sleeping bags, aftermath of Leeds Music Festival, 2010 



Washing, drying and crafting salvaged sleeping bags,  August 2009 



Customising pockets for sleeping bags, 2010   

Customising straps for sleeping bags, 2012 



InnChurches, The Hope Centre,  
Bradford, February 2010 (above) 
InnChurches, St. Stephens  Church,  
Bradford, February 2011 (right) 



The Knitting and Stitching Show, Harrogate, November 2012 



The Knitting and Stitching Show, Harrogate, November 2012 



The Knitting and Stitching Show, Harrogate, November 2012 



Walking with sleeping bags to Harrogate homeless Shelter, 
November 2012 
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