The otherwise informative paper “Full-sibling embryos created by anonymous gamete donation in unrelated recipients” by Dicken et al. (1) was marred by use of limited evidence to support the claim that “most parents conceiving with the assistance of donor gametes do not disclose the nature of their conception to their resulting offspring.” A more thorough review of available literature than the two cited sources (2,3) reveals a more nuanced picture, as indicated by several European studies.
A Swedish study published in 2000 (4) reported that 11% of parents of donor insemination (DI)-conceived children had told their child about the nature of her or his conception, while 40% of parents intended to tell their child “later.” When re-interviewed some years later (5), 61% of these parents had already told their child about her or his conception, and a further 22% were still intending to do so. 
In a Finnish study reported in 1998 (6), 38% of parents of children aged up to four years conceived following oocyte donation intended to disclose to their child the nature of her or his conception. When re-interviewed when their children were 13–14 years old, 27.8% of parents had already disclosed and 16.6% still intended to do so (7). In the same study, 83.3% of parents of children aged under three years indicated their intention to tell their child. 
Two separate United Kingdom studies of oocyte donation draw broadly similar conclusions. In the first study, when the children were aged up to eight years old, one set of parents only had already told their child about the nature of her or his conception, 38% had decided not to tell their child, and the intentions of the remaining 53% are unspecified (8). These parents were re-interviewed when their child was 12 years old (9); 35% had either disclosed to their child already or stated their intention to do so. A separate cohort of parents of children conceived following oocyte donation aged under one year was recruited for a second study (10). No parent had told their child of the circumstances of her or his conception, 56% stated their intention to disclose, 22% were uncertain and 22% planned not to disclose. When these parents were re-interviewed when their child was aged seven years (11), 40.6% had already told their child, 31.3% were planning to disclose, 12.5% were unsure whether or not to disclose, and 15.6% had decided not to tell. 
It is essential to be aware that parental intentions to tell may not result in actual disclosure. Nevertheless, the evidence currently available means that unqualified assertions that “most parents conceiving with the assistance of donor gametes do not disclose the nature of their conception to their resulting offspring” are no longer sustainable.
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