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ance. But s¢ seven 1s very yeung
testing. : !
- “Assessing chﬂdren at 11is probably

an_adequate way to judge pnmary_

“schools as this is the exitage.”
Last week the General Ti eaching

“Council submitted a report to the -

House of Commons Education and
_ Skills Seleéct ‘Committee calling for
pre-16 tests to be scrapped as they were
too stressful for pupils.
But Dr Crawford,
at Huddersfield' Umversxty since 1991,

. almost inevitable consequence. |

‘who has lectured '

said: “Chjldren who perform poorly in
tests can be de-motlvated it’s .an _

“It would be useful if this negatlve
effect could be addressed in some way.

Perhaps these children need extra sup-

port or a new kind of test.” =
As for testing at 14, Dr Crawford
said: “Secondary schools have always

~ tested, but now 1t S dane ona natlonal

basis.”
Education Secretary A]an Johnsonk

-has defended the tests.

He said: “Parents don’t want to go ~
back to a world where schools: were
closed institutions and. no-one knew
what was going on in them. -

“Our responsibility is to ensure that
our children leave school with a good
groundmg in Engl[sh maths and sci-
ence.” :
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