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Abstract

This thesis investigates the playing afcket in Ireland in the period 1848 — 1878.
This work makes an original contribution kmowledge in the ish sporting, social
and wider cricketing history can as it is the first académstudy of the history of
cricket in nineteenth-century Ireland natitpalt will suggest cricket to be Ireland’s
most popular reported team sporthe mid-nineteenth century.

The thesis contains four key central themes examining the rise and then
beginning subsequent decline of Irish crickehese four driving questions examine:
who played the game; how it was playedenms of facilitation and encouragement;
where the game was played geographicallg snterms of formations such as in
clubs, schools and workplaces; and why crickas played in these years. Cricket’s
popularity in this investigation peaks inetimid-1870s before beginning to decline,
and attention will be paid to examine why cricket rose and then began to fall.

Cricket was played by all male soeeconomic sections of society, by
Protestants and Catholics, Unionists antibnalists. Women were involved in cricket
as spectators and as an gred part of festivities, buhis participation stayed beyond
the boundary. Cricket was played due to the influence and leadership of political
leaders, the wealthiest in society, Imesises and businessmen, workplaces, leading
administrative individuals, Ghaolic and Protestant churet and transport companies.
Patronage was a key part of the rigk the sport metaphorically and through
provision. No evidence has been found to support the idea of cricket being a
deliberate and overt imperial implantationemterprise. Cricket was played across the
whole of Ireland geographilty, in both urban and rural areas and in all four
provinces, although the game wasre reported in the easteside of the island than
the western. Nonetheless, cricket was playationally and could even be called the
national game. Cricket was played for a miet of boredom and lack of alternative
recreations, concerns about and desiresetdiealthy, the nobility and manliness of
the game that would refleetell on those playing, the chance to establish local pride
and the natural diffusion of a populaecreation from the mainland. Cricket
established no clearly distinghing characteristic as being English or British, and
thus the game was supportedrationalistic organisations.

The beginning decline of cricket was dtgeinternal structural problems in
tandem with emerging external threats sastthe growth of ber sports — problems
that had been predicted and forewarfresn the mid-1860s, dismissing the idea of
the game’s decline being doe the Gaelic revival led by the GAA from the 1880s.
Cricket had a broad base but shallow rdb&t depended on local generosity that was
not sustainable in the long term.
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Introduction

There is a story to be told about the higtof cricket in Ireland in the nineteenth
century, a thought that might seem fancifolmost, even ludicrous to some. How
could Ireland, a nation which has struggled centuries in political, military and
cultural conflict with its dominant neighbour, ever have embraced that most
stereotypically English ogames? Perhaps it is this basic assumption, which most
have wrongly made, that has produced a vacobirserious histodal research into
cricket in Ireland, as so many presume thath a simplistic narrative of Irish history
would forbid the Irish embracing such fasraf later British imperial identity.

Yet thoughts of an Irish rejection of dkiet are completely inaccurate. Cricket
was arguably Ireland’s premier game in thil-to-late nineteenth century. There are
many reasons for this prominence, but it $tidoe noted early that there is little
evidence to suggest the Irish viewing cricks an English game; this would help
explain how the game could become so papahd be supportday Irish nationalists.

This hardening link of cricket with English identity came in the late nineteenth
century in England itself.

The validity of constructing a socidlistory of one sport in Ireland for
academic investigation would seem obvidasthe author, but for the uninitiated
establishing a general remit seems appatgr The history of sport has sometimes
been unfairly overlooked or dismissed whilst thistory of music, art and literature
have enjoyed considerable attention anchamy universities the diory of Art is an
academic discipline in its own right. This seems remiss, as sport was often more
accessible to the everyday citizen than such other leisure pursuits — perhaps those seen
as more ‘cultured’ - which have been inveategl in more detahilst these pursuits
attracted a potentially momditist support base. Richatdolt celebrated the sporting
history genre by noting how an investigationspbrt in Britain is a cultural, political,
social and economic enterpriséhis thesis follows in this vein, and is not a blow-by-
blow account of scorecards and numberwatkets taken, delving into the more
interesting questions of who, where, wmdahow the game was played in Ireland. In
such a study, the words of Harold Perkgem apt; Perkin having noted that ‘the

history of societies is more dely reflected in the way thespend their leisure than in

% R. Holt,Sport and the British — A Modern Histof@larendon Press, Oxford, 1992), p.3.
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their work or politics More poetically, Richard McEgott has recently surmised

that sport, like a body of water, refledtsee physical, political and socio-economic
world around it whilst Jeff Hill and Jack Williamsinalogised sport as a ‘window’
through which to examinether social phenomefiaThus the history of cricket in
Ireland will reflect not just &istory of the game, but a sathistory of Ireland within

which the sport was located examining key ideas such as class, gender, nationalism
and community relationships. This ashistory of Ireland beyond the boundary, and

the methodology employed is of the traditional historical mould.

A brief and select historiography oflreland in the nineteenth century

It seems right to begin byoatextualising the investigation of cricket by examining a
few key genres and topics both of thedintself and subsequent writings on areas
connected to this period to expose bathlity and perception. The thesis is written
for readers assuming a basic understandiriget#nd in the nineenth century which
had been officially embraced as part oé tbnited Kingdom as part of the Acts of
Union of 1801.

In Inventing Ireland Declan Kiberd began with rhetorical question about
who invented Ireland.In such proximity to the mainland, and with a turbulent
relationship containing congsie and eventual independen this relationship has
naturally been defined in no small way by Ireland’s relationship with the rest of
Britain, Kiberd arguing that the mainland needed Ireland as much to define itself as
vice-vers& Richard Comerford developed this theme, noting how almost every lIrish
sport has been touched by nationality and thag have contributed in different ways
to the invention of the Irish natiohComerford, in echoing Kiberd, stated that nations
are invented, not magically, but by focusiog certain things or discarding othéts,
the reality being that for cricket this has meant being pitched as the antihero to the

emergent native Irish gees of the 1880s and beyond.

* N. Tranter, Sport, economy and society in Britain 1750-1%(@ambridge University Press,
Cambridge, 1998), p.94.

® R. McElligott, Forging a Kingdom: the GAA in Kerry 1884 — 19@%e Collins Press, Cork, 2013),
p.8.

®J. Hill and J. Williams, ‘Introduction’ in J. Hill and J. Williams (edSport and identity in the North
of England(Keele University Preseele, 1996), p.3.

" D. Kiberd,Inventing IrelandJonathan Cape, London, 1995), p.1.

8 Ibid., p.2.

°® R.V. Comerfordjnventing the Nation: IrelanHodder Arnold, London, 2003), p.235.

% bid., p.2.
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The dominance of the GAA in Irish sporting history writing

Whilst the Gaelic Athletic Association did not have a significant impact on the
retraction of cricket in the 1a 1870s as it had not yetrfoed, the Association has had

an important impact on the perception of cricket in Ireland. Thus whilst it might seem
incongruous to begin by examining tH@AA’s history first, it is nonetheless
necessary.

The historiography of sport in Irelandhut particularly inthe nineteenth
century, contains three dominant themes: a lack of work in general; the authorship of
many existing books coming from a mainly a&eur or partial base — being pieces by
‘admirers;™ and finally that much of the wortkat has been wrigh has focused on
the emergence and celebration of GAA games to the seeming oblivion of other leisure
and sporting pursuits. Whilst the history sggort in Britain now has many scholastic
and academically credible works in a tradition going back over twenty years, on the
whole Irish writings on sport, to paraphrakenes Kelly, are still in their infanciés.

Within the narrative of the history a&port in Ireland one institution looms
large — that of the Gaelic Athletic Association, established in 1884 to resurrect
‘traditional’ Irish games. Some histong like Marcus de Burca have sought to
construct an unbroken lineage of game®sx12,000 years, hopping from century to
century to impress an idea of the longewtd immovability of Irish games from the
Irish population® Such work is simply unbelievable, as intimating that pre-modern
games with sticks somehow constitutiedrling is tenuous. Linked to this idea of
unassailable antiquity, the playing of GAfAsts has been linked to nationalism, as
though the oppressed and downtrodden Irishman had no sporting outlet in the years
before 1884. Cormac Moore, even as lase2012, has claimetthat following the
founding of the GAA ‘Nationalists wereow offered the first opportunity to
participate in sports in It@nd’ as previously sportgnbodies had ‘kept their doors
firmly shut to people of a nationalist outlodk.’

Of late such stereotypical views about the historicity and the exclusivity of the
nationalism of GAA games have been increglgichallenged. In tens of historicity,
one of the pre-eminent historians qfost in Ireland, Mike Cronin, has noted how

1. Kelly, Sport in Ireland 1600 — 184@our Courts Press, Dublin, 2014), p.13.

2 1bid., p.13.

13 M. de BurcaThe GAA — A HistoryCumann Luthchleas Ga@ublin, 1980), pp.1-6.

14 C. Moore,The GAA v Douglas Hyde: the removal of Ireland’s first President as GAA p@then
Collins Press, Cork, 2012), p.17.
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certain historians and national institutianslreland attempted ‘to give the games a
clear linear history from Ci&hulain to Michael Cusack most serious historians
would recognize that such work is drivendyolitical, rather thahistorical, agenda’

with Cronin playing down these lineage claidiam O’Callaghan was even more
scathing in his excellent recent history of rugby in Mun$t&ome suggest that GAA
games were ‘invented’ in the 187@sform a new masculine identifywhilst others
would suggest they were ‘reinvented and formaliZefom previous incarcerations

of games in centuries before. Probably the most fitting summary can be gained from
Eric Hobsbawm, who noted that sometimes new traditions are invented, and
sometimes they are ‘grafted’ onto old ofh&s, suggestion thaité snugly with the
foundation of the GAA.

The perception of the GAA as a bastiof nationalism is well-versed. Mike
Cronin exemplifies this view, saying ‘it effectively caused the failure of British
colonialism in the sporting aren®.Yet such a view is simplistic, assuming that other
sports pre-1884 did not hold any cachet as outlets for nationalism and could not be
enjoyed by those with nationalistic political views. Peter Gray has challenged this
idea, saying that ‘The natalisation of Irish sport prdated the emergence of the
GAA'’ before highlighting how nationalism wavident in rowing, archery and cricket
pre-1884*' Cronin’s view also subscribes toetlview that there was an intentional
policy of British cultural and sporting imperialism in Ireland, of which this author has
found no evidence, and that Irish peoplewed games originating in Britain as
imperial or alien. Of course, Britistpoliticians, civil servants, businessmen,
clergymen, landlords, military men and many others brought games they had played
on the mainland with them, but the idea th& formed an explicicolonial venture is
misplaced and no evidence can be found for such theories. Privately these men might

have held these ideas, but if they did tkéy not utter or record them openly in any

15 M. Cronin, Sport and Nationalism in Ireland — Gaeligmes, soccer and lIrish identity since 1884
(Four Courts Press, Dublin, 1999), pp.73-74.

6| O'callaghan,Rugby in Munster: a social and cultural histoggork University Press, Cork,
2011) p.18.

' p.F. McDevitt,May The Best Man Win — Sport, Masculinity and Nationalism in Great Britain and
the Empire, 1880-193@ algrave MacmillariNew York, 2004), p.16.

18 Cronin,Sport and Nationalism in Irelang.70.

19 E. Hobsbawm, ‘Introduction: inventing traditions’ in E. Hobsbawm and T. Ranger (Eus),
invention of traditionCambridge University Press, Cambridge, 2013), p.1 and p.6.

29 Cronin,Sport and Nationalism in Irelang.114.

2L p, Gray, ‘Introduction: Victoria’s Ireland? Iisess and Britishness, 1837 — 1901’ in P. Gray (ed),
Victoria’s Ireland? Irishness and Britishness, 1837 — 1@dur Courts Press, Dublin, 2004), p.11.
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of the sources consulted. The overwhelgly most likely reason for the carrying of
these games out of Britain was because these men enjoyed playing them.

It is also hugely ironic that whenew Irish people have gone overseas and
brought their indigenous pastimedth them that they areelebrated and commended:
this was no more so than in the 1888 ‘Gaelic American Invasion’ tour by the GAA
which saw 50 top GAA athletemnd hurlers go to Amera to spread GAA games and
raise money. This was a far more delibertd conscious implatton than was ever
carried out in Ireland by any Britisiparting body, on a tour #t saw a successful
impregnation of GAA games into north-eastern Ameffc@ihat such ventures are
seen as romantic and benign, whilst the atign of British norms in the nineteenth
century to Ireland carry underies of suspicion and skyss, is rank historical
hypocrisy.

Yet whatever might be said about thatings on the GAA, it is still clear that
even a cultural powerhouse like this hasaived only scant atigon. Cronin, Duncan
and Rouse have highlightémw, even with all its history and symbolism, the GAA
has only received ‘piecemeal attention’ awebn this has been mainly with a political
focus?® Richard McElligott tried to correct this recently in writing a monograph on
the history of the GAA in County Kerry, yet lais time of writing in 2013, there were
only two county-specific, exclisely-GAA books in publicatiorf?

The representation of other sports in Ireland

Due to the dominance of the GAA in historical writings and the tinge that only they
could provide nationalism in Irish sport, oluhas been said to denigrate, simplify
and distort the reality of other sportingstaries in the nineenth century. Anything
vaguely attached to Britain has beennted ‘Unionist,” ‘Protestant,’ ‘loyalist,’
‘imperial,” ‘colonial,” ‘elitist’ and so on. liseems implausible to many of the previous
historians of Irish sport that such spoculd be anything but these things, all the

while failing to substantiate their claimsth any concrete and systematic evidefice.

22M. Cronin, M. Duncan and P. Rousthe GAA: a people’s histo§The Collins Press, Cork, 2009),
pp.345-349.

% |bid., p.xv.

24 McElligott, Forging a Kingdomp.382.

% For examples of such writings, please see A.rBajr'Civic and ethnic nationalism in the Celtic
version of Irish sport’ in G. Jarvie (ed¥port in the making of Celtic culturéseicester University
Press, Leicester, 1999), p.14 and Cro8jmgrt and Nationalism in Irelang.114.
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These slurs have been directed not atstricket but other sports like rugby
and soccer. Liam O’Callaghan’s workshdemoaned the accusation of rugby as a
middle-class game that has not been moreareked to either prove or disprove this
theory, again highlighting the paucity ofsearch on Irish sport in the nineteenth
century?® Rugby has been ‘lumped together’ witther sports of British birth as some
type of cultural imperialism, rescued bye GAA, which ‘*has not been corroborated
by detailed academic researéh A similar swipe sees O’Callaghan attacking the
perceived Unionist ‘bent’ ofparticipants as ‘more fluid and localised than the
propagandized perception promoted by the GAA allo®&d.’

Another pre-eminent historian of Irigporting history, Neal Garnham, has
decried the implication by nationalists in tlage 1800s of soccer as a Protestant and a
Unionist game as ‘a massive over-simplification of the situaffbAs a sport with
roots outside of Ireland, soccer was alwaysléidb be called Unionist and Protestant
but the game was supported by men of both religions and political ews.

Richard Comerford broadened this themmighlighting how tennis and cricket,
as identified in Archbishop Croke’'s GAA aqtance letter, wer@o more foreign
than tea, trains or rosary beads. Yet these sports became the comparative and alien
enemy of this invention of nationalism, which tennis was subguently dropped to
be replaced with the neghimeras of soccer and rugbyindeed, one need only look
at Archbishop Croke’s acceptance letteragsatron of the GAA, where he accepted
the merits of English games, to underenthe anti-English espousal many would
imagine, when he stated ‘such foreign anatdatic field sports as lawn tennis, polo,
croquet, cricket and the like — [are] veexcellent | believe and health-giving
exercises in their way? This is hardly the tubhumping, anti-English rant many
would have conceived from the patron of the GAA.

Added to the excellent works of the lash years like that of O’Callaghan and
Garnham are other monographs like Brianffin’'s superb production on cycling in

%6 O'CallaghanRugby in Munstem.241.

27 bid., p.242.

28 |bid., p.177.

29 N. GarnhamAssociation football and society in pre-partition Irelafidister Historical Foundation,
Belfast, 2004), p.135.

0 |bid., p.148.

31 Comerford Inventing the Nation: Irelandp.220.

%2 Dr Croke’s Letter to Mr. Michael Gack, Hon. Sec. of the Gaelthletic Association, December
18, 1884 published iriThe Natiommewspaper, 27 December, 1884.
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Victorian Ireland® and the recent work of James Kelly in examining sport in Ireland
before the Famin&. Yet the gap still remains for a national cricketing history in

Ireland.
A very brief historiographgf cricket on the mainland

The canon of English writing about the gaom the mainland and its later colonial
links is a well-populated library, yet even within such a sweeping genre there are
significant gaps in understdimg. Much literature has éoised on the early initial
history of cricket, the lat&ictorian period’'s eulogisain of the game and then the
spread of colonial imagery within the Empire. With such a macro-level focus, much
of the local and social history of therga on the mainland has gone unnoticed, which
the works of lan Clarke on Cornwall, Ralight on the West Riding of Yorkshire,
Dennis O’Keefe on Calderdale and its linksthe Church and Duncan Stone’s on
Surrey have all investigated within the lagtcade on previousiyntouched areas of
the social history of ninetetncentury cricket. For exgoe, Stone’s work has shown
that cup competitions and leagues were a significant feature of southern cricket from
the early 1880s and prior to World War ©it appears a good deal of social unity
existed cross-class in oppositiontt® friendly, stratified popular imade There is
still much work to be done even on the Esiggame at a local \el, an enterprise
that was aided through éh2012 publication by Peter fas with Rob Light of
Cricket and community in England: 1800 to the present®¥#tyis clear that much
more work is needed at local levdts see why and how everyday citizens were
playing cricket beyond the large spectacle matches.

Moving away from England, there havedn some excellent histories of the
game produced on cricket in Wales @uwbtland in the nineteenth centdfyThere is
a certain irony in thasome of the most fertile grounfts' investigating the history of

cricket are to be found in the immediateghdiours to England in éBritish Isles. In

3 B. Griffin, Cycling in Victorian IrelandNonsuch Publishing, Dublin, 2006).

34 . Kelly,Sport in Ireland 1600 — 184@our Courts Press, Dublin, 2014).

% D. Stone, “It's all friendly down there”: the @b Cricket Conference, amateurism and the cultural
meaning of cricket in the South of EnglandSport in Societyol. 15, No.2 (March 2012), p.198.

% p. Davies with R. LightCricket and community in England: 1800 to the present(danchester
University Press, Manchester, 2012).

37 Andrew Hignell has produced much work on keitin Wales, whilst David Potter and John Burnett
have generated useful pieces on Scottish cricket.
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light of the continuing interest and researmshthe game, as Davies and Light have
said, there has never been a better timieviestigate the social history of crick&t.

The representation of cricket in Ireland

Cricket has been an easier target for Iristionalists and writers tattack than other
‘British’ sports, a label thahas stuck in numerous publicas and in some of the
most pre-eminent writings of not just Irish sporting history writings but also within
major studies of the game. To give avllar of these, cricket has been seen as:
innately bound up from the bewiing with politics and Brish rule in Ireland as a
game whose ‘foreignnessoald never be forgottefl; an English game that was
regionalised, only having a egific social following bang ‘underpinned’ by the
British Army and Anglo-Irish elitd® a ‘badge of Englishness’ in Ireland in the
nineteenth centufy or the pursuibf Anglophile$? which experienced a rejection that
was ‘explicitly political.*®* Even in a historiographical work published this year
(2014) on nineteenth-centutyeland, no mention was made cricket whilst a nod
was given to croquet, and so research efl#st decade into the game has still not
filtered up or down to academia or the puBfiavithin this background, ungrounded
assertions about cricket have becdasts and myths have attained reality.

One of the accusations that has beepularly bandied around was that cricket
in Ireland was an English possession, asgmri and ‘badge.’ This thesis will argue
that no such clear identification can be established: at worst, there was confusion
about cricket, sometimes being labelledBaiish, and at othetimes as Irish. Most
positively, one could argue that cricket took strong Irish identification, being its
own vehicle for nationalism and Irish peidThe support of th major nationalistic
newspaper publications under investiga, teams called Home Rule and Young
Ireland as well as the playing of crick®st prominent GAA members would bear this

3 Davies with LightCricket and community in England.167.

397, Sugden and A. Bairneé3port, Sectarianism and Society in a Divided Irelérneicester University
Press, Leicester, 1993), p.48 and p.51.

“0 Cronin,Sport and Nationalism in Irelang.76 and p.78.

“1D. Birley, A Social History of English Crick¢Aurum Press, London, 2003), p.135.

“2D. Birley, Sport and the making of modern Brit{iManchester UniversitPress, Manchester, 2001),
pp.277-278.

*3M. MarquseeAnyone But England — An Outsider’s Look at English Cri¢katum, London, 1998),
p.242.

* See H. LarkinA history of Ireland, 1800 — 1922: theatres of disordékhthem Press, London,
2014), whose paragraph on leisure makes no mention of cricket, p.126.
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out. For example one of the founderstbé GAA, Michael Cusack, believed that
there was no better game for boys thanketicand that everyown and village in
Ireland should have a cricket fiefd.

The accusation that cricket was eternalty English game on the face of it is
one that is popular, for the game did camée a symbol of Empire and England. Yet
this clear demarcation of the game as English only really intensified in the late
Victorian period*® and as Jack Williams has shown, the civilizing force of cricket for
use in the colonies emerged most stronglyhi@ late nineteentko earlytwentieth
century?” Williams has also noted it was beten the two world wars that cricket
became a metaphor for Englishn&sas Mike Marqusee would best summarise, this
was when the ‘myth’ of the village green was establi$R@these periods of strongest
and enduring establishment @icket and Englishness obusly came after the years
of this investigation of 1848 — 1878, and e{plhow the game could have been seen
as less clearly ideni#fble with the mainland than rsbhave suggested. That the
‘myth’ relating to Irish cricket has been néiga in being seen as coercive, sinister,
disloyal or unpatriotic - the Bgll to the GAA’'s Mr Hyde -is both an oversight and
unfair. It is possibly one of the mosthduring falsehoods in Irish history.

The historiography ofricket in Ireland

The most obvious thing to note about the drisgraphy of cricket in Ireland is its
paucity. Major encyclopaedias have ofterpli®d through oversight that the game
lacked popularity. For example, Tim PadwicR'8ibliography of Cricketcontains
just over two pages of lisleworks on cricket in Irelant}, giving the impression of a
limited history for scholars to investigand within this the overwhelming majority
of works listed are from the second halfthe twentieth century. In 1991, the update
to ‘Padwick I' by Stephen Eley and Peter fihs included very little in addition to

%5 Cronin, Duncan and RousEhe GAA: a people’s histarp.16.

6 A. Bateman, ‘Cricket pastoral and Engli@ss’ in A. Bateman and J. Hill (ed3he Cambridge
companion to crickefCambridge University Press, Cambridge, 2011), p.14.

47 J. Williams,Cricket and racdBerg, Oxford, 2001), pp.27-30.

8 J. Williams, Cricket and England, a cultural and el history of the inter-war year@rank Cass,
London, 1999), p.1.

9 MarquseeAnyone but Englandg.46.

%0 Although officially titled as Eric William, ‘Tim'’ is the name that Padwick is commonly known by.
Please see |. Rosenwat&éhe Padwick ‘bibliography’: its genes{€hristopher Saunders, Newnham-
on-Severn, 2002), p.4.

*l Please see: E.W. Padwidk Bibliography of Cricket second editi¢fihe Library Association for the
Cricket Society, London, 1984), pp.263-265.
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the original 1977 and then 1984 second edition productions of the original
publications>?> Even in recent global and overarching pieces about the history of
cricket like The Cambridge Companion to Crickéhhe chronology of cricket at the
start of the publication prodes a general overview of British and colonial countries’
cricketing histories, even including the formation of the Netherland’s cricket
association and references toni cricket, but nothing on Irelar@iThus there has
been oversight from general, centraligsetketing works which have implied a lack

of play and popularity.

Little has been written on the gamand what has normally carries a
demeaning or rejectionist tone. The histgraphy of cricket inlreland in imperial
days conforms to, and even establisheédsé¢hstereotypes of cricket as unpopular. As
early as 1851, James Pycroft took a sneerng against Irish men and their cricket,

a refrain picked up in Ernest Ensor’s entry cricket in Ireland in Pelham Warner’'s
Imperial Cricket where he claimed cricket ‘hasever flourished upon the Celtic
Fringe,” had not been adopted due to ramalblencies like a lacéf self-restraint in
the Irish and rejecting the idea of cross-class play of cricket in Irél@@wLipled with

the attacks or casual rejections that cridiees received from other quarters as already
mentioned above, Richard Davis has highied the ‘vicious cycle of adverse
propaganda’ that the game has had to entfure.

In response to and inwvigion of the popular imagenyf Irish cricket, notable
advances have been made in the lastade with the publication of a number of
county-specific studies. In 2004 Pat BragKed this revision, publishing hioreign
and Fantastic Field Sports - @ket in County Tipperary. Bracken noted the
‘historical amnesia’ in a gamembraced by all walks of life® Michael O’Dwyer
published a monograph on crickettime county of Kilkenny in 2008, in which he
confirmed many threads Bracken had develppgamely that of a history that is
‘largely forgotten’ and which after inveégation had shown cricket to be ‘widely

%23, Eley and P. Griffiths?adwick’s Bibliography of Cricket, Volume (TThe Library Association for
the Cricket Society, London, 1991), pp.88-89.

*3 Bateman and Hill (edsJ;he Cambridge copanion to cricketpp.xvi-xxv.

>4 J. PycroftThe cricket fieldLongman, Brown, Green and Longmans, London, 1851), pp.14-16.
5 E. Ensor, ‘Irish cricket’ in P. Warner (edjnperial Cricket(The London and Counties Press
Association, London, 1912), pp.243-244 and p.254.

% R. Davis, ‘Irish Cricket and Nationalism’ Bporting Traditions\Vol. 10, No. 2 (1994), p.93.

" P. BrackenForeign and Fantastic Field SportsCricket in County TipperarylLiskeveen Books,
Thurles, 2004).

%8 |bid., p.1.

9 M. O’Dwyer, The History of Cricket in County Kilken® Dwyer Books, Kilkenny, 2006).
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played and enjoyed by all social clas$esvery many years irfCounty Kilkenny’
right into the 1930&° O’Dwyer also challenged the association of cricket in Kilkenny
with the British Army, noting how the cotynhad a limited military presence and
therefore the landed genthad a greater responsibilifpr the game’s implantation
and popularisatioft: Finally, in 2007 Tom Hnt's outstanding worport and Society

in Victorian Ireland: the case of Westme&tfurther challenged and explored why,
how, who and where people played spaxted followed leisure pursuits in the
nineteenth century, in an empirically-driven piece in likeness to Neil Tranter's work
on sport in Stirling in Scotlan®.For example, Huntiund that between 1900 — 1902,
90 percent of cricket players in the countgre Catholic and that the largest grouping
of players in society playing cricket weitgose from social class D — those of farm
labourers - with only 1 peent being aristocrats ithis same time periotf. Hunt
found that the second most populous groupiptagricket in this time period were
those below farm labourers in societyhede from social class U — challenging the
idea of cricket as a rich man’s gamethsse two social classes accounted for 75
percent of players in this time peridtHunt also showed that cricket in Westmeath
peaked after the foundation of the GAAdathat 179 civilian teams can be found to
have played between 1880 — 1905 in this one cdlinty.

There have of courseebn other local stlies of the game of clubs and
regions’’ but these three recent publications have in the most detail tested and
challenged with empirical data and examples many of the simplistic and casual
assumptions that have been made in iptessdecades about cricket with seemingly
little supporting evidence. T research has slowly &e disseminating into the
mainstream, with recent GAA publications now admitting cricket’s popularity pre-
1884°%®

0 |bid., pp.8-9.

% Ibid., p.12.

2T, Hunt,Sport and Society in Victoridneland: the cae of Westmeai{Cork University Press, Cork,
2007).

 N. Tranter, Sport, economy and society in Britain 1750-19(Zambridge University Press,
Cambridge, 1998)

® Hunt, Sport and Society in Victoridneland: the case of Westmeatip.135-136.

% Ibid., p.136.

® Ibid., pp.119-120.

" For example, Conor Curran’s article on cricket in Donegal 1865 — 1914 provides another excellent
local study of the game. See C. Curran, ‘Cricket in Donegal, 1865 — 19Déhiegal AnnualVol. 63
(2011), pp.64-70. Individual scholars have also produced local club histories of the game.

% Cronin, Duncan and Rous&he GAA: a people’s histarghe authors note how cricket rose and
replaced hurling mid-century in a more measurealyais than in previous decades (pp.21-22); and
also note how Croke had nosirited cricket and tennis his acceptance letter (p.251).
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There have been only two, limited works produced on cricket in Ireland from a
national perspectivePatrick Hone’sCricket in Ireland,published in 1955? and Ger
Siggins’ Green Fields: Cricket in Ireland 1792 — 2062Whilst informative, neither
book really delves deep into why crickefis played, financed and so popular. It
would not be unkind to call both books onestfee casual reader, and there is still a
need for a national, academic, detailadeistigation of the game to build upon the
work that Hone and Siggins have produced.

It therefore seems apt tmnduct a full investigation to the history of cricket
in Ireland from a national perspective. Intrm Irish cricket ha grown considerably
over the last decade, yet still compgasay little is known about the national
popularity of the game and reasons for teighusiasm acroghe country in the
nineteenth and indeed twentieth centuryislhoped that this PhD research will go
some way towards correcting this oversightmaking a substaial contribution to
original knowledge in both Irissporting and smal history.

The context of Ireland 1848 - 1878

Whilst the following is not meant to be a defive historiographical review of every
topic of discussion and instigation in this work it is hoped that a summary review
of some of the major them@s this thesis willguide the readerbaut the contextual
existence of cricket in Ireland in theears under examination. Cricket has been
overlooked in Irish social historiography, hiie appeal of the game in its rise in
popularity certainly fits withirthe contemporary themes that existed at this time in the
country. It was a healthy, mly, fashionable game attane of increasing financial
wealth nationally when there were limdt®ther social opportunities. In many ways,
the popularity of cricket was down to extnely good fortune, offering standardised
rules and play when there were fevaat sports that could do so too.

89 W.P. HoneCricket in Ireland(The Kerryman Limited, Tralee, 1955).

0 G. Siggins,Green Fields: Cricket in Ireland, 1792-200®lonsuch Publishing Limited, Stroud
Gloucestershire, 2005).

" Hilary Larkin’s recent historiogphical review of Irish societjn the nineteenth century was a
complete academic monograph in its own right, andueh the author makes no claims to the brief
historiographical review in this work being in any way complete. For a more detailed review of this
period, please see H. Larkif,history of Ireland, 1800 — 1922: theatres of disordgkAthem Press,
London, 2014).
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A general impression of life in Ireland 1848 — 1878

The years of investigation have bedmsen for both sporting and social reasons.
Sporting-wise, there was little cricketagkd in Ireland in th years before 1848,
whilst the end point of 1878 was to see audpg of play due to the emergence of
the land wars, where tenant and landlordti@ta were severely tested. Socially, 1848
roughly marks the end of the Famine periodr@tand in terms of crop failures, whilst
1878 (in addition to the oncoming land wasajv Ireland heating on the hob of Home
Rule. It is hoped that the years of 1879885 will be a future area of research for
publication. This thesis drivest some key questions:he played the game, where,
how and why? By answering these questitns thesis can explain how cricket’s
popularity rose to a peak in the mid-1870s.

Within this bookended time period ofirtty years, the common picture is of
despair followed by boredom. There wasighly a 25 percent population decline in
Ireland between 1845 - 1881with a dramatic impact ohish society due to death
and emigration in relation to the Famine. However, this period was not a watershed
moment, but rather just acceleratedraes already underway like emigration and the
modernisation of previous decadésn and amongst the repercussions of the Famine,
a projection of destitution has endured.

Yet despair was actually very farofn the minds of most Irish men and
women at this time. The term post-Famine baen used to describe this period, with
its implications and imagery of drearinedesperation and solitude. Hilary Larkin has
highlighted how the traditional view of thesa has recently been re-examined and re-
evaluated, the terming of ‘mid-Victorianeland’ better reflding a new tone in
historiography which has cast the periodcee of exciting change with a ‘boom
period’ from the 1850s to 1875.Statistics can only telbne side of a story, but
between the Famine and the 1870s, William Vaughan has shown that wages and
profits combined increased 62 percent againsental increase of 20 percent, with
1877 the peak that the decades before had been leadind’upkiewise, Roy Foster
has stated how the ‘market’ invaded fuli@land with advertising, foreign goods,

"2 R.F. FosterModern Ireland 1600-197¢Penguin Books, London, 1989), p.323.

3 Ibid., p.318.

" Larkin, A history of Ireland, 1800 — 192,107 and p.119.

SW.E. Vaughanl.andlords and tenants in mid-Victorian Irelari@larendon, Oxford, 1994pp.21-
22.
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credit and other urban ide&slt is worth reminding oeself that Ireland had a
customs union with the mainland from 1823 and a monetary one fromy’ E82bwas
thus closer to the mainland in norms thaighmibe imagined due tooth the political
union from 1801 and the simpheatter of proximity.

Beyond monetary increases, living carmahs were changing too. By 1870 65
millions letters were sentaually in Ireland, an averagd 12 per head, in a nation
that had literacy of 2/3 by 1871 wi#00 towns boasting telegraphy offices by 18%0.
Importantly to this investigtion, in the 1850s Gladstone’s budgets repealed all taxes
on newspapers and adverts, seeing pampsr prices decline and the amount of
newspapers increase from 100 in 1852 to 140 by iBallowing the spread of
sporting and mainland norms.

In addition to education which wa® see a dramatic extension in the
doubling of schools between 1850 - 19BMealth was a concern as it was on the
mainland and in 1850 a central board of health had been established with concern for
mental health too redirig in 22 asylums beingstablished by 1869. Although
combined this was nothing more than a ‘gestit was still clamed at the time that
Ireland had one of the most advanced healtvices in Europe in the first half of the
nineteenth centud’. Supplementing this increasing areness of healthiness was the
castigation of alcohol, under the leadershifirat of Fr Theobald Mathew, a crusader
whose longer-term impact is difficult to astain even if whiskey production did
more than halve in the early 18488ut what is clear is that he had propelled an idea
into the mainstream aboutethevil of alcohol,a theme that sustained in the mid-
Victorian period, with Victoria hegdf endorsing his quet with funding®®

Any overview of life in Ireland must, for all its difficulties, try to pay some
attention to the different classes inshr society, a nebulous, malleable and fluid
structure and composition. But to try aedamine a social and cultural history

without reference to sucheds would prove incoherent.

8 Foster Modern Ireland p.385.

" A. JacksonThe two unions: Ireland, Scotland, and the survival of the United Kingdom, 1707 — 2007
(Oxford University Press, Oxford, 2012), p.194.

8 Larkin, A history of Ireland, 1800 — 192@,122.

9 Ibid., p.122.

8 F.S.L. LyonsJreland since the Famin@Villiam Collins and Sons Co. Ltd, Glasgow, 1973), p.87.

8 Ibid., p.77.

82 Foster Modern Irelandp.339.

8 C. Lysaght (ed)The Times: great Irish live@imes Books, London, 2009), p.35.
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Landlords

The popular image of landlords in Ireland iryayeneration is that of distant, careless,
unscrupulous foreigners subjugating an geaious population against their will. Of
course there were individuals of this ilk, buts necessary to talk in generalities in a
national survey. As early dee 1960s, the image of tleeuel and uncaring landlord
had been challenged, a momenttimat gathered speed in the 197b¥et distance
and uncaring aloofness is still the coommperception of these individuals even
amongst those with a working knowledgé Irish history. Moving from public
perception to reality, Searm@nolly has proposed that aslgas the 1600s the image
of negative and stereotypidahdlords ‘did not wholly son up the realities of cultural
coexistencé® and by the mid-Victorian period n13.3 percent of landlords lived
permanently outside of Irelarfd.

Life for these men was not the sgfatforward one some might imagine.
Landlords’ power was falling in a period wfcreasing monetary and political power
for those in the rungs below them in Irishciety. Their grip on society was not as
secure as might be hazarded particularige they had lost law-enforcement powers
to the Irish Constabulgy established in 1836.

It could be suggested that landlords this time had two main concerns:
ensuring the collection of rent, and pgroving influence and standing in local
communities. In terms of guaranteeing rent, landlords did of course have legal and
administrative levers they could pull &xtract rent or force eviction. But most
landlords preferred guaranteed rent rathantthe rigmarole of eviction notices and
forced dismissdl’ The agricultural and social boom of this time meant that this was a
relatively peaceful and harmonious ek of the 90,000 evictions between 1847 —
1880, 50,000 were in the 1847 — 18§%¥iod and evictions dhis overallperiod rate
were less frequent than industrial accidentBritain or flogging in the British Army
with only 1 or 2 homicides a year betwes#0,000 tenants andnidlords in Ireland®

Likewise, outrages reported in Irelandl fiey two-thirds from the mid-1840s to late

8 K. Theodore HopperElections, Politics and Society in Ireland 1832 — 1§8%arendon Press,
Oxford, 1984), p.84.

8 s, Connolly, “Ag Déanamh Commanding”: elite respes to popular culture, 1650 — 1850’ in J.S.
Donnelly Jr. and K.A. Miller (eds)rish popular culture 1650 — 185Qrish Academic Press, Dublin,
1998) p.3.

8 FosterModern Ireland p.375.

8 Ibid., p.375.

8 vaughanandlords and tenantpp.23-25.
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1870s> In a best-case scenario, it has beaotised that violence was less than in
England and Wales nationafly.

Even in this increasingly-positive &efandlords still sought to increase their
influence, particularly following the 1830ranchise Act which extended voting rights
to many of the aspiring middling sort ireland. Landlords wodl visit tenants, host
meals and generally be more connecteith their neighbours in the hope of
guaranteed rent and favourabeturns in election$. Theodore Hoppen has surmised
it best when saying that catsowere more useful than sticks in keeping tenants
onside?? whilst at the same time not exactly being Santa Clauses ¥itfer.as
William Vaughan has said, tenants and landlords knew each other as they lived side-
by-side: the relationship was not like a bank accdtint.

This discourse into landlords’ lives matters because it was these men who
provided grounds, funds and encouragememt diacket locally in this time of
peaceful relations, desirous to smooth rental payments and indeed gain influence and
respect from their neighbours. Otheread about healthies, paternalism,
respectability, enhancing tlmewn reputations with fellodandlords and other social

mores only raised the utility of cricket for these men.
A new gentry of farmers

If the years between the Famine and the \aacs were to see amgde erosion of the
power of landlords, then a new emergemtssl of farmers was to increasingly gaze
upwards. Farmers, no longer threatened leydbitiers and labourers below them in
rural society who had suffered so muchidgrthe Famine, were now entering their
own ascendancy. Aided by their own increasingrfancial clout and buoyed by their
own political acceleration with a quadruplid the county electorate in the 1850
Reform Act, meant elections were naleminated by middling and strong farmers

8 S.H. PalmerPolice and Protest in England and Ireland 1780-1§8&mbridge University Press,
Cambridge, 1988), p.523.

% M. Cronin, Agrarian protest in Ireland 1750 — 1960he economic and social history of Ireland
society, Dublin, 2012), p.27.

1 FosterModern Irelandp.378.

2 Theodore HopperElections, Politics and Society in Ireland 1832 — 188529.

% Ibid., p.91.

% Vaughanandlords and tenantp.10.

% FosterModern Ireland p.344.
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over whom landlords attempted to exert influeffc&ocial decorum’ in wishing to
assimilate with the respectable and fashibaéifestyle tendenceof the day coupled
with a ‘new assertiveness’ coloured these familieBoth Michael O’Dwyer in
Kilkenny and Pat Bracken in Tipperary haeeind local farmers enjoying cricket in
these decadés.

Modernity

Fused amidst all of these social changes a less tangible but equally important
ideal: the striving for modernjitand the potential projectiast desirable identities, a

motif that encompassed all in socigtycluding the professional and commercial
classes and interests in towns and cities that hitherto have been unmentioned. Echoing
the Victorian pursuit of progreSsand sharing the mainland middle classes’ desire for
respectability’”™® many changes were afoot. Gaelic was being dismissed as a
‘language of poverty®* and underwritten with assumetis of ignorance, indigence,
stress and distress, seen as linked to theliGspeakers that weparticularly hit by

the Famine. Post-Famine, somequds beat their children withleata scoiror ‘tally

stick’ if their children spoke Irish’?

Famines in general have regulafieen feminized, and there were many
examples of contemporary writings inetil840s describing famine in Ireland as
such®®® Playing the manly game of cricket therefore served as a useful antidote to
such imagery. Coupled withihh images of Ireland in €&h1850s on the mainland were
‘by and large bestid® and thus the desi® modernise can bseen as both for
domestic and external reasons. Supportinig modernisation was the Catholic

Church whose rejection of hurling saw th@me being left behd with patterns and

% Ibid., p.377.

7 Cronin,Agrarian protest in Ireland 1750 — 1960.,24 and p.26.

% O’Dwyer, The History of Cricket in County Kilkerinin Co Kilkenny, local farmers provided teams
and farm labourers played, many playing in their own clothes, p.13. Brdetexign and Fantastic
Field Sports:many teams in Tipperary were tenant-farmer based, p.53.

% Larkin, A history of Ireland, 1800 — 192@,120.

1007, Bartlett, Ireland - a History(Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 2011): by the 1870s the
middle classes of England and Irelahdth embraced respectability,” p.310.

101 0. MacDonaghStates of mind: a study of Anglo-Irish conflict 1780 — 1888orge Allen and
Unwin, London, 1985), p.104.

192 arkin, A history of Ireland, 1800 — 192@p.112-113.

193 M. Kelleher,The Feminization of Famine: expressions of the inexpresgiblai@ University Press,
Durham, 1997), p.2 and pp.19-29.

194 R.F. FosterPaddy and Mr Punch — connections in Irish and English histaten Lane, London,
1993), p.192.
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wakes also under attack with arestgthening of clerical contrd!® Led by the
formidable and draconian Cardinal Padullen in these decades, the ‘personal
embodiment’ of Catholicism that strong and middling farmers associated with as
modern and shorn of magic and other folk custtthsticket was exactly the type of
healthy, purposeful, forward-looking rectieam that the Church could endorse in
place of the backward, alcohol-fuelled gaand pastimes pre-Famine. Catholic as
well as Protestant Churches supported tmeegdor example there being two Catholic
seminaries playing cricket in mid-Victorian time in Tipperdfya situation that could
not have endured without Cullen’s implicitelsking such was his power at this time.
As Sunday Mass attendance leapt from 4@qarin the 1840s t80 percent in the
1880s and clerical ratios dropped from qumeest per 2,180 in 1850 to one per 1,300
in 18708 the Catholic Church was both inpasition to and desirous of endorsing

cricket.
The financial state of Irelanith the nineteenth century

In 1868, Robert Dudley Baxter produced aalgsis of the financial conditions of the
countries of the United Kingdof? In this piece, he made number of noteworthy
points within which to frame this thesitreland presents a singular phenomenon — a
decreasing population and artieasing income’ due to tHact that population had
decreased from 8.2 million in 1841 to Hlion in 1867. England’s population was
21 million, but Ireland’s income chargealite income tax was only 1/12. The Irish
population was double that of Scotlangt Ireland paid £6 million less in ta¥

Ireland was clearly a poorer country tthtae rest of the United Kingdom in 1867:

1% Theodore HopperElections, Politics and Society in Ireland 1832 — 1,88844.
106 ||
Ibid., p.144.
197 Bracken Foreign and Fantastic Field Sportg.50.
198 arkin, A history of Ireland, 1800 — 192@p.115-116.
19R. Dudley BaxterNational Income: the United Kingdo¢acmillan and Co, London, 1868).
10 bid., pp.57-58.
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Table one: Robert Dudley Baxter’s finanéal analysis of the United Kingdom in
1867

Country Average income of those Average income per

with independent means capita in 1867

in 1867
England and Wales £68 £32
Scotland £53 £23, 10s
Ireland £31 £14

Within Ireland, the following analysis was conductéd:

Class Number of people of Amount of income tax
independent means paid

Upper and middle classes 434,000 £39,758,000

Manual labour classes 2,054,000 £38,169,000

Filtering in those without ‘independent means’ — basically women and children
without employment, there would probgkhave been around 1 million people in
Ireland in the upper and middle classestled 5.5 million total population. It was
probably this group that took rsbto cricket, even if #n game was played across all
socio-economic groups, and it would also hbagen this group that was important for
patronage, leadership and adisiration of local clubs due to their financial and time

wealth.
Ireland: imperialor metropolitan?
There is a fractious debate about Irelangdlace within the British Empire in the

nineteenth century, about whether it was a colony or a metropolitan city part of

Britain. On the one hand, Ireland was pairtthe United Kingdom, electing MPs to

™ pid., p. 52, p.56 and p.61. ‘Independent means’ was termed as someone in employment or with the

capital to sustain themselves. Women and children who did not work were not included in this bracket.
112 |
Ibid., p.60.
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Westminster in a way that other colondghd not. Yet at the same time, Ireland was
ruled by a Viceroy and with a military presence, with the same administrative
structure and apparatus asuld be taken to India whicclearly was colonial. The
problem of defining Ireland as either metrb@am or colonial is therefore a difficult
one, for as Stephen Howe has noted, tieas not one set checklist with which to
compare a nation as either colonial or non-coldiifdkeland’s close proximity to the
mainland further muddies the water, Rlohddyam describing the country as a
‘halfway-house’ betweemetropolitan and imperigf* following the Acts of Union of
1801. Yet an evaluation of the country’s attitudes to cricket (and playing matches
against English teams) will undoubtedly twsome light on this debate, and will
show how lIrish cricket was seen as aidtive nationalisticpastime supported by
both nationalists and Unionists with avieur that was not reciprocated by English
teams, for example, visiting Manchesterdéed, one of the key reasons for decline
was the failure of Irish teams to securetories and equality with English — opposed

to Welsh and Scottish — teams. In an age of Home Rule in the 1870s and without
Ireland establishing its own cricket uniontil 1923, such a situation was untenable

and led to a desertion of the game.
A lack of sporting alternatives

There were few popularly-playesports across the country before the 1870s that have
been chronicled. The Irish Rugby Footbdhion formed in embryo in 1875 and the
Irish Football Association in 1880. A quasi-admtrative body in the Irish Champion
Athletic Club developed from872 onwards to cater tohédtics, whilst the monolith

of the GAA was only formed in 1884. Altertnge sports such agolf and tennis
popularised even later. Withationally-codified rulesdng before the formation of
other national bodies therefor@jcket's success can be sarrpart due to a lack of
alternatives and the availability of amga playable across counties, regions, the

country and indeed internationally. Can broad, superficial level, it would be

113 3. Howe, ‘Historiography’ in K. Kenny (ed)eland and the British Empir¢Oxford University
Press, Oxford, 2004), p.230.

114 R. Hyam, Britain’s Imperial Century, 1815-1914a study of empire and expansi¢Ralgrave,
Basingstoke, 2002), p.166.
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reasonable to suggest that cricket flourishebi@land due to a lackf alternatives, in
likeness to West Indiaand Indian adoptioh'’

Research and sources

The primary method of research for timvestigation was tlough Irish newspaper
records using the recently-developeditited archives. The newspapersitie Irish
Times, Freeman’s Journal, The Andglelt, The Nation, Nenagh Guardian, Tuam
Herald and Belfast News-Lettgrovide an overview of cricketing developments
across the country in the secamalf of the nineteenth cemy, and theipolitical and
religious leanings will be made clearthre main body of writing but the reader might
note that their allegiances can be founé@mpendix two. Newspapers form the main
basis of investigation as there is no sulisséh body of other resources to investigate
cricket at this time in Ireland, a problefeith Sandiford noted on his investigation
into cricket in Victorian times when helaged that cricketing historians are ‘at the
mercy of contemporary journalists’ asioket clubs did not leave many records,
unlike the limited companies of early football clubs in Victorian BritafrAlmost no
club records exist from the 1800s in Irelaavatd The National Archives contains no
records of any reports on cricket being gldyin Ireland. Local club histories in
Ireland have similarly relied upon newspaper recdtts.

This mix of newspapers has been chosen for a number of reasons. First, all
bar The Irish Timeswere in publication by 1848, \ghg chronological balance.
Second, these sources offer geographicaehdih, with every province of Ireland
being covered. Third, the papers offer a balance of political and religious views.
Finally, this selection of newspapers offea mix of both the major, urban-based
newspapers — like ¢h big-hitters of The Irish Times, Belfast News-Lettand
Freeman’s Journal- and smaller, regional offerings likehe Anglo-Celt Nenagh

15 R, Cashman, ‘Cricket and Colonialism: Colonial Hegemony and Indigenous Subversion?’ in J.
Mangan (ed)Pleasure, Profit, Proselytism: British Cutiand Sport at Home and Abroad, 1700 —
1914(Cass, London, 1988p.259.

118 K A.P. SandifordCricket and the VictoriangScolar Press, Aldershot, 1994)6.

17 For example, in writing their history of Merrion cricket club, Little and Parkinson depended upon
utilising newspaper records adohn Lawrence’s Handbook of Crickietr events before 1925 - A.
Little and D. ParkinsonMerrion: a history of tle cricket club 1892 — 201(Baltwater, Dublin, 2011),

p.9. Similarly, Leinster cricket club’seinster Cricket Club 1852 — 20(2xact details of publication
unknown — presumable publisher is Leinster Cricket Club, Dublin, 2002) was constructed using
newspapers and thdandbook of Cricketoo. This information was gleaned from private email
correspondence with the club.
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Guardian, The Natiorand Tuam Herald offering both macro and sample micro
studies. The papers offer geographicdhbee and distribution around the country.
The Irish Times, Freeman’s Journal and Belfast News-Leteze daily newspapers,
and thus the reporting of cricket in themsa@aturally higher due to sheer output than
their regional counterparts. Approxiret 60,000 newspaper articles have been
considered and consulted in this investigatio give real depth of analysis. It is
worth noting that quotations from primargusces have been reproduced as they were
in the initial production; hese, there might be archagpellings as well as stray
capitalisations and the like. A genuine amthltered reproductioaf the sources was
used to keep the authenteet of the original reports.

However, to contextualise and offgreater breadth than simply using
newspaper archives, a total of almost@bnary sources have been consulted. The
newspaper research was sigrafily supplemented by usindgohn Lawrence’s
Handbook of Cricket in Irelandpublished for the seass 1865 — 1881 inclusive,
which was a continuous cricketing alna@&nbursting with rich social historical
significance and detail. Tturther complement and broaden the scope of the work,
individual contemporary writings and otheslevant cricketing primary sources were
consulted, including mainland ckieting publications such a¥isden’s AlmanackA
systematic and extensive sadary reading was undertaken.

This piece is a project focusing on the tigtof cricket in Ireland. It is not a
history of cricket in the Uted Kingdom (excellent thougtinat would be) nor is it a
compare and contrast with other nationsuad the world. Neitheis it a history of
sport in Ireland 1848 — 1878. The main thraistl focus of the work is unashamedly
on Irish cricket. Relevant and appropriatstoriography from bdt inside and outside
Ireland has been assimilated to furnish trex@j but the author was anxious to avoid
a monotonous ‘this also ppened / didn’t happen in England / Sydney’ merry-go-
round. Only limited reference has been méaodleother colonial nations’ cricketing
histories as to try to contextualise thisesis with the histriography of cricket
worldwide would dilute agjument and direction.

There is a certain irony that some thie last great reservoirs of national
investigation for the history of cricket actlyalie closest to Engind in the history of
the game in Wales, Scotland and Ireland. Andrew Hignell has produced some
excellent work on the history of the ganmeWales, whilst John Burnett and David

Potter have produced good work on Scotland. As intimated above, there is still a gap
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for an overarching history of the gametirese four nations beyond these countries
being mere footnotes to produarts focusing mainly on England.

The years of investigation in this thesis

The years 1848 and 1878 have been chose¢heaespective start and end points of
this work as they bookend a period of gehsogial and politicatalm in Ireland, and
thus seem both logical andtefiectually justifiable as éimeframe of research. The
year 1848 saw the last major failure oé fhotato crop, which had seriously disrupted
the financial and social stability of the country. There was limited cricket in the
decades before 1848 as can be seen in the scarce newspaper reports before these
years, and thus 1848 is a logitaginning to the examinatiasf the rise of cricket in
the coming decades.

The year 1878 has been chosen as titep®int for this research as this was
the final year of the relative calm that had transcended Ireland in the thirty years
following 1848. 1879 was to see the eruption of the land wars and the early 1880s saw
the acceleration of the Honfeule movement and Irish nationalism. As such, the
years after 1878 saw a new, disruptive tone @avour to Irish li€. Investigating the
popularity of cricket within this thirtyear period between 1848 to 1878 therefore
allows an investigation into the rise ahdginning subsequent decline of the game
before the political and social upheaval thats to come in the 1880s and allows an
investigation framed within years of slar social and political circumstances and
relative calm. By 1878 cricket club numbdrad been in decline for four years since
1874, and a general trend of tiee can be established tiois end point of 1878 even

before the even more trying years that lay ahead.

The history of cricket in Ireland before 1848

Whilst the work will begin in the year 1848 astart point following the disruption of
the Famine years to everyday social lifeisitlear that cricket had been growing in

the first half of the nineteenth century. The first reference to cricket in national

newspapers came in 1765, when there wastadflrious drive a cricket ball’ in a
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poem about Spain in thereeman’s Journat'® By 1810 a cross-class Vice Regal
game was recordéd® and by 1821 it was said that cricket was ‘a game that is played
almost every day at the proper seasothi College Park’ of Dublin Universify°
Cricket was advertised irperting magazines and by retafiestocking cricket goods
by 1824 whilst by 1843 that bastion of Irish nationalisfihe Nationnewspaper,
was calling for cricket's encouragement andeviplay in Ireland for societal benefit
in addition to it being a ‘manly gané? and accepting adverts from sporting outlets
selling cricketing paraphernalia by 18%4. By 1845, 26 teams had played at least
once in lIreland through thselected newspaper records for this study, whilst
secondary research shows that another 19 teams had played by thi$*pttet.
Famine was to curtail cricket-playing acdused untold death and distress to millions
in the years 1845 - 1848, but it only serviedhalt, not extinguish, the growing
popularity of cricket inlreland in the mid-nineteentbentury. By 1847 cricketing
goods were being sold in Belfast, Limerick and Dubth.

Although there was some anti-Englishnsment after the horrors of the
Famine in the late 1848% it is worth noting that this did not mean that cricket was
viewed as being English. This should be made explicitly clear at the outset. As early
as December 1832, at a Trades’ Union meatrigublin, Daniel O’Connell, staunch
Catholic and proud lIrish natnalist who led the Repedssociation which sought
repeal of the union with the mainland, statésisupport for cricket in a speech in that

he patronised the game hinfdelr his neighbours, saying:

He was not one of those who thoughat the Sunday should be spent in
gloom and gravity, and that sicklyné atrabilious devotion which made the
face look pale. In his own country plaeehere he might say he was a kind of

18 Freeman’s Journal2 March 1765.

19 Freeman’s Journall7 August 1810.

120 Freeman’s Journal28 November 1821.

121 seeFreeman’s Journal3 January 1822 and 15 April 1824.

122The Nation 12 August 1843.

123 5eeThe Nation 22 June 1844 for example.

124 Those listed in the selected newspapers to 1845 are: Bannow Grammar School; Belfast; Carlow;
Castletown; Clonmel; College Club (Belfast); Collegiate School Club (Belfast); Dublin; Dublin
Garrison; Dublin University; Hibernian (Bel8; Hibernian (Dublin); Huntindgon (County
Waterford); Kilkenny; Limerick; Meath; Norther(Belfast); Phoenix; Queen’s County; Tullamore;
Ulster; Vice Regal; Wexford;"5fusiliers; 7" Light Dragoons; ¥ fusiliers. Those from the secondary
literature include: Bandon; Cahir; Carrick-on-Suir; Castleblunden; Clare; Clongowes; County
Kilkenny; County of Tipperary; Co Wicklow; DegaDiamor; EnniscorthyGowran; Lisburn; Lodge
Park; Newbridge Garrison; Portora, Royal Schbahgannon; Royal Belfast Academical Institution;

St Columba’s College.

15 The Nation29 May 1847.

126 A, Jacksonlreland 1798 — 1998: Politics and WéBlackwell Publishers, Oxford, 2002), pp.84-86.
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lord paramount, every Sunday, from two o’clock, he had a piper for his
people, besides ball and d&t bats, and other kinds of amusement, so that
those who liked dancing might amuse tlsetaes with it, and those who liked
other sports might also choose their amuserfént.

It is unlikely O’Connell would have supportélie game if it had caed clear English
overtones, and the spread of play to dosintry house at Derrynane in Kerry shows
cricket’s early spread into remote regions of the country.

To prove such support was not an isolated oneddfe Nationnewspaper
published 18 articles on cricket inetlyears 1843 - 1846, not an amazing amount but
noteworthy as there was no mention lmought of it being unpatriotic, even though
The Nationwas a firmly Catholic, nationalisindependence-seiel publication.
Cricket in Ireland should be viewed in the same light, adopting itself to the local
desire for amusement, opposed to being a conscious embrace of British values.
Richard Cashman has proposed such smpembrace took place in many countries
around the British Empire, where people plajgritish’ games fortheir own interest
and not necessarily to showeas love of Britain itself?®> As Dominic Malcolm has
suggested, the ‘uncritical acceptancetloé ideological link between cricket and
Englishness’ has led to a conspicuous absence of work on cricket and identity in the

129

British Isles,”” a statement that could be broadtrie include a lack of work on

cricket in Ireland in general becsaiof this very assumption.

Chapter overviews

This piece’s first two chapters have beeritten thematically across the years 1848 —
1866. This is because there were many repetitive themes across these early years of
cricket’s popularity withina limited amount of newspaper reporting in comparison to

the later years of investiian, and thus a thematic inttuction to issues like the
reasons for play and the individualshov played cricket was preferable to a
chronological study that would have egped ideas across these two decades. The
second two chapters have been writterooblogically from the years 1867 — 1878,

127 Belfast News-Lette#t January 1833.

128 cashman, ‘Cricket and Colonialism,” p.261.

129 D, Malcolm, Globalizing cricket: Englisness, Empire and identitloomsburg, London, 2013),
p.91.
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exploring how and why cricket reached gsak in the early-to-mid 1870s before
beginning to retract ipopularity and play.

Themes run consistently through the piatsome instances, but where ideas
have been firmly established in the lear chapters have not thereafter been
consistently examined so as to avoid nessirepetition. Relew historiography has
been blended in across chapters; the firaptdr was not simply used as a chance to
expose the wider work on all themes discussed.

The first chapter begins by examining the reasons and factors that led to the
growth of cricket in Ireland in the post-Farai years. This chapter investigates the
growth in popularity and playing of cket in the 1848 — 186me period, looking at
how and why the game grew from beingedfiling leisure purstito a popular sport
by the mid-1860s through reasons and stimuli for the game. The military were
important in this time period, introducingettgame to local civilians. However the
game became popular for far more readosgond early military support: the game
rose to prominence at a time of limitedhet social opportunity, including what might
be considered the traditional Irish spastshurling and ‘Gaelicfootball which were
under sustained attack in the mid-centuynfrthe Catholic Church. As a healthy,
manly and noble game in a period of concfr these atibutes, the game enjoyed a
growing following, aided crucially by theupport of a professional cricketer called
Charles Lawrence who organised a profesdi@ieven in Ireland as well as Vice-
Regal support in general which was helpfulendorsing the game to the elite of
society. Two other key actors of extreme importance emerged in addition to Charles
Lawrence: John Lawrence, a sports shop owaed the Earl oCarlisle as Viceroy.
This time period saw a huge increase itrggzage for the spors well as a rising
commercial interest in and exploitation tife game by those directly involved in
cricket as well as general businesses1B§6, both Charles Lawrence and the Earl of
Carlisle had departed Ireld though, leaving Johbawrence as the Bocustodian of
the game, a situation that never formalisethb a title as recognised authority or
administrator of the game.

The second chapter will examine tears 1848 — 1866 by considering who
played the game in these years, in wigpes of institutions and in what areas of the
country. The assumptions of the gamenbemerely the pursuit of the richest in
society, Protestants or Uniaits are challenged early in the thesis. In this time period

cricket became increasingly important witkelite schools idreland, and the game
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extended across all classes in societyh@lat endorsement of the game was clear,
and the game took on a ras a vehicle for nationalism against mainland teams who
were now touring the countffering varied and excitinglay. The idea o€ricket as

a minority sport in the count will be dismissed.

Chapter three will engage withetlyears 1867 - 1872, during which time many
of the future seeds of deterioration reesown, but which nonetheless remained a
fruitful time in the development of crickén Ireland. The involvement of businesses
and businessmen peaked in these yeahilst cricket developed momentum as a
vehicle for both national and local pride.€lhhetorical reasons for play continued,
and when combined with the support ssthools and both Catholic and Protestant
communities, saw cricket spread even further geographically and socially into Ireland.
Yet early warning signs for at¢k of administration, the risi other sports as well as
the failure to fully grasp cricket as rationalistic rod were missed, and a plateau
would soon be reached.

The fourth chapter examining 1873 1878 begins positively, in that the
number of cricket teams ilmeland peaked in 1874, when play can be noted across
every county with more clubs found inetltountry than urban centres. The game
continued to be played by afl society. This era was t&ee the decline of cricket,
when the game came to be abandonedoliginesses and thealtership of John
Lawrence began to wane. A failure to aekienationalistic viatries over mainland
opposition at the time of rising Home Rule sentiment was an embarrassment, whilst a
general malaise and indifference had set itheogame which had failed to form an
administration to oversee cups, leagues tariprovincial games. Other sports rose in
popularity, and by the late 187@scket was in decline, gpelling the idea that the

GAA was somehow responsible for the denagericket as many have suggested.

Themes of investigation

One of the main considerations of this wavili be to consider the popularity of the
game, where it was played, by who, hawd why. Cricket's popularity has been
consistently overlooked in almost all critike historiography, and this piece will use
empirical data to prove the popularity tie game by showing the amount of

reporting of the game in given years, theoamt of teams playing per year as well as
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comparative examples of how cricket regocompared numerically to other rival
sports in given years will be included.

Linked closely to this will be the attemnpo investigate the class of players
who played the game, and question whethish Icricket really was simply the game
of the elite, Protestant landlords, as ménaye presumed. Mike Cronin exemplifies
this belief, calling cricket ‘the preserve of elite strata of Irish society that identified
itself with the Union**® without providing any evidence gupport this claim, a form
most historians have followed when makingdir claims about Irish cricket. Whilst it
will be difficult to go into great detailleut class in a natiohaesearch project,
examples will be given of play across thhoke of society even if a national, macro
study will preclude detaileiographical interrogatiorsuch as Tom Hunt has
produced on his analysis of cricketardVestmeath in a much smaller localffty.

This is a history of Irish cricket dormated by men, but this is not a men’s
history. The theme of manliness is onatthomes through strongin the research,
and as a theme in its own right this astopic that is worthy of much more
investigation. Surprisingly little has be@mitten on this topic irgeneral, and David
Miller has noted that men’s history is not a well-developed field in Iréf&n@ne
excellent recent example examining crickad manliness would be Max Davidson’s
We’'ll get ‘em in sequins piece examining manliness and Yorkshire cricket over the
last century® This thesis will not be able o into the same detail as Davidson’s
work, but will touch upon similar ideas.

Women naturally also deserve menti following this last paragraph.
Astonishingly little has been written dhe history of womers cricket, beyond the
accepted idea Empire-wide that women’s solere to spectate and applaud but not
to physically play** Isabelle Duncan has made aatmé contribution to this field,
recently publishingSkirting the boundaryexamining the sociaiistory of women’s
cricket!® Whilst an important piece, Duncan does somewhat skip over women’s

involvement in cricket in other ways befatee first formation of the White Heather

130 Cronin,Sport and Nationalism in Irelang.79.

131 See HuntSport and Society in Victorian Ireland: the case of Westmeatl86 for socio-economic
backgrounds of cricket plays in County Westmeath.

132D.W. Miller, ‘Religious History’ inL.M. Geary and M. Kelleher (ed$)ineteenth-century Ireland —
a guide to recent researd¢bniversity College Dublin Press, Dublin, 2005), p.73.

133 M. Davidson,We'll get ‘em in sequins: manliness, Yotiksttricket and the century that changed
everything(Wisden Sports Writing, London, 2012).

134D, Allen, ‘England’s “golden age”: imperial cricket and late Victorian societBort in Society
Vol. 15, No.2 (March 2012), p.215.

1351, Duncan Skirting the boundary: a biory of women'’s crickél’he Robson Press, London, 2013).
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Club in 1887, not really engaging in wisomen spectated, supported or cheered on
men at grounds before tketablishment of this cluf® Andre Odendaal also deserves
recognition for his attempts to construdbiatory for women’s involvement in South
African cricket'®’ This piece will show women to be involved in all sorts of ways at
cricket — as spectators, as supporterslabs and indeed community events through
cricket — but will not satisfy the necessiigr much more work on women'’s roles
within the game.

Other important issues about why the gamas played such as the impact of
health considerations and social rhetotig financing of the game and provision of
grounds, the role of nationalism in crickete place of businesses and businessmen as
well as professionals will be addressede Treligious support of both branches of
Christianity will be tested and examined to show support from both in schools and
universities and more informal avenueSricket did not develop any political
identification in Ireland, with leadinglubs specifically od&wing discussion of
politics or religion atheir grounds. This was not an unusual or unique occurrence; for
example, by the late 1880s there was littlemn or evidence of political sentiment in
Irish rugby*® Cricket in Ireland waénfluenced by politics through desire for Home
Rule and nationalism as well as through the support of politicians, but was not
political itself and was playeoly both nationalists and Unionists.

The issue of gambling in Irish cricket at this time will be addressed mainly by
the inability to find much evidence about #tachment to the game. Arthur Samuels,
writing in 1888 and no doubt idealisticallyaghed betting was not evident in Irish
cricket*® though this idea is loosely suppatta this research. Gambling no doubt
existed but was almost never reported, asthaffairs that is unusual as gambling on
other events like horse racing was need widely and without shame.

To dispel the myth of the pre-eminencelwd British military in the playing of
cricket in Ireland, graphs will be producsdowing the breakdown of teams noted in
given years into ‘club,” ‘military’ and ‘satch team’ classifications. This, like the

newspaper counting records, is not altf@roof process and the methodology is

136 See DuncarSkirting the boundarypp.15-35.

137 A. Odendaal, ‘Neither cricketers nor ladies: Towards a history of women and cricket in South
Africa, 1860s — 2000s’ iThe International Journal of the History of Spovtol. 28, No. 1 (January
2011), pp.115-136.

138 O’callaghanRugby in Munstem.146.

139 A. SamuelsEarly Cricket In Ireland — Aaper, read before the Kingstown Literary and Debating
Society on the" February, 188§Kingstown Literary and Debating Society, Dublin, 1888), p.6.
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explained in more detail in the appendicBsit this does provida solid indicative
sense of who was playing the game and withinat types of formt#ons. It will show
that the military played a moderate butrmy means critical role introducing the game
to Ireland by natural diffusion, but thatef that their importance declined, a theory
that echoes Tom Hunt's work on cricket in Westmé&th.

This work carries on the work of th&icketing heritageof Calderdale and
Kirklees project, which investigated thechi history of the game as a point of
community and fraternity irthese Yorkshire localitiés' and which broadened to
publication a<Cricket and Community in Englary Peter Davies with Rob Light?
This thesis showcases towns congregatirauraat cricket fields as points of local
pride and community, in a histoal investigation with greatenterest in the societal
impact of the game rather than bowling anialgsnd scorecards sontinuation of this

field of research.

Proving cricket’s popularity

Proving cricket’s ‘popularitycan take on many heads: should the game be judged on
numbers of teams playing; the amount ofnn@aying; interest in the games; the
amount of spectators; the amount of money ttould be extracted from the game or
indeed other measurements? Thus it is teeatoid absolute statements which might

of course be undone in future years of reseanto other sports. But what can be said

is that, however one wants to measure it with the data produced in this thesis, cricket
was one of Ireland’s leading sportstire 1860s and 1870s, aodn lay strong claim

to non-equine sporting hegemony.
Why this research is necessary aharguments that will be presented
Cricket's popularity in Ireland has beenngoletely underestimated, in a period that

Roy Foster has lamented from the 1840%8@0s as ‘too often glossed over as a lull

between the Famine and Parn&if This piece thus fills not just a sporting historical

10 Hunt, Sport and Society in Victoridneland: the case of Westmeath130.

41 For more information on this project and its resources, please see
http://www.ckcricketheritage.orgkly accessed 30 July 2014.

142p_ Davies with R. LightCricket and community in Engledn1800 to the present dgianchester
University Press, Manchester, 2012).

143 Foster Modern Ireland p.373.
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void but will also contribute tethe general historiograpltof Irish social history mid-
century. As James Kelly’s recent publicationtba history of sport in Ireland before
the Famine has shown, only cricket and hoeseng were in a posiin to prosper in
the coming age of mass reciieatfrom the 1840s onwards due to organisational steps
already undertakelf? As such, this work will make an original contribution to
knowledge in showcasing the immense ydapty of cricket in an academic
investigation that has never before beedertaken — a rare example worldwide of a
missing national cricketing history, being arfehe last remaining untapped fields.

It will be argued that cricket was theost popularly-reported team sport in
Ireland in the 1860s and 1870s, being plagedoss the wholeountry, in every
county, by every class of society, by both Priatets and Catholics, in rural and urban
areas in equal measure. It is hoped that work will continue the correction of the
historical fallacies that abound about thangabeing the preserve of landlords or
those with English sympathies, and will alséph® continue to dispel the idea of the
GAA being the cause of cricket’s decline the game was in t&ction by the late
1870s.

Writing in 2005 on the historiography of Irish social history, Gary Owens
asserted that although work on nineteesghtury Ireland had never been of greater
number and higher quality, ‘olnowledge of certain subjecis almost non-existent,’
citing how social history had appeared ‘suboate’ to political hstory and with most
historians following ‘straight, narrowmnd well-trodden paths’ when researchifry.
He implored that the social dimension oé thistory of sport in the country was ‘ripe
for investigation'*® and in the ensuing decade there have been excellent national and
local histories produced on the histarfy soccer, rugby and the GAA to name but
three. There have been revolutionanponographs produced on a county level
examining the popularity of cricket.

Yet there is still a gap for an acadenmgestigation of cricket in Ireland on a

national level. There is still a story to be told.

144 Kelly, Sport in Ireland p.358.

145 G. Owens, ‘Social History’ in..M. Geary and M. Kelleher (eds)ineteenth-century Ireland — a
guide to recent researdfuniversity College Dublin Press, Dublin, 2005), p.28.

1% bid., p.42.
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Chapter one: factors affectirg the playing of cricket
between 1848 - 1866

Cricket emerged and then significantly grewlreland in the years 1848 — 1866 for a
variety of reasons and factors, one tbé main reasons being that cricket was
fortunate to have few real competing spagytior indeed general leisure activities in
this time period. This situation significaptthanged by the 1870s, when a wider raft

of sporting and leisure opgdanities existed. Many of thdemes and ideas supporting
cricket’s rise overlapped and interlinkealthough a rough order of importance has
been established in this chapter. Cricketdfiited from the inspiration and lead given

by a variety of men for the play of theasp including: the éading professional in
Ireland, Charles Lawrence; théceroy, the Earl of Carlle; a Dublin sports shop
owner, John Lawrence. The game was suppioand played from the outset by the
British Army and this patronage was then reciprocated and imitated by other leading
gentlemen in the country. Combined, thésetors introduced cricket to men across
Ireland and were the primary factors — in addition to a lack of alternative recreation -
which explains cricket’'s development in Inethin these early years. This expansion
was increased by societal and businessi@nites that came to justify, support and
grow the game further. Underpinning all of these movements were wider national
concerns for health, happiness and eesgble amusement, which endorsed the
playing of cricket fo all in society.

1. The initial uptake of cricket between 184B366: reasons fgay and provision

Before exploring the reasons for the ptayiof cricket from the late 1840s onwards, a
brief synopsis of play seems appropriatdhe mid-to-late 1840s was a period of
dramatic social and cultural changelialand, inflicted by the potato famine of the
mid-decade. Cricket experienced notewgrtgrowth in the period before and
immediately after the Famine years of 1848348 in Ireland, witd5 teams having
played at least one game by 1845 astmead in the intrduction. By 1850, this
number had increased to at least 6ants when combining primary sources and
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secondary literaturf” Whilst the game was clearly still in its infancy by the end of
the Famine years (with only eight teams régdrnin primary material playing in the
years 1845 — 1848} the game had developed a loéseting in the country. Cricket
was played in every province, in clubs as well as schools and universities, which
would lay the groundwork for the developmeof interest in the game. Whilst it
would be fair to assume theticket was largely, though thexclusively, the game of
the elite in the years immdately after the Famine, by the late 1850s the game was
encompassing a far wider range of indiattuthan might commonly be considered.
This was a trend that was consistentotighout these years afivestigation and
continued apace as more of Ireland’s legdand wealthiest individuals began to
patronise the game more in the 1860s. By 18&tket had experienced an upsurge in
popularity and play, making it one of theuntry’s leading sprting pastimes.

The basis of this play was to be the local club, a greater analysis of which is
provided in chapter two. Fol874 at least 432 crickelub teams can be found
playing in Ireland as part of a grandtabof at least 533 teams when including
military and scratch team$’ Local clubs formed due todal patronage or indeed the
self-made leisure of Irish men in localgieand the growing availability of clubs
naturally led to an increased awarsmiand enjoyment of cricket for all.

1.1: A lack of amusement overall and a lack pdrsing alternatives to fill the leisure

void in Ireland

It is worth asking why cricket seems to have become popular amongst people of all

classes in the post-Faminears. A general point is thdtere wasn’'t a huge amount

147 Civilian teams listed in the stated newspapers between 1846 — 1850 included: Ballinasloe; Bannow
Grammar School; Belfast; Boyne; Cahir and Fethard; Carlow; Clonmel; Durrow; Fenagh; Kinsale;
Nenagh; Phoenix; Rathdrum; Roebuck; Tullamore; Templemore; Dublin University. Military teams
found were: the "8 Buffs organised a club in Galway" ®ragoon Guards; 40regiment; 68 regiment

/ 60" rifles; 79" Highlanders; 88 regiment; Caher Carbineers officers; Garrison of Athlone; Garrison

of Dublin; at least one game at Longford barradkis inclear who was playing); Belfast Garrison. As

well as this, the Ashbrook Union were playing in the year 1846 — 1848 which is examined in the early
section of this chapter. In addition, the followiggms have been noted in secondary literature playing

to 1850: Bandon; Cahir Barracks; Carrick-on-Suir; Castleblunden; Castlecomer; Clare; Clongowes
College; Clonmel Barracks; County Kilkenny; County of Tipperary; Co Wicklow; County Cork;
Desart; Diamor; Downpatrick; Enniscorthy; Fethard Barracks; Gowran; Kilkenny; Kingstown; Lisburn;
Lodge Park; Meath; Newbridge Garrison; Nutgrove School; Portora, Royal School Dungannon;
Queen’s College, Cork; Queen’s County Club; Royal Belfast Academical Institution; St Columba’s
College; Templemore Barracks; Tullabeg; Ulster; Wexford.

148 Ashbrook Union; Bannow Grammar School; Betfd8elfast Garrison; Boyne; Kinsale; Tullamore;

60" regiment.

149 please see appendix three.
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of other alternative leisure opportunity tine mid-nineteenth century in Ireland, an
offering that obviously developed and dis#ied across the century which partly

explains why interest in the game seemdave declined by the late 1870s, when

cricket came into competition with new sports and amusements for players and

spectators.

In the mid-century all classes in Irigociety suffered from an absence of
meaningful recreation anchy type of organised andggectable amusement — be it
political, cultural or sporting — was alreantya strong position to attract interest. An
abyss of leisure opportunities saw ‘thaods of the peasantry, standing, in their
anxiety to cheer their favourites in the diffat aquatic contests, up to their knees in
water’ at the Lough Ramaegatta in September 1846and a large number of the
peasantry attended the Trim steeplecha$el865, showing peasantry and working-
class involvement in other sports at this time and across these years
investigation>* The interest of the poer section of society inricket, as well as the
richest and the elites who enjoyed a dayso€ialising and sport, should therefore
come as no surprise. Lack of other eational opportunity was as much a problem
for these poorer groups of sety at this time indeed ifot being more of a problem
due to tighter finances whigonstrained the ability to attend ticketed events, dine out
or travel overseas.

It was such lack of sal opportunity that le@ reader to write tdheNation
newspaper in 1848, calling for the establishnudrricket clubs. That such calls were
being made in a nationalist, Catholipro-independence [Real Association
mouthpiece post-Famine should shatter comiyleke idea that cricket was despised
as an English game to be played jusidmglophile cronies of the British government
in these early years. As Roy Foster BRswn, there was an abiding resentment to
England as a result of the Faniitfewhich would have made it impossible for this
mouthpiece of the ‘hotly ri@nalistic’ Young Irelant®to have supported cricket if it
was tainted with this association or waslear and deliberate colonial implantation or

impregnation. Yet this letter begged:

150 Anglo-Celt 11 September 1846.

151 Freeman’s Journal26 April 1865.

152 Foster Modern Ireland p.342.

153 arkin, A history of Ireland, 1800 — 192p.75.
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Sir — It appears to medhthe attempt projected your last NATION for the
organization of rural discts would be more complete if the following

additions were made to your plan:-

1. Mounted Clubs — to consist of a ited number of young men. In Dublin, if
one was formed, the members could rmg to us in te suburbs of an
evening, and let us know what going on. You can have no difficulty in

getting one up at once, and thehess would be got up in imitation.

2. Cricket clubs, or hurling clubs. Inree baronies there are no towns or
places suitable for meeting, but if a lng club, or cricket club was got up
with its regular place and hour ofeeting, and mixing up amusement with
politics which would be an additionattiaction, | think tle object would be

gained.

If you approve of these additions | would like to see them noticed in your next
number.
A Confederat&*

As James Kelly’s recent work has showacreational sport in Ireland was in an
‘essentially depressed state’ when Victarégame to the throne, with only horse racing
and cricket in a position to prosper frothe 1840s in the coming age of mass
recreation due to their established oaél rules and teniae grounding in the
country by this timeé>° If hunting was included, whicknjoyed significant patronage
in its traditional form from the richest society but as such gnhad a narrow base of
participants, there was an otherwise barren sporting scene in Ireland which benefitted
cricket’s rise.

Horse racing was extremely popular naigitury, and increased in popularity
as the century progressed. Horsicing would lay claim to the title of being perhaps
the widest spectator sport ineland, Tom Hunt suggesgnthis being due to free
entrance?® Yet horse racing offered far less oppmity in terms of actual physical

154 The Nation 24 June 1848. The capitalisation of ‘Nati has been reproducess per the original
article.

155 Kelly, Sport in Ireland p.358.

1% Hunt, Sport and Society in Victoriandland: the case of Westmeapip,218-220.

46



involvement compared to cricket if ongefines participation as being able to
influence the result of an activity. Janteally’s work has suggsed roughly 70 horse
racing courses existing imeland in the early 18008 whilst by mid-century there

were 57 race meetings in Ireland in 1850 and 58 in both 1855 and“8Hfls
compares with 108 cricket teams, of whigd were clubs, as lisgdein the selected
newspapers in 1860 which at its mossibdevel would have presumed around 54
matches as a minimum. However, the finahmight of horse raing is worth noting

in comparison to cricket: an estimated £50,000 was bet in 1801 and 1803 on outcomes
of the Curragh Gold Cufs?

Hunting was a very popular mid-centwsport for those who could afford it,
being the most reportedpart ahead of horse racingg the seven newspapers
examined for 1855 (see diagram one), but would have had limited appeal to a wide
spectatorship in its popular form. Howevigke in England, hunting might have been
more popular in informal ways in hunting for animals and thus extending to a wider
social breakdown; James Kelly has shothat pre-Famine, ‘hunting’ provided
participation for the widest social catchmheof individuals if defined in a loose
sensg®

Yet in its purest formlom Hunt's work has showthat hunting in Westmeath
was the preserve of social stA, the upper classes in soci¥tyand was the sport of
the select elite who could afford horses and dogs. It has been estimated that a well-
groomed fox-hunting pack would cost arolgZ®/000 a year to maintain in the early-
to-mid nineteenth century in Britatfi? whilst the Kildare Hounds allowance was
£1,200 a year in 1878° This was at a time when the average income per capita of
the population was £14 in Irelan™f.Hunting was also not really a threat to cricket's
popularity as the season ran from SeptemntbeApril, and tkerefore cricket and
hunting actually had a largely similar clientele to begin with and were not in
competition with each otheDther genteel sports like rowing, although more popular

than cricket in 1855 in terms of repoi, only really developed from the 1870s

157Kelly, Sport in Ireland p.109.

1%8 £ A. D'Arcy, Horses, Lords and Racing Men: The Turf Club, 1790-1@Q0f Club, Curragh, Co
Kildare, 1991) p.344.

19 Kelly, Sport in Ireland p.114.

%0 bid., p.12 and pp.154-156.

81 Hunt, Sport and Society in Victoriandland: the case of Westmegth]9.

162 A. Harvey, The beginnings of a commercial sporting culture in Britain, 1793 — 1856gate,
Aldershot, 2004), p.171.

183 B M. Fitzpatrick,lrish Sport and Sportsmeivl.H. Gill & Son, 1878, Dublin), p.35.

184 Dudley BaxterNational Incomep.61.
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Number of reports

onwards in Ireland; there were only tergattas held in Ireland in the year 1865
compared to 293 cricket teams listetRugby football’s firstlub was established in
Ireland in 1854 at Trinity College, aray 1874 there were only 13 clubs affiliated
with the Irish Football Union®® Soccer too was a late dewpér in nineteenth-century
Ireland, with the game having its firsthebition by two Scottish teams in 1878 — and
by 1880 Neal Garnahm’s recent work has shown there were only around four teams
playing the game in Irelan§’ The first golf club was established in 1881, and by
1889 there were no more than seven clulith a maximum of 500 men playing
nationwide'®® Athletics was to become a populaos in time, but like all of these
other sports, didn't properly formalise until the 187dsvith little athletic racing
reported in the 1850s.

As can be seen in diagram one, in 1855 hunting and horse racing were the
dominant sports in Ireland terms of reporting, with a@ket among a variety of other
minority sports. This would draatically change by the year 1865.

Diagram one: a comparative anal ysis of the different sports reported
in the year 1855
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185 T F. Hall, History of Boat-Racing in Irelandlrish Amateur RowingUnion, publication place
probably Dublin in 1937), p.12.

166 3.C. Conroy (ed)Rugby in Leinster — 1879 to 1978he Leinster Branch of the I.R.F.U., Dublin,
1979), p.7.

187 GarnhamAssociation footballpp.4-5.

18\W H. GibsonEarly Irish Golf (Oakleaf Publications, Naa8o. Kildare, 1988), p.56.

1897, O’Donoghuelrish Championship Athletics 1873 - 190 O’Donoghue, Dublin, 2005), p.6.
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Many people would assume that the most papidrms of sporting recreation for the
poorest members in Irish society inetimid-1800s would have been hurling and
‘Gaelic’ football}"® not cricket. This was not the case. James Kelly’s work has shown
that from the early 1840s, hurling was atiav ebb’ and thatit would have been
hazardous to have predicted a positiveurfel for the game from this tinté: whilst
Richard McElligott has statdtiere was a ‘catastrophic diee of hurling’ in the mid-
1800s"? From the seven newspapers investtgl, the newspaper reporting of hurling
amounted to just one article in the year 1888 only three fordotball. Analysis of

the comparative reporting fai865 shows no improvement in diagram four in chapter
two.

Such had been the impact of the Fanon traditional ways of life, that
George Petrie undertook a campaign in 185%i¢d regional areas to try to record
and preserve traditional masiwhat he found was the dg@earance of this music as
well as traditional sporting pastim&s.In the period betweethe Famine and the
formation of the GAA in 1884, Marcus de Burca noted this time ‘probably saw them
nearer than ever to extinctioH” Football was not formally organised and codified as
a sport until the 18845AA foundation meeting, being elatively new historical
invention. It was therefore far behindurling and even athletics in national
importance in the mid-to-late nineteenth century, essentially being a new sport with
new, standardised rules, even if therel maturally been regiohaariations of the
game.

Hurling had been far more prominent than football before the Famine, having
been very popular in the early nineteemtntury, but had been attacked by the
Catholic Church in the yesrimmediately before andtaf the Famine due to its
violence and general unseemlindSsand was also derided by magistrates too who
feared mass meetings at matches. Folgwa deterioration in landlord-tenant
relationships in the early 1800s and a sgoent withdrawalof patronage (and

0 1n this thesis, football will fier to what is commonly known &6aelic’ football. Soccer will be
referred to as soccer.

" Kelly, Sport in Ireland p.268.

172 McElligott, Forging a Kingdomp.19.

13 ¢. O MurchadhaThe Great Famine: Ireland’s agony 1845 — 18&bntinuum, London, 2011),
pp.181-182.

17 De BurcaThe GAA — A Historyp.5.

75 For example, Kevin Whelan’s work has shown how there were explicit attacks against hurling by
Catholic priests in Killarney and Kilkenny in the 1830s. K. Whelan, ‘The cultural effects of the
Famine’ in J. Cleary and C. Connolly (ed$he Cambridge Companion to Modern Irish Culture
(Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 2005), p.146.
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middle-class support), combined with tliestruction of the Famine and mass
emigration, hurling was lost in many communities and was essentially a fossilising
pastime by the 1870£° As James Kelly has shown, it would have been improbable
that the clergy of any denomination codidve completely condemned any sport or
activity were it not for wider societal movemehtSand the decline of hurling should

be contextualised against attacks from many corners.

These attacks by the Catholic Churabainst the ‘traditional’ Irish games
were consistent in the years to663 About 400 - 500 men were found playing
football in Cloyne in May 1865, showing ahthese ‘traditional’ games had not
completely died’® Yet these games were undeounting pressure, witfihe Nation
newspaper carrying a damning, stinging attackhe game of hurling, shedding light
into its decline as well as continuing reasons for opposition to its play in November
1864. The piece centred around a match betw@esale and Ballinora, played at
Ballinora in autumn 1864 which turned into a riot which the local Catholic clergy
could not controf”® Such violence was seen elsewhdtiee Nationderiding Hurling
in a piece on 14 January 1865. Magissatgtacked hurlingtoo to cricket's
advantage, one judge reporting in the swanof 1862 that he vga'’happy to see the
brutal practice of hurling being suspendeygl the manly game of cricket in this
country,” following Michael Kennedy’s constion of grievous assault on Pat Taylor
during a hurling match at Litkenny in January 1882.

Hurling’s demise was particularigompounded by the deaths and emigration
caused in these Famine years of starvadioh distress as it was the lowliest, hurling-
playing in society who suffered the mo&s one shopkeeper crudely put it, the pre-
Famine potato people, or the ‘trash of toein,” were decimated and demoralised by
the events of 1845 - 1848 with the ‘respectable’ faning and shop-keeping middle
classes surviving the Famine when the cottiers and labourers dftf hatas such a
change that led Roy Fosteracomment that the Famine léal a ‘drastic readjustment

176 M. de Burca, ‘The Gaelic Athletic Associatiamd organized sport in Ireland’ in G. Jarvie (ed),
Sport in the making of Celtic cultur@seicester University Preskeicester, 1999), p.101.

7 Kelly, Sport in Ireland p.357.

178 Belfast News-Lette27 May 1865.

9 TheNation, 5 November 1864.

180 Nenagh Guardian30 July 1862.

181 \Whelan, ‘The cultural effectsf the Famine,’ pp.139-140.

182 pre-Famine, smallholders and cottiers outnumbered farmers by 2.5:1, but by 1881 this ratio was
equal. FostemModern Irelandp.340.
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of population in terms oflass as well as number&> As a result, the Ireland that
emerged post-Famine had a different soomhposition with aaspirational hope and

ensuing differences in cultural and sportamgivities, with the labourers and cottiers
who would have played hurling being caetely wiped off the map in many areas.

Cricket therefore fell into a hurling-sized vacuum, as a match report on the
Downpatrick versus Comber game inp&mber 1859 noted, when it was said: ‘The
batting and general fielding were goodiydamight be taken asvidence of the
growing taste for the game of cricket whictsisgprung up of late years in this part of
the country, extinguishing mlost, if not altogether, ¢hold games in which our
forefathers used to excel * Cricket was therefore very much the future, hurling the
game of the past as a national team spdkin society saw hurling attacked by their
pastoral leaders through thec#d priest and the magistrateaving cricket as one of
the few sporting opportunities at that tifee physical play which would increasingly
come to be patronised asdpplied by local leaders.

It wasn't just traditional, rural Iriseporting recreation that was changing mid-
century — rather, the whole fabric ofdhi society was going through a period of
modernisation and in many senses \eh&tale upheaval. In 1852, Sir William Wilde
commented that ‘The old forms aodstoms... are becoming obliteratéd’and this
went far beyond the hurling pitch in Iriskfe. Although the overall effects of
temperance societies are debated they dithesleast have some impact in raising
awareness to reduce alcohol consumptiorgémeral. At one weekly temperance
meeting in Dublin in Januar¥855, whose aim was to ‘re@in the drunkard, it was
noted that over 400 peophed taken a pledge of abstinence at this event &b/,

a result of the temperance movement’s crusade, Gavan Duffy, writifigeiNation

in December 1842, pleaded for gred&sure activities, saying:

Teetotalism has taken from the People themly enjoyment. They are
altogether without public amusement...ejhneed some stimulant. We are a
social, lively, enjoyable People, and waist have excitement. Here is an
opportunity to give it, of the past and most healthy character.

183|bid., p.340.

184 Belfast News-Lette4 September 1859.

185 E. Malcolm, ‘Popular recreation in nineteenth-century Ireland’ in O. MacDonagh, W.F. Mandle and
P. Travers (eds)rish Culture and Nationalism, 1750 — 19%0he Macmillan Press, London, 1983),
p.40.

186 Freeman’s Journal13 January 1855.

187 Malcolm, ‘Popular recreation in nineteenth-century Ireland,’” p.48.
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In addition to a reduction idrinking habits, as early d846 attendances at funerals,
patterns (celebrating the local patron saint) wakes were noted to be in decline due
to opposition from the Catholic Church, i¢h saw the last two in particular as
occasions liable to drunkennesexual immorality and brawling® Dancing was
frowned upon by the Catholic Church, amds squeezed out of the popular mind by a
disapproving clergy after the Famitfd.It was such retractions in leisure that led
Marcus de Burca to say that, in additionfisld games, traditional pastimes of rural
Ireland were amongst the majosualties of the Famirt&® Although the number of
fairs increased from 5,000 to 5,700 annually between 1845 —'19f&se events
became more focused as town-centred, ayeeavents with a much greater emphasis
on enterprise instead of enjoyment. Thpeople of all backgrounds in Ireland were
losing another key part of the social calar, in addition to a reduction in hurling,
drinking and Church-related satievents, all of which hegpexplain why any form of
healthy and purposeful recreation would haeen welcomed by all. The fact cricket
was one of them in part, although far fréufly, explains the game’s appeal.

This was seen in the formation oethlewtownards cricket club in 1858, when
it was noted: ‘A Cricket Club was was [pigreatly wanted in Newtownards during
the Summer months, as there was no place for amusement for young men to go to
after business hour&™ Likewise, the 11 Hussar officers stationed in Cahir arranged
some public amusements in the town in September 1862, with prizes being given for
stone throwing, sack and donkey racesvall as ‘playing at cricket.The Irish Times
glumly noted ‘A series of rare fun and asement will be afforded to the public on

the occasion'®®

1.2: Cricket's early supporby the military, CharlesLawrence and the Earl of

Carlisle

The military played an important part inetintroduction and early play of cricket in
Ireland in the late eighteenéimd early nineteenth centurid$eir playing of the game

was crucial in the years after the Famingpneading the game’s appeal and visibility

188 Hunt, Sport and Society in Victoriandland: the case of Westmeapip,216-217.
189Whelan, ‘The cultural effects of the Famine,’ p.144.

1 De BurcaThe GAA — A Historyp.5.

191 Malcolm, ‘Popular recreation in nineteenth-century Ireland,” pp.46-47.

192 Belfast News-Lette28 July 1858.

19 The Irish Times4 September 1862.
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from its limited playing base in a soci@esne devoid of othertarnative amusement.

It should be established from the outseitt tine support of thBritish Army, Viceroys

and other administrative figess appears to be for peral indulgence and enjoyment:

from all material consulted, no evidenagports the idea of ciet being introduced

to Ireland for political or insincere meanThe game offered amusement at a time
when there was little else to do, and the support of these groups should be measured
in terms of importance througirtoviding teams and rhetoricistificationto play the

game opposed to continually guesing their motives for play.

The British Army posted between 20,000 - 30,000 troops in Ireland in the
nineteenth centur}’* and it was natural for such a significant grouping of people to
have an impact on the local, regional aradional behaviours ahe nation. For the
Army, cricket offered exactly the same b#tsethat were supposedly being afforded
to British public schoolboys at this tim#ie game promoted (in theory) unity, spirit
and cooperatiof’> With soldiers often being based in remote districts with few social
amenities-° and with hundreds in lodgings at these bd$éswas no wonder that
cricket became popular amongst militgpgrsonnel. Games helped military men
wherever posted dismiss boredom, helpiiog assimilate new recruits and also
greasing the cogs of local administrative business and*fu@ffering standardised
rules, facilitating play both within battains and with rival Amy corps and indeed
local clubs, cricket would haverovided a significant social outlet for soldiers based
in Ireland. Men in the Tippera military barracks couldbe garrisoned for up to two
years at a timé&”®

Historians of Irish cricket have agm® upon the importance of the military in
giving initial impetus to the game’s gad. Michael O’'Dwyer’s work on cricket in
County Kilkenny argues that cricketvas introduced (passively, opposed to
deliberately) into Tipperary and Cork due to the military presence in these areas, with
locals then following suit by creating their own teadisSuch civilian teams sprung

up as there was a close relationship leetv officers based ibarracks and like-

19 s5iggins,Green Fields: Cricket in Ireland, 1792-200518.

1% Holt, Sport and the Britishp.205.

1% v/, Crossman, ‘The Army and law and order in the nineteenth century’ in T. Bartlett and K. Jeffrey
(eds),A Military History of Ireland(Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 1996), p.358.

1973, Gavin and S. O’DonneMjilitary Barracks Dundalk DFPP, Dundalk, 1999), p.12.

1% Holt, Sport and the Britishp.207.

19°'W.S. O’'SheaA Short History of Tipperary Military Barracks (Infantry) 1874-192Rhoenix
Publishing, Cashel Co. Tipperary, 1998), p.5.

20 o’Dwyer, The History of Cricket in County Kilkenny.12.
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minded, respectable citizens in the country$ideginforcing the idea of cricket
immediately post-Famine as a genteel spbthe gentry. Andrew Hignell has shown
this close relationship through crickbetween military menand local leading
gentlemen in Wales mid-century t88.Whilst newspaper records will always be far
from complete and show only a partial reggntation of cricketing participation, of
the 29 teams listed iprimary sources for 1846 1850, 11 were military teams,
showing the Army’s significance to natidnericket at this time. This proportion
loosely fits Tom Hunt's resee findings that showed th&86.29 percent of cricket in
Westmeath in the 1850s featured military participatfdrdowever, this does show
that cricket at this time, when militarpvolvement was at its highest, was still two-
thirds civilian, which shows the organic ctiea of cricket teams amongst local men.
A more detailed comparative analysistbé military’s importace can be found in
chapter two.

The military’s role in creating amusement in rural areas was important not just
to the soldiers but also the town in which they were garrisoned. Far from living in
isolation in barracks, Army battalionseeded local tens for buying goods,
amusement and everyday living as muchttes towns needed them in terms of
protection and trade. Pat Bell's workshahown that the Newbridge barracks in
Kildare was one such example of barsdikaving close relations with the local
town??** and another prominent example of the Army’s role in bringing amusement to
the Irish countryside is seen in the actions of tHf&G&meron Highlanders, who were
stationed in Nenagh in the late 1840s. At a social event in the town marking the
imminent departure of the battalion April 1850, Major Ferguson commented that
‘great stress has been laid ugbe impetus the Officers of the 7@ave given to the
sports and amusements thavéaenerally teen place hereé®® This was no doubt
even more attractive to military men dte the fine meals and sense of occasion
dining in Brundley’s Hotel in the town mustave afforded the participants after
hostilities had ceased. It was such effortgemerate leisure in ¢harea that led the

Nenagh Guardiano comment that they were:

201 E M. Spiers, ‘Army organisation and society in the nineteenth century’ in T. Bartlett and K. Jeffrey
(eds),A Military History of Ireland(Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 1996), p.342.

202 A Hignell, Cricket in Wales: an illustrated histof{niversity of Wales Press, Cardiff, 2008), p.21.

203 Hunt, Sport and Society in Victoriandland: the case of Westmeaph] 30.

204p_ Bell,Long shies and slow twisters: 150 years of cricket in Kilq@emplemills Press, Celbridge

Co. Kildare, 1993)p.57.

25 Nenagh Guardian10 April 1850.
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...proud to bear testimony to and recdre fact, that it is owing to the
convivial spirit, love ofsocial entertainment, artfthrmonious disposition, of

the gallant officers of the ¥9Cameron Highlanders, stationed in Nenagh, that
not alone this race [the Nenagh Races], which gave so much unalloyed
pleasure, but many other much reqdisemusements, which tended to cheer
the dull monotony of the town and itgighbourhood, has been creditably got
up and respectably carried out by themtact, they have been foremost since
they came amongst us in promotingrth and diffusing pleasure, by the
giving of balls, playing of ecket, and encouraging the sport of the turf in all

its diversified forms... for which they have gained the applause and the heart-
felt thanks of the people of Nenaghdaits vicinity, and which, we have no
doubt, shall long be remembered afteeir departure from amongst V8.

Such examples of the military bringingcs&l amusement to otherwise barren leisure
scenes and socialising with the respectadaal leaders would have been seen up and
down the country, showing the military’s impance in spreadingicket in Ireland, a
fact that would no doubt have only bemmhanced by the 1841 decision for all Army
barracks within the United Kingdom to haspecifically laid-outgrounds for cricket
for soldiers’ occupation and pleasfé.

The most explicit attempt to profitdm cricket in mid-century Ireland was
made by the professional cricketer, Charles Lawréffcaho exploited the early
enthusiasm for cricket in Ireland. He ddished an All Ireland / United Eleven of
Ireland teanf®® similar to the professional teams in existence in England at this time.
Lawrence was a fascinating individualhdaone of the three key individuals to
popularise cricket in Ireland, the others beting Earl of Carlisleas Viceroy and John
Lawrence, a sports shop owner in Dublin.

Charles played for Surrey, Middlesex, New South Wales as well as English
and Irish professional eleveirs his career, and in addition led the first Aboriginal
tour from Australia to England in 1868 A chance encounter saw William Clarke
meet Lawrence in London, knowing him frgenevious cricketing matches, and told

him he was looking for a professional foetRPhoenix club in Dublin. He began in

208 Nenagh Guardianl3 March 1850.

207 3. Major,More than a game: the story of cricket’s early yeg@arper Collins Publishers, London,
2007), p.176.

2% Charles Lawrence was sometimes referred to as GHaaleence, but for the sake of this thesis will

be referred to as the former.

209 The naming differs in reporting, but both signified Lawrence’s venture. For consistency, this team
will be referred to as the All Ireland Eleven.

20 A Mallett, The black lords of summer: the story of the 1868 Aboriginal tour of England and beyond
(University of Queensland Press, St Lucia Queensland, 2002), p.157.
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May 1851 and in course the Viceroy, the EafrlCarlisle, asked him to establish a
ground at the Vice Regal Lodge, then rgpion to support his initiation of a
professional All Ireland Eleven with plib support and groundprovision in this
venture?** Lawrence built this cricket ground f@arlisle at the Vice Regal Lodge
towards the end of the 18588, a highly significant development in terms of
spreading cricketing awareness and ngsits prestige furtlreby establishing a
national focus for the game.

One major difference between Irismda English cricket was the lack of
professional players in Ireland, meanitigat this team was supplemented by
amateurs. Nevertheless, following their ffirmatch against eighteen of Phoenix in
1856, Charles Lawrence took his roving team from Dublin to Cork in the south of the
country, after which the social element the game was noted by the ball in the
evening being ‘fdsionably attendedf*® Whilst the All Ireland Eleven was never
anywhere near as commercially successtulplaying as many games as such teams
on the mainland, the concept generated furthierest in the game, creating more
grand matches in the calendar in bothbin and the provinces following their
formation in 1856.

By the late 1850s, the All Ireland hadgaged teams in the north, east and
south of the country in challenge matchasnging spectacle to areas that would not
have had such matches before, playilghematches by thend of the 1857 season,
winning them alf** By this season, Lawrence hagen engaged as the Phoenix
professional for seven seasdfisHe spread cricketingnowledge amongst the elite
players in Dublin at this time through coaufpiin addition to his exploits with the All
Ireland. In part he must take credit for furihg the game in Irefad to the extent that
by 1859 all players in the All Ireland weftgsh-born, a fact symptomatic of the
progress of the game in the 1850s in terms of standard and entht/Siaamrence
was also heavily involved in organising Elsblteams to tour Ireland, possible by his
connections as a Londonand to benefit his own psonal finances, arranging

English teams including the MCC and theitdd Eleven of England (amongst others)

21 bid., pp.63-64.

212 |pid., p.23.

23Nenagh Guardian20 September 1856.
24 Freeman’s Journal30 September 1857.
25 Freeman’s Journal24 June 1857.
Z1°Belfast News-Letted June 1859.
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to tour in the decad®’ The All Ireland Eleven, undehe management of Lawrence,

had been overseas tourists themselvehisperiod, going to Scotland on tour. Yet
their real influencday within the island of Irelad, being described as the second
most important establishment only to PhoenixThey played 21 games between their
debut in 1856 and 186%° fuelling an appetite for #n game and the commercial

possibilities that so many others latchaato, which sometimes led to a perceived
exploitation by Charles Lawrené@.

As a result of his efforts in develo cricket in Ireland, a testimonial was
held for him in October 1857, ‘in order to mark the approbation of the credit due to
him in the advancement of cricket in Irelaftf. However, not many people attended
this match, with a subsequent testimonialypd in June 1858 tveeen the All Ireland
and twenty-two of Dublin. Poor fortunerstk again, with Charles Lawrence losing
money from this matcff? If he did not receive the edit he was due in terms of
attendance at his testimoniasd subsequent financial béihewhat was clear to the
Irish Timesin 1859 was his immense impact iregpding the game’s popularity. They
suggested another attemptaatestimonial for Lawrence, teecognise the efforts of
one who had worked so hard ‘to bring fordia game that was $ittle known before
he came to Ireland,” with the paper wantingn@ark their sense of gratification at the
manner in which he has brought cricket te standing it holds at present in this
country.??3

Lawrence created a desire for otheofpssionals to enhance the quality of
play in Ireland after his depare. In contrast to Lawree, Flanagan and Doyle (both
Irish men) were praised by tl&eeman’s Journaln September 1863 for staying in
Ireland to develop cricket opposed to going to England where they could earn
more??* whilst another professional, Heighes the North of Ireland club, gained
reward for his endeavours in his role byrigepresented with talent money at the end
of the All Ireland Eleven versus North of Ireland sixteen match in Septembef*863.

Dublin University always had a minimum of two professionals from 1863 onwards

217 5iggins,Green Fields: Cricket in Ireland, 1792-200%20.

Z8The Irish Times12 July 1861.

219 hid.

220 geeThe Irish Times6 September 1860 for an example of such complaints.
221 Ereeman’s Journal5 October 1857.

22 Freeman’s Journall8 June 1858.

22 The Irish Times] September 1859.

224 Freeman’s Journal8 September 1863.

22> Belfast News-Lette21 September 1863.
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and indeed three per year by the 18804l of these later professionals owed a
gratitude to Lawrence for eating the market for thegervices, although the number
of professionals never came anywheear matching those in England.

Charles Lawrence, esteemed professianal catalyst to the game nationwide,
left Ireland and sailed for Australia part of H.H. Stephenson’s 1861 - 1862 t&r.
He was to return to Britain in 1868 at thealeof an Aboriginal tour that generated
over £2,000 profit for hiFi®® After this, he returned to Australia to coach the
Melbourne Club, a posith he held for a further thirty yeasS.He lived to the age of
88 before dying in 1978° having had a large influencetrjast on the history of Irish
but also Australian cricket.

If Charles Lawrence had the greatestaeipon the field of @y in Ireland in
the 1850s and early 1860s, then the individdao had the most significant impact
off it was the Viceroy, the Earl of Qele. Although by mid-century the post of
Viceroy was mainly ceremoniéir his ability to influenceelite leaders of society
during his office in Ireland between 18551858 and then 1859 - 1864 was still
significant. The importance of elites in developing cricket in its infancy in Canada,
Philadelphia and India has been highlighté@nd Andrew Hignell has shown how
the Marquess of Bute was integral to ttevelopment of Cardiff CC and the game in
general in this area as patr land leaser and funder amother part of the kingdom
mid-century?>®

Carlisle demands recognition for his iagb on Irish cricket. It should be
clarified that from all material consulted, and in similarity to the Army’s play as
outlined, there was no official policy to promote cricket in Ireland from central
government administration. This is in likesds Indian crickes development where
there was no official governme policy to promote the gani& The benefit that

Carlisle bestowed was indirect and was thulis personal enjoyment and indulgence

226 M.H.A. Milne, N.P. Perry and M. Halliday history of Dublin University C@Dublin University
Cricket Club, Dublin, 1982), p.18.

22" The Irish Times21 September 1861.

228 The 1868 tour made profit of over £2,000. J. Mulvaney and R. Har&rizket walkabout — the
Australian Aboriginal crcketers on tour 1867 — @81acmillan, London, 1988), p.193.

222 Hone,Cricket in Ireland pp.19-20.

20 Mallett, The black lords of summep.157.

21| yons,Ireland since the Faming.72.

232 Richard Cashman in India, lan Tyrell in Philadelphia and David Cooper in Canada all show the
importance of elites in the early spread of cridkethese areas. D. Coope€anadians Declare “It
Isn't Cricket”: A Century of Rejection of the Imperial Game, 1860-196@adarnal of Sport History
Vol. 26, No. 1 (Spring 1999), pp.60-61.

23 Hignell, Cricket in Wales: an illustrated histarp.24.

%34 Davis, ‘Irish Cricket and Nationalism,” p.78.
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of the game; this point is reinforced when one considers the lack of patronage and
endorsement the game experienced whaenon-cricketing Viceroy was in office,
again undermining the idea of a centraliséeliberate, organised implantation or
colonial project to indoctnate through cricket.

Carlisle enjoyed cricket for its own sakgartaking as a scorer in games and
attending matches, whilst also hostingtchas at the Vice Regal Lodge, and thus
there was an informal utilisation of goverant property to promote the game at a
personal level. He oversaw consideragleund improvements at the Vice Regal
Lodge’s cricket ground ovehe winter of 1860 - 1863 and regularly kept score at
many high profile matches. Carlisle wdsdicated, for evethough it was raining
significantly at the Vice Regal versus Phoematch of late July 1861, he never once
left his post in observing the garfi.He possessed his own private cricket féht,
which again would have created a sociadmebience for other p@ns attending the
game and affirming a positive view of the sport for any newcomers.

Yet Carlisle’s enthusiasm was not just passive or reticent; he was also an
active promoter and participargersonally playing in gam&8 whilst also being a
patron of certain clubs. The \li Service club possessed therd Lieutenant as their
benefactor, and claimed they owed theiistence to Carlie upon their foundatioft’

In addition, Carlisle patronised the Bray cricket club upon its opéfiingith the
grounds in Bray being called the Carlisle groumddune of this year, surely after and
in homage to the Lord Lieutenant for his encouragefifént.

His patronage became more overt than merely attending or hosting games
from 1857, when he patronised the All ImdaEleven versus twéntwo of Dublin
and District game, the first significant ganmelreland in terms of promotion. Five
front-page ads were run in tiieeeman’s Journaf** whilst the newsaper sought to
elicit further interest in the game by broadcasting the support of Carlisle and other

notable individuals iDublin society, saying:

25 Freeman’s Journal30 April 1861.

2% Freeman’s Journal25 July 1861.

%37 Freeman’s Journal]l October 1862.

238 Belfast News-Letted 6 July 1861.

2% Freeman’s Journal22 May 1863.

29The Irish Times5 May 1863.

21 The Irish Times6 June 1863.

242 Freeman’s Journal27 June; 29 June; 1 July; 3 July; 4 July 1857.
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We understand that the Lord Lieutenahe most liberal patron and supporter
of the game, has signified his atien of attending, to withness the match.
This, besides the distinguished patronafall the commanding officers in
Dublin, cannot fail to prove an additional attractféh.

It seems as though Carlisle’s patronage emerest in the game encouraged, or at
least justified, support from other elites bdse and around Dubliat this time, with
this game in 1857 having publicised patrg@and support from Carlisle, two Lords
and five officer$** Carlisle similarly led the patronage of the much-vaunted All
Ireland Eleven in two separate games oviaua-day period versus the twenty-two of
the county of Dublin and then twenty-tvadficers of the Dublin Garrison in June
1859, where the patronage list had grown fitten eight listed in the 1857 match to
fourteen for the 1859 instalment, with timsatch placing six front-page adverts in the
Freeman’s Journaf*® This match was to be further boosted by performances by the
band of every garrison battaliéff, highlighting the prestigious nature of the game
and also the scramble to be associated iwitlh was such an increasingly interesting
social spectacle that surely also lednicreased spectatorship by non-cricketing male
players and indeed women, as there wa® more to occupy oneself with if not
particularly interested in the game itsdifnitation and reciprocation of Carlisle’s
patronage continued into the 1860s bgHrelites from this starting poifit’

The efforts of Carlisle and the imgt his patronage Hawere noted by a
contemporary, Arthur Samuels, who sawe thse of cricket in the mid-to-late
nineteenth century from schoolboy to elgieggentleman. Speaking in 1888 in Dublin,
he noted that during the &&royalty of Carlisle, ‘crickt in Ireland flourished and
made greater stridesath at any other period® Carlisle was noted to have invested
much in the Vice Regal grounds and hoditawith good lunches always provided,
which would have boosted the sense of docasf cricket at the Lodge and drawn
aspiring and inquisitive watchers of tgame from the higher echelons of society.

Carlisle provided a game or two evemgek during the crickeseason, according to

243 Freeman’s Journal4 July 1857.

> pid.

245 Freeman’s Journal27 May; 28 May; 1 June; 2 June; 3 June; 6 June 1859.

246 Freeman’s Journal28 May 1859.

247 Aside from the Lord Lieutenant, no fewer than thirteen significant individuals and three groups of
officers from the various regiments in Dublin were advertised attending the All England Eleven versus
twenty-two of Ireland match in Septermb&860 in pre-game advertisement®hé Irish Times 27
August 1860) and the following year saw eight Lords or Ladies plus one knight of the realm join the
Viceroy in the pavilion in an April match, where Carlisle was scoring the g@ihes Itish Times29

April 1861).

248 samuelsEarly cricket in Ireland p.16.
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Samuels, whilst the associations and cotiaes cricket could bring to the Viceroy
through cricketing patronage veeconsiderable, with Casle ‘never’ forgetting a
cricketer; when acquaintances were madewould subsequentlgiways recognise
such men ‘in a marked and friendly manrféf.This endorsement of the importance
of Carlisle by Samuels can be cross-referenced with Bo#h Irish Timesand
Freeman’s Journain the 1860$>°

Whilst the support of the thestically-leading politicia in Irish society might
have proved beneficial for cricket’s develogmb, this enthusiasm and even obsession
of Carlisle’s was ridiculed implaces, being mocked as lgaas 1861 in an article by
the Belfast News-Letter a Unionist publication - idiscussing his fulfilment of his
roles as Lord Lieutenant. It referred ttee ‘grave responsibilities of cricket’” whilst
important matters of the day were devehgpand Irish men ofllaclasses of religion
were being ill-served by a Viceroy arking cricket at a pleasant matéR''These
attacks extended into Parliament itself in Lon@8rit was such degradations that led
The Irish Times- another Unionist publication - tonclude in September 1863 that
‘In Ireland we find Lord Carlisle’s popularitgn the wane. People are tired of him.
Something more is expected of a Viceroy than a daily attendance at bazaars, cricket
matches, flower shows and such lik&'Such a line was repeated in tBelfast
News-Lettef>* Yet these attacks again highlighe support and enthusiasm Carlisle
had for the game, crucial for its incrawap popularity, which was encouraged and
evolved in Ireland in the early years of the decade.

These systemic and continued politiattacks continued into the mid-decade,
the Belfast News-Letteof 4 July 1864 taking him téask for not undertaking his
responsibilities in the coumt properly, being, amongsither things, too keen at
scoring at cricket matches opposed to thoge matters of the day as the Queen’s
representative in Irelarfd® This was repeated in tfide Irish Timesn this month for
refusing to attend the Exhtmn of Irish Products and Ntafacturers in the summer

of 1864, even though he had the time to go to cricket matthEsen when under

249 |pid., p.16.
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political pressure, his enthusiasm for thengadid not relent, for in the Annual Report
of the Commissioners of Education irllnd for the year 1863 - 1864, presented to
Carlisle at the time of these complaintsywas noted that ‘in consequence of your
Excellency’s recommendation to us we saa a cricket ground to be formed at
Portora, the expense of which, in consempeeof the hilly nature of the ground, much
exceeded what was at first anticipated’ regarding the Enniskillen Royal Sghael.
James Kelly has shown, leaders in late eaudglern Ireland did naise levers of state
to promote individual sporfs® and aside from this intervention to aid this school and
the more general usage of the Vice Regaligds for matches as well as Vice Regal
endorsements of the game, no direct utilisaof government resources can be found
to support cricket.

Carlisle was replaced as Viceroy the autumn of 1864 and died in the
December. With this, Ireland had lost thecond of its three crucial patrons, ruling
during the rapid and systematic expansibericket in the key years of 1859 — 1864,
and for a while after the coumtlacked the significant &lership of th Viceroy in
cricket. Indeed, upon the new Viceroy'&etion, Lord Wodehouse was advised to be
different and indeed dispense of thoseirt members whose main functions were to
score at cricket or physically plalge game even in a newspaper liHee Irish Times
whose support of the game was unequivétalhese were mildly worrying times for
supporters of cricket.

The new Viceroy, Lord Wodehouse, attdatpto keep up the pretence of
cricket interest and engagement, by @aising John Lawrence’s contracting of the
United South of England to plawenty-two of Ireland in May 186%° But there was
a notable decline, even death, of thee/Regal Eleven in the years 1865 and 1866,
with seemingly little interest from the Viagr in the pursuit of cricket. Such thoughts
were articulated by thEreeman’s Journalwho said that inthe period 1864 — 1866,
under Lord Wodehouse, cricket ‘languished’ in DuBfth.That cricket was not
sustained and its support varied betwetice holders again debunks the idea of the
game as a colonial implementation, as lyuteere would have been consistency of

provision if this was &entralised policy.

%7 The Irish Times14 July 1864.

28 Kelly, Sport in Ireland p.349.
#9The Irish Times4 October 1864.

20 Freeman’s Journal22 April 1865.
%1 Freeman’s Journal29 August 1866.
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With the appointment of a new Viceroy, the Marquess of Abercorn in July
1866 and the re-establishment of the Vice Regal ElevenFtéeman’s Journal
hoped cricket ‘will again become, not only a favourit [sic] but a fashionable g&me.’
The fact that the game did find favour agsimws that the gantead modest roots by
the mid-1860s that would not allow an easy or sudden demise. The 1Z versus Phoenix
twelve match in August 1866 saw a returritte glory days of Carlisle — with pomp,
ceremony and many individuals of promicerattending the game, led by Abercorn
and his family. The pavilion was noted ‘asowded by gentlemen interested in the
game,’ the match being called the one thatl excited the most interest ever in
Dublin for cricket?®® Abercorn’s apparent personal interest in the game was
highlighted, watching the play of the Pimbeand Roebuck match of 1866 for some
time?®* with his support continuing for the IZersus Gentlemen of Ireland match
concluding the tour in September 1888Cricket in Ireland finished the year on a
high with prominent support re-establishedpezsally in light ofthe IZ tour games
that were played this month.

Following Carlisle’s deathrhe Irish Timeswho had savaged him for his
cricketing enthusiasms in the twilight oshieign in the autumof 1864, called him in
1866 ‘the greatest supporter itiftket] ever had in Irelancind saying that his efforts
had been one of the main casisef the game’s success by 1888 .Political

opportunism is evidently not a recenvd®pment in newspaper reporting.

1.3: Patronage of cricket through @unds provision - paternalism, control

mechanism or concern for the common man?

Patronage of cricket in supplying fieldanthes and general enthusiasm for the game
for both the richer and poorer memberssoiciety had existed since the game’s
inception. The major benefactors of thapgly of fields, houses and lunches for
cricket in the mid-century were surely thite members of society as local patrons

would regularly provide their grounds fdahe playing of cricket by the richer

262 hid.
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members of Irish society —slu as Mr Brundley in NenagH and the Parnell family

at Avondale for prominent matches aeithdemesne in Wicklow — whilst more
irregularly significant indiviluals like the Viceroy or @n the Mayor of Belfaét®
would contribute fields under their juristimn for major games. Although there might
have been working-class players in th@gmmes and no doubt some working-class
spectators, the likelihood is that such dsemere aimed predominantly at the richer
members of society.

Lord Lurgan offers an interesting exampmif such provision for cricket at his
demesne of Brownlow House in Jul856, hosting a game between Belfast and
Rathfriland. A large assembly attended, utlthg Francis Lesliethe High Sheriff of
County Down, with meats provided by Mrhompson of Belfast. It is Lurgan’s
interest in cricket which is really illumitiag however, as he mentioned in his after-
game speech after the evening meal thdtdped that such a game would be the first
of many meetings betweer #lose who had attended.éHvas himself only a novice
at cricketing; he liked the sport, howeybecause it was manly, and because it was
one of all others in whiclny of them might feel proutb be engaged’ reported the
Belfast News-Lettem comment which was greeteith applause by his audien€?.

However, it would be misleading to think that by this time in the late 1850s
that cricket was a national obsession; it \aagame played by all classes, but in a
patchwork of localities. The move that woukéd to the greater playing of cricket in
the 1860s through increased provision ofdgelorganisation of games or funding of
teams was noted in 1858 in a letter tbe Timesin London, reproduced in the

Freeman’s Journal

| have often been puzzled to make out hber resident gentry in the south of
Ireland pass their time... They seemlitee in a sort of strenuous idleness
within these [their houses’] wallsnd only pass beyond them in pursuit of
field sports, or when visiting theeighbouring gentry, or going a journey.
There is no... hearty chats with farmers or their families, no persons coming to
‘the house’ for assistance or advice, no parish business — in short, no
intercourse or communion with the qme outside the wall and the gate,
except casually and accidentally. There ap county cricket matches as in

%71t was said about the Nenagh CC versus constabulary game in 1851: ‘The play came off in a well-

adapted field, kindly given upothis, as upon all occasions, when any play or merry-making takes
place — by Mr D. BrundleyNenagh Guardian24 September 1851.

%8 The Mayor of Belfast, Thomagerner, granted ground in 1855 for a match between the Belfast
Garrison and the Belfast CC at OrmeRalfast News-Lettedl June 1855.

29 Belfast News-Lette25 July 1856.
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England, no curling matches as ino8and, where all ranks mix on equal

terms?’°

It would be such an embrace of cricketle 1860s and an increasing patronage that
would lead to the game becoming a truly ol pastime, and thisse of patronage

is the most striking development of ti860s regarding the asteof cricket in
Ireland. Patronage was similarly importamtEngland, but less prevalent in Wafés.

In Ireland, far poorer than the mainlandaasglined in the introduction, this funding
and provision of cricket was crucial imgaining why cricketeveloped in popularity
and play across the whole of sociggographically and socio-economically.

The most visible way that this patrggmanifested itself was through the
provision of grounds, although it also inclad#he provision ofunches, equipment
and other important facilitators of plain the early 1860s, those providing grounds
included dukes, knights of the realm, MBsunties’ high sheriffs and Army officers,
with grounds provision sweeping across thieole country from counties Antrim,
Down and Cavan in Ulster, through tbelly of Ireland inTipperary, King’'s and
Queen’s counties, right dowto the south of CorK? This was a significantly higher
offering and allocation of grounds than was seen even in the late 1850s, and
undoubtedly increased the playing and accessdhketrthat was to be so disrupted in
later years during the land wars whemmmunal good will and leasing of grounds
was to decrease. This provision maintained itself from the early 1860s until 1878.

Without detailed biographical knowdge of players’ backgrounds in a
national, macro study, it is impossibleknow what percentagef players belonged
to different social classes, but it couldtearly be assumed that many of the people
who accessed grounds through the generositgaaii magnates would have been of
humbler origin than the elitwho enjoyed games at thec¥iRegal ground in Dublin.
This increasing provision of grounds was dmubt influenced by the enthusiasm of

Carlisle as well as the general momant and frenzy that was increasingly

20 Freeman’s Journal31 December 1858.

"1 1n England, cricket was supported by the aristocracy, landlords and upper-middle classes who were
convinced of the social value oficket, and many teams in England were ‘sustained by local charity.’
See K.A.P. Sandiford, ‘England’ in B. Stoddart and K.A.P. Sandiford (&#®),Imperial Game —
Cricket, Culture and SocietfManchester University Press, Manchester, 1998), p.12 and p.24. All
classes of Victorians were encouraged to play crickeheir social and cultal leaders and leadership
came from the Church, aristocraagd crown but the majority of ®iorian CCs struggled financially
and relied upon local donations or fundraising (SandifGratket and the Victoriangp.2-3 and p.56).

In Wales, landlord and industrial patronage was the ‘exception rather than the rule’ (ligokdt in
Wales: an illustrated historyp.72).

272 please see appendix seven for examples.
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manifesting in cricketing reports and edigls in newspapersFor example, the
Lurgan Demesne were playing within the grounds of Lord Lurgan by 1865, ‘who
gives every encouragement to the spdftAnother case study of the patronage and
physical play of Lord Massereene is showcased in chapter two, and again shows a

leading member of Irish society providiggounds and enthusiasm for cross-class
play.

The clearest explanation as to whydh men of power and standing were
becoming increasingly supportiaad visible in their criketing provision was voiced
by J.P. Hennessy, MP, in presenting two bats to the Clara CC with a silver plate
engraving signifying his bestowal in 18682pon the presentation, he was noted to

have said:

| beg to present you with a pair of dat bats, and | do so mainly because it
gives me the opportunity of expressing hearty approval of all country
sports and pastimes. It is not only because such sports increase the vigour of
the body and relieve the anxiety of thenththat they deserve to be promoted.
They have, particularly ifreland, a higher claim evahan this to the support

of all classes. Every rgjious creed and every pardystinction in this county

is to be found represented in youulz| and yet you mix together, in the most
friendly manner, on that little piead common ground that lies around your
wickets. Believe me, such intimate intercourse of such classes which, until a
recent period, were widely separatealjst be productive of good feeling in

the country, and may lead to natibnasults of no small magnitude. |
earnestly hope that those who agrathwne in approving of popular sports
and pastimes will endeavoto establish, beforehg, in this county, not only
more clubs such as yours, but alsogwery parish, a good foot-ball club and a
good hurling club, or any of those whadese, innocent games that the people
formerly enjoyed so much, but whiare now, unfortunately, neglected.

Even if elite investment vealess than what they weirevesting in hunting circle$
this financial support still helped furthéhe game. Improving social conditions led

the way in allowing this increasing cawot and encouragement, with numerous

23 Handbook 1865-6p.48.

24 The Irish Times12 November 1862.

275 Thirty members of the Queen’s County Hunt hatirmer in late Decembéi864, where fine wine

and food was enjoyed, with £450 subscribed to building a town hall in Maryborough (current-day
Portlaoise). Land for building the hall was leasedfree, for ever, by Mr Thomas Turpifite Irish

Times 3 January 1865). Similarly, the Marchioness of Ormonde donated £100 to the Kilkenny Hunt in
January 1865The Irish Times26 January 1865). There was alsossrfertilisation of sports at this

time too, with the Limerick Hunt Cup raced for £60 at the Great Munster Annual Race meeting on 18
and 19 September 1865he Irish Times3 July 1865). Riders had to be from the Co Limerick Hunt or
Harriers, showing an air of exclusivity.
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historians showing the positive relationships between ruler and ruled at this time,
contradicting many popular stereotypedtad evil landlord. As William Vaughan has
noted, the period between the early 185048 kate 1870s was onef ‘agricultural

prosperity®’®

which would have produced me harmonious relationships, and
Samuel Clark has termed this period afiéaccommodationbetween landlord and
tenant with a great improvement in the relationship in the decades before the land
wars of the late 18704’ The view of the distant failord, ignorant and uncaring of

his charges has generally been dismisséti, landlords and tenants often sharing the
same interests: they did not live in completely alien wdtitisikewise, there was
some workplace patronage and provision byesgJibut this was less than that through
grounds provision across the country for lodabs and will be addressed later in this
chapter.

Some felt that there was a need to provide amusement for the less fortunate in
society in the mid-Victorian period. Ithough it is difficult to establish how
widespread this sentiment was there isaiely evidence of paternalism at this time
in Ireland, with a Working Classes’s&ociation existent in Belfast by 1852.The
Earl of Belfast made an impassioned pbeabehalf of the wiking-class population
of the city in this year, calling for the ddepment of an Athenaeum in likeness to the
ones existing in Liverpool and Manchestéte began by sayinghat ‘Amongst
persons of all classes in this town | héwend prevalent a consciausss that there is
yet something wanting to its greatness, accompanied by a desire to remedy the

deficiency of which they are coeisus...” before going on to decry:

What sources of amusement, what nseainrecreation are afforded them? Not
one. In case of a holiday, there is not a single inducement held out to the
humbler classes to abstain from itigy the public-houseThey have no
people’s park, such as exist in many large towns; they have not even space for
a wholesome game of cricket. In the evening, the Theatre is closed, or, if it be
occasionally open, the performances are not such as to convey the great moral
lessons of the drama; they have no means of hearing music, they have no
library to visit, no lectures to atid. Thus unprovided, who can blame them
should they resort to the debasinggdures of drunkenness and sensuality?
Do not let me be told that such is theiclination, and that they will continue

278 \7aughan)andlords and tenant.17.

277 3, Clark, Social Origins of the Irish Land Wa(Princeton University Press, Princeton, 1979),
pp.153-155.
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279 Belfast News-Lette26 April 1852.
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in their old habits in spit of your efforts? This ph does not relieve us from
doing our duty in using our efforts in their behaff®.

Such calls for intervention for the bettermeh people’s lives byhe Earl of Belfast
in 1852 were acted upon, with the town Béllymoney serving as an interesting
example. The retiring manager of thelf@st Bank in Ballymoney, Mr Hugh Small,
had ‘secured the affection and esteemlb§ections and classes of the Ballymoney
community’ in November 1856 for his ‘urihg exertions to promote the social,
moral and religious interests of the towrnwhich he lived.” An industrial school had
been established in Ballymoney, with considerable endowment of £120 being
collected in the year 18551856, presumably from thedal landlords, gentry and
middle-class citizens. Over 30 boys had b&ken from the streets and engaged in
industrial education. It wasommented with pride thafThese boys, who were once
notorious, a pest to society, and a disgrtacthe town, are now industrious in their
habits and cleanly in their persons... tragitheir minds, by intelligent and religious
studies, to be useful to themselves andesdihg to their benefactors. — (Applause).’
It was this very town that had described ttime as ‘an age gdrogress,’ boasting of
their development of a cricket and publiakp@én addition to other amenities. It was
noted that the funding for these symbols of progress had come from ‘liberal
contributions,” especially from the late Earl of Antrdiii. The result of such
generosity was ‘good feely’ amongst all classes, amgst which ‘the greatest
cordiality exists.” Cricket, in addition to other improvements, was therefore benefiting
from the pockets of significant individuals in Ballymoney, which correlates with the
benevolent paternalism of the working sdas in England at this time by patrons
across the Irish Chani8 and again reinforces a developing sense of community
pride in Ireland in local areas that woutdreasingly be centdearound cricket clubs.
The supposed benefit of these mtions was well reported. Th&eeman’s
Journalreported a story as eprhs 1851 where a local judgeLancashire had noted
that crime was ‘very light’ in a neighboung county, where cricket was played a great
deal. He drew a correlation between lowrg and cricket playing, and recommended
subsequent greaterayl in Lancashiré® Whether this type of paternalism and

gregarious concern was for the benefitthe common man himself or for the
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betterment of the local area which would alsen benefit the patron is hard to know.
But patronage of cricket was increasingandem with concern for the working man,
with the Earl of Antrim becoming president of the Ballymoney cricket club in
18562%* an act which would be replicated muctore in the decade to come by elite
individuals and the gentry panising cricket clubs.

Whilst it is clear that the richest wereopiding cricket, it is right to question
why they would have done $or the less well-off in stety beyond mere altruism or
paternalism. Cricket could b&een as a form of social control, and at one extreme
Trotsky’s view of employing sport tadistract men from politics could be
considered® although its usage at this time iristhvay would seem unlikely due to
the relative social and patal harmony that pervaded the years between 1848 -
1878.

More generously, cricketing provision Wld be seen as a concern for the
common man rather than an attempt @mtool him. The desirdo influence and
maintain local order and goodwill is a valid suggestion for cricket; as Neil Tranter has
shown, sport on the mainland was seen aecial control in a number of different
ways such as providing an alternatite drink, by distracting men from radical
politics and crime and by encouraging a tgedegree of sociaohesion through the
association of different asses at sporting evet Cricket was used on the mainland
to theoretically break down class barriéfsand whatever hypocrisies might have
been embedded within this practice, it isazlthat men in Iretal were also reflecting
this custom. Echoing Keith Sandifordsbservation of paternalism driving many
successful individuals to eslgsh cricket clubs caterintgp the working classes and
enlightening local pric& was no doubt a genuine cemo for local tenants and
individuals who could bengffrom the healthy, morabhnd temperance virtues of
cricket being increasingly perpetuated tine decades under investigation. This
concern was certainly shown in landloréslucational provision on their estates, as
even after the establishmeoit the national schools, lalmlds were still involved in

educational provision on estates througimegal oversight, leasings, teachers’ pay,
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building constructions, recittnent and training thereafteappointing managers and
overseeing curriculum contefif.

Cricket in Ireland was probably more about the carrot than the stick. It is
unlikely that landlords or prominent indiluals sought absolutely no personal or
communal gain from their investmentsyping no doubt for easy rental collections
and favourable electoral returns in a coumity devoid of aggresion or threats.
However sociological control theories of a matrix developed to imprison the lIrish
masses just doesn’t seem right in lightttod current historiogrdgical view of these
men. Landlords were not the vampires as sometimes portrayed, and in addition to
their concern for educational standams their land as shown above, in many
instances they have been shown to twecerned and disposed to generating positive
local relations. One example of this wolle of the Curraghmore gathering of 1865
for Lord Waterford’s coming of age celations on his estate which saw over 700
individuals including the peasantry attendihawWaterford declaring his care for the
well-being of his tenants?

Whatever their motives for provision, the donation of cricketing grounds,
facilities, funds and rhetorical support fiie playing of the game by the richest half
of Irish society extended and opened thengaup to all in Irednd. Without this
patronage, cricket would have remaimpeddominantly the game of the elite.

2. Societal movements justihg the playing of cricket

2.1: A manly, noble, healgrand health-giving pursuit

The elites in Irish society would undoubtedigve been attracte cricket by its
increasing overtures of being a mantydanoble game. Theddeas about being a
manly man and extolling manliness in cricket have rightly been researched in
themselves by Max Davidson in his workoking at the histogr of manliness in

Yorkshire crickef®® Davidson highlights how crudéests have been used for

289 3. McEntee, ‘Learning from tHandlord? Primary education on the great estates in mid-nineteenth-
century Ireland’ in D. Dickson, J. Pyz and C. Shepard (#is), classrooms and British Empi(&our
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generations of men to show their stréngt society, using Ldy Macbeth’s probing
guestion of ‘Are you a man?as a provoking start point totroduce a challenge that
has been laid before almost all mensaime point as ‘an etnal contest.” The
goalposts and ways of proving this haeastantly moved, and men have had to take
the ‘temperature of the times’ to decide hthey would succeed in the latest form to
avoid relegation to aecond tier of manhodd® That cricket was onef the few ways

of showing oneself as a manly man ire tmid-century due to a lack of sporting
alternatives was tbenefit the game’s popaiiity and standing.

These associations between cricket amhliness were established early in
this period of investigation. In 1848 Que¥ittoria was reported to have initiated
training for the Prince of Wales in the ‘su@nd mysteries of the healthful and manly
game of crickef®® whilst Mr Young, MP for Cavan, was free to acknowledge in a
public toast at the Vginia regatta in 1846 that he svéan ardent admirer of manly
sports, such as cricket, archery, boatfigAs such, the symbolism of cricket as an
outlet for manliness existed from the earliest years of this thesis.

David Newsome has written extensively ors ttopic, and his work found that
by the 1870s striving for manliness had become ‘cultish’ and by the end of the
nineteenth century had almdstcome a cardinal virttf€® Such rhetoric manifested
itself in Ireland, particularly in the 1850s and 1860s. Freeman’s Journathanked
Charles Lawrence for making this ‘manly and interesting game popular in this
country’ upon reporting his testimonial match in 18%8and Sligo School Cricket
Club were fortunate in receiving £5 from Lord Palmerston in May 1862, in admiration
of the ‘manly game,” an investment thatsara@ported in all three of the major national
newspapers under investigat as well as the rurdienagh Guardiai® Requisite
clothing for cricketers and wers — in an advert atied ‘Manly sports’ — was
provided by Kenny and Owens, mernhaailors, in Dublin in 1866 In separate
eulogies,The Irish Timesvas keen to decry cricket as ‘one of the most manly and

292 Davidson We'll get ‘em in sequingp.1-2.
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athletic of all game$® in 1861, but a bigger commendation had come the year

before, where it was stated that:

It is an exhilarating ah manly game, tending to encourage that muscular
development which until lately halseen too much neglected... Cricket,
moreover, brings men together, claipshare formed, and by these societies
are rulect®

It was also made clear bByhe Irish Timeghat ‘cricket must ever be a fashionable
pastime for gentlemen’ in comparing it widinchery, which could be undertaken by
both sexed™ Cricket's place as the sign ofianhood was thus strengthened and
assured in the 1860s, cementing if not everthering its place as the sport of
courageous men copying the bond of strbogy and purity of heart and mind that
was developing momentum at this tifnemid-nineteenth century Britaiti?

In addition to manliness, crickst’ nobility was extolled and became
synonymous with the game itself. Th\enagh Guardiarcommented in 1849 that
‘We are glad to see this noble gamensach patronised in Ireland this yearand by
1854 theBelfast News-Lettefelt even more self-confident, when commenting ‘We
are gratified to perceive that this nebhnd manly game is taking up the position
which it ought to occupy in this country’* By 1859, The Irish Timesad singled
cricket out as being ‘the noble gani®’echoed in theBelfast News-Lettewhich
praised the spirit ‘of fair play which so distinguishes the gathatlding a brush of
arrogance and reassurance to one’s adsmtiaith a game so refined and dignified.
The nobility of the game and its demarcata@manly were oftereported together as
a type of double blessing which was seaqfiently in newspaper reporting across
these years and into the 1860s. This wobbve been a patlarly attractive
proposition to the elite in society whim turn would have cascaded this idea
throughout society through their patronagea worthy, respectful and manly pursuit

for all Irish men.
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The healthy qualities of cricket took on m&oyms. At its most simple level it
saw generic rhetorical justification espedsabout the game, but such thinking was
increasingly underpinned byedhsupport of doctors, resehers and educators. The
effect of this saw cricketn@wball to a vehicle for widepublic health making it not
only a popular but socially-useful game.

The mid-Victorian period was a time afcreasing concern about issues of
health, where cricket served asiseful antidote to fears afvariety of ailments - be
they physical, mental or even what midig termed moral. This was a theme that
developed as the years between 1848 — IB6Gressed. The health-giving qualities
of cricket were evident irish society as early as 1848nd indeed before), being
described as ‘the healthfand manly game of cricket” Such rhetoric continued
throughout the 1850s, but came to incredgirmgescendo intdhe 1860s. In May
1860, on the opening of the cricket season, it was statétdyrish Times

There is no more manly or spirdtirring exercise - none which more
strengthens the limbs and increaties speed and vigour of youth... Cricket
offers almost the only athletic exesei which is withinthe reach of the
numerous youth of our citf®

A similar piece in 1861 also spoke of thedfth of body and mustarity of limb, and

those friendships among the young which will last when the bat is thrown aside, an
[sic] the ball thrown to other hand§® Such enthusiastic editorial pieces typified the
general healthy rhetoric of cricket g years of this thesis develop.

Yet this justification did not just relat® the physical or the abstract; there
were supposedly clear mental benefits to be gained from cricket too. Boasting about
the development of cricket in schoolghich had experienced huge growth in
popularity in the early 1860s, it was noted aoly in English univesities but also in
Irish ones that ‘the most successful inrbiy contests are nahe pale, cloistered,
worn-out students, but those who have soumglhiealthful exercise, under the free air,
that renovation which nature demands for the mind as well as the ¥d&ymilarly
‘The youth who expands his chest and digy®e his muscles by cricket or football

performs as much effective work by six heustudy as the cloisted student effects
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[sic] in twenty.®™ These ideas about the utility arficket for all-round general health
seeped into the schooling system in Irelasdwell as the univetges and colleges,
where mainland norms and the sportingzeraf British Public Schools were imitated
in the leading private Irish equivalents.

These ideas were justified not justthe whims of newspaper journalists or
enthusiasts, but by scigfic evidence. Research intoettstatus of Dublin University
students seemingly found suppftot the idea that the abt@icketer was also an able
academic, in a piece covered extensivielythe three major papers of tiBelfast
News-Letter The Irish Times and Freeman’s Journalhere Dean Graves’ findings
were celebrated in linkingthleticism with scholastism and general success in
life.3? Such comments were supported by a paper read by Mr James Heywood on
‘The recommendations of the Royal Comsioners on Popular Education, respecting
primary instruction and the better application of educational charities’ at the
Department for Education proceedings at3loeial Science Congress, held in Dublin
on 20 August 1861

This support for cricket was further emltad by the endorsements of medical
professionals as exemplified by tBelfast News-Letter'article in 1856 on ‘Air,
water, exercise’ written by Henry Mc@uoac, consulting physian to Belfast
Hospital. He said: ‘All larg towns should abound withnsa, gardens, grounds, well-
aired enclosures, for harmless, manly exercises — as quoits, bowls, cricket,
gymnastics, ball-play; for it is of great ment to encourage habits of open-air life
and activity...®* The link between medical practitiers and cricket-playing can be
seen in the physical play of cricket by daostand consultants, with Dublin Medical

15 and Steevens’ Hospital two of four medical establishments playing

Schoo
cricket in Dublin in theyears 1860 - 1866. In particujgdhe Dublin Medical School

was Catholi¢'” and it should be assumed that destplayed the game as much for
enjoyment rather than simply endorsing iodeed practising the rhetoric about

healthiness increasingly seen in Ireland.
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These musings and endorsements weyoie the superficial: Victorians held
strong and sincere concerns about the liekwveen problems of the mind being linked
to physical defect which had led to a ‘garbled Darwinism’ forming at this*tfrtteat
had become so engrained mid-century thatproposition of a healthy body leading a
healthy mind ‘soon fellike a classical truth®'® These ideas were clearly extolled in
Ireland. The Catholi®ublin Reviewin 1860 said that sport was there not so much to
produce cheerful Christians, but to ‘bringt pluck, self-reliancendependence — the
animal man3?° Such rhetoric was found incsagly in newspapers, and would
certainly have been considerations foe tlpper and middle classes of Irish men,
particularly those with asgtions of self-improvement.

Such was the value in cricket that it was even played in special educational
institutions; the Deaf and Dumb Instinn played the Elmwood second eleven in
May 1863%#! and in 1865 the Lunatic Asylum &frmagh were allowed to watch the
IZ versus eighteen of Co Armagh matcheld at the grounds of Sir Capel
Molyneux3*? Such practice was first seen in Britain in 1846 when the Hanwell
Lunatic Asylum provided the first record@tstance of cricket play for the mentally
ill. 33 Rob Ellis’ work on cricket in asylumis Britain has shown three usages for
such people: education for thrssane through plagr watching; a recreation played by
the employees of the institutions; or asvay to integrate inmates with the local
community®®* It is unclear who the playerwere in the 1863 match, but the
implication from the report of the IZ game 1865 is certainly that the attendees were
inmates. Cricket's place as a trainiggound for pupils, mainstream or not, was
becoming ever-more assured.

Yet cricket was not just for the adoleststudent, those with disabilities or
the brave, manly man seeking useful andthegiving exercise. It was also a vehicle
for wider public health, as was beingcieasingly suggested. Joanna Brick has
produced some excellent resgaon the issue of public pa in Ireland, and much of
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her work chimes with the concerns raisedhe contemporary sources and the ways
in which cricket could be appligd the problems of public healtf

The issue of a people’s park had previguseen debated in Belfast, and this
momentum was sustained at thgibaing of the 1860s decade with tBelfast News-
Letter hoping that cricket grounds could Iset apart for ‘healthful recreatiotf®
There was also a desire for a people’s parbublin, with Benjamin Lee Guinness
(of the brewery family) buying the ground ibfe Cobourg Gardens in May 1861 with
the intention of opening it aspeeople’s park and cricket@und ‘for the benefit of the
people.®?’ This was no small matter. As theealthiest in Dublin fled their
townhouses in the city cestiin the early 1800s, these once-grand houses became
encampments of squalor and illness asitid@strial working classes moved in. The
destitution shocked the middle classes: as early as 1841’s census, it was found that 62
percent of children living in the impoverisheduth inner city died before the age of
ten, and the threat of a health pandespceading from these classes to Dublin’s
wealthiest was an apocalyptic propositi@anproblem that similarly threatened the
industrial shipbuildig and manufacturing centres of Belfitin addition to their
healthy benefits, parks were places vehboth the working and middle classes could
take fresh air as well as enjoy respectable pursuits as their activities were monitored
and regulated®® Public parks also became a forofi civic pride in areas like
Kingstown in Dublin as well ashswcasing the middle-classes’ wealthwhilst in
general allowed cross-clasgaraction and mingling toh®w the working classes how
to better themselves throughddle-class norms and behavidtt.

The Rev. Mr Scully wanted Stepher@een in Dublin to be opened up to
public amusement in 1863 as a vehicle fross-class interaction, saying in

November of this year:

In Sydney and in Melbourne there wedendid public gardens and parks, in
which the bands played once a weekd ghe young men engaged at cricket.

325 See J. Briick, ‘Landscapes of desire: parkinialism, and identity in Victorian and Edwardian
Ireland’ inInternational Journal of Historical Archaeologyol.17, Issue 1 (2013), pp.196-223.

326 Belfast News-Lette28 January 1860.

32" The Irish Times21 May 1861.

328 Briick, ‘Landscapes of desire,” p.198.

329 |bid., p.208.

330 pid., p.203.

%1 bid., p.210.

76



He would be glad to see the youngmyaaying cricket in Stephen’s green
[sic] (hear, hear}*?

Such a public park was established by 8wrella Trust in 1864 in Belfast for ‘the
promotion of the recreation of the workietpsses of Belfast in encouraging sports

and exercises, such as cricket, croquet, rowing, swimming, and th&fike.’

2.2: Modern and supported by the Royal Family

In addition to its various social qualitieadhidentities, cricket was also one sign of
modernity, particularly among the strengiing middle classes of this time. Ireland
was modernising as a country, withe Gaelic language being abandoned by
ambitious parentd® and cricket would have been syalic of an aspirational family.
Ireland was brought closer to the mainland tbaer before in 1852 with the laying of
a cross-channel telegraph, kirg Ireland ‘nearer to Laton than it has hitherto
been®® which meant that mainland cultural activities and norms were increasingly
spreading into Ireland. Cricket wasssaciated with this development and
modernisation, with the town of Ballymonépasting in 1856 that ‘this is an age of
progress’ before highlighting the town’swadopment of a cricket and public park in
addition to a whole host of physical, cultuaad educational improvements including
sewerage, pure water, gas works, footpathd railway connections to Belfast and
Derry 3%

One of the most defining and lagii impacts of the Famine was upon
landholding in Ireland, creatingn enlarged classf large farmers. With many of the
cottiers and labourers wiped out by those gedrdifficulty, and many of the smaller
farmers relinquishing land to gain accessworkhouses to gain relief, middling
farmers benefited from this drastic skakp of Irish local society by buying up
swathes of land post-Famine. Roy Foster'skas highlighted the emergence of the
strong farmers, who were nogntering their owrascendancy; the plots of land on

farms of one acre and above with 15 a@esnore rose significantly between 1844
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and 1881, going from 36 percent to 56.1 peré&rBy 1854, 60 percent of Irish land
was being farmed by 90,000 farmers holding above fifty acres; large farmers had
effectively become landlords, if ntandowners, achieving near-gentry statis.

Landlords were resentful of the wayethfelt that middling farmers had used
the events of the 1840s to their adfizme, essentially gobbling up smaller
landholders’ land to boost tliedwn holdings. In addition téarger holdings, these
significant farmers benefited from imased rights, as the 1850 Reform Act
redistributed the franchise ¢eind possession, opposed todawnership, which gave
tenant farmers a majority in many constituenéiéghis was essentlg a rise of the
farmer, who now no longer threatened bg Eabourers and cottiers beneath them, set
the grounds for an increasingly powerful fios that would undgin the movement
against landlords in later decades. Wisttopkeepers, merchants, traders and the
professional classes who also benefitted from the 1850 refSrare added to the
growing strength of farmers, it is cledinat an emergent middle class, largely
untouched by the Famine, was developingtiength. A moderniisg group prepared
to shed vestiges of the past — like thaelic language — whilgetaining tkeir proud
Catholic nationalism, were establishing thelwsg more forcefully in Ireland than in
earlier decade¥’ This strengtheningroup sought solidarity ith the landlords and
gentry, in the hunting fieldral Dublin clubs, opposed tmity with the plebeians of
their own religion**?

As Hilary Larkin has shown, it is diffiduto fully ascertain the exact outlook
of those living in Irelad to Britain and her social peaes, as so little has been
written on it. But the emerging small and middling farmers post-Famine placed an
emphasis on respectability and a possibksire to distance themselves from
sufferings of the past, and as they becamesmomfortable werable to indulge in
Victorian pleasures and senseklifestyle; there seemed to be a ‘large degree of
quiescence’ from large farmers and certain Irish middle classes for Victorian

respectability’** Ciaran O Murchadha has put this even more forcefully, suggesting
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that large farmers ingested ‘the most scéfttng norms of Victoan respectability and
moral prudery’ that transformed Irish sogiah the second halbf the nineteenth
century®*

That cricket was the fashionable summengaf the elite in society in Ireland
as well as in Britain would have influencéds middling sort of Irish society, who
wanted to project an identity of modernisat@nd respectability to the rest of society
as they experienced their own ascendancy cyieket was not jugbopular with those
on the mainland at this time; it was a cosmopolitan, worldwide fashion that would
have further attracted these emerginghirmiddle classes. Reports had regularly
trickled in about cricket in Australia, the By’s playing of the game in India, as well
as the USA and Canada when English teaatsgone to play, bilhere was a notable
increase to the mid-1860s of reports cagnirom new and often exotic locations.
Cricket was gaining increasing coverage frénance and particularly Paris at this
time, where the Paris cricket club wasngag in popularity, Fnce Napoleon himself
becoming a member in 188%,showing the game’s place in high society was not just
confined to the Prince of Wales and the British and Australian elites overseas. Cricket
was also being played in New Zealand and the Caribbean by*f869yialta by the
British Army in 1866*” and even in Norway at Loffoden in the Vasgekaller mountain
range®*® There might have been a small parto€ket's popularity that was due to its
image as progressive, international andhfanable overseas ian age of Irish
modernisation.

The Royal Family’'s endorsement of ¢t can be seen as early as 1848 as
already stated, and more enthusiasticggravas heaped on cricket by the Prince of
Wales’ continued interest which naturally propelled cricket further forward at this
time of increasing Irish interest. The PrinceVdéles’ desire to become adept in the
national game of cricket led tom receiving daily instructioat his royal residence at
Frewen Hall in Oxfordreported not only in thBelfast News-Letteout also the more
rural Nenagh Guardiaji*® with his Royal Highness noted have hosted a game of

cricket with noblemen and gentlemen in Home Park, Windsor, in July *¥360.
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likeness to Carlisle, th support of cricket went beyond mere rhetoric, with the Prince
of Wales physically playinin cricket matches in Irefal at the Vice Regal Lod{e

and the Curragh canip’ which would have invited other leading gentlemen to do so
too in imitation. On the mainland, Victoria aAtbert ‘certainly gave it their stamp of
approval’ which had a significant impact bath aristocrats and commoners who still
followed royal endorsements and leadgrstsomething that diffused to Ireland
amongst certain sections of socigty.

At this point one might assume thatctria’s endorsemertf the game would
only have appealed to Uniats or Britons living in Irelad longing for home. This
would be an inaccurate assumption. Alongh many other idieyncrasies in the
popular mind in nineteenth-century Iriststary like the main nationalist movements
from the 1870s onwards being led by Praets, James Murphy’s work has shown
how in the nineteenth century there vaas'undoubted popularity of monarchy among
large sections of the IrisGatholic nationalist populan,’ a popularity that was ‘an
embarrassment’ for nationalist lead&s.Of course, there were the die-hard
nationalists of newspapers likdne Nationand groups like Young Ireland to name but
two that opposed athings British in Ireland, buVictoria was more popular than
might be commonly assumefihe visited Ireland on fowccasions between 1849 —
1900 and ‘was met with a popular enthusidbat surpassed alkpectations’ in the
words of Murphy, not a contemporary partiSahSimilarly, Hilary Larkin’s work has
highlighted how Victoria’s visits werén the whole, magnificently successfiif
whilst the Prince of Wales was ‘greetedrméy’ by Cardinal Cullen on a visit to the
Catholic University in 1868’ Thus her endorsement of the game was not anecdotal
in understanding another vein for critkeincreasing populagt Any association
made with her at cricket grounds througiembers of the Royal Family attending
games in lIreland or the singing of thational anthem does not necessarily mean
those attending were Unionists. It wasyofibm the 1870s onwards in Limerick that

a transition began from toasting the Qudm#ing uncontroversial to politically
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polarising; it was only from this time on that toasts became less deferential with new
toasts towards Ireland emergifig.

3. Spectacle and business motives

3.1: Spectacle matches and their place in furthering cricket

As cricket entrenched itself more into Irish life the number and quality of spectacle
matches increased, which in turn furthieelled appetites for the game. These
spectacle matches featured either domaestitoreign opponents, the latter of which
provided a nationalistic outlet for sportinghfaat a time of limited other comparative
sporting opportunities toontest mainland foes.

Aiding the proliferation of grand mdtes in the early-torid 1850s were the
first visits to Ireland of some of the preanteams in England. | Zingari, the roving
Old Harrovian team, was appided for providing a ‘treat’® to lovers of the game by
first coming to Ireland in 1851, whilst the MCC’s inaugural visit in 1853 was
subsequently followed by a return to plsixteen of the e Regal club in 1856,
which was a highlight of the Diib social calendar that ye&t The United Eleven of
England first came to Ireland 1853, playing twenty-two of the Phoenix club, which
again excited interest in the game d¢ombating such a prestigious team from
England®®* The visits of such teams, in pattiar | Zingari and the MCC, boosted the
kudos and interest of the elite in Irelandtl® game, and increased the patronage of
cricket by those wishing to bessociated with a gameathwas so well supported by
the Viceroys of the time in fidlng teams at the Vice Regal Lodge.

The All Ireland Eleven versus twenty-tvad Dublin and District in 1857 was
the first ‘big’ game in Ireland in terms @romotion as supported by Carlisle, and
from then newspaper advertising and entrance fees to games became more
widespread. Whilst these might seemelilsmall matters, it shows the gentle

emergence of spectacle and monetary-fedusatches in a commercialisation of

%8 Gray, ‘Introduction: Victoria’s Ireland?’ p.11.
¥9Nenagh Guardian19 April 1851.

30 Freeman’s Journal5 September 1856.

%1 Freeman’s Journal9 September 1853.
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cricket. This was to be crucial to genemgtimore interest as businesses sought to tap
into a new and emerging market.

It was the move towards more prestiggoand bigger grounds that in many
ways added to the sense of occasion ofgraes, with the Allreland Eleven versus
twenty-two of Dublin and District gama 1857 being staged at the Rotunda Gardens
in Dublin, an arena that was felt could provide the best enclosed space for the
numerous people expected. The sceneeal ttesday’s play was captured evocatively

and poetically by théreeman’s Journalwhich reported:

A prettier sight could sceely be imagined thathe ground presented during
the afternoon from the brilliant assembly of beauty and fashion arrayed in
bright and varied colours — the numes uniforms of the soldiers mingling
with the dark green of the woodédnks — whilst the bands of th& Royals

and Scots Greys added to the chanfrthe scene... the ground presented a
most brilliant and animated appearartbe, spectators forming a gay circle, in
which we were glad to see a preporgtee of the fair sex, who, by their
presence, lent an additional charm to the scefie...

The presence of women was valued appreciated; their attendance was celebrated.
Manliness was often contrastedainst the femininity ofthe women at games, thus
offering a welcome comparison to the may on the field. Such matches as this
increased the reporting of dkiet in newspapers, as well as advertising the genteel,
respectable and enjoyalflacets of the sport.

This increasing reporting of gasiewas aided by the continued and
increasingly-varied noveltyf touring sides by the mid-1860s, adding spice and
originality to the cricketing season as wadl evincing proto-nainalist pride in Irish
cricket. Against-odds games with soroé the leading professional and amateur
English clubs were frequent and provided showpiece matches that were often the
highlight of the season. Cricket was said teehmade ‘rapid stridesh the late years
in 1865 due to the ‘lions’ of British crickecoming over to Ireland to play Irish
teams®>® and thirteen teams total visited inthe years 1864 — 1866, Scottish as well
as Englisi?® Most notable were the visits of the United South of England in®t865

%2 Freeman’s Journalll July 1857.

33 Freeman’s Journalll September 1865.

%4 The Gentlemen of Yorkshire visited in June 1864, playing in Dublin, Belfast and the Cufrhagh (
Irish Times 30 June 1864reeman’s Journal2 July 1864 anéreeman’s Journald July 1864); West
of Scotland, Gentlemen of Scotland, Eleven of Iseadd English Civil Service all toured Belfast in
1864 Freeman’s Journal5 July 1864); Birkenhead visited in 186Brédeman’s Journal 22 May
1865) as did Clydesdal®¢lfast News-Letter23 May 1865); Kendal Mechanics’ Institute visited in
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and | Zingari, who toured in 1865 (playing five matcfi®sand in 1866 (playing six
matche®’). The 1866 tour was especially pratiue in spreading cricket further
geographically in Irelandptiring to play games in @ and the south of Irelarid®
bringing highlight matches to new areas and tieeatres of play ithe absence of an
Irish professional eleven.

Such tours would have appealed to éheminland players in addition to Irish
players and spectators; Carlisle took the | Zingari visitors to see a Verdi opera in
Dublin in the 1861 season, imldition to the customary ball meals and jollity that
one would normally expect® Middle-class English gues@lso began to tour in
addition to the elite and predsional teams, including the English Civil Service as
well as Bromsgrove School and the Boo@&b from Liverpool. Visits were not
restricted to clubs from England withetlGlasgow clubs of Thistle, Clydesdale and
Caledonian in addition to the West @&cotland visiting in the early 1860s.
Increasingly, Irish clubs weralso taking to foreign adwéure, with the North of
Ireland touring Clydesdale in Scotldfitiand the Gentlemen of Ireland touring
England to play the MCC on 26 and 27 May 186By the mid-1860s, Phoenix and
the North of Ireland were toimg extensively on the mainlantf? The increasing
visits of overseas teams were also imitdtgdhe more frequent play by elitist Irish
teams. The Gentlemen of the North played Gentlemen of the South in a return

the summer of 1865 to @} the North of IrelandBelfast News-Letter7 June 1865); Liverpool CC
toured in 1865 The Irish Times4 August 1865); Anomalies toured from England in 1§6&€man’s
Journal 2 July 1866), as did Caledonian Cthé Irish Times17 July 1866). | Zingari also visited in
both 1865 and 1866, whilst the United South of England visited in F8é&rhan’s Journall2 May
1865).

35 Freeman’s Journall2 May 1865.

3¢ Freeman’s Journal9 August 1865.

%7The Irish Times17 September 1866.

%8 The Irish Times16 August 1866.

%9 The Freeman’s JournaR3 October 1861.

370The Freeman’s Journal 7 September 1861.

31 The Irish Times29 May 1862.

372 North of Ireland toured Scotland in June 1864 to play the West of Scotland and ClydBstfat (
News-Letter 28 June 1864); Phoenix toured England in August 1864, playing Western CC of
Manchester, Liverpool and Birkenhedétdeman’s Journalll August 1864); Phoenix toured in 1865
too, playing Western agaifriigeman’s Journal9 August 1865), as well as Liverpool tearBel{ast
News-Letter 12 August 1865); North of Ireland played the Gentlemen of Yorkshire in York in late
August 1865, in addition to other local tearBelfast News-Letterl5 August 1865) and also toured
both Scotland in the summer of 1866 in JuBelfast News-Lettei31 May 1866) and also England in
August 1866 The Irish Times20 August 1866).
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fixture in Belfast in September 1885, and the ‘full’ Gentlemen of Ireland team
played versus 1Z in 18687

Whilst the majority of these spectacle matches were played in the major urban
centres of Belfast, Dublin and Cork, Irish clubs were increasingly touring within
Ireland themselves by the mid-1860s, with Ftieams going to the metropolis to find
opposition or receiving major teams irethown neighbourhoods. The Civil Service
of Dublin toured Belfast in 1864 tplay the North of Ireland, whilst County
Westmeath toured Dublin in 1864, 1865 and@.88aying five games in the first two
years and six in the a3t Navan cricket club went on mini tour to Dundalk and
Louth in July 1865, playing games on congeeudays, showing that touring was not
necessarily just to the major Irish towt8.The roving Na Shulewere particularly
active, playing in the counties of Wickip Carlow, Down and Queen’s for example
in one year alon&.” These matches added varietythie cricketing calendar for these
rural teams, furthering the game’s appeal attraction in areas away from the main

population concentrations.

3.2: Businesses and clubs profiting fralhmee game and their roles in spreading

awareness of cricket

Sports shops promoted cricket to the lvear sections of smety in newspaperd.he
Nationran adverts for cricket bats and batissporting good shops in Dublin, Belfast
and Limerick on three separate occasions as early as’i@4iilst theBelfast News-
Letter ran adverts for John G. McGee & Qx.Belfast in 1849, promoting clothing

for ‘the noble game of cricket™ Shops such as Alexander Wilson in Beft#sand

373 Freeman’s Journal24 August 1865.

374 The Gentlemen of Ireland played 1Z in 1866, including representation from the north of Ireland
(Freeman’s Journal30 August 1866).

37> Westmeath toured Dublin in July 1864, winning three of five games pl&yedngan’s Journal23

July 1864), touring in 1865 too — playing five matches agirgman’s Journall2 August 1865),

and in 1866, playing six games this yeareeman’s Journal30 July 1866).

378 Freeman’s Journal31 July 1865.

377 Na Shuler played fourteen of Wicklow and surrounding counties and also fourteen of Carlow and
surrounding district in games on 6-7 (Wicklow) and 8-9 (Carlow) of September EF8édn{an’s
Journal 31 August 1864). They also played fourteerBaflynoe and District within this series too
(Freeman’s Journal9 September 1864). They played fourteen of Queen’s County in late September
1864 freeman’s Journal 26 September 1864), with the fourteen of Queen’s County having six
players seemingly of working-class origifréeman’s Journal29 September 1864).

38 The Nation 29 May, 10 July, 18 September 1847.

379 Belfast News-Letted 2 June 1849.

30Belfast News-Lette28 March 1851.
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the opening of John Lawrence’s shopGrafton Street in Dublin in 188% evidence

a continued development of commerciaicket outlets in the 1850s, a trend that
multiplied to the year 1866. Other regiomshlops sought to exploit the emergence of
cricket by supplying the parapimalia that was bbtneeded and desttdor play; this

was not just a Dublin or Belfast craze. W. Nicholson, a Kilkenny shop owner,
reported he had ‘a large supply of bats @adtls from the best makers’ for sale as
early as May 185ih that county?? and there was a cricketing outlet in Nenagh town,
Co Tipperary, with J.D. Harkss selling cricket goods in 186%.

The increasing patronage and supm¥ grounds fuelled a commercial
opportunity that many divergent groups welearly happy to exploit. As Ric Sissons
stated regarding the 18508da1860s, ‘In the era of Victian free trade or laissez-
faire, cricket was being sold in the matlplace like any other commodity and new
“operations” endeavoured to cash i’ This was certainly seen in Ireland in a
scramble to profit. Equipment was an as area for expansion, with shops from
London like John Wisden and Co. increasintgigning their eyes towards advertising
in Irish newspapers: Wisden placednmpadverts in the year 1860 in the ruxnagh
Guardianimploring those interested to order stock from his London &fore.

Within this commercial element, cridkeg goods evolved from the supply of
bats, balls and wickets. B$866 new outlets and individls offered services for
cricket in Dublin, ranging from tents, ckiet boots, food servés, the provision of
musical bands at cricket as well as theenmaditional and customary playing goods.
Cricket club meetings were also incremgy being held in sports shops — Phoenix
holding their early 1866 season meetiiglohn Lawrence’s, for exampi@- showing
how important these institutions were not just for the purchasing of equipment but
also administration of the game.

Shops in Belfast became outlets forkét sales for the All Ireland versus
twenty-two of Ulster match in 1857’ and also extended their influence into the
actual operations of the dat cricket matches. The offerings were becoming more

varied, for instance with balloon ascenffered at the Sandymount cricket club in

31 Ereeman’s Journal20 March 1855.

382 0'Dwyer, The History of Cricket in County Kilkenny.25.

33Nenagh Guardian6é June 1866.

34 R. SissonsThe Players: a social historgf the professional cricketefThe Kingswood Press,
London, 1988), p.60.

385 SeeNenagh Guardian10 March 1860, as an example.

3¢ Ereeman’s Journal25 April 1866.

37 Belfast News-Lettel5 September 1857.
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June 1864%8in an attempt to encourage a wider spectatorship than those interested in
cricket and no doubt to offer more amussinfor female visitors. The physical
preparation of playing surfaces was gainingre attention, with a new patent lawn
mower on display at the Dublin Exhibitiarf July 1865, with a practice run shown on

the cricket ground of Dublin Universif{® Belfast too was experiencing this
development of grounds preparation, whanks’ patent lawn-mowing machines on
sale in Belfast in 1866 in adverts placed repeatedly in the summer months from June
to August?®® with particular seeds for crickefrounds being sold in the spring of
1866>°* Cricket marqueé?’ and photography at cricket matcfiésvere other routes

of exploitation. All these novel offerings walihave particularly aided the enjoyment

of the game by the richest in society, gasing the attractiveness of a day at the
cricket, even if one didn’t partidarly enjoy watching the game.

Vital to this increasing spectacle atcket grounds, whether it was cricket
being the attraction or one of the varicather amusements increasingly offered at
grounds, were certain key individuals who didch to sensationalise and excite what
might otherwise have been fairly pedestrian days out. In addition to the work that
Charles Lawrence was doing with his prdmoo of the game to 1861 as professional,
tour organiser and leader of the Aleland Eleven, were two other men: John
Lawrence (no relation to Chasleand Thomas Kirby, both shop owners in Dublin and
firework artists. Their rivalry makes fascimgg reading, in what tmed out to be an
arms-like build-up of entertainment. John Lawrence seems to have been the
pyrotechnic artist of choicm the early 1860s, providing the fireworks after the All
England Eleven versus twenty-tved Ireland games in September 188&and May
1861%%° Lawrence seemingly went one bettedB62, claiming the rights to being the
cricketing outfitter to the Earl of Carlisfé® Yet disaster struck for Lawrence that

very year, when Kirby announced he hae tights to being pwtechnic artist at

%8 Ereeman’s Journall3 June 1864.

389 Belfast News-Letter8 July 1865.

390 SeeBelfast News-Lette®, June 1866 for example.

391 SeeBelfast News-Lettedl6 March 1866 for an examplewéekly adverts placed at this time.
392Belfast News-Lettel 7 May 1865.

393 Adams and Dowling were offeringhotography for cricket matches 1866, in an advert placed 32
times in the summer of 1866 in tBelfast News-LetteiSeeBelfast News-Letterl0 May 1866, for an
example.

394 The Irish Times27 August 1860.

3% The Irish Times20 May 1861.

39 The IrishTimes, 7 June 1862.
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various races as well as the offiggirotechnic artist of the Viceroy in th&eeman’s
Journal®®’

From hereon, the relationship between John Lawrence and Thomas Kirby
became increasingly explosive, with Lawrence and Kirby competing as both
promoters and pyrotechnic artists. Bothnmwoasted of the fireworks shows they
were putting up after athletic and dwt events, with Kirby now possessing the
endorsement as Carlisle’s provider. Lawremcturn bragged that he would conclude
the Leinster cricket ground athletic games on 5 August 1862 with the ‘most
Magnificent Display of FIREWORKS ever exXfiied in Ireland,’ claiming he was still
pyrotechnic artist to Carlisle an advert on 31 July 188%.The very next day ithe
Irish Times Kirby promised a ‘magnificent disptaof Fire Works’ at the Sandymount
cricket ground’s athletic fete on 4ufust 1862, highlighting again his place as
Carlisle’s official pyrotechnic artist® This rivalry extende throughout August and
into September, with almost tit-foatt adverts on consecutive days claiming
supremacy, with respective bases at &&n (for Lawrence) and Sandymount (for
Kirby) now established. This juvenile om@manship saw the events at Leinster and
Sandymount in September advertised with #mticles literallyrunning side-by-side
for four days of publication in thé&reeman’s Journal with Kirby’'s fireworks
supposedly being ‘superior to any yethiited” whilst Lawence still claimed
supremacy”

The final blow for Lawrence came in May 1863 when it was announced, via a
newspaper advert, that Kirby had secutkd rights to being cricket and archery
outfitter to the Lord Lieutenant iaddition to fireworks-provide’! Lawrence was
now left to claim he was the cricketing btier to the principal clubs in Ireland
instead — signalling a rather embarrassing défé&ut the squabbling of these two
men did have an important effect in that they made cricket and cricket grounds more
exciting, more intriguing, more exotic. Theyfered extra amusements to those who
had little interest in convemtnal cricket, either through igremce or lack of previous

exposure, with their rivalry continuirig each of the years 1864, 1865 and 1866. And

397 Freeman’s Journall12 July 1862.

3% Freeman’s Journal31 July 1862. This quotation is copied directly, and thus the emphasis on the
event by the capitalisation of ‘fireworks’ in thguotation is an authentic representation of the
newspaper report.

39 The Irish Times] August 1862.

‘0 see théFreeman’s Journabf 30 August and 2, 4, 5 September 1862.

‘1 The Irish Times19 and 21 May 1863.

“%2The Irish Times18 May 1863.
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for these reasons, their rivalry in a small way helped fuel cricket by increasing
amusement at grounds, in drawing in spectaibescricketing or general interest and
generating income at the entrance gateschvim turn was further invested into the
game in other ways.

By the mid-1860s, cricket clubs weresaldirectly explding the financial
opportunities of cricket in addition to spowgi businesses and retailers, with a much-
increased presence in newspapers advegtisie wider use of their grounds for both
cricketing and non-cricketingvents. Many of the premmieclubs charged varying
entrance rates for cricket matches, randnogn sixpence for matches against lesser
teams to one shilling for major gamiesthe case of the North of IrelaA%.Entrance
fees were not always goaglue, with a letter t@he Irish Timesemoaning the fact
that upcoming major matches had an entrgme of one shilling, when at Lord’s it
was sixpence. The writer predicted a lattendance because of this and implored
Charles Lawrence to lower the price fos lmwn advantage, contending that ‘most
people — i.e. the public — will look several times at both sides of a shilling before

parting with it*®*

— a reminder that cricket fans were customers. The selling of cricket
thus increased newspaper advertisingclads sought to publicise themselves and
their major matches whilst the funds genatdt®m such days led to more exciting
opponents (sometimes brought from the maidjaand also an upading of facilities

at grounds from profit.

Clubs themselves were looking to gaidvantage not just through the bat and
willow, but other ventures as well. Club&re increasingly leasing their grounds out
for non-cricketing purposes, such as athledices and concerts, to generate income.
Leinster cricket club repeatedly leased itlggbunds out to othestakeholders in the

early 18604% as did the North of Ireland, fanstance for military gamé4® The

%3 The North of Ireland Cricket Club charged one shilling for entrance to their match against Lisburn
on 6 and 7 June 1868¢lfast News-Lette8 and 7 June 1860) and Eleven of All Ireland on 1 August
1860 Belfast News-Letter] August 1860). Sixpence was the fee for the match versus Bromsgrove
School in July 1860Belfast News-Letterl3 July 1860) and Newry on 10 September 1&lfast
News-Letter 10 September 1860). So there was clearly a variation for opposition, with the price going
back up to one shilling for the All England Elevematch versus twenty-two of North of Ireland on 8
September 186Bglfast News-LetteB September 1860).

“%“The Irish Times10 July 1861.

%5 For instance, by providintpeir grounds for the DubliRoot Races in June 1860he Irish Times9

June 1860).

% The North of Ireland club opened up their ground for military games on 26 July 1861, for which
there was a sixpence entrance chaBgdfést News-Lette25 July 1861).
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clubs of Dundalk and Malahideere similarly entrepreneuridl’ all in imitation of
mainland practice€?

Offerings extended to more exotic and unusual pursuits beyond what perhaps
might be considered obvious branches thiags like athletics or fireworks displays.
The Carlisle archery and cricket ground in Dublin hosted Scottish Highland games
first in 1863, with genuine Highlandersropeting, no Irish men being allowed to do
s0% Different entrance prices tiered guestsnimre or less resp&ble viewing areas;
general admission was one shilling but pnemenade was one shilling sixpence, the
games being patronised not ytily Carlisle but also the Queen, with twelve adverts
being placed in total in the Dublin papéws this spectacle. Sandymount again hosted
Highland sports irthe autumn of 1862° as well as offering bowls and quoits in
addition to cricket in the spring of 1865.Not to be outdone, Leinster were leasing
their grounds to the Royal Irish Archery Meefitfgand even hosting civil and
military horse and pony steeplechastijThese two clubs wermot the only clubs
making their grounds available for alternatsport, with grounds also being used for

sheep grazing and auctiot§ showing a commercial eye by Irish cricketers.

3.3: Transport businesses and their place in promoting and transporting cricketers

and cricket spectators

The development of an Irish rail network had a huge impact on the whole idea of
cultural diffusion across Ireland, and it was such a development that was to have a
massive bearing on the future development of all Irish sports, as well as spreading

cultural fancies. Following the opening of the first line between Dublin and

“97 The Dundalk Foot Races were held in connectidh the Dundalk cricket ab, and it is unclear if

there was payment for entrancené Irish Times17 May 1861). Malahide CC also hosted athletic
games on 18 September 1861, with a special return train service to Ckrglem@n’s Journal 18
September 1861).

“% Clubs in Victorian times regularly rented their grounds to other sports and in later decades, when
soccer and cricket clubs operated together on thelandinfootball clubs actually paid the debts of the
cricket clubs. SandifordCricket and the Victoriangp.56-57.

0% Seven ads were placed in July in Breeman’s Journat see 7 July 1863 as an example, plus five

in The Irish Timesn July — see 10 July 1863 as an example.

*10The Irish Times10 October 1864.

“1 Freeman’s Journal30 March 1865.

“12 Belfast News-Letted 9 July 1864.

13 Freeman’s Journall4 August 1866.

14 Kingstown cricket club were letting their ground for grazing sheep in T&éian’s Journall8

May 1864); cricket grounds were even being used for auctions in the summer of 1865 in Dublin for
wood goodsKreeman’s Journall9 June 1865).
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Kingstown (Dun Laoghaire from 1922) in December 1834, Ireland had developed 840
route miles of track by 1853 and 2,091 by 1878y 1875, Ireland had 43 lines and
branches combined® connecting the whole islandith rail convenience, and
importantly, cheaper and quicker transportinenear a railway lia helped facilitate
matches for clubs, and this was the cas®fioer sports too both on the mainland and
in Ireland®*” With increased rail connections, rail companies sought to tap into the
emerging market of cricket by adventigi matches and providing special rates to
increase custom. This was aided indilye by governmentpolicy throughout this
period, as Parliament ordered third-classddoebe kept at one pence a mile, leading
to a ‘sociology of travel’ and a ‘certain deamatisation’ of trangort that facilitated
changing views of time, place and spacér@lsand became moicessible to aff'®

Train companies had a history of sugpay sporting events for commercial
gain in Ireland before the 1860s, showing tiimetir interest in exploiting cricket was
not unusual. The Great Southeand Western Railway caitiuted £3,000 to building
a new stand at the Turf Club on agreement dhtaain line would be built to a station
adjoining the stand, somettig that was completed in 1833prse racing sponsorship
had developed in Ireland from the4D& onwards by such transport grotiid.ocally
in County Westmeath, companies contribui@the prize funds of horseracing meets
to encourage travel on their déis beginning as early as 1849.

Companies sought to encourage intemrestnd therefore gain from prominent
matches by running trains at reduced $asmd the area whewollusion between
cricket-provision and rail companies wassnextensive was in the north of Ireland.
The 1857 United Eleven of Ireland match againenty-two of Ulsér was advertised
under the slogan of ‘cheap fares’ with tBelfast News-Lettecommenting that the
Ulster Railway Company was running theut® at reduced fares for the days of
play*?! The advertisements highlighted tickets #, 2@ and ¥ carriages, which

supports the idea that all classes were catereieh Irish societyin getting supporters

“5H.C. CasserleyQutline of Irish Railway HistoryDavid and Charles, Newton Abbot, 1974), p.20.
“1% |rish Railway Clearing HouseHandbook of Distances 18{®. Leckie and Co., Dublin, 1875);
there are no page numbers.

“17 Neil Tranter's work has shown théarr horseracing in England, gtimity to a train station became
crucial to the success of a course, whilst Tom Hunt's work has shown that in Westmeath some hunts
were more popular than others due to access to train lines. TiSpetr, economy and sociey.43;
Hunt, Sport and Society in Victorian Ireland: the case of WestmpadlB,

“18 |_arkin, A History of Ireland 1800 - 1922p.121.

“9D’Arcy, Horses, Lords and Racing Mgm143 and p.145.

20 Hunt, Sport and Society in Victoriandkand: the case of Westmeaph63.

21 Belfast News-Lette22 September 1857.
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to the game. In a similar deal, the @isand Dungannon Railway offered a special
fare for the 1859 Belfast and Glasgow matchhirst class farebeing sold at single
prices for travel on any train withee entrance to the cricket match tdshowing
co-operation between cricket promoters amiticompanies to get the richer members
of society to prominent games. Whetfarbusiness purposes, his own zealousness or
a mix of the two, it was reported in 1859 thét Carlisle, the Tréic-Manager of the
Belfast and County Down Railway, who svaover anxious’ to encourage more
reunions like that at the Downpatriddnd Comber match of 1859, provided ralil
journeys at single fares for all involv&d providing free entrance for the All England
Eleven against twenty-two of Ulstenatch on 6 - 8 September 1860 if passengers
travelled with his compani?* Not to be outdone, the Nbgtrn Countiesind Portrush
Railways tried to undercut thgelfast and County Down fahe very same game in
September 1860, offering return tickets at single f&reghis was deliberate
competition, with these respective adsertnning literally above and below each
other in theBelfast News-Lettef~or this said match, the General Omnibus Company
were also offering transport from ttrain terminus to the cricket grountf§ A fourth
group, Northern Counties, Derry and Coleea Carrickfergus and Larne railways
also sought to make gain from teporting individuals to cricket grounds.

Increasing ease and affordability of trattetrefore helped drive growth in the
game, and needless to say these companiesff¢sed transports to events at cricket
grounds that were not cricket matc&sThis interest in the game appears genuine,
as the Ulster Railway possessed their annoket club by 1865 in affection for the
game also seen in rival northern railwd§sTrain companies were the arteries of an
increasing sporting provision in Ireland this time, not just facilitating cricket's

growth, but aiding the playing amshjoyment of other sports too.

22 Belfast News-Letted 0 June 1859.

423 Belfast News-Lette4 September 1859.

24 Belfast News-Lettefl and 4 September 1860.

25 Belfast News-Lette#t September 1860.

26 Belfast News-Letteb September 1860.

27 Six ads were run in total — see DBcember 1862 for example in tBelfast News-Letter
28 SeeFreeman’s Journall8 September 1861 for example.

429 Belfast News-Lette20 July 1865.
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4. Facilitators of play

4.1: Police and newspapers

Part of cricket's development can be attributed to its endorsement by local police
forces, which accepted a game that had thepage of social elites, the Viceroy and

the local military on which the constabulary actually depended to enforce their rule.
For example, the Nenagh constabulary wetelly cheered by the inhabitants of the
town in their victory over the Nenagh CC as early as 1&Policing levels in
Ireland increased significiip between 1842 and 1881; whithe number of police to
citizens in 1842 had been 1:791, in 1851 this had dropped to 1:480 (partly as a result
of the deaths and emigrations of tl&mine years), and continued to drop

thereaftef>!

As a result, it became more difflcdior subversive groups to meet and
orchestrate proposed plans outside of eselbicultural events, kkcricket. Although
cricket was not seen as an English ganthiattime in Ireland, it may amuse some to
know that cricket (as well asther sports) was used torceal Fenian gatherings in
the nineteenth century as a reslthis visible policing presenéé?

This support went beyond mere acceptance or tolerance of the game;
Constable Richard Gethings was presemtédandsome and costly silver snuff-box’
by the members of Downpatrick CC for hisie and dedication as a consistent and
straightforward police offier upon his departure in 1862.The game had found
favour with the police, with individualficers playing in localclubs but also now
forming their own force teams based aroundstabularies in places such as Dublin
and Clonbuf** As with the medical mfessionals who playeddtgame, it is difficult
to know if cricket was played for rhetorar fun, but enjoyment and boredom must
have influenced these men as much asahgrs in society. With their endorsement,
the sport had another important$seng for widespread social play.

The increasing accessibility of newspapers, both figuratively and literally,
which boasted about the manliness and ngbdf the game as well as advertising
games and reporting results undoubtedly aidedket's rise. Literacy rates, due to a
national schooling system that had depeld far earlier than England from 1831 and

“®Nenagh Guardianl7 September 1851.

“31 Theodore HopperElections, Politics and Society in Ireland 1832 — 1§8814.
32 Malcolm, ‘Popular recreation in nineteenth-century Ireland,” p.50.

33 Belfast News-Lettef,5 November 1862.

34 SeeFreeman’s Journabf 13 June 1864 for further examples.
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would have placed Ireland near the tofpany comparative European analy$rs,
meant that by 1861 61.3 percent of the population was lit&faBambined with this
growing literacy was a growth in wspaper printing: by 1855 Ireland had 100
newspapers and by the late 1850s this was*¥3People were able to read more
about cricket matches and become awaréhe growing momentum the game was
developing at this time since cricket wawered by all the newspapers in this survey
to varying degrees in these early yeé4fsThis was particularly so for the major
national papers like thEreeman’s Journalith a circulation of 442,000 in 1856
of which it was said every copy wasad by an average of four peopi®Therefore,
cricket benefitted in the mid-nineteenth cegtdue to increased literacy leading to
greater awareness of critkas published in an expandi newspaper industry that
was keen to print about the game playedl enjoyed by the highest members in
society by cheerleading its viidsity. Other newspapersymand those investigated in
this thesis like th&portsmarmand The Sporting Lifeboth of which were advertising
themselves in part on their possession mketing analysis, gave Irish men increased
exposure to cricket

New Irish magazines and journals alscreased the visibility of the game,
with The Penny Despatch and Irish Weekly Newspgpeviding an overview of a
range of stories, including crick€t From Britain too came copies billywhite’s
Guide in the early 1860s, offered by mench as John Lawrence amongst others,
whilst The Sporting Gazeft® reported cricket fromEngland in addition to
substantial sections on horse race bettingufplement already existing titles and the
newspapers of the country at this time. Other cricketing literatureWilsglen’s
Almanackalso showcased the game and allowed Irish men to read of the game
overseas.

It wasn't just that these newspapergeveeporting crickethat made the game
popular; they actively supported its promotiand rise. Examples of some of this

3 Bartlett,Ireland - a History pp.273-274.

3¢ Theodore HopperElections, Politics and Society in Ireland 1832 — 138857,

37 M. O'Brien, The Irish Times: A HistorgFour Courts Press Ltd., Dublin, 2008), p.16.

438 TheTuam Herald'srecords for 1849 — 1859 are incomplete.

43 3.S. North,The Waterloo Directory of Irish Newspapers and Periodicals, 1800 — 1900, phase I
(North Waterloo Academic Press, Waterloo Ontario, 1986), p.418.

4% Theodore HopperElections, Politics and Society in Ireland 1832 — 1,88858.

41 The Sportsmannewspaper was publishing details of cricket in the mid-1860s Reseman’s
Journal 12 April 1866 for example) whilsthe Sporting Lifdrom London was also published at this
time (sedrreeman’s Journal7 September 1866 for example).

*42The Irish Times7 September 1861.

*“3The Irish Times10 September 1863.
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fawning praise can be seen in: ‘thers saldom been a time when, both at home and
abroad, the interest of eyeclass was more enlisted the promotion of this noble
game.*** This progress was celebrated, phrages ‘Happily, now, every town in
Ireland has its cricket club, and many oérh their appropriated cricket groufit?
being used andihe Irish Timeseporting that ‘The immemesincrease in the popularity
of the game during the last few years mhet apparent to any frequenter of the
Phoenix Park, where every summer exmgnimay be seen innumerable wickets
pitched, frequently on ground unprepared tbe purpose, where the experiment
becomes somewhat hazardous to those engaged in the game’ typical of the excited
prose journalists would sometimes #¥e.The tone of the reporting became
instructional on occasions: thereeman’s Journal for example, encouraged the
members of various government departmenthtow their appreciation to Carlisle by
attending cricket matches following lifrguguration of &Civil Service club**’

Of course, the hyperbole and clear exogat of some of these reports were
the exception to the norm of more contedllreports about upcang fixtures, results
and short synopses, but where these repate published it gave another varnishing
to the game’s enhancing reputation betw 1848 — 1866. Some newspapers now also
sought to take ownership of certain garbgsclaiming the exclusive reporting rights
to particular matches and thus agaightighting the increased fervour around the
games.

All of these factors combined led &n increased number of references to
cricket in the selected newspapers undeestigation (see diagram two). There was
an upward surge across the period 1848 - 1866 amongst the large, national
newspapers, with a relatively low butegwpace of reporting amongst the provincial
papers'*® This might be explained by theegter reporting of games to the major
Dublin and Belfast newspapers or just tieneral interest opeople in Ulster and
Leinster compared to the rest of Ireland.

*4The Irish Times4 September 1860.

“>The Irish Times27 May 1862.

48 The Irish Times12 March 1863.

“4’ Freeman’s Journal22 May 1863.

48 please see appendix two for more information.
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Diagram two: the number of newspaper reports on cricket
for 1848 - 1866
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Examining the reporting of cricket in this period by political and religious affiliation
shows the game to be more reported | Bmotestant / Uniosi publications under
examination, but reporting is significant the Catholic / nationalist publications
nonetheless (see table two). The only reflijtful comparison between reporting in
Catholic / nationalist and Protestant / bmist newspapers can be conducted until
1858, as from 1859 there is an imbalance in the number of daily newspapers
investigated by religiousna political persuasion. From 1858¢ere are two Protestant

/ Unionist newspapers to work witf'ife Irish Timesand theBelfast News-Lettgr
compared to only one for the fBalic / nationalist brackeffeeman’s Journal The
massive jump shown in diagram three férotestant / Unionist publications lies
mainly with the inaugural publication dhe Irish Timesn 1859, but as shown in this
diagram, up until this point cricket repioig in Catholic / nationalist newspapers

generally matched the Protasta Unionist offerings.

Diagram three: the breakdown of cricket articles by political and reli gious
viewpoint in the selected newspapers between 1848 - 1859
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Table two: the percentage of reports inthe Catholic / nationalist newspapers

under investigation

Period of investigation Percentage of total newspaper reports
in newspapers of Catholic / nationalist
leaning

1848 — 1859 31.50

1860 — 1866 45.74

1867 — 1872 24.08

1873 — 1878 36.25

81.01 percent of reports in the newspapeetween 1848 - 1859 were reports about
matches in Ireland and this figure increased every decade from hereon showing the
Irish embrace of the game, allaying any stisps that reports would have merely
been regaling the political elite of matsheeing played in London or the Empire (see
table three).

Table three: the percentage of reportsin the Irish newspapers on cricket in

Ireland in comparison to overseas cricket

Period of investigation Percentage of reports reporting on
cricket in Ireland opposed to overseas
cricket

1848 - 1859 81.01

1860 — 1866 92.84

1867 — 1872 93.40

1873 - 1878 94.43

4.2: John Lawrence

There was no more important an individuakhe spread of cricket in Ireland by the
mid-1860s than John Lawrence, picking up where his namesake Charles had left off
on his departure in 1861. He was cruciah® game’s spread, the crux of an evolving
administration, and a focal point for thenggis continued rise through his Grafton
Street store like London-based shop omsnsuch as John Wisden. Lawrence was

foremost a businessman, and he thus aawopening in the market for cricketing
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provision; in similarity to the mainland, tleewas the chance to financially benefit in
the 1860s by filling a leisure void inriaera when much was up for graf%.”

In addition to his Dublin store diglg cricketing goods, he was involved in
arranging (and profiting from promoting) gchmatches, taking the lead as the most
prominent promoter and organiser ofhges in Ireland in the 1860s and 1870s after
the departure of Gliles Lawrence in 1861.

From 1865 onwards]John Lawrence’s Handbook @fricket in Irelandwas
published, an almanac that would help recand instigate matches, a scheme that
relied on him sending secretaries a form \whikkey then filled out and returned to
him with club details for any given seasBhlt was similar toWisden’s Almanackn
the mainland> Lawrence using the almanac to encourage gentlemen to patronise his
Dublin store, and again in likeness Wdisdenother sports were included to ‘pad
things out,” being pitched as a lifestyle accessory for Victorian gentlemen with
flattering and deferential opening pad&sOf all the things John Lawrence was to do
for cricket in Ireland, the puidgiation of this almanac nsti rank as his greatest
contribution.

Lawrence was also important thoughnat just providing cricketing goods,
matches or almanacs; like other businessmhe was broadening the apparatus,
paraphernalia and experience of aleicmatch by 1866. Lawrence not only offered
fireworks after major cricket matches, busalas an evening itheir own right at
Leinster cricket grourfd® and facilitated cricket not jusrough his store but through
other means: he was an agent arranging balloon ascents for Mr HoG$mas,
selling parlour cricket for play indoors at Christmas in 188Bnd producing scoring
cards, first offered at the 1Z versus Phixematch of 1866, to allow those who would
like to score to score the game in adufitito the official card, which proved very
popular at this matcfr® He was a visible presence on the Dublin scene, presenting at
the Dublin Exhibition Palace event day 1866, which allowed those not quite

accustomed with cricket the opportunity to learn about the ginde was also

4%\inder, The little wonderp.27.

450 Freeman’s Journalll October 1865.

513, Hadfield A Wisden century 1850 — 1968porting Handbooks Ltd., London, 1950), p.36.
“52\Winder, The little wonderp.1, p.34 and pp.40-41.

53 Freeman’s Journal21 June 1865.

454 Freeman’s Journal26 May 1864.

5> Freeman’s Journall3 December 1865.

***The Irish Times29 August 1866.

**"The Irish Times8 May 1866.
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branching out into other sports, providing ttargets for the third annual meeting of
the Royal Irish Grand National Archery CI{i5,whilst his burgeoning financial clout
and retailing supremacy was highlighted in that he appointed Mrs Birch of
Quinsborough Road in Bray as his aigfar selling crické and croquet goods under
his name in this area 866 as a type of franchi$€. Yet cricket remained his
primary focus throughout, meaning the sizald@l left by the cricket-playing Charles

had been filled if not exceeded bytaven more economically-driven John.
4.3: Seeping into Irish society

One of the most interesting, eodotal observations of cricksetfise at this time when
reading the selected newspapers isvtag in which cricketing language, symbolism
and parlance became more widespread infcglan addition to increased reporting of
the game and the number of clubs playiAgmimic, one of whose acts was ‘the
cricketer’ placed five adverts within seven days inRheeman’s Journain February
1856%%° cricket art was beinguctioned in early 185%* whilst an indoor cricket
game was advertised for children as early as Christmas 1853 in Bfilifierhaps
most interesting of all waséhcreeping use of cricketingniguage to describe politics
and everyday life. As early as 1849 #eglo-Celtf a small nationalist paper based in
Cavan on the east coast of Ireland veitiveekly circulation of 385 in 1848 had said
that ‘Life is like a game of cricket — th@svho are always running to every ball soon
run the risk of being $tumped out “®* In 1852, theFreeman’s Journal another
nationalist publication, had isethat Lord Derby had hishis ‘innings’politically.*®®
Literature on cricket was expanding into more niche markets, with comedy
cricket writing (recommended as essential regdor ladies) being published in the

mid-18608°® as well as more informative, structional books omow to play the

“*®The Irish Times28 July 1864.

**The Irish Times24 August 1866.

50 Freeman’s Journall3 February, 14 February, 16 February, 19 February, 20 February 1856.
“61 Freeman’s Journal5 February 1857.

52 Freeman’s Journal23 December 1853.

“63 North, TheWaterloo Directory of Irish Newspapers and Periodicpl83.

464 Anglo-Celt 20 April 1849.

%5 Freeman’s Journall5 December 1852.

456 Comedy cricket writing was now being publishederks in from Short Leg - with illustrationan
example of this. It was recommended as essential reading for ladies under the dramatic title with
capitalisation as in the advert of ‘CRICKET, [@KET, CRICKET, being available from John
Lawrence Freeman’s Journal5 May 1866). Please note thatetleapitalisation is an authentic
representation of the advert.
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game. Possibly the best example of how cricket was increasingly permeating into
everyday Irish life can be seen in that Nenagh Guardiana provincial newspaper
appealing to a wide range of society, aarian extensive piece on the merits and
developments of the LBW law on 20 May 1863It was such bites into societal
parlance that symbolises cricket’s risgppularity and awaress between the 1840s
and 1860s.

There is considerable evidence to document the rapid and significant increase
in the playing of crickebetween the years 1848 — 1866. Arthur Samuels described the
period between 1855 — 1865 as one whereetimade ‘rapid strides’ in Irelarf®
declaring the 1860 All England Eleven versugnty-two of Ireland match as one
where ‘Cricket at this time had taken suchadd in Ireland that it was patronized by
all classes, from the Viceroy to the lowest who flocked to see this ni&téhrobably
the most fitting conclusion on this risef cricket between 1848 — 1866 can be
summarised by thEreeman’s Journalsaying in 1865 that:

All classes, high, middle and low, now ta&e interest in cricket, and a game
which was once exclusively English has niaken such deep root amongst us
that cricket may fairly be considerede of our great Irish pastimes. May we
trust that in time it will prove one dhose field sports which bring poor and
peasant in contact and which teachesotieeto respect the other the more. For
the time being all are equal in theicket field, and each as good as his
fellow.*"°

5. Conclusion

A range of factors led to the developing p@pity and playing of cricket between the
years 1848 to 1866. Mid-century, there were tdher alternative sporting or leisure
recreations to amuse Irish men, and as dtresaket’s popularitywas in part due to
the standardised sporting recreation it couta/jote. Cricket's healthiness, manliness,
nobility and utility in providing amusementrfall in society in a respectable fashion
saw it popularise not just witihe richest in society but al$le Irish working classes,

with patronage from elites either keenpimvide recreation outf benevolence or a

6" Nenagh Guardian20 May 1863.

%8 SamuelsEarly cricket in Irelandp.7.
““bid., p.22.

4 Freeman’s Journall2 May 1865.

99



desire to influence local men and wome@micket enjoyed popular support from the
British Army, Viceroys, professional cricketers like Charles Lawrence and also
businessmen like John Lawrence. A wide variety of other businesses nationally were
keen to exploit the commercial opporturstithat cricket proded, all aided by a
compliant police view of the game andttamsiastic newspaper reporting which did

not regard the game as distinctly EnigliBritish or a colordl implantation. These
factors examined in this chapter laick throundwork for an adoption and enjoyment

of cricket across a wide range of Irishen in the years 1848 — 1866. The class,
religious and political stances of those wilayed the game, in what formations and
institutions and areas of the coyntwill be examined in chapter two.
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Chapter two: the people whoplayed cricket in Ireland,
1848 — 1866

The vast majority of the histiography of cricket in Irelad has portrayed the game as
an elitist, Unionist, Protestant pursuit witmited uptake. This chapter will challenge
this viewpoint by examining the classligeous background angolitical viewpoints

of those who played or supported cricketeThrmations that men played in — be it
club, workplace, school or informal play will be explored to show cricket was
played well beyond the elite in Irish sety. Cricket will be shown to have
popularised to all parts of the country b§66, making it a national game in terms of

coverage by the mid-1860s.

1. The popularity of cricket between 1848 — 1866

1.1: The popularity of cricket by 1866

By 1866, both the number of cricket teams playing in Ireland in this year as well as
the reporting of the sport had reached a peak in the years 1848 — 1866. In the years to
1860, the name ‘team’ is more appropriatedeiliberate separatnh to club: in the

time period 1848 - 1859, most groups weleelly to have been ad-hoc, informal
associations, even if some would have taken steps towards more formalised
organisation such as the Ashbrook UnionGarlow clubs in the late 1840s. As a
result, analysis of the breakdown of tedimsnd in any given gar only begins from

1860 onwards, the first full season of Cdelis second reign. As shown in diagram
seven later in this chapter, the vastongty of teams as found for the years 1860 —
1866 can be classified as clubs. Howetleese clubs were formed — either by
patronage or a self-made nature - theseag cricketing awareness across the whole
country and cricket was increasinglyees in town and country fields. The
comparative analysis of newspaper mpg shows that by 1865, cricket was the
third-most reported sport in Irelandeés diagram four), and for the period 1860 —
1866 the vast majority of thiseporting was on Irish, coraped to overseas, cricket

(see diagram six).
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Diagram four: a comparative analysis of the different sports reported
in the year 1865
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Diagram five: the number of cricket teams between 1848 - 1866
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Diagram six: the number of newspaper reports between 1860 - 1866
by classification of report as being about Irish or overseas cricket
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Beyond newspaper reporting or numbers of teams playing, other examples can be
shown to support the idea of crickeirereasing popularity. Many teams possessed at
least two elevens by the mid-1860s and thesiasm for cricket by some clubs can

be seen in the examples of the Phoelemster, County Westmeath and Cavan clubs

playing 26, 27, 18, and 19 matches respectively in the 1864 sE&son.
1.2: Locations of play nationally

Cricket had become nationally popular lireland by 1866. Clubs were noted as
playing in ‘every quartéiof Dublin by April 1861%"% a suggestion which would come
as little surprise in light ofhe number of shops supplyitige game in Dublin at this
time. But it was the game’s acceleration owsid Dublin and Belfast, especially in
central, eastern and southdreland that was driving ghgrowth. A number of new
teams sprang up in central Ireland Kildare, Kilkenny, King's County and

Westmeath in the early 1860$.This spread of crickethrough the belly of Ireland

"1 Freeman’s Journalé March 1865.

*"2The Irish Times29 April 1861.

“"|n Kildare, the County Kildare CC was established in 188tk (rish Times3 August 1861), whilst
Shamrock of Naas were algptaying by this yearRreeman'’s Journal2 October 1861). In Kilkenny,

three new teams were noted: Gowran and Bennettsbifdgenjan’s Journal4 September 1861) and
Mullinavat (Freeman’s Journal28 September 1861). In Westmeath, Kilbeggan and Mullingar were
noted as playing in 1862, where ‘The desire to cultivate this fine manly pastime is rapidly on the
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had reached far into the south of the cogntrith new teams established in Limerick,
Waterford and Tipperary in these ye&swhilst Carrick-on-Suir in Co Waterford

were so taken with cricket that theydhastablished a secoredleven as early as
18627 Cricket was even being played in theéreme southern areas of Ireland, at the
monthly fair at Youghal, Co Cork, wherthe landlord’s agent had made active
arrangements ahead of the day to combine amusement and commerce with a cricket
match played as part of the proceedifi§s.

This extension of cricket was no more aggoa than in the west of Ireland, the
very area ravaged most by the Famitre.addition to theCounty Galway club,
Ormond, Mountshannon and Tuam were pigyin this county by the early 1860s.
The county saw further growth into the ddie of the decade, with cricket being
played at the re-establish&allinasloe club under the patronage of Lord Clané&rty
and at Clonbur in Galway between thenstabulary and civilians in mid-August
1866’8 Slightly inland, cricket could beofind in County Leitrim with Carrick-on-
Shannon and Manorhamilton both noted asiptayheir first recorded games on 20
September 1862° new clubs perhaps but seagly intent on honouring cricket's
time-old traditions, with ‘generous and cm@idhospitality’ for the Carrick club when
entertained by their hosts at tRobinson’s Hotel after the garfi®. The County
Leitrim debuted in the early 1860glaying County Longford at Carrick-on-
Shannoff* whilst further south, the young men Kflaloe, Co Clare, organised a
cricket club?®? County Roscommon had at least one cricket club by these*fehrs.
Mayo, the joint most-westerly county of llaad, cricket was taking hold in the early
1860s, with four new clubs forming — \&teand, Castlebar, West Connaught and

584

Ballin - with all bar West Connaught,hese location is tnown, being within

increase throughout the entire neighbourhoddie( Irish Times30 July 1862). Geashill in King's
County were recorded as playing by 18%68€ Irish Times18 July 1862).

47 Limerick CC were established by 1861, possessing ‘gay unifdrh@ (rish Times22 July 1861).
Castleconnell of Co Limerick were playing by July 1882€ Irish Times24 July 1862). Mullinavat
near Waterford were playing by 18@2r¢eman’s Journal23 August 1862) whilst Cloncannon, of Co
Tipperary were also by June 1883 Irish Times13 June 1863).

"> Freeman’s Journal2 October 1862.

*"*The Irish Times8 June 1863.

*""The Irish Times23 April 1866.

4’8 Freeman’s Journall3 August 1866.

*®The Irish Times26 September 1862.

80 |pbid.

81 Freeman’s Journal25 August 1863.

82 Nenagh Guardian26 August 1863.

83 Roscommon CC were playing by 1868deman’s Journal30 July 1866).

484 Westland The Irish Times27 August 1861); Castlebar and West Connaughe (rish Times3
October 1863); Ballinalthe Irish Times28 August 1863).
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ten miles of the Atlantic coast to put thécation in perspective. Cricket was even
being played at Valentia, the landing poiat the Atlantic téegraph in 1866, in the
extreme west of Kerr$#°

One reason for cricket’s spread this d&ray from the metropolis is evidenced
by the example of the Westland, whose inaagon was due to the energies of one
man: ‘Too much praise cannot be givem Mr Barnes, their captain, by whose
exertions cricket has been established in thstrict, and we are glad to hear that
several clubs are being formed agaixt year in the surrounding countf® That
cricket had spread so far west dispels the idea of the game being purely an east coast
occupation, whilst the economic state of thest of Ireland shows that cricket was
taking root in less well-off neighbourhoodstbé country. The disadvantaged state of
the west can be seen in the fact thia Midland RailwayAthletic Club were
organising athletic games on their cricket grotordthe relief of the poor in the west
in more than one of these early years of the 1880s.

1.3: Cricket as a vehicle fdocal pride in communities

It was such enjoyment of cricket by Irisivilians that meant club teams now often
took on great importance as a source of lgmatle, with gret interest in the
achievements of cricketers. Naturally,ethoy of a victory often led to great
celebrations into the night, the 1858 malbetween the City oKilkenny and County
of Kilkenny leading to dancing inilreene House, thrown by Mr Smithwfék and
the Ballymoney club in 1855 patronised a concert in the town hall following their
match with Ballymena in July of that ye&F.

Yet the reverberations often extendmat beyond the players and the clubs
themselves into civic life. Following thectory of Gowran agast County Kilkenny
in 1857, bonfires werét in the village?®® and the flow of eeryday life for school
children was even altered 1856, in a match between Ballymoney and Ballymena,

when public schools were closed to allgoung people a half day of holiday, and

85 The Irish Times9 July 1866.

8¢ The Irish Times27 August 1861.

87 SeeFreeman’s Journal7 July 1862, for an example.

“88 O’Dwyer, The History of Cricket in County Kilkenny.27.
89 Belfast News-Letted 6 July 1855.

9 O’Dwyer, The History of Cricket in County Kilkenny.26.
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presumably watch this important local gafffeSuch instances show the communal
pride attached to cricket clubs as centsethe community at this time and echo the
joyous receptions, music and fireworksattiMike Huggins found symptomatic of
mainland cricket victories in the Victorian éra.

It was this closeness between towns amd ttlubs as well athe lack of other
leisure opportunity available thid to great interest in ¢hfate of local teams by all
in local Irish society; the Castlecomer wes<City of Kilkennymatch in 1858 reported
that there was a ‘vast concourse of peoplallofjfrades and classes, all manifesting a
warm interest in the struggle’ whilst atetibesart game against Gowran in the same
year ‘There were great numbers presenalbfclasses with quite an interest in the
cricket.**® This local and civic pride was clearan early feature in Irish cricketing
history and is consistent with the micradies of Nenagh and Tuam in this thesis.

The importance of cricket to the town&nagh can be evidenced early in the
years of investigation. In October 1851, egéaconcourse of people congregated in
the town, even though it wasimang, and ‘as the result dfhe game, and the defeat of
the Borrisoleigh Club became known, the cricketers as they drove through the street
were loudly cheered® A match in 1858 against Cloughjordan was even more
noteworthy, the Nenagh club possessimgirtbwn band by this year which entered
the town of Cloughjordan before them play the ‘Bold Tipperary Boys,” and then
playing them into the field where theddighjordan team were waiting. Following the
game, the teams were entertained in aptgrhouse, where 40 dined to Guinness and
sirloin steak, whilst the band stayed in geden and played dag the meal. It was
hoped that the Cloughjordan cricketers wondtlirn to Nenagh for them to repay the
generous hospitality, ‘and laope expressed that that the friendship formed would
continue to exist, and thaitl parties would meet again good will and cordiality.
The meeting then broke up, the Nenagh foeimg loudly cheered on their departure,
and their band playing — “Should auld acquaintances be forfjotNenagh’s club
had become the embodiment of a communviyh several hundrepeople reported to

have watched the return matam the middle of September 1858° and these

91 Belfast News-Lette® June 1856.

92 M. Huggins,The Victorians and spotHambledon and London, London, 2004), p.98.
93 O'Dwyer, The History of Cricket in County Kilkenny.26.

494 Nenagh Guardian8 October 1851.

9% Nenagh Guardiap4 September 1858.

9% Nenagh Guardianl5 September 1858.
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examples of communal and civic pride werdy enhanced in Nenagh by the 1870s in
this investigation.

2. Cricket and class between 1848 - 1866

2.1: Elites - interestpatronage and play

Due to the paucity of Irish education, the Famine and the recent development of
railways, in the mid-nineteenth centuryethumber of Irish boys educated in Britain
significantly rose. These young men brouggaick games and mainland schoolboy
norms with thenf®” Such boys would merely havedn playing games they enjoyed
at school on their return to Ireland oppogedreturning with a desire to implant
English or British pursuits into Ireland, cithey supplemented the Army and local
elite’s patronage of the game ixpéaining how crickétook early root.

Across the 1850s and the 1860s manyeriamembers of society patronised
and enjoyed the game for the wider societal considerations and limited leisure
offerings that affected all. The richer mesnd of Irish society would also have been
attracted to cricket due to the support ¢faene was given by successive Viceroys in
addition to its social amusement. In August 1856Rifeeman’s Journahoted ‘The
Lord Lieutenant seemed to take mucherast in this manly and exciting game’
regarding the Vice Regal and MCC mafehwhich, coupled withthe opportunity to
create or strengthen business and sociaVorés, made the game one of the popular
pastimes of the day for the richer membefssociety in Irelandjn likeness to its
status in England. W.J. O’'Neill Daunt,Gatholic landowner in Cork and moderate
nationalist who was associated witthe Nationnewspaper in the mid-nineteenth
century, approved of cricket forghsocial rendezvous it promotéS® Cultural mores
and norms, particularly amongst the welleo- were shared betwedme two islands,
and it should be of little surprise that &t became popular in Ireland in likeness to

the mainland.

497 T. West, The bold Collegians: thdevelopment of sport ifirinity College, Dublin(The Lilliput
Press, Dublin, 1991), pp.12-13.

9% Freeman’s Journal28 August 1856.

99 Davis, ‘Irish Cricket and nationalism,’ p.84.
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The elite in society were undoubtedattracted to the game due to its
endorsement by the Royal Family in Britas well and its label as a fashionable,
manly and noble game, which was reflectied the reporting of the sport in
newspapers. Cricket was also popular becafisiee leisure, please and socialising
opportunities the game afforded outsidehsd winter hunting scen and whilst there
is not much open reporting of galinly at games, it surely existé. However the
Irish experience was very different to #é&lsh one mid-century, as Andrew Hignell
has shown that gambling in Wales wasréaurring theme’ and that the game was
actually opposed by some religious atamperance leaders who denounced the
gambling and drinking inherert' Such complaints were ner made about cricket in
Ireland.

Cricket afforded a day of like-mindesocialising between neighbours and
persons of note in the local area, as w&elbetween unmarried men and women, often
in the genteel surroundings of a crickattxlor country demesne. Excellent lunches
were laid on, and military bands frequenthayed at signifiant games throughout the
year. Lord and Lady Massy held a day a€ket, dining and dameg until midnight in
July 1855 at their demesne of Hermitalfeand the 1856 Vice Regal eleven versus
the MCC match was graced with real piges; the Marquises and Marchionesses of
Kildare and Londonderry were present, oid#ion to Lord Powerscourt, Lord John
Hay, Lady Dover and Lady Fanny Howafd symptomatic of the fashionable support
cricket was increasingly experiencing asttime. Women'’s involvement was integral
and frequently commented upon as g@grgca scene, but remained beyond the
boundary rope.

By the 1860s this suppioand enjoyment of the game was increasing from
such elite individuals. For example, SirgeéhMolyneux hosted the IZ versus eighteen
of County Armagh in a match at his seatafstle Dillon in the mid-1860s, physically
playing in the game, with the ‘elite ofdlcounty’ in attendare, including knights of

%0 A few such references to gambling exist. tAe United All England Eleven versus Eighteen of
Ireland match in 1856, where numerous members of the nobility and gentry had attended the game,
‘Some heavy betting took place on the event of this makrkefnan’s Journal5 September 1856). In

1859, it was reported that the in-play betting of the All Ireland Eleven versus twenty-two officers of the
garrison match favoured the twenty-twergdeman’s Journald June 1859) whilst later in the year the
defendant in a Court of Common Pleas was stated to have ‘lost a large sum on a crickefTimatch’ (
Irish Times 23 November 1859).

%1 Hignell, Cricket in Wales: an illustrated historpp.16-17.

*92Nenagh Guardian11 July 1855.

%3 Freeman’s Journal5 September 1856.
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the realm, JPs, priests, military men and many named ¥di6g. Capel and Lady
Molyneux hosted a ball on the evening be#én the two days of play, cementing
country ties and reinforcing the spectaatel jollity cricket provided for the elif8®
Grounds provision by the elite, leading femen and the gentry of Ireland by the
mid-1860s was extensive in continuationté type of support shown in appendix
seven for the early years of the 1860s, amslghpport as identified in the first chapter
facilitated play for otheleading Irish men as wedls the working classé®

As the years between 1848 — 1866 pregeel, there was increasing variety
and sophistication of music on offer aese elite grounds. Verdi and Rossini were
played by the band of the 1Hussars, with the Rossini piece repeated at the
insistence of the Lord Lieutenant, at th&ingari versus Phoenix match of October
1861°" whilst in Belfast Verdi and Wagner were performed by the Royal Antrim
Rifles at the Belfast CC gunds in the following yeaf® These two examples were
not isolated, with such fancy and sopluated music becoming the norm at leading
grounds and matches by the early 1860s and onwards.

Irish elites weren't just spectatotisough, and came to ireasingly involve
themselves on fields of play. In additido the play of the Prince of Wales and
various Viceroys, Sir James Langrishe wasrgmig himself to such extremes that he
dislocated his ankle practmg with the County KilkennyYCC in the late summer of
1862°%° This is in likeness of the Viceroy Hgton who broke a finger in throwdowns
from Charles Lawrence in 188% In 1866, the Na Shuler versus fifteen of Co
Carlow saw Lords Hubert Butler atard Gosford playing for the formé&t! whilst
Lord Bernard played in the twenty-two of Cork versus I1Z match of late sufifner.
Elite clubs and individuals were beging to venture out beyond their own
surrounding neighbourhoods to engage imga as cricket evolved by the mid-1860s,

with the North of Ireland makg their first visit to Dublinto play Phoenix in July

04 Belfast News-LetteB0 August 1865 anBreeman’s Journal30 August 1865.

0> Belfast News-LetteB1 August 1865.

%% For example in the mid-1860s: Earl Fitzwilliam provided grounds at Coolattin, his ground, for the
Co Wicklow versus Co Carlow match of September 1&86gman’s Journal9 September 1865); T.
Hamilton, Esq. and MP, hosted 1Z on their visit to Dublin in 18B&e(Irish Times29 August 1866);
IZ visited the Marquis of Ormondetgsidence of Kilkenny Castle pday Kilkenny County on the way
back from their match against Cork in the summer of 186& (rish Timesl September 1866).
*"The Irish Times3 October 1861.

%8 Belfast News-LetteB0 May 1862.

09 Belfast News-Lette® September 1862.

*1% Mallett, The black lords of summep.66.

*1 The Irish Times16 August 1866.

*12The Irish Times7 September 1866.
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1861°'% an example of the touring tradition thather elite clubs also enjoyed in the
1860s. Sir William Osbourne umpired the Mdgh versus Ormond match in July
1866°** showing involvement as officials all as players by these elites.

Lord Massereene led this increasing phgisinvolvement, his wicket-keeping
being lauded for his three stumpingsanmmatch involving his team against White
Abbey in September 1864> Massereene was not just a keen cricketer, but a keen
sportsman in genera® a common trait in many leadj gentlemen at this time who
had multiple sporting interestS’ Massereene’s enthusiasm for the game of cricket
was such that he had his own professional by ¥868omething that doubtlessly
aided his development to the extéhat by the end of the year, tBelfast News-
Letter noted his batting ‘has besteadily improving for some timé*® He was even
taking his team overseas, Lord Massereeraeven going to York to play the
Gentlemen of Yorkshire, reléimg in an easy victory fathe latter, in September 1865.
Massereene went on this tour, being a lagfixture in his team at this tinté° He
also appeared to bring two players whawd not be well-off insociety, based on the
recording of their names in the tour detaffsan occurrence seen in other matches he
played in this yeat?* This should not be surging considering Carlisle’s
involvement in cross-class interaction on fledd of play. It is unclear whether the
involvement of such players was undeelakon a paid basis, with gentlemen

essentially hiring in crack alers to help them win mdttes as was seen with the

>3 Freeman’s Journal24 July 1861.

*“Nenagh Guardian7 July 1866.

*15Belfast News-Lette6 September 1864.

*1® The Massereene Challenge Cup was raced for inl&@§, with Lord Massereene having a horse in
this race Belfast News-Lette22 July 1865). Lord Massereene plateed at the disposal of the North
Union coursing club for their meet on 4-5 Apflelfast News-Lette3 April 1865). Massereene was a
Vice President of the North of Ireland Cricket Club for 1865 tdandbookl865-6 p.45).

17 For example, Horace Rochfortuiaded not only the Co Carlow CC but also the Carlow Polo Club
and Co Carlow RFC. See M. CionM. Duncan and P. Rous&he GAA: county by counifhe
Collins Press, Cork, 2011), pp.41-42. This correlatgs Richard Holt's work, which stated that for
the mainland ‘few sportsmen ever confined themselves to a single activity’ @golt, and the British
p.9).

>18 Belfast News-Lette,9 April 1865.

*1°Belfast News-Lettel6 September 1865.

20 Belfast News-Lette® September 1865.

21 Belfast News-Lette September 1865.

22 For example: six working-class players were seemingly playing in the West End and Lord
Massereene match in May 1865 — six players had afbbsived by their surnam in difference to the
professional who was just given his full surname, whilst all others were given an initial and then
surname Belfast News-Lette24 May 1865); in Lord Massereen&gven versus Queen’s College in
the summer of 1865, six players are titled just ®irteurname, four having initials and surname with
Lord Massereene beirge eleventh playeBglfast News-Lette6 June 1865).
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Ashbrook Union in the 1840s. It's certairppssible, but no evidence has been found
to 1866 that would confirm thislea beyond the Ashbrook Union case.

Such examples of individual play apatronage by elites formalised into a
gentlemen’s team in 1863 when Na Shwes formed, a club born in imitation of the
roving | Zingari of England to promote ckiet as an organised scratch eleven &ftib.
The naming of the club as Na Shuler (roygtranslated as ‘the walkers’) was in
some ways an imitation of | Zingari on theimland (translated as ‘the Gypsies’). The
club had over 50 members by August 186&h gentlemanly status requisite for
admission: the Marquises of Droghe@damd Ormonde were two such men to
subscribe’?* Notably, Dublin men were not allowéo join the club, for members had
to be provinciaP? It was through venturesuch as Na Shuler as well as the natural
desire to socialise and reminisce with likéaded fellows in the country that fuelled
cricket’s attractions for such rich menith the Bandon CC farewell dinner for their
captain, N.P. Gepp’s departure for EnglanahrfrCork an interesting case in point.
The leaving dinner was held in the DevomehArms, ‘with evey delicacy and the
choicest wines,” with the Earl of Bandgresiding over proceedings with Lord
Bernard, Sir Thomas Tobin and the Rewele Bernard and Colquhoun all present in
addition to nearly all the membefs.It was cricket in the summer and hunting in the
winter that bound these men together aatcontinuing time of limited social
opportunity. As well as Na Shuler, othggntlemanly teams were active by the mid-
1860s like the Gentlemen of Ireland and tlsisociated north arsbuth divisions.

2.2: The Ashbrook Union and various Viegs promoting cres-class play

A rare and highly valuable source was found within the last decade of the Ashbrook
Union cricket club’s regulations and rulies the years 1846 — 1848, the peak years of
the Famine?’ For 1846, there were 25 players, all titled as ‘Esq.’ denoting

gentlemanly status. However, it is absolutelar that this club fielded players below

*2The Irish Times31 July 1863.

2*The Irish Timesl August 1863.

25 Freeman’s Journall August 1863.

*%The Irish Times10 October 1863.

%27 Ashbrook Union Cricket Club scorebookdanules and regulations for 1846 - 1848ace and year

of publication unknown). Please note that there are no page numbers in the document. As such, all
information in this section has not been referenced aside from the liftketdrish Timesarticle of 2
February 2012 and the biographical footnote to deieButler, as there are no pages to reference
information to.

111



gentlemanly status, and in many games ohetmingly so. This wa reciprocated by
other club teams they were playingpdawould support the idea of cross-class
interaction and play from very early iirish cricket’'s hstory, attacking the
historiographical thought ofmany that cricket was aslite preserve. Whilst the
gentlemen were of the Protestant local genbcal Catholic men were hired in to
play for the team at a rate of 2 shillinfg practice days anthe same rate plus
expenses for external gantés.

In 1846 the club was able to hold aeast two Gentlememd Players internal
matches as a result of this arrangementthaglayers employed to play seem to have
been a mix of bowlers and batsmen — @ik that was consistent throughout these
years in the records. The club were fumia of fielding men below gentlemanly
status, for example playing a team contairsixggentlemen and five labourers in their
first 1846 match against the elite Carlowlziand seven gentlemen and four labourers
in their second match of the year against #hike, with all of te Carlow players in
both matches being gentlemen. The Players tgam also used as a team in itself in
1846 to play a gentleman’s team comprisangnix of gentlemen and players, playing
J.L. Galliory’s team in this year.

The club arranged eleven games foeithl847 season, at the peak of the
Famine, a year in which their memberstof fell to 17. A subsription of £1 for the
season would have precluded anyone thet rich being a full-time member in
addition to the prerequisite of beingoposed and seconded by gentlemen members of
the club. For internal pract matches of the season, dlisig per man was payable
by the losing side towards a ground fund, vitle shillings payable for any matches
a member played against foreign clubsaddition to their subscription for the year.
Although other club teams also fielded nomiigman players such as the Huntingdon
club in 1847 who fielded three such playersheir game, the Ashbrook Union appear
to be the most democratic team on thaicwi. Lord Ashbrook himself captained two
sides against other clumembers’ teams in 1847, plag both with and against
peasantry players.

For 1848, Pierce Somerset Butler, MP for Kilkenny County since ¥34&s
a subscribing member in a season that tteesnumber of gamedrop significantly to

only four. There was some military involwment across the years of the club book, but

28 The Irish Times2 February 2012.
29 B.M. Walker (ed)Parliamentary election results in Ireland, 1801 — 19Rdyal Irish Academy,
Dublin, 1978), p.73.
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the players were overwhelmingly civiliali.anything, the involvement of labouring-
class players increased ass the years of 1846 — 184&)d in 1848 one of the
Players even captained a team including other gentléfhet848 saw another
Gentlemen versus Players match, which apptmhave become an annual fixture by
this stage.

The micro study of this club explodes myaof the assumptions casually made
about cricket in Ireland being the presenfethe elite. Withthe exception of the
Carlow club who did retain exclusivitthpumerous other clubshow cross-class
representation in teams too, with playiveeen MPs, lords, military men and Irish
peasants earning money to play. The faat th peasant was able to captain a team
including gentlemen in 1848 shows a denadisation way beyond what most would
assume, and would support Derek Birleyssexrtion that the division between players
and gentlemen in Ireland was lekan in England at this tinté”

This cross-class playing was following the precedent seen in the years before
the Ashbrook Union, most notably whencéroy Richmond had played with ‘seven
of his Grace’s servants’ in orwd the earliest matches ireland, where all sections of
society were representetf. This trend was continueay the Viceroys into the 1860s,
as shared by Arthur Samuels, who relalied the Earl of Carlisle had no qualms in
mixing the whole spectrum of & society into his teams:

The Vice Regal Eleven consisted chiefly of members of his Excellency’s
household: his coachman, butcher, ankebawere amongst his best bats. His
aides-de-camp and the best officershie garrison were, of course, always
imported into the Eleven, as was alSeorge Barry. His @plain, the Rev.
Walter Creyke, was captain of the Elavédie was an ardent cricketer and a
fair underhand ‘slow’ bowler, and heddmuch to keep the game alive on the
Vice Regal ground?

Under Carlisle’s Viceroyalty, there weremarous instances of the Viceroy fielding
players who can only be assumed as bewogking class and in difference to the

grandiose players one might asiste with the Vice Regal tearf This is a key

3% Brown’s team (a non-gentleman) played against the Hon. F. Flower’s team in 1848.

31 Birley, Sport and the making of modern Britan253.

32 Freeman’s Journall7 August 1810.

%33 SamuelsEarly cricket in Irelandp.17.

>34 The Vice Regal team to play twgrtwo of recent club$ormed in Dublin contained six men titled

as ‘Mr’, two military officers and three men withsittheir surname, who were last on the [idtd Irish

Times 23 June 1862). On the scorecard for this said game, these three said individuals — Agar, Franklin
and Kirby - are all noted without Esq. whilst everyone else Was [rish Times24 June 1862). Agar,

113



reason in explaining how other leading geméé& could patronise cricket not just for
themselves but for the poorest in Irisbciety. If the Viceny was doing so, in
addition to the Royal Family on the mainlartkden surely they too could play with

and against those of lessardncial and social standing.
2.3: Cross-class association and play across Ireland

As the examples of the Ashbrook Union and various Viceroys show, social distinction
had little importance in the ogposition of players in teasnand matches in general.
There was no glass ceiling for cricketing itwgment in Irish society, and cross-class
play can be seen consistendlgross the years of intggtion. The establishment of
Castlecomer CC in 1848 points towards labugHtlass involvement post-Famine, as
R. Cooke, the estate agent, organised eoached a cricket team with the ground
developed and looked aftdy the employees on the Wandesforde estatéhere
were signs of integration tveeen the varying strands of Irish society in a match in
1853 between Ooning CC and Belline CC, wHere players were given both their
forename and surname, whilst the restevaddressed as ‘Mr’ which would show
class distinction between players but ggsation on the same field of play in
likeness to the Ashbrook Unicr®

In a match between Eglinton and tbaited Emerald in 1858, seven of the
eleven Eglinton players appear to be working ¢fsghilst in the elite Co Wicklow
versus Phoenix match in June 1859, fivehef eleven Wicklow players were denoted
as being ‘Esquires’ whilssix were not (in comparisoto all being so from the

Franklin and Kirby all played in the Players of Dublin versus Gentlemen of Dublin match on 28 May
1862 for the PlayersThe Irish Times27 May 1862). These three were joined by Luke in the game
versus Wicklow on 15 July 1862 with the same denoting of status compared to the Esquires and
military men {The Irish Times16 July 1862). These players were referred to just by their second name
in the same sentence as their fellow Vice Regal ptayeo were referred to as ‘Mr’ — ‘The Vice Regal

went in, Mr Booth and Agar being the first tace the bowling... Fradk and Mr Walker, who
brought out his bat..."Rreeman’s Journal28 July 1862), thus showing a consistency of referencing

for these individuals across the publications of Fheeman’s Journaband The Irish TimesIn June

1863 in the match versus Co Kildare, the Vice Regal Eleven possessed five gentlemen with Esg., one
military officer and five with no title (being Aa, Godden, Franklin, Luke and Kirby — not the
pyrotechnic artist of the same name). In the match description, Mr George Barry, Esq., is referred to as
such, whilst Luke, not an esquire, was just referred to as [lle Itish Times12 June 1863). These
players were probably professional talent — Franklin and Luke playing in the Gentlemen versus Players
match of July 1863Hreeman’s Journalll July 1863) in addition to the 1862 match already stated.

35 O’Dwyer, The History of Cricket in County Kilkenny.233.

3 Nenagh Guardian24 August 1853.

>3’ Freeman’s Journalll June 1858.
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gentlemanly Phoenix)® Massereene’s cross-class piaythe 1860s has been shown,
and another good example of the aristocratid well-to-do’s invtvement in cricket
at this time can bseen in the 1Z versusventy-two of Co Klkenny two-day match in
September 1866, where two Lords and a Marqunysically played, with an earl and
three knights of the realm spectating along with associated wives, military men and
other distinguished individuals ofociety, including Henry Bruen, M® The
attendance of these leading families was repeated on the next day of pf&yico,
a colourful ball part of th visit of 1Z further inceasing the social attractidff. Yet
even in such a game as this, there seems to be two working-class players in the
twenty-two>*?

This cross-class integration was defended in newspaperg8etfast News-
Letter reporting the actions of Lord Enniskili and other leading Protestants, who
were making a day trip to Derry with 700 athevhen the train was attacked. ‘In this
innocent recreation Protestants of high rasdsociated themselves with those of
humbler station. There was surely no gteatm in this... Cardinal Wiseman himself
would hardly pound Lord John Manners death with huge stones because his
lordship has been caught playing crickettmhis father’s Protestant workmen. Why
should Lord Enniskillen be jammed agaiirsih nails because he chooses to make an
excursion to Derry in company with theoRestant tradesmen &nniskillen?’ the
paper indignantly asked®

This association and involvement witthers beyond one’s own social class
didn’t just show itself on the field of plags shown in the Lord Enniskillen example.
About 3,000 people attended the 1853 Ballynyorersus Coleraine match, notable as
an example of cricket’'s poparty in its own right. Whilst all players in the match
were titled as ‘Esq.” showing their midd§ and elite status, the size of the crowd
denotes that there must haweeh a fair representation of atrata of Irish society in a
small town of this siz&* Indeed, there was a conscious effort by the Botanic Gardens
of Belfast to increase the attendance of th® &ad 68' foot regiments’ match by

offering reduced entrance fees which endutet a large crowd attended and must

% The Irish Times23 June 1859.

3 The Irish Times12 September 1866reeman’s Journall2 September 1866he Irish Times13
September 1866.

>0 Freeman’s Journall3 September 1866.

*1The Irish Times13 September 1866.

2 Freeman’s Journall3 September 1866.

>3 Belfast News-Lette® October 1854.

%44 Belfast News-Letted 5 July 1853.
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have possessed a bdospectrum of socieif” In addition, the advertising by railway
companies of matches included fares at third-class rates, seemingly to attract
commercial workers and small farmers anblolarers, which must have resulted in
some form of associatiaat grounds between classes.

Grounds provision was an obvious routectoss-class cricketing support as
already mentioned in chapter one. Theg@aoro Tenantry versus Moate Club match
in September 1862 saw the tenants of P.C. Judge Esq. play cricket with the use of the
field of A.W. Bermingham. Judge was ¢entleman who has cultivated for himself
the kindest possible regard of his tesdoy many humane and endearing acts... With
such landlords as Mr Judge and Mr Berghiam, there is neither “tenant right” nor
any other rightequired.®*® In addition, the Lurgan Demesne were playing within the
grounds of Lord Lurgan by 1865, with the migers meeting three times a week in
this year’*’ David Potter’s work in Scotland hakown how, in similarity, the Master
of Dunnikier House, James Townsend Oslyabw the establishment of a cricket club
as a way for his staff to amuse themselvather than in dter less-salubrious
activities and his butler and @chman were talented playehs.1856 he seemed to be
playing amongst the ‘lads’ himself®

Whether working-class Irish men playee tpame for the perceived societal or
political benefits for which patrons ght have provided the game is unknown. Yet
the idea of worlng-class ‘dupes* sleepwalking into mantras of cross-class bliss
seems unlikely. Indeed, Dennis O’Keefe hasddiow a number of historians have
evidenced how working-class men paid ‘lip-service’ to ideologies or institutions like
religions to gain access trecreational opportunities® which Peter Bailey has
referred to as potential ‘exploitation meverse’ with working-class people acting

respectably or playing along to gaitisigre or financial benefit through spott.

%4> Belfast News-Letter2 June 1854. Please note that the naming of the Botanic Gardens varied,
sometimes being prefixed with ‘Royal.” Where therevésiation, this is due to a desire to use and
reproduce newspaper material as close to print sshge to retain an authentic feel of reports.

% The Irish Times8 September 1862.

" Handbook 1865-6).48.

48 D.W. Potter,150 Not Out:Dunnikier cricket club(exact publication details unknown, but the
British Library tentatively suggst: privately published, Kircaldy, 2007), p.7 and p.15.

49 3. HargreavesSport, Power and Culture — a social and historical analysis of popular sports in
Britain (Polity Press, Cambridge, 1986), p.3.

®0D. O’Keefe, ‘The Lord’s opening partnership: church and cricket in Calderdale, 1860 to ¢.1920’ in
Sport in Societyol. 15, No.2 (March 2012), p.257.

1 p. Bailey,Leisure and class in Victorian England — rational recreation and the contest for control,
1830 — 188%Methuen & Co, London, 1987), p.185.
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2.4: Working-class cricket

In analysing the involvement of poorer mearh of Irish societyit should be noted
that there is difficulty in ascertainingxactly which socio-economic groups such
players came from within the overamoh term of ‘workng class.” There was
variation in reporting ofridividuals by naming in scorews, and working with the
mainland practice of denoting gentlemen wdtvices like ‘Esq.” and full titles and
those of non-elite status only being givey surname gives some insight into those
playing and at least shows that peolrish men were playing cricke¥ Of course,
some newspaper reports might not havédeately differentiated between players by
social standing and thus many more wogkclass players were no doubt playing than
might be read in scorecards.

Within this ‘working class’ brackethough there are at least three different
sub-groups of categorisation: peasants labdurers who resided in the countryside,
better described as ‘theiral working class®® artisans, who were skilled with their
hands and generally lived in towns; and the more traditional working classes who
worked especially in towns and urban ar@efactories and mills for example.

Naturally, these broad groupings coulddx¢ended and altered further. Within
the working classes, there was of courseina variation in income, social standing
and leisure interests between a worker \iitad tenure of employment and someone
employed more informally. The outlook amtterests of the working classes would
have varied due to age as well as gepigical location in thecountry, as well as
religious beliefs. Likewise, the factory meger, whilst still being working class,
would no doubt have had different vievagcess to and thoughts on cricket compared
to the everyday worker.

Another way of analysing and instggating working-class cricketing
involvement would be to try and distingti how ‘respectable’ the working classes
involved were. Hugh Cunningham’s work hagggested that in Victorian Britain,
division was not necessarilygubetween classes, but betm the respectable and not,
with the middle classes associatinghamhe ‘respectable’ working class&$.Even

though such simplistic judgements have beeestioned by latehistorians as an

52 Major, More than a gamep.268.

*3F. Lane, ‘P.F. Johnson, nationalism, and Irish rural labourers, 1869 —l82himistorical Studies
Vol. XXXIII, No.130 (November 2002), p.191.

>H. Cunninghaml_eisure in the Industrial Revolutiq€room Helm, London, 1980), p.11.
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identity that was constantly beingattenged and debated by contemporatiast

would be a further avenue of research yotdr distil more clearly which elements of

the working classes were playing the ganvehether that be the lawless, stereotypical
peasant of Victorian minds &oy Foster's work has showff or the more aspiring,
‘decent’ members of the working classes. A greater analysis of how these working-
class Irish individuals acesed cricket too would beuitful, to better understand
whether this was self-made or patroniseidure by richer mendss of Irish society

that facilitated access toicket, or indeed not.

In a macro study it is impossible to glastice in analysing the details of
players of cricket from newspaper repodsgd the local histories of the game might
be consulted for a more localised analydiplayers playing. As can be seen, being
‘working class’ was not a homogenous, aatilised conformity that meant the same
thing to every member of this groupingven with these difficulties acknowledged
though, it is clear that poorg@eople in Irish society had involvement and enjoyment
from cricket, challenging the historiogatay which has portrayed cricket as elitist.

For example, in 1859 there was a gaméwveen Grange and Callan, with the
teams made up of players who had ledahat game watching the elite aristocratic
teams as well as from contact with em@eyg on the Desart estate, with many of the
Grange players being local tenant farméfs\ poem from theBelfast News-Lettenf

11 August 1859 would seem to support tiea of whole soeital involvement:

The village lads prepare to leave

The labours of the day;

The cricket-field is loud with mirth,

Of hearty, earnest play;

And gray-haired [sic] men look on and think
Of days that are gone by,

And the light of Summer sunset

Lingers still about the sky’®

The round-arm bowlers versus underhandtch in July 1861 in Dublin saw the

admission reduced to half price to allol @asses (underharfzteing most in vogue

%5 M. Huggins and J.A. Mangan, ‘Epilogue: the dogs bark but the caravan moves on’ in M. Huggins
and J.A. Mangan (eddpjsreputable pleasures — less virtuous Victorians at plagnk Cass, London,
2004), p.206.

¢ please see the chapter ‘Paddy and Mr Punch’ in R.F. FBsiddly and Mr Punch — connections in
Irish and English historyAllen Lane, London, 1993), pp.171-194 for further detail.

> O’Dwyer, The History of Cricket in County Kilkenny.27.

¥ Nenagh Guardian11 August 1859.
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amongst young players and new clubs), goportunity of witnessing the best
representation of both sed of bowling in Ireland®®® There was also a natural
diffusion of cricket, simply by the wataing and subsequent imitation of social
superiors in society. One example isseleral little boys being fined one penny for
playing cricket in Peter Stredtienagh, in late September 1883.

The Navan Town’s duels with Navamicket club in August 1864 highlight
town-based working-class play. All the Navericket club players were referred to as
‘Mr’ in the report, with initial and then suame in innings list, with the Town players
possessing just their second names. I weported that ‘The Club’s members who
played gave the boys of the town a sufistéh luncheon after the first innings’
although there is no referencettos being a juvenile teafi' This rivalry in Navan
ran for the consecutive years of the rdetade, with a new team (or perhaps new
way of referencing the Navan Town team’s identity) of Navan Working Men’s Club
regularly playing the distinctlyniddle-class Navan cricket cldff In terms of rural
play, Colonel Bruen, MP, in providing grounétsr County Carlow at his estate of

Tiny Park led thé-reeman’s Journalo record:

...we can only say, from personal observation, that we have never seen better
cricket by the Irish peasant class than we here witnessed in the case of some,
brought forward by this club and instructed on adjoining farms. Truly such
county clubs must be regardasl the nurseries of crick&t

Probably the clearest sign of peasantrgt orking-class involvement comes through
reports of violence. A match cited from tielkenny Moderatorin the Nenagh
Guardian showed participation by group of manual labouretsading to a rather
undignified end to a match it851, but again reinforcingricket’s spread across the
whole Irish demographic:

The game of Cricket has lately become quite a rage amongst the young men at
the Lake, but the game was unseasonably interrupted by a quarrel as to a

**The Irish Times13 July 1861.

*0Nenagh Guardian26 September 1863.

*5! Freeman’s Journall8 August 1864.

%2 The Navan Working Men’s Club played Slane in late July 1864. All of the Navan men were denoted
just by their second name, whilst the Slane playeessef higher social status, nine of the eleven
being given their initial plus surnameEréeman’s Journal27 July 1864). The Navan Working Men’s
Club played Summerhill too in 1865reeman’s Journal9 August 1865) in addition to Navan cricket
club annually at this time.

%3 Freeman’s Journalé March 1865.
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score, amongst the players which proeskffom words to blows, and ended
in a general melee, in which a ladmed Peter Powell, son to the well known
cobbler of that name, received a blowrr a bat in the head, which produced
such serious consequences that he was conveyed to the County Infffmary.

Likewise, two violent acts in 1862 furthehow involvement by all in society. The
‘young lads’ of Urlingford were playing ericket match at Borrismore when William
Walsh was attacked by Michael Blanchfieldiwa bat after a dispute, which resulted
in a severely fractured skull for Walsh. Both were under eighifédnore morbidly,
John Bowe died in Kilkeasy in Kilkenny i@ctober, having been kicked in the

abdomen in a quarrel that occurred at a cricket ntatdte was just fourteen.

2.5: Middle-class cricket

Cricket teams catering to the middle classed gentry surged in number between
1848 — 1866, but particularly so from the edar860s when Carlisle’s endorsement of
cricket rippled through Dubliand then began to permeatd into the country. In the
urban areas of Ireland such teams woublgehaot been dissimilar to the Sandymount,
who were referred to as having playevho were ‘young gentlemen engaged in
business (professional, &c.) during the dayaking practice confined to mornings
and evenings, possessing 60 meraltgr 1862 and a committee of eigfftCricket in
Cardiff followed a similar route, Canton CC in Cardiff being a level below the elite
Cardiff CC with less financial powemd a broader mix of professional men and
leading local residenf§® Numerous such clubs establidhittemselves in this period,
offering cricket to such individuals. Iraddition to the mdical professionals
mentioned playing in chapter one were othmeddle-class teams: the Trafalgar, with
their headquarters #te Sandymount Hoté?? Bray?’® Ordnance Survey (even if part
of the Army)>"* Dublin Castle’’? Bank of Ireland and Royal Bank, witfhe Irish

Timescommending the rivalry of public offes in England extending into Ireland,

54 Nenagh Guardian20 September 1851.

%% Nenagh Guardian10 September 1862.

% The Irish Times21 October 1862.

%7 Freeman’s Journall9 April 1862.

%68 A, Hignell, ‘Participants and praders: a micro-scale analysis oficket in Cardiff during the
nineteenth century’ iSport in SocietyVol. 15, No.2 (March 2012), p.173.

%% Freeman’s Journall9 April 1862.

> |In early May 1863 their formation was led by P. Jackson, Esq., with the leading gentry set to
support too The Irish Times30 April 1863).

*1 The Irish Times4 July 1861.

*"2The Irish Times2 September 1862.
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calling on other banks and offices of Dublinfollow suit in forming cricket club¥?

The Leinster Bar were another exampleaoDublin middle-class team affording
cricket to the professionals of the capitaland in conjunction with the support
cricket had from the police helps explain why the game could be played by all: if the
lawyers and upholders of the law played glaene, then surely all could and should.

In the country, such teams allowed the gentry — including MPs - a day of
socialising and entertainmeHt. Enniskillen town hosted a meeting on 9 June 1866 to
establish a cricket club, with the Chaam of the Town Commissioners presiding
over the meeting. Within one week, overtyomembers had joined the club, many of
them being ‘gentlemen of influence’ the town and neighbourhood and serving as a
good example of how cricket became popukath middle-class Irish men in the
countryside’’® As with the aristocratic pursuit of the game, cricket afforded all the
fillips of healthiness, manliness, fashion and amusement that all sections of society
were desirous of. Cricket clubs of thisiddling sort provided eminently pleasant
social opportunity, the Leinster club’s dolg of their end-of-season dinner for 1866
at the Exhibition Palace in Dublin witfine food and singing to cap a memorable

season an example of such festivifie's.

3. Institutional play of cricket between 1848 - 1866

3.1: Workplace cricket

Workplace cricket offers another lensdbgh which to view wiking-class cricket

but also naturally included all classes to an extent, and can be roughly broken down
into self-made and patronised leisure bmployers or well-wishers. There are
naturally many examples where the souotefunding for cluls cannot be traced,

where for example a local employer might have donated funds to a club for the

> The Irish Times7 May 1863.

>"*Nenagh Guardian5 August 1865.

"> The Monasterevan versus Edenderry match of 29 July 1863 possessed a ‘fashionable assembly of
the King's County gentry’The Irish Timesl August 1863) whilst the Clara Club versus Sandymount
match in the summer of 1863 predicted ‘A vergigrg match is anticipated, as the county members

of Parliament and many of the local gentry take a lively interest in the Clara Thélrfsh Times6

August 1863).

56 The Irish Times15 June 1866.

" Freeman’s Journalll October 1866.
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benefit of employees in thedal area, but without playingnder the title of that place
of employment.

One of the most prominent examplesself-made workg@ce cricket comes
from the Ballymena cricket club, iran example highlighting the non-elite
participation in cricket, the lack of afteative recreation and ehdrive to keep the
population away from alcohol. Although théslere was self-made, the patronage of a
significant local individual faditated play. In June 1853, thRelfast News-Letter

reported:

The woollen-drapers of Ballymena, having unanimously agreed to adopt the
early closing movement, the young me their employment have taken
advantage of it, by the formation of ac&et club. It consists of twenty-six
members, assistant drapers exclusivetgployed in the several warehouses in
town. The uniform is a scarlet cap, with gold band and tassel, and blue and
white jacket. It cannot be doubtdatat young men, who meet for this
description of recreation, are better able to discharge their duties on the
following day than if they had spent their evenings in taverns, &c., which,
unfortunately, happens too often for warituseful societies to attract them
elsewhere. Mr John Jellett has placedhat disposal of the club a large field
adjacent to the town, witla promptitude and public spiri [sic] quite in
accordance with his reputation of bgi always amongst the foremost in
contributing to the amusement andll-being of his fellow-townsmer®

Ballymena were to go on to be one of the ratps of Irish cricket in later years. In
the south-west of Ireland, employment-basedket was gaining foot too, a cricket
club being formed by the assistants ie #fmployment of Messrs. Cannock Tait and
Company in Limerick under the title of the Garryowen EleX/@ihese two clubs
show Irish working-class men orgaimg cricket of their own volition.

Although it is impossible to ascertainthe following clubs were formed by
employees or employers, other workers’'t@des’ cricket clubs can be found. The
Junior Mechanics’ Club (for those in employment using machines) in Dublin was
formed in 1856%° and in June 1863 a match was played between the employees of
Travers and Sons, the wholesale grocars] those of Mr Borwick, the drysalters,
presumably in Dublin based on geographical reporfth@he New Ross Mechanic

cricket club in Co Wexfortf? and The Engineers’ Cluh the north of Irelant® were

>’8 Belfast News-Letterl3 June 1853.

> Nenagh Guardianl6 March 1864.

80 Freeman’s Journal20 August 1856.
8! Freeman’s Journal2 July 1863.

%82 Freeman’s Journal9 September 1865.
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playing by 1865, the latter seemingly possessing a clear majority of working-class

players?®*

Pat Bracken’s work has shown howahanics’ clubs were established by
1863 in Carrick-on-Suir and Clonmel in Tippey and were playing cricket, being
designed for the benefit of the workingasses with support from the wealthier
members of Irish socief}f> Such an avenue to the game would have diffused to
Ireland from England, with working men’sutds being reported from England at this
time, allowing working-class men the chance for recredffohikewise, in the early
1860s the employees of the local mill were thain players at the Bennettsbridge CC
in County Kilkenny>®’

There were more deliberate attempisencourage crickeby employers as
well. In 1860 a pilgrimage by employees of Richardson, Sons, and Owden to
Castleblaney saw 1,500 men enjoy a dathatdemesne playing games like cricket
and football in addition to a fine picnit the expense of the said employ&fsSuch
benevolence and encouragement of crickes seen elsewhere too: W. Fetherston
Haugh, Esq., of Carrick (presumably the Carrick in Westmeath based on the
opposition team being from this countyas ‘encouraging amongst the young men in
his extensive employment, such a maplgstime as cricket. How much better
employed were both the players and spectatorthat holiday, than if they had been,
as is too often the case on such occasions, spending it in public housesTmeted
Irish Timesregarding a match betwe@arrick and Dalystown in 18627

The most effusive endorsement wbrkplace cricket-playing came from
Messrs Switzer, Ferguson and Company, owonéthie Commercial Hall in Dublin,

‘a great industrial institution’ in the words ®he Irish Times® The patrons threw a
ball in the spring of 1866 for their employesgheir Grafton Stet premises, the men
being the ‘assistants’ of the firm. SwitzerdaFerguson were noted to have taken ‘the
greatest interest in the pursuof their assistants taf business hours’ including
supporting a cricket club, choral class and librdhyin the toasts, Mr Whitcalde, in

offering the thanks of the workers for thell and general suppoisaid: ‘We believe

°83Belfast News-LetteB July 1865.

*84The Irish Times19 August 1862.

%85 BrackenForeign and Fantastic Field Sportgp.31-32.
8¢ Belfast News-Lette6 July 1865.

87 O’Dwyer, The History of Cricket in County Kilkenny.30.
88 Belfast News-Lettedl 1 August 1860.

*9The Irish Times19 August 1862.

*9The Irish Times16 April 1866.

9! Freeman’s Journall4 April 1866.
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that we enjoy privlleges [sic] not usuallaccorded to assistants in the large
commercial houses... Our cricket club expereshin its origin the warmth of your
liberality, and its success fideen established by yosmbstantial assistancg&? Mr
Switzer replied that: ‘It is our wish to regard our assistants as friends, and to
encourage in them an ambitionadvance themselves in lif&*

Mr Switzer’s reply is similar in tonéo the benevolent paternalism that was
seen elsewhere across the United Kingdone &rch story from Scotland saw a day
of amusement thrown at Rossie Pridoy the Dundee chimney sweeps and their
families by Lord Kinnaird and Lady Kinnaird, with Lord Kinnaird providing his
grounds, food and amusements around the drgnkeind for those visitors, stating at
the end that he was sure the men were ptetsey could spend a day without whisky.
The chimneysweeps shook hands with his kbl impulsively at the end of the day,
before returning hom&’ Even the Prince of Wales was admitting the tenantry to
Sandringham to watch the 1Z and twelve gentlemen of Norfolk match in July’¥866.

Whitcalde’s point that the employees of the Commercial Hall were fortunate
in having such benevolent oveess is a fair one as itould be wrong to portray such
workplace teams as the abiding norm: as Hugh Cunningham has said, there was
always a minority of the middle classes wiianted to help and reform the working
classes? For selfish reasons to boost productidrthe workforce, some employers
would have encouraged sport either fog tiealthy, self-improving benefits it could
bring workers or alternatively its stats a preferred activity to the public hodSe.
Alternatively, but less likelywould be the idea that employers were being swept
along in the mainland cricketing craze thawdacal capitalists placing cricket teams
in the same socio-cultural dmket as the arts and musi€and it was certainly the
case that factory owners and industsiai were keen to support and extend the
provision of cricket in the second half the nineteenth century on the mainlard.
Where these workplace, philanthropic and vimgkclass ventures did exist (and they

*92The Irish Times16 April 1866.

%93 |bid.

%4 The Irish Times27 August 1864.

% Belfast News-Lette£1 July 1866.

9% H. Cunningham, ‘Leisure and culture’ in F.M.L. Thompson (&tle Cambridge social history of
Britain 1750 — 1950, volume 2 — people and their environn{@ambridge University Press,
Cambridge, 1990), p.299.

97 Sport was seen as helping to produce more productive, invigorated workers, and thinkers such as
George Cadbury advocated sport forrkess to boost efficiency. Trante3port, economy and socigty
p.59.

% sandiford, ‘England, p.11.

% Hignell, Cricket in Wales: an illustrated historpp.26-27 and p.69.
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were certainly developing in number 1866), they opened up new streams from
which cricket trickled into the mainstream of Irish life.

3.2: Schools, universds and youth cricket

Although schools’ uptake in tHate 1840s was fairly limitedhe playing of cricket at
St Columba’s College, Clongowes dé, Portora Royal School Dungannon, in
addition to the dual school dncollege of Royal BelfasAcademical Institution,
shows that future generations were begig to learn Ireland’s major nationally-
codified team sport from dgrin this investigation.

By 1861 The Irish Times$oasted that ‘Every schowl Ireland has its cricket

ClUb,1600

a statement patently untrue of all scisololit a fair judgement of the leading
institutions nationwide. In the years 1860866 there is record of at least 39 schools
playing the gamé&”* a small number when consiing the thousands of schools
nationwide. The nature and limited numloéithese schools should be emphasised in
comparison to national norms: the numbgschools in Ireland doubled from around
4,500 to approximately 9,000 between 1850 — 1¥dand a glance at the schools
playing show them to be predominantlye endowed, grammand elite private
schools. Ciaran O’Neill's work has showraththose attending tperior’ schools as a
percentage of a yearly intake wefel percent for Anglicans, 0.4 percent for
Presbyterians and 0.2 percent for Cathdfitsagain reinforcing the limited numerical
impact of such play even if this was Iséih incredibly impomnt target group for the
game’s future growth.

60 The Irish Times16 May 1861.

601 Academic Institute; Arlington House Schoolu€en’s County); Armagh Royal School; Bective
College; Belvidere (presumably Belvedere College); Blackrock College; Continental Academic
Institute, Ringstown; Collegiate Institution of Leeson Street, Dublin; Carrickmacross GS; Clongowes;
Cloyne Diocesan School (Mallow); Drogheda Grammar School; Dundalk Academy; Dundalk
Grammar School; Ennis College; Hillborook School;lligglle Park School; Institution School; Irish
Missionary College, Ballinasloe (Galway); Kilkenrgollege; Kingstown School; Mr O’Sullivan’s
School / Mr Sullivan’s School; Mr Wood’s Schodlutgrove School; Parsonstown Grammar School;
Portora Royal School, Enniskillen; Ranelagh School, Athlone; Rathmines School; Royal Hibernian
Military School; Royal School, Banagher (King's Céyin Royal School Dungannon; Santry School;
Sligo School; St Columba’s College; St GermairPgrtarlington; St Stanislaus College; Tipperary
Grammar School; Tivoli Hall Academy; Tullabeg.

€92 | yons, Ireland since the Faming.87.

893 C. O'Neill, ‘Education, imperial caers and the Irish Catholic elite fine nineteenth century’ in D.
Dickson, J. Pyz and C. Shepard (etti3h classrooms and British Empif&our Courts Press, Dublin,
2012), p.100.
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For these institutions, cricket provided the moral, physical, manly, healthy
training that the game was supposedly affaycall in society — be they schoolboy,
soldier or common man. The rbet used for all men about cricket would have been
particularly important for educating the emerging generatidige Irish Times
carrying an article in Jun&859 calling for cricket to be used in schools, boys
becoming ‘lll, not physically, but mentallgnd morally’ with cricket being the
antidote®®* A report in December 1865 was ewmore compelling, in saying ‘There
are no cricket grounds or other placestloé kind about New York, so that the
physical part of the educational system iseattefective’ when taying a visit to the
most prominent grammar school in New York City.

Enthusiastic heads of schools such M Jones of Hollyville Park (who
apparently appreciated that all workdano play would make Jack a dull boy, and
therefore invested his own personal mpre a cricket ground at the rear of the
schoolf® and the Reverend Benson of Raihes School, who was a prolific
supporter of the game inshestablishment in the 1860s and 1870s, show support for
the game from above, no doubt indulging sbeial justificatons for the game.

Many of these schools were proud to drattention to theiassociation with
cricket, showing the game’s usefulness as both a marketing tool and a stamp of
approval for boys’ wider education as desibgcpbarents; advertsgted sixteen times
in total in the autumn of 1861 for Rathmines ScfBand ten adverts placed in the
autumn of 1862 for the Collegiabestitution of Leeson Street, Dubffff both clearly
and repeatedly emphasised the access bdlges# institutions hai cricket facilities
in imitation of the mainland craze in Publschools. Likewise, Hillorook School of
High Holywood, County Down, placed 21 adverts in the summer of 1864 boasting of
the boys’ access to five acresgsbunds for cricket pitché® Schools from England
advertised their offerings in Irish nepapers, highlighting their access to and
provision of cricket, a marketing plojhat was repeated by many schools in

% The Irish Times25 June 1859.

%5 The Irish Times4 December 1865.

€% Mr Jones, principal of Hollyville Park School, Dublin, ‘seems fully to understand the truth of the
saying, so well known and so often repeated by school-boys, “All work and no play makes Jack a dull
boy.” In order to prevent Jack being a dull boy, Mr Jones has laid out, at his own expense, an extensive
cricket ground, at the rear of his school, in whichitwys are wont to while ay their leisure hours at

that manly sport.The Irish Times17 July 1860.

97 For an example, s@he Irish Times8 August 1861.

% Eor an example, séhe Irish Times29 September 1862.

%9 For an example, sd@elfast News-Lette21 June 1864.
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Ireland®'® As such, headmasters also wouldér@ublished their cricketing prowess
as a way to encourage the Irish middle and upper classes to send their children to Irish
instead of mainland schookgeing as cricket vgaan important paxf the curriculum
in Britain. The game certainly was becoming increasingly popular in these
institutions: by the 1860s Blackrock, Ratm®as and Hollyville Park all possessed
second elevens whilst the Academistliute was fielding three sides by 1882.
Some were even starting to tour, witle tRoyal School Dungannon visiting Dublin in
late June and early July 1862and repeating the \vitghe following yeaf™

In the schools where cricket had takesid, the game was of clear importance.
In the Church of Ireland school of St Colba’s, cricket had taken firm root. The
Reverend William Longden, Warden of Stl@oba’s and also founder of Radley
College in Oxford, stated at prize day June 1865 that one of the benefits of
expanding the school would be ‘we should have a better game of cfiék&triew
cricket pavilion had been built at St Colua¥ by 1866, with praise given to the fact
that ‘physical training is garded in St Columba’s Collegas an essaal part of a
system of education whose object is moérely to produce scholars, but sound-
minded, healthy, and vigorous méf’Such was the devotion that the school had a
college professional throughout the centunth masters and Wardens being largely
drawn from Oxbridge with reflection dhe mainland Public School craze for sport
seeing members of the 1XI being awarded caps and bfa%@tse 1866 building of a
substantial pavilion at St Columba’s — chhand scholasticism apart — meant ‘cricket
was the most tangible expression of Stlu@itha’s culture and values’ at this tirffé.

That cricket was played and popular Rnotestant schools in Ireland might
come as little surprise, but there was assignificant amount of play at Catholic

schools such as Blackrock, Clongowes andtanislaus, to name but three. These

®19 For examples see: Portora Royal School, Enniskillen, boasted of their cricket facilities in adverts —
seeThe Irish Times17 March 1865; Kilkenny College boasted of cricket grounds in adverts in spring
1864 — sedhe Irish Times18 March 1864; Hillbrook SchodHigh Holywood, County Down, placed

21 adverts in the summer of 186#doadcasting the boys’ access teefiacres of grounds for cricket
pitches - seBelfast News-Lette21 June 1864.

%11 Blackrock —The Irish Times4 July 1861; Hollyville Park SchoolThe Irish Times9 August 1861;
Rathmines School The Irish Times17 June 1862; Academic Institutelhe Irish Times27 May
1862.

612 Belfast News-LetteB July 1862.

®3The Irish Times27 June 1863. See 1 July 1863 in same publication for the University match report.
4 The Irish Times10 June 1865.

15 The Irish Times11 June 1866.

6183, Bailey and M. Dockrell (eds$t Columba’s Cricket, Not Out 1%8t Columba’s College, Dublin,
1993), pp.7-8.

17 Ibid., p.9.
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schools were actively, and visibly, prommitheir prominence in the game, to the
extent that to enhance thaitring given both Carlow Cabe (a Catholic collegiate
seminary awarding degrees) and St Stauss were employing professionals by
1865°'8 That a Catholic collegiate seminary was playing cricket again challenges the
historiographical view of criet as a Protestant endeavour.

Boys from these elite schaolvere able to continuéeir cricketing education
and enjoyment at the universities of lreda Trinity College, Dublin (the sole
constituent college of Dublin Universjty played cricket enthusiastically and
possessed a 3XI by 1865.In the other major Dublin college of the Catholic
University there was a 2XI by 186%’

Cricket was also played in univérss and colleges outside of Dublin.
Queen’s College Belfast psessed a second team by £86&nd cricket was also
played in the other Queen’s CollegesGurk and Galway, mearg that cricket was
being played in the universities of #ifle major towns of Ireland by the mid-1860s.
Similar to cricket’'s popularity in schoolshis would have an important knock-on
effect in future years as the game wgpsead when these young men became leaders
of local and indeed national society, crlid@ the sport's development in the years
after schooling when these men fannedamrbss the country and would have taken
their pastimes of youth with them to new pastures.

Yet it wasn’t just in schools and univéiss that cricket wa accessible for the
youth of Ireland. The game was noted todhaeceived a remarkable impulse among
our young men’ in 1860 to the deteémt of rowing ad lake activit$?* and away
from formal schools the sport continueddevelop. The ‘young men’ of Templemore
formed a cricket club in the summefr1861, which numbered around 20 members by
June 186%2% and in addition junior teams wefeund at another eight clubs in the
period from the early-to-mid 1866%. Where there were not formalised junior
sections, young players could kstif course play in fuladult teams — as was the case

at the Rutland versus Bray matchnmd-September 1863, where Rutland had ‘many

18 Handbook 1865-6Carlow College (p.50and St Stanislaus (p.58)

1% Freeman’s Journal8 April 1865.

620 Freeman’s Journall9 June 1865.

621 Belfast News-Letterl2 December 1866.

22 The Irish Times10 September 1860.

62 The Irish Timesl July 1861.

624 Juveniles were gaining their own teams in the form of: Junior Charlemont; the Armagh Junior Club;
Clara Juvenile Club; Leinster; Dundalk Juveniles (presumably of Dundalk CC); Ballysax; Curragh
Camp. Rathgar even had a junior second eleven.
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juveniles’ playing®® There was even an attempt to raise a formal representative team
of Young Ireland (no political connection) parted by that ever-constant champion

of the game Charles Lawrenicethe summer of 1861, whiakas to comprise the best
undergraduates and boys of the Irish Public ScHébls.is unclear if this team ever
actually materialised, and the assumptmyuld be safely made that Lawrence’s
departure for Australia at the end of 186{v she death of this project. By 1865 there
was sufficient demand farohn Lawrence’s Handbook of Cricketadvertise specific
youth cricket balls and leg guards for §4l¢o facilitate this youthful interest. Even

for those who had left formal education snhools where cricket was played, there
was an increasing preponderance for old boyspast and present teams to play,

useful in keeping cricketers actiwrethose early pst-school years.

3.3: The military - the Army and civilian militias

The military were important for their earlygyl of the game in Ireland. Their play was
important in providing opposition to local clubs in Ireland and particularly so in
remote areas throughout the yseaf 1848 to 1866. At nationddvel, various Military

of Ireland teams could be formed to plajteetivilians, being exclusive and special
representative matches that added a furthgin déinterest to the cricketing calendar.
With regimental and battalion formationaturally and easily dieeating to provide
teams, inter-regimental and inter-gaorisgames proved a useful activity and outlet
for the military as well as their civilian opponents.

By 1855, possibly 50 percent of the rank-and-file British Army was Irish
Catholic®?® important because of the exposuigHrmen would have gained towards
cricket when based in barracks eitherthe United Kingdom or overseas, where
cricket was used to pass time. As a lesmany depot battalions in Ireland were
Catholic®® and troops were used to defettteir own countrymen in times of
agitation, which made the Army actually mgrepular than might benagined and in
many instances more populdran the police Wo were the surveillance gatherers.

This closeness is exemplified by scemesGalway in 1852, where dragoons and

625 Freeman’s Journal23 September 1863.

% Ereeman’s Journal22 June 1861.

827 Cricket balls were being especially made for youths by 1865 (p.84) and youth leg guards too (p.86),
both sourced from thidandbook 1865-6

528 Bartlett,Ireland - a History p.311.

29 Crossman, ‘The Army and law and order,’ p.360.
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civilians of all classes danced togethefitlles and flutes, whilst soldiers also gave
well-received theatricall®ws at Ballinasloe in 1868° This closeness extended to
cricket in hundreds of instances, andhe summer of 1862 a match was played on
the drill field of Templemore barracks between the military of the garrison and the
young men of the town, with the sergeaoitshe depot enteaitning the young men to
dinner afterwards. It was noted that soofethe officers took part in the match,
although the emphasis on the sergeants shaledvolvement ofess well-heeled
members of the military opposed to granddksse men probably being Irish men in
the Army. The presence of the ‘young manthe town’ also implies an informal,
humbler status than those of the elite cibsupporting the idea of cross-class play
not just between civilians in Ireland buttimse matches involving the military too.

In addition to a high proportion of Irish soldiers learning cricket in the British
Army, changes by Howick Grey, Colonial @etary, meant that new recruits from
1847 could enlist for ten years before retifffigmeaning Irish men could now return
home to Ireland at an earlier age, probabligetter condition to play and teach cricket
to fellow Irish men than under old Army rgleOfficers based in Ireland integrated
with the respectable local @énry, spreading the game to local elites, as shown in the
early matches played in the country. Thstijication for military cricket existed in
likeness to the civilian norms and morek health, happires and morality, with
games such as ‘football, cricket, racing, &&c,, so conducive to the soldier’s health
and strength®®®

Such was the seriousness with which cricket was treated and revered at the
Curragh Camp that a match involving theglii Infantry Regiments’ sergeants and
that of another troop supposedly saw thieeottroop dressing their best privates as
sergeants to play as officers. This diggdsan NCO of the said corps who observed
the match, so much so that he felt compelled to writ€hte Irish Timedo air the
issue, emphasising the seriousness and ityegjrthe game, something that was not
isolated to the military with dputes between school teams ¥oThe writer made

plain that the officers of oneegiment would not be able to match the NCOs and

3% Theodore HopperElections, Politics and Society in Ireland 1832 — 188822.

8! Nenagh Guardian5 July 1862.

832 p, Burroughs, ‘An unreformed Army? 1815-18@8D. Chandler and I. Beckett (ed3he Oxford
History of the British ArmyOxford University Press, Oxford, 2003), p.177.

53 The Irish Times21 October 1862.

834 The Nutgrove and Academic Institution schools had a very public argument in the colufites of
Irish Timesabout a similar issue of hesty and fair play — s€khe Irish Times28 May 1863.
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privates of another, implying that themaerically-stronger everyday rank-and-file to
be better than the smaller grouping of officers, interesting in therefore showing the
talent many common Irish soldiers mhsive possesseditifis was the casg®

As well as the regular-serving Army, another group of military men demand
analysis. Irish militias were raised at timesrdecurity, and surely must have played
some role in cricket's rise due to pairne soldiers’ association with the full-time
Army, given the military’s support for thgame and the commissioning of cricket
grounds in all barracks from 1841. In 1855, ¢heere 40 militia regnents in Ireland,
with one in every county (and two in some), whilst there were also an extra 10
artillery militia regiment$® These part-time militia regiments were raised for the
duration of the Crimean War between 1854 -61&&s well as during the turbulence of
the Indian Mutiny in 1857. For example, the Louth militia was re-embodied in 1855,
with an officer class of the local gentngchthe merchant classe=dolent of the cross-
class interaction mentioned on cricket fieldsThe Louth Rifles had annual training
lasting between 21 — 28 days a yeaithvi2,800 enrolling between 1855 — 1876, of
whom 38 percent were labouréf& By 1860, there were 370 men in the Waterford
militia alone, which had been in existence for all but one year between 1854 - 1860
inclusive®®® Across the years of investigatiomjlitias are found playing cricket in
recorded matches in tmewspapers investigatdtf.It would be remiss to suggest the
raising of these militias was the key reason for cricket's development or even that the
Army deliberately then tried to train Irighen in cricket whilst raised in formations,
but the militias add another dimensionltsh men’s access to cricket in the mid-
Victorian period.

The military’s role should not be overstated. Even in the earliest years of
investigation in the late 1840s, military d@t teams peaked at most at around 1/3 of
all teams, and analysis of the teanmaypig in Ireland in th years 1860 — 1866 shows
that the military were now vastly outnumbered by civilian teams by almost 7:1 (see

635 The Irish Times5 August 1863.

6% For a general overview of the Irish militias, see R.G. Haffiee Irish Regiments 1683-1999
(Spellmount, Staplehurst Kent, 1999), pp.270-281.

37 Gavin and O’DonnellMilitary Barracks Dundalkp.15.

638 B, Hall, Officers and Recruits of the Louth Rifles 1854-1§7Be Dun Laoghaire Genealogical
Society, Dublin, 1999): annual training lasted 21 - 28 days (p.16); 2,800 individuals enrolled with the
Louth Militia between 1855 — 1876 (p.31), 38 percent of whom were labourers (p.33).

839 Major O.W. Cuffe Records of the Waterford Militia, 1584 to 1888aterford, 1885), p.19.

840 For example the North Cork Militia Club played the Cloyne Diocesan School (Mallow) in late
September 1863rfe Irish Times28 September 1863).
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diagram seven), dismissing the picture avicket as a garrison game or colonial
venture. This again proves that crickeent beyond a military amusement and had

become a localised Irish game.

Diagram seven: classification of cricket teams between 1860 - 1866
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4. Religion, nationalism and Unionism

4.1: Cricket’s support in both Prestant and Catholic churches

Christian churches played their part farthering the game away from formal

schooling, where it has been shown thathbG&tholic and Protestant institutions

enthusiastically played the game. Owingthie paternalistic and well-wishing nature

of many religious social entaipes, there can be little guise at the concern shown

for Irish citizens through such groups, and marsgances can be seen of this nature.
The sport was supported by Protestawtt) cricket played at Sunday School

days in addition to Protestant schoolsJuly 1857, a trip was arranged by the Band

of Hope Society with Sabbath Schoolghe north of Irelandgarrying at least 13,000

people by train from towns in Donegal, Londonderry, Tyrone and Antrim to Portrush,

with the day observed as a general holiday in Ballymoney, Ballymena and Coleraine

(all of which coincidentally had cricketutds). Cricket and other sports were played
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for the afternoofi** Children of the Sunday and DaiBarochial Schools at Holywood
received entertainment from Rev. J.Codd and Mrs Flood the next month, with 250
children plus their teachers attending. H@vhad lunch and a blessing, the children
were allowed to play for thafternoon, with cricket arfdotball both being playetf?

whilst 170 returned for a similar jaunt in 1888 Sunday School days of Cashel and
the Redcross Sunday and Day Schools in Co Wicklow show this as a trend in the
1860s too, prizes being providéat cricket at the latte¥*

In addition to such Protestant groups, the Catholic Young Men’s Society,
potentially boasting 127 brahes across the country bg56 and in likeness to the
temperance movement of the time inoyding moral guidance and intellectual
improvement in working-class men, providecricket as one form of societal
training®*® Dublin Catholic Young Men’s Soeiy possessed their own gymnasium
and cricket ground by the earh860s, allowing the osmosis of these ideals on the
field of play®® Their ground possessed a stand, and in addition to the ‘many
members’ the club had, possessed ‘some excellent crick¥ters.’

The ecclesiastical rule of Paul Cullen thie Catholic Church in Ireland is
important to contextualise this Catholaying of the game. Cullen had been
installed as Archbishop of Dublin ih852 and became a Cardinal in 1866, before
retiring in 1878, thus leadirtye Irish Catholic Church fahe majority of the years of
this investigation. He was ‘of the most @ngpromising type’ in the words of Charles
Lysaght - who enforced a ‘systematic policy which made its influence felt and feared’

leading to limited opposition within the churfi.That cricket was played widely and

641 Belfast News-Lette24 July 1857.

642 Belfast News-LetteB1 August 1857.

643 Belfast News-Lette29 July 1859.

%44 The Cashel Sunday School Fete was held at the Cathedral in mid-summer 1863, which 73 children
attended, with the group retreating to the Deamtoyse grounds. The ‘great event’ of the day was a
cricket match between two teams, with parents aedds of pupils having joined the children for the
amusementsNenagh Guardian5 August 1863). The Reverend John A. Dickinson held the annual
entertainment for children of Redcross Sunday and Day Schools in Co Wicklow in September 1863,
with almost 70 children attending. Athletic gamesl &ricket were played by the children, with prizes

for the winnersThe Irish Times19 September 1863).

845 Although it is difficult to knowhow much cricket was played due to a lack of secondary literature,
Michael O’'Rourke’s work investigating the WexdbCatholic Young Men’s Society shows that this
branch possessed a cricket club, which seemingly would have been the case in many other institutions.
M.A. O’'Rourke,History of the Wexford Catholic YouMgn's Society 1855 — 2008 voluméBteffni,
Enniscorthy, Co Wexford, 2008 - 2009 — exact publication date unknpwi)-6.

84 Ereeman’s Journal7 July 1863 an@he Irish Times7 May 1863.

7 Freeman’s Journal7 May 1863.

848 | ysaght (ed)The Times: great Irish livep.44.
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publically by Catholic schools and otheodies would not have endured across the
years of this thesis if the ge had not had his approval.

The prevalence and visibility of pldy Catholic organisations is noteworthy.
Leading Catholic schools, seminary colegand informal associations were all
involved in the game, particularly in laad middle-class Catholic schools such as
Blackrock College. Schools like Blackio and Terenure College, had been
established at the instigation of Culféfand it would have been impossible for them
to be openly playing cricket and advertisitings fact in newspapers if the game did
not at least have his impiidlessing, especially asshBee was Dublin. Schools like
Blackrock and Clongowes wer&renched in CatholicistA® and Blackrock’s
enthusiasm for the game is worthy of ati@mtin that their connection to the Irish
Catholic hierarchy - after their inauguratiantheir behest - had remained strong, thus
showing the game’s endorsement from the Church’s le8tfdrikewise, the Catholic
University School played cricket throughdbts period, having been developed as a
preparatory secondary-levelhsml for students to progressttee Catholic University
itself under the gaze of Paul Cull&h.

These schools modelled themselves on the English product which the Catholic
middle classes in Ireland had a traditifrsending their children to board®af.These
schools indulged in ‘mimicry’ of the English schools, offering all they offered and
valued to avoid disivantaging themselvés?

The Catholic University in Dublin vgaanother leading Catholic educational
institution also heavily involved in cricke€ullen had been directly involved in the
establishment of the Catholic University in 1882with an opening attended by
100,000 people according to police repantsa day of exuberant celebratiofi.The
University had been established by ti@dic bishops in Ireland in 1854 as a
counterweight to the Protestadominated Trinity Colleg®’ Such was the

849 C. O’carroll, ‘The pastoral vision of Paul Cullen’ in D. Keogh and A. McDonnell (&s)inal

Paul Cullen and his worl@Four Courts Press, Dublin, 2011), pp.127-128. In 1866 Cullen was created
Cardinal by the Holy See, although his encouragement of Catholic schools as mentioned above
occurred when Archbishop of Dublin.

850 C. O'Neill, ‘Rule Etonia: educating the Irish Catholic elite 1850 — 1900’ PhD thesis submitted to the
University of Liverpool, UK, June 2010, pp.1-2.

1 |bid., p.38.

82 o'Carroll, ‘The pastoral vision of Paul Cullen,’ p.129.

853 O’Neill, ‘Rule Etonia,” p.55.

%4 bid., p.27.

85 orcarroll, ‘The pastoral vision of Paul Cullen,’ p.128.

85 Comerford,The Fenians in contexp.79.

7 Ibid., p.6.
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importance and publicity of theniversity that itis impossible cricket was played
without at least the passing acceptance aof Rallen and other leading Catholics of

the time.

4.2: Support by nationalists

Most would assume that cricket in Ireland was the pursuit of Unionists, yet cricket did
not carry clear and overriding associatievith England or Britain and was certainly
supported by nationalists. Reading the newspagfetse time, it isapparent that there

are a few (although not substafiyiamore references to ¢hgame’s English roots in

the early 1860s in comparison to earlieange— perhaps an unsurprising state when
bearing in mind the hugely increased numbkreports being published. At various
times the game was referredas a ‘British field sport®® and the ‘British darling®”®
whilst it was also reported that ‘In a few ygatr will no longerbe the great English
game.®®® Yet at the same time cricket alé®came increasingly associated with
nationalism, often reporteds an Irish possession —papular refrain being ‘our
national gamé® and with this came a greater desio take possession of the game

as an lIrish pursuiThe Irish Timeded these calls in 1861, saying:

Cricket has been hitherto considered a peculiarly English game, yet there is no
reason why it should be st.is one of the most nmdy and athletic of all
games, and, consequently, there igeason why it shouldot be thoroughly
indigenated in Ireland... The game hasv been very generally taken up in
Ireland. We have several cricket clulssaciated with the metropolis, and it is
cheering to observe, with the first aapance of fine weather, the wickets
pitched once mor&?

Likewise, Mr G.F. Shaw felt compelled &ay that cricket had been ‘naturalized’
amongst Irish people in these years, a development that pleased him on his wider

discourse about physical educatf&h.

88 Cricket was referred to as a ‘British field spdrt’an advert by Henrreer’s wareroom in May

1860 Belfast News-LetteB1 May 1860).

9The Irish Times29 December 1863.

9 The Irish Times4 September 1860.

61 SeeNenagh Guardian30 July 1864 for example.

2The Irish Times22 April 1861.

3 Mr G.F. Shaw delivered a leae at the Dublin Athenaeum BPecember 1862 on ‘Education of the
Commercial Man’ and in particular on the importanéghysical education. He spoke favourably of
many sports like athletics, gymnasium and rackets, also saying that ‘The game of cricket has been of
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This increasing pride in Irish cricket evinced itself in more blatant and
increasingly-proud forms. It was boasted in 1860 that within a decade English and
Irish national elevens woultkee an evenhanded fighithen eleven English will
content [sic] against an equal numb&f.Following the All England Eleven match in
September of this year it was hoped thatging from the general display of skill
yesterday on the part of the Twenty-two, may safely augur that the day is not far
distant when the combat will be even, set man for ff8rThis increasing pride in
wanting equality with English cricket wahown in the cry that ‘If her (England’s)
admirers were to visit the King’s and Qu&e€Gounty, and peep tio the classic town
of Portarlington, probably they would discowes fine a “Grecian” and as “light” a
batsman as any of the “Versemen™drrow, or the cricketers of Etoff®

The strongest indication that cricket wast seen as specifically or clearly
English or British but a game played freelydamillingly by all, comes in the support
of nationalistic organisationkke the newspapers dfhe Nationand theFreeman’s
Journal These publications would not hawseipported the game if it were so,
particularly The Nation the most aggressively nationalistic publication consulted.
Although far from widespread reporting Time Nation the reports that were presented
showed little hostility towards the game; the events surrounding the Eton and Harrow
cricket match were reported without any associated B&rghe newspaper made
possibly its most vocal support for cri¢kenown in the mid-1860s, in reporting the

opening to the Ballymahon’s second seasoa @sb, when the paper proclaimed:

...let us pray, long may the young cricketkve to whirl the bat, spin the ball,
and defend their wickets for their own recreation, for the amusement of their
friends, and, first and foremost, andhose all, for the promotion of kindly
feelings amongst Irishmen of different ranks and <&¢ts.

It is worth noting that this piece was from a corresponderithefNation, being a
bona fidereport: it was not a letter from an unregentative reader. The rest of the

page in which this report was made details reports about emigration, the Fenian

late years naturalized among us’ which obviously pleased him as part of his broader diSdmrse (
Irish Times 5 December 1862).

4The Irish Times31 August 1860.

5 The Irish Times4 September 1860.

®The Irish Times3 May 1861.

7The Nation23 July 1864.

%% The Nation21 April 1866.
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movement, Fenians in America and the aroésilleged Fenians and the charging of
printing and publishing seditiousallads. So fairly pro-lrahd and pro-independence.

In addition, by 1866 thd-reeman’s Journalcarried the most newspaper
reports out of any of the seven undevestigation, out-reporting the other daily
newspapers ofhe Irish Timesand theBelfast News-Lettecombined for this year.
Being a Catholic, nationalistic newspapthus further confirms not only the
acceptability but also the pleasure that crickas providing to such sub-sections of
Irish society.

This increasing ownership of cricket hgtionalists was reciprocated in rising
nationalism in other publications, with jogen in nationalistic victories. There was
immense pride and pleasure at the beating the MCC received at the hands of the
Gentlemen of Ireland in latday 1862, smugly noted as ‘the more satisfactory when
it is considered that only a few yearscarthe game of Crickevas virtually unknown
in this country.®® ‘Erin’s sons’ were noted aspeesenting the country in a match
referenced as ‘Ireland v England’ in tiNenagh Guardiarregarding Wilsher and
Stephenson’s eleven’s visit to Ireland to ptewenty-two of Dublin and twenty-two of
Belfast in May 1864’° Creeping nationalisation of ttgame is shown in the many
new teams who emerged with pro-Irish nantee United Shamrock, The Green Flag,
Naas Shamrock, Edenderry Shamrock and Patriotic CC reinforce the idea that cricket
and proud Irish nationalism were not exclesentities. Even that great future leader
of the nationalist cause, Charles Parnells waative in cricketingircles, for example
hosting a South County Wicklow (with thienplication made that Parnell had
organised the South Wicklow team) ver&andymount match, providing a ‘splendid
luncheon’ with the match held at Avondale, his family héfie.

The cross-channel rivalry was certainlyolring at this time, evidenced by the
Kendal Mechanics’ Institute visit in theramer of 1865 to play the North of Ireland
club, the visitors beingdaten easily, leading thgelfast News-Letteto hope a more
powerful team could be brought over thdldwing year: ‘we adwe the English to
bring a stronger team, the shillelagh mayvlong since ceased to be the only weapon
that Paddy can use with effect, the keit bat being now added to the li8¥'As
Declan Kiberd has noted, Paddy at thisetinn representing Ireland, was seen as

% The Irish Times29 May 1862.

70 Nenagh Guardian7 May 1864.

7! Freeman’s Journall0 August 1863.
672 Belfast News-Lette7 June 1865.
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indolent, unstable, emotional, roary, childish and feminin&2 The fact that Paddy
was now wielding a bat thus carried enormmetaphorical weighparticularly when
written in a Protestant, Unionist publica which shows the acceptability of being a
political Unionist but also a cricketing ti@nalist. Horace Rochfort also exemplified
this rising nationalism in demanding in a letterTioe Irish Timeson 8 September
1866 that the Gentlemen of Ireland tearokpd to play 1Z in mid-September 1866
should be composed solely ofote who were genuine Irish m&. This was
certainly a time of rising pride in Irish cricket, including an opposition and contrast to
the English playing of the game.

For some nationalists, cricket was beingdias a cover for political meetings.
Groups from Callan, Kilkenny and Carrick-Suir in County Kilkenny met in
October 1860, under the guise of cricketeThen wore bits of green ribbon on their
breast, with over 50 people coming fromr@z-on-Suir, of whom it was reported
that they were mainly shop-assistants smadesmen. The players pitched wickets at
Dunnamaggin in County Kilkenny, wherense ‘mock play was gone through.” After
the game, the participants retired tgpueb to spend many hours together, and as a
result was not forthcoming in the mhjca return fixture was arranged for the
following Sunday. The Phoenix Society wé&rewn to have a strong hold in Carrick-
on-Suir and on this night thewn was decorated with documents bearing swords and
pikes and messages afdisloyal kind®”® It should be noted thétwasn't just cricket
that was used as a cover for political meetings at this%itne.

This 1860 meeting under the guise of cricket was not an isolated event.
Cricket was used as cover for a nationgbslitical meeting of 800 to 1,000 men in
the autumn of 1864 again at Dunnamaggiithvpeople travelling from as far as
Dublin to attend. Although in instances likieis, the nationalists in question were
probably exploiting cricket's mition as a legitimate ararfor meeting and political
discussionThe Belfast News-Lettatill believed that this event would lead to cricket

673 D. Kiberd, ‘Irish Literature and Irish History’ in R.F. Foster (eflye Oxford History of Ireland
(Oxford University Press, Oxford, 2001), pp.263-264.

®"*The Irish Times8 September 1866.

675 Belfast News-Letterl2 October 1860.

67 Fenians were using hurling afabtball to conceal political meiegs in Mayo in 1865. Se&elfast
News-Letter 16 September 1865Fhe Irish Times,30 November 1865; an@he Irish Times6
December 1865. Fenians also used the Carrick-anf8gatta in 1865 to publicise their griefhe

Irish Times 22 September 1865). Roy Foster’'s work has also highlighted Fenians meeting for fake
cricket matches by the 1860s — Foshidodern Ireland p.394.
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being played far more widely by nationalféfs- an idea that is far from absurd when
considering the pro-nationali¥he Nation’s positive coverage of cricket in the mid-
1860s.

Overall, the ownership and celebratiohthe game by naihalists and as a
vehicle for nationalism significantly chatliges the idea of cricket as a purely
Unionist game and also shows that sportiagonalism could be seen in Irish cricket
by the mid-1860s, destroyingethidea that it was only dm 1884 that nationalists

found a sporting outlet.
4.3: Support by Unionists

Common assumptions would prdihya not evoke surprise dlhe interestand support
for cricket from Unionists and Unionigtublications. Yet much like the seemingly-
anachronistic nationalistic support for Queewtbfia, it might surprise some to learn
that these Irish political Uanists were proud sporting t@nalists and cheered for
Ireland against mainland teams once wiskhad been pitched. David Powell has
highlighted the ‘dual identity’ of Uniosts in nineteenth-century Ireland who saw
themselves as both British and Irf$Awhilst Krishan Kumar has similarly noted the
‘dual nationalities’ that abounded ihe United Kingdom in the centuf{’ Linda
Colley’s oft-quoted image of identity notibg like hats, in that people could wear
many at the same time in the nineteenth century, correlates weffhtris within

this current that Unionist support mus¢ seen: it was not seen as duplicitous or
strange for those supporting Union to cheelahrd in cricketing contests in addition
to the obvious support that nationalists provided, nor was it seen as insincere to
consider oneself a proud Irishman as veslla member of the United Kingdom. The
example of the Church dfeland school St Columba'€ollege is a good case in
point, where the Irish and British dimeémss of the school were interlinked;
supporting Empire was not seen as arighlor loving Irelad less than Britaiff* As

a result, Unionist publicains and political voters celefied victories over the

677 Belfast News-Lette7 October 1864.

678 D. Powell,Nationhood and identity: the British State since 180B. Tauris Publishers, London,
2002), p.252.

679 K. Kumar, The making of English National IdentifCambridge University Press, Cambridge,
2003), p.179.

880, Colley, Britons: forging the nation 1707 — 188Rimlico, London, 1994), p.6.

%1 3. Pyz, ‘St Columba’s College: an Irish schoottie age of empire’ in DDickson, J. Pyz and C.
Shepard (eds)rish classrooms and British Empif€our Courts Press, Dublin, 2012), p.133.
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mainland but without this lweming dubious or disloyallhis sporting nationalism
was fuelled by the visits of mainland teams which increasingly came to tour Ireland,

particularly in tke decade of the 1860s.

5. Some early problems: a lackgrbfessional players and structure

5.1: An absence of professional players

Although cricket had developed support acrasslasses, in all regions and amongst

a wide variety of institutins, political and religious dobks, one glaring contrast
with the mainland is the absence of fully-professional touring teams. There were
professionals plying a trade at individlugubs, but by 1866 there had been no
replacement for the defunct All Irelandelzen team following Charles Lawrence’s
departure in 1861. This on its own was naasastrophic problem, father sports in
Ireland in the late nineteenth centuryclsuas hurling, football, rugby, soccer and
athletics were esstally amateur. However, a negrofessional team would no doubt
have helped spread the game, and tdomparison with the approximately 20
professional teams in England tleisted until the 1880s is strikifitf

5.2: A lack of administrative structure or a national cricket union

Between 1848 — 1878, cricket in Ireland never developed a formalised administrative
structure, a sporting union tead the game. Charles Lawrence had been an unofficial
administrator, popularising the gameabhgh coaching in leading Dublin clubs, his
leadership of the All Ireland Eleven anctgrand matches hegamised as promoter.

Yet he was not a formal leadership figureauaron. The other great patron of the game

in the 1850s, Earl Carlisle, was a figurethea cheerleader or an enthusiast. Beyond
lending either grounds or hisetorical or visible supportje was not involved in the
day-to-day running of #hsport. The third of Irish iwket's key individuals - Charles
Lawrence — did take some administrative stdqut without fully formalising this role

or position. This was to be one of the fags of Irish cricket by the 1870s, when the

sport was unable to defend r@invent itself against increasingly attractive alternative

%2 Major, More than a gamep.192.
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sporting or leisure alternatives; cricket waegralysed in the face of better organised
recreational outlets by the@wclusion of this thesis.

There were some steps taken to adstiation in the years to 1866, and one
such area was in terms of publicising ardanging games. W.H. Greer of Belfast
intended to produce a register of crickeatches for the month of June in 1881,
whilst this idea was also touted in a lettefftee Irish Timesalling for the names of
secretaries and their addresses to be subjoined to all match details to allow the contact
and challenging of teams to allow more cricket to be played in ¥8&3. July, The
Irish Timeswas calling for a list of matches b@ published to alle all who took an
interest in the game to be aware of foaiming fixtures, saying such a register would
exist within a few month&>

Although from 1865 onwardslohn Lawrence’s Handbook of Cricket in
Ireland was published, even this was a stepaeed from a formal cricket union to
organise leagues, cups opresentative teams. The puatiion of this almanac relied
upon the exertions of local cludecretaries to administratand initiate cricket and
then report it to Lawrence for publication in thlandbook and when Lawrence
ceased publication in 1881, there washing nationally to fill the void.

There were steps towards selection committees for prominent teams, but this
again fell short of a regmised and permanent body. The All England Eleven match
in August 1860 to play twenty-two of Ireld saw players sateed not for their
patronage (called ‘the old system’), but for the standard of thei{fldycommittee
met to select the twenty-two of Ireland ptay the United South of England in the
summer of 1865 as another exampleoafanisation and pre-selectii.The match
between the Gentlemen of the North awaitd of Ireland in July 1863 was played not
with the aim of just putting on a good tol, but also allowing younger players
representative honours — witn emphasis on showcasipgovincial players and
giving an impetus to clubs outside of DublAs a result the teams selected were not
the strongest they could have been, betytiwvere deliberately selected by Horace
Rochfort for the South and A.P. McNeill fire North with the intention of growing

the game and enthusing support féfitClubs were beginning torganise themselves

683 Belfast News-Lette28 May 1861.
®84The Irish Times14 June 1861.
85 The Irish Times12 July 1861.

¢ The Irish Times16 August 1860.
7 Freeman’s Journall May 1865.
8 The Irish Times21 July 1863.
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better as well, with a Midland Counties team playing the Vice Regal Eleven in August
1864°° and there was also a desire for geeatttachments to counties in county
games, the Co Wicklow versus Co rloav match in September 1865 seeing all
players having been born in these sadnties, as agreed, something Fneeman’s
Journal wished was seen more, to en@ge younger players and evince local
pride®®® However, selection protocols were-laoc, localised or one-off suggestions

or policies, again lacking the permanentat an established union could have
provided.

Attempts were made to improve the speletat matches, an organic idea that
developed naturally amongst cricketevgithout an overarching direction or
destination. Named umpires meincreasingly used, whilthe preparation of grounds
was developing, in conjunction with the uskerollers and grass cutters, Tom Davis
being one individual enjoying increased aaddor his work on the Phoenix wickets.
Significant work went into preparing the groufad the 1Z versus twenty-two of Cork
match in 1866, with the Corporation of Carkvolved, showing an increased care of
preparatiorf™ There were attempts being maddudher the spectacle of games, not
just with advertisag, balloon rides or sumptuousod, but through the physical space
of the grounds: a national sports ground pasned for development in Balydoyle to
support the national sportscluding cricket, in 1865% Following the University
Foot Races of 1866 and the surplus remaining from that year, the committee
organising the races decidéml use these funds to build new cricke pavilion, not
only to promote interest in the splendid gamhericket, but also to add to the beauty
of the College Parf®® Yet these movements were nevealised, and Irish cricket

never established a recognised home ground to develop folklore.

6. Conclusion

A much wider range of Irish men enjoyed cricket in the years 1848 — 1866 than might

be assumed. Although it is impossible imational, macro studyo numerate the
exact percentages of players’ backgroundsatwdan be shown deast is that all

%89 Freeman’s Journal8 August 1864.

899 Freeman’s Journal9 September 1865.
9! Freeman’s Journal4 September 1866.
92 The Irish Times19 May 1865.

%3 The Irish Times31 May 1866.
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classes, nationalists and dnists as well as Catholicac Protestants patronised the
sport. Cricket was permeating society, the game being played across the whole of
Ireland by 1866, in both towns and the countigsand with greagnthusiasm in many
localities where the game had become a veHl local pride. It was from this solid
grounding as identified in these first two ctep that cricket's popularity would go

on to peak in the early-to-mid 1870s befbeginning to retract ithe late 1870s for a
variety of reasons, some of which — likiee lack of administrative structure or

national cricketing union — had been forewarned from the early 1860s.
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Chapter three: reaching the apogee of Irish cricket,
1867 — 1872

Cricket was a popular sport in Irelarehd continued to grow, stretching and
tentatively planting itself ever further t;n the extremities of the country both
geographically and socially in the yedi®67 - 1872. Yet there a growing sense in the
newspaper reports of theseays that the initial excitemeand novelty — the stimulus

- of cricket had somewhat wo off. The game was still developing in popularity but
was now an established pastime, not qumitendane, but certainly deposed from its
status as the new and exciting game ef ¢arly 1860s. Part of the reason for this
decline in the enthusiasm for cricket laythe emergence of other sports. One of the
major reasons for the popularity of cricketle earlier years ofivestigation was due

to a distinct lack of other social @rcultural opposition, yet by the early 1870s a
whole range of other sports were camito increasingly challenge cricket as
recreations in their owmight: athletics, rowing, ugby, shooting and even more
unusual sports like pigeon shooting weraw lurking as threats to cricket’'s non-
equine sporting hegemony tfe mid-1860s. In additiormajor structural problems
like the lack of a national administration, ground and cups and competitions were still
not addressed. Cricket hadbaoad base but shallow roots that depended on local

generosity, a situation that wanstable for long-term popularity.

1. The people who played cricket between 1867 - 1872

1.1: Continued support from the leaders of Irish society

Whilst not unique in attractinghe patronage of Viceroys! cricket no doubt
benefitted from its continuing association wikie political leaders of Irish society in
the late 1860s and early 1870s. Aberc®figeroy for the cricketing seasons of 1867

and 1868 before being replaced in Decembt the latter year, was a solid if

894 Abercorn patronised the Abercorn Stakes at the Curragh in 1866 and 1867. [Mérsgs, Lords
and Racing Memnp.172.
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unspectacular supporter, attending anttquésing games in his years of offitg.
Under Abercorn’s rule there was a Vice Regal ground, but no Vice Regal team of
note, only one game being played on the ground in the 1867 $8a3tis was to
change with the appointment of awnericketing Viceroy in December 1868, when
Spencer arrived in Dublin to take up théministrative reingnd in 1870 six games
were played at the Lodd&’ In addition to providing theatronage that almost all
Viceroys, cricketers or not, affoed cricket by supporting leading gani&sSpencer

was notable for his playing involvement innges, taking part in at least three games

in his first season at the helm and in all of the years 1869 - 1872 indlisivevas

such involvement that led the Royal Horticmll Society, at their annual dinner in
October 1872 at the Gresham Hotel in Dublin, to praise Spencer in a toast to the

Viceroy:

His Excellency was identified with ewghing Irish. As a sportsman in the

field, he always occupied a favourite fiimm. On the cricket field, he was

well known as an ardent lover of tlgame, and at the rifle range he was
always able to hold his owi{’

Needless to say, the identification of crickes a distinctly Irish pastime further
emphasises the national identity the gamd formed. Couplewith the support of
Spencer, the endorsement of the Royal ifaadded further commuing kudos to the
game, with the Prince of Wales reportechdeen cricketing fan as in earlier ye&Ys,
attending the Dubliweek of 1871 — a weeloihg cricket festivalike the Canterbury

69 Abercorn attended games on the 1867 1Z tour when they played in Dublin, heading a particularly
impressive list of attendees at the 1Z — Gentlemen of Ireland match in SeptembeTh8arish

Times 12 September 1867) and also patronised th&rigland Eleven versus twenty-two Gentlemen

of Ireland match in 1868 in adverts in addition to a formidable roll call of the well-tev@erhan’s
Journal 1 June 1868).

9% Handbook 1867-8p.4.

%97 Handbook 1870-1pp.13-14.

%% For instance, Spencer patronised the All England Eleven versus twenty-two Gentlemen of Ireland
match in June 186%(eeman’s Journal8 June 1869).

69 Earl Spencer physicaliglayed in May 1869Kreeman’s Journal21 May 1869), again in the Vice
Regal versus Newbridge Garrison game the following wé&hk (rish Times25 May 1869) and again
against the Irish Civil Service in June 18&3dgeman’s Journal8 June 1869). The Vice Regal team
were active in 1870 FHreeman’s Journal 9 May 1870) with Spencer playing this season (see
Freeman’s Journal27 May 1870 for example) as well as in the 1871 seds@erfan’s Journal8

May 1871) and 1872 season t@elfast News-Letted 6 May 1872).

" The Irish Times11 October 1872.

"1 For example, the Prince of Wales was noted as watching cricket at Windsor, watching 1Z play in
1870 {The Irish Times21 June 1870) as well as cricket watching in other years, such as inTh&72 (
Irish Times 17 June 1872).
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Week in England - to further encoueagny wavering gentleman of the game’s
highest approval®?

Of particular interest amongst thepoeting of the Royal Family are games
involving household servants, the Prince &mohcess of Wales stated as enjoying a
visit to Sandringham with a match agked between the household and their
servants’® a game the Princess purportedly enjoyed watcfiihQueen Victoria and
her wider family were noted as watching angaof cricket at Balmoral in September
1870 between her servants and the Princ&/alies’ in which Prince Arthur played.
This was a return match from one played pinevious week at Abergeldie, a building
leased to the Royal Family in the mmdieteenth century as it was close to
Balmoral’®® Another match was played betweémese Balmoral and Abergeldie
servants in late September 1870, which the Queen again wét&iguath reports
continue to explain the acceptability andtjfication for patronage of less well-off
individuals to playcricket by those richer in socyetas well as encouraging other
females to take interest too. If the Queess endorsing and interested in seeing her

servants play the game, then surehdlards and the gentishould follow suit.
1.2: Gendered reasons for play

In an increasingly crowded leisure and $pgy scene, cricket retained its hallmarks
of manliness, an evermore important distisging feature in these years, particularly
in contrast with female sports. Of course ikisot to say that hketics, rugby football
and shooting were not manly — they wenel @are — but this does help further explain
cricket’s continued attraction at this time, still being evoked as a manly, noble
game’”’

A new emergence at the end of da¢e 1860s and early 1870s was Irish
sporting society (at least from a cricketipgrspective) increagity diverging into

gender-specific stereotypeGricket had always beeresn as manly, but was now

02 Belfast News-Lette® August 1871.

%3 The Irish Times28 April 1870.

04 Belfast News-LetteB0 April 1870.

%5 Belfast News-Lettel2 September 1870.

%% Belfast News-Lettetrl October 1870.

%7 The manliness and nobility of the game was decried in speeches from the North of Ireland CC
dinner in 1867 Belfast News-Letter28 October 1867), whilst a eulogy similar to those early in the
1860s can be seen The Irish Timeson 19 May 1868, lauding cricket as manly, a team sport and so
on.
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contrasted to female sport as a coypaet. Croquet and archery had emerged as
leading female pastimes, and were singbed as being th@reserve of womeff?

More explicitly, the Saint Bde’s National Schools enjogie¢heir annual excursion to
Howth in August 1871, where sports, includicricket, were played ‘suited to each
sex.”® The increasingly gendered nature of Irish society at this time is seen well in
the adverts of John Lawrence in Detrmn 1871 and December 1872 for Christmas
presents for women, men, girls and boys —ketimaturally being $ited as a present

for men and boys and not for femal&$.
1.3: The continued spread of the gaamongst all sections of society

With endorsement and justification fglaying the game coming from important
quarters, the aristocratic and the richedtétand continued to enjoy cricket. Leading
clubs retained their exclusive element for the richeésand fancy social events and
opportunities added to the appeal of crickg membership; the silver mounted bats
presented to the two leading players & Bhoenix annual dinner in 1871 serve as a
case in point for these elite playét$The connections that cricketing involvement
would have provided proved useful for sqrtiee death of Lord Hubert Butler being
reported in April 1867 that ‘he was knownttee aristocracy of almost every county
from his connection with the Zingari Cricket Club, of which he was one of the
foremost members® Another Lord who loved criet was Massereene, who in

addition to having his own team, played regularly for the North of Ireland club and

%8 The Sandymount placed some of their field atalisp for the women'’s recreations of croquet and
archery in 1867 The Irish Times17 June 1867), whilst John igwell, MP, allowed an archery
meeting to be held on his Marlfield demesne at the end of August in 1867, a meeting that was open
only to women, whilst men played or watched the cricket between Limerick and Tippsesrggh
Guardian 31 August 1867). This gender split was best exemplified in a report from the Curragh Field
Day in 1868: croquet, ‘that fashionable amusement for ladies,” was seen as a ‘feminine imitation of the
athletic and health-inspiring game of crickéthé Irish Times4 July 1868). Croquet was specifically
designated as the ‘feminine correlative’ of crickeTire Irish Time®n 22 February 1869.

"9 Freeman’s Journal10 August 1871.

"9 For annual examples s&he Irish Times18 December 1871 aritteeman’s Journall7 December

1872.

"1 The exclusivity of the North of Ireland club can be seen that their athletic sports were open to
military personnel, Universities, Public Schools, recognised athletics clubs and Gentlemen Amateurs
(The Irish Times4 May 1870).

"2 Handbook 1871-2p.17. In likeness, Mr Harris of the ibster club was presented with a silver
mounted bat for his score of 154 in the club’s match against Portora Royal School in May 1868
(Freeman’s Journall June 1868).

"3 Freeman’s Journall9 April 1867.
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was seemingly of a good standard as he sedescted to play in the North of Ireland
game against the United South of England in 18%1.

Cricket still continued to deelop and attract those tife middling sort in Irish
society in the years 1867 — 1872. At least four law teams played in thesé'years,
whilst the description of attendees ae tbnited South of England versus Dublin
University twenty-two match in Mayl871 was a very middle-class affair,
unsurprising perhaps considering thenere entry charges, the ground being
populated by graduates and undergraduatethefsaid university, leading Dublin
cricket club members, employees of pubiiffices and banks athis fee-paying
game’*® Similarly, a Piltown match in 1871 perted, ‘The attendance on the ground
was large, comprising the respectable peagl the Piltown district, who appeared
much interested with the noble gaftéand a report from Remrea in 1871 about the
sport's progress in the coynechoed such sentiment§.The spread of cricket to
rural areas by the gentry apdofessional classes in futuyears was aided in 1870
when Dublin University decided to abdlisheir entrance fee, seeing nearly 50 new
members join by the beginning of the smasimportant to the later diffusion of
cricket nationally’*

Cross-class interaction, whether throwghiching, playing with or facilitating
play for cricket outside one’s natural social circle was certainly still a feature of the
time in Ireland, similar to the support Que¥ittoria herself dplayed. The Trinity

College Athletic Sports’ repodspoused this idea in 1872Tihe Irish Timessaying:

It is one of the peculiar features tfese annual College sports that the
different orders of society enjoy theatike, and mix on mutually respectful
and kindly terms. In this respect theshipeople resembtbose of Continent
more nearly than they do thé@low subjects across the Channéf®.

"1 Belfast News-Letterl9 May 1871.

"> The Irish Bar The Irish Times1 June 1870), Munster BaFHe Irish Times23 July 1872), a Legal

XI (The Irish Times20 May 1872) and Mr Palmer’s Chamber in Dublin played in the 1870 season. In
1868, ‘The first day of the sessions at Bantry, judge, counsellors, lawyers, jurors, clients, and process-
servers, for want of business, went cricketifgfeeman’s Journal23 July 1868).

"®The Irish Times29 May 1871. Another banking team, the Bank Buildings CC, were also playing in
Belfast in 1872 Belfast News-Lette6 July 1872).

" Freeman’s Journall2 July 1871.

"8 The Roscrea CC was established in 1871: ‘This interesting game, which has been daily making
progress in the country, has at last found its way into the little town of Roscrea, and, it is anticipated,
will be largely supported by the gentry of the distribtefagh Guardianl7 June 1871).

"9 Freeman’s Journal4 April 1870.

"2The Irish Timesl June 1872.
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Such mixing was facilitated and encouraged just in the pvision of grounds, but
also in opening grounds to allow anyoneattend due to the abolition of admission
fee. Lord Massereene, thaticketing patron and enthast, opened attendance to
anyone for the match of his eleven versrsMcCalmont’s eleven in May 1870, and
as such the ‘townspeopléurned out in large numb®’ In addition, Lord
Massereene’s band made their debut this day, all being inhabitants of Aftiim,
imitation of the other bands being formed as time in the countras will be seen in
Nenagh. The North of Ireland opened thewwgrd for free for all loal match days in
the 1872 season, ‘trusting that this movement upon their part will tend to develop the
noble game amongst the inhabitants of Ulst&rHow far such initiatives led to
cricket-playing by the less well-off is impobkk to prove, but they were being made
and encouraged nonetheless as tiay/been in previous years.

Continued working-class participati can be seen from the irregular
recording of names in scorecaf@&More explicitly, theHandbook in encouraging
more peasantry and working-class @y reported in 1867 that ‘The Carlow,
Westmeath and other County Clubave discovered much latent talent in the peasant
class’®* which reinforces the idea of cros&s$ playing of the game as these were
elite provincial teams. This supports fi@vious example of the Ashbrook Union in
the 1840s which was an incredibly democrétianation in terms of representation.
Indeed, such working-class involvementtlie® game was being seen and encouraged
in other sports, with proposals for a working men’s rowing club in 1871 showing
similar uptake in other gentlemanly spovitiich might not have been considered
likely. "

Farmers too were now noted as playthg game. In 1872 in a letter to the

Belfast News-LettefLondonderry’ wrote:

21 Belfast News-Lette26 May 1870.

22 Belfast News-Lettetl1 May 1872.

"2 For example, the Massereene team who played Kellswater on 31 August 1867 seemed to have seven
working-class players, with seven only given their surname; all others on both the Kellswater and
Massereene team were titled with initial and surnaBelfdst News-Letter4 September 1867).
Holywood CC seemed to possess a number of poorer players looking at noting in the scorecard in the
Belfast News-Letteon 12 July 1871, whilst the Co Cavan versus Cavan Town match seems to show
labouring / poorer involvemertdf six men due to noting on scorecards with one labouring / poorer
player presumably playing for the Co Cavan team showing potentially either a professional or cross-
class playingAnglo-Celt 1 June 1872).

"?*Handbook 1867-8p.70.

"2 The Irish Timesl5 May 1872.
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In Dunboe, near Coleraine, a critlkub has been got up amongst the young
farmers, and is a decided success. This instance is solitary in my experience...
The man who will provide for the lower orders in Ireland like popular
amusements, like English cricket, behging, and rowing, will do vast things

in aiding to put down drinkin&®

‘Londonderry’ claims that cricket-pying amongst farmers was an unusual
phenomenon - a statement surely untruembonsidering the evidence provided by
Bracken and O’'Dwyer as outlined in the odtuction as well as thespirational nature
of the new gentry of farmers who inhaledhinland mores. Another example of such
play can be seen in the more tragicatiton involving John Cmerford of Carrick-on-

Suir, as reported in tifereeman’s Journain 1869:

A party of young men from the vicinitwere engaged playing a match of
cricket, when one of their number, named John Comerford, a respectable well-
to-do farmer’s son, was observed by some of his comrades to stagger and fall
suddenly to the ground. He was at oncee@idput expired in a few minutes in

the arms of a brother. Information wasist® the police aGlenbower station,

and they took charge of the body. The deceased was a fine healthy athletic
young man, the pride of all his comrades,ttiie type of an Irish peasant, and

his early and sudden death has eagéep gloom over the localif§/.

The verdict on Comerford returned natural causes.

The involvement of the less well-off in sety is clearer stilin the reporting of
punishments or tragic events regardicigcket. William Harrison Hargraven was
whipped for playing cricket in fields adjong those of Mr Fitpatrick, dairy keeper

of Church Road, Dublin in 1868 whilst David Sinclair, around age seven, was put
into custody for assault for striking a maamed Robert Pritchard on the mouth with

a cricket bat in Belfast. Pritchard was walking up behind the boy when Sinclair swung
the bat back, a ball having been bowled ta by another boy, hitting Pritchard in the
mouth. The case was remandétJames Feehand was not so lucky in escaping
punishment for misdemeanour, and wasefiin the summer of 1871 for one month

in Nenagh gaol for striking William Deegantiwva cricket bat on the head, inflicting a

26 Belfast News-LetteB September 1872.

2" Freeman’s Journal4 August 1869.

28 Mr Fitzpatrick was found guilty of taking the law into his own hands and fined 42 shillings in total
(Freeman’s Journal8 June 1868).

29 Belfast News-Lette26 June 1871.
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severe wound® Cricket was even the scene for mdissurbance at this time, a fight
breaking out in 1872 in a field on the Falls Road, Belfast, traditionally a Catholic area
of Belfast. A number of men had collectedplay cricket in a field when a dispute
arose, with the men then splitting into twarcfions to throw stones at each other, at
which point the RIC arrivetand arrested one mat.Such examples show that cricket

was played beyond country demesaed elite clubs in these years.
1.4: Workplace cricket

Working-class professions were particularly forming cricket teams in Belfast in these
years. Linen firms, flax spinners and fareés were seen gmssessing cricket teams

at this time, with no fewer than eight in Belf&&twhilst the Drogheda Town club in
1867 reported they were unable to playnsngames as they were a club of ‘young
men chiefly engaged in mercantile pursuff§.The playing of cricket by the Belfast
Mercantile Academy (a scho@br those training for mercantile professions) and the
Belfast Gas Works are further cases in paimd echo the pattern of Cardiff, where by
1867 mercantile company teams incldd®nmongers, grocers and drap&fs.

The increase of workplace-based emplogtria Belfast in general difference
to the rest of the country should not bepsising. Ulster, and particularly Belfast,
were the only really indusalised areas of Ireland® meaning more benefitted from
working regulations and Acts of Parliamehan elsewhere ilveland. In addition, the
Belfast working population seems to havad more time and money available to
enjoy sporting recreation, which would heagpcount for the popularity of the game in

3®Nenagh Guardian22 July 1871.

31 Belfast News-Lettel5 August 1872.

32 York Street Spinning Gupany, Belfast, playewhiteabbey in July 1867glfast News-Letterl8

July 1867). Finlay Bros and Co played in late August 1867 on the NICC grBelfdgt News-Letter

30 August 1867) whilst York Street Mills played an eleven of NICC in September B8B&st News-
Letter, 18 September 1867). Lowry, Valentine and Kirk (a linen firm) played Finlay Bros and Co in
1868, having played each other in 18@&lfast News-Letterl3 May 1868). Evidence of Lowry,
Valentine and Kirk’s status as a linen firm can be found in: P. Ollerendevking in Nineteenth-
Century Ireland: the Belfast Banks, 1825-19(Manchester University Bss, Manchester, 1987),
p.110. Other examples saw: Belfast Mercantile CC playing in June Ba#agt News-Lette® June
1869); Arnott and Co playing under the name of Cassino in June 1869 in Belfast against the Belfast
Mercantile CC Belfast News-Letter26 June 1869); Lurgan Brownlow Factory CC playing in 1870
(Belfast News-LetterlO September 1870) and Clearing House CC playing in Dublin E8&&ngan’s
Journal 12 June 1871). Jennymount Mills weidso playing in the Belfast area.

"3 Handbook 1867-8. 83.

34 Hignell, ‘Participants and providers,’ p.170.

3% FosterModern Ireland p.342.
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this region’*°

Neil Tranter has noted how the adoptiof sports by different groups in
the nineteenth century was linked to thmer-capita income; hence the middle classes
adopted earlier, whilst the increasingly-lsled working classes adopted sports later in
the third and fourttquarters of the nineteenth cent(#yThis appears to be true in
Belfast.

A particularly interesting example of this workplace-based engagement in the
game came in August 1871, when employaels.W. Hayes & Co, flax spinners and
linen thread manufacturerbad a day trip, all expensemid, to Warrenpoint, Co
Down, with over 800 attending. Afteurich, which was accompanied by ale and
lemonade, excursionists enjoyedartting, cricket, and foot-balf*® Like Sunday
School ventures of this sort, such ganasthe very least g& the briefest of

exposures to cricket to those who Ipeithaps not accessed the game before.

2. Continued reasons for cricket’s play in the years 1867 - 1872

2.1: A healthy and useful game

The concern for public parks and healthgeneral in Ireland remained towards the
end of the 1860s, at a time of increasp@vision of such parks in Ireland; for
example, in Dublin and Belfast alone abh@0 public parks were opened in the last
third of the nineteenth centuf§® The opening of a publipark in Liverpool in
January 1867, which had provision for outdoecreation in the form of cricket and
bowling greens, was reporteahd it was hoped that localthorities in Ireland would
heed the Liverpudlian example in building its own public park, ‘for the toiling masses
in Belfast'”*° More explicit provisiorfor cricket for the people was reported about a
public cricket ground’s development in Southampton in May ¥86Champions of

the Belfast venture would f1a rejoiced no doubkin 1868, when a plilo park was set
aside in Belfast by Act of Parliament, although there were still some who took

umbrage against people playing cricket there, which Bedfast News-Letter

3¢ GarnhamAssociation footballp.11.

3" Tranter,Sport, economy and sociefy.36.

38 Belfast News-Lettel6 August 1871.

39 Briick, ‘Landscapes of desire,” p.196.

"“0Belfast News-Lette29 January 1867.

"1 Freeman’s JournaindBelfast News-Letteboth 13 May 1867.
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denounced?* Other public park examples existéd Ireland at this time too; Sir
Shafto Adair made a gift of a public pakthe people of Ballymena in 1870 which,
in addition to plants and walking &, would contain a cricket groutf. This
correlates with the development of civic gridnd town spirit across the midlands and
northern England that began in the 1869w into the 1870s, most famously
exemplified by Joseph Chamberlain in Birmingh4h.

Medical professionals continued to asate with cricket. Both the Dublin
Medical Schod!*® and the College of Surgedf$boasted cricket teams at this time,
as did the Wilson’s Hospital and the Cdf Dublin Hospital. By 1873, the Ledwich
School of Medicine, anothesre-eminent Dublin medicahstitution, were playing.
Most emphatically, Professor Camerongeaking at the College of Surgeons in
Dublin on ‘Exercise and Traing’ as part of a course d¢déctures on ‘Hygiene’ was

clear-cut in his endorsement of thergg ramping up the dtorical support:

Over-exercise is injurious, and ma persons preparing for athletic
competitions overstrain their muscles and injure themselves for life... Cricket
Dr. Cameron considered to be the best form of exercise, as it stimulated both
the mental and bodily facigts, and did not, like sonather forms of exercise,
over-exert the musclée§’

The College of Surgeons would also begartant in hosting thérst meeting of the
Dublin Hurling Club at their York Street premises in December 7882.

Scattered throughout thdéandbook’sreports in these years are examples of
doctors active as players and administsatwationally; for example, in 1872, both the
captain and Hon. Secretary oktiCo Cavan team were doct6fSAlthough not as
scientifically qualified as the medical professionals mentioned, the President of the
Tuam Temperance Club was inquisitive to knehwy the athletic sports had not come
off in Tuam in late July 1870, showing hdamperance groups webeginning to see

sport’s healthful and socially-beneficial propertigs.

42 Belfast News-Lettel2 May 1868.

3 Belfast News-Lette27 June 1870.

44 SissonsThe Playersp.76.

"*>The Irish Times18 May 1871.

" The Irish Times5 June 1869.

"7 Ereeman’s Journal7 June 1869.

48 Cronin, Duncan and RousEhe GAA: a people’s histarp.25.
"9 Handbook 1872-30.127.

Tyam Heralgl 23 July 1870.
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2.2: A game patronised and enjoy®dpoliticians and policemen

Going beyond the idea of healthiness, crickas also a way to develop cordial local
relations at a time when MR¢ere increasingly seeing thaieats contested; in 1868’s
election 69 seats went uncontestéut by 1874 this was only 18 For example,
cricket’s revival in Carlow in 1871 vgaunder a body of gentlemen with two MPs
leading the charg€? TheHandbook of Crickein these years shows a stream of MPs
involved in the game, and when inclngi the two Carlow MP aforementioned,
politician involvement numbed no less than eighte&t,a significant number when
one considers there were approximately k@h MPs at this time although it should
be noted that two Parliaments sat dgrithe period 1867 — 1872 as there was an
election in 1868. Such support by MPs canskeen in Wales at this time too in
addition to England and thus the support of MPs in Ireland was not a unique or
suspicious phenomenon as these men Jacally elected individuals, not alien
figures voted in by proxy in absent&.These men would have been targeting the
votes of the respectable, enfranchisedpiring middle classes of farmers and
merchants who had been empowered by the 1850 Reform Act, as well as another
reforming act of the late 1860s in Irelatitht saw a 47 peent increase in the
borough franchiseS> This must partly explain the notable increase in cricketing
patronage from MPs compared to earjiears, in an attempt to woo voters.

In an interesting case froEngland, the idea of educational value emerges in a
report from theDaily Telegraph where the noble use of cricket was supported. A
team of Aboriginal cricketers were reported to have started playing the game in 1868
under the tutelage of Charles Lawrence, etommendation being that these ‘more or
less noble savages have been atketo play the good old gané®If noble savages
could be taught the game, then so caid Irish peasantry, at a time when Irish
peasants were portrayed as apes in mainland publicafiansl the Irish in general as

5! Comerford,The Fenians in contexp.198.

52 Captain W. Fagan and H. Bruen were the MPseman’s Journal3 August 1871.
53 Please see appendix Six.

>*Hignell, Cricket in Wales: an illustrated historg,26 and p.36.

> Comerford,The Fenians in contexp.161.

"®The Irish Times22 April 1867.

" FosterPaddy and Mr Pungp.193.

154



similar to Africans by thinkersuch as the Rev. Charles KinglséyAs such, the
issue of race might have been a consti@natoo in patronising play for local poor
men by those of mainland background, dueating and enlightening the ‘natives’
through sport.

Instances of the constabulary playingcket against local teams became more
numerous, and the band of the Royal Irisin§&abulary were not just playing for the
benefit of spectators at major games sashhe All England Eleven versus twenty-
two Gentlemen of Ireland in June 18&8but also as a team in their own rigff.
Some policemen were organisers oé thame, George Maxwell being the Hon.
Secretary of the Charlevilldub in Cork in 1870 as wedlls a serving member of the
RIC.”®* Whether policemen were playing aigst their neighbours for their own
enjoyment, to promote cordial feejinin the neighbourhood when they were
sometimes viewed with suspicion or evenaaform of social control is difficult to
pinpoint but their play certainly can be evidenced, not just in the primary records
consulted but also through Pat Brackemdeal county study of Tipperary for
example’®?

In addition to the police, countless justcof the peace are numbered in the
Handbook of Cricket'sannals from 1865 onwards, asreidawyers. Any activity or
form of recreation likely to encourage saicrestraint would threfore have been a
welcome tool for both the police and local magnates in tempering the oft-feared
emotional urges of the Irispeasant. What is abundantiiear is that provision of
grounds for the playing of cricket remained a consistent feature at this time by the
richest in Irish society?®

8 C. Kaplan, ‘White, black and green: racializing Irishness in Victorian England’ in P. Gray (ed),
Victoria’s Ireland? Irishness and Britishness, 1837 — 1@9Bdur Courts Press, Dublin, 2004), pp.54-
55.

9 Freeman’s Journal23 June 1868.

"% The Irish Times3 August 1870.

*! Handbook 1870-1p.134.

%2 Bracken Foreign and Fantastic Field Sportp.49, p.52 and p.72.

%3 For example, Waterford CC were lent grouffidis play by John H. Jones, Esq. and BRriagh
Guardian 15 May 1867); Drogheda CC, formed 1867, had grounds given to them by Thomas P.
Cairnes, Esq. and JFréeman’s Journal20 May 1867); the Marquis of Drogheda was providing
grounds in August 186F(eeman’s Journal20 August 1867).
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2.3: Endorsed by nationalists and politically neutral

The two most nationalistic of newspapargler investigation maintained their support
for cricket. TheFreeman’s Journal’gro-Irish, nationbistic credentials can be well
seen in an article in April 1867, in a pietet systematically attacked the British
government’s soft treatment of Orangemen in Iref&hdhe idea that cricket was
acceptable for both nationalists and Catholiowasertight and destroys the image of
cricket as a Protestaat Unionist game.

An even greater endorsement of thisdty is provided through the reports of
The Nation newspaper, the most virulent andiae supporters of an Irish state and
denouncers of British imperialistic policy the newspapers under investigation, who
continued their solid if noexcessive support for themga. If in any doubt abouthe
Nation’s views on England, one might see atic from 17 Augus1867, or indeed
an even more strident statent of beliefs from 1868:

We shall never acquiesce in any arranget which degrade® province of
England this ancient nation... Assimilati of the Irish nation with England
never has been, and never can talkeel.. There never has been any real
union between the two countries. ltned has never gaiesced in the
plundering atrocity of 1800, or believedthar in the will or power of the
English Parliament to govern thisuntry. Nor, on the other hand, has there
ever been on the mind of England arhgar, honest, abiding belief that Ireland
was an integral portion of the British Empire. The sentiments of the English
may be most commonly ascertained a thnner tables, which is a sort of
altar amongst them, and except whenmditbe is roused to the existence of
Ireland by some portentious [sic] agitation like that of Fenianism, her
existence is ignoretf®

Yet cricket-playing was still supported such a publicationor at least unopposed,
again granting acceptability for any Irishmanta&ge up the game and again showing
that cricket did not carry clear baggageaas€English possessioBearing in mind this
antagonismThe Nation had with England, the nepaper was proud to report the

victory of the Dublin University team agst the United Soutbf England on 1 July

%4 The article in question was a piece in Breeman’s Journain April 1867 discussing the problems

of Fenianism and Orangeism — ‘two kindred organisations’ and bemoaning the trouble both caused the
country. In the piece theeporting is particularlyscathing about British actions in Ireland and the
general behaviour of Orangemdfréeman’s Journal4 April 1867). The same report was run in the
Anglo-Celton 6 April 1867.

®*The Nation 9 May 1868.
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1871 as part of a wider celebration of Irsthievement against mainland opposition.
The positive benefits cricket could bring were also endorsethbyNationon 4 May

1872 in relation to the Castlecomeodfhg Men’s Society, where they said:

We are happy to learn from a corresparidiat this society flourishes. The
weekly meetings attract a large numbé&the young men of the locality, who
have enrolled themselves in its ranksgd the establishment of a Cricket Club,
in connection with thesociety, was resolveduipon last Sunday. Such
cooperation among young men as theseekant associations invite and
further throughout the country is prodwetiof great benefits, both positive
and negative; and we should regardagt matter of congratulation if other
societies were to follow the example thiat at Castlecomer, and give their
members the means of developing physstangth as well as mental power.

It is appropriate to consider the impacattipolitical developmeas may have had on
cricket in Ireland. By the elgr 1870s, cricket had not deloped any clear political
association, and this correlates with waikried out on other sports in Ireland. Pat
Bracken has noted that sport in lateineteenth-century Tipperary was
overwhelmingly not played for political motivatiof®,whilst Liam O’Callaghan has
said ‘Yet rugby in Munster was far from an imperial game... There was no neat
delineation between political outlooknd sporting choice in Irelan®’ Richard
Comerford has shown how it was not unltie 1880s that spoim Ireland began to
politicise,®® a period after this thesis’ investigation. Ernest Ensor, writing in Pelham
Warner'simperial Cricketin 1912, likewise said thaticeroys patronised cricket in
Ireland as it was ‘non-contentioul$® Thus a picture emerges of a game not driven by
the politics of the day, an ideaipported in the cross-claasd cross-political play in
clubs, with some clubs banning politiealreligious disassion at grounds.

However, that is not to say that cricket was not affected in some ways by
political movements indirectly, mainly terms of nationalismral Home Rule. Judith
Hill has noted how it is hard to defimehat nationalism was between O’Connell and

Parnell as this period sawore of a focus on local rather than national is$(feBhis

%6 BrackenForeign and Fantastic Field Sportp.6.

%7 0’CallaghanRugby in Munstemp.238.

%8 Comerford Jnventing the Nation: Ireland.217.

%% Ensor, ‘Irish cricket,’ p.248.

70 3. Hill, ‘Ideology and cultural production: natialism and the public monument in mid nineteenth-
century Ireland’ in T. Foley and S. Ryder (eddgology and Ireland in the nineteenth cent(fFpur
Courts Press, Dublin, 1998), p.56.
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would again explain how landlords — if theyere using cricket as a way to combat
political ideas — would haveelen doing so on a localiseahposed to natnal, level.
Throughout this time there were no reatio@al movements to rally behind; aside
from the 1867 Fenian Uprising, tleerwas no open revolt within which to
contextualise cricket. Evein this uprising, the public were ‘apathetic’ to the failed

attempt’ "

but this event did begin the resection of Irish nationalism that would
prove problematic for cricket in the 1870giich saw a string of national defeats
against English opposition. Linked to thi®wlrise of Irish nationalism from 1867
was the formation of Isaac Butt's Home Rule Government Association in 1870 and
then subsequent Home Rule League in 187Bike the slow riseof Irish nationalism
and the desire for victogeon the field of play, thédiome Rule movement was
completely at-odds witkrish cricket’s inability to formalise and administrate itself in
Ireland; there was no Irish Cricket Wni until 1923. Combined, these issues would
contrast Irish cricket in # 1870s against other sportsittthad both formalised Irish
ownership of their respective sports as vesliproviding victoriegor an increasingly-
proud Irish nation. Therefore, its did indirectly affectcricket in Ireland as any
general social movement would be likely bait a clear politicalreligious or indeed

social demarcation of the game cannot be found.

2.4: Cricket and Christianity

Cricket benefitted from the continued endons@t, at times implicit and others more
overt, of the Catholic Church. Cricket wasen as an acceptable association for the
Christian Brothers in 1867, which raffleadnongst other things a handsome pair of
gentlemen’s cricket boots to buill new convent in September 186%7 Reaching
even to the epoch of the Catholic hietay, news of a Papal eleven in Rome
comprising English and Irish men playirggainst eleven English visitors was
reported in 1868; the Pope had planned to attend to watch this match but bad weather
saw the cancellation of the garffé.

Cricket was still played in the higher education institutions of the Catholic
University in Dublin and also St Patrick’s Bme in Thurles, the latter being a formal

"1 Lyons,Ireland since the Famine.137.

2 A, JacksonHome Rule: an Irish history, 1800 — 20Q®eidenfeld & Nicolson, London 2003),
p.25.

" Freeman’s Journal4 September 1867.

" Belfast News-Letted9 March 1868.

158



training college for priests wishing to ten the Catholic vocation of priestho64.
Other educational ventures sawicket-playing as part dhe offerings of St Cronan’s
Catholic Young Men’s Society, who wepaying in 1871 in Co Tipperaf{’ and
who possessed a 2XI by 1876. Such amngde was seen elsewhere in the
unspecified religious institution of the Baa Christian Association possessing a
cricket club in 18727

It should be noted tha blessing by either branch of the Christian church
would not necessarily have led to anakat and patronage of cricket on its own.
Oliver MacDonagh has highlighted hopriests had ‘cons&table, though by no
means overwhelming, political powé&® in the mid-nineteenth century. As Thomas
Bartlett has shown, the chimcparishioners and police wemet always able to stamp
out illicit activities: an RC report in 1870 found 5@%othels in Ireland even at a time
of opposition to such practic€ Believers therefore di pay attention to the
preachings of their ministers, but onlytifey were preaching a message they were
receptive to.

In keeping with their Catholic counfmarts, Protestangroups were still
supportive, the Protestant Armagh Cathe@@ showing the forming of clubs around
ecclesiastical sites of worship, similar to the presumable Church of Ireland club listed
as St Patrick’s Cathedral CC in Dublihe seat of the Church of Irelaff. However,
three key differences emerge in the greatgolvement that some Protestants had
with the game in comparison to their Balic counterparts, showing differences in
patronage between the two religions. Thstfdifference is in the work of Sunday
Schools in introducing new playeto the game or indeed\a@doping the interest of
those already acquainted; numerous examm@re cited where Protestant Sunday
School annual fetes saw children and ledyplaying cricket along with other
amusements, sporting or otherwi8eComparatively few such examples exist within
the Catholic community and would shownsre direct provision by the Protestant

> See the article in thEreeman’s Journabn 22 May 1869 on ‘St Patrick’s College, Thurles’ for
further information on the college.

"* Handbook 1871-2p.208.

"""Handbook 1872-3).172.

78 MacDonaghStates of mindp.92.

" Bartlett,Ireland - a History pp.290-291.

80 Belfast News-Lette#t June 1868.

81 For examples in this time, see: Clonmel Sun&ajpool's annual fete saw cricket, racing and
swinging all enjoyed by the childretNénagh Guardian27 July 1867); the Knockbreda Parochial
Schools’ annual fete passed with the children, ofimdd250, enjoyinggames, races and cricket as part
of the day’s proceedings in thertioof Ireland in August 186 Bglfast News-LetteP4 August 1867).
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Church than the Catholic. Secondlyetiphysical involvement and support that
Protestant preachers gave appears more fantisan their Catholic counterparts. A

gift of a watch was presented by the mieers of the Tuam cricket club to J.B.
Bernard, Esq. for his coming of age in December 1868. This is presumably the son of
the Lord Bishop of Tuam, seeing as it wesand the Bernard family who hosted the
reception. ‘The Lord Bishop, in acknowledgitige compliment, said that the Hon.

Mrs Bernard and himself found great pleasurallaimes in promoting the interest of

the cricket club and the pleasure ot tmhabitants of Tuam’ it was reportéd.
Examples such as this presentation in thanks for Protestant clergy can be seen
elsewhere at this time.

Finally and most strikingly comparetb the Catholic support which was
normally provided in terms of hospitality, maProtestant priestsere active players.
Leading this charge was the Rev. J.P. Mahaffy, who played for the twenty-two of
University and Ground versus Uait South of England in 1878 took six wickets in
the 1871 Vice Regal versus Na Shuler m&fcand also the chaired the 1872 Dublin
Week meeting at John Lawrenseh April of that year®® As early as 1861, there is
photographic evidence of the Rev. Jamawmrfgfeways, a Church of Ireland priest,
appearing to play in clerical garBS.References to Muscular Christianity flittingly
crept in to newspaper reporting from 188Wvards, and by 1868 one team went so far
to name themselves as ‘The Muscular Christians, BeffdstAlthough such
terminology was not widespread, the inxahent of a significant amount of
Protestant clergy and groupm playing cricket hghlights the physical and
metaphorical support that such brethremengow very visibly giving the game.

2.5: Cricket in schools
Central to cricket’s continued play intést decades was how successful the game was

taken up by the youngest in society. In fafnreducational settings and away from

schools, the game continued its increaspdpularity, further gpporting the idea of

82 Belfast News-Lettel2 January 1869.

83 Freeman’s Journal25 May 1870.

84The Irish Times26 July 1871.

8 The Irish Times24 April 1872.

86 B Weir, Armagh cricket club — 150 not out: thestory of cricket in an Ulster cityArmagh cricket
club, Armagh, 2009), p.10 and p.14.

87 Belfast News-LetteB June 1868.
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the game’s use for either educational ontcolling purposes. Alotable increase in

the advertising of cricket as part of schog@sdmotional adverts inewspapers can be
seen at this time; ten schools made exptelieérence to their provision of cricket in
1867 - 1872 advertising material to coaxguas into sending #ir sons to these
schools. These schools wdrgyond the major Dublin arBelfast schools, including
Ennis College in Co Clare and Tuam DioceSahool in Co Galway in the very west

of Ireland, St John’s College, Newport Tipperary, near Limerick and Dundalk
Grammar School on the midland east coaBis trait of expoundlig access to cricket

as a marketing tool was also used teagrand consistent effect by English schools
also advertising repeatediy Irish newspapers td8® The leading Catholic schools
continued to enjoy cricket, and the hospiyabf the priestsunning these institutions
was noted more so than their Protestant counterparts, being one area where the
Catholic clergy outdid theifProtestant counterparts. For example, St Stanislaus
College, a Catholic school, were in the habit of receiving an annual visit from the

Dublin-based Leinster club, which was always highly commended:

The Leinster Eleven experiencedthe full that unbounded hospitality which

is invariably extended to visitors &t Stanislaus, the Rev. Rector, Dr Delany,
and all the College authorities viedtlivone another in making the Eleven
most perfectly at home. Indeed, in ouperience — and it ia pretty wide one

— in the cricketing world we neveknew of any Eleven — especially
metropolitan Elevens — that had once been within the precincts of St Stanislaus
College that did not wish te@visit its hospitable hall$?®

Protestant schools remained active. Tieadiinaster Rev. Dr Benson, an enthusiastic
supporter of cricket, presented a bat eadheawo players with the best averages for
the Rathmines School 1XI and 2XI at their ground on Monday 30 Septembér®1867
as well as subscribing £28mually towards renting a fielidr the boys to play cricket

in and acting as President of the cricket club in 186Bikewise, the Rev. F.H. Wall
played for Arlington House School fronQueen’s County against the Dublin
University Boat Club in September 1872, rgethe principal of the school and being
the host of the University rowef¥. In addition to Arlington House, the playing of

88 please see appendix eight for examples of both Irish and British schools’ advertising.
8 Freeman’s Journall0 July 1871.

0 The Irish Timesl October 1867.

! Handbook 1868-9p.57-58.

92 Freeman’s Journall7 September 1872.
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Monaghan Diocesan Schddiand Middleton College in Cof¥ show that Protestant
schools’ cricket had a national spread impisy. This embrace of the game by private
schools was an uptake also seen in Wald®re play in such institutions increased
dramatically mid-century/® and also in Scotland, where John Burnett has shown the
development of cricket was aided pyblic schools of the English modéf.

In tune with the mainland schools’ buzz for the game, the rhetoric of sport and
cricket was noted by contempoy schoolmasters. Maurice Hime, in reflecting on his
career spanning almost twenty y®an 1885, sounded like many mainland

headmasters, when he said:

Plenty of vigorous exercise in the freshiaiof the greategiossible benefit to
a boy’s mind and body, provided alwayst the exercise be not monotonous
(e.g. notall cricket, orall football), excessive, or dangerdds.

Away from schools, cricket was also dahie to young men ifreland through other
avenues. Barrett’'s of Stephen’s GreenDinblin were stocking an array of ‘toys,
games and fancy goods’ including those dacket, croquet and archery, seemingly
aimed at the young or faindoor use in 1867 A later report from a Dublin
exhibition described Mr Barrett as showicasjuvenile toys’ and cricket outfit§”°
For the more serious young cricketer, clubstitmed to provide colts teams, with at
least six recorded in this peri8%.As previously highlighted with the instances of
juveniles unfortunately finding disfavouritv the law, cricket was being played by
less well-off individuals on streets and fields away from the more exclusive

nurseries of teenage development in Ireland.

93 Belfast News-Lette27 September 1870.

% Freeman’s Journal24 September 1870.

% Hignell, Cricket in Wales: an illustrated histarp.58.

983, Burnett, ‘Cricket’ in G. Jarvie and J. Burnett (eSg)port, Scotland and the ScéTaickwell Press,
East Linton, 2000), p.55.

7 M.C. Hime,A schoolmaster's retrospect of eighteen and a half years in an Irish s¢utvan,
Simpkin, Marshall, Dublin, 1885), p.22.

"8 The Irish Times27 February 1867.

" The Irish Times24 April 1867.

800 | einster had a colts team playing in the 18&%#&son, playing the Laiter 2XI, for example
(Freeman’s Journal21 May 1867) whilst two new juvenile teams were playing in 1867 in Dublin —
the Star of the Cricket Field CC and Dolphin's-Barn E&€éman’s Journal2 July 1867); Althachree
put out a team in 1868 comprising and named ‘11 Cditah{lbook 1868-9.148); Lurgan Junior CC
were playing in 1871Belfast News-Lette27 June 1871); a Carrickfergus (Junior) team were playing
in 1872 Belfast News-Letted 7 July 1872).
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3. Where cricket was playegographically in Ireland

3.1: Spreading further afielshto the south and the west

An important impact the playing of crickbad in the schools and universities in the
1850s and 1860s was in increasing the spmaad play of cricket further across
Ireland as these graduates moved to new acéf into positions of responsibility.
Aside from the surge of cricketing popularity the cities ofBelfast and Dublin,
nowhere better than the wesdtlreland serves to showeathe increasing reach of the
game by 1872. Of the west of Ireland’s kating prowess, it was stated in John
Lawrence’'sHandbook of Cricketn 1867 that ‘Mr Lawrence’s excelle@uide for
this year, compared with his last, shows a considerable increase of Cricket in Ireland;
but there is still a sking barrenness in Connaugft” Whilst this sentiment would
hold moderately true in 1867, 4872 this idea was beingndermined. In the town of
Galway, in addition to theeading County Galway teafwho had gained permission
in 1871 to play their matches from thewr Commissioners in the square, thus
adding further spectacle to their gafffsthe University of Queen’s College Galway
was still playind®® Elsewhere in this county, the game continued to spread;
Shanbally CC were playing by 1872 as were the geographically-unspecified
Galway Western Club, who played Tuam in 18%71Clonbur and Ross CC, near
Cong in Galway, played 15 matches in 188@nd in addition to Ballinasloe CC, the
Ballinasloe College were playing, again hetpthe spread of the game by educating
tomorrow’s workforce toda§’’ Most strikingly regardingricket in County Galway
was the stretch of the game to the westhef county, cricket being played at Ard,
right on the Atlanticshoreline, in 186%9° and between two rert® Connemara clubs
in 1871%%° Cricket continued to spread in M too: in addition to Westport and
Castlebaf!® Newport, on the Atlantic coast, were playing by 1&70.

801 Tyam Heralg 4 May 1867.

802 Tyam Heralg 29 April 1871.

83 The Irish Times20 May 1870.
84The Irish Times21 August 1872.
805 Tyam Heralg 19 August 1871.
8% Handbook 1869-7(.117.

87 The Irish Times25 May 1871.
808 Freeman’s Journal21 July 1869.
809 Kylmore, in remote Connemara in Co Galway played Carrollstown of Connemara in Jun&@H&71 (
Irish Times 26 June 1871).

89The Irish Times19 April 1870.
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One particular club from the west thfe country, the West Mayo CC (playing
by 1870), had a very interesting letter to Them Heraldfrom the captain, James R.
Dudgeon, published in July 1870:

| beg in addition to inform you the udd was originated, not for the sole
purpose of affording amusement to widual members. It aims at a wider
scope - to afford rational amuserheand develope [sic] kindly feeling
amongst all classes and creéYs.

Most interesting of all about this corresponde is that a list oflub members for the
West Mayo CC was published in thieuam Heraldon the day of this letter's
publication: the club compriseddr journalists (two from th#&layo Constitutiorand
two from theMayo Examiney, two doctors, three Natnal Bank employees and one
postmastef’® This is a rare example of theccupational backgrounds of players
being clearly identified in this researa@dmd would show the West Mayo club to be
populated by the professional working and méddlasses. More analysis like this is

needed to clarify exactly who was playing cricket at this time in Ireland.
3.2: The micro study of Tuam

A case study about the foundation, growatid development of cricket in County
Galway can be shown in the exampletteg Tuam cricket club. Although established
and playing by 1863, the club was reformed in 1867. A committee was organised,
members joined, and thieuam Heraldwent on to state that ‘we have good reason to
hope for a renewed enjoyment of thosefand manly sports of bat and b&if. The
enthusiasm of the Tuam players early iis ihaugural reformed year was impressive

in light of poor weather, perhaps unsismg bearing in mind the relatively limited

other social outlets at this time in Ireland:

An older and consequently more tidous Club might have objected to
playing on a crease of the consistenng aolour of blackig, but the novices
were not particular, for fieldingn a sea of mud, batting on a ground
particularly sticky and liable to laghpressions, besprinkled at the same time
by barely intermittent, but unmistakeably, heavy showers — they helped to give

811 The Irish Times8 June 1870.
812 Tyam Heralg 2 July 1870.
813 |pid.

84Tuam Herald 6 April 1867.
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their laundresses a living, at the same time that they inaugurated themselves,
and acquired a local habitation and a name. Thewatdr of the period was,
however, completely neutrsed by the sympathisingpirit (considerably
overproof) of the spectators. The Gt Club has begun its career under very
favourable (though rather moist) auspicékere is not only an unmistakeable
interest in its progressyhich is important, but theris evidently a good deal

of talent in some of its members, whics rather necessary. We have little
doubt, that (with steady practice and ddittnergy backed up by that external
interest which exists at present), Gkib will ascend (likea bird) to a very
prominent place in the cricketing department of Irelantw.

From these early beginnings, the club grewver this season gblay. Tuam were
fielding a 2XI by June 186% whilst the playing membership was nearly 60 members
by mid-July®'” a figure upgraded to 80 in th&andbook of Crickesubmissiorf*® The
sociable aspect and aesthetic appearantigeajame seemed important for the Tuam
club, as for their game against Castlebat867, Tuam’s colours of scarlet and white
were displayed on flags indtfour corners of the fielt® a clear outlet for communal
pride. This enthusiasm saw Tuam find a new ground for the 1868 season, which was
being prepared and levelled by a man (presumably contracted to do so), whilst it was
also agreed at the firsteeting of 1868 that a pauwili be erected in March 188%.
Remarkably this new pavilion was opby April 1868, containing a flagstaff (with
other flags dotted around the ground), the lhtimse eating at the internal moustached
versus clean-shaven men of the club mmat@nsforming the pavilion turn into a
‘brilliant saloon’ with all the ‘choicest detiacies’ of the seasdf® A stirring and

poetic description of Tuam at play in tigril 1868 internal mech helps explain why

some would have felt all thisffort to be worthwhile:

And when play had commenced and fledders were out, and the batsmen
were wielding the willow, all dressed in their variegated uniform, and when all
around and about were to be seen groupgadiés in everpleasing variety of
summer costume, and the warm, brilligonh-light glinted softly down on the
bright green award, the scene wadtegether gay and picturesdifé.

85 Tyam Herald 4 May 1867. This report is actually much longer, showing the enthusiasm of the
Tuam Heraldfor this new cricketing venture in the locality.

85 Tyam Herald 8 June 1867.

87 Tuam Heralg 20 July 1867.

818 Tuam had nearly 80 members, with aroundb&ihg active players with ‘almost daily practice
games’ Handbook 1867-8.64).

819 Tuam Heralg 29 June 1867.

820 Tuam Herald 14 March 1868.

81 Tuam Heralgl 18 April 1868.

822 pid.
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It was with such clubs as Tuam that timditary did retain an importance for the
playing of cricket in the country; withmited other local opposition, military matches
were important in facilitating pla$?® That said, for a town of its size, Tuam had an
impressive number of clubs: in additiontte first and second elevens of Tuam plus
the military teams of the town andckd area were Tuam Diocesan ScHBbithis
school being a Church of Ireland scH8dlwith their club President being the
Headmaster Reverend H.C. Murphy, with practice days on Monday, Thursday and
Saturday?*?® In addition, the major Gholic school in the tow, St Jarlath’s College,
played crickef?” and by 1873 a local factory — ti@urragh Factory — were active,
bringing the number of elevens playing ire tarea to at least six for this small and
rural town at the turn of the 1860s — 18desade. Another snapshot of rural western
Irish life would show at ledsfour civilian teams playing in Ballinasloe, County
Galway, in 1872 as one cross-referefféeHow typical such a scenario of the
evolution and enjoyment of the game for clubther rural areas like Tuam is the
subject of further debate, biltis case study shows tlremense popularity and gaiety
that cricket could afford to an otherwiskll social calendaoutside of the major
conurbations. This peak appears to berslived, for although the game was played
across all classes in the town befoostball took root in tB 1880s, St Jarlath’s
College purchased the Tuam CC’s ground&93, and by then ¢hgame’s ‘heyday

had passed?®
3.3: Spreading nationally

It wasn't just in the western County Bay and town of Tuam where cricket's
popularity was continuing to rise; this was aataberration or some type of fluke. All
across Ireland, new clubs continued to emerge. In the very south of Ireland, in the
county of Cork, cricket retagd its prosperous statejtiwv at least twenty-four club

823 Tuam were engaging with the military in locaas — those stationed at Tuam and Dunmore played
Tuam CC in July 1870Tuam Herald 2 July 1870). Tuam opened their 1871 season against the 98
regiment, stationed in the towmuam Herald 8 July 1871), a team Co Galway would play later in the
year too Tuam Herald 22 July 1871).

824 Freeman’s Journall4 June 1867.

825 3.A. O'Connell, ‘Tuam Schools in the Nineteenth CenturyGalway ReaderVol. 2, Nos 3 and 4,
pp.171-179.

826 Handbook 1869-7(.69.

827 3. Cunninghan®t. Jarlath’s College, Tuam 1800 — 20@JC Publications, Tuam, 1999€)85.

828 Ballinasloe CC had two elevens in this year, Ballinasloe College had a team as did the Knights of
the Green team, based in the town.

829 Cunningham$t Jarlath’s Collegep.85.
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teams shown to have played in the years 1867 — %87 particular, the support for
Bandon from the said Earl was contributing to the success not only of that club, but
also more broadly across the southeegion, noted in 1869 when tli@eeman’s
Journalreported ‘The Earl hasxtended his patronagettee noble game, and with his
support cricket has taken a firm root in thiesy extreme southern part of the “green
isle.”® Whilst cricket was not seemingly as pdar in one of modern Cork’s great
sporting rivals in the county of Kerry, nonetéss seven clubs played in this county in
the years to 187%7 In terms of extremities, the continued playing of cricket by two
teams on Valentia Island in the very we$tCounty Kerry, thdanding point of the
Atlantic telegraph, shows how successfutket had been in reaching the furthest
shores of Ireland in its expansioti.Elsewhere in the south west, cricket remained
active in both the counties of Clare anankrick, whilst further north, cricket was
taking a firmer hold in the north west places like Sligo an®onegal, with a new
spate of clubs emerging at a later rafedevelopment in contrast to the well-
established cricketing community scene inbDu by 1872. However, in this area of
the north west, cricket's development waten hindered if not indeed unsuccessful,
with reports in the early 1870s making this p8ifitOther examples of cricketing
rejection are reportemo at this timé>°

80 Bandon and KinsaleThe Irish Times10 June 1869); Cork CC, Queen’s College Cork, Cork
Garrison The Irish Times26 April 1870); Fermoy Garrisoie Irish Times2 May 1870); Mallow

(The Irish Times15 May 1871); North Cork RiflesThe Irish Times5 June 1871); Charleville
(Freeman’s Journal29 August 1872). Upton, Macroom, Bandon, Youghal and Innishannon were all
playing too Handbook 1868-9pp.103-107). The Co Cork were also a newly-incepted team in this
time and the Bunglers, Dunmanyyaardyke, Sundays Well, Cork Butterflies and Queenstown were
playing as well. The Cork club also had a 2XI &4 in addition to their 1XI and Queen’s College,
Cork had a 2XI.

8l Freeman’s Journal3 September 1869.

832 Co Kerry CC were playing by 187Ereeman’s Journal27 July 1872) and had a home ground near
Tralee. Killarney and Kenmare in GGerry were playing by 187Z¢eeman’s Journal29 July 1872).
Bantry and Tralee were also playing in Co Kerry in 188andbook 1869-70p.118) as were the
Bosthoons, who were from Kenmare in Kerafdbook 1872-3p.163). Anglo-American were also
active in this time in this county.

83 The Irish Times25 June 1870.

84 1n County Londonderry in 1870 it was reportétticket is not improving in the extreme North;
whether this is another of the many evils entailed by absenteeism, need not here be discussed...’
(Handbook 1870-1p.167); there was greater referenceclitbs not being supported enough slowly
coming through in general at this time, one such case being at the Dunboe CC in Derry in 1870
(Handbook 1870-1p.168), an idea repeatéd 1871 when comment was made that cricket was not
receiving the support it should (or thiandbookwould like it to have) in the north west of Ireland at
this time in 1871Kandbook 1871-2p.191).

835 Cricket was not embraced evetysve — the Kildare Ten CC surviving onlythrough the exertions

of the members despite the ‘apathy of the neighbourhétatidbook 1869-7(0.122).
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4. Commercial interests fllimg the growth of cricket

4.1: Businesses and businessmen

Supporting and facilitatig this spread of cricket a@®the country was the continued
outlet of cricketing shops, mainly locatedDublin and Belfast, but offering delivery

to the countryside for any keen critke who was not intending on visiting the
cities®® In addition to John Lawrence’s shop 3@ Grafton Street in Dublin, there
were an abundance of other retailers ipref from the sportat this time. The
following examples exclude auctions that were held to liquidate assets, as such events
were naturally one-off and nokally centred on the deébate sale of cricketing
goods. There were a number of generaketiog shops, selling bats, balls, leg guards
and equipment in likeness to John Lawrence. There were also specific clothing
retailers, who offered apparappropriate to the game. Such businesses sold hats,
cricketing boots, trousers and shirts, ensyiplayers could both perform and impress
on the field. Naturally, there would beossover between some of the general
cricketing stores and providers in providiclgthing in addition tacricket equipment.

In addition to these shops, there was dewvariety of other businesses involved in
selling cricketing parapherna) whether it be crickehets, cups and tankards for
prizes, marquees and tents for enjoyment, iolie prepare pitches or even the sale of
tickets for matches: the marketplace atket was expanding further and wider than
had ever existed before. Individuals walso keen to cash in on the financial
opportunities cricket offered at this time: advert for a valet offering his services in
March 1870 boasted of his experience intmgnand cricket circle as an attractive
card in his employment C¥7 whilst Mr Stewart, of Ann Street, Belfast, was the
designated caterer to therth of Ireland club in 1875 Please see appendix five for
detailed information about businessesplexation of cricket in the years 1867 —
1872.

8¢ John Lawrence provided personal guarantee of attention to postal orders, and would exchange any
good deemed unsatisftory from customerdd@andbook 1869-7(p.197).

%7 The valet boasted he ‘has been about last sesitbrthe 1Z and Na Shulers’ and as such would
make a suitable employeeTihe Irish Time®f 9 March 1870.

838 Belfast News-Letterl September 1871.
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4.2: The crucial role of John Lawrence

At this time in Ireland there was nadividual more important to, or indeed
exploitative of, cricket's continued enjment than John Lawrence. In addition to
providing cricketing goods, vdte he enjoyed and proneot his status as the
cricketing outfitter to the Viceroy and other leading Dublin clti8s,awrence had
moved somewhat to being the unofficialdministrator of cricket in Ireland.
Lawrence’s most significant contribution the game was his publication of the
Handbook of Cricketproviding the only cricket-spédc source we have in these
years>® The significance of the almanac wouldve been in spreading news of the
season, clubs, rule changesidhe like that might sometes have been missed for a
cricketer in the newspapers.

A development within the Dublin aregas the increasing use of Lawrence’s
shop at 39 Grafton Street for hosting ket meetings, a provision which was made
free of chargé® an offer that was taken up by many leading Dublin clubs. Not
content with waiting for customers to comehim, Lawrence was also reaching out to
his patrons to increaseaftrsactions, hosting a stand at the Royal Agricultural
Society’s National Cattle and Horséndsv on Wednesday 28 August 1867 at St
Stephen’s Green in Dublff? Such was Lawrence’s prosperous balance sheet by
1868 that he was able to open a shop in Bray on his own and seemingly beyond the
franchise arrangement of earlier yearsthis area, selling goods at Dublin prices,
including cricketing item&*® In addition to hosting individuals in his shops,
Lawrence was also keen to organised goromote cricket matches, welcoming
spectators into the grounds of leadingbn clubs, organising for example the All

England Eleven versus twenty-two Gentéen of Ireland matches for both 1868 and

839 Lawrence was detailed as the cricket outfitter ter®pr, Phoenix, University, Leinster and all the
leading clubs of Ireland in an 1871 advert ($&e Irish Times27 April 1871 for example). By 1872,

he seems to have lost his role as outfitter to Spencer, although nobody else was claiming to be so. In
other adverts articles then subseatlereferred to him as the outfitter to Phoenix, University and
Leinster (sedhe Irish Times30 May 1872 for example).

840 | awrence was happy to promote the benefit clubs appearing idath@bookwould supposedly
receive Handbook 1867-80.1).

841 Use of the committee room at his Grafton Street shop was advertised as free to any cricket or
archery club in Ireland in 1869, though this offer no doubt would have been extended to athletic and
other sporting clubs in later yeat$gndbook 1869-7(.197).

842 Freeman’s Journal30 August 1867.

83 Freeman’s Journall August 1868.
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1869%** He was often fairly utilitarian in hioutlook, weighing the success or not of
matches in terms of gate receipts, suppottiggidea of his involvement in cricket as
being for commercial gain opposed to altruistic love, for instance lamenting that the
All England Eleven versus twenty-two @kemen of Ireland match in 1869 was not
the financial reward he was hoping it wdide even though it was well adverti$&d.

In a symptomatic attempt to profit, Waence also continued his pyrotechnical
displays, seemingly having defeated histwhile enemy Thomas Kirby, who was
notably redundant in these years in cangopn to the duel of the early-to-mid-
1860s3*® Lawrence retained his base at the Leinster CC for 1867, running his
fireworks shows, for instance on 4yJa867 with not one but two ban&¥.The more
irregular nature of Lawrence’s fireworks aticket grounds in ik period is partly
explained by his branching out into otheorp in general in addition to cricket.
Lawrence provided fireworks for ¢hBray regatta in August 1887 and even at a
velocipede race in June 1889 .This was an independent varg of his, being held in
the Exhibition Palace and grounds, with ditary promenade concert to conclude
event>® Amongst more mainstream sportsawrence was also befriending the
athletic fraternity, hosting the Civil Service Athletic Club general committee meetings
at his Grafton Street shtp as well as displaying the prizes for the Civil Service
Athletic Sports in July 1868 in his windows Grafton Street for the week before the
day of competitior{>? His diversification into other spisrin both retail and reporting
in the Handbookhighlights the increasg challenge the game would experience from
these newer pursuits ancettdiminishing returns that the game could reap.

What is abundantly clear and withoquestion is that following Charles

Lawrence’s departure in 1861, when crickeuld have collapsednder a lack of

844 Abercorn patronised the All England Eleven versus twenty-two Gentlemen of Ireland match in 1868
in adverts comprising a formidable roll call wéll-to-do, with JohrLawrence organising-feeman’s
Journal 1 June 1868). Interestingly, money would not be taken on the gates — tickets had to be bought
in advance, possibly to tie-in fair-weather fambé Irish Times11 June 1868 for example). Likewise,
Lawrence organised the All England Eleven versus twenty-two Gentlemen of Ireland match in 1869
(The Irish Times2 June 1869).

845 Handbook 1869-7.2.

846 Thomas Kirby hosted fireworks at Sandymountletcclub in late July 1867, claiming still he was

the pyrotechnical artist to the Viceroyhe Irish Times27 July 1867). However, aside from this foray,
Kirby is a notable absence and a reduced threat to Lawrence’s firework hegemony.

87 Freeman’s Journal29 June 1867.

848 Freeman’s Journalé August 1867.

849The Irish Times17 June 1869.

80Freeman’s Journall9 June 1869.

81 SeeFreeman’s Journa20 June 1867 and 25 June 1868 for examples.

82The Irish Times4 July 1868.
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leadership and organisatiom Charles’ nhamesake Joturicketers in Ireland had
found probably the single most importandividual who would ever impact the
playing of the game in the country. That such a burden rested on one man alone

highlights one of the major flaws in the game in Ireland.
4.3: The organisation of other individuals and institutions

In addition to the shops and businessesaaly mentioned, there were a range of other
individuals who were assocét with cricket, almost exclusively as ticket retaiféfs.
Competition existed to Lawrence’s financald administrative grip on the country,
notably from the Dublin University ctet club who also acteds promoters on
occasion. The Provost and Board of Trin®pllege Dublin were responsible for
bringing over the Unitedsouth of England in 1870, arsbld the tickets for this
venture exclusively themselv&¥. This same university sb patronised, sold and
organised the United South of England versusnty-two of Dublin University past
and present match in 18%F although Lawrence weasell@dand gained permission
to sell tickets for this match in the effi.There were at the very least 60 businesses
or individuals involved irthe provision, facilitation or»gloitation of cricket in the
years 1867 - 1872, a figure that could no ddubrevised upwards going beyond the
initial newspaper reportoosidered in this stud{?’ However, by chapter four's years
of 1873 — 1878, this number had declined by roughly 20 percent.

The Leinster cricket club were lauded in 1869 as fast becoming the
Marylebone of Ireland due to their exertiangpromoting cricket by bringing over the
United South of England to play in 18%§,and like the Maryleone, they were also
active in other sports such lassting the Civil Service Athle Sports in various years
throughout this periotf® The strong and mutually-beficial relationship between
Leinster and John Lawrence remained; in &oldito the club using his facilities for
meetings and Lawrence using the Leinst@ugd for his firework displays, the club

also allowed him the use of their ground fbe All England Eleven versus twenty-

83 For example, Marks’s Upholstery Warehouse were selling tickets to the United South of England
versus twenty-two of Dublin University CC match in 18Fteeman’s Journal26 May 1871).

84 SeeFreeman’s Journald May 1870 for example.

85 SeeFreeman’s Journall6 May 1871 for example.

8 The Irish Times25 May 1871.

87 please see appendix five for more details.

88 Freeman’s Journalé September 1869.

89 SeeFreeman’s Journabf 20 August 1867 and 9 June 1868 d@he Irish Time®f 1 May 1872.
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two Gentlemen of Ireland match in 1889 Other clubs used their grounds for events
beyond cricket, sometimes in the most original ways.

The exertions of clubs and businessespromoting cricket or using their
facilities to reap financial benefit fromehuse of cricket facilities overwhelmingly
compensated for the withdrawal of thekcit support of transport companies by the
early 1870s, which had been so prevalemromoting and transporting individuals to
cricketing events in the early 1860s. Witle #xception of ‘Favorite’ Buses providing
transport for the All England Eleven versus twenty-two Gentlemen of Ireland match
in June 1869°" transport companies were notably absent from the records of these
years in providing overt access to cricket events, a situation that would worsen in the
next era of investigation. This is sifjpant, as over the coming years railway
companies increased their support of horsenga@nd so this desertion of cricket is
indicative of a growing malaise. Thisowid suggest that cricket was a temporary
boom or an activity that caught the imagfion for a time before being usurped.

Of course, trains did $ttiprove a highly useful means of transport for local
clubs to go and play foreign opponents anddigpporters to attend matches. Train
companies and stagecoaches were centraétmtneasing habit of Irish teams to play
further afield and to tour within the comnt Na Shuler, theaving gentlemanly team,
would have been an almost exclusivelypam adventure were it not for trains, but
with locomotives they were free to purstieir aim of being an eclectic, nomadic
team bringing cricket to the Irish countrysideains facilitated the trips being made
increasingly between the east and westst® and Belfast and Dublin, one example
being Phoenix’s match against the County Galway in Ballinasloe in*%8@0natch
that would not have been possible forigays before. This relatively new form of
transport provided a potentially wonderf@lsource to furthering cricket, something
that the Phoenix club availed of in 4870 tour of the counties Galway, Westmeath,
Wicklow, Limerick and Kildaré® playing 10 games in these counties in t&taRail
transport too would have been importdot the foreign teams from England and
Scotland visiting Ireland, in allowing clubls make the journey between Belfast and
Dublin to play the major teams or indeedvemture into the cournyside, as 1Z did so

regularly in providing spectacle games.

80 Freeman’s Journall2 June 18609.
81 Ereeman’s Journallé June 18609.
82The Irish Timesl August 1870.
83Handbook 1870-1p.4.
84Handbook 1870-1p.15.
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5. Problems on the horizon that would afftiogé long-term adoption of cricket in

Ireland
5.1: The rise of other sports

If one looks below the surface features of the game and also puts cricket into a
comparative analysis with other sports, one realises that the supremacy that cricket
had enjoyed in the early-to-mid 1860s waartstg to splinter if not quite fracture.
One of the great ironies of the increasinglEnge that other sports would prove to
the popularity of cricket was that many oé#e sports were enjoyed on cricket club
grounds, with one such club, the Northlaland, becoming almost a multipurpose
sporting gymnasium, offering an extensivelampressive range of activities on their
club grounds (even if not organised by thebcthemselves in instances). They were
key in introducing football tdhe north of Ireland in 1869 with the cricket club’s
football club coalescing wonderfully witthe summer game: thest match of the
NICC football club in thel869 season was on 23 Octdf®and in the 1871 season
the first game was on 7 Octol5&f.This seasonal playing dovetailed well with the
cricketing season, offering sportsmen a syantsed sporting calendar. The clubs that
the North of Ireland footbaltlub were playing increaseid novelty and interest
within only a few years of this foundinghe club played Dublin University in mid-
December 1871 on their home grotfficand even played Glasgow Academical at
home in 1872% In addition to their annual athies events, which attracted a wide
range of Belfast socief}f the North of Ireland held other sporting events.

Other clubs too were patronising altatime sporting opportuties, such as the
Cork cricket club who supported the Fo@des in Cork on the cricket ground at the
Mardyke on Tuesday 31 December 18679saziation with Cork rowing club, which

8% North of Ireland foot-ball [sic] club played at the NICC grounds in early 1869, offering free entry to
spectatorsRelfast News-Lette8 January 1869). The report in tBelfast News-Letteon 11 January
1869 detailed how this was the first (rugby) footbathgan the area. In case afiy doubt of what type

of football this was, the North of Ireland football club played Queen’s College in January 1869 too, the
game being played under ‘Rugby rules’ with backs, half-backs and forwards BeHds{ News-
Letter, 18 January 1869).

86 Belfast News-Lette23 October 1869.

87 Belfast News-Lette October 1871.

88 Belfast News-Letterl5 December 1871.

89 Belfast News-Letteb January 1872.

870 For the NICC athletic sports in 1869, all were seemingly welcome: ‘the amount of public favour
bestowed on the amusements of yesterday byadkek of the community, as manifested by the vast
concourse of people attracted to the groundBelfast News-Letted 3 May 1869.
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over 2,000 attendedd’ Around the country, in addition to the major teams in Dublin,
Belfast and Cork, other clubs also supporteety of sports, padularly athletics,
examples seen at the cricketilté of Armagh, Tuam, and West Ma&l/é.There was

also the development of greatcross-fertilisation ofsports, with almost hybrid
systems in place like that of the Nouh Ireland where one club would engage in
numerous sports. Adding in the other ¢paf archery, gymnastics, bowls and even
hawking, the sporting and cultural scene (elvefore the rebirth of GAA sports in the
mid-1880s) was far more varied and vivid in Ireland by 1872 than it had been in the
decades previously, with significantly more opportunities beyond the cricket and
equine-based sports of the middle oé tbentury. The irony was that cricket was
aiding its own usurpation.

These rival attractions in themselweay only have proved a distraction from
cricket opposed to signalling its demise at g8tege, but what is most damning is the
superior popularity that some of these spoperticularly athletics, appear to hold.
This would support the idea oficket’s popularity in the ey 1860s as much to lack
of alternative opportunity opposed to anbeate of the game for its own enjoyment
with many other athletic events undewvestigation in thigime period showing a
perceived greater popularity than crithg events. Principal amongst these was
undoubtedly the Dublin University a#lc sports that took place annualljhe Irish
Timesreporting there were supposedly 20,005;000 attending thessports by the
early 1870s, although it should be ribtbat this was a two-day evéht.To further
add to the event’'s prestigéhe Fieldestimated that these Dublin University athletic
races were the largest event of their kind in the wifi&lsewhere in Dublin, the
Civil Service Athletic Spds of 1872 saw Dublin schdmys from principal schools
being admitted at very favourable rat&swith about 9,000 attendif§® Outside of
Dublin, the rising popularity oéthletics can also be seen in both Ulster and Cork as
mass-spectator eveit<,and the upsurge of athletics can also be seen in more subtle

871 The Irish Times2 January 1868.

872 Armagh Belfast News-Letterl1 October 1870); TuanT@am Heralgd 13 May 1871); West Mayo
(Tuam Herald 27 May 1871); the Co Limerick CC ground was used for a Limerick athletics meeting
in August 1872The Irish Timesl13 August 1872).

873The Irish Times6 March 1871.

874 Handbook 1869-7(.6.

87> The Irish Times25 May 1872.

87 The Irish Times27 May 1872.

87 The Lurgan cricket club athletic sports were held in June 1869 for the first time, with 2,000
attending Belfast News-LetteR2 July 1869); the Queen’s College Cork athletic sports were held on the
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ways, such as the moving ofetineports on athletics from the back pages to the front
for greater prominence in théandbook of Crickefrom 1870 onwards, having been
very much the secondary consideration tokaian this publication prior to this year.
Whether these events impacted on the attecelaf crowds at @ket as a spectator
sport will require significantly more resear even if the number of cricket clubs
continued to grow in this time.

As a spectator sport the major &eting games don’t really match the
euphoria and excitement that the athlet@nts seemed to offer. The All England
Eleven match in Dublin in June 1868 was attended by ‘thousdhhst not nearly as
many as the University Foot Races.domparison to the 1871 University Races,
which saw spectators twelve to fourteen d€@ghe United South of England versus
twenty-two of Ireland match in 1869 saw the spectators two to three in®2ptren
the zenith of cricketing events in this #nfor spectators, the 18,500 who attended the
All England Eleven versus twenty-two Buiblin University méch in 1872 which saw
signs put up to declare its sold out st#tuappears rather meagre if viewing this
event through an athleticris. Put simply, a reciprocdtish number of the 25,000
who attended the Eton versus Harrowtechain 1872 in London would only really
have been seen in Ireland at non-critig events like athletics and horse radiffy.
One cannot easily blame the discrepanmesumbers attending on dubious or over-
optimistic reporting either, as the guesiien figures used for both cricket and
athletics reporting came from the same mmpers and likely the same reporters.
Cricket remained popular, but it wasn't seegty cherished in the same way as other
sports by 1872.

Why then had cricket started to losendifrom its sails in comparison to other
sports? Simply, maybe the game had ergaye moment; it was peaking in the early-
to-mid 1870s and was now due to declingeafative popularity. Mce likely is that
with a rising menu of sporting entertainmewailable, there was either a dilution of
interest in cricket or @ownright abandonment by some in favour of new pastures,

even if cricket team numbers remained steady in comparison to previous years. That

cricket ground at the Mardyke in 1870 and ‘Many thousands were preghatirfsh Times8 April
1870).

878 Belfast News-Lette26 June 1868.

879 The Irish Times8 June 1871.

80 Freeman’s Journal3 September 1869.

81 The Irish Times31 May 1872.

82 Freeman’s Journal13 July 1872.
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these new sports were emerging in the 18With their own formalised rules and

administrative bodies, was be part of cricket’s undoing.

5.2: The failure to achiee nationalistic victories

No doubt contributing to this waning inicket was the inabilityto score a major
victory over the leading Etigh teams. Calls for such monumental victory were
frequent, and the pride in Irish cricket as a distinctly Irish pastime can be seen in the
naming of one club from Abbeyfeale ironhty Limerick as Home Rule CC in 1872
which again shows the ability to be botpraud Irish nationalist and a keen cricketer

in these time&®3In 1867, The Irish Timesvas calling for the granisation of national
teams to compete against British ones, net jo cricket but in pursuits like rifle
shooting®®* something that was achieved with the latter when an Irish international
shooting team of 20 was sent to Windbe to compete in the NRA event in the
summer of 1867% Such calls grew over the period 1867 — 1872, with an 1869

espousal in the Unionigthe Irish Timedegging:

But as long as man consists of bodywasdl as of mind, and as long as mind
and body act and react on each othezldymg mutual support and strength, so
long will men, by a healthy natural instinct, respect the possessors of physical
accomplishments. To familiarize young English-men with Irish successes on
the cricket ground and the river, in the gymnasium and at the rifle butts, will
predispose them at a more mature period of life to look with respect on our
national pretensions in gravand larger fields of effoft-®

This desire for international and nationalistic duel & Irish Timedsume about the
All England Eleven match versus the twetwo Gentlemen of Ireland in 1869, an
event that ‘lost much of its terest when it ceased to bguarely international affair.’
That gentlemen from Engild were included in the lIrish team, when they were

‘merely birds of passage’ clearly angeredi @isappointed this newspaper. It went on

83 Freeman’s Journal30 July 1872. The team appears to be a relatively new team this year due to the
newspaper reporting on this game describing them as a ‘young club.’

84 ‘We trust to see yet a team organized in Ireland that will be able to enter in successful though
generous rivalry with the sister isle, not alone in cricketing and rifle shooting, but every other manly
exercise requiring for its development physical activity and disciplined skilg (rish Times4 March

1867).

8% Freeman’s Journal9 July 1867.

8% The Irish Times12 March 1869. Another example of such rhetoric can be seen later in the
Freeman’s Journabn 25 March 1872.
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that ‘Irish cricket, if it isto exist, must be supported by Irish gentlemen; but if they are
debarred from playing by this substitutionkriglishmen they will soon cease to take
any interest in the game.” Similar dispdeire was expressed that, aside from two
representatives from Count@alway, all the others ithe twenty-two were from
Dublin-based clubsThe Irish Timeswas indignant about i — where were the
players from NICC, Armagh, Carlow, MéatCork, Wicklow et®? Repeating their
guestion for emphasis, they concludedthant by demanding again that such teams
should be composed of truly Irish play&¥5Such reporting reinforces the possibility
of being a political Unionist but sportingationalist in Ireland in the mid-Victorian
era which has been shown in numerous exasipl addition to the more stereotypical
nationalists of both the fibcal and sporting kind.

This great victory so sought after wagndily achieved irthe twenty-two of
Dublin University’s defeat of # United South of England in 1871. TReeeman’s
Journalcried on 29 May 1871:

Our cricketers are now in a position neet with and conquer their English
brethren evenhanded. Irishmen are, att)espial to the Saxon race in intellect
and physical vigour. With these attributedyich they possess to the full, they
should never deign to meet Englishmamany contest eept upon a perfect
footing of equality. Of ourse, it will be urged thah England, it is most
common for Twenty-two’s [sic] to me@irofessional Elevens. We repeat that
eleven Irish gentlemen cricketers shibdde fully able — of course eleven
properly selected men — to give an account of even a better team than the
United South of England Eleven.

Yet just as this crest of nationalismsvading through the cricketing community, the
chance to sustain and fuel it was missed. The MCC thumped the Gentlemen of
Ireland, winning by one innings and 80 ruaisthe Dublin Week in 1871, with an
apologeticHandbookinsisting that the game did notflect the realmerits of the
Gentlemen of Irelan®® although this MCC team didontain five professionals,
something theHandbookwas unimpressed wiffi® There were no grand matches
again of this sort at the following yeafublin Week and for the 1872 venture, the
organisers were unable to find a team wglito come across the Channel to play All

87 The Irish Times21 June 1869. John Lawrence too had been an active supporter of such initiatives
(unsurprisingly) in this time.

88 Handbook 1871-20.105.

89 Handbook 1871-20.113.
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Ireland, the dull games at the 18é2tival (Military versu<ivilians, North of Ireland
versus South eté¥ partly explaining why the Duin Week’s demise came about in
this year after onlyopening in 1871, and from thewn Irish cricket's attempt to
emulate the Canterbury Week in Englanghich was welcoming in excess of 10,000
spectators a day in the 18%8s- was shelved, another indictment that cricket was
losing its Midas touch. Thimability to stage national copetition contrasts with the
calls for Irish athletes andwers to go across the Chanteldo battlefor Ireland.?%
Cricketing nationalism was very much igent in 1872, but it was not being
successfully harnessed to further embedgame into Irish life, and the continued
playing of against-odds matches was t@ab®ational embarrassment in the later years

of the 1870s under the spotlight of Home Rule’s call for equality.
5.3: Not even amateur organisation

In addition to the failings on the pitch weggrors being made off it. Whilst Victorian
sporting establishments in England like Football Association and Rugby Football
Union had formed to coordinate these spdrish cricket lacked and showed no signs
of taking such an administrative step. ®WhEnglish cricket too lacked a distinct,
absolute administrative body, lafast the MCC provided gge of passive leadership
through upholding laws and becoming a ‘legendary instittfidr: Ireland lacked
even this clearly-defined leading clublthough Honorary Seetaries had begun to
meet to select teams for major matchesefwesent Ireland, such as the Gentlemen of
Ireland versus 1Z matché&%’ a leading match like the twenty-two of Ireland versus
United South of England in 1869 saw maggod players not attend for a variety of
reasons, which Ireland went on to I882The best Ireland liato offer in this
administrative department was a sojtabublin shop owner, who would cease
publication of hisHandbookin 1881, and when Lawrence fatlwas hard to envisage
who would step into the breach. The lawscatket, as dictated by the MCC, were
laid down in theHandbookas the form for cricket ireland, and this inability to

organise cricket indigenousig the country is exempléd by the rather embarrassing

89 The Irish Times6 July 1872.

891 sandiford Cricket and the Victorian.63.

892 Freeman’s Journal29 July 1872.

893 sandiford Cricket and the Victorian.75.

894 Freeman’s Journal3 September 1867 and 4 June 1868.
89 Freeman’s Journal30 August 1869.
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case of John Lawrence fielding and reptyito issues on thkaws of cricket by
forwarding one particular coem to a member of the MCE® This would support
the idea of cricket failing indigenous adiom, the game simply being an adaptation
of mainland mores. Followg the years of Carlisle’¥iceroy, when the Vice Regal
ground retained the air of Ireland’s premggound, there was alsw clear leading
venue to build history and memory in tivay that Lansdowne Road and Croke Park
would do in their respective wa in later years: there wano hub, no heartbeat to the
cricketing calendar. Indeed, the leading keicvenue in Ireland at this time, the
Dublin University cricket ground which asite to many of the leading matches
between 1867 — 1872, still had no pavilitox any sports at the end of the 1871
season, a matter that would not be cogr®d again until 1873 following a meeting
about this issue in Dublin in December 1871This issue had initially been raised as
early as 1868 One cannot help but sympathiséthwthe English visitors to the
Dublin Week in 1871 and their lukewarmsp®nse to invitationso return in 1872
when one considers the amateur state of Irish cricketing facilities and indeed

administration in the early 1870s.
5.4: 1872 - towards the peak of popularity
By 1872, cricket in Ireland remained, on the surface at least, in a strong position. The

game continued to rise in terms of tegpieying the game (see diagram eight), the

vast majority of which werbona fideclubs (see diagram nine).

8% Handbook 1867-8p.4.
87The Irish Times9 December 1871.
8% The Irish Times7 May 1868.
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Number of teams

Diagram eight: the number of cricket teams between 1848 - 1872
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Diagram nine: classification of cricket teams between 1867 - 1872
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The image of the irrepressible and almost giicainvasion into Irish sporting life is

further reinforced when one considers thevsggaper reports as shown in diagram ten.

In total, for the years 1867 — 1872, tharere 12,105 newspaper reports found in the

newspapers under investigation and 93.35 peérmkthese reports were on cricket in

Ireland (see table three in chapter onéptably, the percentage of reporting as

grouped by Protestant / Unionist andti@dic / nationalist bracketing shows a

significant increase in the percentage ofvsigaper reports overaith the Protestant
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Number of reports

and Unionist publications in this time pedi the percentage ol of reports for
these newspapers had been 68.5 percetiternyears 1848 — 1859 before falling to
53.5 percent for the years 1860 - 1866. Fax pleriod of 1867 — 1872, the figure had
rebounded beyond the earliest chapter's peéagento now stand at just over 76
percent (see table two in chapter one). Thauis to a significant increase in reporting
in the two major daily Protesta/ Unionist newspapers dihe Irish Timesand the
Belfast News-Lettercoupled with a dramatic desase in the only Catholic /
nationalist daily under investigation, tlk@eeman’s JournalWhereas for the years
1860 - 1866 thé-reeman’s Journaklmost out-reported thBelfast News-Letteand
The Irish Timegombined, for this period of inviéggation the saichewspaper now lay
third in terms of raw reporting of crickéehind these two Protestant / Unionist
publications. Indeed, not only was theeeman’s Journabeing outpaced by these
papers, the chasm in crickepogting due tadhe growth ofThe Irish Timesofferings
and the relative stagnation of tReeeman’sreporting meant that for these years the
latter was reporting only 44 percent of whia¢ former printed in terms of cricket.
This drop is hard to explain, as by 1873 reporting inRleeman’swas the most of
all the papers again; it appears acrosy#aas there was simply natural fluctuation in
reporting probably due to thimterests of the journalst editors and proprietors

(please see the end of appendix two for yearly reporting).

Diagram ten: the number of newspaper reports on cricket for 1848 - 1872
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The year 1872 was something of a watedshment. Partly this was down to bad
fortune; the 1871 and 1872 seasons were noted as being extremely wet §e#sens,
Phoenix club’s games being eleven fewethe 1872 season compared even to the
poor year of 187F° with ‘floods’ reported for this season by this cfib.The
Leinster club were even more evocatistating ‘The season of 1872 will long be
remembered, we think, as one of the mostlag to the pleasures of cricket. Many a
pleasant match had to be adlaned, and many more were @dyin weather such that
sou’-westers and dreadnoughts were miorelemand than cricketing flannef§?
Such poor weather had been seen to diminish cricket’s fortunes in the 1869 season
t002%% As well as this poor stream of what, the Vice Regal were not playing as
much as would be hoped, thandbookpraying that ‘Vice Regal cricket will become
more the rule than the exceptidf”there being only four Vice Regal matches in
1872%%° So whilst cricket club numbers continued to rise, the inability to play
matches in these seasons would have ggtdd to new players one of the unsolvable
problems of a quintessentially summer gasnean island renowned for rain, whilst
the failure of the Dublin Week project shesva wider malaise and inability to profit
from cricket.

Yet there were also problems that Hmeen slowly rising that were becoming
evermore taxing. Whilst cricket was enjoyedr@mote areas of li@nd, the issue of
sustaining fixtures and enthusiasm aftefiea years of initial enjoyment was being
hampered by a lack of opposition. In 186%rthwas frequent practice in the summer
for Castlebar CC, but few matches wetayed due to their isolated geogragfia
difficulty that wasagain noted in 187%” The idea and need rfgreater support of
rural cricket by urban clubs was championed inHamdbookin 1870, where they

pleaded:

89 The Handbookin its 1871-2 edition noted on p.1 thecegtionally wet season of 1871, whilst the
1872 editorial likewise chrodies the same idea for 18 #2andbook 1872-3p.2).

90 Handbook 1872-3p.2.

1 Handbook 1872-3p.21.

92 Handbook 1872-3p.32.

93 The opening editorial of thdandbookin 1869-70 highlights the ungdictable weather of the year,
saying ‘To this variation of climate we must attribute the seeming apathy which pervaded the cricket
world during the past seasomgndbook 1869-7(.1).

4 Handbook 1872-3p.2.

9% Handbook 1872-30p.16-17.

9% Handbook 1869-7,0p.131.

97 Handbook 1870-1p.172.
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...we should like to see an adventuroustidgolitan Eleven penetrate to the

more remote regions where our gammigs infancy and struggling to sustain

life from the lack of opposing clubs. It mée said or thought that Na Shuler

supplies this want, but that is not alt the case. The Shuler matches are
chiefly with county clubs, whose mmbers are thought worthy of opposing

such formidable antagonists; but wamk for the extension of cricket to the

villages; we desire to see it, as ifnisEngland, the paiste of the rusti¢®®

By 1872, Na Shuler’s touring itinerary hdagcome incrediblyDublin-centric, and
with the exception of the Belfast-basedrificof Ireland, none of their opponents were
more than 30 miles from Dublit® Another remote team, Ballinasloe, like Castlebar,
bemoaned in 1872 that ‘We have again wgreethe fact that no Dublin club visited
the West, and to hope most sincerely that such will not be the case next $€ason.’
Cricket needed better organisation and leathfthe prominent clubs to sustain itself
nationally in leagues, cups or provincialatches. Whilst in England in December
1872 the better administration of the game loarseen in leading counties meeting to
firm up the qualification regulations to emsplayers could only play for one county
per seasofl-' in Ireland the game remained the amateur, ad-hoc organised, happy-go-
lucky spectacle where people could potdiytiplay for numerous teams per year
which diluted the idea of mket as a serious sport.

Lurking increasingly over cricket’s shaldr was its rival summer attraction of
athletics, with 1872 said to habeen the best year of athits in terms of competitors
and competitiori? and even though the weather vp@®r in 1872, it was felt that the
weather had been fairly kind to athletics in this y€an comparison to the decline
cricket experienced. Acting as a striking counterpart to cricket, 1872 saw the
establishment of the Irish Champion AtlidstClub, a distinctly middle-class venture
which excluded mechars¢cartisans and laboureré.It comprised a central executive
committee as well as provincial representatives, in essence being a national regulatory
and administrative body, something &et never had. The extended committee
reached to nineteen, and contained repregives from all corners of Ireland —
Dublin, Cork, Galway, Limerick, Belfast drother northern clubwith the patronage

9% Handbook 1870-1pp.4-5.

9 Handbook 1872-3)p.61-63.

% Handbook 1872-3.141.

! Handbook 1872-3%.10.

2 Handbook 1872-3.11.

913 |bid.

914 GarnhamAssociation footballp.68.
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list of supporters reading like power list of those in Irish life, comprising eighteen
landlords, military leaers, knights and MPS? The aim of the club was to allow all
amateur Irish athletes to compete with each other at the end of each season at one
event, ensuring ‘A satisfactory settlemenill thus be obtained each year of all
questions of superiority inatdard athletic performancés® The cups to be fought
for were to be perpetual cups — being plossession of the winner for one year only -
with engravings made to show the winner for future y&ars.

This example shows many of the failingfsirish cricket to continue growing
at this time; whilst athletics was formirggiministratively, wa®rganising a national
competition and rewarding the winners of these events and therefore encouraging
competition for later years, cricket remained the game of organised friendlies, and
mainly domestic ones at that. Archery had also taken this increased competitive step
as early as 18672 Even pigeon shooting had a national tournarent.

A period that had begun in 1867, with tt@ntinued enthusiasm of the earlier
1860s for cricket, had seensh cricketers fail to embradke opportunities that lay at
its table to cement itself as a leading national pastime. By the end of this chapter of
investigation, this failurewas starting to antagonise e#v newspapers that had
previously been ferventupporters of the game. Boffhe Irish Time¥° and the
Freeman’s Journdf® expressed disappointment tttae Dublin Cricket Week had
been unsuccessful. Yet thgeeman’s Journal after starting ouits objections in
fairly moderate terms, then launched imtscathing, full-scale assault on cricket in
Ireland that may explain the notddcline in reporting in this newspaper in this period
due to exasperation with the game:

In fact, many are to be found who dskhat the Dublin Week means,” and
when informed that it was a projectt €. foot for the purpose of creating a
fund to be applied to the developmentpobfessional cricket in Ireland, reply
that they hope it may be successful,, ftdm the suggestive “shrug” which in
too many instances accompanies these syatds easy to see that the public

15 Handbook 1872-3p.11-12.

1% Handbook 1872-3.13.

7 |bid.

8 The Irish Times30 August 1867.

919 Belfast News-Lettei7 July 1870 and 15 July 1871.

92%1n a piece on 9 July 1872, the newspaper was dayrabout the Dublin Week’s lack of popularity,
hopeful thoughThe Irish Timeswvas that it may increase in popularity. The Dublin Week had been
initiated to provide enjoyment, but also to provaléund to develop Irish professional cricketers. Its
failure was a blow to the long-term development of the gdre [rish Times9 July 1872).

921 “The attendance was small, and but little interggtears to be manifested in the series of matches
arranged to be played during the present wedglégman’s Journal9 July 1872).
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feel what the committee must now knowthat, financially speaking, the
Dublin Week is a complete failure, and that professional talent will not derive
much benefit from the project. It could scarcely fail to result otherwise. The
game in Ireland does not enjoy thptpularity with non-players which a big
match in England never fails to have, and where excited thousands throng
together and display a partizanshijic[dor the contending sides, which it
requires the stronger seasoning of political or sectarian animosity to
successfully develope [sic] in this “tight little island”. If future Dublin weeks
are to prove a success the committee will have to arrange a different series of
matches from those attempted up to thespnt. People take no interest — that

is those outside the clubs — in whae may almost term these domestic
matters; they require novelty, and if Hsp or Scotch elevens are not induced

to come over, the committee may as watter the close of the present week,
abandon a project that, so far as we taesee, will not under the present
regimebe placed amongst those undertakings which have proved successes...
(going on to list all the available amenities, tents etc. at College Park)... yet
notwithstanding allthese inducements the number in the College Park
yesterday could be counted by hueds only, and they were but fé.

Such stirrings struck right at the heartsoime of the long-termroblems in adopting
cricket in Ireland: an interest in dhgame but no national obsession; lack of
professionals to improve standards; the ilgbio profit financidly from cricket in
the way teams like the All England Eleveoutd on the mainland; the lack of feisty
competition based around class or religmneven just between clubs in annual
competition seen elsewhere in the world.

The attacks continued indke following days, the attendance of visitors at the
Military of Ireland versus Civilians mdtc being described as ‘scanty’ in the
Freeman’s Journabn 11 July 1872 whilst the previous day on 10 July 1872 this same
paper had asserted that ‘Cricket is justljdhe be a manly game, but the interest is
not very widespread.” Quite why thesdtacks came almost without warning is
curious, for normal service in the support afcket seems to be resumed in the
Freeman’s Journalby the end of the year, when it was reported ‘But it is, we
respectfully submit, thesheerest nonsense to denauna healthful sport like
cricket...”?® Whether this was caused by a changeditorial tone, a change of editor
himself or was just sheer frustration with the game, the pointed attacks in these few
days, the most sustained against cricketai® in this investigtion, did not bode well

for the game in Ireland.

922 Freeman’s Journal9 July 1872.
923 Freeman’s Journal8 November 1872.
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6. Conclusion

In so many ways, cricket's trajectory remained positive in this period of investigation.
Business numbers profiting from crickeegked at 60 in this period, MPs were
patronising the game and both reportaagd club numbers continued to rise. The
game continued to spread geographicallgiadly and was potentially a vehicle for
sporting nationalism. In towns like Tuamthre west of Ireland, cricket had taken firm
root and there were at ldasix teams playing, whilst County Cork had at least 24
teams playing in these years. The histgraphical or common idea that cricket was
never popular in Ireland is dismissed, ath@ range of play inerms of social
standing, religious and political beliefs aaloorates what the fel@cal county cricket
historians have shown: thaticket was played acrossetivhole of Irish society. Yet
no national ground or identified leading cllike the MCC had been established, no
regular great nationalistic contests wihglish teams had emerged to focus on, nor
sectarian games as suggested by Rheeman’s Journalin their 1872 attack to
stimulate the gam&”* Cross-class play and warmth of decency and care for one’s
neighbours removed the possibility of socmedrfare on cricket squares. There was
even an amazing absence reforting of betting® which combined meant that
cricket in Ireland had almost hit theeak by 1872, and within nine years John
Lawrence would publish the final edition ofetlericketing almanac he subsidised to
generate interest in the game due teealide in support and interest. Symbolised by
the great venture of the Dublin Week]l faf promise and hope for a surge on to
greater things, the condemnatory poor attenelsigonfirmed the death of this venture
in an increasingly varied and populatediab calendar that cricket could no longer
dominate without invention, effort andgfessional administration and competition.
Strikingly, cricket in Ireland at no time psessed a leading figure — a W.G. — of their
own, further adding to the increasing listmbblems that were hampering cricket’s

924 The Leinster CC cricket rules for the guidance of a cricket club as publishedHartlbookstated

bye-law 23 as the prohibition of political or religious discussion at all meetings of theHelndl{ook
1869-7Q p.168).

925 There were rules for bettimgaced at the back of théandbookin 1870-71 (p.205), but reports on
betting in cricket are almost non-existent. Whilst there would no doubt have been betting at matches,
the undercover nature of this activity is surprising as the newspapers showed no embarrassment in
extensively reporting horse racing betting odds. This conclusion was also reached by Pat Bracken, an
independent scholar at the time of presenting onck@tiand Society in Rural Ireland: Co. Tipperary,

a case study, 1849-1914' — a paper presented atxtheasinual conference &ports History Ireland,

held at Mater Dei Institute of Education in Dublin on 25 September 2010, in which he stated he had
found no references to gambling, but belgkitedid exist within cricket in Tipperary.
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full adoption and cherishmerAnd so whilst cricket continukto be played on fields
across the country in the ramer of 1872 with almost 500 teams noted this year,
trouble lay on the horizon due to an inabilitycredulity to act tdirmly entrench and
solidify the broad but shallow roots that had been laid. That cricketers either seemed
unaware of this impending storm or weweable to act to remedy the brewing
situation defines the impotency of leadersaim organisation dfish cricket in the

early 1870s.
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Chapter four: only ever an amateur game, 1873 — 1878

In the 1860s and early 1870s cricket had &agtrong claim to being one of, if rtoe,

leading national sporting pastimes. Yet the temporality of the situation was to be
exposed by the late 1870s, when other sports came to increasingly supersede cricket
in the affections of the nation. That tlesertaking was predicted, forewarned and
ultimately aided by negligence makes the regression of the game somewhat
frustrating to analyse. By 1878 the game waslining in both reporting and play by
teams, a predicament that would surely only worsen with the land wars of the late
1870s and early 1880s, even before one considers the competition that the Gaelic
Athletic Association would pose frori884 onwards. There is something of an
inconsistency in that newspaper reportipgaked in 1877, at a time when teams
playing were in decline (see diagram @r), which would logically suggest that
more games were being reported amongst f@lds. That cricket was retracting in
terms of numbers of teams playing beftire nationalist revivadbf the 1880s onwards
should further support the idea that cricketh rose and fell because of its own
merits; the game did not languish becaiisgas English, but rather because it was
amateur and lacked leadership. By 1878 nilmaber of teams playing had declined to

its lowest level since 186and cricket was now sureip a downward spiral. This
assertion cannot be made watbmplete confidence until fumér research is conducted

into the era of 1879 — 1885, but the signs were ominous.

Diagram eleven: the number of newspaper reports and teams listed
between 1873 - 1878
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1. Still justified: reasons for ardcilitators ofcontinued play

1.1: Healthiness and temperance

Cricket maintained, and in some cases even extended, its supporting reasons for play
in the years 1873 — 1878. In a continuing afjeoncern about lathiness and the
mental and physical benefits activity coutilitate, cricket — along with other sports
— continued to serve as a usefiumctionary to health and happin€éSand play by
medical institutions gave an implicit endement of the health-giving qualities of
cricket in addition to its social berist Doctors remained noted players and
organisers of the game, away from medinatitutions in the cities, diffusing the idea
of medical gain to the countr§’ The utility of cricket can be seen in both civilian
and military play at this time, the Ulster CC being formed in part to ‘give useful and
healthy recreation to younmen engaged in busine¥§ whilst the daily play of
cricket and other sports at the Curragh Cavepe not just seen as good for friendship
and camaraderie, but also productfue digestion and appetite too ndf.Another
article even more impressly endorsed cricket as game requiring the physical
qualities of rowing fused with ¢hmental application of che¥¥.The Public Park
committee for Belfast decreeq the autumn of 1874 that ground should be specially
set aside for cricket in the new offerfigwhilst similar policy was suggested for the
People’s Park in Limerick, with croquet andcket facilitation agpart of an annual
investment of £150 to be provided by the Corporation for the upkeep of th&park.
Within temperance movements, there \@asotable increase in the use of the
game as part of a proselytising missios&vye the common man from the temptations
of alcohol. In the northern town of Maghera, the western village of Gort, the

metropolis of Dublin and near theowthern coastline in Carrick-on-Sdif the

928 For example, athleticism and the benefits of sports were still lauded Fresmaan’s Journalll
June 1873, for one such instance.

927 For example, three doctors were on thenatttee of Thurles CC in the 1873 seasblar{dbook
1873-4 p.151) and 1874 seasodandbook 1874-5p.159), whilst the Co Cavan Hon. Sec. in 1875
was a doctorifandbook 1875-6p.108).

928 Belfast News-Lette20 March 1874.

9% Freeman’s Journalll July 1874.

9%Freeman’s Journall2 May 1873.

931 Belfast News-Lette October 1874.

92The Irish Times3 August 1877.

93 The Good Templars had members in the Magh@€ in 1873. They proposed and carried a
resolution to ban alcohol at cricket club dinndsslfast News-Lettei31 July 1873). The Dublin Total
Abstinence League spent Whit Monday celebrationsanésCastle as part of their annual celebrations
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connection and interrelationship betweeiclat and temperanagas strengthened by
the increasing play of temperance clubsl amovements. Such a relationship would
also be seen iather Irish sport$®* This was an increasingly serious matter in Ireland,
as by the second half of the nineteeo#imtury the pub was the principal centre of
male working-class recreation in Irelaadcording to police reports. Estimates put a
figure of up to 50 percent of Dublin wong-class citizensas visiting pubs on
Sundays by the mid-1878%, a state of affairs aided by the assaults on popular
culture that had beenndertaken across theneteenth century?® The association
between temperance movements and crickesatab be seen in Wales at this time as
well,**” and more cricket activity on the inkand was based around the pub than in
Ireland®®

In the emergence of temperance groapsl their increasing utilisation of
cricket at this time, cricket in Ireland had almost exactly mirrored the avenues of
provision in England. Davies and Light hadentified six main groups that provided
cricket in England: paternalists, employereligious groups, public houses, schools
and social reform groupa® Cricket was offered in Itand through all these groups
notably save public houses. Although it is gibke that publicans provided clubs with
facilities or funding withouteaving historical trace, nevidence has been found to
this effect. Bearing in mind the temperamsevements in Ireland in the mid-century,
this perhaps should come as little surprigethat the healthires of cricket was in
many ways the counterpoint to the evilstioé public house. This was not to be the
case in County Kerry in the next decade bwer, where publicans played a big role
in the establishment of the GAA in theunty and by 1890 the RIfeported that the

in 1874, with a cricket match played between thekYstreet and Gardiner Street clubs, with racing,
general sports and dancing enjoy@ti€ Nation 30 May 1874). Cricket was also enjoyed as part of
the same group’s 1875 Whit Maayd events at Carton Demesigdeman’s Journalll May 1875).
There was also a club team playing, the Total Absiie League, in Dublin in 1874, though called the
Temperance League Xl in scorecards sometinkgseman’sJournal 15 September 1874). Gort
Teetotal were playing by 187%reeman’s Journal27 August 1875). A workingmen'’s temperance
club and free library meeting was held in Carrick-on-Suir in January 1877, ‘for the purpose of forming
a literary and recreational club for the working classk the winter, readingsoncerts and lectures
were to be given, whilst in the summer months fogtlthletics, boating and cricket were to be used
as ‘preventatives.” Upwards of fifty young men, mainly tradesmen, joined in this meetaaman’s
Journal 25 January 1877).

934 See O'CallagharRugby in Munsterp.147 and Garnhamssociation footballp.14 for examples.

935 E. Malcolm, ‘The rise of the pub: a study in the disciplining of popular culture’ in J.S. Donnelly Jr.
and K.A. Miller (eds)Jrish popular culture 1650 — 185Qrish Academic Press, Dublin, 1998), p.51.

93¢ pid., p.xix.

97 Belfast News-Letted July 1874.

98 Tranter,Sport, economy and socigfy.38.

939 Davies with LightCricket and community in Englangp.41-52.
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GAA was only being kept alevby publicans’ efforts!° Although showing workplace
compared to generic publican provision for ket the playing of the St James’ club

as noted in 1874 in appendix three was Yikéle St James’ club of the Guinness
brewery?* a club that played in many years around the turn of the 1860 — 1870s

decades.

1.2: Religious groups, Viceroys alav enforcement endorsements

The difference in play between religioggoups on the mainland and Ireland is
striking. Dennis O’Keefe’s work has showthat in Calderdale between 1860 to
around 1920 at least 200 teams were formed fedigious organisations — almost 1/3
of all created and more than wkplace and pub-based teams combitfédlack
Williams’ work similarly found an extremglclose correlation between church-based
cricket clubs in Bolton and Burnley it©00 but in likeness to Ireland found works
teams were only a small component of pilayome selected northern English areas
under investigation in 19082 John Hargreaves has shown that by 1867, 1/3 of
cricket clubs in Bolton wereonnected to a religious bad§whilst Richard Holt has
highlighted that between 1876 - 1884, of Zd8tball clubs metioned in the local
press in Birmingham, 84 wemonnected to organised religidfi. A connection as
clear and as strong as these cannotmasle in Ireland, even though Christian
churches supported the gameicket in Ireland surely ecled the trends reported in
Calderdale though, where the playing oicket was mainly due to congregational
demand rather than clerical supifiin light of the aforemetioned difficulty the Irish
clergy had in closing down unwanted brothels.

Cricket’s ability to function as a sociable and healthful outlet was due to the
continued support of religious institutiondich maintained their use and support for
the game. Although W.G. Grace was referredgda model of muscular Christianity’

940 McElligott, Forging a Kingdomp.48.

91 GarnhamAssociation footballp.48.

%2 O’Keefe, ‘The Lord’s opening partnership,’ p.246.

943 3. Williams, ‘Churches, sport and identities in terth, 1900 — 1939’ in J. Hill and J. Williams
(eds),Sport and identity in the North of Englartideele University PresKeele, 1996), p.115 and
pp.123-124.

%4 HargreavesSport, Power and Culturg.49.

%5 Holt, Sport and the Britishp.150.

%8 O’Keefe, ‘The Lord’s opening partnership,’ p.258.
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by the Freeman’s Journain 1875*' it appears as though this clerical support in
Ireland was not based explicitly upon any linkage between healthiness and godliness,
but rather more for the practical usages bedefits that cricket could bring such as
kindred spirit in neighbourhoods and absticefrom the dreaded public house. This
support can be seen in generic Christrestitutions like the Esperanza (Young Men’s
Christian Association) cricket cléf} and a church at Roundtown in Dublin whose
denomination is unknown but had cricket grounds attached®tbGiergymen were
still actively involvedin playing the gamé&>® particularly in tie Protestant Church,
whilst grounds provision and administratisepport was evident still in Tuam, where
the Lord Bishop of Tuam provided grouraisd the Rev. E. Lombard was elected the
Hon. Sec. of Tuam CC in 1877 Protestant Sunday School outings contintiéd,
whilst the Protestant Armagh Catiral Choir had their own cluf®

Specifically within the Catholic community, play by distinctive and explicit
bodies are found in the €@decomer Catholic Young Men’'s Society CC playing
Castlecomer in 1873 in their first ‘great’ garieéand the existence of the Roscrea
Young Men's Catholic Society CC playing in 1878.The visible and symbolic
Catholic University were still active othe field in general and by 1878 had two
elevens playing>® St Bernard’s, Mount Melleray Seminary, Cappoquin, appears to be
a Catholic seminary, with the Hon. Secretary being a resident of the institution in
1875%7 Likewise, Carlow College were actiin fielding teams at this tinte®

The power of Catholic priests (althought omnipotent) is worth highlighting
considering the peak of the game in 1874emms of numbers of teams playing. Paul
Bew has suggested that the I@dic priest was the most resged figure in Irish life

throughout the nineteenth centdry,and when combined with an increased ratio of

%’ Freeman’s Journall4 May 1875.

%8 The Irish Times6 August 1878.

%9 Freeman’s Journal26 July 1875.

90 For example, two clergymen played in the Portarlington versus Tullamore game in September 1875
(The Irish Times8 September 1875), plus the Rev. J.Phatty was still involvedplaying in leading
national matches too (for example Jée Irish Timesl1l September 1875).

%1 Tuam Heralg 30 April 1877.

%2 For example, sedelfast News-Letter27 August 1873The Irish Times12 June 1876Belfast
News-Letter6 August 1877.

93 Belfast News-Letted 1 July 1873.

%4 Freeman’s Journal21 June 1873.

95 Freeman’s Journalé September 1876.

9%The Irish Times20 June 1878.

%"Handbook 1875-60.163.

98 Freeman’s Journald July 1877.

9%9p, Bew,Ireland: the politics of enmity 1789 — 200®xford University Press, Oxford, 2007), p.562.
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priests — to — parishionetsetween 1850 and 1870 as wad a huge leap in Mass
attendanc®’ it is clear that cricket could not Ve flourished were it not blessed by
the Catholic Church. This is supported byaRrGriffin’s work, which has shown that
clergymen of both Christian branchesa@d and supported other sports such as
cycling and for some clergymen bike®pided means of surveying their charg¥s.

Added to this religious endorsement,sathe continued approval of cricket by
the Viceroys in Ireland in thearly-to-mid 1870s. Before his departure, Earl Spencer
continued to patronise crickeand his successor the DukAbercorn was an even
more enthusiastic supporter and proponghiysically playing for the Vice Regal
team in his first year in office in 1874 games against Phoenix and 1Z, both of which
saw him playing with leaders of Irish sety in the form of four Lords and one
marquis’®? Although perhaps laced with defetiahhyperbole, the Viceroy partook in
baseball at an exhibition game in Dinbin August 1874, sending the balls he was
pitched ‘flying all over the field®® Yet his true love was ioket, being the leading
Viceroy in patronising and spading the game nationally tarms of actual physical
involvement. 1876 saw Abercorn playingr fthe Vice Regal team in a match in
Belfast versus the North of Ireland clubMuay, this match seeing all the pomp and
ceremony of a major game at shdW.ndeed, it was only an attack of gout that
stopped Abercorn playing in the Vice Regatstes Co Cork match a few months later
in August’® which, if played, would haveonstituted a national Vice Regal
cricketing tour in the summer of this ye&bercorn’s replacement in 1876 by a non-
cricketing Viceroy was, as in previous chasi@é administration, thhave a significant
impact on the playing of the game. Yetilth876, cricket continued with the support
and patronage of the highest office i tand, driven by Abercorn’s own personal
interest in the game.

The support for the game by the Viceroydarligious institutions left little
room or reason for the military or police services to hinder the game’s play. The
military in particular would have beean unlikely source of opposition anyhow,
considering their enthusiasm for the gamé¢he decades prior to the 1870s. Needless

to say, this patronage amthjoyment of the game ctimued unabated, cricket being

90| arkin, A history of Ireland, 1800 — 192@p.115-116.

91 Griffin, Cycling in Victorian Irelandpp.71-74.

92 SeeThe Irish Times19 August 1874 anthe Irish Times28 August 1874.
%3The Irish Times25 August 1874.

%4 Belfast News-Lette25 May 1876.

%>The Irish Times28 July 1876.
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said to be the most popular pastime at@ueragh Camp in an article on its summer
manoeuvres in 1878° Garrison clubs continued toayl a crucial role in opposing

local men in areas beyond the major cities where there was not an abundance of
teams. Local militias, raised at times of uncertainty for the defence of a local area and
staffed by civilians but led by the military, veealso increasingly playing the game in

the later 1870s. This must Ve been in part due tooncerns about the Eastern
Question at this time which would have reqdi mobilisation of such forces, further
spreading knowledge of ckiet by the interation between thericket-supporting

Army and local Irish mef®’ Whilst there was positive benefit to engaging with these
local neighbourhoods, an easy relationshis wat necessarily assured. There were
disturbances in Nenagh in the spring1&77 between some residents and military
men?® this, even though there were close relationships between the townspeople and
those stationed through cricket and foditlzad the like, shows that whilst sports-
playing promoted positive neighbourly rétaships, it did not guarantee them.

As the other face of peacekeeping ialdnd, the support of the Royal Irish
Constabulary allowed the playing of cricket. As intelligence gatherers and keepers of
the peace before extremities arose, they dalightly more nuanced and challenging
role to play with regards cricket. Mudike the military, being involved in sporting
endeavour with local residents built strongelationships with the community, and
there are numerous examptdEspolice involvement in spting recreation at this time
— something that certainly increasedtire 1870s compared to previous decades.
Being an all-Irish forc®® with men from both religions but being composed of 70
percent Catholic men by the 1873%this interaction was highly desirable, to avoid
accusations of being the puppets of @rerseas government. This was a charge
sometimes laid against thelft. The playing of cricketmay not have necessarily

smoothed the relationship with all in Irigdociety, but at the least it would have

%% Ereeman’s Journall June 1875.

%7 The Militia and RIC of Co Donegal played against the county club in T8¥&Itish Times14 July
1875); the Royal Meath Militia were playing by 187Bhé Irish Times26 June 1876); the Wexford
Militia were playing by 1878The Irish Times27 June 1878). The Kerry Militia possessed a ground,
as the Killarney and Tralee clubs in Kerry played their match there in Haflook 1876-7p.104).
These militias were also involved in other sporting events too, for example the North Mayo Militia
band played at the Swinford athletic sports in August 1Bf&efnan’s Journal30 August 1875).

%8 Nenagh Guardiand April 1877.

99 Freeman’s Journall2 June 1877.

970 Bartlett,Ireland — a History p.313.

1 The RIC were rather flippantly referred to notaagolice force, but a military force in the House of
Commons in 1875, being sarcastically praised feirtexcellence in organising archery and cricket
matches TheNation, 15 May 1875).
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softened some of the suspicions localnmunities may have held, and in many
instances did no doubt strengthen communal goodwill. One policeman, Thomas
Hayes was the Roscommo@C Hon. Sec. in 18732 whilst another, M.
O’Shaughnessy, an RIC member of Ardlfevas the Hon. Sec. of Brandon CC,
Ardfert®® The RIC were active in other sports too; cycling was to become very
popular with them in the late 1800s, and1901 Wexford RIC were Ireland’s largest

cycling club?™

1.3: Institutional play, panage and business interest

Whilst Davies and Light have suggestedttichurches, pubs and workplaces were
strong influences on crickse growth in England/® in Ireland the real focal point of
the game was in the locautl. Churches and workplacesdha small impact in actual
provision overall; in1874, only around 20 of the 432 club teams identified belonged
to a specific workplace institution, @xding the looser commercial teams which
presumably were for those collectively eoy#d in a certain profession in an area.
Such a figure cortates roughly withTom Hunt's findings on cricket in County
Westmeath, where he found that onlp&cent of teams between 1880 — 1905 were
sponsored by employet& There is only one clearly-identifiable church organisation
playing this year too, although there are m@aygholic and Protestant schools playing
the game. Naturally, workplaces and ahas would have provided grounds, funds
and might have even gone under a differeare to their religious organisation, and
so their involvement cannot simply besufissed. But it would appear that these
groups were less importantaih in England at this timeéhe game instead being a
local initiative, supporting Tom Hunt's wonkhich showed 68 percent of teams in
County Westmeath being those repréisgntowns, villages and parish&s.

Workplaces increased their provision of cricket in the 1870s, particularly in
the north of the country. Ptimorks, factories, mills, wingmen'’s clubs and general

commercial enterprises all boasted teams in this time. In addition were the more

°2Handbook 1873-4p.151.

°*Handbook 1874-5.119.

974 Griffin, Cycling in Victorian Irelandpp.75-83.

7> Davies with LightCricket and community in Englang.8.

7 Hunt, Sport and Society in Victoridneland: the case of Westmeath124.
7 bid., p.124.
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glamorous professions of telegraphy and journafi$rmcluding those foiThe Irish
Timesand theFreeman’s Journalthe latter of which, being a nationalist, Catholic
publication should prove further evidence tloe embrace of the game by followers of
Rome. Bankers and lawyers were still active, particularly the former, with bankers
seen in organisational positions in various ciifBs.

It is not unreasonable toittk that those in positionsf power or standing in
society believed in at least some of the mqgphysical or social benefits to cricket.
Patronage, in the support and leadership of the game, was still provided by the elite in
society, such as Arthur Kavanagh, MP, being President of the Borri& ®@count
Newry’s presidency of Newry CC for 1878, or the more humble leadership of
Theobald Butler and James Ryan, both obmhtook the lead in organising local
cricket®? It was probably a cocktail of eduiatal benefit, genuine benevolence and
desire for popular perception that led suehn to act in theseays in supporting the
game, with a notable increag the amount of Deputy éutenants (who represented
the Viceroy in local counties) patronisingdabeing involved with the game in these
years of the 1870%2 probably in imitation of vadus Viceroys' patronage of the
game nationally.

Facilitating this continued play of cket were the commercial interests who
sought to exploit the popuiy and enthusiasm of thgame for profit in a wide
variety of ways already shown. In tiiears 1873 — 1878, if aluding John Lawrence,
the number of businesses or individualsojey commercial opportunity from cricket
was at least 50 nationally. Whilst not igisificant, this is somewhat down on the
minimum of 60 as found in the investigation’s years of 1867 — 1872, and does point

towards a gentle corrosiani cricketing popularity.

978 Belfast TelegraphistBelfast News-Lette21 August 1876); The Irish TimeBréeman’s Journal

28 August 1876); Freeman’s Jourriatdeman’s Journal29 July 1878).

7 Ballina CC in Co Mayo’s Hon. Sec. in 1874 was an employee of the National Bank, Ballina
(Handbook 1874-5p.150) and a Bank of Ireland employee was the Hon. Sec. of Kilbeggan CC in Co
Westmeath in 1874Handbook 1874-5.168).

90 Freeman’s Journal9 July 1875.

%1 Belfast News-Lettel8 May 1876.

%2 Freeman’s Journal9 August 1878.

%3 This is a noteworthy increase, and such involeiof Deputy Lieutenastcan be seen in the
Patrons and Presidents of the Portarlington, Dovea and Turtulla clubs in H8a8book 1875-6
p.152 and p.160).
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2. Still a popular pastimevho played or watched?

2.1: Still played and enjoyed liiye elites and the middle classes

Major games continued to hold socialcba, with over 40 prominent individuals
specifically named as attending the Naasl Co Kildare versus Rathmines School
(past and present) match in early June 8%and the I1Z versus All Ireland match in
August 1874 pulled the elite of Dublin and wider society to the gamahilst the
rhetoric of manliness and virtuosity hambtably dampened, cricket still allowed
gentlemen to prove their mettle to speadigtiadies — with female attendance still a
key and remarked upon feature and desireleading matchesAristocratic and
landowning gentlemen were continuing playef the game, sometimes in tandem on
the field with Abercor?®® and there was a resuscitation of the old Gentlemen of the
North and South teams in 18%7.No doubt this was in patb arrest the decline in
cricketing interest that was underway byistlstage in tone ofeporting if not
necessarily diminishing numbers of reportsthis year cricket games did not really
provide the stir or oomph ia crowding social scene.

Some leading clubs continued to flouriahd develop infrastructure, such as
the North of Ireland club, who felt the neéd appoint an Assistant Secretary in
1873%8 and a caterer in 1878’ The sociable aspect of these clubs was still crucial,
seen in the reporting of a robberyliB74 at the Phoenix CC ground resulting in the
theft of port wine, two gallons of sherand two gallons of whiskey being stolen by
six soldiers, whom were subsequently found asleep né&rbet even within the
leading elite of Irish society, malaise svaetting in by thdate 1870s, shown for
example in the Phoenix versus Garrigiame that opened the 1877 season, where it
was suggested there would have been an graater attendance spectators, yet the
zoological garden’s promenade angolo match were taking plate.

%4 The Irish Times4 June 1873.

%5 The Irish Times28 August 1874.

986 SeeThe Irish Times19 August 1874 anthe Irish Time®28 August 1874.

%7 A Gentlemen of the South of Ireland team formed again in 1877, playing matches in Dhblin (
Irish Times 5 June 1877) whilst a similar team played in the north against 1Z in 187 Bétfast
News-Letter16 August 1877).

98 Belfast News-Lette21 February 1873.

99 Belfast News-Letted 0 February 1873.

9% Freeman’s Journall7 June 1874.

“1The Irish Times7 May 1877.
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The middling sort of society enjoyedetlyame as before. Within this group,
much of the administrative and organisatl lead for teams and clubs was taken. A
club formed in Ballinrobe in Co Mayo in 18fsovides one of theare insights into
the professions of playersund, with two justices of thpeace, one doctor and two
bankers being some of the leading gentlenmethe initiation and administration of
the new club’?? That such leadership was prowidey this background of citizen is
perhaps unsurprising, Banagher CC in Corpen 1873 being comprised ‘principally
of farmers’ sons... not being able to imde amongst its members country gentlemen,
Dublin University students, or military offers, who are generally the leading spirits
at cricket’ seeing as these men had thestimoney and inclination to lead such
ventures?

Music remained an integrglart of the sport forllaclasses, with many clubs
developing bands attached to their clutikeness to the Roscrea CC who played the
Nenagh club out of town for one mile wim immense concourse of townspeople’ in
1875 They also then played themselves out of town in their return visit to Nenagh
in Septembet®® General musical accompanimentsastill provided playing at major

matches in Ireland by regimental and other bands.

2.2: The case study of Nenagh

As a micro study of the rise and fall oficket in Ireland, there can be no more
fascinating a club than that of Nenagh,amsociation that saw incredibly close and
increasingly strong links between the differgattions of Irish society in the mid-to-
late 1870s. The club had become a vehiclead! pride, boasting 300 members at the
end of the 1876 seasdf.Quite simply, the zest, passion and pride in this club was
extraordinary. As one case in point,Aagust 1877, 300 individuals associated with
Nenagh CC (plus their band) travelled fomatch in Thurles in carriages, with the
band being placed in the first carriage gaying music as they travelled along en

route. The visitors attended Mass in Tlkarbefore playing their match and then

992 Tuam Heralg 27 March 1875.
93Handbook 1873-4p.142.

94 Nenagh Guardian28 August 1875.

995 Nenagh Guardianl5 September 1875.
9®Nenagh Guardian9 August 1876.
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returning home close to midnight. Other examples of sugtieasantly-spirited days
to opposing towns can be seeo elsewhere in Irelarid®

What makes this club’s example evenrenmtriguing is the close cross-class
interaction that was evidentseen in Nenagh by theutl, showing that cricket was
used as a societal vehicle to build hany in local areas. In autumn 1874, the club
grew to become the Nenagh cricket clgsariation — a forum for amusement beyond
the cricket field, which alsextended to rugby by December 1875Not all were
respectful of the club’s efforts, Jam&sapleton of Ballyannyentering the club’s
rooms in autumn 1875, ‘wilfly and maliciously’ tearing up newspapers of the club
and generally threatening the pe&t8.

Dr F.P. Cleary, a practisingoctor and native Irish mafi®* was responsible
for arranging the cricket club’s brassnidaand also keeping both the band and the
cricket club free from political opinioms noted on leaving the Nenagh town in
18762%°? From the 1840s in Britain, Hugh Cunningham has shown that brass bands
had emerged as competitive ventuf83whilst Alan Metcalfe has highlighted how
brass bands were formed at collieriesniorthern England irthe late nineteenth
century’® The Nenagh equivalent certainly had ke fia fostering local pride, and in
tandem with the cricket club, these ventuadlswed the club not just to showcase
itself locally but nationally, similar tahe way sport did for villages in East
Northumberland in the nineteenth centtfy. Sport allows for the construction of
individual, group and national identiti€€® and this was certainly true for Irish
cricket clubs across the thyryears of investigation.

In his leaving speech in 1876, Dr Cleamade clear he had been honoured to
be associated with the cricket club, ‘praefdts success, and still more proud of your
undeviating adherence to that grand prireiplthe absence of vah, alas! has been

the bane of our fatherland — perfect unay Irishmen, irresective of caste or

997 Nenagh Guardianl5 August 1877.

998 Eor example, selenagh Guardian28 August 1875.

99 Nenagh Guardian29 December 1875.

1009Nenagh Guardian23 October 1875.

1901 Nenagh Guardianl1 October 1876.

1002 | hid,

1903 Cunningham, ‘Leisure and culture,” p.316.

1004 A, Metcalfe, ‘Sport and community: a case study of the mining villages of East Northumberland,
1800 — 1914’ in J. Hill and J. Williams (edsgport and identity in the North of Englarileele
University Press, Keele, 1996), p.20.

1005 |bid., pp.30-31.

1098 M. Cronin and D. Mayall, ‘Sport and Ethnicity: some introductory remarks’ in M. Cronin and D.
Mayall (eds.),Sporting Nationalisms: Identity, Ethnicity, Immigration and Assimilatierank Cass,
London 1998), pp.1-2.
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religion.” He went on to say that the clhbd morphed from being a cricket club into
an association providing the young men ohbigh with moral, healthful, mental and
physical recreation. The club di@rovided not only cricketyut football, swimming,
annual athletics, entertainments, music amdading room, claiming that the club had
allowed Protestant and Catltoyoung men to link ‘arm irarm.” To enshrine this
separation of party and politics, sub-laws were embedded in the club’s
constitution®®’

Whilst some might scoff at such rhetoric as whimsical or idealistic, the club
does seem both genuine and sincere imibsalistic tone, trying to unify the local
area and encourage cross-class relatiand cross-religious friendship for the
betterment of society. Visiblexamples of this attempt can be seen in the club
contributing towards poor law provisidor those in the local area in 18%7%and the
athletic sports of 1878 which saw themuittee make provision “for all classe€8%
Even the police were incorporated into sb@&vents, a tug of war being held between
twelve of Nenagh CC and twelve of the R& the Nenagh athletic sports in June
1876°'° and rugby matches at the turn of the 1875 / 1876 y&ans many ways, it
was such tolerance of both class and religuithin the game that would be two ways
in which the game could have further entresetitself; as it was, cricket was just too
decent.

The club’s brass band appe@wshave been at the forefront of this attempt to
provide for the less well-off, the band bgian opportunity for novices to learn music
and remain on a virtuous steadpseriptions funding the ventut&? The band was
being used not just in cricket matches, aubther sporting and cultural events like
the North Tipperary Farming S@ty’s Show in August 1876 and 18%# The band
also played a crucial part local festivities and events abte, in particular in playing
teams and individuals out ofvim, a sort of musical farewWgseen when they did so
for the detachment of the 8Gegiment stationed at Nenagh to the train station on
their departure to the Curragh Camp in June 1876again showing a close

association with the security apparatushe town. The band of the Nenagh CC, and

1007 Nenagh Guardian14 October 1876.

1008 Nenagh Guardianl6 May 1877.

1009Nenagh Guardian8 June 1878.

1019Nenagh Guardianl7 June 1876.

1011 Nenagh Guardian29 December 1875. A match svalso played in early 1876.
1012Nenagh Guardian25 August 1877 and 24 November 1877.

193Nenagh Guardian12 August 1876 anihe Irish Weekly Time48 August 1877.
10 Nenagh Guardian10 June 1876.
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indeed the general club, were commenipdn as having ‘become a great element of
good in Nenagh’ by 187%7* and this micro example chimes very closely with clubs
found in the West Riding of Yorkshire ithe mid-century, wére principal clubs
emerged in major towns as civic institutianstheir own right for civic pride with a

local desire to improve these cluf}&’

2.3: Working-class play showing teport still being played by all

There were at least eightgbessional players Ireland coachinglubs in the 1873
season, allowing the organisationafGentlemen versus Players maithialthough

the sums generated would have paled in comparison to the £306 generated over three
days in the English Gentleme&arsus Players match in 18782 Yet cricket in Ireland

never developed a well-resourced profesdigoane in comparison to the mainland,

no doubt in part due to inferior rates of g4y, and the game remained essentially
amateur in play. Some professionals wioen the mainland and came over for the
season before returning to Britain.

The spirit of cooperation and care for one’s fellow man can be seen in
institutions in Ireland’'s two major toven The Belfast Working Men’s Institute
contained a cricket club by 1877, with 7@¥embers overall in the institution and
possessing an income of over £1,000. Simitathe Nenagh CC, they boasted a
reading room of 3,000 books and temperanfesbments for the members, with a
trip also planned to Paris. The institutas called ‘one of thglories’ of Belfast’®
and shows the accessibility of cricketttmse with limited means beyond inclusive
neighbourhoods like Nenagh. Likewise, Dublin, the Purveyors’ Assistants’
Association in Dublin heldheir club meeting in théMechanics’ Institute, Lower
Abbey Street Dublin, in April 1877. Litera classes were deemed a success, and a
committee was formed to provide crickedeother outdoor amusement in the summer

months'®** A large number of men were proposiedthe May meeting to join the

101°Nenagh Guardian21 March 1877.

1018 bavies with LightCricket and community in Englanpip.54-55.

1917 The Irish Times18 July 1873.

10188 Heald (ed)1876 — A Statistical Survé¥he Association of Cricket Statisticians and Historians,
Nottingham, 2000), p.12.

1919 Milne, Perry and HallidayA history of Dublin University C(.19.

1920Freeman’s Journall5 January 1878. Athenaeum CC had held meetings in the committee rooms of
the Belfast Working Men'’s Instita as early as April 187Bélfast News-Letted8 April 1873).

1021 Ereeman’s Journall8 April 1877.
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club, supposedly on the popularity of the plariiated in the previous meeting to

form a cricket clud®? Workingmen’s and mechanicstams playing cricket were

existent in Scotland as well as Englaffd.and cricket in Glasgow in the second half
of the nineteenth century appeared to be for all as it was in Irefind.

Away from formalised provision, ther@ere also many instances of what
might be termed informal, improvised ortreet’ cricket, as was also seen on the
mainland at this timé&®® A letter appeared in tHereeman’s Journabn 11 July 1874
about ‘bands of young rowdies’ playing critke Dublin. It was complained that in
public thoroughfares, such groups werayphg cricket with stones and improvised
bats, a lady being hit in the head from on¢hese ‘ballsin early July1874, forcing a
resident of the city to write to thEreeman’s Journal The police were asked to
monitor such areas, to protect Dubliners ‘from the violence and abuse which those
rowdies give.” The newspaper concurreshting: ‘It is the practice, so common
among our juvenile population, of playing &&t and other sport&) some respects
of a dangerous kind, in thersgts. We should be sorry itaterfere with the growing
popularity of the noblest of odibor recreations, but the dk&t which is admirable in
the proper arena is intolerable in crowded thoroughfares.” Such instances can be seen
on other occasions in Dublif?® giving credence tdhe Irish Timestall in 1877 for
more public park space in the Phoenix ParBublin to allow individuals to recreate
in a safe and suitable spat®’

Such play can also be seen elsewhere in the country. A complaint was made in
the Belfast News-Letteon 5 October 1874 about 50 - 70 ‘roughs’ meeting on
Sundays to play cards, cricket and other #etv in meadows and fields such as at
Legar Hill in northern Irednd. Bryan Dunn was charged tareaking a cricket bat of

some boys who had been playing cricket frell outside the towmf Borrisoleigh in

1922 Ereeman’s Journal29 May 1877.

1923 b W. Potter,The Encyclopaedia of Scottish Crick@mpire Publications, Manchester, 1999):
Haddington Working Men’s Club played their first game in 1877 (p.95) and mechanics’ teams in
Scotland had existed since the early 1860s (p.112). Sand@doiet and the VictoriansVakefield
Mechanics’ Institution CC were active mid-century (p.3).

1024 Burnett, ‘Cricket,’ p.59.

192%|n Durham City, following the formation of theicket club in 1828, chimney sweeps could be seen
playing cricket on the street with their caps and sweeps. J. Cha@neam teas and nutty slack — a
history of club cricket ifCounty Durham 1751 — 200@ack Chapman, England — exact publication
details unknown, 2003), p.19.

1026 For example, see th¢andbook’sbelief that a ride through Phoenix Park would see cricket played
in every stage, from embryonic street crictethe refined play of the Phoenix cludapdbook 1876-

7, p.3).

1927 The Irish Times2 April 1877.
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Tipperary in 1878 - he was ordered to/@apenalty and the cost of a new'f&t-

whilst Patrick Brien of Thurles successfully prosecuted ‘a number of lads’ for
continuous trespassing ptay cricket on his land$? Violence was still a feature of
working-class play, as i@ctober 1877 Thomas andhh Maher were summoned by
Constable Connell of Toomavara for fighting and disturbing the peace in town on the
way home from Ballinwear, where they haldyed for Toomavara against Ballyanny

CC %% A similarly violent episode had an unfonately more regrettable conclusion,
when a party of cricketers were returniiagCallan in Co Kilkenny in the autumn of
1877 when two members fell out. One of #hasdividuals then hithe other in the
head with a bat, killing hir?**

The reason these instances appear to be working-class in nature is that they
received so little media attention; therents real outpouring of ggf in the tone or
language and the reporting on them is so mafitéact. One cannot help but feel that
if these actions had been undertaken byindiicted upon a walthier member of
society, there would have been either gnestandal or sympathy associated with the
actions. For these examples, it was just accepted, maybe even expected. Such

examples dispel the idea ofaltet as a purelglite pursuit.
2.4: Cricket in schools and universities

The schools that continued ptay cricket showed breadi play both geographically
and in terms of religious affiliation. Leading Catholic schools continued to play the
game with enthusiasm, in institutiohke Blackrock Colleg, Clongowes Wood and
St Stanislaus, of which Blackrock ando@fowes both possessed third elevens in this
time period'*?

An attempt to unify these leading Catholic schools into representative teams
can be seen in Phoenix playing theh@éic Colleges in late September 18%3and

in August 1874%* There appears to be genuingheisiasm for the game in these

1028 Nenagh Guardian29 June 1878.

1029 Nenagh Guardian23 September 1874.

1030Nenagh Guardianl3 October 1877.

1931 The Irish Times4 September 1877.

1032 Blackrock were fielding 3XIs in 1873 for examplEréeman’s Journal 14 June 1873) and
Clongowes had a 3XI by 187&reeman’s Journal4 May 1874). Other schools such as Academic
Institute also had a 3XI by 1874HKe Irish Times24 August 1874).

1933The Irish Times29 September 1873.

1934The Irish Times17 August 1874.
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Catholic schools, and one future avenuestoidy would be to examine within these
schools how far this playing was led by gspor imposed by teachers; as a case
study, Clongowes Wood shows that thereevédence for both these theories. The
Clongowes’ speech day was covered in extensive length in 1873 kreabman’'s
Journal where it was lauded that ‘the Jesuit Fathers e gxcellencethe leaders
still in the intellectual and $olastic training of the Chblic rising generation,’ the
piece then going on to talk about the mentadbral and physical education that was
offered, including via the ball court and d¢mt ground, which served ‘develop their
bone and muscle to theghiest point of perfectiort®*® This piece implied that such
training was at least tacitly encouragby the priests themselves, even if only
indirectly in acquiescing to sugilay outside of lesson time.

Yet Clongowes students seemed to genuinely enjoy the game, with an Old
Clongownians’ team formed by 1872 which would point towals a passion for the
game beyond the school grounds. Whilst it ddug argued that there may have been
social, commercial or more clandestieasons for play that doubtless attracted some
to the game, it is surely implausible thlaé majority would hee continued for any
other reason than because they mainly enjoyed a day of cricket.

Within the Catholic fraternity, the hospitality of the clergy who were teachers
continued to astound and impress, \hiwould again support the idea of school
leaders’ endorsement of the game and theireésifoster it for its benefits and uses.
Blackrock’s and Clongowes’ hosaglity were celebrated in 18%7” and shows that
Catholic school cricket was far fronilapidated by the late 1870s. Indeed, proposals
were suggested to further entrench ansicence this cricketingarticipation by the
development of major matches, a pragos 1875 suggesting that Clongowes and
Blackrock — the two principal public schoatsIreland accordingo the writer — host
annual games at Phoenix CC in Dublin to develop spect&tlanother suggestion
for a leading Irish schools’ match was attempted in name and nature in 1877, when St
Stanislaus took on Clongowes under the vestijea kind of Irish Eton and Harrow

cricket match2%*° That such ideas were not develdpeust in part explain why such

1035 Freeman’s Journal22 July 1873 an@iheNationon 27 July 1873.

1036 Freeman’s Journal8 May 1874.

1937 The Blackrock hospitality was noted in the match versus the Catholic University in 1877
(Freeman’s Journal24 May 1877), as was the Clongowes hospitality in their match versus Leinster
(The Irish Times24 May 1877).

1938 Freeman’s Journal5 April 1875.

1039 Freeman’s Journal25 May 1877.
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schools eventually drifted to rugby union their gospel, as for example an Ulster
Schools Cup was established in the season 1875-6.

Whilst the hospitality was seeminglpot as impressive in Protestant
establishments such schools continuedyiplg the game much as before. Both
Rathmines School and Methodist College, Bstif possessed third elevens in this
time1°** At Dundalk Grammar School, the Heltthster wanted a physical as well as
intellectual education — and de was supportive of crickdqotball, athletics and the
like so that the boys ‘should hamewell developed iteps and biceps®* Like their
Catholic counterparts, such schools wdfkicged by some of the problems and errors
that were beginning to plague the ganaionally; even a cricket-mad school like
Rathmines was supporting athletics withrvtur, with a ‘large and fashionable
attendance’ attending tkahletic sports in 1878+

The universities still proded cricketing opportunitieshe benefits of which
were celebrated at Trinity Colleg@ublin in the House of Common&** Trinity was
taking steps to formalise its teams earlythie season, publishingdtselected squads
in newspapers to theoretically gain prestige or reward selection to these¥&dms.
total, Trinity College possessed seven club te®fisnd it was the popularity of
cricket in Trinity — the college being a ‘bastion of Unionis#f and populated
overwhelmingly with Protestants but alde Catholic middle and upper clas$&s-
that has no doubt influenced the perceptiorcridket as a Protéent and Unionist
game.

The Catholic University was still active Dublin, but thereloes seem to have
been a noticeable downgrading of enthusiasiie universities of Belfast and Cork
(which were turning tathletics), which would prove ttemental in future years as
fewer young men gained exposure to thenga Outside of formal educational
institutions, the opportunities for crickdtad increased, with at least seventeen
specifically-named junior teams active time country, the majority of which were

1040F van EsbecHKrish rugby 1874 — 1999: a histof@ill & Macmillan, Dublin, 1999), p.33.

1041 Rathmines School had a 3XI by 187%¢ Irish Times19 August 1873) as did Methodist College
by 1876 Belfast News-Letteb September 1876).

1%42The Irish Times24 January 1874.

1943 The Irish Times26 June 1878.

1044 Ereeman’s Journal22 April 1873 and’he Nation 26 April 1873.

104 5eeThe Irish Times7 May 1873 for example.

104 These teams were a 1XI, 2XI, Boat Club, Engineering School, Divinity department, Law School
and Medical School teams.

1047\West, The bold Collegiang.8.

1048 yons, Ireland since the Faming.94.
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from the north of Ireland?*® a big increase on previous decades. There would have
been more such teams and also teenagefdaysg in men’s matches. However, the
much greater development of colts’ crickedngland was not reciprocated in Ireland
at this time, and the noteworthy matchesaidinty colts’ teams and colts of the North

and South matches wemet played in Ireland®®

3. Reasons for the dew of cricket by 1878

3.1: The accelerating rise of other sports

A decade that began with optimism wasetal with decline. Té number of cricket
teams in Ireland peaked in 1874, and the game had become a genuinely national
pursuit with clubs listed in every county tiis year. With only 45 percent of teams
coming from Dublin and Belfast the gamesaaearly as much regional and local as
urban®®! It was in this era that cricket probgiseached furthest across society due to
the sheer amount of teams playing, and thigjkeof teams as Weas the cross-class
playing identified repeats the consistent challenges this work poses to the
historiography that labelsricket as unpopular or elitislrish cricket bears many
striking parallels to the Scottish game at timse, as Scottish cricket enjoyed a peak
period roughly from 1860 — 189@jth an estimated 200 clulis 1873. This is almost
exactly the same as lIrish cricket's pgadpularity, and likewisen Scotland almost
every village had a team before retraction twehe rise of other sports that took

greater root®?

104 Shrigley and Killyleagh both had juvenile teams playing in 18efést News-Letter30 June

1874); Comber Spinning Mill had a junior team in 18Bklfast News-Letter5 August 1874);
Dungannon Junior were playing in 1878e(fast News-Letterl0 August 1874); Ballymena Junior

were playing in 1876Belfast News-Letterl9 June 1876); Goresbridge and Gouran were both fielding
junior elevens in August 1878 eeman’s Journal 29 August 1878); Nenagh Wanderers were a
juvenile eleven of Nenagh C®lénagh Guardian5 September 1877). Comber had a junior team too,

as did Hollywood, Monkstown, Newtownards, Sullatober, Saintfield, Killyleagh demesne, Dungannon
and Armagh.

1050\vjisden The Cricketers’ Almanack Fdr87Q colts county games were taking place such as Notts
versus 22 colts (p.87); Sussex colts played a team of gentlemen (p.127); Hampshire colts were active
too (p.128); 11 colts of the North played versus 11 colts of the South at Lord’s (p.130). This trend
would only accelerate in the 187@ith more and more prominent matches taking place. In the 1874
Wisden Sussex had 15 professional colts playing in 1873 (p.150) and both a gentlemen’s colts 11 and a
professional colts 11 at th@ub in 1873 (p.153). In th&isdenof 1876: Middlesex had a similar
arrangement (p.110) in 1875, and Surreyscplayed Middlesex colis 1875 (p.150).

1951 please see appendices three and four.

1952 Byrnett, ‘Cricket,’ pp.58-60.
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For all of its continuing positive characteristics, cricket still remained the
amateur game in both play and organisatioaldf it was codified but not coordinated
in terms of administration and competititm allow longevity. Asthe years of the
1870s progressed, it becomes abundantly ttedrthe passion, even obsession, with
cricket in the early-to-mid 1860s was abgti something that is difficult to quantify.
Many cricket reports had become simply fixduists, with less of the excited detalil
and reporting of games in previous yedatsicket was being challenged by rival
sports, which were reported with generallyrenenthusiasm and intrigue than cricket.
The comparative reporting for 1875 showrgcket still in adominant position and
thus cricket was by no means in dire strasghy the middle of the decade, still being
an incredibly popular game in comparisoniteorivals. Cricket was still eclipsed by
hunting and horse racing, these sports beipgrted more than cricket in all but one
of the samples below which have been used snapshot of these sports as reporting
on them was still so extensive at thimél. However, cricket’'s popularity was in
decline by 1878 in real termand must also have been comparatively as these other
new and emerging sports conted to grow. The stormalds had been forming for
years, and the impending fall for cricket svaothing to do with the GAA as many
historians have declared.

Diagram twelve: a comparative analysis of the different sports reported
in 1875

3000+

2500+

2000+

15004

Number of reports

10004

5001

Hurling Athletics Football Rowing and Cricket
yachting

Sport

207



Table four: newspaper reporting in someselected newspapers for cricket, horse

racing and hunting in 1875

Newspaper Belfast News- Nenagh Guardian | The Nation

reports for 1875 Letter

Cricket 1053 38 7
Horse racing 576 251 46
Hunting 1057 138 40

The primary way in which cricket was ovaken and overshadowéd rival sports in
the mid-to-late 1870s was through leadgrsdnd administration. Not only had new
sports emerged in the 1850s and 1860s - ditkeetics, rugby d rowing - but also
now in the 1870s tennis, soccer and ¢ygliThese sports formed and established
themselves with structures and procedureBadit endear and eblesh the sports in
the long term. Cricket’s set-up was at@ur and pathetic by comparison.

Leading this charge to sporting orgsation were the increasingly popular
pastimes of athletics arrdgby. The Irish Champion Atétic Club, which had been
formed in 1872, was the heartbeat of etiick in Ireland. Themost impressive
administrative development though came in the game of rugby union. The Irish
Football Union existed by 1875, hosting Englayers after the international against
Ireland in Dublin in December 1875, a tearatttvas genuinely nathal as far as such
teams were in this time, with playei®m the North of Ireland, Windsor, Dublin
University, the Wanderers and Lansdowne RBatiThis coordinating and leading
body was to do so much to organise and @®igte the game imeland, organising a
general meeting for clubs affiliated to tbaion in Dublin inearly October 1876 to
plan the forthcoming seasd™® with a splinter group establishing themselves as
leaders of the game in the north in the form the Northern Football Uffofhis
rival group hosted arreland - Scotland match in February 18%%f but the

administrative lead of the IFU was sut¢hat committees were formed of the

1953The Irish Times14 December 1875.

1054 Ereeman’s Journal30 September 1876.

1055 Belfast News-Lettes February 1877.

1056 This game shows the financial nous of this new rugby establishment, offering five tickets for the
price of four to union members for this mat&8elfast News-Letted 2 February 1877).
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constituent clubs to select the international teffisand in 1879 these two groups
would fuse to create the IRFU. B$877, even newspapers were aiding the
implementation and planning of fixtureghe Irish Timescalling for secretaries of
football clubs to send fixture lists in forgauction of a fixture card to allow clubs to
correspond?®® Such an undertaking had been atterdpwith cricket in earlier years,
but had failed.

Other organisations were alsolléaving the Victorian model of sporting
ownership and national diran. Horse racing had profeesalised further, with a
meeting of the Irish National Hunt Steephase Committee in August 1878 to debate
racing matters and interpretations on jump ractigo go in tandem with the Turf
Club’s organisation of flat @ng. What is most dispiritig about watching these years
unfold is how even minosports like shootind®° cycling°** polo'®®? and croquéf®?
were enjoying national leaderpland organisation of comiigon. Cricket still lurked
in the decades gone, almost paralysed, wihisse new and emerging sports entered
into the slipstream of professionalisiggort that was enveloping mainland Britain.

Combined with this greater organisation general of thes other sports in
Ireland came a significantly more interesting competitive spectacle on offer to those
wishing to attend and enjoy events. Greanpetitions were elicited in a variety of
sports, athletics and rugby agao the fore. The ICAC heldheir inaugural meeting in
July 1873, with representatives from Belfdsirgan, Cork and other provincial areas
sending forth athletes to Dublin to the event in College Park; it was believed by the
Freeman’s Journathat ‘all the crack Irish athletes’ would attelif. Records were
set in every event undertakanthis inaugural set ofices, and the high jump record
was broken for the United Kingdom by Mr {da, probably the famed Maurice Davin
who was to later establighe Gaelic Athletic Assoation and who was known as a

prolific athlee in the 1870%°° There also appears toe professionalisation of

1057 Belfast News-Lette@2 February 1877.

1958 The Irish Times26 September 1877.

199 Freeman’s Journall0 August 1878.

1060 Belfast News-Lette28 May 1874.

1981 The Irish Champion Bicycle Association, comprising a number of constituent clubs nationwide,
held its first meeting in Dublin in June 18 ¢eman’s Journal26 June 1876).

1%2The All Ireland Polo Club was established by the end of the summer of 1874 in Dubkméan’s
Journal 29 August 1874).

1083 Freeman’s Journall3 August 1874.

1084 Freeman’s Journal5 July 1873.

19%5The Irish Times25 May 1874. To further cement the event in history, photos of the victor in each
event were taken, ‘each as he appeared panting and in the war-paint of viateeyén’'s Journal8

July 1873).
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athletes at leading lIrish hdetic events at this tim&° in contrast to the largely-
amateur population of cricketers.

New and interesting athletic spectacle was provided away from these elite
national athletic championships; the Queddisversity Sports, an athletics meeting
for the athletes of Cork, Galway and Bef Queen’s colleges was inaugurated in
Cork in May 1873, being the first inter-collegiate affair in Irel&%dwhilst in 1874
these races were rotated and hel®@éffast at the North of Ireland C€%® Not to be
disappointed if a southern athlete, tBeuth of Ireland Championship Sports were
inaugurated in Cork in 1876 to bestow ugba winner the title oathletic champion
of southern Ireland by the Cork AmateAthletic Club. A grandstand was erected,
and ‘some thousands’ filled the unreserved or free sections of the ground at the Cork
Park racecours®® Novelty was also found at athiles grounds in other ways, with
over 200 competing in 32 events at thetN®f Ireland CC athletic sports in 1874
whilst at the 1876 competition there wefd advertised categories of spSft
Running handicaps were used fthletics races — for example at the Ulster CC in
September 1875 where one man had a 60 yard head start in a 440 y&¥d race
furthering interest and intrigue in athteevents beyond the athletes involved. Rugby
union, in addition to implementing inteaational matches against England and
Scotland, had now initiated provincial matches, something that is still the bedrock of
the Irish game toda$’® whilst the rugby-playing CorleC and Limerick FC were

playing for an informal ‘champion dhe south’ title in the late 1876%*

1086 The Kanturk athletic sports, held on 1 July 1873, seem to imply the presence of professional
athletes. Two events were open to all, viita rest being confined to amateufseeman’s Journal27

June 1873) whilsa piece in theBelfast News-Letteon 4 September 1876 hints at a significant
presence of professional / non-amatathletes at the Whiteabbey athd sports in late summer 1876,
hoping ‘that in the future contests the amateur element will be more largely represented.’

1987 Freeman’s Journall5 May 1873.

10%8 Belfast News-Letterl5 May 1874. The following year, the QuéeCollege Belfast athletic sports

saw competitors from Dublin taking part; athletics was certainly leading the charge in domestic
sporting rivalry and competition in Ireland at this tirBelfast News-LetteB0 April 1875).

1%89The Irish Times18 May 1876.

1079 Belfast News-Lettedl 7 June 1874,

1971 The NICC athletic sports in 1876 featured 41 eveBesfdst News-Lette8 May 1876), although it
should be noted that on the day itself a few of these ended as walkovers due to withdelfests (
News-Letter10 June 1876).

1072 Be|fast News-Lette8 September 1875.

1073 A Leinster versus Ulster inter-provincial match was played in mid-December of 1876 in Dublin
(The Irish Times12 December 1876).

107 o'callaghanRugby in Munstem.181.
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Champion archery meetings were held at the ICK€a fifty miles road
championship race of Ireland came off in September 1878 under the direction of the
Irish Champion Bicycle Club in Dublin’s Phoenix PafK whilst even in minority
sports like billiards, the ex-champion Bhgland played the champion of Ireland in
Dublin in 1878%"" All around, other sports wereffering exciting, novel and
attractive competitive elements, nonewvdiich cricket was providing. Although an
unalterable problem, these sports too wese ahsily understandable to the untrained
eye; in discussing lacrosse, theeeman’s Journatlescribed it as possessing ‘none of
the endless variety and complication that rerwleket so interesting to the initiated,
and so hopelessly mystets to the general publit?® These sports were also
providing greater outlets feporting nationalism.

Central to the incentive and rewards of these new competitions were monetary
prizes and elaborate cupsiother component of the exatent at a day’s event and
also encouragement for individuals tostrifor excellence and victory in endeavour.
It appears as though there sva belief in the link beteen sporting excellence and
reward, being felt in June 1875 that atetehad been compelled to enter the NICC
athletic sports as ‘the prizes areally valuable and handsome’ on a day of
competition where the attendance was ‘exceedingly 1afgEThe first Grand Lawn
Tennis tournament held on the Co Lme& CC grounds in September 1876, being
deemed an ‘unqualified success,” encouratipedcommittee to increase the value of
the cups for competition for the next yé&F Some of the figures associated with
these events in the 1870s are noteworthynparing so favourably with cricket's only
real accolade being the borderline-tragiward of bats for a notable score. The
Queen’s College Belfast athletic spoits 1877 had nearly £160 in prizes for
distribution°®* within the rowing fraternity, the Dublin Metropolitan Regatta of 1875
saw £550 worth of cups competed 8t the wealth and interest in Irish horse racing
hardly needs emphasising, the exampla sfngle £150 cup being raced for in 1873

by only four horses at the relatively-obseuCharleville races a case in pdifit

075 Freeman’s Journal23 September 1874.
107 Freeman’s Journall7 September 1878.
7" The Irish Times24 May 1878.

1078 Freeman’s Journall6 May 1876.

1079 Belfast News-Letted 2 June 1875.

1980 The Irish Times18 September 1876.
1081 Be|fast News-Lettei7 April 1877.

1982 Freeman’s Journall6 May 1876.

1983 Freeman’s Journall0 May 1873.
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Indeed, such was the discrepancy in fundorgcricket that thenational reporting in
the Freeman’s Journabf a £2 donation to Gort cket club by the Right Honourable
W.H. Gregory, Governor o€eylon, is laughable in comparison to other spSffs,
and there were indeed cases of cricketmtually losing mone from organising
notable event®® It was of course the case thattb&ngland and Wales saw a rise of
other sports at this timed, yet cricket's popularity 8t increased. The difference
between Irish and English cricket walsat the English game had novelty and
competition in distinction to its rivals —dm Australian tours, county matches and the
great professional elevens. Locally, asviea and Light haveshown in England,
league and cup competitions from theiception ‘captured the collective imagination
in local communities°®

Irish cricket had none of id excitement as it remained a localised, informal,
amateur operation whilst its sporting rivalggha to offer more interesting spectacles
to spectators, busieses and indeed players, tatifier devalue cricket by 1878.

3.2: A sense of natioham in other sports

Irish sports were increasingly engagingniational competition, kb within Ireland
and overseas, creating a sense of prit@ @ationalism that cricket was failing to
offer. It should be remembered thiae GAA only formed in 1884, and thus this
nationalism was being charlegl through other sportdbefore this time in
contradiction to some of the historiographyhlstics events in padular were pitting
the best Ireland could offer against oversaasors: the NICC atlgtic sports of 1874
saw the elite athletes of Ireland, England and Scotland coffffetad the Queen’s
College, Belfast Athletic Sports in the Basummer of 1876 saw fevered anticipation
and excitement in the upcoming fixtufihe recognised Irish champions were named
and counterpointed against leading Englistl Soottish athletes, one of whom, G.E.
Warburton of Manchester AC, posted thetést two-mile amateur time recorded. As

a result, an enticing overview of the dudéle would have with leading Irish and

1984 Freeman’s Journall8 June 1874.

1085 Eor example, the members of the Leinster club aedrtg underwrite the cost of bringing over the
United South of England in 1874, yet due to theflicting attraction of a regatta, a loss was made on
hosting the gameHandbook 1874-5.74).

1988 pavies with LightCricket and community in Englang.74.

1987 Ereeman’s Journal19 June 1874.
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Scottish athletes at the event was repoft&drhis competition went beyond Irish and
English athletes and even into that ofpresentative teams, there being an
international athletics meeting betweéreland and England held at the Irish
Champion Athletic Club in June 1878° As already mentioned, rugby had taken this
route, forming and playing international matches against England and Sc6tfand,
and Irish rugby clubs were also now enjoythg visits of mainland teams, the North
of Ireland Football Club @t of the cricket club) bookinfixtures against English,
Scottish and Irish teams in the 1877-78 sed®8rCambridge University also played
Dublin University in December 1878% a visit that was never made by the
Cambridge cricketers. Lacrosse was dehimg the international arena, with games
between Irish and Scottish teams in 1877 whilst soccer was played in exhibition
format by two Scottish teams in Belfast in the autumn of ¥&#&ven the Unionist,
Protestant publication offhe Irish Timeswas indulging inrhetorical jousting,
referring to ‘an English inwder’ defeating the Irish namal champion at one event at
the Dublin University atfgtic sports in June 18%5° and again reinforcing the
acceptability of dual nationalities at thisne for such Unionists, being proud Irish
men in sporting pursuits batill wanting Union.

Competitors from these emerging sports were taking on challenges overseas as
well as receiving opponents withlrish shores. This agatompares so greatly with
the languid indifference andbsence of adventure ofidih cricketers. Challengers
were sent to the mainland to the Henley Royal Red&ftap the National Rifle

Association meets in Wimbledd®’ and to London for international athletic

1088 Be|fast News-Lettes May 1876.

1089 Belfast News-Lette6 June 1876.

109 The first Anglo-Irish rugby international was held in London in February 1&7&efnan’s
Journal 15 February 1875). For the Scotland fixture, pleas&ssman’s Journalé March 1876.

1091 Belfast News-Lette25 September 1877.

1092 The Irish Times16 December 1878.

1093 Belfast and District played Caledonian Lacrosse club at NICC in mid-July Badfast News-
Letter, 11 July 1877), whilst there was a purported Ireland and Scotland Lacrosse match at Lansdowne
Road on 14 July 1877#(eeman’s Journall4 July 1877), although the attendance was very small
(Belfast News-Letterl6 July 1877). The match was reallygame between Dublin and Glasgow club
sides Freeman’s Journall6 July 1877).

109 Freeman’s Journal25 October 1878.

199%The Irish Times9 June 1875.

109% By 1875, Dublin University Boat Cluvere sending crews to race at Henl&d Irish Times14
May 1875).

1097 A team to represent Ireland was saddcand also published in July 18&deman’s Journal6

July 1876).
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event$®® and international rugby match¥s? Representative teams were even being
sent to America, such as the Dublin irsity Boat Club’s participation in an
international colleges meeting in the USA in 18%%and the selection and venture of
an lIrish rifle team to Amrica in the autumn of 1878 showing other sports
breaking national boundaries @ way cricket never rég did to any great or
noteworthy extent.

These club and international matchesl @ompetitions aroused and became a
vehicle for sporting nationalism and filleade breaches to which cricket never rose.
One particular example of this emergent fiery nationalism can be seen within the
rugby internationals, when Ireland lost bathe February inteationals of 1877
against England and Scotland, leadingtlie weaknesses of the Irish team being
sneered at by an Englishman in a letter toBeffast News-Letteon 21 February
1877. This provided a deluge of ripostes thllowing week, in a spirit of national
fervour that had not been seen in susistained form anywhere else in the
investigation to date. Not only was a deaferof the game in Ireland offered, but also
solutions to the problem of the quality géyat had been highlightl between the Irish
and mainland international teams, inchglithe playing for challenge cups, inter-
provincial games between, for example, atathiBelfast team and other provincial
towns and the liké'%? A sense of indignation, proviiat and national pride rang
through theBelfast News-Letter'detters pages for the days following this initial
report, showing the passionate and emotioesponse and affection certain Irish men
felt for rugby, a sustained defencatvas not seen for cricket.

Momentum in ascendant popularity and a sense of originality saw many of

these sports enjoying the sort of write-&l editorial endorsesnt that cricket had

109 A second international athletics meeting betwEagland and Ireland was held in 1877 in London

— Ireland did poorly, winning only two of thirteen everfisgeman’s Journal28 May 1877).

109 The first Anglo-Irish rugby international was played in London in February 1B#eran’s
Journal 15 February 1875).

H100The Irish Times22 May 1876.

1101 Belfast News-Letterl7 April 1876. This Irish rifle tearwere undertaking team practice ahead of
their trip to America in 1876 showing a professionalism that Irish cricket did not match, no Irish cricket
teams being noted as playing together before major games in this fgéreottiéh Times12 August

1876).

1102 response to the letter on 21 February 1877 iBeitast News-Lettesn 22 February 1877 in the

same paper, it was said: ‘it is practised by very few, and cannot as yet be called popular.” To further
improve the standing of the game, challenge cups preq@osed to elicit interest in Dublin and Belfast

for teams affiliated to the Irish Football Union. As well as this, a suggestion of a Belfast versus
provincial towns match was made to further the game in another letter. Some of the replies to this
English letter contained venomous denunciations of the Englishman, including attacks on his grasp of
grammar and written style. Four letters were pubtishetotal in response to this Englishman’s initial
offering on 22 February 1877, with a further full week of replies on this subject.
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enjoyed in the early-to-mid 1860s but that had now recedettighnTimeseulogy on
rowing in 1873 was like the good-old ones cricket, extading to hundreds of
words. The rhetoric, including lines lika race is the reflection of our lif&*% was
similar to that of crickein the 1860s, a defence thats now all but gone. Other
observations included those thettasted of a new and emergent focus on bravery and
manliness in athletic sports and rugby, with a particular favour amongst the young of
Ireland!*®* Some isolated attacks even pointed to the futility in playing cricket, one
report in theFreeman’s Journahoting that ‘Boating and cricket are, we admit very
well in their way, but proficiency in thosamusements will never enable us to save
our fellow-creature from the grave. Thaye amusing and healfjiving exercises,

and nothing more, and even on these grounddaveot believe that they are entitled

to any superiority over swimming’ regardithe Blackrock Swimming Matches at the
Blackrock swimming baths in September 18%3.That such an important ally of
cricket in former years was continuing its blunted attacks against the sport was

symbolic of the game’s fall from favour.

3.3: Superior spectatorship numbers ayeheral interest in other sports

This sense of competition, of novelty andcisament about these new and emerging
sports is best exemplified in the spectatorship numbers that attended events in the
mid-1870s. Stands were increasingeing built either as phof clubs or temporarily

for significant functions, increasing the eynent that such days afforded. Leading

the improvements to grounds in Ireland as time was the Irish Champion Athletic
Club, feeling so certain of their futureattithey proposed ramgy £1,000 by debentures

for the purpose of grounds development éoicket, football and athletics in the
autumn of 1873!°°By 1874 this association had purchased Lansdowne Road, a name
that was later to becomsynonymous with Irish rugby, and opened a spacious
pavilion that could hold around 450 in May that year, with2,000 people in total

attending the opening, the club also havirid Bown a running path, the first of its

193The Irish Times3 March 1873.

1104 The 1875 Ulster CC athletic sports saw a ‘large concourse’ of visitors attend, ‘principally of the
younger members of the community, for whom feats of physical prowess and endurance possess a
strong fascination’Belfast News-LetteB0 March 1875).

10Ereeman’s Journall3 September 1873.

108 Ereeman’s Journal24 October 1873.
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kind in Ireland*®” The importance of this ‘spielid ground’ and their champion
athletic sports was that ‘they have givanstatus to athletics in this country by
stimulating their practice in every proe® and offering substantial prizes which
must be regarded as enviable trophies of skill, swiftness, strength and &Qflity.’
Informal stands were being used too atedtblevents in Belfast, Lurgan, Dublin and
Nenagh for various sports at this timepsthing that was not repeated at cricket
matches due to a defused sense of excitem®und leading matches. Indeed, as a
point of comparison, by 1875 the leading Cork CC still had not enclosed their
Mardyke ground, and the club accrued a a@gl91, 16s, 1d in building a pavilion in
this 1875 season. This meant there wagprofessional for the 1876 season. By 1877
the club was still in debt, and the only wiayclear this debt was from subscriptions
from members, showing an inability to profit from cricket commerciafly.

Irrespective of seating provision, theresasustained and notable interest in
other sports in comparison to crické&bout 2,000 attended the small and localised
athletic events in Nenagh and Sion Mills by the late 1878¥et it was in Dublin at
the Trinity College races #t still led the field, an estimated 20,000 attending the
1875 instalment, and whatever the difficudti@ith estimates, what was certain was
that 5,000 more tickets were sabddmpared to the previous yeatt The premier
sporting day of the 1870s in Ireland camiethis very event in 1877, when the
spectators were said to numbsstween 37,000 — 40,000 on the first 45y, the
largest ever event in College Park histdtywas said to have become a magnet not
just for Dublin and female society, who werew also taking a far greater interest in
athletics*'*® but nationally, with people returnirtg Dublin to attend these races, the

107 The Irish Times25 May 1874.

1% The Irish Times24 May 1875.

1199 O’Sullivan,Sport in Cork: a historyThe History Press Ireland, Dublin, 2010), pp.135-136.

H119The Nenagh CC athletic sports exceeded 2,000 in July Nefagh Guardian1l July 1877) and
between 2,000 — 3,000 spectators attended the Sion Mills athletic sports in MayB&Bast (News-

Letter, 26 May 1876).

111 Belfast News-Lette!9 June 1875The Irish Timesactually placed their estimate at 24,000 for the
day’s attendance on 8 June 1875, saying that crowds entered the College Park for three hours from
various entrances, and that at the day’s conclusion, it was impossible to make a passage through to an
exit for one hourThe Irish Times9 June 1875).

1M2The Irish Times16 June 1877.

113 The Freeman’s Journateported of the Dublin University Races1874 that ‘Latks, having got to

make knowing books at races, and to discuss learnedly points of cricket, are now fast acquiring a
technical insight into the conditions and contentions of the gymnaskmeéifan’s Journalll June

1874).
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second day seeing a reduced 25,000 aftéfidhere were significant athletic events
also taking place in Cork too in this peridd®

Whilst athletics was leading the field in terms of spectatorship numbers,
rowing, yachting and rugby were in close pursuit. Rowing and yachting were
spreading nationally, with teams and events in rural as well as urban areas and in all
four provinces of Ireland, bygarticularly in the southsouth west, eastern seaboard,
Dublin and north of Ireland'® the Tramore regatta in August 1876 saw over 3,000
travel from Waterford by train alorté!” Rugby was gaining mom@porting inches in
newspaperst® with the game spreading into itsturical heartlandsf Limerick and
Cork by 1878'°as well as infiltratinghe Dublin schools circuit:® which were both
to be bedrocks of the game and still avethis day. The superb administration and
leadership of the Irish Football Union walseady beginning to bear fruit within only
a few years of its inception, with Leinstand Munster playin@n inter-provincial
match on the Mardyke cricket ground in December 1878 in a match witnessed by over
5,000 people. 3,000 attended the Dublin Univengisgsus Cork match in Cork in this
month too**?* Horse racing’s attractions cannot be forgotten Bllast News-Letter
noting that ‘Popular though a#tlc displays have now beme with all chsses, there
is yet a large proportion to whom equine competitions are more attractieergus
D’Arcy’s research on horse racing in Irelasicdows how this sport was to accelerate

away from cricket in the 18703 terms of financial value:

1114 Belfast News-Letted 8 June 1877.

H115g5eeThe Irish Times8 September 1877.

HeFreeman’s Journal26 July 1876 anBreeman’s Journall2 August 1876.

17 Ereeman’s Journal24 August 1876.

1118 The growth of rugby can be seen in reporting in Blefast News-Letteof 8 December 1874,
where it is extensive and detailed — gone are the days of the odd article. 18 fixtures were noted for the
mid-December to end of Januagriod for Belfast area teams.

119 A Co Limerick football club was existent by 187réeman’s Journalé March 1876) and a Co
Cork club by 1876 too, playing each other in a game at the Co Limerick CC ground in March 1876
(Freeman’s Journal31 March 1876).

1120 pugby was creeping into leading cricket schools in Dublin like Kingstown and Rathmines by 1877
(The Irish Times30 January 1877).

121 Freeman’s Journal4 December 1878. The enthusiasmrfayby and its growing popularity with

its play in Dublin and northern Ireland is well shown by looking at the extensive reporting in this
newspaper entry.

122 pelfast News-LetteB May 1875.
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Table five: details of Irish horse racing data between 1850 - 188>

Year Meetings Races Horses Winnings
1850 57 273 521 £15,537
1855 58 319 528 £19,600
1860 58 337 556 £20,654
1865 63 346 717 £19,321
1870 62 397 845 £27,041
1875 60 381 772 £29,973
1880 78 435 902 £26,488

By 1878, no real threat had been posed tdketierom consistentijostile reports of
the newspapers under investigat and in particular ther was surprisingly little
written on traditional national pastimesdikurling. To emphasise the point, one
article in theNenagh Guardiann 1877 referred to hurling aa sort of cricket’ with
no sense of irony as the piece talked alliéeiin Ireland 100 years previously where
hurling matches were often usedwin the hand of a lady in marriag€” Yet the
attractions of these to-be-revived Gaelienga was indirectly highlighted in a piece
in the minority sport of lacrosse, whetewas celebrated ‘Ast game involving no
heavy outlay for outfit, no expensive prepamator rolling of tre ground; as a game
which can be played in winter as well as summét?> That another two powerful,
attractive and nationalistic pames in hurling and footllavould soon be reinstated
only helped to undermine cket further. Cricket’s retrding state even before the
emergence of these games should be unéerland reiterated: at worst, these new
Irish sports hammered the final nail time coffin of cricket's mass popularity, but
their more likely impact was negligible due cricket's strangled and increasingly
marginalised nature by 1878 in the shadoivnewer, better organised and more
interesting sports. The problem wasatthcricket was popular but rootless and

rudderless.

H123p'Arcy, Horses, Lords and Racing Mem.344.
H24Nenagh Guardian31 October 1877.
12>Belfast News-Lettel 1 May 1876.
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3.4: A divergence of patronage and intgréom cricket to newer sports

Underpinning these emergent sports waes patronage of leading men, who were
seemingly now diverting thefunds and enthusiasm awfpm cricket and to these
new forms of recreation, particularly hiye late 1870s. This increasing support for
other sports was a mix of intrigue, greag@citement offered by these new sports as
well as personal preference in a decadénofeasing choice. For athletics to have
become ‘all the rage’ by 1877%° the overwhelming endorsement would have come
from those middling sort of Ireland who hbden such fervent leaders of cricket in
earlier years. Athletics and other sugloids were receiving p@nage from the elite
of society too: Lord Waveney and the Mayafr Belfast, T.G. Lindsay, took a real
interest in the 1875 Ulst CC athletic sportS?’ Waveney having donated a
‘magnificent oxydized silver gilt cup’ tthe value of £15 for competition in a one
mile race open to amateur gentlemen, the implication being the attendance of
professionals at these rac¢é®. Similarly, the Borris cricketlub’s athletic sports in
1875 had already achieved notedass, ‘managed as thegday an influential local
committee composed of the gentry of therdistleading to a ‘large, respectable and
orderly’ attendance in the thousands a #vent held at a club whose president,
Arthur Kavanagh, was an MP*° Businesses were also funding the uptake of other
sports, such as the directors of tBelfast and County Down Railway Company
providing the largest donatiasf the £300 contributed to the building of the Belmont
Bowling and Lawn Tennis greens in east&wlfast in 1877. Mr James Alexander
Henderson, JP, in opening the greens, cemdad bowling as the highest sport,
providing exercise without &h'violent exertion or straing which characterizes other
games, such as crickét°

The patronage and uptake of the cetmpg sports to cricket did not
necessarily enjoy a linearqgression, much in the samay that cricket’s decline

was not vertical. Athletics was affted by poor weather much like crickét! and its

126 Freeman’s Journal2l May 1877.

1127 Belfast News-Lettel3 April 1876.

1128 This cup was also to be displayed at Mbsin's in Donegall Place in Belfast ahead of the
competition, which had attracted 130 competit@alfast News-Lette24 March 1875).

129 Freeman’s Journal9 July 1875.

1130Be|fast News-Lette20 June 1877.

1131 Rain played havoc ith the 1875 ICAC champion races, for exampleg Irish Times24 May
1875).
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supporters were questioned in terms of nuffewith attendance at some athletic
events being pod*® Disappointing attendance at otheotable and leading sports
events were also recorded: tBelfast News-Letteclaimed that the inaugural rugby
international in Dublin generated hardiyy interest outsidef the metropolis, and
even within the citythe game only saw ‘several hundred’ att&fdlt would clearly

to be wrong to assume that just because s@orts were emerging that cricket would
inevitably wither. However, the cumulative effect of the general rise of a whole host
of new sporting chance and opportunity wasrtabto have an impact on any sport, let

alone a sport with such weak rootoag like cricket in Ireland by the mid-1870s.

4. The decline of cricket due to a fall popularity due toweak administrative

structures, a failure to achieve nationalistic victories, declining business and military

interest and bad fortune

4.1: Cricket’s declimg popularity by 1878

By the mid-to-late 1870s cricket was exp@aging a decline in popularity in numbers

of teams playing and interest in terroé the number and tone of reporting in
newspapers. The major advertising ohgas in the early and mid-1860s had gone,
and the adverts that do feagucricket generally are thosd athletics events taking

place on cricket grounds. In the few examplé®re stands weilgeing built on club
grounds, the main incentive waspmvide for athletics event$® Although roughly

2,000 attended the first day of the All Eagdl Eleven versus Dublin University
eighteen (past and present) match in May 18%7The Irish Timesdeclared ‘the
attendance was but smdit®” a condemnatory figure for the largest-attended cricket
match in this period and one that pales when compared to the emergence of athletics

1132 Belfast News-Lette6 September 1875.

1133 The rise of athletics was not an inevitable march. The Co Limerick CC athletic sports saw an
unusually small attendance in 187&hé Irish Times15 September 1876) and the Ulster CC athletic
sports’ first day in 1877 was described as ‘disappajntivith a lack of real competition in any of the
races Belfast News-LetteR April 1877).

1134 Belfast News-Lettel4 December 1875.

135 The Ulster CC built a grandstand over the winter of 1875-6, capable of seating over 700, in part
built for the Easter athletic sports which also saw a new quarter mile running path buel@st(
News-Letter18 March 1876).

1138 Freeman’s Journal25 May 1877. Around 3,000 attended on the secondFRtagrfian’s Journal

26 May 1877).

137 The Irish Times25 May 1877.
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and rugby attendances. Whilst some of theenllbgies about cricket appeared in the
early 18703;*® even by these years there seemeble@ dawning realisation of the
coming peril for Irish cricket**® a decline that was to be seen across the 1870s in
terms of teams playing. In Dublin it was notibét there was a ‘languid, lazy sort of
interest’ in the affairs of a leading club like Phoenix in the suriffexhilst in the
west of Ireland there was sadness tbatket was not more popular in Tuam’s
vicinity, being stated thahe national pastime of fdedll was now eclipsing cricket,
with an optimistic 13,000 supposed to haattended an Irishinternational rugby
match in April 1877 with £364 taken on the gateicket ‘never created such a furore’
even at its peak, bemoaned the editor, clomg himself in the fact that he had no
doubt cricket was the ‘grander and more scientific gdité.’

The number of cricket clubs in Irelanégked in this period of investigation
from 1848 — 1878 in 1874, from where the nemsbof teams playing in any given
year began to decline, and by 1878 the nunabg¢eams playindhad receded to the
same number as in 1867. This correlates closely with Pat Bracken’s work on cricket
in Tipperary, where 1876 saw the highastount of team activity and with 1877
seeing the beginning of a downward trétfd.The local nature of cricket meant that
in County Kilkenny the peak of crickéeams actually eae with 50 in 18963 In
Westmeath this was 1899 with a peak38fteams playing, and matches being highest
in 19004 Likewise, Pat Bell has t#ad the 1890s the goldesge of cricket in Co
Kildare** Thus there is regional variation reaks and declines of the game which
would be fruitful areas of reaech for future investigation.

What is strange is that newspapeparing on the game continued to rise
throughout the 1870s to a peak in 1877, shgwhat reporting had not suffered in
this period. Yet a gap had emerged kesw the number of wbs playing and the
continuing rise of reporting, and by 1878 aeutise in reporting bgan to reflect the
decline in teams playin(see diagram thirteen).

138 Eor example, see thigeeman’s Journabf 18 August 1874.

1139 For example, it was said about the Civil Service cricket club in 1873 that: ‘Other institutions
launched under the auspices of the Civil Service have been successful, and prospered to the full. On the
contrary, the Civil Service Cricket Club, after thesffiyear of its existence, commenced to languish,
and year after year since then its downwaeodirse has continued, until now it is in extremis’
(Freeman’s Journall2 April 1873).

149The Irish Times19 April 1876.

141 Tyam Heralg 30 April 1877.

1142 Bracken Foreign and Fantastic Field Sportg.68 and p.74.

1143 0'Dwyer, The History of Cricket in County Kilkenny.13.

144 Hunt, Sport and Society in Victoridneland: the case of Westmeath119.

1145 Bell, Long shies and slow twisters: 150 years of cricket in Kildare.
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Number of teams

Diagram thirteen: the number of cricket teams between 1848 - 1878

600

500 -

400 -

300 A

200 -

100 A

Although the emergent sports were sevenmahglermining cricket, there were still
elements that were completely within trentrol of Irish cricketers that had not been
addressed. It seems dwuigh players themselves wesignply losing energy and
interest for the game, witthe associated knock-on thsuld obviously have on the
whole buzz around crickefAs early as 1873The Irish Timesfelt compelled to
castigate the increasing habit of playera@y not turning up for games, something
they felt that they were having to write increasingly moré'&tand in another article
that on the one hand had claimed thatkaicwas ‘one of our best games’ had
simultaneously pointed to the lurkipgoblem of too much ‘mere lounging“*’

Yet more serious concerns weie be raised. By the mid-18708he Irish
Timesnoted that some had suggested thaketicn Dublin did not maintain its past
popularity, an assertion that it rejecté® But anecdotal evidence for this can be seen
in the limited advertising placed in the lead-up to the United South of England versus
twenty-two of Leinster game in Jul¥874 about which this point was made. A
singular row of seats surrounded the ground for this game as well as a marquee — but

this was hardly the stuff of years gonednd is embarrassing provision for spectators

1146 This tirade was sparked by news from the Leinster versus Civil Service game in autumn 1873 that
saw a number of people withdraw, angerifiie Irish TimesThey stressed the increasing habit of
people not fulfilling their obligations and the impact this had on both one’s word and the team. Four
out of twelve Civil Service players did not turn up for this mafidie(Irish Times7 October 1873). A
similar scenario was reported in the Phoenix versus Curragh Camp match in JulyTA&874ish

Times 27 July 1874), as well as in 1873 itself too with only six Civil Service players turning up to play
Ballyna Amateur in autumn 1873H{e Irish Times2 September 1873).

147 The Irish Times3 March 1873.

148 The Irish Times17 July 1874.
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at such a high-profile match, being nothingnpared to the leading events at other
sports at this timé&“® Other leading matches ineh1870s in Irelad show the
increasing disinterest or ggmaémalaise in the game.

Clubs like the North of Ireland took theckward step gblaying against-odds
matches against a visiting team like'fZ® a retrospective step that no doubt angered
the papers that had argued so forcefully against such practice at a time of rising
nationalism in sport. Even when quasi-nationalistic victories were achieved, like in
the Gentlemen of Ireland’s victory avéZ in August 1877, there was no real
excitement or sense of triumph for thectery; a whimper, opposed to nationalist
rejoicing, was the muted resport$®. That such matches, even in their limited state,
were only really now taking place inublin and Belfast shows an increasing
urbanisation of the game; Cork and Galwagre now largely forgotten for large
spectacle matches, never mind the smaller localittéaVhilst in England, a North
and South match in Septemberl®78 raised £256 at the OVAl> an Irish attempt to
enliven what had become a dreary and uninspiring scene saw a United South of
Ireland team formed comprising players fr@mpperary, Limerick and Cork, playing
in Dublin against Dublin University>* and Phoenix*® Various attempts were made
in the late 1870s for Gentteen of the South and Northrgas too. But Irish cricketers
were taking the initiative ten years too late.

4.2: A failure of administration

The structural problems within the game wenther and deeper than simply interest
fatigue. Without a national representatlwedy, a leading ground, victorious sporting
nationalism in duel with the mainland or other leading foreign teams or an inspiring
hero around whom to build idolisation andtional following, the game was lingering

in the late 1870s. Denuded of national, pmoial or county competition in any form,

cricket was retracting in the countryside,esh it had made promising inroads in the

1149 pid.

150Freeman’s Journall8 August 1877.

151 Freeman’s Journal23 August 1877.

1152 By 1877, the only real movement for major matches was between Belfast and Dublin. This can be
seen in the 1Z tour of 187&hich took in four games — tweach in Dublin and BelfasFeeman’s
Journal 28 July 1877).

153 The Irish Times26 September 1878.

154 The Irish Times18 June 1878.

153 The Irish Times20 June 1878.
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1860s and early 1870s. An 1875 letter to Eneeman’s Journafrom ‘a lover of
cricket’ stated that although a lot had beleme to advance cket in Ireland, ‘much
still remains to be done.” He bemoaned the flaat most of the t&t players in Ireland

were from urban areas:

Now this is not as it should be. Copntricket is not fostered enough in
Ireland. There are but three or four praial clubs of any note, and even the
best of them would, | think, be eastliefeated by a second-rate metropolitan
C.C., such as the Pembroke or thelaiale. Country gentlemen should unite
and form clubs in their county. €ee clubs should not be exclusively
composed of gentlemen. The bestnmehether gentlemen or otherwise,
should be found and got to play in the matches, and also to attend at the
practice ground. | would also wish tollcattention to tle fact that school
cricket is not attended to sufficientl{/:>°

The day after this letter in tHereeman’s Journabn 1 April 1875, these ideas were
seconded by another ‘Old Cricketer’'sal supporting the idea of great matches
between the two leading Jesuit schoats Ireland of Blackrock College and
Clongowes Wood™’ another writer suggesting théttese matches could be hosted
annually as major matches at Phoenix ‘€€ That Irish schools neither had a cup
competition like the Irish Football Union wasitotiate nor the highlight match of an
Eton — Harrow type event as in Englamds to be the game’s undoing in schools.
Within the clubs and local communities were chronic difficulties. In its
opening comment to the 1875 season,Rreeman’s Journalafter noting cricket’s
place as originally a Britishecreation, talked of how tlgame soon shed its image as

an aristocratic game and overtook ethames of a more violent nature:

We think, however, that very little kdbeen done which might have been done

to introduce cricket into Ireland. Inngland local clubs are not mere chance
associations, held together by the uzdsties of an occasional afternoon’s
amusement, with a set match or two in prospect. Across the Channel the lord
of the manor, the squire, the rector some “gentleman farmer,” acts as
nucleus, patron, and captain of the cliibs tenants, higarishioners, his
workmen form its corps, and his neighb®on every side of him, like himself,
encouragers and enthusiasts of the gamfier foemen wofty of his steel.
There is very little of this among us, mdvertheless cricket, as we have said,

is making its way swiftly and surely in this country. Indeed, there are several

158 Ereeman’s Journall April 1875.
157 Ereeman’s Journal2 April 1875.
158 Ereeman’s Journal5 April 1875.
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districts in which it has wholly takethe place once held by the manly but

perilous sport of hurling.***°

This would suggest that although leadefssociety had funded clubs with money,
grounds and rhetorical support, that (beyorievanotable cases) there had been little
day-to-day management and leadershifooél teams — the affairs had indeed been
‘casual ties.” This would explain how and yvbricket was to plummet during the land
wars, when this informal offer of groundsam interested gazaever a local team was
withdrawn.

The calls were made to rectify Irigiiicket’'s weakenedituation, yet again
impotency and a stand-by attitude by playmesant that the calls fell on deaf ears.
The situation was not irrevodab and that an Irish cricket union was not formed was
fundamentally and categorically the moshportant reason as to why cricket
eventually was to retract. A cricketer ldn$ opinions for furtheng cricket in a letter
to theBelfast News-Letten February 1877 to this effediy saying that clubs needed
to take on their own grounds and appasato professionales the game like in
England with professional aching if Ireland was ever tmatch England on the field.
He wanted more cricket clupgnd annual fixtures like Belfast versus Dublin to
encourage competition. He felt the game in Belfast, nay even Ireland, needed to be
‘fed with the enthusiasm which we ever discover in strong cricketing localfitf8s.’
Similarly, in another letter in this mdnta writer commented that club games in
Ireland excited no interest beyond the clubmbers themselves, and that, in imitation
of the IFU, inter-provinciacricket matches and games against Scotland should be
initiated to further interest®* That it was the newspapesio were leading this role
of administrators of the garft&? depicts a situation thatould not and would not
endure.

Influenced by this general malaisadalanguid approach to the sport from
players, the leading matches of thisdimm Ireland featuring overseas teams overall
no longer recorded the excited feel of thading games of earlier years; there is a

growing tone to the newspaper reports ttratket was an established game, but was

159 Freeman’s Journal26 April 1875.

1160Be|fast News-Lette@2 February 1877.

1161 Be|fast News-Lette4 February 1877.

118210 another effort to further the game, fheeman’s Journaln 1876 had published a list of club
secretaries’ details to allow greater interaction between ckieerfan’s Journal20 and 21 April
1876).
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beginning to run its courséainland club sides continuei visit, but with less
regularity by the mid-to-late 1870s, and pfaces these teamgere of a comedic
nature. A group of London clown cricketers @to Dublin to playthe Gentlemen of
Ireland in August 187#:%3playing cricket by day anperforming shows by night®*
Such a venture offered novelty, but was degrg to the game, especially seeing as
the match was against the Gentlemen ofai@. The first day’s attendance of this
game was low, as many cricketers olgectto their game being ‘burlesqued’,
expecting nothing more than ‘buffoonegnd on the second day play, two of the
clowns appeared at the wickeith what seemed to be extra large bats, something that
the children particularly appreciat&d® This match was arranged by John Lawrence,
and the fact that he lost £100 on it was dhier indication thathe profit in cricket
was decreasintf®®

The Freeman’s Journabelieved that this 1874 mé&tshould not be regarded
from a cricketers point of view:'®’ Yet again in 1877 a similar team of visiting
clowns came to Ireland to play one thie North of Ireland’s leading games this
seasort*®® Although clown teams such as these were active in England at the time
and as such were not a condemnatory oppasih their own right, the centrality and
highlight this game brought to these swes shows the desperate nature that was
befalling not just these teams but the game in Ireland more widely.

There were of course other leadingtames of note, but the pizzazz and verve
had dissipated; the great games in théle§e Park were now a memory, leading
matches mainly taking place on club groundth the most basic of spectatorship
provisions. These teams, like the leadmlyy England Eleven and United South of
England, were still brought oweither through club or bugssmen’s expense such as
John Lawrence, but it was im@singly clear that such venes were not profitable.

Elsewhere, there was some form aflministrative coordiation through team

183 Ereeman’s Journall3 August 1874.

1164 Freeman’s Journall7 August 1874.

185 The Irish Times19 August 1874.

1186 G, siggins and M. Clerkin,ansdowne Road: the stadium, the matches, the greatest(Hags
O’Brien Press, Dublin, 2010), p.47.

1187 Freeman’s Journall9 August 1874.

1188 The Belfast News-Letteried to put a positive spin on this event — clown matches were also played
in England at this time. But one can'’t help but feel that in England they were a supplement to the main
event, whereas in dtand they almostvere the main event by 1877. €hclowns performed in the
evening in BelfastBelfast News-Lettei7 July 1877). This was probably the most notable game in the
north this season yet even for this tBelfast News-Lettewas disappointed with the attendance
(Belfast News-Letted O July 1877).
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selectiont'®® but there was no officialnal recognised selection procE€$to put the
leading Irish players on the field under the title'lreland’ as there were in team in
events like rugby and shooting or in imdiual events like athletics where the
recognised national champion was accreditetheyl CAC. Indeed, such a status was
lampooned by a writer to tifereeman’s Journain August 1876, when he noted that
all but one of those selectéar the Gentlemen of Irelandam to play 1Z came from
just two Dublin clubs!™ Even when leading matchegere arranged, such as the
1873 match between the All England Elevaand twenty-two of Dublin University
where ‘thousands’ attendét? interest in the games was weakening. Even though
Dublin University won this match againsitelBritish talent, the rhetoric was hardly
celebratory; indeed, the attendance on tire thay (when victory was in sight for the
Irish) was significantly diminished by theagening of the Dublin Exhibition Palace
and Loan Museurit”® There was a general drift away from cricket from spectators
and players, a common complaint being thatplayers of the 1870s were the same as
the 1860s, with young Irish men seemindgyouring and finding reward in other

sporting or cultural pursuits.

4 .3: A failure as a torch of nationalism

The continued playing of against-odds nha&te did much to divert interest from
cricket: why, or indeed how, could one Ipeoud of Irish cricketers when they
continued to play with numerical supmity against any visors of note? The
Freeman’s Journabtated that it had no grumblgth losses against more seasoned
English teams?!’* against-odds matches were acceptable as long as there was a sense
of progression over time leading to full etitya an idea that di not evolve over the
1870s, and if anything regressed. This issas increasingly probmatic in a time of

rising national consciousness and the calforgHome Rule from the 1870s onwards,

1189 For the game against eighteenAuherica, the Hon. Secs. of &mix, University and Leinster
formed a committee to select the Irish teding Irish Times15 August 1874).

1170 reland lost the eighteen of America match in August 1874, leaktieglrish Timego complain
that this was not a genuine Irish team as only five or six would merit selection for an All Ireland team
(The Irish Times26 August 1874).

17 Ereeman’s Journal26 August 1876.

172 Freeman’s Journall3 May 1873.

173 The Irish Timesl5 May 1873.

17%1n a piece on the opening of tBeiblin University eighteen verstke United South of England in
May 1876, thecreeman’s Journahccepted defeats would be inevigglbut part of a learning curve —
‘...that lessons will be learned, experience gdinand improvement in the science of the game
generally attainedFreeman’s Journall6 May 1876.
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a wave that would only swell furthen the 1880s. The 1873 victory of Dublin
University against the All Bgland Eleven was described Bye Irish Timesas a
‘hollow victory,” calling on the Dublin students to match Cambridge’s habit of
playing eighteen men at most as aitpt of honour’ against such opposititi> The

Freeman’s Journalvas even more stridenb@ut this game, stating:

...Irish Cricketers should not rest satisfied until they have met English
Cricketers on perfectly equal termand doggedly persevere in this resolve
until they are able to wrest victory after victory from them. They must learn to
rely upon their own exertions. No auaily, such as English bowlers, should
be allowed''"®

The national characteristics and differences of each team were noted by this
newspaper, citing the Irish players for their ‘buoyancy and dash... quite Celtic in its
exuberance; and on the other hand a aiehdy, stubborn, businesslike air about the
Eleven, entirely characteristic of th@untrymen of the stormers of the Redan.’
Resentment was then expressed thatatewer the odds, the All England Eleven

match would not be properly credited in England:

The All England Eleven beaten by Tainity College Twenty-Two in one
innings, and one hundred and seven tonspare! Such an announcement will
hardly be credited in England, wkeegotism reigns supreme, and where
contempt for every Irish perforance is the order of the d4y’

This embarrassment about against-odds Inestevas an open sore for Irish cricketing
pride throughout the decade and helps @rpivhy spectators began to desert the

gamé*’® when manliness and nationalism weneilable in other new sports. In a

173 The Irish Timesl5 May 1873.

178 Freeman’s Journall5 May 1873.

177 1bid.

1178 |n 1874,the Freeman’s Journadecried the against-odds matcheighteen of Dulin University

versus the All England Eleven: ‘We should like gee the day when the odds in numbers can be
surrendered, and the two countrigsnd equally faced in amicablentest. It is a pity that such
international matches cannot be popularised, for beyond question the friendly meeting and emulation of
games like cricket would do more to bring about a desimfiente cordialéghan heaven knows how

much high-political tinkering’ Freeman’s Journal 30 May 1874). Calls were again made in the
Freeman’s Journain 1875 for equality in international matches, wanting the matches against leading
English teams ‘fought out upon terms more honourable tdus&fhan’s Journal26 April 1875), but
despite this, the United South of England match versus Dublin University game in 1875 was eighteen
of Dublin University past and presefiihe Irish Times5 May 1875). The North of Ireland club played
twenty-two versus the United South of EnglaBélfast News-Letterll May 1875). It is notable that

the Freeman’s Journalvas certainly the most interested paper under investigation in sporting equality
and also stoking nationalistic rhetoric regarding cricket, beginning its report on the 1874 All England
Eleven’s match with Dublin University’s eighteen first day of play in 1874 with ‘The sportive and
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particularly pointed attack mid-decade, fheeeman’s Journalfollowing the losing
draw for the twenty-two of Leinsteclub against the United South of England,

decried:

It is not pleasantio our national self-respect thateven Englishmen should be
more than a match for twenty-two Irish in a game for which skill, strength, and
agility are so eminently requisite, andgeed, this superiority is somewhat
difficult to account for. It may in somee@asure be attributed to the fact that
cricket has not got the same hold ontlagion in Ireland as in England. There
are not here such crowded attendancetherfield, nor is there such an eager
interest displayed in the result of the matth.

This exasperation continued throughout deeade, culminating in stinging criticism

in 1877 from a former key and supportive newspapée Irish Timesegan in a
restrained manner in a piece on 29 ME§77, citing a ‘gratifying’ win for the
eighteen of Dublin University (past amqtesent) against the All England Eleven,
whilst still calling for play on more equé¢rms. Yet the language and tone of the
piece soon turned to violent and angry rejection of cricket in Ireland, a cataclysmic
turn of phrase consideringdtsupport that a newspapéeelithis had given the game
both in terms of theoretical and administrative suppine Irish Timesdenounced
Dublin University for playing the match gmst and present, being almost as angry

about this as against-odds matcheginganobody cared about former players:

Cricket has made large progress in this country during the past decade, yet
Irish cricketers are as much in wantself-reliance as theyere a quarter of a
century since, when the game was in its infancy at this side of the Channel,
compared with what it now is... No intetes taken in a “Past” member — no
matter how eminent he may be — whoseegal style, whether at the wickets,

in the field, or handling the leather, has been witnesskdauseantor
perhaps more than a quarter of a agntPeople will not pay their half-crowns

to look at stale cricket... There is no reason whatever why the cricketers of
Ireland should not meet their English bwmetn on more level terms than they
have hitherto. Irishmen never funk anywhdut before a wicket or English
bowling. We trust the University cluill inaugurate a match between Irish
gentlemen and English professionals, on a perfectly level basis. If the U.C.C.
accomplish this, the College Park will béed with a larger, more interested,
and much more enthusiastic audienthan any cricket match has drawn
together in Ireland for very many years.

spirited Saxon was to have proceeded with the bssiokhis latest invasioyesterday...’ before rain
curtailed any playRreeman’s Journal29 May 1874).
17 Ereeman’s Journal20 July 1874.
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Even in club games by 1878, Irish teamsre now playing against-odds matches
against English teams, when twelve ofglayed seventeen of the Vice Regal team.
Even though the ground was thrown open, ‘There was a very scanty attendance of
spectators on the grountt®® And in another reference to odds, cricket had never
really ever been associated with gamblingorés to this effect being no more than a
handful of examples somewhat supporting ghorious boast 1873 that there was
‘no public betting in connexion with it*®

That the association between cricket anationalism could not be established
and entrenched was to be a major undointist cricket, as witnessed in Nenagh in
the winter of 1878 when Mr J.P. O’'Brienye@leased military Fenian, was received in
the town by a torchlight processioithe Nenagh CC brass band played some
appropriate airs before MD’'Brien was entertained tdinner by sympathisers at
Synen’s Hotel'® Looking at the demise of cricket, one cannot help but wonder how
much further cricket would haveecome established in Ireland if in more situations
like this cricket had become conduit for nationalism arldshness as the association
between Nenagh’'s band and Fenianism ragdiows cricket to be acceptable to
nationalists.

Cricket, however, became a source of national embarrassment and shyness.
Irish cricket at this time became increasingly inward looking (indeed, one could say
within Ireland increasingly ixanised too), with hardlyng touring teams leaving Irish
shores, even though Irish rowers, shootatisletes and rugby players were doing so.
Canadian and American cricket teamsreveouring Britain and Ireland at this
time }*®% whilst the excitement and dynamitic lighting that Anglo-Australia cricket
rivalry would provide from the 1870s need$ldi embellishment. Keith Sandiford has
said it was a ‘stimulus’ to English cricket which meant the game flourished in a way
that it otherwise would not hav&* a competition that mattered a great deal in

Australia too as a vehicle for natialism in the nineteenth centufy>

180The Irish Times13 August 1878.

18 Freeman’s Journall3 May 1873.

182The Nation 2 February 1878.

183 For example, a Canadian etevplayed fifteen of the MC@ London in July 1873Helfast News-
Letter, 22 July 1873), whilst John Lawrence arranfmdeighteen baseball players to visit Ireland in
1874 and also for an eighteenArherica to play eleven of Irelarid the same visit at the ICAT ke

Irish Times 12 August 1874).

1184 sandiford Cricket and the Victoriang).62 and p.116.

1185 R, Cashman, ‘Symbols of Imperial Unity: Anglo-Australian Cricketers, 1877 — 1900’ in J.A.
Mangan (ed)The Cultural Bond — Sport Empire, Sociéfyank Cass, London, 1992), p.129.
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The 1878 summer, the final tfis investigdon, saw the powerful Australians
led by their own national hero of Fre8pofforth — the demon bowler — on a
captivating tour of England when they ‘delished’ the best amateurs England could
offer. If they could beat the best prefgonal English talent, it was apocalyptically
predicted that ‘the sun of our empire in the cricket field is'$&th taking ten MCC
wickets for twenty runs on this tourChris Ryan has suggested Spofforth’s
performance as ‘the most resoundidgy’s bowling in cricket's history*®” in a
victory that ‘superchargedustralian nationalisnt**® Malcolm Knox believes this
was the most important sportingenture in Australian histor{/?® Had these
Australian tourists extended their tiip Ireland, as thegid to Scotland?®® perhaps
cricket in Ireland might have gotten acend wind and a new taste for nationalistic
struggle. Yet Irish newspapers were und® illusions about the strength and
difficulty that such a match would po5€' and the financial earnings of the
Australians were estimated Iave been the greatest eVEf. That Ireland would not
have provided either enough financial inducement, competition on the field or general
attraction to tour was indicative of the Irigame; in many ways, the last thing Irish
cricket needed was a humiliating and crushing defeat by the dominant Australians.
Poignantly, whilst in August 1878 Austrati cricket fever was sweeping through
England, one visiting team tweland playing the elite ish clubs of Phoenix and
Leinster was the h School of Edinburgh'®® hardly a box office draw. The year
concluded in England with Lord Harris leagia team to Australia in the autumn of
1878, with the scheduling of the now-infaus Boxing Day cricketing events in
Melbourne at the Melbourne cricket clti? whilst Irish cricket slipped further into
the abyss.

The opportunities were there, andetlmccasions came, but the sense of
national antagonism that would defineceanters betweenri§land and Australia
were never realised in Ireland. In thelgd870s, there was stihope that cricket

could become a vehicle for national pride and achievemengréeman’s Journal

188 The Irish Times12 September 1878.

187 C. Ryan, ‘Five greatest Austrati@ricketers’ in C. Ryan (edjustralia: story of a cricket country
(Hardie Grant Books, Richmond Victoria, 2011), p.218.

188\, Knox, Never a gentleman’s ganflardie Grant Books, Richmond Victoria, 2013), p.29.

189 pid., p.34.

H199The Irish Times16 September 1878.

191 The Irish Times6 June 1878 arféreeman’s Journallé September 1878.

192 Freeman’s Journall6 September 1878.

193 Ereeman’s Journal31 July 1878.

194 Ereeman’s Journall8 October 1878.

231



hoping ‘at no distant day, tortuthis steady tide of vioty. Why should the English
be able to conquer the world in cricket, as well as in everything else, as John Bull was
so fond of boasting till Mr Gladstone bexste the Arbitratiorhobby?’ before going
on to insist that cricket would soon be dio@al game in Ireland in the way it was in
England™® Yet this great nationalistic victoryever came. In 1874 the Gentlemen of
Ireland were defeated by asiting eighteen of America he loss was affected by the
Irish wicketkeeper only arriving late ithe second day, having gone off to play in
another match'®® Although there was tianalistic potential \ith regards the United
South of England visit to gy eighteen of Dublin University in 1875 — the English
team being referred to as ‘The invading SaXxtfh'— the fact that the game saw a
‘considerable amount of money staked’ on Ergylish team was cited as a ‘patriotic

r2l|198

sense of humiliatio in a match the visitors wa® This was a rare example of

betting being reported. In 18716 a matter of days, 1Z dfeated the Gentlemen of
Ireland?® the Vice Regal team were beaten by the M&Eand the 1Z versus
Phoenix match ended in a dra#? out of these three ‘national’ games, none were
victories for Ireland - indeed, two wereskes. Subsequently, the Vice Regal team
played Leinster ahe end of August and early Septber 1876, and at least this way
one Irish team was guaranteed victtf{/.1877 saw the Dublin University team gain
a nationalistic victory of sorts against tA# England Eleven as already mentioned,
but one gets the feeling that this vigtdrad come too late: the emphasis and steam
was running out of Irish cricket, seendire attendances in other leading matches.
Following the 1876 losses, the IZ versusw@men of Ireland match in 1877 saw ‘the
majority of spectators’ &#nding a horse show, with @hgame not attracting the
numbers it supposedly desedvin inclement weathéf>* The Gentlemen won and the
victory was celebrated, but it was cleidmat Irish spectators were finding more
exciting, enticing and stirring events to whito devote their time. The great game of

the 1878 season, Dublin University versus thited South of England was ruined by

19 Ereeman’s Journall2 May 1873.

19 The Irish Times26 August 1874.

197 Freeman’s Journall4 May 1875.

1198 |hid.

199 The Irish Timesl17 May 1875.

1200,7 defeated the Gentlemen of Ireland in Ireland in 1&f8dman’s Journal25 August 1876), not
exactly being a great nationalistic struggle eitfére Irish Timesattacked the team selection for the
Gentlemen, saying they weadl Dublin cricketersThe Irish Times25 August 1876).

1201 Freeman’s Journal28 August 1876.

1202Ereeman’s Journal30 August 1876.

1203The Irish Times31 August 1876.

1204 Belfast News-Lette25 August 1877.
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rain, making running on the wickeext to impossible by the third da3f> Even when
the Australians did tour Ireland in 1880 tthepressed state of the game was shown in
that only 5,000 spectators attendled match in the College Park®

That the association between cricket anationalism could not be established
and entrenched was to be a major undoingrish cricket. Oe wonders what the
game might have achieved and how far igimihave endured dnti-English hatred,
sectarianism - which is fourmhly in the rarest of cas&d’ - or cross-class rivalry had
grown and taken root to push the game olotg-lasting popularityas it did in other
colonies. But this was the key problem: the game was neither fully Irish nor English,
either to be adopted as a localised arlty foationalised Irish pwuit, or an alien,
clearly-identifiable baton with which to bl the horrid Englishman at his own game
that he was trying to enfoe on the people of Ireland. Thaims such as Home Rule
and Young Ireland were playing should agaimfiegce the idea that playing cricket
and Irish nationalism were compatible astiime, and whilst these examples show a
very light dash of political thought in cricket, the game remained proudly un-political
in play. O’Callaghan’s work has shown thiatsimilarity to cricket, by the late 1880s
there was little room or evidence mélitical sentiment in rugby eithéf®® Cricket was
neither a den of religious rivalry, as cricket became in India, nor was it a bastion of
class or indeed race as the game wasanfbst Indies. Cricket was none of these — it
was a bland, generic pastime by the [E8&0s in a decade ofdreasing nationalistic
sporting provision from rugbyathletics and other minosports. It was just too

pleasant for its own good.

4.4: The decline of business and military support

Whether this collapse was caused from tlsg/gils above or the faigs of structures
and support below that should have been rpideing the game, it is clear that the
pillars of the game were now crumblinfhe single most impeeint individual to
associate himself with cricket in Irelanthhn Lawrence, was vidrawing his support

for the game, not for want of trying, but dteediverging business interests. He had

1205The Irish Times27 May 1878.

1206 Milne, Perry and HallidayA history of Dublin University C(.35.

1207 A Catholic applicant was apparently rejectatmission by blackballing to the Phoenix club in
Dublin in 1877 due to his religion, one writer posted in a gossip sectidheofrish TimegThe Irish
Times 6 July 1877).

1208 'CallaghanRugby in Munstem.146.
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established and endowed tHandbook of Cricketa publication that was becoming
increasingly financially precarious ass the 1870s, suffering ‘a considerable
pecuniary loss’ as early as the 1874 editfdh,and the 1878 edition was the
penultimate publication of this quasiiministrative body. Lawrence was still busy
supporting the game in the 1870s, hosting meetings at his préfifqastting on his
fireworks displays at cricket clubfs$® as well as being a general ticket seller for
matches of note. He was also still aetias a promoter and patron of cricketing
events, arranging for eighteen baseball @tayto visit Ireland in 1874 and also an
eighteen of America to play eleven of Inedhin the same visit dhe Irish Champion
Athletic Club!*?a venture he lost over £100 on daéwretched attendance’ — a jibe
aimed at cricketing supportefs? Coupled with the £10Qawrence lost on the
Gentlemen of Ireland match against the clowns in August 1874 as already shown,
meant that he had lost over £200 trying tonpote cricket in onenonth of this year.
This was at a time when, in 1871, tharere only 2,235 earning over £200 a year in
Ireland!*** It was little wonder therefore thatawrence was diversifying, moving
away from his perceived earlier passiom @oicket and a sign of the diminishing
financial returns availableHe can be found increasiggkelling tickets for other
sporting event$?'® availing his committee rooms for other sporting organisatidhs
and even morphing titles to move withetffinancial breeze of the year, describing
himself as a cricket and tesnbutfitter in adverts in 1878 but by 1878 had become
a cricket and football outfittdf®

It would be romantic, almost poetic, tioink that John Lawrence took up the
cause of cricket for aesthetic or moraliggasons in the early-to-mid 1860s, yet the
true reason must be mercenary. Lawreltike, many other businesses in the 1860s

and early 1870s, saw a chance to exploit@mdit from cricket’'s popularity. With the

1209 Handbook 1874-5p.12.

1210 Eor examples see Leinstd@ihg Irish Times7 March 1873) and MalahidEreeman’s Journall13
October 1874).

12111 awrence was hosting fireworks at Leinsteicket club in June 1873 for exampler¢eman’s
Journal 10 June 1873).

1212The Irish Times12 August 1874.

1213 Handbook 1874-5p.7.

1214 G, BestMid-Victorian Britain 1851 — 7%Fontana, London, 1979), p.103.

1215 awrence was a ticket seller for the Dublin Amateur Athletic Club sports in August TBZ3rish
Times 11 August 1873) and for the croquet championships in 1874 as exafgesmén’s Journal
14 August 1874).

1216 gych as the committee meetings of the ICA@éman’s Journal16 June 1874) and Amateur
Bicycle Club Freeman’s Journal29 April 1875).

1217 Ereeman’s Journal22 April 1876.

1218The Irish Times7 October 1878.
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seeping disinterest that came to perme¢hagegame in the mid-to-late 1870s, these
same businesses then drifted away. Their increasing indifference is testament to the
parlous and insipid state thaicket found itself by the late 1870s, when its last great
leader was to abandon the game altogeffat cricket was so dependant on one man
again crystallises the complete lack of administrative structure that was so clearly
needed to embed the game in the cgum the long term. The importance of
individual leadership was crucial in 18k cricket as Andrew Hignell has sho\fh

and thus this was not a unique probléfat once John Lawrence stepped away from
his informal leadership, there was nobody @tsassume the mantle, and cricket had
therefore lost the last of the holy trinitiyat had popularised the game. Whilst on the
mainland in the last third of the centuleagues and associations ‘sprang up like
mushrooms everywheré®in Ireland the game remainedseries of friendlies.

That other businesses followed Laweels lead compoundethe commercial
retreat from cricket, and in particulaain companies’ desertion helps showcase the
new and alternative revenue streams sligh companies were chasing. Railways had
always been important to cricketers iartsporting players and spectators to and from
games, and train travel was becoming increasingly speedy and comparable with
today’s standards in these yefs.Cricket was now no longer a focus for train
companies; no examples have beeannfl in the years 1873 — 1878 where train
companies sought to dovetadr exploit cricket matclg although there is one
example of trams utilisig cricket for exploitatiot?®?* Yet examples of transport
provision can be found for rugh¥?® bowling and lawn tenni&?* athletic3?*®> and

numerous cases for yachting or rowiif. The exploitation was greatest in horse

1219 Hignell, ‘Participants and providers’: T. Page Wood, a Cardiff sports shop owner, took the lead in
late 1880s in organizing a Cardiff cricket union and league to further establish the game, p.171.

1220 sandiford Cricket and the Victorian®.4.

1221 Although not a typical case, théceroy’s train journey from Belfast to Dublin was three hours in
1876, a journey time comparable to todaysegeman’s Journal26 May 1876).

1222The Irish Times25 August 1874.

122 The Limerick and Cork football match finished in time for the Cork men to get the 4.45pm train
home in the evening in spring 187khe¢ Irish Times3 April 1876).

1224 The directors of the Belfast @rCounty Down Railway Company provided the largest donation of
the £300 contributed to the building of the Belmont Bowling and Lawn Tennis greens in eastern
Belfast in 1877 Belfast News-Lette20 June 1877).

1225 Bangor steamers were advertising their schedule to coincide with attendance at the Ulster CC
athletic sports in 1878glfast News-Letted 7 April 1878).

1226 \vith the term regatta, it is difficult to know the event taking place wésr rowing, yachting or

sailing. Examples can be seen though in the Drogheda Railway Company providing reduced fares to
Malahide Regatta in August 187Bréeman’s Journal5 August 1873), the Northern Counties and
Larne Railway running special promotions to Whitehead Regatta in mid-August B&8Ifas{ News-
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racing, which again contrasso sharply with crickein 1876, the amount spent on
sponsorship by railways was £632, 10s, vatkotal racing purse of £30,502 in 472
races in 75 separate fixtures. By 1901, railway support was £903 with total race
winnings in excess of £51,281 in 674 races at 94 meéfifigThese railway
companies only sponsored where tBaw profit, as table six shows.

The greater monetary power in honseing is likewise shown in the case
study of the Balydoyle Derbprizes in Dublin betweed874 — 1876, which were
£520, £490 and £495 at an enclosedugd by the earlyl870s with stand
accommodation for 3,506% It's almost laughable in comtst that, in addition to the
Co Cork’s inability to enclose their ground the late 1870s, that em as late as 1912
the pre-eminent Phoenix grounds had neérb enclosed to hafree entrance and

better profit from cricket??°

Table six: a sample of 1888 Great Soudin and Western Railway horse racing
sponsorshipg?*°

Racecourse meeting Sponsorship Rail receipts
Curragh £100 £1,700
Punchestown £100 £1,750

Severe disruption was causedthe playing of cricket bgoldiers and officers due to
the Eastern Question problems in Europdiich meant that less time could be
devoted to play. Not much cricket svalayed at the Curragh Camp in 1878" and

by 1878, it was decried that ‘the war in thesEhad interfered so considerably with
military cricket.**? Between 1873 and 1878, the amoahmilitary teams declined
by over a third going from 50 in both 1873 &®&V4 to 34 in 1878,ral within this the
amount of matches played by these remagineams no doubt declined too. The key

importance for this diminished play was that rural teams, which so often depended

Letter, 13 August 1877) and special trains being run to the Wicklow regatta at reduced rates from
Dublin in autumn 1878Freeman’s Journal29 August 1878).

1227’ Arcy, Horses, Lords and Racing Mem.146.

1228 |bid., pp.194-195.

1229 Ensor, ‘Irish cricket,” p.253.

1230 |hid., p.148.

1231 The County Carlow CC noting in 1876 thatthé base there was ‘more drill and less cricket’
(Handbook1876-7, p.88).

1232 Handbook 1878-9p.54.
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upon local military regiments for opposition digethe reluctancef urban teams to
tour, were robbed of sonwd their few opponents.

When considering all of these retracisp it was clear that cricket was in
decline. Hugh Cunningham’s work has ideetif four supplies of leisure: provision
by the state legally and literally; self-neatkisure, whether communal, associational
or personal; voluntary bodies or ifgmthropic groups; and commercfaf® At its
heyday, cricket had enjoyed &tlur avenues ofdcilitation, fromsupportive Viceroys
and the Army to enthusiastic local playstgpported by the phitghropy of the rich
and greased by a strong commercial rede Yet by 1878, Ireland had lost state
provision from both the Army whose atteis were focused on military matters and
a non-cricketing incumbent Viceroy. Thenamercial attraction of the game had
declined, as shown in the decreased lmemof businesses supporting the game and
the complete withdrawal of train compes’ support. The self-made leisure
component was starting to look elsewherethier new and attractive sports, whilst
philanthropy would be dashed by the oncogriinancial troubles of the land wars.

4.5: Bad fortune

Bad fortune saw Ireland never establish a cricketing celebrity like a W.G., a Fred
Spofforth or a Ranji, the greatest alect® being wicket-keeper Leland Hone’s
selection for Lord Harristeam to Austlia in 1878:%** a failure aslohn Lillywhite’s
Cricketers’ Companiomoted, that the team had ‘no wicket-keeper at'aff.As the
Handbookhad admitted, not every countgould produce a W.G. Grat€® in a
career that boastedmost 55,000 run€?’ It was unfortunate #t David Trotter — the

‘star Irish batsman of the nineteenth ceytin the opinion of Ger Siggins and James
Fitzgerald and someone who went on to plathe North and South game in England

in 1877%%® - was unable to establish himselfars Irish hero. Cumulatively with all

the factors mentioned, as diagram fourteBows, by 1878 cricket reporting was in

decline.

1233 Cunningham, ‘Leisure and culture,” p.320.

1234 Handbook 1878-%.6.

1235 jllywhite’s Cricketers’ Companion for 188p.25.

1236 Handbook 1877-8p.5.

12375 HughesAnd God created crick¢Doubleday, London, 2009), p.56.

12383, Siggins and J. Fitzgeraldeland’s 100 cricket greatéNonsuch, Dublin, 2006), p.153.
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Number of reports

Diagram fourteen: the number of newspaper reports on cricket for
1848 - 1878

3500

3000 '_\\,/\
2500 / \
2000 /\\,/

1500 —/\/\/

1000 /

500

With urban teams refusing to leave the majonurbations, this left a yawning gap,
one which would be only further yanked apart by the oncoming land wars which
would destroy the communal goodwill thatdhgenerally existed since the Famine.
The old touring teams like Na Shuler werat filling this void, becoming ever more
town-centred in their fixture list. Even floee these violent years of the land wars
therefore, cricket was suffocating in Mtessand Connaught, and even in the major
urban clubs a sort of arrogant nonchalanoé disregard for the game had set in,
labelled as ‘constitutional carelessness’ and ‘slothful’ byHlaedbookin its 1876
editorial***® Again, there were spurts of growth in these years and the decline was not
always as consistent as one might imagwt@in the general national trend, with the
counties of Westmeath and Kilkenny shogian increasing popularity in the years to
the turn of the century. There were evattempts being made to strengthen the
standing, respect and imparte of the game by individdi clubs like the County
Galway'’s plan to refion eligibility rules*?*° much like had beedecided in London in
1872. Yet such shoots were rare bright moteen a national adext in a time of
morbid ambience, a letter to tlk@eeman’s Journabn 7 September 1876 claiming
that cricket was in decline in popularity apihctice in Munster, calling for county or
provincial representation andsgstem of play like in England to excite the cricketing

public. The point that Ireland had no Maryleledao lead the game in the country was

1239 Handbook 1876-7p.1.

1240 The Co Galway were actually strengthening playing rules in 1877 opposed to weakening them as
one might assume if interest was falling, meaning players had to be born in the county, resident in the
county for twelve months or a stationed member of the armed fdream(Herald 26 March 1877).
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stated, asking if a lead institution like tlasuld be initiated in Ireland, something that
would have allowed the ideas and exdenof the County Galway to become
enshrined as a rule across the countryitAgas, cricket still remained a localised,
disorganised game. The final articleTdfe Irish Timesn this project’s investigation
details the arranging of 67 leading Englfsttures for 1879 at a meeting of the MCC
and eight county secretaries at Lord’s in December 18¥an administrative stride
that Irish cricket was seemingly unable orniarested to take which could have led to
greater national ownership and professigaion of the game. The fact that the
MCC in London were still recognised as thgghest authority on all Cricket subjects’
was not a position that would endear cricteetthe Irish public at a time of rising
nationalism amidst the furnace of Home RUf&.

To compound the doom, the introductiontloé Intermediate Education Act in
1878 to recognise and reward achievemeserondary schools was to blight cricket.
With a greater focus on exams to gain schools prestige through public record of
academic achievement, time devoted tckat and enthusiasm for the game must
have declined in summer months. The t@p schools in the8/9 Intermediate exams
list was populated by the major cricket-play schools; Blackrock gained 48 awards
and St Stanislaus 46%° At Castleknock, both the boysdthe staff were incentivised
by the headmaster as well employing an exams cB&thchools of this standing
being desperate not for the finarickenefits but for national glor?*> That these
institutions of upper- and middle-classicket were now distracted by other
attractions in summer months was twrding, as it was these schools that had
generated a notable contritmn to the playing and pamage base nationally once
these boys had graduated to adult lifpasitions of prominence nationwide.

That a new non-cricketing Vicey was appointed and shed little interest in
the game compounded the doom from 1877 and yet another problem included
extremely wet weather in the years 1877 and 1878, a problem highlighted for the
adoption of cricket in Canad&’® Yet by these years the rot was becoming endemic,

and the game was on the verge of bankyuptand wars which would wreak havoc

1241The Irish Times27 December 1878.

1242 Handbook 1876-7p.1.

1243 'Neill, ‘Rule Etonia,’ p.80.

12441hid., p.85.

12451hid., p.290.

1246 Cooper, ‘Canadians Declare “It Isn't Cricket,” p.66.
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financially, politically and saially in rural Ireland were about to erupt and embryonic

national Irish sports we soon to be reborn.

5. Conclusion

Beyond the initial enthusiasm, rhetoric andification for cricket in Ireland lay deep
structural problems. Withown administrative body, countyr provincial matches,
cups or leagues, a leading nationabwgrd or cricketing hero, the game was now
under passive attack. New sports hadeeged that offered the manliness and
excitement of cricket in the 1860s to eatl§70s, and nationalistmontest was being
embraced in these sports in comparisonht failure to achieve national victories
through cricket. An inability to profit fronthe game saw a desertion from previous
supporters. By the late 1870s cricket waglacline, which debunks the idea of the
GAA'’s dismantling of cricket. The rot wadready set by 1878, and at best the GAA
accelerated a retraction tHad already begun. Yet so much of the decline had been
predicted and reported, disssing the idea of cricket's déne as purely the fault of
the land wars or the founding of the GAA.

The problem was that cricket in Irathhad always only ever been an amateur

game.

240



Conclusion

The central thrust of this wio was to establish the populgriof cricket in Ireland in
the years 1848 — 1878, as most cricketingtdniography has either overlooked or
dismissed the game’s popularity. When ¢desng the number dieams playing, the
number of newspaper reports and thenparative cross-sport analysis conducted
every ten years, it is clear that thereaidorgotten history aboutricket in Ireland.
Trying to capture data from newspapersias a science, and figures ascertained are
indicative and not absolute, but they do pdevbaseline figures from which to work.
From this data, cricket can be consideoa@ of Ireland’s mogpopular sports in the
mid-Victorian era in a period of relativeaal calm between the Famine of the 1840s
and the land wars of 1879 — 1882.

Aside from a few recent notable extieps, mainly in the county-specific
studies of the last decad#he historiography of the game has generally labelled
cricket as English, Protestant, Unionistddie class, elitist and lacking popularity.
This work has shown that the game was @thy all classes ahen in society, from
the elites to the gentry, strong and niiidigl farmers, professional and commercial
classes right through tbe Irish peasantry.

Cricket was played by both Cathdicand Protestants, Unionists and
nationalists. Cricket was reported in botht@@dic and nationalist publications as well
as Protestant and Unionmes and established no clead aefining assciation with
England or the mainland which explains haggressively natiofiatic newspapers
could support the game. ThEreeman’'s Journal a Catholic and nationalist
publication, provided the highestporting of all seven mespapers in many years of
investigation. There is something of axymoron of political Unionists being
sporting nationalists in many exampléa the Unionist newspapers under
investigation, but this shadil not be so surprising neidering the hybridity of
identities and nationalities that existed not just in Ireland but in the rest of the United
Kingdom at this time.

Cricket was not an imperial implantaii in Ireland; theravas no deliberate
state policy of this sort, and no evidentas been found to suggest a covert and
secretive deployment of the game by induals or groups of individuals working
independently of the British government.should be remembered that Ireland was

part of the United Kingdom, even if its parial status was muddled, and thus the

241



playing of cricket should not be seen as stype of Trojan Horse or dubious activity
anymore than the spread of cricket oa thainland was to rurareas. Although the
game moved from the mainland to Irelathdough the Army andBritish politicians
and businessmen, the conclusion of thisrkwis that this was because of these
individuals’ enjoyment of the game opposegtditical or racialreasons tdetter the
Irish. Their patronage was important, blir indulgece seems personal opposed to
political, and too much shouldot be read intahe fact that British men were both
playing and enjoying cricket in Ireland whieland was a political part of the United
Kingdom. Nationalism came to increasinglyaah itself to cricket by the 1870s, but
the game was not taken up in early years as a nationalist pursuit with which to beat
the mainland as the game was in some rotlodonial nations. Cricket's increasing
attachment to and symbolism of Englishniesthe late nineteenth century came after
the years of 1848 — 1878 as istigated in this thesis.

Cricket was played in schools kedo imitate the mores of mainland
equivalents and in universities, Wplaces, local towns and villages, county
formations and in national teams of vamyidegrees of selection. Many theories about
control or societal education can be suggg$or this play, but the evidence supports
Pat Bracken’s conclusions on cricket in Tipgrg, in that a lack of alternatives
opposed to landlord patronage or politicalsens was the main reason people played
cricket, not because they hadbtot because they wanted't4’

A macro study precludesdetailed biographical analis of the backgrounds
of players, but evidence has been giveattthe very least showcase involvement by
the widest range of society, supporting &ssertions of Bracken, O’'Dwyer and Hunt
at local levels that cricketas played by all classes.

Like the mainland, women’s roles were to attend, spectate and applaud
opposed to being physically involved on fieloisplay. Yet women were integral to
proceedings. Their attendance at grounds in dandy dresses was the counterpoint to
men being manly in a time when manbsewas all the rage. No better summary of
such an important link can be given than that of the Newcastle West CC, who
commented in 1872 that: ‘What wonder theattis favored sons should be nerved to
practice, and thus attain stinction; sure of the rewa& so much coveted — an

1247 Bracken Foreign and Fantastic Field Sportpp.54-55.
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approving smile??*® Women were vital at club satifunctions, and thus whilst

cricket was a man’s game it was not only enjoyed by men.

Cricket was fuelled by businesses andrmssmen particularly in the 1860s to
early 1870s. Train companies and newspapers both encouraged a game that could in
turn help them achieve profit, and pgesional cricketers probably numbering around
the low teens nationally at any given titaeight and encouraged the game. However,
this was significantly below the 99 pesfsionals listed by Lillywhite in 18¥7°when
the population of England was only four tinteat of Ireland, but was similar to the
position of Scottish cricket, where professilsnaxisted but were not widespread in a
country that experienced a similar deeliof play towards the end of the 1806%.
The establishment of only one professiotedm in Ireland in the 1850s pales in
comparison to the figure of arocdir20 for the maitand to the 1880¥>' Unlike
cricket in England and in other sportklas rugby union and then league, debates
about the issue of professionalism did nonifest in Irish cricket. Yet not too much
attention should be paid to this as a redsomlecline, as other Irish sports continued
afoot on a largely amateur basis in latlecades with success, and GAA athletes
today are still basically amateur. Howevénese sports’ administrations were far
superior in terms of professionalism te tlacklustre, nay absee of, administration
in Ireland.

Grounds provision and patronage fadiétaplay for men at a time of financial
generosity by the richest, a concern fa thorking man and a desire to build cordial
relations with both tenants and voters, seen in the 18 MPs patronising the game
between 1867 — 1872, a figure of immenserggeand reflecting the passion many
Westminster politicians had for cricket indtera. These MPs were local men elected
by Irish men to represent them at Waistster, not alien figures from London.

Although the game could be describedams eastern half of Ireland game,
cricket was nonetheless still played in eveoyner of the country and right across the
whole of Ireland. There wasggiificant rural play to mah the enthusiasm found for
the game in the major urbarentres of Dublin and Belfast at this time as appendix

four shows.

1248 Handbook 1872-30.164.

1249 30hn Lillywhite’s Crickegrs’ Companion For 187&p.205-208.
1250 Byrnett, ‘Cricket,’ p.64.

1251 Major, More than a gamep.192.
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In the years between 1848 and 187Rkat was played due to a lack of
alternatives at a time of ¢neasing concern for health, manliness and in a climate of
self-improvement to respectability. Thengawas introduced and supported at first by
the military and simple diffusion from the mainland in a time of ever-increasing
proximity and closeness to &orian culture andiorms, but then established itself as
a game untainted by clear associatiathwhe mainland and in many examples was
shown to be a proud Irish possession; iswat a colonial game. The game moved
well beyond that of a military garrison game, and came to be overwhelmingly
dominated by civilians, dismissing@ther historiographical inaccuracy.

The impact that cricket had on Irish stgi can be approached in a number of
different ways, but two obviousanches would be by ge@ghy and class. Across the
whole of the country, cricket providedsporting outlet and amusement, something
that was not as obviously avdila as might be imagined at this time. In rural areas
and in the small towns, cricket offered entertainment where there was limited other
social and leisure offerings. As cricketas played cross-class in general, but
particularly so in the count, the sport was a sociabnd in many rural areas with
teams being given land on local magsatgrounds. The provision of ground and
cross-class interaction was certainly welcomed in the newspaper reports, even if such
reports were obviously produced by cricketegthusiasts. More than in the cities,
local teams also relied upon the military the area for opposition, showing their
importance to sustaining rural cricket eviérthe number of military teams in the
country was always significilg outnumbered by civiliateams. Strong relationships
were formed between Irish citizersnd the military through many of these
encounters. This was similar to Wales, whaiktary personnel joiad local clubs, in
addition to military teams, mid-century apthyed against leading gentlemen in local
areas’?®* The gentry and elite of Irish coties could also congregate around rural
cricket grounds in the summer as a foomamusement, networking and collective
bonding.

As a result, cricket took on immenssportance for many rural Irish people,
particularly so in the micro studies thfe towns of Tuam and Nenagh, which showed
cricket clubs as a source of communal @rashd focus. Visits from other teams often
produced fanfare and local sensation, as showthe receptions and visits of the

Nenagh club to other conurbations. Cricketthe countrysideand small towns of

1252 Hignell, Cricket in Wales: an illustrated histarp.21.
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Ireland bound together local initluals of all classes and allowed a town or team to
put itself proudly on the spiing map of Ireland in a wathat perhaps wasn't as
necessary for those living in the major towns and cities. This is particularly
noteworthy as the other populaporting pursuits at thisme — hunting and horse
racing — could not develop and excite locabat pride in the same way that beating a
visiting cricket team could.

Cricket was also important in the majmwns and cities of Ireland. Cricket
was used as a relief from work by sowfethe working classes and as a means to
healthiness and general amusement by mamicket was playedn private club
grounds but also public spaces in citiesd @he calls for public park provision to
allow cricket showed that the game wasrenthan a rudimentgrconcern in urban
areas. The formation of many middle-class tegparticularly in the cities, shows that
cricket could be a social bond for amusenserd socialisation after hours. Similarly,
the formation of various trades’ clubsosved that cricket went beyond the middle
and upper classes of Irish society in citiBasinesses and businessmen, whether rural
or urban, exploited cricket for commercial gain.

On a national level, cricket offeredettopportunity for some of the earliest
sporting representative contests witihe mainland. The port's popularity and
momentum as a nationalistic wagon enghageny, who came in their thousands to
see leading Irish teams compete agdimstfinest mainland opposition. However, the
inability of a leading team or teams tmnsistently defeat mainland sides was a
frustration to the game’s greater estdbhent in Ireland. Within Ireland, county
teams emerged with selection proceduresome instances, allowing representation
beyond one’s own local team. Notably imguarison to rugby, provincial teams did
not emerge, meaning the chance to claimygbord prestige at tar-provincial level
was missed. The popularity of cricket as playedounties themselves can be loosely
established, but evamithin this there is variatiorRat Bracken’s work on cricket in
Tipperary showing that within local coties play was uneven, cricket in Tipperary
being primarily a game played the north of the county>?

For the various social classes of sogi@ricket offered a variety of benefits.
The richest in society enjoyed cricketiasffered a day of amusement, a chance to
present oneself asu fait with fashionable mainland norms. Their enthusiasm is

perhaps unsurprising consideringpat little else was on offer socially at this time as

1253 Bracken Foreign and Fantastic Field Sportp.45.
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well as their relative freedom with timed money. The poorer halff Irish society
too gained a lot from cricket. Some neditted from self-made leisure and the
amusement that cricket could providet yeany of the poorer members of Irish
society gained cricketing opportunity aoyided by those richein society through
patronage, grounds provision and generabaragement. Their willingness to accept
the patronage and generosity of provisiomffsrded them eithesuggests the idea of
inverted exploitation of the richer class@®r a stronger sense of communal goodwill
and fraternity than might commonly be as®d about Irish life in the mid-Victorian
period.

It is difficult to fully explain why cicket never developed the administrative
structure to establish the game more peendy in the national conscience. Reading
the contemporary sources, there is no rcleanclusion to why Irish men did not
formalise their ownership of the game; #herere no meetings arranged which failed,
no rivalries between competing cricketiggoups which saw none succeed nor any
bitter disputes over ownership rights that te anyone feeling it legally dubious to try
to exploit or lead the game. The sourcesndbgive clear or eassonclusions to this
conundrum.

Some tentative steps towards admintgiradid occur, yet these were never
built upon. There were selection meetings Some of the proment national teams
that played against touring opposition, \asll as the committees and leadership
groups that, for example, led venturidse the Dublin Week. There were some
movements like these towards infrastructure that might have perpetuated the game
further, yet these groups newlidified. Suchéadership was crucial in many other
sports, none more so than the FootBalsociation on the mainland, where Charles
Alcock basically saved the body fromsdolution with his innovations and rule
changes in the mid-1860s, inclnd his idea for the FA Culf>*

There are many possibilities as to whystleadership of Irish cricket never
materialised. Simply, cricket might just have been seen as a fun amusement, but not
something that was to be further sdletl or underpinnedto provide greater
longevity. This would again support theea of cricket at this time being a
fashionable fad that peaked and had apfuead decade or so before being overtaken

by other new and emerging sports. Irish ntluis might have enjoyed the game and

1254 R, SandersBeastlyfury: the strange birth of British footba(Bantam Books, London, 2010),
pp.55-59.
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played it with gusto, but whbut ever seriously considerimg wanting to invest their
own time and energy into more permanenthakléshing the sport in the country. This
particularly might have beeso when many other rival options emerged that were
better administrated and provided moreit®g opportunities for self-promotion and
recognition administratively.

Another reason might have been thetket players and supporters mistook
the quasi-leadership of some of the legdnen such as Charles and John Lawrence
as actually being more substantial tharadgtually was. Bothwere supporters and
exploiters of the game, but they did not possess the recognised lead and endorsement
as custodians of the game that might hen&edded the game more fully into Irish
life. Yet to some it might hae appeared as though thés® were giving leadership
and organisation to the game, however rimfal or profit-driven this was by the
Lawrences, thus negating the need forrtbein involvement. This would suggest that
Irish cricket was almost undone by beingiglat between full, national organisation
and ownership on the one hand that would have led to a development of the game,
and a complete absence of any leadershigghe other that rght have meant more
came forward to take a formal lead.

It is worth remembering that, in theory, the MCC were at least a spiritual
leader of the game in the British Isles, and thus some might have considered there to
be an administrative body to turn to for psi of clarification odaws and the like as
John Lawrence did indeed himself when seekiefinition of rules. It is possible that
some would have read this situation ass&zctory and thus negated the need for an
independent, Irish body to overssand lead the game inlaed when the country was
of course a political padf the United Kingdom.

Whilst difficult to quantify, what is certainly clear is that the enthusiasm for
cricket that was surging in the 1860sllsbmewhat calmed by the early 1870s. Thus
another reason for a lack of formaliseddership might be that the men who might
have offered their time — as many did tatitutions like the ICAC for athletics and
IFU for rugby in the 1870s — saw in cri¢ck& waning star, thus choosing to devote
their time and administrative efforts inthe new emergent sports that came to
overtake cricket in excitement, noveltgdaprofessionalism of administration. These
men who might have taken such a leaouid no doubt have lea perturbed by the
failings of the Dublin Week, which did imany ways show that cricket was over-

reaching itself by trying to go beyond the serof friendlies a season represented.
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The inability to score nationalistic victories over touring teams might have led
some to question whether it was worth inirestime into a sport that was unlikely to
yield the victories craved as the Homelé&kmovement grew from the early 1870s.
Business interest in the 1870s diminishedhasability to profitfrom cricket either
retracted or was overshadowed by the gred&hancial opportunities available in
other sports, and thus businesses did attampt to initiate a leadership group to
exploit the game and gendlyabecame less interested in selling cricketing goods.
Indeed, this very factxplains why John Lawrence fitha stepped away from his
unofficial role as national cricketing admstrator, retiring frustrated, financially
indebted and exasperated daehe happy-go-lucky approadi Irish cricketers who
seemed oblivious of the need to hdeheir own situation by taking it all more
seriously. All of these probims came before the re-emergence of the traditional
Gaelic games in the 1880s, and shows radghat cricket’'s decline preceded this
cultural rebirth. The GAA benefitted frorthe leadership ral drive of Michael
Cusack, whom Joseph Bradley has termed a sporting, social and cultural
revolutionary'?*® Again, cricket in Ireland had nsuch towering figure driving the
game forwards in comparison to so mantlger emerging sports in both Ireland and
the mainland.

This lack of infrastructure and leaxdhip and the imptance it would have
can be seen in other cricketing natioRichard Cashman and Tom Hickie have
shown how Sydney and Melbourne experiendifiérences in their initial uptake of
cricket, Melbourne being ascendant dupassessing a leading club, a notable ground
and committees and leading gentlemen wagkiogether to promote cricket. Sydney,
on the other hand, was ‘much less homogentitreland in general therefore
mirrored the Sydney experience much mtinan the Melbourne one by the late
1870s.

It is difficult to pinpoint exactly whythere was no birth of an Irish cricketing

union or committee to steer and implant ¢fa@ne more deliberately, strategically and

1255 Bradley has made the following points about Cusack: that he ‘made one of the most significant
contributions to culture and sport in late nineteenth-century Ireland’ (p.71); was ‘one of Ireland’s most
important sports innovators’ (p.71); that Cusack ‘sought to revolutionize the ownership, organization of
and participation in Irish sport’ (p.61); and thatdemerally oversaw a revolution in Irish sport (pp.61-
64). Please see J. Bradley,ntdcognized middle-class revolutary? Michael Cusack, sport and
cultural change in nineteenth-centureland’ in J.A. Mangan (edReformers, Sport, Modernizers:
middle-class revolutionarie@-rank Cass, London, 2002) for all references.

1256 R, Cashman and T. Hickie, ‘The Diverge®porting Cultures of Sydney and Melbourne’ in
Sporting TraditionsVol. 7, Issue 1 (November, 1990), p.33.
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forcefully into Irish life. Whatever the reas for this administrative oversight or even
deliberate rejection of leaddtip opportunities by leadinigish men for the sport in
Ireland, what is certain ithe absence of aational leadership body was to be a
significant blow to the prospects of Irish cricket establishing itself more fully as a
national pastime, especially so whenegv other major sport had administrative
bodies to popularise thesports by the late 1870s.

The game had reached a pinnacle in terms of teams playing and newspaper
reporting in the mid-1870s du a cocktail of circumstances, before retraction
occurred due to a lack @dministration, competition, tianalistic victories and the
simple rise of other sportsCricket had become incrétyy popular, yethad only laid
shallow roots due to a lack of clear watkl ownership and the establishment of cup
and league competitions. David Coopedusid diffusion model for the uptake of
cricket somehow doesn't fit with cricket Ireland, offering either a pure acceptance
or rejection of the gam®&>’ Cricket in Ireland declined, was overtaken or waned: it
wasn’t violently rejected, even if this is the common view of the game in Ireland in
much historiography. It withered away, ané tjame’s fate was surely sealed before
the Gaelic revival of the 1880s and 1890s.

This thesis’ contribution to knowleddes been to excavate and examine the
sport of cricket in Ireland which hasitreer through ignorance or simple oversight,
been buried amidst wider sporting ancciab historiography. Cricket was played
widely across the whole of Ireland, by alas$es, religions, pal@al viewpoints and

to an extent that demands far greater carattbn than has been afforded to date.

1257 Cooper, ‘Canadians Declare “It Isn't Cricket,” p.54.
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Epilogue

In many ways writing the conclusion toighthesis evinces distration. Cricket's
popularity was beginning to retract inethate 1870s, and as such 1878 seems an
artificial stopping pait. How far and how quickly thidecline was to continue is a
point of further research. Indeed, ibutd be that cricket's fortunes rebounded,
however unlikely this would seem in light John Lawrence’s ceasing publication of
the Handbookin 1881 due to continued finantiss over a number of years, an
occurrence seen too in the faduwf leading matches in the late 1870s to reward their
promoters as well as thecreased amount of businesse®ived in selling the game
between the third and fourth decades of stigation. But constrictions must, even if
this period from 1879 — 1885 will hopefully libe basis of future personal work
amongst many other areas that demand attention from this thesis.

In 1878 Ireland stood on the verge afother bout of major social and
economic change which was to dramaticallyer society, inteupting the general
peace and prosperity that had existedesitihe early 1850s. Land wars about tenant
right were to destroy conumal relations in the counside between landlord and
tenant which had been positive in the yearmeéstigation, with the ensuing collapse
in rent giving landlords ledtnance to patronise recreation. There were 67 murders of
landlords and their agents in the years 1879 — 1882.

Political change was afoot, with the desire for Home Rule increasing in what
Alvin Jackson has termed the single mosportant political feature of Irish life
between the 1870s and the Great Wat.As Ireland did not have a formalised
national union to administrate and lead tjame in the country until 1923, with the
effect of having to seek clarification frobondon on cricketing matters, the sport was
placed at-odds with increasing demands rfational self-respect and self-reliance.
Socially, a whole raft of new sports andwmsaments would continue to grow in the
1880s, with the advent of new Irish spatttsough the GAA varnishing a desperate
situation. In particular, theinitiation of spoting organisation on a county-by-county

level of committees from 1887 was an alns step that Irish cricket miss&8® With

1258 powell,Nationhood and identityp.71.
1299 3acksonHome Rule: an Irish historyp.3.
1260 Cronin, Duncan and RousEye GAA: a people’s histarp.42.
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the 1888 decree of one club gmarish, ‘the GAA graftedtself onto an existing and
durable ecclesiastical territorial strut’ which still holds to this da}?**

The rate of declingaried in different counties antdis impossible to say with
absolute certainty that cricket was irtinaal decline from 1878 onwards until future
research is conducted. But the evidenaaild suggest this when one considers the
aforementioned economic, social and politigalations that were to develop in the
1880s. Caught in a blizzard of Kulturkampf, cricket would be unable to defend itself
at a time of nationalism, Home Ruledagreater excitement in other sports.

The (re-) emergence of GAA games fréime 1880s provided sports that both
projected manliness and national pride e of cricket’s stignation, and the people
who had previously patronised cricket rdaparticularly the farmers of Ireland —
would now switch to these new games. Jsnes Murphy has shown, it was ironic
that following the modernising of the 1850s1870s, that the 189@aw a return to
old traditions to form a new and heavily Irish identity for Irelafd.

Yet even amidst this reformation, tirapact of the GAA was not disastrous
on its own. On a practical level various mtitigs about perceived foreign sports, as
intimated in Archbishop Croke’s acceptance letter as patron of the GAA, did not
necessarily diffuse down to the everydaynmBo 1878, cricket had not established an
identity as a clear-cut English or Britishgptiane and general attempts at ‘bans’ by the
GAA to prohibit their associas from non-GAA sports varil in both implementation
and effectiveness. Even the infamous 190bWwas enforced differgly nationally, so
even this year was not the death-knell for non-GAA garf@©’Dwyer has shown
that the GAA had little impact on cricket Co Kilkenny until the 1900s, and that
1896 was the actual peak tdams in this county, ®le years after the GAA’s
formation!?®* Hunt has shown in Westmeath a peak of 39 teams playing in 1899 and
the amount of matches being highest in 1¥80Likewise, Bell has called the 1890s
the golden age of cricket in Co Kildal&®

Regarding GAA games, it was still seas possible at local levels to play

these sports and cricket. As O’Callaghhas noted from the late 1880s, ‘the

1261 McElligott, Forging a Kingdomp.51.
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acquisition of the social and cultural cormains that various sports would become
associated with’ was gradual. ‘Within thisntext, therefore, the apparent incongruity

of Gaelic football clubs élding cricket teams in 1890&/estmeath was clearly an
anomaly only in retrospect.®’ It is this anachronism where most readers have
associated cricket with Englishness in Ireland that has stereotyped the game so
unfairly and incorrectly which has no doubd e a dearth of research on the game.

Frank Doran captained the 1890 Mmateam in the county football
championship, but was also the professional of the Moat&€@hilst Kells GAA
played cricket in 188%°° Similarly, the local TD (Irish MP) for Kilkenny elected in
the 1920s, D.J. Gorey, had been chairwmiathe Co Kilkenny GAA board yet played
cricket for a number of teams in the 19288.Otway Cuffee, president of the
Kilkenny branch of the Gaeliteague, organised a cridkieam in the early-to-mid
1900s**"* All these examples show that men could play and associate with cricket
whilst supporting GAA games and Irish nationalism in general.

Specifically regarding nationalism artle idea of cricket’'s connection as
English, Castlecomer Young Irelamere still playing cricket in 18882 As late as
the 1930s a team in Co Kilkenny was ptay called Home Rule (with no sense of
irony), beginning in 1926 and probably linked ttee Home Rule club in Kilkenny
city, whose charter stated the ‘advancemer@atholic and Nationalist interests’ and
playing at least 15 matches in 1932 In terms of religion and the popular
association and idea that the game was thepre®f Protestants, of the 33 players of
the Thurles Great Southern and Véest Railway CC in the 1890s, 25 were
Catholic*?™ Likewise, cricket was still being @yed by the Catholic priests of St
Patrick’'s seminary, Thurles, in 1898. Tlgame saw Archbishop Croke, founder of
the GAA, attend where he was loudly cheetbds again reinforces the acceptability

of playing GAA sports and cricket by njoist nationalistut Catholics tod?"®
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Yet the 1880s posed grave challenges for cricket in Ireland, in a period that
surely saw the demise of the game agdely-played national pastime. By 1890 the
IFA had initiated both national cup competitions and an Irish Football League to
promote soccer with an extension to prmval branches by the end of the centt#fy.
Soccer had also gained sporting equalitshwhe other mainlandoccer associations
by gaining a seat on the international toban 1882 to coordinate the sport as
equalst?’’ The IRFU was participating imund-robin Home Nations matches from
1883 — 1884 and had established provincial cup competitions in Leinster, Ulster and
Munster by 1887°’® Between 1878 — 2006 the IRFU held 244 consecutive
international games at Lansdowne Roareating the national ground, focus and
folklore that Irish cricket never dif’® The GAA’s power and reach does not need
embellishment, but an interesting asidethat the three most powerful hurling
counties in GAA history — Kilkenny, Cork afdpperary — were all hotbeds of cricket
before the game’s retraction in these counties. These counties were particularly
dominant from the mid-1880s to thHE920s. O’Dwyer's work on Kilkenny and
Bracken’s work on Tipperary has showow popular cricket was in these areas
before being usurped by these gamesilsivithis thesis has shown the immense
popularity of cricket in Cork too. It would bruitful to investigate further to what
extent this earlier cricketingopularity then trasferred to hurlingonce cricket began
to retract around the turn ofeltentury, seeing the similariof skills needed to play
both games and the transferability of such actions.

Whilst cricket took some tentative admstrative steps in the 1880s like the
formation of a County Derry Cricket Unidf’° these were inferior not just to rival
sporting organisations in dland but also in comparison to Germany, with the
formation of a Bund in Berlin in 1891 tooordinate nationgblay and successfully
initiate a cricket league by 1898

Counterfactual history is something ah indulgence. Yet how far might
cricket in Ireland have gongeffective leadership hableen provided on a permanent
basis, if the game had professionaliseddeveloped competition to inspire greater

interest, if a leading national hero hadezged, great victories had been achieved
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against English teams in a period of frengynationalism or if a leading national
ground had emerged to create heritage astbilyi? More strikinty, what if Ireland
had been awarded the embryonic Test stattiseofime if standards had been slightly
higher, to become the third Test-playindioa after Australia and England but before
South Africa and the game had gone on tméss the nationalism of the early-to-mid
1870s in cricket? Of course, we shall never know.

What can be said is that cricket waseyion the verge of decline in Ireland in
1878 as a national pastime and pursuit, anddegaand largely forgotten era of Irish

cricket was about to close.
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Appendix one: a note on methodology

Creating a methodology for counting newspappores is an imperfect science, but it
was felt necessary to try and loosely essabihe popularityof the game. The author
admits the challenging nature of suchskfdut has tried to apply a methodology that
would be consistent, repeatable and réfledn all sports under consideration.

Finding records

Using newspaper digitised arels, returns for cricket were researched and analysed.
On the whole, the returns tfe search engines wereadted, although on occasions a
manual search of the daily newspaperéirtd records was necessary if returns were
incomplete or showing significant gaps (ofetd days or more between reports in the
months of June, July or August from 1865mainds). For the final chapter, if there
were any dates without returns for thenths of June, July or August, a manual
search was undertaken to emsthat as many records @suld reasonably be attained
were found for analysis to explain why critkeegan to retract. For some newspapers
under investigation — particulgrthe smaller newspaperssome records have been
untraceable.

If one is searching fofFhe Irish Timesarticles, please be aware that the search engine
landing page is one day behitie entry it then showcase& an article for 1 January
1871 would at first return appear as 31 December 1870.

Counting records

This was not a fault-proof process, but was deemed the most successful and
appropriate methodology availaio apply to all sports.

Any article that had a mention of a sport was counted as one newspaper report. This
did not take into account the length of aniicée, as to try taccount for length, size

of text and so on would be even more peofhtic. If a newspaper article then went

on to talk about an upcoming fixture wighspecified date, then subsequent matches
would be counted as individual reports tdbis was because somewspapers would
clearly differentiate each new fixture as avrarticle with a line space or gap, whilst
some newspapers would just have onelsitigt of upcoming games. Defining the
former as worthy of individual reportbut the latter as notvould thus seem
unrepresentative and inconsistent.

Counting each reference to a match ie fature as a newspaper report seemed
reasonable and was applied consistentlysscadl sports. Withoutloing this, hunting
and horse racing would have been significalgss reported, as often their newspaper
reports were lists of major upcoming fixtuiadist form. To thushave only counted a
list of say twenty upcoming horse racinghamting fixtures as one newspaper report
and equal to a one-line rdswf a football or cricke match would seem unfair.
Counting of matches as individual repootsly applied to matches with a definitive
fixed date, as a loose reference to a métel would be played ‘sometime in June’
seemed to lack solidity to be counted aslable fixture. End-of-season reviews were
only counted as one report, as to tryrtdividually count each game that was relayed
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in a report with varying deges of analysis and explticm seemed unnecessary and
would have made the process less scienfifie length of an event did not affect its
counting or lead to increased counting:asthree day cricket match advertised in an
article was only counted asme newspaper report.

References to events that do not relateahe specific sport were not counted: for
example, DickensCricket in the Heartlwas not counted in cricket tallies.

To loosely ascertain whethegports on cricket were refsron cricket in Ireland or
overseas cricket, counting was made da ttational placing of the report. So for
example a match report about Phoenayplg the Vice Regal Lodge would obviously
be one Irish cricket report, whereas th€® playing Sussex would be counted as an
overseas report. There were a few isolajegly articles, about how to identify for
example a general article about crickitat might have been reprinted after
publication in a mainland plibation. Unless an articleould be proven to be
distinctly overseas in interefike on New Zealand cricket) opposed to an article on
cricket with a particular focus for Irish cricketers like LBW laws, articles were
considered of Irish nature &lse appeal and focus was Itesh cricket in its widest
sense.

Cricket does somewhat benefit from the molearly identifiable label it possesses:
searching for ‘cricket’ is fairly clear-cuwwhereas searching for other sports under
consideration was more difficult, as thheames applied to rugby could have been
either ‘rugby’ or ‘football.” Athletics eventsvere referred to as ‘races’ or ‘athletic
sports.” To try and untangle these in adst on cricket would have been impossible,
and the author again repeats that these diyare indicative and not absolute. As a
result, and drawing attention to the passibility within any reasonable time
constraints to do anything but what was utalen, one term was used consistently
for all sports considered to try to ackeesome degree of uniformity in research.

The terms used for finding these adilwere: horse racing — ‘races;’ hunting —
‘hunting;’” hurling — *hurling;” athletics — ‘athletic;’ rugby, Gaelic football and soccer
— ‘football;” yachting and rowig — ‘regatta.” Some sported to be grouped together
as it was often unclear which sport was betayed when a similar term was used to
describe different sports. For example, attg’ was used for bottowing or yachting,
and there was often no cladentification as to whickport was being partaken.

Identifying teams

Naturally, it was sometimes difficult to distinguish exactly which team was being
referred to. For example, ‘Medical Schoaeh Dublin could mean the Dublin
University Medical School or the Medic&8chool in Cecilia Street at this time.
Likewise, in Armagh a variety of schoolgere mentioned, such as Royal School
Armagh, Armagh School and Armagh Colleges tikelihood beinghese three terms
were used to describe only one schedhe Royal School Armagh - although there
was a College Street School playing in the town too. To further confuse matters, the
Royal School was sometimes referred tdGallege’ even in lgal reports showing
the inaccurate nature of reporting evenldnalities. Where in doubt the author has
used his discretion to best identify theam as far as possible, and has been
conservative in estimation and noting ofearh to avoid claims of duplication or
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generous accounting. Where doubt existetbabe exact team iquestion, a /' has
been used to show possible alternative naming.

In identifying teams as ‘club,” ‘military’'or ‘scratch’ a few resources were used.
Primarily, the way in which these teams were reported in newspapers was used to
guide the decision. The military teams revefairly easy to identify, but the
ascertaining of whether a club was a genwld team or an informal or sporadic
association was a nebuloastivity. Newspapers madgear distinguishing between
scratch teams and clubs: clubs were norntélgd as ‘CC’ whilst scratch teams were
often bracketed with quotation marks aroihem and without being noted as ‘CC.’
However, this was of course at thesatetion of the journalist, who may have
exaggerated the nature of such teaws,indeed been mistl by writings to a
newspaper whereby local individualsflated their organisation beyond scratch
association to club level. The namingtedms such as ‘Mr Wd's eleven’ obviously
gave a lead on the nature of the teafthough within this there were club teams
named after an individual and other sugbups that were geme teams. Trying to
define whether the Gentlemen of Ireland warelub’ or ‘scratch’ team is tricky: on
the one hand, they had consistency of plegritage and a clear playing base; on the
other, they drifted in and out of exiatee between years and had no fixed Honorary
Secretary or ground. Within this, the readshould not be alarmed to see teams
moving from being scratch elevens to clubdater years, and the best judgement
possible has always been made to try andhdisish in this task. At the conclusion of
research, if readers disagree with the targagroupings the author makes, the author
would fall back to the overateporting of teams in any ygn year as a baseline of
popularity.

Teams have been listed as long as theygglayne game in the season mentioned: no
tally was kept of how many games each tgdayed due to the sheer number of teams
involved. This is unsatisfactory, but estabimg) this research data was significantly
difficult and time-consuming enough befdrging to account how many games over
500 teams played in any given year.

In addition, it should be noted that teams hamly been recorded ithe team lists if
they might be consideredlsna fiderepresentative, externally-playing team: so for
example, 2XIs of a club were noted, bam internal match oliberals versus
Conservatives or boarders versus day pupgse not. This is to try and keep the
study as focused as much as possible presenting genuine and sincere matches,
compared to friendly play internally inuds. In this way, a club playing 1XI versus
next XXIl would be noted as having three teamghis year as this would represent as
close to genuine competitive play as mightfeaend in internal matches, but if there
were a friendly match noted as moustachersus clean-shaven then this would not
be counted as two club teams playing, evendfub was thereforelding at least 22
players in a given season. Titadionale for this is that duto the duplicity of naming,
some clubs could be over-represented drgveam of Liberals, Conservatives, Irish-
educated, English-educated, surnamesA-dfl and N-Z were ounted as separate
teams for a given club. School teams pafst and present were amalgamated in
counting with the school itsel§o a school that played bhaots a team of the boys and
as a past and present teamwd only be counted as onaie for the year, as it was
felt that to count two teams would be unfas the schoolboys would then be counted
twice. Old boys’ teams were counted sepdyads a team if they competed on their
own in any given year wibut current boys’ involvement.
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This is a fluid and subjective task, in difference say to clubs paying affiliation fees to
the IFA or IRFU in their early days. Bwithout a central administrative body’s
records and membership fees to conshére is no otheiormula available.

Problems of team identitition in a national study

It should also be noted that there will tnemerous teams that have not been identified
nationally but that were playing locally aounties. This becomes abundantly clear if
one reads some of the excellent countsstdries of cricket in Ireland, where many
teams did not send records to the major dagyvspapers in Dublin or Belfast to
publicise their play. This was a problem even for local historians of cricket like Pat
Bracken and Tom Hunt, where they found tagn in counties some clubs were not
recorded in local county newspapers, a pobthat is only multiplied in a national
study.

Identifying military teams with absolut@recision was sometimes difficult, as

references to ‘the King’s Dragoon Guardsuld mean numerous regiments with such
a title (there were four such Dragoon regnts named in connection to ‘The King’),

or could represent an associational te@mprising men of different regiments of

such terming playing under this banndrikewise, garrison teams may have

represented one regiment or numerous @estbased in a barracks. However, most
military teams were clearly and easily identified.

The problem of crowd estimates

Numbers for spectators are difficult tocagain due to limited enclosure beyond
grounds being properties ofutls. Newspapers were makiagtimates for all sports,
so the inconsistencies and difficulties ftdly quantify accurately are likely to be
universal, and with the absence of detgiklub records showing ticket revenue or
sales (unlike in the limited companies fotball clubs in Victorian Britain),
newspaper reports are the only real sourcelaaito use, utilised as they are with
caution.

Whilst the author appreciaehat reading this methoagly might seem confusing or
difficult, it is worth stating that the ovehelming majority of newspaper reports and
teams were easy to analyse and digest.
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Appendix two: records of newspaper reporting

P=Protestant
U=Unionist
C=Catholic
N=Nationalist

Please note that the denoting for eachyefdr each newspaper is: total reports on
cricket followed by the bracketed numberdregh and then overseasicket reports.

n/a denotes that records were not available for this year.

Newspaper reports for cricket for 1848 - 1859:

Belfast | The Nenagh | Anglo- | Freeman’s| The Tuam Year
News- Irish Guardian | Celt Journal Nation | Herald | totals
Letter Times | (P) (N) (C/N) (C/N) (N)
(P/V) (P/VU)
1848 3 (1+2) 2 (1+1) 1 0 2(1+1) | 1 (1+0) | 9
(1+0)
1849 3 (2+1) 41 (39+2) 1 0 n/a n/a 45
(1+0)
1850 1 (1+0) 16 (10+6) 1 0 0 n/a 18
(0+1)
1851 10 (3+7) 16 (15+1) O 3 (2+1) 2 (0+2 n/a 31
1852 4 (3+1) 6 (5+1) 0 7 (3+4) 0 n/a 17
1853 6 (6+0) 6 (6+0) 0 12 (12+0) O n/a 24
1854 15 1 (0+1) 0 6 (2+4) 2 (0+2)| nla 24
(12+3)
1855 15 5 (4+1) 1 7 (5+2) 3(0+3) | n/a 31
(13+2) (1+0)
1856 26 8 (6+2) 3 32(29+3) | 1(0+1) | n/a 70
(21+5) (0+3)
1857 50 3 (3+0) 0 46 (42+4)| 1 (0+1)| nl/a 100
(43+7)
1858 62 1859 10(9+1) | O 55 (54+1)] 1(0+1)] nl/a 128
(57+5) | first
publicati
-on
1859 90 78 12 (10+2) | 3 33 (30+3) | 1(0+1) | n/a 217
(68+22) | (57+21) (0+3)
Totals | 285 78 126 10 201 13 1 714
1848 -
1859
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Newspaper reports for cricket for 1860 — 1866

Year Belfast The Irish | Nenagh | Anglo- | Freeman’s| The Tuam Year totals
News- Times Guardian| Celt Journal Nation | Herald
Letter (P/U) (P) (N) (C/N) (C/N) (N)
(P/V)
1860 88 148 68 (60+ |2 (1+1) | 57 (50+7)| nl/a n/a 363
(72+16) | (113+35) | 8)
1861 81 311 14 (9+45) | n/a 261 (217+0 n/a 667
(66+15) | (246+65) 44)
1862 130 (94+ | 363 53 (22+ |nl/a 299 (271+ n/a n/a 845
36) (341+22) | 31) 28)
1863 68 (52+ | 432 23 n/a 387 (372+ n/a n/a 910
16) (416+16) | (12+11) 15)
1864 115 (95+ | 584 27 (19+ |n/a 799 (785 | 3 (2+1) | n/a 1528
20) (561+23) | 8) +14)
1865 186 (165 | 524 (507 | 71 (59+ |nl/a 737 (722 |9 (8+1) | n/a 1527
+21) +17) 12) +15)
1866 274 (263 | 622 (600 |49 (42+ |nla 1000 12 n/a 1957
+11) +22) 7) (986+14) | (11+1)
Totals | 942 2984 305 2 3540 24 0 7797
1860 -
1866
Newspaper reports for cricket for 1867 — 1872:
Year Belfast The Irish Nenagh | Anglo- | Freeman’s| The Tuam Year totals
News- Times Guardian| Celt Journal Nation | Herald
Letter (P/U) (P) (N) (CIN) (CIN) | (N)
(P/U)
1867 199 (177 | 774 36 1 (1+0) | 783 1(0+1) | 33 1827
+22) (752+22) | (28+8) (771+12) (33+0)
1868 402 975 (900 |38 3 (3+0) | 543 17 5(5+0) | 1983
(363+39) | +75) (28+10) (527+16) | (15+2) | but
records
available
only up
to 11
July
1868
1869 434 (349 | 1128 41 0 235 3(2+1) | n/a 1841
+85) (1062+66) | (35+6) (227+8)
1870 682 (626 | 1162 24 1(1+0) | 265 14 17 2165
+56) (1059+103)| (14+10) (248+17) | (3+11) | (16+1)
1871 545 (518 | 982 28 6 (6+0) | 266 5(5+0) | 36 1868
+27) (935+47) | (23+5) (254+12) (36+0)
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1872 522 (451 | 1218 n/a 4 (4+0) | 672 5@@+1) | 0 2421
+71) (1177+41) (648+24)

Totals 2784 6239 167 15 2764 45 91 12,105

1867 -

1872

Newspaper reports for cricket for 1873 — 1878:

Year Belfast The Irish Nenagh | Anglo- | Freeman’s| The Tuam Year
News- Times Guardian | Celt Journal Nation | Herald | totals
Letter (P/U) (P) (N) (C/N) (C/N) (N)
(P/U)

1873 280 (228 | 1327 49 (42+7) | O 1427 5(+0) | 9(9+0) | 3097
+52) (1236+91) (1399+28)

1874 947 (900 | 1284 64 n/a 774 3(3+0) | 15 3087
+47) (1235+49) | (52+12) (752+22) (14+1)

1875 1053 745 38 (31+7) | n/a 1028 7(6+1) | 23 2894
(1014+39) | (700+45) (1008+20) (23+0)

1876 1150 850 50 n/a 1172 4 (4+0) | 16 3242
(1093+57) | (780+70) (40+10) (1152+20) (13+3)

1877 1142 1052 54 (49+5) | n/a 1067 0 n/a 3315
(1104 (950+102) (1046+21)
+38)

1878 423 1029 30 (21+9) | n/a 1023 3(3+0) | n/a 2508
(408+15) | (818+211) (994+29)

Totals | 4995 6287 285 0 6491 22 63 18,143

1873 -

1878

Number of reports
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Diagram fifteen: the number of newspaper reports on cricket in the selected Irish
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Appendix three: crickgkeams in Ireland in 1874

Wherever possible, the county details havenbgrovided with the club to guide the
reader as to geographical locati. For some clubs, it waspossible to locate their
place with relative certainty, and thusome teams do not have a geographical
location next to their name. Where onlyoaigh location of a team was ascertainable,
‘Belfast area’ etc. was used denote a team’s approxate location. It should be
clear that if a geographical location waascertainable, then this would not be
labelled as ‘Dublin area’: this term was only used when a team had a non-
geographical name. So for example, a club from Trim in Co Meath would not be
given as ‘Dublin area’ as a county and town place was easily identifiable: this
terming was saved for mainly urban teams for whom exact details were not
forthcoming.

Academic Institute, Harcourt Street, Dublin

Academic Institute 2XI

Academic Institute 3XI

Adare, Co Limerick

Adelaide Hall orphanage school, Dublin / past and present
Adelaide Hall 2XI

Albion, Dublin area

Albion, Belfast area

Alexandria (John Arnott & Co business), Belfast
Annsboro, Belfast

Apollo, Dublin area

Arlington House School (Queen’s counfyArlington, Portarlington / Portarlington
School (Arlington House iBortarlington School — sé¢andbook 1874-75.154)
Ard, Co Galway

Ardee, Co Louth

Ardoyne, Belfast area

Arranmore, Dublin area

Armagh (Armagh town, not county), Co Armagh

Armagh Royal School, Co Armagh

Articlave, Belfast area

Ashfield, Belfast area

Ashley, Belfast area

Athlone, Co Westmeath

Athy, Co Kildare

Aughnacloy, Belfast area

Ballina, Co Mayo

Ballinware, Co Tipperary area
Ballincollig, Co Cork

Ballybrack, Dublin

Ballymackey, Co Tipperary area
Ballymahon, Co Longford
Ballymena, Co Antrim
Ballymoney, Co Antrim
Ballynahinch, Belfast area
Ballyna, Dublin area
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Ballysillan, Belfast area / Ballyillan, Belfast area
Bamford, Co Kilkenny
Banagher, Co Londonderry
Banagher, King’s County
Bandon, Co Cork

Bank of Ireland, Dublin
Bantry, Co Cork

Ballystanley

Bective, Dublin area

Bective 2XI

Bective 3XI

Bective College, Dublin area
Bective College 2XI
Belgrave, Dublin

Belleville, Dublin area
Belleville 2XI

Belmont, King’'s County
Belvidere, Dublin (pesumably the school)
Belvidere 2XI

Belvoir, Dublin

Benlomond

Bessbrook, Belfast area

Birr, King’s County
Blessington, Co Wicklow
Borris, Co Carlow

Botanic, Belfast area
Brandon, Ardfert, Co Galway
Bromley, Co Wicklow area
Brookfield, Belfast area
Brunswick School, Dublin area
Butterflies, Dublin area
Buttevant, Co Cork

Cabhir, Co Tipperary

Carlow Borough, Co Carlow

Carlow College, Co Carlow

Carlow College (past)

Carlisle, Dublin area

Carlton, Dublin area

Carmichael School of Medicine, Dublin
Carney, Co Tipperary area
Carrickmacross, Co Monaghan
Carrigbyrne, Co Waterford area

Cashel, Co Tipperary

Castleblaney, Co Monaghan
Castlecomer, Co Kilkenny

Castlecomer Brass Band CC, Co Kilkenny
Castlecomer Catholic Young Men’s Society, Co Kilkenny
Castlewellen, Belfast area

Cavan Royal School, Co Cavan
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Central, Belfast area

Church Temporalities Office, Dublin
Civil Service, Dublin

Clashnevin

Cliftonville, Belfast

Cliftonville 2XI

Clongowes Wood College, Co Kildare
Clongowes Wood (past)
Cloughjordan, Co Tipperary
Cloughjordan 2XI

Clonmel, Co Cork

Co Carlow

Co Cork

Commercial, Dublin area

Coleraine Academical InstitutionColeraine Academy, Co Londonderry
Coleraine Academical Institution (past), Co Londonderry
Comber, Co Down

Comber 2XI

Comber Mill / Comber Spinning Mill, Co Down
Comber Spinning Mill 2XI

Comber Spinning Mill Junior
Commercial, Cork, Co Cork
Coologorna, Co Tipperary area
Coolattin, Co Wicklow

Corbetstown, Co Westmeath

Cork, Co Cork

Corking, Co Kerry area

Corry, Co Leitrim

Court, Co Donegal

Court, Rathkeale, Co Limerick
Courtmacsherry, Co Cork

Cozy Lodge, Dublin

Curragawn, Co Tipperary

Custom House, Dublin

Dalriada, Belfast area

Delgany, Co Wicklow

Derry Academical Institution, Co Londonderry
Derrylamogue Shamrocks, Co Louth
Dolphin / Royal Dolphin, Dublin

Co Down

Dreadnought, Dundalk area

Drenagh, Newtonlimavady

Drogheda Grammar School, Co Louth
Dublin Total Abstinence

Dufferin Villas, Belfast area

Dundalk, Co Louth

Dundalk Grammar School, Co Louth
Dundalk Grammar School 2XI
Dundrum, Co Tipperary
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Dungannon, Co Tyrone

Dungannon Junior, Co Tyrone
Dungannon Royal School, Co Tyrone
Dungannon Royal School (past)
Dungarvan, Co Waterford

Dunsany, Co Meath

Eagle, Dublin area
Eblana, Dublin area
Edenderry, King’s County
Effra

Eglington, Belfast area
Eglinton, Dublin area
Eglinton 2XI

Eglinton 3XI

Elcho, Dublin area

Elm, Dublin area
Elmwood, Belfast area
Emerald, Dublin area
Emeriti, Dublin area
Enfield, Belfast area
Ennis, Co Clare

Ennis College, Co Clare
Ennistymon, Co Clare
Eureka, Warrenpoint, Co Down
Excelsior, Dublin area

Falls Road, Belfast

Finglas, Dublin

Forth River, Belfast area

Foyle College, Derry, Co Londonderry
Foxhall, King’s County

Foxrock, Dublin

French College, Blackrock, Dublin
French College 2XI

French College 3XI

French College (past)

Galgorm ‘Kafoozleum’ / Galgorm, Belfast area
Co Galway

Galway city / town, Co Galway

Galway Shamrocks, Co Galway

Gardiner Street club of Dublifiotal Abstinence League, Dublin
Geashill, King’'s County

Gentlemen of Ireland

Gilford, Co Down

Glenahilty, Co Tipperary

Glenbank, Belfast area

Glenmore, Belfast area
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Glens of Antrim, Co Antrim
Gloucester Street School, Dublin
Gormanstown, Co Meath
Gort, Co Galway

Gortmore, Co Cork

Gowran, Co Kilkenny
Gracehill Academy, Co Antrim
Granville, Belfast area
Greenwood, Belfast area
Green Vale, Waterford area
Groomsport, Belfast area
Grosvenor, Dublin

Hardwicke Street School, Dublin
Harkaway, Dublin area

Harkaway 2XI

Harvey, near Ballystanley, King’'s County
Hazelbrook, Dublin area

Hazelbrook 2XI

Heywood, Queen’s County

Hibernian Bank, Dublin

Hillorook School, Hollywood, Co Down
Hillbrook School 2XI

Hollyville Park School, Dublin area
Hollyville Park School 2XI

Inniscarra, Co Cork
Innisfail, Dublin area
Ireland / All Ireland

Kells, Co Meath

Kenkora, Belfast area
Kenmare, Co Kerry

Co Kerry

Kilbeggan, Co Westmeath
Kilcoleman, Tipperary area
Co Kilkenny

Killadysert, Co Clare
Killarney, Co Kerry
Killavinogue, Abbey View, presumably Trim, Co Meath
Killiney, Dublin

Killiney School, Dublin
Killyleagh, Co Down
Killyleagh 2XI

Killyleagh Juvenile

Killyman, Co Tyrone

Killyman Rangers, Co Tyrone
Kilmore, Co Meath
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Kilultagh, Belfast area

Kingsbury, Dublin area

Kingsbury 2XI

Kingsbury 3XI

Kingstown School / past and present, Dublin
Kingstown School 2XI

Knights of the Green, Ballinasloe, Co Galway
Knock, Belfast

Lahinch, Co Clare

Leinster, Dublin

Leinster 2XI

Leinster Shamrocks, Kilkenny area, Co Kilkenny
Leopardstown, Dublin

Co Limerick

Lismore, Co Waterford

Listowel, Co Kerry

Lombard, Dublin area

Co Longford

Co Londonderry

Longford town, Co Longford
Loughgall, Co Armagh

Co Louth

Lurgan, Co Armagh

Lurgan Demesne, Lurgan, Co Armagh

Maghera, Belfast area

Magpies, Dublin area

Malahide, Dublin

Malahide 2XI

Maryboro, Queen’s County

Maryville, Dublin area

Maryville, Cork, Co Cork

Mayfield, Waterford area

Meath, Co Meath (a club, not a county team)
Merrion Wanderers, Dublin

Merrivale, Dublin area

Methodist College, Belfast

Middleton, Co Cork

Middleton College, Co Cork

Milford, Co Donegal

Monaghan, Co Monaghan

Monaghan Diocesan School, Co Monaghan
Monaghan School (different to Monaghan €ssan School as th@yayed each other
in this year), Co Monaghan

Monasterevan, Queen’s County

Mountjoy, Dublin area

Mountrath, Queen’s County

Mountmellick, Queen’s County
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Mountpleasant, Dublin area
Munster Bar, Co Cork area

Na Shuler

Naas and Co Kildare, Co Kildare
National Bank, Dublin

Navan, Co Meath

Neal’s, Dublin area

Nenagh, Co Tipperary

New Ross, Co Wexford
Newcastle West, Co Limerick
Newtownmountkennedy, Co Wicklow
North of Ireland, Belfast

North Down, Co Down

North River, Belfast area

North Tipperary, Co Tipperary

Oakwood, Co Cork

Old Park, Belfast area

Old Park Print Works, Belfast area
Osborne, Dublin area

Qulart, Co Wexford

Parsonstown, King’s County
Parsonstown School, King’s County
Pembroke, Dublin

Pembroke 2XI

Phoenix, Dublin

Pocock College

Portadown, Co Armagh

Portaferry, Belfast area
Portarlington, Queen’s County
Portobello, Dublin

Portora Royal School, Enniskillen, Co Fermanagh

Portora Royal School (past)
Probate Court, Dublin
Prospect, Belfast area

Queen’s College, Belfast
Queen’s College, Belfast 2XI
Queen’s College, Cork, Co Cork

Ramblers, Dublin area

Ranelagh School, Dublin

Raphoe Royal School, Co Donegal
Rathowen, Co Westmeath
Rathfarnham, Dublin
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Rathmines School / past and present, Dublin
Rialto, Dublin

RIC band, Dublin

Riverstown Amateur, Co Westmeath
Rochester, Dublin area

Rock, Cashel, Co Tipperary

Rockwell College, Co Tipperary
Roscommon town, Co Roscommon

Co Roscommon

Roscrea, Co Tipperary

Roscrea Young Men’s Society, Co Tipperary
Roscrea Borderers, Co Tipperary

Route, Co Antrim

Royal Academical Institutiongast and present, Belfast

Royal Academical Institution 2XI
Royal Academical Institution 3XI
Royal Academical Institution 4XI
Royal Academical Institution 5XI
Royal Albert, Dublin

Royal William, Dublin

Rutland, Dublin

Santry School, Dublin

Santry School 2XI

Saintfield, Belfast area
Scotchmount, Belfast area
Seapoint, Dublin area

Shankhill, Dublin area

Shamrock, Belfast area
Shelbourne, Dublin

Shields’ Institution, Belfast area
Shrigley, Belfast area

Shrigley Juvenile / Junior

Shirks

Skibbereen, Co Cork

Slane, Co Meath

Sligo, Co Sligo

Sligo Diocesan School, Co Sligo
Snugville, Belfast area

Somerton, Dublin area

Sopwell, Co Tipperary

South Tipperary, Co Tipperary

St Aidan’s, Ferns, Co Wexford

St Brendan'’s College, Killarney, Co Kerry
St Brendan’s College, Killarney 2XI
St Brendan’s College, Killarney 3XI
St Brendan’s Junior

St Columba’s College, Dublin

St James’, Dublin area

St John’s College, Newport, Tippeyd Newport School, Co Tipperary
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St Joseph’s Day School, Banahon, Co Longford
St Kevin'’s, Dublin area

St Lawrence, Co Kilkenny area

St Malachy’s, Belfast area

St Mary’s College, Dundalk, Co Louth
St Mary’s College, Dundalk (past)

St Michael’s Day School, Co Longford
St Stanislaus’ College, King’s County
Star, Belfast area

Star, Dublin area

Steevens’ School of Medicine, Dublin
Stephen’s Green, Dublin

Stock Exchange, Dublin

Stoics, Dublin area

Strokestown, Co Roscommon
Strollers, Dublin area

Summerhill, Co Cork

Summerhill, Co Cork 2XI

Summerhill, Co Meath

Sunburst, Dublin area

Sunday’s Well, Co Cork

Sydenham, Belfast

Tandragee, Belfast area

Tergarvil, Belfast area

Telegraph, Dublin area
Temperance League / Temperance, Dublin
Templemichael, Co Tipperary
Thurles, Co Tipperary

Tinahely, Co Wicklow

Tipperary town, Co Tipperary
Tralee Commercial, Co Kerry
Tramore, Co Waterford

Tuam, Co Galway

Tuam Diocesan School, Co Galway
Tubbercurry, Co Sligo

Tullamore, King’s County

Turtulla, Thurles, Co Tipperary
Tyone, Co Tipperary

Ulster, Belfast

Ulster 2XI

Ulsterville, Belfast area

Union, Belfast area

Union 2XI

United, Co Cork

Unity, Dublin area

University / University (pastrad present) / Dublin University
University 2XI
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University Boat Club, Dublin University
University Medical School, Dublin University
Upperlands, Belfast area

Vice Regal

Wanderers, Belfast area
Wanderers, Dublin area
Waringstown, Lurgan, Co Down
Warrington, Dublin area

Warrington 2XI

Waterford, Co Waterford

Waverlies, Belfast

Weeping Willows, Belfast
Wellington (Bank Buildings), Belfast
Wellington, Dublin area

Wells, Co Carlow

Wesleyan Connexional School / past and present, Dublin
Whiteabbey, Belfast

Whiteabbey 2XI

Whitewell Print Works, Belfast area
Co Wicklow

Williamston, Dublin area

Winton

Wolfhill, Belfast area

York Street club of Dublin TotaéAbstinence League, Dublin
Youghal, Co Cork

Military teams

Antrim Rifles Militia

Armagh Garrison

Army Service Crops, Dublin area

No 11 company Army Service Corps
Cavan Militia

Channel Fleet

Officers of the Channel Fleet

Cork Garrison

Curragh Camp

Curragh Camp cavalry officers
Curragh Camp infantry officers
Clare Garrison (8 Buffs)

Dublin Garrison

Garrisons of Ulster

Grenadier Guards {Iregiment of Foot Guards)
3 battalion Grenadier Guards
Officers of HMS Raleigh
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HMS Defence

King’s Dragoon Guards
Limerick Garrison

Ordnance Survey / Survey
Royal Artillery

Royal Foot Artillery, 14 brigade
Royal Horse Artillery
Richmond barracks
Templemore Garrison
Thurles Garrison

2" Queen’s regiment

4" Dragoon Guards

5" Dragoon Guards

5" Dragoon Guards junior eleven
6" regiment

6™ Iniskilling Dragoons

7" Dragoon Guards

8" Hussars

Band of the 8 Hussars

12" regiment

| company 12 regiment

13" Light Infantry

13" Light Infantry 2% battalion
17" Lancers

2" battalion 17 regiment

H company ¥ battalion 1% regiment
25" regiment

27" regiment

29" regiment

35" regiment

46" regiment

61% regiment

79" regiment

94" regiment

Scratch teams

Annsboro and district

18 of Carlow and district

C.P. Coote’s eleven

Captain Dickson’s eleven
Captain McCalmont's eleven'{8Hussars)
Catholic Colleges

Captain Richardson’s eleven
Clough and district

Dr Morewood’s eleven

Dr Traill's eleven

Dublin University racket court
Dunmurry & District

English schools

273



Everton

Impregnable

Irish schools

Lord Fitzwilliam’s eleven
Major Curtis’ eleven

Melville

Mr Adair’s eleven

Mr Bain’s eleven

Mr Black’s eleven

Mr Brooke’s eleven

Mr Caffrey’s eleven

Mr J.R. Carolin’s eleven

Mr G.D. Casey’s eleven

Mr Corbett’s eleven

Mr J. D’Arcy’s eleven

Mr Giveen's eleven

Mr Jack’s eleven

Mr Johnson’s eleven / Mr C Johnston’s eleven
Mr J. Kirwan’s eleven

Mr Latouche’s eleven

Mr Leslie’s eleven

Mr Lyle’s eleven

Mr McDonald’s eleven

Mr Parnell’s eleven, Avondale
Mr Perse’s eleven

Mr W. Tisdall’s eleven

Mr Verner’s eleven

Mr Warren’s eleven

Mr White’s eleven

Plains

Rathmines schoolmasters
Royal Alb

Sir William Osborne’s eleven
Tuam Palace and Castlehackett
16 of Co Tyrone

United Belfast

W. O’'Hara’s eleven

Totals: 432 club teams; 51 military teams; 50 scratch teams. Totalling at least 533
teams in Ireland in 1874.
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Appendix four: geographical details aficket teams in Ireland in 1874

Using appendix three, of the 432 clubs teal?4 can be traced to Dublin and the
surrounding area and 69 to Belfast ahd surrounding areaVhilst a significant
contribution to club numbershis does still mean that %ercent of club teams were
not from Dublin or Belfast, the twvmajor conurbations in the country.

In this year, at least orgdub team can be found in af the 32 countig in Ireland,
and in many counties numerous clubs.
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Appendix five: businesses found selliciicketing goods in Ireland 1867 — 1872

General shops in Belfast: Riddel andn@many were selling cricketing goods in
Belfast Belfast News-Letted2 July 1867); T. Hghes, cricket professional to NICC,
was selling a range of crickgear at the NICC homeaund at Ormeau Road in 1868
(Belfast News-Lettet6 May 1868); H. Wharton was 8§ cricket bats and balls at
the Royal Scottish Bazaar in Belfast (SBelfast News-Letter3 May 1869 for
example); Greer’s of High Street, IBest was selling cricketing goodBé€lfast News-
Letter,20 June 1871).

General shops in Dublin: Philip Patman was selling cricketing and archery
appendages by auction for many days in December 1867 in Dubkenian’s
Journal 17 December 1867); Carey Brothers weli@agiauctioning as a form of sale
on a consistent basis for cricket bats in early 1#&8gman’s Journal25 January
1868). Please note that both Patman andyCaseabove appear to be shopkeepers
selling by auction, not being auctiongeliquidating assets which have been
discounted in general business countinguash efforts were one-off events. Reynolds
and Co were selling cricketing equipment in Dublin in 18B88e(Irish Times2 May
1868); Edward Keevil and Company, pipe ke and tobaccongst were selling
cricketing goods in 1868The Nation, 8 August 1868 for example for a total of 12
ads) presumably in Dublias no specified address was givand this was the city of
publication for the said newspaper; Carletowere stocking criet goods in 1871 in
Dublin (Freeman’s Journall8 January 1871); Stephen’se®n Divisional Saleroom

in Dublin were selling cricketing goods in 18 Aréeman’s Journal22 June 1871);
Lawlor, Hill and Co were selling cricketing goods in 1872 in Dubkneéman’s
Journal,4 January 1872); J.D. Askins werelisgl cricketing goods in Dublin in 1872
(The Irish Times16 March 1872); Mackintosh ando’s had a clearance sale of
croquet, cricket and archery in 1872 in Dublirh¢ Irish Times26 August 1872).
John Lawrence can also naturaiy added to this list.

Apparel and clothing shops in Dublin: Badwés of Dublin were selling cricket hats
in the summer of 1867 (ségeeman’s Journal25 May 1867 for example); cricket
boots were being sold by Richard Hackett’'s of Dublin in 18d¥e(Irish Times25
May 1867); T. Webb and Co were offering kskin cricket boots in Dublin in 1870
(Freeman’s Journal 10 June 1870 for examplefienny and Owers were selling
cricket trousers in Dublin in 1870lje Irish Times7 April 1870); Lemass’s were
selling cricket caps and hats in 1871 in Dubkmegman’s Journal4 April 1871);
J.S. Wilson of Dublin were selling criclkeg shirts which were cashmere and cotton
in comparison to the normal flannels in 186&é Irish Times25 May 1868); J.
Murray’s were selling cricket shoes in Dublin in 188h¢ Irish Times21 October
1869). John Boon of 96 Graft Street was advertigirat the back of thelandbookin
1868-69, selling scarves, bracets. (there are no page mhbers, so please see the
back of theHandbookin this year for this example). The following Belfast retailers
were selling goods too: Georpansfield was selling crickimg clothing in Belfast in
the summer of 1867Bglfast News-Letterll May 1867 for example); Simpson and
Marshall of Belfast were sefig cricketing trousers in 187®¢lfast News-Letter]
June 1870); Heaton and Co were sellingkaimg outfits in the summer of 1871 in
Belfast Belfast News-Letterl June 1871 for example); Watson and Henderson in
Belfast in 1872 were selling cricket sho&elfast News-Letterl6 April 1872 for
example).
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Toy manufacturers sold crictieg goods at this time: Barrett's of Stephen’s Green in
Dublin were stocking an array of ‘toys, games and fancy goods’ including those for
cricket, croquet and archery seemingimed at the young or for indoor u3é¢ Irish
Times 27 February 1867) and a later report frafdublin exhibition described him as
showecasing ‘juvenile toysand cricket outfits tooThe Irish Times24 April 1867); a

new toy, basket & fancy goods warehouse odaneébonegall Place, Belfast in 1871
selling cricketing good<Belfast News-Letted 0 July 1871).

Prizes and cups were a prime business at this time: Mr William Gibson, jeweller in
Donegall Place in Belfast, displayed the gupakards and jugs being competed for at
the athletic sports being held at NICC Jane 1871 in addition to use for general
cricketing use Belfast News-Lette® June 1871); Thomas Brunker was selling cups
and prizes suitable for cricket and foot mae Dublin’s Grafon Street in May 1869
(The Irish Times5 May 1869).

Tents, cricket nets and rollers were on sale at this time: William Bailey was selling
tents, marquees and flags by exhibiting trerthe All England Even versus twenty-
two Gentlemen of Ireland match in Trini@ollege Park in Dblin in June 1868
(Freeman’s Journal 23 June 1868); exhibitors dhe Royal Agricultural Show
included a stand with marquees, tents #lags for a variety ofsports, including
cricket Belfast News-Lette August 1872), with a separate company offering tents
for a variety of sports includingricket at this event tooBélfast News-Letter§
August 1872); O'Brien, Kearney and Co weselling cricket nets in Dublin in 1869
(Freeman’s Journal27 March 1869 for example); Green’s Patent Rollers were on
sale for lawns, bowling greenadcricket fields in 1867 (sde&reeman’s Journal27
April 1867 for example); Shanks’ pateniMamoving machines were back on sale
from 1868 onwards, having been popular in the early 1860B6d&est News-Letter

29 May 1868 and 20 April 1869 for exampleedfan and Sons of Fishamble Street,
Dublin were advertising in the back of thiandbookfor their lawn mowers, rollers
and benches for cricket at this time (@ere no page numbers, but please see the
back of the 1867-68landbookfor example). The Atlantielotel, Miltown, Co Clare,
were keen to advertise their ability to hosicket, croquet and archery clubs in their
hotel groundsKreeman’s Journalll July 1868) whilst Thomas Kirby continued to
host fireworks at Sandymount cricket clublate July 1867, claimig he was still the
pyrotechnical artist to the Vicero¥lfe Irish Times27 July 1867).

Ticket selling was a popular busineggportunity: Marks's Upholstery Warehouse
were selling tickets to the United South Bhgland versus twenty-two of Dublin
University CC match in 187F(eeman’s Journal26 May 1871). The following were
selling tickets, with all buttwo of them not cross-ferenced in selling items
elsewhere (all fronFreeman’s Journal23 June 1868): Mr Madden, cigar importer,
of 119 Grafton Street; Mr @agan, outfitter, of 118 Gfton Street; Mr Yeates,
optician, of 1 Grafton Street; Mrs Connaf Westland-row Station; Mr Gealy,
merchant tailor, of 53 Dame Street; NWitchell, cigar importer, of 20 Lower
Sackville Street; Mr Wiseheart, stationef 42 Lower Sackville Street; Messrs.
Ingram and McWilliams, outfitters, of 14 ler Sackville Street; Messrs. Treacy and
Co., outfitters, 24 Westmoreland Stre®y Wilson, outfitter, 26 Nassau Street
(presumably the same Mr Wilson as alreatntioned selling crketing shirts which
were cashmere and cotton in compamigo the normal flannels in 1868he Irish
Times 25 May 1868); Mr Grattargutfitter, of 14 Nassau S&& Mr J. Booth junior,
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watchmaker, 12 Nassau Street; Mr Deanefittert 13 Leinster Street; Mr Bowen,
cigar importer, 14 College Green. McGlastard Gill, of Dublin, were selling the
Handbookin this time (see the front pagetbe 1867-68 edition for example). Dublin
University acted as ticket sellers exclusively at timeseéman’s Journal4 May
1870). Mr Tracy, as already mentionedaas outfitter at Westmoreland Street, was
also a vendor for tickets to Dublin Cri¢cké/eek in addition to Lawrence and Dublin
University in 1872 [freeman’s Journal29 June 1872).

Individuals: a valet was ba@sg of his cricketig knowledge to gain employment in
1870 (The Irish Times9 March 1870).

Catering: Mr Stewart, of Ann Street, Belfawas the designated caterer to the North
of Ireland club in 1871Relfast News-Letted September 1871). Andrews & Co were
advertising food for cricket matches, arghesicnics and races including pies, pates,
sardines, anchovies, cheeses, biscuitgmgfagne and wines in the back of the
Handbookof 1868-69. Mr Thomas Byrne wasuggnt in his attempts to exploit
cricket’s financial benefitdyeing charged with selling sjts without a licence at the
Leinster cricket ground in the summer of 1868¢man’s Journalé August 1868).
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Appendix six: details of Irish M®Ppatronising cricket between 1867 — 1872

Cricket’s revival in Co Carlow was appatlyndue to Captain W. Fagan and H. Bruen
in 1871, both being MP$-(eeman’s Journal3 August 1871); Monasterevan CC had
two MPs — the Right Hon. W.H.F. Cogamd Lord Otho Fitzgerald - amongst its
patrons and supporters in 1868agdbook of Cricket 1868-69%.144); Arthur Smith
Barry, MP, hosted 1Z ahead of their 18@&tch versus eighteen of Cotdandbook
of Cricket 1869-70p.75); Sir J.M. Stronge, MPwas Vice President of Armagh CC
in 1869 Handbook of Cricket 1869-7(.92) and 1870 toaH@ndbook of Cricket
1870-71 p.120); Arthur Kavanagh, MP, waxesident of Borris CC in 1870 and
provided his grounds for the gamdandbook of Cricket 1870-7pp.125-126) and
was still President of Borris CC in 187Bgndbook of Cricket 1872-7p.123); the
Co Cavan had three MPs as Vice-Predglen 1870 — E. Saunderson, Colonel the
Hon. H. Annesley and H. Willis Thompsohldndbook of Cricket 1870-71.127);
Kylemore’s President in 1871 was Mit¢thélenry, MP, provding grounds at his
property Handbook of Cricket 1871-79.160); three MPs — The Right Hon. Colonel
Monselli, Edward J. Synan and Major Gaviwere patrons of the Co Limerick CC in
1871 Handbook of Cricket 1871-7$.178); Sir William Verner, MP, was President
of Killyman CC in 1871 idandbook of Cricket 1871-7p.208); J.J. Ennis, MP, was
Patron of Athlone CC in 187H@andbook of Cricket 1871-7p,217); Sir H.H. Brace,
MP, was President of Dunboe in 18712afadbook of Cricket 1872-73.167); Pat
Bracken’s work has also uncoveredhd Bagwell, MP, presenting the South
Tipperary CC with four big and six balls in 1871B¢acken, Foreign and Fantastic
Field Sports p.52).

Some MPs held multiple positions in cioniance from the list above: E.J. Synan,
MP, was President of Rathkale in 1872aidition to his role on the Co Limerick
Patron list in 1871Handbook of Cricket 1872-79.167).

Of particular interest is Mitchell Heyy the Kylemore President in 1871. He was
elected to a Co Galway séatl871 under a Home Rule tickéf?

1282 Comerford,The Fenians in contexp.192.
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Appendix seven: examples of grounds pransand support for cricket in Ireland in
the early 1860s

Ballymena CC in Antrim had their groungsovided by Sir Shafto Adair's demesne

in Ballymena and the public were admitted to their match versus NICC in June 1860
(Belfast News-Lette June 1860). The Armagh — Banbridge match of 6 June 1862
was played on the grounds of John Temple Reilly, Esq. at Scarva, County Down
(Belfast News-Letter,10 June 1862). Major Wang provided grounds for the
Rathfriland and Waringstownudbs’ match on 12 July 186Tlfe Irish Times18 July
1861) and also for the Gilford anaringstown match on 16 July 186Be(fast
News-Letter,19 July 1862). The Lurgan Demesne Club played on the Lurgan
demesne in Cavan in June 1860, with flayers given both names, a professional
just his surname and all eighihers their initials and seod names. Lord Lurgan was
noted for being present during the whole rhatiaking a great interest in the game
and entertaining the playeend visitors hospitablyBelfast News-LetteR5 June
1860). In Tipperary, the Manor versus Aitflenatch was playeth the demesne of
Thomas Cranfield of Dundrum in June 18dhé Irish Tims, 12 June 1860). The
Tullamore versus Geashill match in King’s County was played on the estate of Lord
Digby, in a game hosted by Thomas Weldoerieh, JP. Lady Digby graced the field
with her daughteiin the evening of the gamd&l{e Irish Times1l August 1861).
Within this report, all the players on the Tullamore side were only given their second
names, whilst the Geashill team had eighthef eleven with an initial and surname,
with three just given their surname. Théurea match was played in the Charleville
demesne of Hon. Alfred Bury, High Sheriff of the King's Counffreeman’s
Journal 10 August 1861). In July 1863, Thom@sbborn allowed Newtown CC to

use one of his fields as its cricket groumti€ Irish Timesl17 July 1863). In Cork, the
Duke of Devonshire (who resided in igiebouring Waterford) provided ground
through his agent for Middleton CC to usel860, with 40 members signing up for
this club Nenagh Guardian2 June 1860).
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Appendix eight: examples of schools in lredaand Britain using cricket as part of
their advertising material in the years 1867 — 1872

Ennis College were using the gession of cricketing fields advertising material in
many years, for example in 186¥he Irish Times5 January 1867), 1869t{e Irish
Times 6 January 1869), 1870Tte Irish Times 4 January 1870) etc; Dundalk
Grammar School were usingdilities of a cricket ground ipromotional material in
multiple years too The Irish Times19 March 1867 and 7 January 1868); Newry
School boasted of football and cricket fields for pupils’ Belfast News-Letter25
July 1867); Diocesan School, Tuam were atissag the accessilitly and use of a
cricket field for boys in adverts in 1868He Irish Times7 January 1868); St John’s
College, Newport Tipperary,ear Limerick, boasted of ¢ ‘first class cricket
ground’ in adverts in 1868 and in 1869 (SE®e Irish Times16 January 1869 for
example); Preparatory College, Killineypugh Dublin, stated aket and football
were being promoted and ‘every care isetato form a healthy and vigorous youth’
(The Irish Times3 January 1870); Coleraine Academical Institution were advertising
cricket in their materialThe Irish Times§ April 1871); Portarlington School boasted
of 9 acres of grounds in 1872, includirtgpse devoted to cricket and footballhé
Irish Times 8 July 1872); Hillorook School, Hollygod, Co Down, used their cricket
ground as advertising bait in 187Re{fast News-Letterl3 July 1872 for example);
Rathmines School had a page devotedricket in their 1872 school magazine, on
general sale in 1872 (s&&e Irish Timesl5 June 1872).

The following all used cricket as an advengstool in attempting to recruit Irish boys
to school in England: Allsne College used the allucé cricketing facilities each
year in their repetitive marketingide to gain scholars from Ireland (s&ke Irish
Times 5 January 1867 and 5 January 1870 as well aBé¢last News-Letteof 4
January 1869 as examples); East Hardvckool in Yorkshire were also using such
tools (seeThe Irish Times9 January 1870 for example). The following were also
exploiting cricket in advertising: The Arent Endowed Grammar School, Hawarden
(Belfast News-Letter4 January 1869); Anglo French College, Lond®he Irish
Times 15 February 1869); Sandicroft College, Cheshitee(lrish Times23 March
1872); Aspley School, Woburn, Bedfordshifiéhé Irish Times20 June 1868); East
London College, London The Irish Times 15 July 1868).
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