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— the historical gazetteer service from the people who brought you A Vision of Britain through Time

ASTPLAC

WHY PASTPLACE? SOURCES

The database behind A Vision of Britain through Time already holds far more than just Britain: outline coverage of Our database of administrative units includes the main name authorities identified by the National Council on
Europe as a whole; detailed listings from the Swedish and Estonian National Archives; developing detailed coverage = Archives in their 1997 report, Rules for the Construction of Personal, Place and Corporate Names

N

of Ireland. PastPlace.org seems a more appropriate name in the long term. We cannot re-brand the whole site for (http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/documents/information-management/naming-rules.pdf):

now, but will use PastPlace.org for new services, starting with our gazetteer API (Applications Programming Inter- * Frederick Youngs' Guide to the Local Administrative Units of England (Royal Historical Society, 1979 and 1991)
face). That API accesses exactly the same database as A Vision of Britain through Time, although some information » Melville Richards' Welsh Administrative and Territorial Units (Univ. of Wales Press, 1969)

has had to be excluded for now for copyright reasons.  Richard Cheffins' Parliamentary Constituencies and their registers since 1832 (British Library, 1998)

* Gazetteer of Scottish Administrative Units compiled from census reports and other sources, including the Scottish
Archives Network (SCAN) Gazetteer.

WHAT IS THE PASTPLACE API? However, the system has been greatly extended by us from historical census listings, TNA’s Manorial Docu-
The API offers a simple web service, responding to a vari- N and® ments Register, listings of medieval vills and many other sources.

ety of queries by returning information from the data- A
base in a range of structured formats. These queries can
be typed into a web browser as URLSs, and the response
viewed in the browser. However, the queries would more
usually be sent by another server on the web, and the re-
sponse processed by that server. That server might itself
be creating web pages for use by the general public, but it
might also be a cataloguing or records management
system, using our API as a name authority.
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For more information about the API, call it without any parameters: http://data.pastplace.org/search

SEARCHING FOR PARTICULAR UNITS BY NAME

This 1s currently impossible as, before you search for units of a particular type, we need to create a mechanism by

WHAT’S IN THE UNDERLYING DATABASE? which you can explore our typology of, so far, over 200 kinds of unit
S E ERL BASE?

e Places: Gazetteers created by mapping agencies like

the Ordnance Survey are based on topographic maps and o 5 10 20Kiometer SEARCHING FOR & PLACE BY LOCATION SEARCHING FOR A& PLACE BY NAME
list landscape features, classified using a feature type the- : : : : : : : :

. P ’ . S ype Tt | | Specified longitude and latitude in n3/Turtle format (first 2 of =~ The simplest possible query is as follows. This par-
Saurus, SO Gmlnard ISlaIld, GI‘UIIlaI‘d HOUSG and the Gmln— Map Shownlg the dlfferent geograph_ 20 results)° tiC“lar name matches j“St one place, b“t many
ard river are three different adjacent features in NW Scot- ical extent of Cambridgeshire as an o : . / et TRt 8 - names would return many separate matches:
land. Over history features come and go; and historians Anceint, Registration and Adminis- p-/rdata.pastplace.orgiscarch - q=1./&q=sv.0&10rmat=n http://data.pastplace.org/search?q=colwall
and archivists are more concerned with documents than trative county — we treat all of these
the landscape. We therefore currently list 22,095 places as parts of the place Cambridgeshire
which are bundles of name attestations appearing 1n docu-
ments and maps. F()r uS, Gruinard iS a Single place, de— Ep]s:;ERi;fttp:figszé?ﬁggi:%Ezzgégﬁgé;ég;iE%ﬁii#- ' Thiz XML file does not appear to have any style mformation assoctated with it. The document tree 15 shown below,
fined by Francis Groome 1n 1882 as “Greinord or Gruin- ALTERNATIVE RESPONSE FORMATS Spretin xadr . <hteps/owe.ws.orgl 00/ WMLSchenal> ' H o o |

. o Gyrain doam:  <hern//uc ore/de/doan/ > {c) a0re Srean Braein Tistoricel CTS DHEISLN gf TOniaowch U mabisned udes
ard, a bay, an 1sland, and two streams of NW Ross-shire.’ The “format” parameter provides a choice of Lo iy SRR i e S (e Cress vecomns. org! icensss/ 5/ 2.0/ ).
fprefix auo: <http://auwo.ghhgis.geog.port.ac.uk/uri/ > . Tjgiggziight}
e Units: More formal documents tend to be about le- output: Gpresix mits:  <eps/ e 3 -0ra/ 000/ D3 s -scenat Smow
° b ° * ° . auo:VOE Flace HINTCHMADMIELLZSIZ2S7 <container>HEREFORDSHIRE«</ containers
gally deﬁned admlnlstrathe U.IlltS, not JU.St plaCGS These ° Xml: A Slmple SChema deﬁned by the Open Street - a0 :VOB Place ; iﬁigzgigﬁzﬁiﬁéiﬁi}

rdfz:comment "<h>HINTON-ADMIRAL</b>, & hamlet and a chapelry in Christchurch v<omzetteer Texts
parizsh, Hants. The hamlet liez 2 milez N of Christchurch bay, and 3 NE of Christchurch r. g

can have detailed boundary polygons, but their locations Map project
station. Feal property, £1, SZ9. Pop., 334. The chapelry includes the hamlet, but does b COLWALL </ b

may be unknown. Many towns had ten Or twenty parISheS, not seem to have definite limits. Post town, Christchurch. Hinton House is a chief & parish in Ledbury district, Hereford: under the Malvern Hills, and on the

. . rezidence. The living iz a p. curacy in the diocese of Winchester. Value, £7Z. Patrons, Worcester and Hereford railway, 3% miles NE by N of Ledbury. It has & Station on
. . . . . . \ P .
d. e ° ° d f h ¢ htmlo An HTML table, the 6381681: OUtpU.t for a S]_'r G- Ggrvls; Bart. and the Vicar of Chrlﬂt?huﬁfﬁ' i?n lE_i?D_TE" John Harius Wilson's the railway, and a post office, of the nawme of Colwall-Green, under Malwvern.
IStrICtS, ConStltuenCIGS etc name a ter t em, SO We {1}ImpE;;a}l$z?tﬁ;?;Tg§I iggi:iirf?d g?lesﬁifl}{ xgdistring ; Aores, 3, 771, Beal property, £5, 714. Pop., 1, 6Z&5. Houses, Z90. The surface
. . . g human tO I‘ead ;un:li.lasPTacEId ,,2329?,,Ahxﬂd_iii :Strlng ’ shares the scenery of the Hereford heacon on the Malwvern Hills. A gold circlet,
group units into places, and all those units' names are also ousshaslnit. auo:VOR_Unt 10021662 , o V0R_Uris_i0S1307 o e o S o e s S
® df. RDF/XML f d 1 d b h W3C itul:l:15Inzizia???;w:unézgzﬂz;azi_;{jgﬁﬁ:éi‘fﬂiuut rdfs iz decorated English, with & castellated tower:; and contains some brasses and
names of the relevant place. We Currently define 79,266 rail. , d ormat deve Oopc Yy the eo:lat "ED. 7676404030064 wod double ' ' monwments. L school has £35 from endowment; and other charities £33. (In 1870-72,
o . John Marius Wilson's
units (Worldwide Web Consortium) for representing RDF e [itoverial Gaieriees of Enpland and dales</
* p g auo:VOEBE Place MUDDIFORDZ 10ZZ {; .
. . o . a sguo:VOB Place ; {fgapzetteerTe:-:t}
o Pl ® I t d f f (R D pt F k) XML RDF rdfs:comment "<hr>MUDDIFORD</b>, & willage in Christchurch parish, Hants; on a creek ) . L ) L .
ace names’ n Some Senses? We alm O e lne aS eW esource escrl lOn ramewor as * ls of Christchurch bay, 1% mile E of Christchurch. It contains lodgings for swmner visitors, 'jiiiiihttp.,-“.-“en.wl}{lpedla.Drgfwl}{lfi:nlwall{flln}{}

and commands an excellent bathing-heach; and it had Coleridge asz a lodger in 1816.

plaCeS as pOSSible, bUt tO hOld many different names for maybe the mOSt fundamental bUilding blOCk Of the Se- Gundimore villa, in its wicinity, was formerly the residence of W. 3. Rosze, Esg.: and was http://www.genuki.org. uk/big/eng/HEF/Colwall/ index. html

</ link>
wigited, in his time, by Walter Scott, who there wrote part of his 4" Marmion."™ Mr. Rose 4

* afterwards wrote a poewm called V" Gundimore: " and lie =aid, in that poem</p> {lil.'l}-::r-http:,-“.-f'www.gEDnames.DrgHEEEEEIB{Hlin}c}
eaCh Of them. AS a reSUIt We Currently hOld 190,264 mantlc Web <hlockquotex<p> Heri WMalter Sn:n:l:llzt hazs woo'd t:le nor thern muse;{BR}Heri he ::T:?.th me has ?{uélil;jlljtl?az?l{fid}
. . . jJoy'd to wa]_.}-: or crulise;<BR>and hence has pric}t:'l:l through ¥Ytene's holt, ITIhE]fE we<BR>Hawve cstatus>CP/ AP</statuss
o call'd Lo mind how, under greenwood tree,<BER>FPierc'd by the partner of his woodland P o/ naes
narglesﬁ cach assigned to either a place or a umit, and many * n3: N3/Turtle data, an alternative and less verbose ez omrios suric sens oy mpress s comaon anase, mosence vave ve cang' s vy cesese crumies T
tO Ot . . hound westward tcu;the loomy bower<BR>Where Charleaimas rizon'd in yon izland tn:lwer.‘l.:' '{u;iit: efids
Way Of representlng RDF ;;2222?12?{???2;3.S{E:illlg?l?l—?g; John Marius Wilson's {i}ImIIjjerial Gazetgeer of England and {siaiiéiiii?aiagus}
e Locations: All this information is held in an object- : - - - rars: lanel THUDITOND yan:string Gumii
. . . Jeen * Json: JavaScript Object Notation, a text-based e en i mpsass
relational database which can hold geographical coordi- ..
nates as well as text, numbers and relationships. As a open standard that 1s just about human-readable and
W X u . . , Dept. of Geography, Buckingham Building,
cosult. i lso b ’ d by | . maybe the easiest format for another computer pro- Humphrey Southall & Paula Aucott, Tel: 023 9284 2500 Lion Termace. : : D@ Universityof
ult, 1t can also be qUCTIC Y ocation. Great Britain Historical GIS Project Email: gbhgis@port.ac.uk P Portsmouth

gram to work with Portsmouth, PO1 3HE, UK



