H

University of
HUDDERSFIELD

University of Huddersfield Repository

Stewart, Michael

Couples

Original Citation

Stewart, Michael (2013) Couples. Valley Press. ISBN 9781908853226
This version is available at https://eprints.hud.ac.uk/id/eprint/18869/

The University Repository is a digital collection of the research output of the
University, available on Open Access. Copyright and Moral Rights for the items
on this site are retained by the individual author and/or other copyright owners.
Users may access full items free of charge; copies of full text items generally
can be reproduced, displayed or performed and given to third parties in any
format or medium for personal research or study, educational or not-for-profit
purposes without prior permission or charge, provided:

* The authors, title and full bibliographic details is credited in any copy;
* A hyperlink and/or URL is included for the original metadata page; and

* The content is not changed in any way.

For more information, including our policy and submission procedure, please
contact the Repository Team at: E.mailbox@hud.ac.uk.

http://eprints.hud.ac.uk/



Cam and Shaft

When you first met

he was slugging Jamesons

and you were drinking orange squash.
You had a butterfly broach
attached to your jacket,

he had a knuckle duster

tucked in his pocket.

You had a freckle on your cheek,
he had a tattoo of a snake
coiled round his neck.

You loved Cliff Richard.

His bag was Gene Vincent.

You liked gladioli.

He collected motorbikes.

Now you sit in this cafe
having breakfast together
sharing the same pot of tea,
he gives you his mushrooms
you give him your toast.
After all these years

you’ve been wearing away
like two moving parts
rubbing together

until they stick.

Hook and Clasp

She spends the evenings on the phone,

He sits in the corner of The Rose and Crown.
She eats banana butties for breakfast,

he has black coffee and a JPS.

She can only sleep with the windows closed,

he can only sleep with them wide open.

The last time they went on a date

the number one song was 'Hard Day’s Night'.
He wanted to watch The Pink Panther,

she fancied The Strangler.

To this day they’ve never seen either.

But something has kept them together:

love, company, custom. The weather.



