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ABSTRACT

This thesis examines the emergence of church cricket clubs in Halifax and the Calder Valley
between 1860 and 1920. It encompasses the years of mature-faatedyindustrial society
following Chartism as well as the upheavals of the Great War amuintsdiate aftermath.
Though a period of relative tranquillity, from 1873 the staple textile trades began to stagnate,
bringing economic uncertainty only partially offset by industrial diversification and a brief
postwar revival. From the mid880s this broughindustrial unrest and the emergence of
labour politics. Churches, having experienced growth, were also betraying signs of decline
towards the end of the century. Their role in welfare and education was being eroded and
denominational influence on partyljical allegiance was being replaced by that of social
FODVV $QG \HW UHOLJLRXV RUJDQLVDWLRQV EHFDPH WK
organised cricket during its crucial formative decades.

This study evaluates why, from such an unpromisitgation around 1850, religious bodies
became involved in cricket and what were the nature, extent and relevance of this. It
addresses several key questions. What was the contribution of clergymen? Who were
involved in the clubs and what did this meantfe@m? What was the significance of grounds

and their development? How did the clubs finance themselves? What did their rules reveal?
What part did they play in their local communities? Within these themes will be evaluated
crucial factors such as socidass, gender, religious denomination, identity, topography and
demography as will important concepts such as cultural diffusion, muscular Christianity,
social control and secularisation.

This thesis showshat church sponsorship provided the platform rfainly workingclass

agency in developing cricket clubkhis agency manifested itself in a mutualism and- self

reliance similar to that ahe highly popular and consciously independent organisations such

as Friendly Societies and @peratives, which opated in the same arduous economic
context. Nonetheless, at a time when workers were becoming increasingly assertive in the
world of industry and politics, church cricket exhibited classogeration and harmony.
Moreover, greater genuine popular adheretacecclesiastical organisations was found to

exist than has often been allowed. Those cricket clubs that became established initially
UHLQIRUFHG WKHLU FKXUFKHVY LGHQWLW\ KHOSLQJ WKHP
retard the advance ofFXODULVP +RZHYHU DV WKRVH FOXEVY FUL
becamesver morea part of their wider communities. This situation was aided by their crucial
IXQGUDLVLQJ HQWHUWDLQPHQWY ZKLFK RIWHQ VHFXUHG
Increasingly the clubs became an alternative attraction to the church in their communities and
ultimately a small agent of secularism. It is, in summary, contended that church cricket in
Halifax and the Calder Valley was more the product of industrial tyo@ad the adaptation

of ordinary men and women and their culture to that society, than it was of muscular
Christianity or clerical influence.
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GLOSSARY AND ABBREXTIONS
AGM zAnnual General Meeting
CA - Calderdale branch of the West Yorkshire Archive Service
C&K Website- The Cricket History o€alderdale and Kirkleegsee Websites).
CLH - Calderdale Local History Department
KA - Kirklees branch of the West Yorkshire Archive Service
ILP - Independent Labour Party
MIS - Mutual Improvement Society
MNC - Methodist New Connexion
PM - Primitive Methodist

RYL - Methodist Archives and Research Cenfrae John Ryland's Library, University of
Manchester

THAS - Transactions of the Halifax Antiquarian Society

Township - An ecclesiastical and administrative unit consisting of a towhage or
collection of villages.

UHA - University of Huddersfield Archive Department

UMC - United Methodist Church

UMFC - United Methodist Free Church

Upper Calder Valley - Takes in the towns and industrial villages of Sowerby Bridge,
Luddenden FootMytholmroyd, Hebden Bridge, Todmorden and Walsden, then up to the
Lancashire boundary.

WA - Wakefield branch of the West Yorkshire Archive Service

Weaver to Web From Weaver to Web: Online Visual Archive of Calderdale History,
[http://www.calderdale.gov.uk/wiw
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INTRODUCTION

When, in 1851, the Rev. James Pycroft wibe Cricket Fieldnotonly did he become one

RI' FULFNHWYV ILUVW KLVWRULDQV EXW KH DOVR VLJQDO
gambling, drink and spectatorship was now reformed and had acquired a moral dirhension.
Cricket was now a suitable, even advisable, activotydlergymen to be associated with

Since then a huge body of literature has appeared devoted to cricket. However, much of this
writing has lacked academic rigour and been unduly influenced by a narrative, promoted by
such as Pycroft, which presented cithtV DV WKH HSLWRPH RI ¥Crick&tXH DQG
became the vanguard of muscular Christianity, which associated physical exercise with
morality, Christian virtues and chivalp QG ZDV FRQVLGHUHG DV pHQFDSV
spiritual, moral and phY LFDO *SXKHWAHPH ZDV DSSURSULDWHG E\
DPDWHXUY DQ HPERGLPHQW RI WKH YDOXHV RI D QHZ UXO
schools from the landed gentry and industrial money. Based on a nostalgic rural idyll,
clergymen have aimtegral place in this discourse.

Cricket offers a keen insight into the social changes brought about by economic
transformation. It became a metaphor for sportsmanship but also epitomised a society riven

by social class. The idea of sportsmanship aidpfay was a noble one. It did not, though,

preclude the amatel URIHVVLRQDO DSDUBORHMYEG RIPWKHURIRUNYWR X C
however, a popular version of cricket began to flourish in geographical areas and social
contexts quite different from thisoutherrpastoral projection of the game and where- pre
industrial attitudes to leisure persisted.

Halifax and the Calder Valley typified the industrial society to which the new elite vision of

cricket was in part a reaction. The area also had a histoaglicalism. Despite this, churches

ZHUH WKH DUHDYV VLQJOH ODUJHVW VRXUFH RI RUJDQLVH
of all cricket clubsf 7KH\ ZHUH HVSHFLDOO\ SURPLQHQW GXULQJ W

! James PycroffThe Cricket Field Or the History and the Science of the Game of Criflketdon Longman,

Brown, Green and Longmar®™® edition, 1854, Google Books

2 For a discussion of the real, mythical and metaphorical links between cricket and EngliBh@eds WKH JDPH TV

social, cutural and political exploitationVHH -RKQ 6LPRQV pu7KH 3(QJOLVHeQblLvhel” R1 (QJO|

of PopularCulture, Vol. 29, No. 4(Spring 1996), 4150.

®$QGUHZ 3DUNHU DQG OLNH &ROOLQV *us5is@WRoMMes Biksibh Voumhdd QL W\ LQ

Vol. 41 (July 2012), I7, 1.

* An analysis of a comprehensive survey of the known cricket clubs of Halifax and the Calder Valley which

have either disbanded or changed their grounds (thereby omitting only the handful of existing teams which have

only ever occupied one venue), by lospbrts historian Andrew Hardcastle revealed that of a total of 403 clubs,
RULJLQDWHG IURP FKXUFKHV ZLWK IURP ZRUNV DAp@ew IURP SX
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years up to the Great Warln 1909 more than 60 per cent of clubs in the leagues of Halifax

and the Calder Valley came from churches and Sunday schools, with this figure still over 45
mnmmm1%1$OPRVW KDOI RI bOO WHDPV WKDW KDG DSSHDUF
period ofthis study, to 1920, came from religious organisatioBfurches were communal

focal points but were themselves struggling to adapt to the demographic andigbe&lals

wroughtby economic change. Moreover, religious organisations were border jefoitawo

ofter FRQIOLFWLQJ FXOWXUHVY RQH ZHDOWK\ ERXUJHRLV DQ

and premodern.

Church cricket emerged and developed during a time of continuing economic, social and
political change. The process of industrialisatallied to evangelicalism had forged a new

set of values and relations which was to permeate the social and cultural sphere and
HYHQWXDOO\ JDYH ELUWK WR pUDWLRQDO UHFUHDWLRQT
muscular Christianity. Many middielass beneficiaries of the economic changes became the
disciples of this new concept of leisure and sought to reform thénqustrial values of

popular sport which they saw as at odds with economic progress.

Reforming the recreational values of the wogkclasses depended to a large degree on their
capacity to persuade them. This necessitated cordial relations which in Halifax and the Calder
Valley became more problematic when the economy began to falter, just as popular organised
cricket was beginningo emerge in numbers with the Saturday fmalfiday. From 1873 the
DUHDTVY GRPLQDQW WH[WLOH LQGXVWU\ IDFHG LQFUHDVLQJ
employment. Industrial unrest ensued in the late 1880s, leading to a growing disillusionment

with middleclass political representation and the emergence, in the 1890s, of the Labour
movement which began to challenge the Liberal Party. This was soon followed by the trauma

of war.

From the late nineteenth century reformers saw clergymen as igéstlyd to disseminate

the new leisure and sporting ethos (considered a necessary complement to work discipline) to

HardcastleLost The Former Cricket Clos and Cricket Grounds of Halifax and Catdale (Halifax, Andrew
Hardcastle and Cricket Heritage Project Publications, 006

® Between 1860 and 1914 more than 180 cricket clubs emerged from religious organisations.

® Respectively 52 out of 83 and 40 of 88 clubs. There were eight leagues oncbations, seven being
common: the Halifax Amateur, Todmorden and District, Halifax & District, Hebden Bridge & District, Halifax
Thursday Amateur, Halifax and District Church, Halifax and District Nonconformist, plus the Calder Valley
(1909) and the Hdhx Parish (1914).

7208 of the 437 teams identified came from religious bodies. The high figures are because many clubs fielded
more than one side and some clubs switched leagues. D@fhHiHHW KH /RUG V 2SHQLQJ 3DUW(
Church and Cricket in C&8 HUGDOH Spétt iR SocigfyCultures, Commerce, Media, Polities

Special Issue: NeWerspectives on the Social History of Crickébl. 15, No. 2 (2012), 2464, 246.
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the lower orders. At this time many clerics were anxious to engage working people,
especially working men, while the churches and more esdpethe Nonconformist chapels
were endeavouring to accommodate the transition from evangelical fervour to the sociability
of respectable society.

Many clergymen, alongside some of their wealthy lay hierarchy, came to accept or even
enthuse about ratioheecreation and the reformed sports. Moreover, to encourage younger
people to remain within their churches, they felt obliged to host leisure facilities, including
cricket clubs. This, however, presented a potential obstacle in the shape of a spdrtreg cul
which placed a higher premium on competitive success, reward, community identity and
prestige than was expected by the new sporting norms. This culture had been sustained by
challenge cricket (driven by stake money, spectatorship and gambling) artoyttie arrival

of formal competition in football, which in the area usually meant rugby, soon to be part of
the Northern Union and eventually Rugby League. Church cricket was founded in a cauldron

of potentially conflicting prenodern and reformed rectemal values.

The Historiography of Leisure

Throughout the nineteenth century a remarkable amount of attention and disquiet was centred
on the subject of leisure. Its importance had been grasped as early as 1801 by the antiquarian
Joseph Strutt, regaed as one of the first historians of leisure, in a work whose reprinting in
1867 reflected the growing acceptance and importance of recreation:

In order to form a just estimation of the character of any particular people, it is
absolutely necessary toviestigate the Sports and Pastimes most generally prevalent
amongst them. War, policy and other contingent circumstances, may effectually place
men at different times, in different points of view, but when we follow them into their
retirements, where no djgise is necessary, we are most likely to see them in their
true state, and may judge of their natural dispositfons.

5HFUHDWLRQ ZKLFK zZzDV ZKDW WKH\ FKRVH WR GR ZDV D E
work, which was what they had to do. Howewvithleisure increasingly tied to social status,
MGLVIXLVHY FRXOG QRW EH HQWLUHO\ HIFOXGHG

8 Joseph StrutfThe Sports and Pastimes of the People of Englaaddan, William Tegg, 1867 reprint of 1801
ed), pp. XVII-XVIII , Google Books
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/HLVXUHYVY SODFH DV DQ DFDGHPLF VXEMHFW RZHG PXFK
particularly by Edward Thompson, whose semifta¢ Making of the English Wking Class

was itself centred on Halifax and the Calder Vafl@ne nineteenth century was perceived as

a crucial period in which prmdustrial recreation based on gambling, drinking, violence and

the abuse of animals gave way to ordered, rational fafmbsisure commensurate with an

age of industrialisation and progress.

, Q D \HDU DIWHU WKH SXEOLPDOMHEDWRI R RPBYVR @OIYGEI/
,QGXVWULDO 6RFLHW\Y ZzDV KHOG LQ ZKLFK $VD %ULJJV DG
changes in the rhythms of work but also those in the rhythms of bBrjggs contended that

social class and locality firmly underpinned leisure until the 1890s, when more commercial

and national, and even international, forms such as the new mass icncplatss and the

cinema first appeared.

Brian Harrison, at the same conference, identified several key themes which have since
occupied historians of leisure: the rise of new forms of pastimes in place of old ones, partly a
response to humanitarian aities but also due to decreasing space through urbanisation;

more restricted free time; middEODVY LQVLVWHQFH RQ PUDWLRQDOTY OF
of rejuvenation for work; and the contest between drink and temperance. Harrison noted the
success fomoral reformers in ending the sometimes drunken riotous feasts such as St Blaise

LQ WUDGIRUG DQG WKHLU HITRUWYV WR EDQ WKH YLROHQW
have argued that so successful were the combined effects of industriglisatianisation

DQG PRUDO UHIRUPHUV WKDW SRE¥XODU OHLVXUH HQWHUHC

Under this joint assault, Robert Malcolmson, who acknowledged the influence of Thompson,
argued that there was a decline in popular recreations during the late eightdeestimid

nineteenth centurie$.Malcolmson saw a neafemise of workingF ODVV OHLVXUH DV pW
VRFLHW\Y URRWHG LQ D UXUDO DJUDULDQ HFRQRP\ DQG J
strong sense of community, was replaced by an urban industaddased on an impersonal

FDVK QH[XV +H LGHQWLILHG D YDFXXP LQ OHLVXUH ZLWK

° E. P. ThompsonThe Making of the English Working Clas¢Harmondsworth Penguin Books, 1980,

Reprinted 1982 Originally published London, Golland®63). Even Asa Brigg$ VcclaimedThe Age of
Improvementpublished in 1959, did not discuss the matter.

19 Asa Briggs,summary of discussiom Keith Thomas,y: RUN DQG /HLVXUH LQ ,QGXVWULDO 6F
DQG 3UHVHQW &R QI H Bdst@irdHPfesenvol.G30 (April 1965), 96103.

M peter Baileysaw this as the view of the 1830s and 1840s by pioneering historians in recrestien

Hammonds, Asa Briggs and Eric Hobsbawn. Peter Bailgure and Class in Victorian England: Rational

Recreation and the ContesirfControl, 18301885 (London Routledge & Keegan Paul, 1978), pp21

12 Robert W. Malcolmson, Popular Recreations in English Society, 170850 (Cambridge, Cambridge

University Press1973.
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PDUJLQDOO\ DOOHYLDWHGY DUJXLQJ WKDW XQWLO WKH H
from 1850, the working man had little altermatito the public house for his diversibh.

Historians were soon challenging the extent of the suppression of popular leisure. In 1976
'RXJODV 5HLG H[DPLQHG WKH FDVH RI un6DLQW ORQGD\Y LQ
and artisarbased economy. He indcated how, of 22 railway excursions in 1846, 16 took

place on Monday and even in 1864 there remained widespread absentédafound that

the arrival of the Saturday hdibliday from 1867, rather than the threats of employers or the
lecturing and caROLQJ RI UHIRUPHUV EURXJKW WKH GHPLVH RI p
custom persisted in particular workplaces into the twentieth century.

Two years later, the theme of resistance to the reform of leisure was taken further in a
seminal work by Peter Bay, who saw the development of recreation in the nineteenth
century as both a problem for the authorities and a frontline in the struggle to redraw social

class boundarie$. % DLOH\ DUJXHG WKDW E\ WKH V wWUDWLRQD
established ahhad been clearly demarcated from work. It was perceived as a more subtle
method of controlling workinglass leisure as well as a means to class conciliation. The key

to these objectives was midetass sponsorship under middlass direction. The praipal

agencies for this were to be the voluntary organisations, including the chtfrches.

Bailey contended, however, that the new leisure forms were often strongly resisted by or
adapted to the demands and culture of the recipients. He cited, as an exaenerking

OHQTVY &OXE DQG ,QVWLWXWH 8QLRQ (VWDEOLVKHG LQ

this was intended to provide a sociable, educative and alé@®goenvironment for working

men and to foster good relations with their middkess pabns. By the late 1860s, however,

Solly was forced to accept the sale of a beer in order to divert men from the pubs. This
brought financial independence and the clubs dispensed with their bourgeois sponsors.
Bailey held that even the bdstentioned pabnage emphasised class divisions with lip

service being paid to any qualifying norms until working men were in a position to finance
WKHLU RZQ IDFLOLWLHYV IZ])9Q MHI[SORLWDWLRQ LQ UHYHUVHY

3 bid., pp. 17071.

Y'RXJODV $ 5HLG p7KHVOrIBYOIZEBH RflPadd & RresentVol. 71 (May 1976), 74.01.

Y Ipid., 8%2.

% Bailey, Leisure and Class

" The Established Church was clearly not a purely voluntary body being attached to the State and funded by it
(though decreasingly so). However, membership was (at least theoretically) voluntary.

8 Bailey, Leisure and Classpp. 10623.

9 bid, pp. 12, 178.
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In another groundbreakingstudy in this period, Hugh Cunninghamsal modified
ODOFROPVRQYVY FRQFHSW RI D OHLVXUH YDFXXP VWUHVVL
He, too, identified social class as a vital factor in the development of leisure after 1850 and
recognised three ultimately irreconcilable objectivethe middle classes: exclusivity, social
control and conciliation with the working clas$@sThe desire for exclusivity and social
control outweighed the aim of conciliation, with leisure based increasingly on class lines.
Cunningham illustrated this witmeference to the Volunteers, where efforts foundered
through ranking members according to their social status: raudds officers, lower
middle- or upperworking-class NCOs and workirgass rankandfile with the military
structure discouraging crostass familiarity’”s Cunningham, additionally, argued that
churches, like other voluntary bodies, had to offer recreation facilities to consolidate their
membershig? Although he also contended that cultural diffusion was away process, the
commercialigtion of leisure from the late nineteenth century was able to effect a significant

degree of hegemony over the working clasdes.

In a work originally published four years latdt M. Golby and A. W. Purdue similarly
emphasised the continuity of piredustrial recreatioi’ They contended that the culture
which emerged by 1850 was often due to popular adaptations-aiquern forms and not
simply a product of middeFODVYV GLVVHPLQDWLRQ ZLWK GLIIXVLRQ DC
the case of dancing. They challenged Cunningham, however, over the question of
hegemony exercised through commercialism, arguing that with increased income and a more
relaxed way of life working people were shaping leisure through their own défhand.
Although Golby and Purdue dmplayed the importance of social class in determining
leisure, they did consider it in relation to the Victorian and Edwardian cornerstone of
LU HV S H P\Tbely identifi#d three varieties of workirass respectability. The first, as
perceived by Biey, was affected to mollify middielass patrons. The second resembled

% Hugh Cunninghamleisure in the Industrial Revolution, ¢.1780880 (London, Croom Helm1980)

) 0O/ 7TKRPSVRQ ZKLOH FKDOOHQJLQJ WKH YDOXH RI WKH FRQFHSW G
MWKH SURSHUW\OHV\g dad aperativg the idtiRs Brid Fud@ada behaviour necessary to sustain

the social order of an industrial society, 0 / 7KRPSO/RFLDPO &RQWURO LQh&EdONSRIJLDQ % UL
History ReviewVol. 34, No. 2 (May, 1981), 18208, 189.

L Cunnirgham,Leisure in the Industrial Revolutippp. 12324, 126, 129.

#bid., p.178.

Zbid., p. 10, pp. 19®.

24 3. M. Golby and A. W. Purduélhe Civilisationof the Crowd: Popular Culturén England 1750900

(Stroud, Sutton, 1999 edition).

“bid., pp. 12, 29.

% |bid., pp. 1945. The onlineOxford English Dictionary GHILQHV MUHVSHFWDEOHY DV p:RUWK
QRWLFH REVHUYDWLRQ RU DWWHQWLRQY $SSHDUDQFH ZDV HYHU\WKL
#"Golby and PurduéThe Civilisationof the Crowd pp. 1856.
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middle-class respectability and was assertive. The third variant, being a product of the culture

of the pub or music hall, was unintelligible to reformers.

Respectability, and itssaociations with leisure, was nowhere more exhibited than in the
friendly societies. These combined the serious business of arranging insurance against the
financial misfortunes of workinglass existence with a colourful and vibrant social life.

Simon Codery argued that respectability was assiduously cultivated in order to defend their
independence against state and midikess interference in both their financial and
recreational arm& Though there were some loweriddle-class members, the societiesreve
SUHGRPLQDQWO\ FRPSRVHG RI DQG UXQ E\ ZRUNLQJ PHQ
ODERXU DULVWRFUDF\Y WKH\ KDG DOPRVW VL] 2stOOLRQ
Characteristically, it was the convivial aspect which came under most attack. ¢agé of

registered societies the registrar, John Tidd Pratt, sought to reinforce the insurance side at the
expense of sociability. Growing threats to both areas also emerged from commercial
DOWHUQDWLYHYVY HYHQ EHIRUH /OR\Gpensiéht artfnationa/ DWH L

insurance®

Mike Huggins saw respectability as an alternative concept to class but one employed in a
hegemonic attempt to divert the working classes from what were considered unsuitable
leisure pursuit8! However, challenging the assumptions of Cunningham and others that
middle-class leisure was itself uniformly respectable, he questioned the convictions, and
therefore the effectiveness, of the bourgeoisie in employing this to reform popular recreation.
Huggins contended that, far from being imbued with respectability, many ratidie males
actively sought to escape it. Anonymity was central to this. Young men living away from
home and commercial travellers, for example, were well placed for evasioainGecations

such as music halls, clubs and the seaside with imprecise lines of respectability (though not
necessarily of class distinctions), provided similar escape rifutes.

Other recent studies of leisure have also placed less emphasis on the sotéabtlass,
favouring a broader approach. While acknowledging the importance of class, Jeff Hill
considered other factors such as gender, commercialism and nationalism in a study of

twentiethcentury sport, leisure and culture in which he sought taiate recreation more

8 Simon CorderypBritish Friendly Societiesl 7501914 (Basingstoke, Palgrave MacMillan, 2003).

#bid., pp. 1, 176.

% bid., pp. 8891, 145, 163173.

3 0LNH - +XJJLQV pORUH 6LQIX0O 30HDVXUHV" /HLVXUH B5HVSHFWDELOL
E Q J O auéhgl of Social Historfvol. 33, No. 3 (Spring 2000585600.

% Ibid., 592, 595.
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closely into mainstream academic histdtyWith this in mind, Hill maintained that
recreational forms are not simply products of external agencies swallowed whole but rather
DUH SURFHVVHV ZKLFK WKHPVHOYHI\/ViéXM(ﬁbebiES'?ﬂRéSOHﬂV o
FRQWHQGHG WKDW OHLVXUH DQG VSRUW KROG pPHDQLQJV
further argued that the manner in which leisure takes place, as much as the way it is
organised, holds a symbolic value in power relationsi FLWHG DV DQ H[DPSOH
OHLVXUH FRQVXPSWLRQY $WWHPSWV WR SURMHFW WKH G|
political and social leadership through the playing of sport ostentatiously within the amateur

code might be another.

Peter Borsay, in his survey of leisure since 1500, warned against applying potentially
PLVOHDGLQJ PRGHUQ FRQFHSWV WR LW )RU H[DPSOH KH
appeared as a consequence of the changing working practices of the industriabretolut

+H DOVR DUJXHG WKDW WKHUH ZDV pD JDS EHWZHHQ SOD
sense of time and plad®.This is less convincing. Borsay himself acknowledged the
importance of choirs, brass bands and sports clubs in the competitive forgantities in

WKH QHZ LQGXVWULDO FRPPXQLWLHY FUHDWLQJ pPRWKHUC

regions, especially the rural Sodth.

Bailey, in a recent study, 4&sserted the view of Cunningham that in the late nineteenth
century commercikHQWHUWDLQPHQW ZDV FRQVWUXFWHG DV D YHK
SRZHUY VR WKDW WKH OHLVXUH RI WKH ORZHU RiH8HUV ZD\
DOVR WRRN D OLQH KRZHYHU FORVHU WR +L QdQefsMreuSURFH"
WKDQ %RUVD\YfV LVRODWHG pSOD\Y -ditigion @ HabokirthdGheN KD W Z
FRQVHTXHQW UHGXFWLRQ LQ MRE VDWLVIDFWLRQ OHLVXULI
H F R Q BRbfdery, considering the friendly societiest fiumore positively, arguing that

WKHLU FRQYLYLDOLW\ VXSSOLHG QRW RQO\ pFRORXU GUD

experience beyond the daily routitfe.

33 Jeffrey Hill, Sport, Leisure & Culture in Twentieth Century BritdBasingstoke, Palgrave MacMilla2002).
Though mainly set beyond the period of this resedtilhhas provided a valuable paradignfor understanding
themotivaion of church cricket club membesd the time.

¥ bid., pp. 23.

% peter BorsayA History of LeisuréBasingstoke, Palgrave MacMilla2Q06).

*bid., p. 225.

%" bid., pp. 14647.

¥ 3HWHU ®@rietadhimantglity! Modernising Pleasure in a Victorian Leisure Industry, or Did Foucault Ever
Play the Hackney Empird? LQ 6LPRQ *XQQ DQG - DhieHP¥culidtitie® &t Qberdl@®Ngdernity in
Imperial Britain (Berkeley,University of California Pres2011), pp. 11933.

¥ bid., p. 121.

“0 Cordery,British Friendly Societiesp. 181.
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Leisure encompassed different meanings and different objectives for different social, group
which, as Bailey observed, brought the issue of class contestation. Voluntary organisations
were the main agents in the efforts to disseminate the Hopesblution of rational
recreation. Religious organisations were the largest of these and thie evtesh all social

classes already came together. Church cricket was an area in which these competing concepts
and objectives of leisure were played out.

The Historiography of Sport

The history of sport has itself generated considerable academic dek880 Tony Mason,

in a pioneering study, linked football to social histbry.ike Bailey in the wider field of
OHLVXUH KH H[DPLQHG WKH JDPHTfV GHYHORSPHQW WKURX
one largely Londostentric and middle class and tl¢her chiefly northermidland and

working class. Mason established important concepts for the examination of sport in general

and team sports in particular. He recognised the role of muscular Christianity and the public
schools in promoting footballas pUDWLRQDO UHFUHDWLRQY +H LGHQW
amateur control of the game in the face of demands for a financially level playing field and of
working people more concerned with winning and community identification than with style.

Mason held WKDW WKHVH FRPSHWLQJ FRQFHUQV JHQHUDWHG
provided a method for historians to distinguish groups in soti@gspite some hopes of the

game for class conciliation, Mason assessed that, on balance, football contributesdto cla
consciousness, though this was not seen as benefiting Labour politics which considered the
game to be a diversion producing deferential emplo$ees.

Mason acknowledged the involvement of the churches. He found that many clergymen
became persuaded oKtH PRUDO DV ZHOO DV SK\VWLFDO EHQHILWV R
SDUVRQVY ZHUH IDLUO\ FRPPRQ +H KHOG WKDW FKXUFK
attractive to those wishing to play. He saw, however, the same potential for ideological
conflict betveen clergy and members as for leisure as a whole.

Many of the issues raised by Mason were addressed from a more sociological and deductive
perspective by John Hargreaves in the -880s* Hargreaves contended that sport was
enlisted by the middle classas part of a hegemonic attempt to establish social control over

“I Tony MasonAssociation Football and English Societ631915( Brighton, Harvester,1980).

“\bid., p. 222.

“bid., pp. 227, 2387, 256.

“bid., pp. 21, 25,

%5 John HargreavesSport, Power and CultureA Social and Historical Analysis of Popular Sports in Britain
(Cambridge, Polity1986)
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the lower orders towards the end of the nineteenth century. He argued that the growing
political strength of the working classes between the 1880s and the Great War required a

more subt approach to their sports than the repression which had taken place up to the
1840s. At the same time sport was being commercialised and increasingly part of working
FODVV FXOWXUDO LGHQWLW\ +DUJUHDYHV WRRWMiNG YHU\ VI
sporting facilities, arguing that they sought to simultaneously conciliate and impose discipline

on the working classes. He held that, as with all voluntary bodies, churches depended on
sports and other recreation to engage working pé6fleough werstating the capacity of

the middle classes to achieve such objectives, Hargreaves provided an important analytical
perspective.

In 1989, Richard Holt undertook a more empirical study which integrated the history of a
range of sports closely into isocioceconomic context and remains a benchmark for the
academic study of spoft.Holt contended that industrialisation and urbanisation created both

a location and a moral imperative for sport but that it was shaped by those who became
involved in it. Highy relevant to this thesis, Holt examined the role of churches in the
provision of sport. He maintained that rational recreation was necessary mainly because the
churches were no longer in a position to impose a moral code on the working classes, having
lost contact with them in the industrial centres. Though this latter point has been largely
refuted’® Holt held that church clubs were established with the intention of mitats
FRQWURO RQ pUDWLRQDOY OLQHV WK RI¥skKcongriedhtionP S HW X
members. He, however, disputed the effectiveness of the diffusion of the ethical vatles wh
were attached to spdtt.

The diffusionist concept was considered by Neil Tranter a decadélammnter put the case

IRU WKH GRZQzZDUG HIIHFW RI ZKDW KH WHUPV uVRFLDO (
public school and university men in codifg the rules of both forms of football and
establishing national bodies such as the Football Association. He found that, in the 1870s,
whether soccer or rugby was taken up in Lancashire or Yorkshire partly depended on the
preferences of the local elite. IZHYHU KH VDZ WKH PRGHOYfV DGYDQWI

limitations. He noted how cricket attracted considerable worklags interest long before

“® HargreavesSport, Power and Cultur@. 59.

" RichardHolt, Sport and the British: A Modern Histot@xford, Clarendon Riss,1989)

“8 SeeThe Historiography of Religioand Recreation, Sport and Cricket, below.

“9Holt, Sport and the Britishpp. 13738.

0 Neil Tranter, Sport, Economynd Society in Britain,1750914 (Cambridge, Cambridge University Press,
1998).
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the public school cult of games and that popular sports were not duplications of elite sports.
Tranter raisd other important factors such as the stimulation of cup and league competitions
and geographical and cultural boundarfes.

Tranter denied that the impetus for the new sporting forms was social control. He argued, for
example, that although class unitysMamphasised in the rhetoric which grew around them,

in practice sports reinforced social class boundaries. This was usually enforced through high
subscriptions or rigid internal divisions, notably in fickiss cricket? Moreover, Tranter
contended thathe more sophisticated theory of hegemene inducing of the working
classes to assimilate mideltéass sporting normswas unpersuasive. What evidence existed,

he maintained, indicated that the higher classes were insufficiently united over thé cult o
games. The nepublic school middlelass sponsors of sport in the North accepted
SURIHVVLRQDOLVP DQG SUHIHUUHG ZLQQLQJ WR pSOD\LQJ
not introduced into elementary schools, as their assumed chdvaitieng qualitiesvere for

leaders not the led. The biggest flaw in the hegemony argument, however, was the capacity of
workers to resist elite sporting ideologies or adopt only those which could be beneficially
absorbed into their owt.

Resistance to the cult of gamesswdramatically played out in rugby football. Tony Collins
contended that the eventual schism in the game not only reflected a growing cultural
divergence between the middle and working classes, it also operated to construct distinct
class identities in a &y that was apparent to the participants at the ¥rBllins argued that
competition, spectatorship and civic pride fuelled an upsurge in wedkasg interest in the

game in the northern regions, especially the West Riding, bringing fears that treiramat
ethos would be overturned and control asserted from b8ldwwas this which made the
demand by northern players for brokieme payments irreconcilable.

Collins examined the role of the churches in sport in a northern context. He maintained that
churches formed clubs to disseminate muscular Christian principles and engage working men
in church activities. As with Mason in the case of association football, Collins argued that
working men generally made use of local institutions, principally chur@helsding Roman

*!bid., pp. 2631.

*2bid., pp. 3742.

%3 bid., pp.

* Tony Collins, 5XJE\{V *UHDW 6SOLW &ODVV &XOWXUH DQ GABMddbN,2ULJLQV
Routledge, ? Edition, 2006.

5 Though most employers deserted it, a few such as Harry Watiefirst president, were instrumental in
establishing the Northern Union and some mainly lemétdle-class administrators remained. Ibid., pp. 125,

153, 197.
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Catholic churches), workplaces and pubs rather than create their own clubs. He did, however,
find that most church clubs were formed by congregation members. Collins showed that
muscular Christian principles were increasingly ignored,natiag the clergy, and that
following the establishment of the Northern Union the Anglicans dropped their sdpport.
Nonetheless, the muscular Christianity explanation for the spread of sports persists, as seen in
a recent article, from a religious standpipby Andrew Parker and Mike Collirs.

-HIl +LOOYfV ZRUN RQ VSRUW DQG OHLVXUH KROGV SDUWLF
examination of club® Hill highlighted the discrepancy between the hugely important role

played by voluntary associatiersince the eighteenth century and the minimal interest taken

in their activities by academic social historians. He argued that voluntary organisations

played a crucial role in the life of their communities.

Despite this, Hill contended that sports clulsve been as significant in creating and
reinforcing social distinctions of gender, status and ethnicity as well as class in
SURPRWLQJ HIFHOOHQFH LQ WKHLU VSRUMWasy&Hinpoe&DVVLF/
with the ethos of amateurismaviouring sociability over competitiveness. This was
increasingly so in rugby union clubs, with a uniting of the middle classes around
Conservatism in the face of the growth of Socialism in the 1920s. This was even more
pronounced in golf clubs. Hill stateWWKDW PXFK PRUH LQYHVWLJDWLRQ
QHJOHFWHG ILHOG RI YRIGeX @eatibruaf §porg RIEhsDWiHirReQi§ting

voluntary organisationschurches in the case of this thes@lds a further dimension

In the debate on sport, hasians have identified important themes and concepts such as
social class, cultural diffusion, social control, identity and gender. Churches feared both
demise and effeminacy and the muscular Christian version of sport seemed a way to engage
working men ad to influence their behaviour. As hosts of sport, religious organisations held
attractions for ordinary men but these had inherited an older sporting culture that left church

cricket open to a struggle over forms and control.

% |bid., pp. 1819, 2526, 147.

" parker and Collinsu6 SRUW DQGI&KULVWLDQLW\
8 Hill, Sport Leisure & Culture pp. 13645.

*bid., p. 144.
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The Historiography of Cricke t

That one of the first histories of cricket was written by a clergyman comes as little sftprise.

This is in itself testimony to the degree to which the game became associated with moral and
even Christian values. The Rev. Pycroft equated cricket wigiighhmanliness, harking back

to Classical times and forward to the muscular Christian era. He was at pains to show that
FULFNHWTIVY ORQJ DQG LQWLPDWH DVVRFLDWLRQ ZLWK GL
DEHUUDWLRQ p$ GDUN &KDISI\RH—WJ‘HLQ WKH +LVWRU\ RI &U

S\FURIWTYV QHZ QDUUDWLYH IRXQG DQ HDJHU PDUNHW LQ
amalgamate old and industrial money into a new ruling elite through the creation of a shared
culture which became increasingly games orientated. Team spodsgspecially cricket,

were now infused with the supposed values of an age of chivalry. The reality of power rooted

in money, whether landed or industrial, sought a facade of virtue and meritocracy which
Pycroft was instrumental in constructing.

PycroftfV GHSLFWLRQ RI WKH JDPH LQ LWV SDVWRUDO FRC
literature®® Even academics have demonstrated a reluctance to look beyond the elite and
plreowvvy JDPH 5RZODQG %YRZHQ LQ WKH GHFDGH WKDYV
professional distinction and the arrival of the overtly commerciatdmegame, produced a

work which, though believed to question the dominant version of the game, could not escape

this very perspectiv®®

Bowen did refer to cup and league cricket in theustrial North and Midlands but in terms

RI D UHDFWLRQ WR WKH SHUFHLYHG uFD@‘\Né{faV@dUdJRXQGU
consider it as a product of the particular culture of those locations. In a revealing
juxtaposition of league and country hous&lJ LFNHW WKH pJHQWOHPDQ DPDWH
%RZHQ GHYRWHG PRUH VSDFH WR WKH ODWWHU FRQVLGHL
WKRVH WDNLQJ SDUWY DQG DQ PRXWOHW IRU WKRVH ZKR C

€0 pycroft, The Cricket Field

®bid., p. 99.

%2 Two classic examples in fiction are: the nostalgic look back at a supposed golden age before the Great War
througha village cricket match, Hugh de Selincourhe Cricket MatchGoring-by-Sea, 1924) andhomas
Waugh,TheCricket Field of the Christian LiféStockport, Tyne & Co., ¢.1910Wwhich GHSLFWV &KULVWTV ;,
DOzD\V EDW DJDLQVW WKH 'HYLOTYV ;, ZKR DOZD\V ERZ@uDTHiE FKHDW [
DOORFDWLRQ RI UROHV WR pJRRGY DQG antdt¥ur Ofisnia® VeRsuf Rrafdddibde RQ G W F
working-class, bowler division of labour in firstass cricketperhaps nogntirely coincidentally.

% Rowland Bowen(Cricket: A Hisory of its Growth and Development Throughout the W¢lshdon, Eyre

and Spottiswoode, 1970).

®bid., p. 116.
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competitive attude in topFODVV FULFNHWY +H QHLWKHU FRQVLGH

enjoyment nor motives of social exclusion.

OXFK ODWHU 6LU '"HUHN %LUOH\ GLG DOORZ-em&UH RI D
demonstrating the contribution of the itinerant professomého in the 1850s and 1860s

seemed on the verge of controlling the game before being submerged by the forces of the

1D X W K R U L VPHEHIeY, HlthdtigiR @I4iting the development of cricket more to specific

political and economic events than to thenoounities in which this development occurred,

did challenge the assumptions of the elites who ran the game. During the Great War, for
example, firsiclass cricket, pressured by the public school establishment, ceased, as did the
great majority of club cricet in the South. In the North, however, Birley found that the

leagues continued and helped to boost m§fgBmmewhat irreverently, he considered some

RI WKH PXVFXODU &KULVWLDQ YLHZV RI WKH JDPH DV SUF

IDOXWLQMEIRQVHQ

Jeff Hill had earlier undertaken a pioneering examination of the relationship between first
class and league crick&tHill emphasised the need for historians to examine the game, first
within the context of its social and political relations andpsély, with a conscious eye as

to how themeaningof cricket was propagatéd.He contended that, as in the wider case of
leisure noted by such as Bailey, there was a contest in the third quarter of the nineteenth
century between the popular and elite wmrs of the game. Following the demise of the
working-class itinerant professionals, an alliance of the aristocracy and-oyighele classes

sought to establish the hegemony of the tii@e game. Consequently, a socially elite
meaning of cricket was proeWHG E\ WKH JDPHYV ZLGH OLWHUDWXUH

forms of the game, that is league cricket.

Hill stressed that communities were of paramount importance to league cricket and that
consequently the game evolved a form of play and socialaefatjuite distinct from the
first-class game. The clubs afforded a position of esteem not subordination to its

% bid., pp. 112, 114.7.

% Derek Birley,A Social History of English Crick¢tondon,Aurum, 2003).

*7 |bid., pp. 20610.

% bid., p. 94.

9 _HIIUH\ +isd@asspCricket and the Leagues: Some Notes the Developmenof English Cricket,
190040 {The International Journal of the History of Spdvol. 4, No. 1 (1987), 681.

Obid., 68, italics original.

™ Ibid., 6870.
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professionald? /HDJXH FULFNHW SURYLGHG D puPHDQLQJY RI WKH

social elite being projected in the county and test $orm

Despite this, Hill saw league cricket maintaining a place withenoverall structure of the

game. This contrasted with rugby, where a rupture occurred in similar circumstances.
6XSSRUWLQJ *UDPVFLTV FRQFHSW RI FXGiuxXdsick& waslaa HP R Q\
HQHIJRWLDWHG YHUVLRQY RI WKH IRUPV DQAG-IiIIUaH‘a@DWLRQ\
KLIKOLJKWHG D QHHG IRU UHVHDUFK LQWR VPDOO PEUHDG

are good examples of these and this thesis addressésstioriographical neglect.

More recently, Rob Light found that during the years 18260 cricket shifted its fulcrum

from the South(DVW RI (QJODQG WR WKH LQGXVWULDOLVLQJ 1R
southerrcentric morality was being inventéd.  RQVHTXHQWO\ FULFNHWYV H]
West Riding gave little support to the tdpwn diffusion model, being stimulated by a
competitive workingclass culture which prdated the Pycroftian version. This older culture

was seen in the long and wdibcumented history of competitive stake matches sponsored by

the gentry in the eighteenth century and from the late 1840s by the professional touring sides.

Furthermore, Light showed how such stake matches flourished in the West Riding in the
intervening yeas, creating a framework of competition and a vehicle of community identity
WKURXJK WKH JURZLQJ ULYDOU\ RI WKH D U H DYHe HISDQGLC
find a need for middkelass sponsorship in the development of cricket clubs of worktass

players and identified attempts at imposing the tenets of rational recr&dtika.Bailey and
Cunningham, he argued that attempts to diffuse the new ethical code were resisted or
received lipservice rather than compliance, this being the case witmtary organisations

including churche&®

Two other academic historians have carried out important work relevant to the development
of local cricket, including the contribution of clergy. In his examination of Victorian cricket,
though mainly concernedith the firstclass form, Keith Sandiford did consider these aspects

"2 1bid., 7374, 79. An excellenillustration of the relationship between a league club and its community is that
of the Heywoods of Todmorden Cricket Club, Freda, Malcolm and Brian Heyv@oth Caps and Cricket
Crazy: Todmorden and Cricket 183896 (Upper Calder Valley Publications, 2004) and the sequel, In a
League of Their Own: Cricket & Leisure in2@entury TodmordetUpper Calder Valley Publications, 2011).
®Collins, 5X JE\TV *UHDW 6SOLW

" + L O |rst@hass Cricketand the League§

" Rob Light, u&ULFNHW{V JRUJRWWHQ 3DVW $ 6RFLDO DQG &XOWXUDO +L\
Yorkshire1820+ (PhD Thesis, De Monfort University, 2008).

% |bid., pp. 528.

bid., pp. 13540.

8bid., p. 150.
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ofthegamé? +H IRXQG LQ WKH VHFRQG KDOI RI WKH QLQHWHHOQ\
FOXE FULFNHWY ZLWK WKH HPHUJHQFH LQ WKH LQGXVWULD
concentrated on the dominant Lancashire League, though engaging less local primary
sources? Taking a strong diffusionist position, Sandiford contended that this expansion

came on a tide of muscular Christian fervour which universally inspired clergynsempport

cricket, with even the Nonconformists anxious not to be left béfiind.

Jack Williams, in his examination of club and league cricket, took a more empirical
approach. Although based in the early twentieth century, towards the end of thishresearc
Williams provided a comprehensive evaluation of the game and its significance to regional
and religious as well as national social histSrile found a marked distinction at this level

of cricket. League cricket was found mainly in the industrial NddtQ G OLGODQGV EXW
FULFNHW ZDV VI\QRQ\PRXV ZLWK pHIULHQGO\Y FULFNHW DQ(
more socially exclusive with wealthier members. The latter were hostile to league cricket,
which put a premium on winning and the prestigethef locality®® Williams showed that

church cricket was also largely confined to the industrial regions of the country, the Midlands

and more especially the NothThe conditions which favoured league cricket also seemed

to favour church cricket.

In a suvey of churchbased sport in the North, Williams identified several important themes.

He discovered a class basis to church cricket with members being predominantly in working

class or lowemiddle class occupatioffs.+H IRXQG WKDW WKHDERQEMSIW ZRD V|
closely associated with church clubs. Williams held that the culture of churches in their
provision of sport fostered a sense of identity among working men and women. This, he
DUJXHG LOOXVWUDWHG WKH pYDUL Hteés DHriswblkénhgah@ W H G T C
the formation of a social or political consciousness hostile to other cf§3aéitiams also

contended that church cricket retarded the advance of secufarigns thesis will utilise

these concepts from the perspective ofoFULFNHW DQG FKXUFK W ZLOO D¢

9 Keith A. P. SandifordCricket and thé/ictorians(Aldershot,Scolar Press, 1994)

8 bid., pp. 5355.

8 |bid., pp. 3641.

82 Jack Williams,Cricket and EnglandA Cultural and Social History of the IntaVar Yearg(London, Frank
Cass,1999).

8 Ibid., pp. 367, 52.

8 |bid., pp.147-9.

8 JackWilliams, 'Churches, Sport and Identities in the North, 22089' in Jeff Hill and Jack Williamgds)
Sport and Identity in the North of Englafideele Keele University Press, 1996), pp. 138.

®bid., pp. 11819, 13234,

8 |bid., pp. 12728.
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through a detailed evaluation of the occupations of members (population censuses being
DYDLODEOH IRU QHDUO\ DOO RI WKH SHULRG XS WR |
with their wider commuirties.

Sandiford and Williams have recognised other crucial, but-ttilesidered, themes pertinent

to this thesis. Both noted the financial difficulties encountered by clubs at the level of
competition associated with church cricket and the plethora tffane necessary to develop

their facilities or even to surviv&. They also assessed the role of gender: examining the
largely neglected contribution of women to cricket. Sandiford showed how resistance in the
VKDSH RI WKH QHZ FXOW Rdapfe@ape lofQthk\ViahTalesgdreDuntil GheD

1880s. This was again closely linked to social class, emerging at the genteel White Heather
&OXE DQG WKH HOLWH JLUOVYTY VFKRROV 6DQGLIRUG IRXQCGC
class womefi? Williams, examining the later period, saw women predominantly in ancillary

and fundraising positions but argued that they played a vital part and usually found the
experience worthwhile. He discovered that women started to play in the area outside of the
SHULRG RI WKLV VWXG\ LQ WKH V IROORZLQJ WKH IRXQG
Federation’?

7KH pDXWKRULVHGYT YHUVLRQ RI FULFNHW EDVHG RQ D QDI
in which Anglicanism featured prominently has dominatetHthJ DPHYIV QDUUDWLYH
cricket in mainly industrial Halifax and the Calder Valley offers a far more representative

voice. Multrdenominational as well as muttiass, it provides a fresh perspective in
DGGUHVVLQJ FUXFLDO LV VotiehrapbyDdulira=difEusidn dndFeehWdsy KLV W
social control and hegemony, the relationship between church, wider community and identity,

the role of gender and ignored or neglected areas such as grounds, finance and rules.

The Historiography of Religion a nd Recreation, Sport and Cricket

Few subjects were as contentious within the churches and chapels of the nineteenth century
as their relationship with leisure and sport. Perceptions of recreation varied from the work of
the Devil to the work of salvation.

Bailey cited the rise of evangelicalism from the raighteenth century as a crucial factor in
the shift of attitudes to the leisure of the lower orders, which was increasingly seen as

8 sandiford,Cricket and the Victoriangp. 56-7; Williams, Cricket and Englandpp. 1735.
8 sandiford Cricket and the Victoriangp. 56-7
O williams, Cricket and Englangdpp.106-11.
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MPRUDOO\ RITHQVLYH VRFLDOO\ VXEYHUR\JIU\IQIHV-IVeDe@gGedD JHQHL
that by the 1830s evangelical attitudes were prevalent among clergy of all denominations, as

well as among the middle classes in general, with anxiety over amusements and especially
popular recreation. This brought repression of blguatts and vigorous attempts to enforce

sabbatarianism and temperaritce.

These clericabided endeavours to suppress-m@dern leisure took place against the
volatile political, economic and social background engendered by the French Revolution and
the enging wars, Luddism, Swing Riots, the agitations over political and Poor Law reform
and, later, Chartism. Alan Gilbert notes that by 1834 at least 12 per cent of clergymen had
attained positions as magistrates and often carried out their duties withegidat z

David Hempton, examining the role of religion in identity, saw the promotion of Anglican

clergy to the bench as an indicator of their rising social status. In many rural areas a social
distance emerged between clergymen and their congregatiorprifathe neglect of the

parish of which pluralism and absenteeism were the main eleffefitsis neglect
jeopardised the recreation of the lower orders and their relationship with the church itself as
popular adherence to Anglicanism depended on a bbAan®1 pPpVRFLDO XWLOLW
HQWHUWDLQPHQW D®G PRUDO FRQVHQVXVT

Hempton concurred with Bailey that the early success of evangelicalism delivered a further
blow to popular amusements by creating a consensus of interest between the moralistic
middle class id the skilled working clas§.He identified, however, a tendency to social
climbing which downgraded revivalism into respectability and served to alienate the
industrial working clas$’ Moreover, Hempton contended that social class hindered
Methodist misenary efforts to the urban poor, though chapels did begin to open themselves
up to entertainmerdrientated activities which helped locate them at the centre of village
life.%®

%1 Bailey, Lesiure and Class. 3.

bid., pp. 1719.

9 Alan D. Gilbert,Religion and Society in Industrial England: Church, Chapel and Social Change;15240
(London, Longmanl1976), pp. 8€L.

% David Hempton,Religion and Political Culture in Britain and IrelanfCambridge, Cambridge University
Press,199%), mp. 89, 5

% bid., p. 17.

% bid., p. 32.

bid., p. 29.

% |bid., pp. 4045.
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It was the poor of the urban areas, rather than the countryside, who wéorece Mann in
ODQQTY LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ RI WKDW \HDUTV &HQVXV R

Rl VRFLDO FODVV LQ WKH pSHVVLPLVWLFY SDUDGLJP RI U}

1950s. In this, urbamdustrialisation engendered thess to the churches of the labouring

classes, especially men. In Victorian Sheffield, Bishop E. R. Wickham saw the poor

estranged from the urban churches mainly due to social differentfation.

7KLV MSHVVLPLVWLFY DQDO\VLV zZD¥ InyliX 8i8 Recoghis& thet\ .HQ Q'
efforts were made by the churches to attract the working people in the urban industrial areas

in the 50 years prior to the Census and that these were strengthened and widened
afterwards®’! Indeed, he argued that the attempts lofirches to entice working men led
eventually to the provision of recreational activities. This approach caused considerable soul
searching for churches and especially the Nonconformists, with their Puritan roots. Inglis
contended that the fear of a religibased on amusements would not survive the loss of those
amusements was counterpoised by the growing concern of losing their young people if these
ZHUH QRW SURYLGHG 7KH XSVKRW ZDV pSXUHUY SOHDVXU
though ultimatelyall such methods were to prove ineffectiVe.

The pessimistic interpretation of church loss has been challenged, most robustly by Callum
Brown, who took a gender, rather than class, perspective on seculariSaBomwn saw the
FKXUFKHVY GH MO adydit ¢f RridénisatRiPwithl the loss of the working classes but

from the 1960s with the loss of the bedrock support of females. Brown, moreover, considered
JHQGHU WR EH D FUXFLDO IDFWRU LQ WKH FKXUFKHVY SUR
of the nineteenth century, due to increasingly segregated gender roles, the male had lost his
traditional place at the centre of the home, with the female providing the religious and moral
fulcrum of the family'®* 7KLV GLPLQLVKHG WKH P ssitafing dflereff X OL QL YV
outlets considered manly such as games. Simultaneously, anxieties about religion being
FRQVLGHUHG D IHPLQLQH DFWLYLW\ OHG WR WKH FKXUFKH
ZLWK 6DQGLIRUG %URZQ FRQW éf @@Geuar @hiHsbantyrlexXridFald HV [ V)

9 E. R. WickhamChurch and People in an Industrial Cigyondon, Lutterworth Press, 1957).

10K, s. Inglis,Churches and the Working Classes in Victorian Engldrahdon, Routledge and Kegan Paul,
1963).

10 hid., p. 2.

1921bid., pp. 7485.

193 callum G. BrownThe Death of Christian BritaifLondon, Routledge, 2001).

1% bid, p. 88.
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endorsement of masculinity but an attempt to maintain it within manageable'finiisspite
%URZQTV YLHZ upuPXVFXODUY LQFUHDVLQJO\ RXWZHLJKHG u.

Aside from class and genderbdsed explanations, there isalth SHUVSHFWLYH IRU F
provision of recreation and sport. In this, muscular Christianity acquired a far nobler narrative

than allowed by Brown. Sports, often distasteful to church and chapel in the first half of the
nineteenth century, had by its taguarter become not only respectable but had assumed
Christian virtues and patriotic overtones. David Newsome identified a transformation, in
ZKLFK FOHUJ\ SOD\HG LPSRUWDQW UROHV IURP WKH pJR!
$UQROG WR WKB RIDRBOLIQHMW RQ &KDUOHV .LAPIWihH\ DQG
QDWXUH LPLWDWLQJ DUW +XJKHVY 7TRHS /AR WR 16 BKIRQARM
bestowed on sports, and particularly team games, a chivalric dimension. The idea of
employing physical strength imoble, Christian and increasingly nationalistic causes, found

an eager audience in theuveaux richesby now tiring of the constraints of contemporary

respectability®’

Hugh McLeod, in his study of religion in Victorian London, recognised a similér'8hiHe

found that in the first half of the nineteenth century middéss church attendance and
abstinence from recreations was enforced through the agency of respectability. McLeod
contends that the basis of respectability began to shift during theitetgeenth century
MFULVLV RI IDLWKY DQG FRQVHTXHQWO\ LQ WKH VXEXUEV
DVVRFLDWLRQV PDQ\ RI WKHP OY™QNHG ZLWK D SODFH RI ZF

McLeod identified class as a key determinant of formal worship. He found that London
reflected the country as a whole in that workalgss church attendance wa® rata much

lower than for the higher social class&sin Bethnal Green the Anglican High Settlement
responded to this discrepancy by engaging the labouring classes throygiowiséeon of
sports clubs. Clergymen, however, could rarely resist attaching a secular behayuadiral

pro qua

$PRQJ WKH >SDULVKLRQHUVY@ SULYLOHJHV VKRXOG EH
social intercourse; and these can best be supplied by GChdas with their various

19 bid, pp. 968.

1% pavid NewsomeGodliness and Good Learningour Sudies on a Vimrian Ideal (London,JohnMurray,
1961)

197 bid., pp. 199202, 237.

1% Hugh McLeod Class and Religion in the Late Victorian C{tyondon, Croom Helm, 1974), pp. 288
199bid., pp. 13435.

101bid., p. 279. McLeod does, however, note considerable differeneesial attendances in different areas.
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guilds, classes and societies. Among the duties, on the other hand, which require to be
revived, thrift and prudence stand preP L Q H® W «

In a later work, McLeod looked more directly at the promotion of sport by chutthis.
sawsport in the Nonconformist chapels of Northampton evolving through five stages. First
ZDV WKH LPSURPSWX IRUPDWLRQ RI FOXEV IURP <RXQJ OHC
provision of sport by Sunday schools wishing to retain scholars. The third stage attract
outsiders and provide a diversion from less wholesome activities. The fourth stage was the
promotion of sport by ministers and chapel leaders as a good thing in itself. The final stage
was complete acceptance requiring no justificatidriMcLeod identified a generational
dimension with opposition to sport ascendant during the 1870s and early 1880s. Then
followed a balance of opinion in the 1890s leading to success for the sportsmen and women
in the early twentieth century? He also noted the pcedents of Sunday school outings
which frequently included informal games of cricket and other sports, with teachers often
joining in enthusiastically*> Other than as a counter to gambling and drinking, McLeod
barely acknowledged the behavioural and damatrol views often seen as a motivation for
church sport. He viewed it in a positive light: part of a progressive time in religious history
when support for trade unionism and pacifism emerged alongside more tolerance of
Catholicism**®

McLeod consideredhurch sport as predominantly a feature of the North and Midlands but
QRWHG -HIIUH\ &R[TV ILQGLQJ LQ WKDW RXW RI FU
were connected with a chagél.Cox, in his study of Lambeth, examined the effect of the
churched] ZLGHU L QY R O3pHifeal @aters QithihRM@ context of secularisafith.

Opposing the pessimistic paradigm, Cox argued that the fall in religious observance came not
with the growth of industrialisation but with its decline, starting in theD$&8d accelerating

just after 19032° He contended that the churches secularised themselves by endeavouring to
retain and attract adherents through their social and philanthropic activities which were

11 Annual Report of Oxford House, 1886jd., p. 110.

"2 Hugh McLeod p37KHZV DQG 6LQHZV ™ 1R Q RROQAVR BeBhiMytonaQ indaghRalcsev
Modern Christianity and Cultural Aspiratioritondon SheffieldAcademic Press, 2003), pp.-28.

3 bid., p. 31. McLeod gives no chronology for the stages.

14bid., p. 30.

15 bid., p. 33.

101bid., pp. 44, 46.

"7 bid., p 31.

118 jeffrey Cox,The English Churches in a Secular Society: Lambeth, 1880 (Oxford, Oxford University
Press;1982)

19bid., pp. 27273.
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destined to be dismantled by betéguipped provideraind by the 1920s the clergy saw
WKHPVHOYHV DV pLUUHOHYDQWY WR WKH 3UHDO" QHHGV RI

Cox largely reinforced an earlier study carried out in Reading by Stephen Yeo, who had
argued that churches and all other voluntary organisations, having tdtveg the second

half of the nineteenth century, went into decline by the Great War in the face of the same
external social and economic pressures. This occurred when industry becamsciaieyand

less associated with the local community and with thergence of state welfarist: He

saw secular leisure as a bigger threat to the institutional church of the early twentieth century
than either politics or welfarisfi? The imperative to raise money, Yeo maintained, led to the
degradation of the spiritual & H RI FKXUFKHV WKURXJK WKH pSXWWLQJ
DWWUDFW FXVWRPHUV RQO\ WR ILQG WKH ¥LGHVKRZV WDNI

Simon Green saw the same forces at work at the same time within the churches in and around
Halifax.'** He conended that industrialisation was not accompanied by secularisation which,
concurring with Cox, came later, after 1900, with clergymen becoming demoralised during

the 19208 *UHHQ VDZ VHFXODULVDWLRQ DV D UHVXOW RI V
necessita fundraising through the employment of a@figious methods which, as Yeo
DUJXHG GHWUDFWHG IURP WKHLU VSLULWXDO SXUSRVH *
to enlist working men leading to special efforts, among which were the founding ¢$ spor

clubs, including cricket, by themselves and their Sunday schols.

John Hargreaves, in his study of religion in the ancient parish of Halifax, did not endorse the
selfinflicted argument of secularisation, identifying instead a multiplicity of reakonthe
decline in churchkgoing including population decline, suburbanisation, the growth of the
Labour movement, increased state educational and welfare provision as well as the
emergence of organised leisdfé. Hargreaves did note, however, the attentgytslergy to

120pid., p. 270, 27374.

121 Stephen YeoReligion and Voluntary Organisations in Crigisondon, Croom Helm,1976).

1221hid., p. 15.

12 bid., p. 4.

124 5 J.D. GreenReligion in the Age of Declin®rganisation and Experience in Industrial Yorkshire, 1870
1920 (Cambridge, Cambridge University Pre$896). In this work Green also examines nearby Denholme and
Keighley.

12 bid., p. 380.

126 Green Religion in the Age of Declin@p. 181255

2 _RKQ $ +DUJUHDYHV u5HOLJLRQ DQG 6R FI9OHWINpuBlished PhBthddis,V K R +D
C.N.A.A., Huddersfield Polytechnic, 1991). This is a different John Hargreaves to thessmiotsgist looked

at in the Historiography of Sport.
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draw people into the church employing recreational attractions, citing the Halifax Parish
Church Magazine which during the 1880s advertised its cricket club to this pifpose.

,Q D UHFHQW ZRUN 'RPLQLF (UGR]DLQYKWVYPURY XRJIUHH®HIX
decline- seeing religiosity declining from 1870but with an explanation more subtle and

more directly relevant to this thesfS. Erdozain argued that driven by evangelicalism,
UHOLJLRXV RUJDQLVDWLRQV HQBEHMQGBGWUBG BXOWHXHD B 1L WD
DWWHQWLRQ IURP WKH UHGHPSWLRQ IURP VLQ WR WKH VL
and gambling, and so assisted their own spiritual defffiSéhough pleasure was initially a

problem for evangelicals, Erdozain contended that rational recreation and manly sports with

their emphasis on setfontrol were perceived as a salvation from pleasures which remained
centred on vice. As did Yeo, Erdozain mnf@ WDLQHG WKDW UHFUHDWLRQ ZD°
feature in the fostering of secularisation by the churches as their attention shifted from the
VXSHUQDWXUDO WR WKHlﬁJHQLDOLWLHV RI KXPDQLVPY

Recently, McLeod has identified the main threat that sporgts religion came from the

rivalry for emotional commitmerit? In a wideranging survey, McLeod examines the
changing relationship between the churches and recreation from the time of the French
5HYROXWLRQ XS WR WKH *UHDW :DUfromkpeciiKty Blarkeét VY] SRV
condemnation under the influence of Evangelicalism, to which sport was anathema as a
HFRXOXWAHWXUHY 7KHQ ZLWK WKH DUULYDO RI PXVFEFXODU &
general, though never universal, acceptance and piamaf recreation and sport. McLeod

notes that in the creation of (what became famous) church sports clubs, clergy were
sometimes active but sometimes passive. Despite this, he allows little say to the ordinary
participant and largely ignores the northerdustrial areas, especially the West Riding.

Church cricket in Halifax and the Calder Valley emerged as religious organisations were
endeavouring to adjust to a changing economic and political world and to fears, real and
perceived, of their own deckn Their cricket clubs were both a reflection and factor in this
adaptation and concern. Church cricket is, therefore, of great value in exampiogant
issuessuch as the relations between clergy, wealthy patrons, club members and the wider

1281pid., p.289.

129 Dominic Erdozain The Problem of Pleasure: Sport, Recreation and the Crisis of Victorian Religion
(Woodbridge, Boydell Press, 2010).

1%01bid., pp. 7, 27273.

131 bid., p. 277. The qoutation is from P.T. Forsyth, a Congregationalist theologiariThie Charter of the
Church(London, 1896).

%2 +XJK OF/HRG U6SRUW DQG S5HOLIJLRQQALAOLFMNOD@®WVRQ DQG $QGUHZ 3
Sports and Christianity: Historical an@ontemporary Perspectivélsondon, Routledge, 2012), pp. 13D.
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community;the significance of recreation in evangelicalism and secularism; and the role of
the church within a rapidly transforming industrial society.

Aims

The overall purpose of this research is to determine the significance of church cricket in
Halifax and he Calder Valley between 1860 and c.1920. From the examination of the
relevant historiography and the issues, gaps and concepts they identify, crucial questions
HPHUJH WR WKLV HQG 7KH GULYLQJ RQH LV pWR ZKDW H[W
RI FOHULFDO LQIOXHQFH DQG PXVFXODU &KULVWLDQLW\"Y
and when did church cricket appear in the area? How did industrial transformation and the
DUHDTV PRRUODQG WHUUDLQ DIIHFW LWV @adspblftOREPHQW™"
FKXUFK FULFNHW VXSSRUW WKH pOHLVXUH YDFXXPY WKHRL
ran the clubs and what did it mean for them? What do the clubs tell us about religious
adherence during the period? How did church cricket clubserétaother contemporary

voluntary organisations of similar social compositions? To what extent were church cricket

clubs financed by the paternalism of their church and its wealthier congregation members?

Did clergy and church hierarchies endeavour totrobrthe behaviour of club members?

What role was played by social class and, especially in the light of changing industrial and
SROLWLFDO UHODWLRQV GLG WKLV GHPRQVWUDWH GLYL
involvement in church cricket clubs andwdid this relate to the wider gender debate? What

was the relationship and identification between cricket clubs, their religious organisations,

and their wider communities? What was the effect of the Great War? Did church cricket
retard or accelerate seatisation?

This study intends to inform the debate about the ninetemmttury reform of leisure and of

WKH SLYRWDO UROH RI UHOLJLRXV RUJDQLVDWLRQV GXUI
growth from 1860 to around 1920. In doing so it seekprbvide a new perspective on the

churches themselves as they confronted the transformation of theesoaimmic, political as

well as religious basis of the country and then the trauma of world war. Based on empirical
analysis, it looks to modify and & HQG .HLWK 6DQGLIRUGYTV VWXG\ RI 9LF
cricket and clerical influence, and to link to and complement the work of Jack Williams,
whose focus has been principally on the inter period, and mainly in Lancashit&.This

research alsoaimg R DGG WR WKH ZRUN RI 5RE /LJKW RI WKH 8QLY
Cricket Research Centre, who examined the development of cricket in the West Riding up to

133 sandiford,Cricket and theVictorians Williams, ‘Churches, Sport and IdentitisWilliams, Cricket and
England
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1860, the year in which the first church cricket club appeared in Halifax and the Calder
Valley.®** In addition it seeks to complement other regional studies whittough not

addressing the subject specifically and consequently not in such depth and breadth as this
thesis xdo examine church cricket such as the works of Andrew Hignell in Soatesy\Man

Clarke in Cornwall and aget unpublished research by Keir Hounsome in Norfdik.
ORUHRYHU ZLWK WKLV VWXG\YV JHRJUDSKLFDO ORFDWLRQ
Rl +DOLID[ LW LQWHQGVY WR SURYLG HrebgpudDd@lbpher® QDO L
throughout the period as researched by John Hargreaves and Simori®*&reen.

Methodology

The researclperiod covers thebirth and developmendf church cricket in Halifax and the
&DOGHU 9DOOH\ IURP W K H k@&dwhVddurehl cMbKtilroDrid B2V HDU O
This timescale @rmits an indepth examination afhurch clubs duringhe crucial, formative

yearsof popular organised cricket in the aredile also allowing arevaluaton of how the

clubs managed the trauma of the gat War and its aftermatiifhe immediate poswar

situation was also highly relevant to religious organisations themselves, especially regarding
secularisation, as well as to the profound effect upon the lives of women and how this was
reflected in churctericket. The study also examines the decades before church cricket in
order to best demonstrate the significance of this development in its wider religious, socio
economic and political asell assporting context.

The thesis is presented in eight maimmiers. The first chapter assesses the background to
the emergence of church cricket in the area. It considers how popular interest in sport grew
from around 1850 while the possibilities of participating were constrained by finance, time
and spatiatopogmaphical factors. It reveals the strained relations between clergy and working
people which made the prospects of churches hosting sporting activities -aemtidy
anything but a foregone conclusion. It will then evaluate why these prospects improved so
rapidly that only a decade later church cricket was on the point of taking off.

A second, short, chapter introduces the primary clubs which provide the core of the study and
the significance of their selection. It aims to show how, in a more tranquil periodustrial
and urban transformation, church cricket clubs emerged throughout Halifax and the Calder

B4 JLIKW pP&ULFNHWYIV JRUJRWWHQ 3DVWT

135 Andrew Hignell, $ ) D Y R Xamé: \@8ckétin South Wales Before 191€ardiff, University of Wales
Press, 1992)lan David Clarke, The Development and Social History of Cricket in Cornwall 1815 to 1881
(PhD Thess, De Monfort University, 2004); As yet unpublished research by H@imsome.

¥ +DUJUHDYHV up5HOLJLR @elyiQrGn R AdetoiDefling UHH Q
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Valley in a diverse range of communities as regards geography, industry, religious propensity
and sporting precedents. Encompassing a reasonably mgptaserange of formation dates

and denomination, church or Sunday school, the clubs furnish an empirical framework to
examine the themes of the thesis and to allow future comparisons with similar regional
studies.

Chapter three examines the evolvingitades, motives and roles of clergymen in the
development of cricket in Halifax and the Calder Valley. It evaluates the received wisdom
that Anglican clergy were more active than those of Nonconformity. It considers the relative
contribution of clergy anaongregations to the boom in church cricket clubs. The Sunday
school clubs are assessed as to why their foundation was somewhat different from those
emerging from churches.

Chapter four examines the membership and leadership of church cricket cluladed thas

to the contention that clubs were under midfl® DVV FRQWURO DQG WR WKH puS
secularisation which saw the industrial labouring class as lost to the churches. The
contribution of wealthier patrons and class relations withincthles will be evaluated. The
association of local politicians with church clubs will be considered in the context of the
UDSLGO\ FKDQJLQJ SROLWLFDO VLWXDWLRQ 7KH FKDSWH
HPHDQLQJVY WR FKXUFK FdbeX& aPtime BftsUvagejts dofivisid thRhe

DUHD LW ZLOO DVVHVV ZKHWKHU IHPDOHVY FROQWULEXWLR
or reinforced gender stereotypedo accommodate important developments and
historiographical debaterelating to women, th@¢imeframein this caseis occasionally

extendedup tothe earlyl930s

Chapter five notes how inspections implemented by the committee of the Halifax Parish
Challenge Cup demonstrated the paramount importance of grounds to th¢ HiRaltWKH DUHD §
cricket clubs. The significance of churches and their networks is assessed in the acquirement
and development of pitches. The efforts and costs in retaining and developing grounds, it will

be suggested, tended to move them in a seculastidmeand revealed early signs of a shift

IURP FKXUFK WR ZRUNVY FOXEV -RKQ %DOH{YV LQWHUSU
examining whether the grounds held more than a purely functional significance for
members>’

13 _RKQ %DOH u6SDFH 30DFHXDDXD & FDGAGE X O WK U\ MEeSdfafisRd AdiSakei W
Series B, Human Geographyol. 78, No. 3 (1996)163-171
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Chapter six considers how chronindncial difficulties shaped the operation and progress of

church clubs. It considers their plight in relation to larger cricket (and also football) clubs as

well as to other predominantly workifalass voluntary organisations confronting similar
economic FRQvVWUDLQWY ORUHRYHU LW SURSRVHV WKDW UH
raising money through social activities benefitted their clubs, but also helped secular
organisations. Conversely, the fundraising experience of church cricket clubs will be
empoyed to assess the argument that the commercial raising of money by churches
engendered secularism.

Chapter seven appraises the oftefuminous rules of church cricket clubs and their purpose.

The insistence of clergymen (and some church hierarchieseeing these rules will be
considered in relation to their pronouncements on the inherent moral qualities of cricket.
'LWK WKH UXOHVY FORVH FRUUHVSRQGHQFH WR IDFWRU\ L
ZLVKHG WR HQIRUFH ZKDW PAGBIOO\HW HIQP W KH pnS CFBDXG NV LV
whether this formed part of a wider attempt at social cohtfalonsidering the even more

stringent regulations in older workirglass mutual organisations, the degree to which rules

were unilaterally imposed litergymen will be evaluated. The extent to which the rules were
effective in their stated aims and what this reveals about the nature of the game in the area

will also be examined as will the significance of rule amendments.

The final chapter looks ahe role church clubs came to play in their wider communities
during a period of limited recreational opportunities. It considers not only cricket itself and its
part in developing identity in both old and new localities but also the importance of thd clubs
social events, initiated to raise vital finance, as noted in chapter six. It will examine whether
in this wider role church cricket clubs hindered or facilitated secularisatiatsoltevaluates

the role played by denomination in terms of identity aeldtions between different religious
groups andagain considers the growing involvement of women in the clubs and how this
linkedto the wider gender debate.

This thesis is based on comparative historical research. It entailed a thorough examination of
thearchival records of church cricket clubs in Halifax and the Calder Vallegh as minute

books and cashbooks and, where available, personal records and scorebao#s
FRQWHPSRUDU\ GRFXPHQWYV RI WKH FOXEVY UHOLJLRXV
tUHDVXUHUVY ERRNV RI ERWK FKXUFKHV DQG 6XQGD\ VFKRF

documents of church auxiliary bodies. These sources, which provide the primary clubs,

138 Bailey, Leisure and Clas®. 5.
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furnish not only factual information about the membership and everyday runinangleet

clubs, churches and their auxiliaries, they also reveal their objectives, ambitions, concerns
and disagreements and insightful opinions and assumptions. They allow ordinary men and
women who were not avidly reported in the pressnmortalised m bographiedo taketheir

place inhistory. Certain clubs have been kind enough to lend me their manuscripts. Other
sources have been consulted at the West Yorkshire Archive departments at Calderdale,
Kirklees and Wakefield. Additionally, local and rega sources have been researched at the
Yorkshire Branch of the Wesley Historical Society, based at the University of Huddersfield
as have national Methodist magazines and other records from the John Ryland's Library at
the University of Manchester.

Little in the way of primary sources remains for clubs during this period, a situation not a

great deal better for their religious parents. This research will rely in large part, therefore, on

a detailed examination of eight or nine clubs which have corrdspprchurch sources.

These clubs holdften extensive primary materials and serve to provide a spread of church

and chapel denominations as well as Sunday school clubs, with geography, industrial profile
DQG \HDU RI IRXQGDWLRQ DOV RistriRQWMIL GeHabHe@ to 7addHVH FC
complemented by reference to the records of nmahgr church and secular clubs and will

putliving IOHVK RQWR WKH VNHOHWRQ RI WKH DUHDYV FKXUFK

$V UHIJDUGV WKH DUHDYV OHDJXHYV a didgdppbimingfakk 6fDV EHH !
contemporary recorddMinute bookshave notsurvived for those based on churches or

Sunday school®or the period of this studgespeciallyregrettablen the case of théHalifax

Anglican and Nonconformist leaguesvhich may have revdad motivations of
denominationativalry or, in the aftermath of the contentious 1902 Education Act, even ill

will in their formation) the only existing minutes for any league are those of the Halifax

Parish Cricket League. These commence only in 1918 it8 inauguration but provide

valuable evidence, especially about attitudes and the problems engendered by the Great War.

The minutes of the Halifax Parish Challenge Cup Committee are available for the years 1890
to 1909, though inevitably dominated Iitg major function oforganisng fixtures, these
provide important evidence as to those involved, debates over professionalism and talent
money, and disputes between clubs, including many involving church clubs. The minute
books also contain printed fixtiists, rules, balance statements and newspaper reports. For
this competition, aemarkableand perhaps unique, source has survivte Halifax Parish
Challenge Cup Committee Grounds Report, covering the years 1891 to 1897. A few printed
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contemporary lague sources exist such as @#icial Guide to Halifax & District Cricket
League, Season 1902

The Methodist sources ttie Yorkshire Wesleyan Historical Society and the Rylands Library
furnish little direct evidence regarding cricket and other spddwever, they provide
important snapshotsf changing attitudes and approaches to leisure in a denomination which
very closely mirrored the transformations in nineteeattd earlytwentieth century society.

Despite these limitations in the primary sos;tke materiak are sufficiently strongo enable
a picture of what was going on in church cricldeiring this periodunmatched by other
studies to date.

$ ULFK VRXUFH IRU WKH DUHDYV FULFNHW KLVWRU\ LV WK
Cricket Heritage Project for Calderdale and Kirklees, founded by Dr. Peter Davies, as well as

the former Cricket Research Centre, in both of which | was fortumategé to be involved

and make a small contribution.

The archival sources were supplemented by additional primary sources, principally
newspapers such as thialifax Guardian,Halifax Courier, Todmorden AdvertiseHebden

Bridge TimesaandBrighouse Newsral Brighouse EchdJse was made of the UK Population
Censuses and the 1851 religious census, as well as contemporary trade directories, maps and
church pamphlets and magazines and also national denominational publications such as the
British Weekly and thBible Christian Magazine.

Other than the secondary sources referred to in the historiography, important avwditbesl
sources of local history will be consulted, notaHiglifax by John Hargreave#, History of
Todmorderby Malcolm and Freda Heywoahd Bernard Jenning®righouse: Portrait of a
TownandBrighouse: Birth and Death of a Boroudly Reg Mitchell and two social histories

of cricket: Cloth Caps and Cricket Crazy: Todmorden and Criclket the recernn a League

of their Own: Cricket and ¢isure in 28' Century Todmorderby Freda, Malcolm and Brian
Heywood'*® Additionally, jubilee and celebratory brochures of both churches and cricket
clubs and leagues, though not produced for an academic readership, often provided very

139 John A HargreavesHalifax (Lancaster,Carnegie 2003 2™ Edition); Malcolm and Freda Heywood and
Bernard Jenning#\ History of Todmorde(Otley, Smith Settle1996) Freda,Malcolm and BriarHeywood R.
Mitchell, Brighouse: Pontait of a Town(Brighouse, 1958 R. Mitchell, Brighouse: Birthand Deathof a
Borough(Driffield, 1976); Cloth Caps and Cricket Crazy: Todmorden and Cricket 18386 (Upper Calder
VaIIeR/ Publications2004) Freda, Malcolm and Brian Heywd, In a League of their Own: Cricket and Leisure
in 20" Century TodmordetUpper Calder Valley Publications2011).
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useful data such asOXE RIILFLDOV GDWHV DQG LQVLIJKWV LQWR

patrons, which also pointed to further fruitful avenues of investigation.

This thesis addresses several gaps and weaknesses in the current historiography of church
cricket and, in mayrespects, local crickgter se A major flaw of much cricket history has

been the point from which it has been written: its projection downwards from an elitist
standpoint embedded in an elitist set of cultural assumptions and sometimes pursuing an
elitLVW DJHQGD 7KLV VWXG\ QRW RQO\ DGGUHVVHV WKH QH.
DQG E XWpiadh tather than atypical cricket but considers the possibility that the

ordinary men and women who formed these small cricket clubs might laavagency of

their own, and one which was guidexagreatdegreeby their own culture. Moreover, the

setting for this story is not the pastoral construction of so much cricket writing but one where
popular organised cricket was born in the shadow of @ imioa factory.

Elitist sporting assumptionsmost unquestioned in the case of crickétave, with a few
notable exceptions, been compounded in the case of church involvement, to the point of
becoming an article of faith themselves. Clergymen, in thgmposed mass conversion to
muscular Christianity, have been credited with miraculously turning gamblingbdititig
ruffians into sporting cricketers with no interest in whettrenotthey won or lost as long as

they played the game. This, once mavéhout taking the trouble tdiscoverif the players
themselves had arsayin the matter. Such writing has often relied on superficial empirical
enquiry, seeking only the views and contribution of clergymen and wealthy reformers. It
judged the cake soleby its icing.

Empirical research into church cricket is notable by its scarcity. Even less has been
undertaken during its formative decades or in the crucial industrial and sporting cauldron that
was then the West Riding. This study ties the emergeinceuoch cricket in Halifax and the
Calder Valley firmly to its transforming soceconomic and political as well as religious and
sporting context. An agnostic approach is taken which listens to the quiet voices as well as
the loud voices. It finds out wahthe members of the clubs were, how they made their living,
how they worshipped and how they played their sport.

The history of church sport has been almost exclusively undertaken from either a religious

a sporting standpoint. Although necessarilyused on their clubs, this research endeavours

to take a dual empirical approach, chuashwell ascricket club. Other new subject areas are
HIDPLQHG DQG QHZ SHUVSHFWLYHY DUH HPSOR\HG 7KH VL

in their development areveluated as are their role in their communities which frequently
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went beyond cricket, providing social and cultural activities as well as forging a mutual
identity. This research also takes a new approach by considering church cricket clubs, their
memberslp, operation and social life to other similarly composed popular voluntary bodies

in the region, notably the Friendly Societies and-operatives. Finally, this research
provides evidence as to the religious adherence of ordinary men and women at toedtime
throws a new light on the vexed question of the relationship between churches, recreation and

secularisation.

The main contention of this thesis is that church cricket was more the product of ordinary
working men and women in an advanced, though ta@cenndustrial society than it was of
clerical influence or muscular Christianity. It argues, nonetheless, that religious organisations
gave more opportunities for young men to play organised cricket for the first time than any
other single source and thonly provided a lasting legacy to the game but was also a
WHVWDPHQW WR WKH FKXUFKHVY UHPDLQLQJ LQIOXHQFH L
transformation in the wider society. The case is made that there existed more genuine
adherence to thchurches and clergy than has often been allowed but that those cricket clubs
which established themselves became increasingly independent of their churches and ever
more a part of their wider communities. And so, as yet another alternative attradien to
church, they ultimately played a small part in the advance of secularism.
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CHAPTER 1 MOORS, MIS AND MINISTERS

Introduction

In June 1878Elland Cricket Club hosted a threday fixture between the Australian touring

:, DQG DQ p(lElMWHAI® RVWULFWY ZKLFK LOMHi©kGdhsSthe/ ZR FO
most prestigious game of cricket ever played in Halifax and the Calder Valley, see’map 1.

What is not well known is that Elland Cricket Club began life as the Sunday school club of
Providence Independent Chapel, founded by its teachers and scholars fn 1860.

Map 1 Halifax and the Calder Valley

This is Calderdale, the modemetropolitandistrict, which is the area of Halifax and the Calder
Valley. The area also very closely equates tatiment parish of Halifax

'H(OODQG && 7KHC&R WeEDsitgHDUV
http://www.ckcricketheritage.org.uk/calderdale/elland/docs/elland_theearlyyeawscpdésed 23 August 2011.
Theclergymen were theeverends W. J. Kendl@lso Elland Presidengind E. A. Sandforavho played for

nearby Rastrick Undd.

2 Map reproduced courtesy of Malcolm BUBDOFROP %XOOfV &DQGHUGDOH &RPSDQLRQ
http://freepages.history.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~calderdalecompanion/mmm494.html.

3 Elland Cricket, Athletic & Bowling Club, 1860960 Centenary Brochurél960, p.13
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As tKH DUHDYVY HDUOLHVW NQRZQ FKXUFK FULFNHW FOXE
remarkable transformation. A decade sur earlier such an eventuality would have been
almost unthinkablé.To appreciate the scale of the shift which made the emergence of church
cricket in the area possible, two main questions will be asked. First, what made church cricket

so highly improbald in 1850? Secondly, what factors brought about such a dramatic change?

This chapter argues that in the first half of the century, due mainly toniwecial and
industrial situation, there was little call for organised popular crickigh neither themoney

nor the time to support ifThe evangelical assault on amusements considered immoral or
disruptive to work, was largely directed at the pddareover, relations between working
people andnanyclergymenin the areghad becomeso strained by economj political and
social factors that churches were highly improbable providers of sport.

It is contended that from about raéntury, however, increasing general prosperity and

shorter working hours allied to a growth in figvel sport and its mutuallyustaining relation

with the expandingressled to a burgeoning demand. The churches were becoming by this

time not only more conscious of their social responsibilities but of a mutual interest in
hosting activities for working memnyho werethe main absdars from worship. Despite the
ambivalent relations between clergy and poorer people, it is argued that churches were still
LPSRUWDQW VRFLDO KXEV DQG DV VXFK KHOG SRVVLELO
geography, which has always had a hand ipisigaits history, will be also considered in the

background of the discussion.

Church Cricket: Supply and Demand

Alan Gilbert, in his study of religion and industrial society up to the Great War, argued that

the social historian must consider churcheservice providers which endeavour to appeal to
adherents by supplying not only spiritual goods but also social, cultural and other Benefits.
David Hempton similarly saw religious bodies as most effective in attracting the urban
working population when they satisfied practical social needs or met them on their own
terms’ & KXUFK FULFNHW UHTXLUHG VXFK D PDWFK EMWZHHQ

supply.

* No church club has been identified in the area before 1860. Throughout the ersirRitieg one exception
alone is known: Pudsey Lawrence which started in 1845, apparertly y€ars before any others.

Pudsey St Lawrence Cricket Clulijne Story of Pudsey W /D Z U it@/Fi.slcricket.co.uk/page8.htinl
Accessed @ September 2011.

® Gilbert, Religion and Sociefy. 69.

® Hempton,Religion and Political Culturepp. 11742.
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Demand

Two factors shaped the demand for church cricket. One was general, the other specifically
related to the churches.

General Demand: The Potential through Economic Transformation

Industrial change, especially the factory system, toansfd the way people lived. It affected

the possibilities for popular organised sport in many ways but two important and related
factors were economic and demographilVSLWH WKH SURWUDFWHG GHEDWH
(QJODQGY TXHVWLR Q@f incohiérpuddiuded fainiaFdcket and club formation

for the vast majority of working people in the afda. Halifax, the number of recipients of

outdoor relief rose from 3,704 in 1838 to 8,531 in 1842 at which time many working people

could not even #&rd meat. That same year, those fortunate enough to be employed at
$NUR\GTV ZRUVWHG PLOOV ZHdwéeDXGLRQ WKHUDMXRRU\ )RL
the Halifax Chartist Benjamin Wilson rarely earned more thanp®’ week and had to

undertake numrous jobs to obtain even thatn neighbouring Bradford, pauperism was
HIHDUIXOO\ RQ WKH LQFUHDVHY LQ 'HFHPEHU

Only after 1850 did ordinary people begin to benefit economically from industrialisation.
$OWKRXJK WKH DUHDYfV B&vly R el X860 WhelVikd Wheridad

civil war caused shortages of raw material, incomes rose between 1850 and the early 1870s.
Nationally, real living standards increased substantially throughout the years 1850 t&' 1920.

Even the soFDOOHG HISUHNMWLRQY RI WR VDZ IDOOV LQ

"7KH W&RQGLWLRQ RI (QJODQGYT TXHVWLRQ LV WKH GLVSXWH UXQQLQJ
ZRUNLQJ FODVVHV FRQVHTXHQW RQ LQGXVWULDOLVDWLRQ EHWZHHQ
Hartwell and T. S. Ashton, and N. F. R.Cveif EHLQJ SLWWHG DJDLQVW WKH puSHVVLPLVW\
E. Hobsbawm and E. P. Thompson, and C. H. Feinstein respeclihelygh emphasising the complexdf/the

debate, aUHFHQW LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ UHDIILU P H rive KnhprqsSerty had BtartewvV L F § W K |
from a very low baseJane Humphries, 'Standard of Living, Quality of Life' in Chris Williams (ed.),

Companion to 19tCentury Britain(Oxford, Blackwell Publishing, 2007pp. 287-304.

8 Bradford Observer and Halifax, itidersfield and Keighley Reportet August 1842 £1,000 paid to 2,000

workers.

? Benjamin Wilson;The Struggles of an Old Charti¢Halifax, 1887), p. 13.

19 Bradford Observer and Halifax, Huddersfield and Keighley Repp@dbecember 1847.

" Real incomes increased nationally by 18 per cent between 1850 and 1880, this was followed by a much bigger

rise of 44 per cent between 1880 and 1906, and then by another of 38 per cent to 1924. Calculated from figures

in Joanna BourkeWorkingClass Cultwes in Britain 18961960 (London, Routledge, 1994), Table 1.1
MIRUPDOY UHDO LQFRPHV RI W K193% |g..5\\Red Kcdrirel fdrld@tds wedeD100/ 118, 170

and 234 respectively.
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ensured a continuation of improved living standards for most p&oplee effects spread

beyond the factories. During the campaign to repeal the Corn Laws, one man of the
HODQFKHVWHU YREKRIRQHGKDMEKDW pWKH IXUWKHU SHRSOH
PDQXIDFWXULQJ GLVWULFWYV \PKhis wasUargely 20 With\WwkagdsU FR Q
even for farm labourers being higher near to industrial cetitigse basic needs of life could

be met while ¢aving over some disposable income which could be employed for recreational
purposes.

The second relevant major consequence of industrialisation was demographic. When Elland
hosted the fixture against the Australian tourists it had become a town of iampgubely

13,000, its population having almost quadrupled since 1Bhis rate of growth was
reasonably characteristic of Halifax and the Calder Valley during the céfitbemographic

growth, though, was unevewith concentration into urban centres. Tteminant town,
+DOLID[fV SRSXODWLRQ PXOWLSOLHG HLJKWIROG GXULQJ \
of the dual economy dgopulated slightly from migtentury with migration into the mill

towns and villages of the Hebble and Calder valleys. Fompbe while the new industrial

town of Sowerby Bridge grew by 1,686 to 10,408 between 1881 and 1891, its imdrent|

Sowerby declined by 502 to 5,675. By 1921 the populations were 11,452 and 3,180
respectively:” Six other old industrial villages sawvalfing populations, with the.eeds

Mercury QRWLQJ pWKH WHQGNQGEHWR @HDRHDYE&HIRVOGH LQ WK

With its greater adaptability to mechanisation, cotton was first to be brought into mill
production. Consequentiy KH D U lddD fastorie® dpaehred mainly in the cotton districts
nearest to Lancashire. Around Todmorden the factory system was well established by 1850.
In the eastern areas, worsteds followed belimd it was only in 1850s and 1860s that new
technology allowed nte delicate woollens to be adapted to machireargt even then in
smaller units. In Halifax, the big period of expansion was between 1855 and 1865 when the

12 Colin Matthew (ed.)The Nineteenth Centurfhe Britich Isles 18151901 (Oxford, Oxford University Press,
2000), p. 53.

13 E. H. Hunt,RegionalWageVariations in Britain 18561914 (Oxford, Clarendon Pres4,973, p. 37.

1 At the end of the 1860s competition for labour brought by manufacturing led to eveesdly wages for
farm labourers in industrial Yorkshire and Lancashire being Wall-above the national average. The counties
became prime destinations for farm workers from the South, RegipnalWageVariations p. 39.

15 SeeAppendix 1 Town Podations of Halifax and the Calder Valley 180931

¥ o%HLQJ LQ DQG LQ +DUJUHDYHV u5HOLJLRQ DQG 6R
Parish of Halifax, 1801, p. 30.

UK Population Censuse4881, 1891 and 1921.

18 LeedsMercury, 9 May 1891. The declining villages were Barkisland, Midgley, Northowram, Ovenden,
Sowerby, Soyland and Warley.

¥ Heywoods and Jenning,History of Todmorderpp. 149, 176.
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number of factories increased from 24 to”8@alifax, however,had the magnet of two
HIFHSWLRQDOO\ ODUJH HPSOR\HUV (YHQ LQ WKH GHSUHV)
was employing 2,000 workefS. Seven years late€rossley Carpets had 1,500 employ&es.

The prosperity brought by the factory system reducedetonomic intedependence of

parents and offspringpermitting earlier marriages and leading to the population increase.
Importantly for cricket, it resulted in a particularly youthful demographic, especially in the

towns. In the Borough of Halifax almtoa third of the population was under 15 years old in

18712 With factory employment attracting migration (ofainly young people) from both

the outlying districts and beyori8,+ DOLID[fV SRSXODWLRQ JUHZ IURP

the period 1851 t0 187D OWKRXJK WKLV ZDV SDUWO\ H[SODLQHG E\ W
boundaries in 186% Despite the dramatic growth of population, unlike soofethe
manufacturingcities which were nineteenttentury creations, Halifax and the Calder Valley
wasrepresatative of the industrial areas and not greatly removed from the national pfcture.

Moreover, the economic changes led to a social revolution. The Vicar of Halifax, Francis
3LIRX QRWHG WKDW PDUULDJHV pDUH FRQWILNVMAUH.G VW\H Lk
<RXQJ SHRSOH DUH RI QHFHVVLW\ EURXJKW PXFK?ZQWR FO
The mills and urbanisation created a melting pot of social relations. Young people coming
together for work would also come together for recreation.

The factory system had two further effects which were vital for popular organised cricket.
First, it led to regularity in leisure time. Specifically it brought the Saturdayhudiffiay;
which gave thousands of people free time anducially for team sports simultaneoudree

time. With sabbatarianism widely observed in the area, even by theeigious, if only as a
special day® Saturday early closing, originally 2 pm, later 1 pm, was crucial. It created the

% Green Religion and Declingp. 39.

1 Bradford Observer and Halifax, tidersfield and Keighley ReporferAugust1842

2 +DUJUHDYHV p5HOLJLRQ DQG 6RFLHW\Y S

2 HargreavesHalifax, pp. 73, 127.

24 Net immigration into the West Riding, Lancashire and Cheshire was +3.3 per cent durirgl18%14 per

cent (186171); +4.9 per cent (18781); +0.1 (188491); +0.8 per cent (1891901) followed (as in Halifax

itself as textile manufacturing stagnated), by net emigratibi3 per cent, fronifable 71 Decennial Net
Migration 18511911: Regions itdunt, RegionalWageVariations, p. 247.

%It incorporated parts of neighbouring Skircoat Green and OvehtleRopulation Censuse4851 and 1871.

% The populatiorof the Ancient parish of Halifax rather more thgumdrupled fron#1,220in 1801 to 170,408

in 1881. During the same period the population of Great Britain almost trebled (10.69 million to 29.79 million).
The areawas far more typical of urban growth than, for example, Manchester (75,000 to 502,000) or Bradford
(13,000 to 18%00). UK Population Census 1801, 188PeterODWKLDV u7DEOH BRSXODWLRQ *l
Britain and the United Kingdom, 18419 pM7DEOH *U R Z Wihe Ardt IndiZavNatior(London,
Routledge, 2nd Edition, 1983), p4l5, 417.

2" Francis Ryou, Phases of My Lifé_ondon, Arnold, 1898)p. 308.

% gee GreerReligion in the Age of Decling. 326.
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opportunity for factory workers, alongsidehets not employed on Saturday afternoon, to

play cricket on an increasingly organised basis with cup and league competitions appearing
within two or three decades. A time framework was created which was both conducive to

team sport and was instrumentalgromoting its competitive nature. Factory reform was

driven by the cotton industry. One of its champions had been John Fielden, the radical M.P.
IRU 20GKDP ZKRVH IDPLO\YfVY KXJH FRWWRAQ PDQXIZf)FWXULQ
Of the first six knowrchurch clubs, five were from the Todmorden afea.

Saturday early closing was not, however, introduced everywhere simultaneously following
factory legislation. It arrived piecemeaepending on the industry, the location and, above
all, on the strength ahe workers themselves. In Halifax, it was not generally established
until 18733 Even then many workers, particularly in shops, were not to benefit until decades
later. Thereesulteda phased, though still remarkable, growth of cricket in the area.

The second effect was more subtle and intangible but, this thesis contends, had a profound
bearing on the development of cricket in the area. For formerly skilled craftsmen the factories
brought a loss of ownership, control and social status. The engigessctor, developed to
service the textile mills, had created a new generation of craftsman and by the start of the
twentieth century was secoidimportanceonly to textiles in HalifaxX? These engineers had
thriven by protecting their skills through thegeold methods of exclusivity and
apprenticeships. Howeveby the 1890s even these skills were being eroded by a new
division of labour® Leisure provided opportunities for independence,-eeafiression and

control in a way that was now rarely possible in the work situation.

General Demand: The Growth of Sport

Keith Sandiford hs arguedhat urbanisation boosted markets for commesadisport in the
last three decades of the nineteenth ceritfhus by 1878, the Elland fixture against the
$XVwWubDOLDQV zZDV YLDEOH 1RQHWKHOHVV GHVSLWH 5RE

® HU+RQHVW -RKQY DV KH ZDV NQRZQ LQWURGXFHG WKH +RXUV $FW
males until further acts of 1850 and 18&fured in practice a 10% hour day for all adults and the Saturday half

day holiday.

% These, all formed before 1865, were: Bottoms Methodist Band of Hope, Eastwood Independents,

Knowlwood Primitive Methodists, Millwood Baptists and the Unitarians at Taxden.

31 HargreavesHalifax, S 'LWK WKH WRZQTV WH[WLOH LQGXVWU\ HPSOR\LQJ |
females, labour organisation was weak.

% For example, William Asquith, 1865; James Butler, 1868 and John Stirks of Ovenden in 1866. Hargreaves,
Halifax, pp. 1313.

¥ See F.M.L. Thompsorihe Rise of Respectable Society: A Social History of Victorian Britain 1930

(London, Fontana Presk988), pp. 2383.

% sandiford Cricket and the Victorian®. 54.
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leisure vacuum up to 1850, there had been significant eoiytin demand for cricket: Rob

Light foundin the West Ridindpetween 1820 and 1870at major commercial stake matches
attracting large numbers of spectators and to which betting and drinking remained integral
continued. So too dichformal workingclass cricket which Andrew Hardcastleéecognised

in Halifax and the Calder Valle¥}

From the later 18408Villiam Clarke demonstrated ¢ftontinuing appetite for sport with his
touring professional cricketers. Clarke exploitaa icon ofthe Industrial Revaition, the
railways to promote cricket throughout the country as did entrepreneurs in other recreational
areas’’ The railways not only transported players and spectators they also speeded up the
delivery of newspapers, allowing a truly natiopaessto emerge. Furthermore, telegraph

lines spread alongside the railway netwgr&rmitting thealmostinstantaneous transmission

of results and match reports.

The longestablished relationship between newspapers and sport further challenged the
recreational vasum theory. Since the 1820s, the popular Surtags offering a diet of

sport, sensationalist stories and radical politics had sold 110,000 copies & \Wéek.
radicalism withered away but thressbecame increasingly vital to sport and viegsa.

From the 1840s and 1850s, Sunday papers notalihyR \ G TV , :tHeHNEv@3 \of the World
andReynoldgook advantage of the popular appetite for sport.

The stimulus of th@resswas boosted by its expansion in the 188 to improved literacy
rates following the 1870 and 1880 Education ABpular daily papers commenced in the
1890s with theDaily Mail.*° Richard Holthasarguel that sport had always been a source of
news, identifying% H O O fwhichLddth publicisé and reported contests, mainly races and
prizeffights; the predominantly racing papgporting Life andAthletic Newsvhich started in
1875 and, though mainly devoted to football reporting,pulaide goodcovelageof cricket

and other sport5- Holt shaved that from the 1880s sport took up an increasing number of
column inches in the general poputaess leading quickly to its established position on the
back pages.

% Malcolmson,Popular Recreations

®/LIKW pP&ULFNHWYIV JRUJROBIWB.Q 3DVWY +DUGFDVWOH

3" Most spectacularly seen in 1851, when the Great Exhibition benefited to the tune of amsixtmillion
visitors.

% Edward RoyleModern Britain: A Social History 1750997 (London, Arnold 2" Edition 1997, p. 274.
*bid., p. 275Lloydsalone was selling 750,000 copies per week by the 1880s.

“Olbid. The Sunday papef@t-Bits, Answers to Corresponderdsd 3 H D U V R Q fWereteatN €Ning around
500,000 copies by the turn of the century. Thaly Mail commenced in 1896, followed by timily Express
in 1900 and th®aily Mirror (targeted at the female market) which began9d3l

*1 Holt, Sport and the Britishp. 307.
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There were also publications devoted entirely or mainly to cricket suckriaket,
CrLFNHWHUVY DQG, 6&kUwWd G-dothhiH Aivhesand Wisden &ULFNHWHU V|
Almanack though these were much less likely to have a worklags readership in Halifax,

Brighouse or Todmorden than the highlume general commercial newspapéertough

mainly concerned with football, the popularessfeatured cricket widelyBy the 1920s

sports journalism was a specialist role and Ra®ple with its four pages devoted to the

subject was selling 600,000 copies a weék.

The upsurge in the localressfurther boosted interest in cricket amdncreasingly carried

reports of county and test matchAs. Dave Russehas shownYorkshire had a particularly
enthusiastic (and partisan) popular followfidMoreover, as symbols of the prestige of the
town, localnewspapers were keen to promoteirttisvn teams. This aided circulations by
enticing cricketers and other local sportsmen to buy the paper to see their names and exploits
in print. The ToryHalifax Guardianwas established in 1832 and its Liberal rival iadifax

Courier in 1853. By 1892 theCourier alone had a circulation of around 13,d60The
Todmorden Advertiseglso started in 1853 with thHgrighouse Newsppearing from 1866

(until 1911) and th@righouse Echdounded in 1887 All of these papers repted local as

well as firstclass cricket, as did smalleulglicatiors such as thélebden Bridge Timeand

the Sowerby Magazinélhecoverageof cricket improved with clearer presentation and, from
around 1870, separate sections and more informativetirggpoinnual general meetings and
dinners were regularly reported LYLQJ LQVLIJKWY LQWR WKH FOXEVY SHLI

financial affairs.

7KH ORFDO QHZVSDSHUV KDG EHHQ DEOH WR UHSRUW VHY
Australia fixture.These demonstrated tlgentinuingpopularity in the area of cricket based

on contestrather than muscular Christian linegist as church cricket was emerging
Professional itinerargides played fixtures around Halifax and the Calder Valley on several
occasions during the 1860s. One was in June 1863 when the All England Xl played a Halifax

and District XXII in a threeday match which attracted crowds in the region of 10:00he
IROORZLQJ \HDU :;,, Rl TRGPRUGHQY WRRN fReQequlits¢H 8QLW
fixtures under the new rule permitting overarm bowling. A measure of its attraction was that

%2 |bid., pp. 30809.

“ 'DYH 5XVVHOO MESRUW DQG ,GHQWLW\ 7KH FDVH R TwddliethVKLUH &F
Century British HistoryVol. 7, No. 2 (1996), 20@230.

* HargreavesHalifax, pp. 91, 12.

> Heywoods Cloth Caps, p. 3; Mitchell Brighouse: Portrait pp. 84, 159Reg Mitchell,Brighouse: Birth and

Death of a Borougtp. 97.

“® Halifax Guardian 8 June 1863.
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despite losing a day to rain a profit of almost £50 was rettth@RGPRUGHQ SOD\HG W't
(QJODQG ;,Y IRXU \HDUV ODWHU dDNoith dgQinst the KIitsadWsbluth WKH &
ZKLFK LQFOXGHG : * *UDFH 7KH p$00 (QJODQG ;,f PDWFI
W.G. Grace fixture saw daily crowds of 2,000 and takings of £314.

7KH DUHDYV ELJJHU FOXEV OLNH 7R GriRyRddd plQindVWLPXOI
Todmorden regularly attracted crowds of hundreds and in excess of 2,000 for particularly
attractive fixtures or ones involving keen rivalry. thme southeast of the areehundreds,

sometimes thousands, watched Rastrick, Clifton Britannia and Brighouse Alexandra. An
encounter between local rivals Rastrick and Brighouse in 1878, despite taking place at the
same time as the Ellasustralia fixture, boasted 3,000 spectatrf$ QRWKHU pGHUE\Y IL|
Brighouse versus Elland, in 1882 attracted almost 2H00.

As the professional touring sides declined, county cricket generated popular interest in
Yorkshire, especially when fixtures were staged at times which allowed workinganaen
women the opportunity to watch. A match at Park Avenue, in Bradford, saw 25,000
spectators (including 19,000 paying at the gate) on one day alone to witness Yorkshire play
Australia in June 189% The Roses fixture at Old Trafford a year later brolighalmost
45,000 spectators in total.

Cricket was only one element in a huge swell of interest in sport in thenduieh was

fuelled by competitionand localpartisanship Football- mainly rugby throughout Halifax

and Calder Valley was a big and gronp J DWWUDFWLRQ DQG PRVW RI WKI
towns and villages were represent&#dm Todmorden, Hebden Bridge and Mytholmroyd in

the west to Elland, Brighouse Rangers and Halifax itself in the east.

Demand: The Attraction of Churches

A major corstraint on independent workirgiass cricket was the lack of capital resources for
grounds, facilities and equipment. Although improving living standards since 1850 had
produced sufficient disposable income to play cricket, it was not always sufficiéornto

*" Heywoods,Cloth Caps 33-43. In a preseason fixture, a crowd in excess of 2,580 Todmorden against a

Lancashire Xl at Easter 1895, Ibid., p. 203.

“8bid., pp. 479, 6372.

“9 Established by Sam Fielden in 1838. See HeywoBlith Caps pp. 35. The Heywoods explicitly make the

SRLQW WKDW pPpMXQLRUY FULFNHWMQVSQEUOKG LEAI WKEKK WFRKZRYNVFHNH@LED FO.
noted that church clubs tended to spring up in areas that were represented by a strong league side.

9 Brighouse Newsl5 June 1878.

*pid., 24 June 1882.

2 Huddersfield Daily Chroniclel3 June 1899.

%3 bid., 27 July 1900.
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cricketclubs ,Q DQ DQDO\WLV RI WKH FRXQWU\YV WH[WLOH D
were generally above the national average in the manufacturing areas of the West Riding,
Halifax and its surrounding area were something of a poor ref4tion1885, the average

annual wage for the 1,237 woollen workers, of whom 37.6 per cent were men, in Halifax and
environs was £38. This was slightly above average for the surrounding woollen districts, see
table 1.1below>® However, in the staple worstéddustry, which in and around Halifax

employed four times the numbers in the woollen sector, rates were well below neighbouring

towns and even below the national average, see tabié 1.

Table 1.1Wage Rates in the Woollen Trade: West Riding and Rochdal&@885

Location No. of Workers| Anl Wage, £ % Men
Dewsbury, &c. (coatings) 4,603 39 324
Huddersfield, &c. 3,909 39 42.1
Halifax, &c. 1,237 38 37.6
Yeadon, &c. 740 38 42.8
Rochdale, &c. 4,122 37 33.3
Dewsbury, &c. (blankets) 787 36 32.8
Neighbourhooaf Huddersfield 2,797 36 41.7
Cleckheaton, &c. 1,899 36 27.9
Leeds and neighbourhood 2,029 35 24.4

Table 12 Wage Rates in the Worsted Trade: West Ridinggtc., 1885

Location No. of Workers| Anl Wage, £ % Men
Misc areas of West Riding* 5,930 30 23.7
Bradford and neighbourhood 16,247 29 18.7
Keighley and neighbourhood 6,106 29 25.8
England outside Yorkshire 1,847 28 19.0
Halifax and neighbourhood 4,937 24 11.0

* Not recorded in own right or in other districts.

The report observed that a similar picture had emerged for cotton in an earlier investigation,
though wages were on average somewhat higher in that sector. Textile wages were in part
dictated bythe quality of the cloth produced but the investigation idet two other

reasons. First was the percentage of adult males working in the industry, with the greater the
SHUFHQWDJH WKH KLJKHU WKH DYHUDJH ZDJH 7KH VHFRC
metropolitan district of each industry, and lowest in RXxWO\LQJ GLVWULFWYV 1

* Extracts from the returns and report of fBkie Book the Board of Trade inquiry into the wage rates of
SULQFLSDO WH[WLOH WUDGHV RI WKH 8QLWHG .LQJGRP SXEOLVKHG X
7 U D G Hed$Mercury, 17 February 1890.

*% bid.

*% bid.
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,Q +DOLID[ DQG WKH &DOGHU 9DOOH\ HYHQ WKH WRZQV ZI
WKHLU :HVW 5LGLQJ DQG /DQFDVKLUH QHLJKERXUV 7KLV
whose impact on its history has been constantly natet836, John Crabtree observed that:

7KH 3DULVK RI +DOLID[ « FRPSULVHV D PRXQWDLQRXV EQC
portion of what are sometimes termed the English Apennines. It extends seventeen
PLOHV (DVW WR :HVW DQG RQ DQ DYHUDJH HOHYHQ PL
considered th®©O DUJHVW 3DULVK LQ (QJODQG «

Until the end of the nineteenth centudy K H DatkhRrfivess in transpdurther proteced

employers fromwagecompetition.

Limited and uncertain finances shaped the early years of popular cricket. By ti@ 70|

maost male workers in the area had some disposable income and disposable time. However,
the trade downturn brought insecurity of employment. This left many wmrilcticketers in

need of patronage. The terrain anddequateoads also restricted where cridkeould take
place. All these factoramade a communitycentred, inexpensive way gflaying cricket
attractive.Churches and Sunday schools offered such a prospect.

The advantages of churches and their auxiliaries in terms of associational, geogeaphical
financial terms werdy no meanshe only reasons why religious bodies produced so many
cricket clubs. For many members and regular adherents, churches and Sunday schools were
more than simply meeting places. Although Stephen idus study of Reding, contened

that all voluntary bodies faced growing common problems from around 1900, they did not all
begin from the same ba¥t.For example, Volunteer Force recruientered intothe
organisation as adults or young men specifically to satisfy tingireidiate objectives, these
usually being recreational. Conversely, in the case of churches and chapels, relati@tships
already beefforgedwithin the body. Hugh McLeod holds that this is precisely how the first
6XQGD\ VFKRRO FULFNHW DSSHDUHG DV ZDV WKH FDVH
Independent Chapa.

Churches were at this time widely regarded as being at the heart of the localsgmmu
Simon Green noted the pride evinced by the building of a new church. The second half of the

" John Crabtree A Concise History of the Parish and Vicarage of Halifax, in the County of York
(London,1836).Google Books

*8Yeo, Religion and Voluntary @anisations.

%9 Hugh McLeod, [fThews and Sinews 1RQFRQIRUPLW\ DQG 6SRUWY 'DYLG %HEELQJV
Modern Christianity and Cultural Aspiratior{tondon SheffieldAcademic Pres£003) p. 31.
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nineteenth century was the most prolific period of church building in history, with the
Nonconformists, too, anxious to demonstrate their growing pretitiee church provided a
readyPDGH LGHQWLW\ PRUH FRPSHOOLQJ WKDQ pOHUU\ %R\V
doubtless, also considered churches as conferring respectability on their venture.

Supply
McLeod found that in Northampton, by the 1920s the prwision of sport by the

Nonconformists was a completely accepted feature of church Wehundred years earlier
nothing would have seemed less likely or less natural.

St f't —','f’'ta t-t"z* - tZtie Sfr-t

The Peterloo Massacre of 18h@d brought relations between the Established Church and
ordinary people to a new loand cast a long shadow over those relatiohse magistrate

ZKR UHDG WKH 5LRW $FW DW 6W 3HWHUYV )WMtaref ZzDV WK
Todmorden Hay received the vicage of Rochdale in gratitude for his actférAnother

Anglican magistrate, Rev. C. W. Ethelston, was also instrumental in the deployment of troops

at Peterlo§® A report on the massacre saw the role of clergymen in the magistracy as

damaging to the churdms a whole:

the conduct now pursued by so many of the Clergymen, must have the greatest
tendency to fill the people with an aversion to both religion and its Ministers ... in
England we fear the people too generally look upon the Clergy as their worst
enamies®*

Elsewhere in th@ncient parish of Halifgxthere was no doubt where the sympathies of the
9LFDU 5HY 'U +HQU\ &RXOWKXUVW OD\ $ JHDORXV -XVWLF
contribution to the maintenance of law and order in the pdusimg the French Wars, when

Paireite radicals and Luddite sympathisers aroused considerable anxiety among the
SUR S HUW L GKFHODR/XusiFditdhstifin to political radicalism was to side with the

% Green Religion in the Age of Declingp. 8891.

®*McLeod p7KHZV DQ® 6LQHZV

2 Heywoods and Jenninga, History of Todmorderpp. 14445.

%3 Eileen Yeo Ghristianity in Chartist Struggle 1838421 Ra3t & PresentNo. 91 (May, 1981), 16239,
110.

% Morning Chronicle 8 September 1819.

® +DUJUHDYHV HS5HOLJLRQ DQG 6RFLHW\T S
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rich and powerful. The bishops in the House ofdsowere also decisive in sinking the
Reform Bill of October 1831.

When the Great Reform Act was finally passed in 1832 it was based on property: a £10
householder franchisén the newly created Parliamentary Borough of Halitady one man

in fourteenreceived the vot&® As elsewherga new political demarcatiorreinforced existing
distinctions of wealth and social class within the cheschA suffragedependenbn wealth

also highlighted disparities between denominations. Methodists received thevosta to

WKH DUHD T VW8edRk$XOf@rmed RiQe per cent of the electorate, the much smaller
New Connexion four per cent (approximatity), butthe poorer Primitivehadno voters at

all.®’

Coming in the wake of the abolition of the Test andpOaations Acts in 1828 and
followed by the Municipal Corporations Act of 1835 (with voting determined by the wealth
to pay rates) the betteff members of Nonconformity, especially the Wesleyans, were being

increasingly assimilated into the establishnfént.

These distinctions of wealth and social and political status betweay clergy and their
wealthy laity and poorer churchgoers produced tensions and animosities little conducive to
the provision of sport. Such discord was partidyldisturbingwithin Methodism where the
struggle for internal democratic reform both paralleled wad linked to the wider reform
campaigns. Moreover, Halifax anihe Calder Valley played a role in the shaping of
Methodism out of all proportion to its si2®.

The 1830s and 840s witnessed popular reform movements in which the Nonconformist
hierarchy tended to support unpopular measures, further exacerbating the divisions and
distrust with its poorer adherents. The widely reviled Poor Law Amendment of -1834
attacked on bibtial grounds for putting asunder man and wikgought Anglican opposition

in Halifax but was largely acquiesced in by the Methodists and the workhouse was opened in
1841/° The appointment of the worsted manufacturer Jonathan Akroyd, who had opposed the
Ten Hours Bill in 1833, as an enforcer of the new system increased antipathy towards

Nonconformity’* Geographical as well as denominational fissures were also revealed with

% bid., p. 201.

" Hargreaves, Table 20: Methodist Voters as a Percentage of the Halifax Borough Electorat?, 11832
US5HOLJLRQ D Q2226 Rckuklkhinhb®rs Bfoters were 50, 20 and O respectively.

8 The Wesleyans being the original MethodisinBexion, closest to their Anglican parent.

% See, for exampleRev. T.S.A.Macquiban [The Halifax Circular of 179y THAS(1990); Rev. J.M.Turner,

‘After Thompson Methodism & the English Working ClasBQ (VV D\ LQ +LVWRSLIIUDSK\T

O Therewas a mass walkout at Ambler Thorn MNC chapel, on the Bradford road, in March 1839 before a
VHUPRQ WR EH JLYHQ E\ D 3RRU /DZ *XDUGLDQ *HRUJH %HDXPRQW +Dl
" bid., p. 162. Akroyd was a prominent member of the NEomnexion.
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the involvement in Todmorden of the radical Unitarian John Fielden, whose initiel$&ap
of the campaign was followed by stubborn and sometimes violent opposition which kept the
workhouse at bay until 1879 when it was the last in the country to’épen.

Factory reform essential for organiseghopular sport also saw Dissent siding with
manufacturers (the majority of whom were Nonconformist) against Anglican reformers. In
Halifax, the WesleyanministersWilliam Bunting (son of Jabez) and Amos Learoyd, among

others, opposed factory legislatiod/hen the radich Rev. Joseph Rayner Stephgerss
UHQRZQHG FKDPSLRQ RI 5LFKDUG 2DV WO Budtg§d/fromd & RU\ U +
Wesleyansn Ashtonfor advocating disestablishmetiis precipitated secessions in Halifax

in 1834 And, like his father, the employerd&ard Akroyd vehemently opposed factory
legislation, in 1846* Fielden was again the most notable exception, being the chief
proponent of the Ten Hours Act passed in the following year, 1847.

Education greatly aggravatedenominationaldivisions This intensifed the contest for

adherents in which the enticement of sport woeNentuallyplay a role. An acrimonious

campaign, which lasted into the Edwardian years, began with Nonconformity (including the
Wesleyans) confronting Anglicanism to bring down GEaR TV )DFWRU\ %LOO 7
sought to introduce three hours of daily schooling for children under the auspices of the
Established Church. Dissenters saw this as a veiled attempt to kidnap children for
Anglicanism. The intimate link between religiondaaducation and politics meant that the
franchise extension of 186urthersharperdthe competition for workinglass worshippers

at a time when, as seen, the demand for cricket was taking off.

In no popular political movement, however, did religion pkych a bitter and socially
divisive part as in Chartism. Such was the disenchantment with thdesmticratic position
adopted bynanyclergymenthat Chartists established their own churches. One correspondent
to theNorthern Stay advocating this in 184@onsidered that

our cause has suffered from the apostles of the world, and from preachers maintained
E\ WKH PLGGOH FODVVHV « VKDOO ZH QRW XQLWH WR UI

2 Todmorden Union WorkhousgTodmorden and Walsden

[http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~todmordenandwalsden/workhpuse.htm

Accessed 26 September 2011.

" Eileen Groth Lyon p-RVHSK 5D\Q Hhe Gxoid DistleGaly Hf National Biography

[http://www.oxforddnb.com/view/article/229]180xford University Press, 2062011), Accessed 28 September
+DUJUHDYHV Ju5HOLJLRQ DQG 6RFLHW\Y S

"$NUR\G ZDV VWLOO D PHPEHU RI WKH OHWKRGLVW 1HZ &RQQH[LRQ DW

pp. 164, 258.
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that we may hear the pure Gospel from ministers of our own clgyagio bear their

credentials from the God of heaven, and not from the gods of Cambridge and Oxford!

« :H ZLOO RIIHU WKH ULJKW KDQG RI IHOORZVKLS WR uDC(
and acknowledge the equal rights of mf&n.

Eileen Yeo has argued that

&KDUWLVWYV « FDPH WR SURGXFH WKHLU RZQ YHUVLRQ
Historians of labour movements and historians of ninetesgkury religion have

taken too little account of Christianity, not as the possessionyob@ social group,

but as contested territof$.

Precisely this point has been made in the case of leisure and’sport.

Chartism starkly exposed the economic, political and social divisions and mistrust between
many clergy and working peopleBut it al revealed the widespread nature of religious

belief. Both the authorities and the Chartists were vehement in claiming Christ fopvimeir

side. Church hierarchies typically argued that God had ordained the social order and that
people should accept théat in this world and worry more about the next. The Rev. Prescott

LQ 6WRFNSRUW LPSORUHG WKH &KDUWLVWYV pQRW WR VW
V D O Y BPWtltHe @4&rish Church in Preston, where in 1839 the Chartists had threatened to
reclaiP WKHLU pRZQ FKXUFKY E\ WDNLQJ RYHU WKH V\PEROLF
DGGUHVVHG KLPVHOI WR WKH pUHVSHFWDEOHY VHFWLRQ R

leave no doubt as to his position:

When He giveth quietness, who then can HalW URXEOH" « 7KH /RUG PDNHWK
KH PDNHWK ULFK KH EULQJHWK ORZ DQG OLIWHWK XS «
perilous times shall come: for men shall be lovers of their own selves: covetous,
ERDVWHUY SURXG EODVSKHRHUVDOVHQWRKDPXOWHXEO® KQKR
fierce, despisers of those who are good, traitors, heady,PigQQ GHG « KDYLQJ D IRU
of godliness but denying the power thereof: from such turn atvay.

" HU&OHULFXVY ZU INotheWd StaQardliédit G¢nevalAdvertiset2 September 1840.
®Eileen Yeo Qhristianity in Chartist Struggle 183842 Past & PresentNo. 91 (May, 1981), 10239, 109.
" SeeBailey, Leisure and ClasHargreavesSport, Power and Culter

BAXRWHG Chyistiahi® inChartist Strugglg

" Preston Chronicle17 August 1839.
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The Chartists, for their part, argued that Christ was theGinstrtist, protecting the poor and

oppressed and condemning the rich and oppressors.

Clergy were by no means universally antagonistic to the Chartists, particularly within the
more workingclass Primitive Methodists. The Anglican Parson Bull in Bradfoab wa

prominent supporteas was the Rev. J. R. Stephens, th#\@sleyan minister who explained

KLY UDGLFDOLVP DV D FDOO WR pubDSSO\ WKH UXOH RI *RG
WKH VRFLDO V\VWHPY DQG pWR EULQ &, MK eomm&eelaDdVL R QV
OHJLVODWLRQ Rl WKLV SURIHVVHGO\ &KULVWLDQ ODQG WR

In Halifax, many lay preachers were radicals. The Chartist Benjamin Rushton was a former
Methodist New Connexiolay preachewho, adopting this rolas a Chatrtist, castigated 'with
fiery eloquence ... the men who refused political justice to their neighbours and who held
them down till their life was made one long desperate struggle for existermasther
Halifax New Connexion preacher, William Thaorton, opened the great Chartist

demonstration on Peep Green with a pr&ger.

With the divisions and the competing interpretations of Christianity, Chartism and the other
popular reform movements did little to support the assertion of E. P. Thompson that
Methodism induced obedience and subordination or that of Halévy that it prevented
revolution®® These radical movements inherited much of their organisation, language and
fervour from Methodism. Hargreaves found many instances of Methodist adherents
supporing radicals in theancient parish of Halifa¥ In 1839, the New Connexion

congregation at Ambler Thorn, having already boycotted the sermon of a minister who had
become a Poor Law Guardian, were reproached by the Halifax Circuit for permitting
Stephens treach in the chapel. Far from being quiescent, the chapel defiantly asserted full

responsibility for the action:

we desire to exculpate the Connexion and place the stigma on ourselves and though
the Society be poor (and whether our poverty derives ftoe just and merciful
decrees of the Supreme Governor of the universe, or from the free agency of wicked

8 Quoted inLyon p-RVHSK 5D\QHU 6WHSKHQVY 6WHSKHQV IROORZLQJ LPSU
remained a radical reformer.

B 4XRWHG LQ +DUJUHDYHV, pRBOLIJLRQ DQG 6RFLHW\Y

82 Bradford Observer23 May 1839.

8 ThompsonThe Making )RU D GLVFXVVLRQ R Hemdpiop,Ralfpion\and Patitichl Culkdiig

pp. 318.

“ +tDUJUHDYHV HS5HOLJLRQ DQG 6RFLHW\T S
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men, very few attempt to instruct us) yet we are jealous of the honour we have in this
instance and we will not give it to any otfer.

That same yeathe radical Primitive Methodists at Round Hill, in Northowram, north of
Halifax, broke away to continue to worship under the Chartist bdfiner.

Chartism did not conflate anticlericalism with being &@liristian or even anthurch. The

great Chartist metings in Yorkshire and Lancashire borrowed from the Primitive
OHWKRGLVWVY FDPS PHHWLQJVY DQG RSHQHG ZLWK K\PQV
churches, baptisms and burials and a Chartist Christmas and Easter. A Chartist chapel was
established at Litttlewn near Cleckheaton in 1834 from those members of the Halifax
Wesleyan circuit who had left following the resignation of Stephens, and where Rushton was

a regular preachéf.

This identification of Christianity, churches and clergymen as separate £nias

particularly problematic for Methodisnm which the role and social status of ministers were

under constant scrutinyis-a-vis the laity. The majority of the secessions and offshoots of
Methodism were as a result of either or both the authoritystamiing of the ministry or of

social and political conflict® This was very much the case in Halifax and the Calder
Valley.® The secessions and expulsions from 1849 durin§lih&heetsontroversy resulted

in Wesleyan numbers falling until 1855, the@nRI ZKDW 5REHUW &XUULH FDO!
JUHDWHVW ZDU *LigwasHeateRIGiL rédPeftional activities like cricket needed
Converselythese offered one possible path to reconciliation.

The Bare Cupboard: Churches and Recreation to 1850

Theattitudes of churches to recreation in finst half of the nineteenth century were shaped
by the economic and soemlitical transformation which was taking place allied to
evangelicalism. Evangelicals, particularly Methodists, held that religion ifweNided

sufficientdiversionthrough its prayer, class and camp meetings.CEneal evangelicatenet

% < H RChijstianity in Chartist Struggl® 2 (fn. 9), 117.

®1bid., 117.

% _RKQ $ +DUJUHDYHV p%H Q-iBBF LHandBXnV KWWav€p, Radical Agitator and
1IRQFRQIRUPLVHASY20QY) K168 1

8 These included the New Connexion (1797), the Primitive Methodists (1811), the Webleyhodist
Association (1835) and especially the Wesleyan Reformers (1849).

89 See Appendix 2 Methodism Divided in Halifax and the Calder Valley.

% Currie, Methodism Divided: A Study in the Soomy of Ecumenicalisrti_ondon, Faber and Faber, 1968)
72.
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of salvation from sin by personal faith, however, began to shift towards redemption through
WKH DYRLG D,@fnhicR amu¥ememts[became the principal source. This in turn gave
way to an increasingly intolerant, authoritarian and legalistic assault on public recreation,
effectively an attempt at social contfol.

Robert Malcolmson saw a tenderfeym the eighteeih centuryin evangelicalism, including

within Anglicanism to complement the new disciplines of work. Methodists, including
ZRUNLQJ PHQ WRRN XS :HVOH)\axpressndthidifdsndemibtion bH FUH D
Sabbathbreaking, parish wakes and fegsdrinking and gambling, and cruel spdfts.

Richard Holt found that Methodists made attempts, often courageous, to stop cockfights and
evangelicals were prominent in forming the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
(SPCA) which played a keyole in enacting the Cruelty to Animals Act of 1835. The
commendable opposition of evangelicals to barbaric sports was, as Holt noted, more
YHKHPHQW ZKHQ WKH SHUSHWUDWRUV ZHUH SRRU 7KH 63¢

to hunting and shooting.

The attacks of clergy and evangelical reformers on popular recreations became increasingly
removed from the Ten Commandments and even humanitarianism. In 1830s Pudsey, Lawson
IRXQG WKDW pWKH LGHD RI D UHOLJLRXV VRHlartWeerKDYLQJ
ORRNHG XSRQ DV IURP WKH GHYLO DQG WKH LGHD RI 8:HV
GRZQ ZLWKRXW D GLVVHQWLHQW DV %E\Aa@élic}ﬁllslte\keﬂeﬂlxo DQ
their particular distaste for the amusements of poorer peop#triling to curtail thirdclass

rail travel on the Sabbatfi.

The sports sociologist John Hargreaves saw the churches enlisted in a concerted attempt to
curtail recreation on what was the only free day of the week. Hargreawsasts of clerics
roundingup children and youths and taking them to Sunday school and, in Huddersfield in
1848,perceived WKH SROLFH DFWLQJ DV ZKDW 5REHUW 6WRUFK W

attempting to prosecute three men for watching cricket on a Sunday and refusirando att

L Erdozain The Problem of Pleasur@p. 6384. The role of the churches, and especially of evangelicalism, in
the attempts to suppress popular leisure (including cricietyicepublic holidays and enforcgabbatarianism
during the first half of the nineénth century is now wetkehearsedSee also, for examplBailey, Leisure and
Class pp. 12, 1720, 26, 27; Cunninghanieisure in the Industrial Revolutiopp. 424, 46, 51;Golby and
Purdue,The Civilisation of the Crowcpp. 515.

92 Malcolmson,Popular Recreationspp. 100, 106-7.

% Holt, Sport and the Britishpp 336.

% JosephLawson, Letters to the Young on Progress in Pudsey During the Last Sixty {@agimally puh
J.W. Birdcall, 1887 Facsimile reprint Caliban Books, Firle, 1978P1.

% Erdozain The Problem of Pleasure. 79.
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church when so directéd.Scholars at the Ripponden Wesleyan Sabbath School, in 1846,
ZHUH WROG WR pDEVWDLQ IURP SOD\ RI HYHU\ NLQG RQ WK
WKH VLQIXO SUDFWLFH RI ZDQGHULQJ DERXW LQ WKH ODQH

Clericd reactions topopular leisure sometimesxposedtheir industrial and political
GLPHQVLRQ $QWKRQ\ 'HOYHV IRXQG WKDW FOHUJ\PHQTfV P
mid-1840s were not mainly about violence or even public disorder but about disrtgtion
industry, damage to property and, being during the Chartist period, a fear ocbraviutsi

political agitation’®

However, the clericabourgeois consensus on recreation was by now starting to show signs

of strain. Middleclass respectability wasicreasingly able to assimilate certain leisure
activities. This was evident in a sequel to the ban on Derby football. Horseracing was
LOQWURGXFHG E\ pUDWLRQDO UHFUHDWLRQDOLVWVY WR U
erstwhile evangelical allie§his crack was widened as the clergy resorted to law to stop the

races while they themselves suffered mockery over their attempts to close the local arboretum

on Sundays?

Post-Chartism: The Calm after the Storm.

Church cricketcan hardly have appearedora implausible than at the time of the Age of
Revolutions in Europe. But 1848 marked a turning point. The failed petition of that year saw
Chartism rapidly collapse as a cohesive political fdfeChartists did remain active for

many years in Halifax anthe Calder Valley but their energies were largely redirected into
co-operation, sSefLPSURYHPHQW DQG WKH DU HiprHwngTEaPhcQnie® W /LEH
ushered in a period of relative industrial and political tranquillity. The agitation for what
becamethe 1867 Reform Act was largely free of class conflict. Although the qualification
remained based on property, the Act enfranchised many working men in the bdfdughs.

the Borough of Halifax, the number of electors soared from 1,900 to 9,238. Thitorose

% HargreavesSport,Power andCulture, pp. 2,24. SREHUW 6WRUFK pDKrhesic\DssiBiaDQ DV
UrbanDiscipline and Popular Culture in Northern England 28880 Journal of Social HistoryVol. 9 (1976)
481-509.

97 XI. Rules for the Children; Rule Principles& Rules of th&Ripponden WesleyaviethodistSabbathSchool
(Sowerby Bridge, 1846), p. 13.

% Anthony Delves,u3RSXODU 5HFUHDWLRQ DQG 6RFL DSeghenQre@eds) Ropu@r '"HUE\T LQ
Culture and Class Conflict 1590914: Explorations in the History of Labour and Leis(Bgighton, Harvester
Press;,1981) pp.89-108.

“Delves,yU3RSXODU FHBBHDWLRQ

10 Ernest Jones standing as a Chartist candidate in Halifax in 1852 received only 38 votes. Hatgpétaes,

p. 38.

191 Male householders or occupants of property valued at £10.
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11,998 in the areaalmost 70 per cent of all male adulteshen the 1884 Act extended the
vote to the county borough® With the intimate relationship between religion and politics
this heighterd the intefdenominational competition for working men.

The tranquillity of the period from 1848 up to and beyond the 1867 Reform Act allowed for
middle-class patronage of workingass leisure and sport, including by the churches.
However, this period of apparent serenity still had underlying ¢éassons ad industrial
FRQIOLFW GLG RFFXU 7KH pQHZ PRGHOY XQLRQV RI PDLQ
during the 1850s and the Amalgamated Society of Engineers held a very divisive strike
during 185152. The strike in the Preston cotton industry in 1853 agesnst wages so low

that conditions in the town prompted Dickens to wifted Times™*®

An attempt to form a union in the iron trade in Leeds in 1864 was squashed by a lockout and
the use of Belgian blackleg labdlf. The episode exposed the boundariethefpaternalism

with which the Leeds company had been associated. These limits was also seen when the
philanthropists Edward Akroyd in Halifax and Titus Salt, together with other major
industrialists, founded the avowedly atrade union National Federati of Associated
Employers of Laboyr ZKLFK VRXJKW WR HQIRUFH *ODGVWRQHTV
Act.’®® This had made strikes virtually impossible by outlawing peaceful picketing. The
message was unequivocal: benevolence butdwstrialdemocracy.

This philanthropicautocratic line was attempted in sport, including church cricket.
Hargreaves argued that paternalism in sport at this time was purely an agent of social

control1%®

Though exaggerating his case, he demonstitai@ attempts to control working
class sport were factor in philanthropy. The boundaries of paternalism, which in industry
featured in growing dissatisfaction with the Liberals and moves to wodkasg political

UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ ZHUH WR EH WHVWritket b3/ R LQ FKXUFKI

The 1851Census of Religious Worshtpok place in theshadowof Chartism whichas seen,
delineated D SRRU PDQTV &KULVWLDQLWHe éstaMishe@dchuzhd® SSRV LW
Divisions of wealth, class and power within churches had comtdbto the schisms in
OHWKRGLVP ,Q WKLV OLJKW LW VHHPYV d 18B43hdINdd Eh@XH W K D W

192 HargreavesHalifax, p. 151.

193 Royle,Modern Britain p. 135.

% Trygve R. Tholfsen Working Class Radicalism in Midictorian England(London, Croom Helm,1976), pp.
27375.Google Books

19 Tholfsen Working Class Radicalisnp. 276. The Act was in part a response to theOOHG p6KHIILHO
2XWUDJHVTYT RI LQ ZdtheFsKn e tuRdpyl thadieGhad sometimes used violent methods to
intimidate norunion workers.

1% HargreavesSport, Power and Culture. 24.
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approximately half of the population attended a service. This was not how the churches saw
it. They were alarmed by thabsenfifty per cent.Mann was particularly worried by what he

saw as the absence of the labouring classes, especially men, in the urban areas. Working men
attended in only about half the numbers of their women in the HalifaX%rea.

ODQQTYVY LQWHUSUHWDW IcRed. &dllin Brbvith @ad<rhiidey theDcaske that\ihe
poorer classes were not missing to the degree suggested and in fact formed the majority of the
congregation in practically all churches. Nor were men as outnumbered by women as Mann
implied!®® Nonetheless, woikg people, and especially working men, were
disproportionatelyabsent from worshif’® Moreover, Mann astutely appreciated that the
problem was not merely quantitative, it was also qualitative. As Chartism had made starkly

clear, alienation also took plaegthin churches:

One chief cause of the dislike which the labouring population entertain for religious
services is thought to be the maintenance of those distinctions by which they are
separated as a class from the class above them. Working memgriteaaed, cannot

enter our religious structures without having pressed upon their notice some memento
of inferiority. The existence of pews and the position of the free seats, are it is said,
alone sufficient to deter them from our churches; and religesthus come to be
regarded as a purely midetéass propriety or luxury:°

y ZUUHVSHFWLYH RI WKH QXPEHUV GHEDWH O0DQQYV LQVLJK
VXSSRUWHG E\ D VXUYH\ RI ZRUNLQJ PHQTYV YLHZV RI UHOL
place in the volatile year of 1848, had been commissioned bfdheonformis magazine.

The respondents complained of snobbery and disdain for the poor within churches. One letter
UHIHUUHG WR WKH uDOPRVW WRWDO ZDQW RI V\PSDWK\ P
every denomination with the privations, wants, and wasteKdit ZRUNLQ I FI@DVVHV |
churcheseededo remedy these ills both to recruit workinss men and not estrange those

already within the church.

Wg . ' *UHHQ M7KH &KXUFK Rl (QJODQG DRG WKHLIRYU PIQ®) (EADVGHY Q G
THAS (1993) p. 113.

1% Brown, The Death of Christian Britain

199 And in some cases attendances would have been above average where clergy had advertised the date of the
census in advance.

10 Census of Great Britajr.851: ReligiousWorship in England and Wal€1854) p. 94.

Harvard University:Internet Archive

11 survey by theNonconformist1848, from InglisChurches and the Working Classps19.
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Untypically for the industrial North, the results of tG@ensus of Religious Worship the

ancient paristof Halifax reflected reasonably closely the national picture. Fewer than 50 per

cent of the population attended a servicé whom somewhatmore than half were
Nonconformist. Hargreaves has underlined the need for caution with the figures due to the far
from systematic manner in which the data was obtained and the fact that in the Halifax area
some returns were actually 1d$t. Nonetheless, there was a sufficiently rbalance of

adherence to intensify the irtdenominational competition for souls in thacientparish

overthe next few decadé$® with working menVHHQ DV WKH ELJ SUL]H 0DQQY
prove a pivotal event for church cricket.

Parishes and People

The Census of Religious Worshgerved toconfirm theuneasy andmbivalent relationship
between the church and poorer peaglecaledmost acutely in ChartisnThis ambivalence

was embodied in Archdeacon Charles Musgrave, Vicar of Halifax from 1827 until his death
in 1875. With very many poor parishioners, and while the churches were engaged
suppressing the cruel sports of the lower orders, the avaricious Archdeacon Musgrave rode
with the gentry of the Halifax Hunt. Yet he was prominent in revitalising Anglicanism in the
parish building or rebuilding 38 churche$.* When he died in 1875, siobituary, while
implicitly revealing concerns about the lower orders and relations with Dissent, still

conveyed a genuine affection for him:

To say that Dr. Musgrave was reverenced by all classes in Halifax and district would
convey a weak impression tife deep feeling of respect entertained towards him not
only by Churchmen but by members of other denominations in the community
amongst whom he had so long dwett.

Musgrave also served ash&rman of Governors of the Halifax Infirmary and Dispensary.
RiIFKDUG 2DVWOHU OXVJUDYHYV ILHUFHVW RSSRQHQW GXUL

12 Returns were lost for the Independents, Unitarians, Quakers and Roman Catholics of the municipal borough

ol +DOLID[ )RU GLVFXVVLRQ RI GHQRPLQDWLRQDO EDODBPQFH VHH +DUJU
MWH*UHHQ p7KH &KXUPKIRI! (QJODQGT

14 YDUJUHDYHV MS5HOLJLRQ DQG 6RFLHW\T S

1151 eedsMercury, 19 April 1875.
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nonetheless acknowledged the existedoeing his incumbency RI PDQ\ PFRQVFLHQW
upright, truly pious ministers, who are beloved by their flocks, and dese¢oait®

Despite their earlier difficulties, and opposiv KH pnSHVVLPLVWLFY VFKRRO RI1 U
the parishof Halifax the churchegrewin the second half of the nineteenth centdfyThis
was in absolutenumbers beyond 1900, though for the Narfoomists it was inrelative

terms only until the mid 880s™®

(GZDUG 5R\OH DUJXHG WKDW &HQVXV RI 5HOLJLRXV :RUVK
SODWHDX LQ 9LFWIR the Bgifak HirictladReBd zeal wasisible with a

remarkable phasef church extension as places of worship were built to fill the gapsed

by urbanisation and demographic chandg@stweenl854and the outbreak of the Great War,
Anglicansin the parishopened nine parish churches, eleven chapfetsase 35 mission
churchesand halls,and rebuilt five other churches®® With the fluidity of circuits (for

example the Todmorden WMA circuit became part of the RocHaigkeict in 1857and the

Halifax UMFC joined the Leedand BradfordDistrict?) it is moredifficult to quantify
Nonconformist chapel extension ,Q IDFW *UHHQ PDNHV WKH SRLQW
LPSRVVLEOH WR HVWDEOLVK DQ H[DFW ILJXUH IRU WKH Q>
W L ReMefh fora major town and includes the Anglicarin this GXH WR D EXLOGLQJTV
status as a place of worship or simply a room or'faNonetheless, examining the Borough

of Halifax (whose boundaries also changed, growing larger), Green arrived at the conclusion

that the places of worshigf the man religiousdenominations grew at about the same rate.

The number of churches the boroughquadrupledrom 25 in 1851 to 99 in 1®and 104
immediately after the Great W&’ In 1906, a commercial directory listed 27 Anglican
churches (though Green argues this aasinderestimatsince it failedto include a number

of mission churches7 Methodist chapels (17 Wesleyan, nine Primitive Methodist, seven

MNC and four UMFC); 10 @éngregational chapels; and 7 Baptist chaffélEven allowing

for some inaccuracies the figures, thislargely strategicallyplannedincrease in churches

"4+ DUJUHDYHV uS5HOLJLR® QG 6RFLHW\Y SS

7 bid., pp. 4059.

M8 That is, unlike the Anglicans, the Nonconformists did not increase in line with overall population growth.
19Royle,Modern Britain p. 334.

120 Numbers derived from Table 32: Churchuilling, in the Parish of Halifax, 1852914, Hargreaves,
MSEHOLJLRQ DQG 6RFLHW\YT S

L3y DUJUHDYHV u5HOLJLRQ DQG 6RFLHW\Y S

122 Green Religion in the Age of Declinén 9, p. 90.

123 |A;
Ibid., p. 90.
1241bid., pp. 945. The directory was E. RobinsdBpmmercial Directory of HalifaxHalifax, 1906). Of the
UHPDLQLQJ ILYH ZHUH 5RPDQ &4DWKROLF +DWJUHDYHV p5HOLJLRQ D
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exceedingthe population growth brought the potential for a very large number of church
cricket dubs.

This expansion was particularly significant as churches and chapels were still largely felt to

be at the centre of communities. Parishes remained administrative units until the twentieth
century and their importanocgas taken as axiomatic byatle drectories For example, in

1884 D FULFNHW FOXE ZDV IRUPHG DW WKH FKXUFK RI 6W 0D
In .HOO\YV 'LUHFWRU\ RI WKH ,:pdNistied th@ed yedrsrRarleiR theNevitkyL U H

for Luddenden coved approximately a third of a page. The second sentenceeaefe the

church, whose entrybdk up 18 lines. Thisvasimmediately followed by a reference to the
Wesleyan and New Connexion chapels, though theseemenitly one line. Following a
discussiond WKH DUHDTV FKDULWLHV D QWas\inally arfetéhEekt§iV FHP H
WKH YLOODJHTV LQGXVWU\ RI pH[WHQVLYH*FRWEWE DQG ZI
for Halifax itself and its townshipwas similarly dominated by ecclesiasticidtail, with the

Parish Church alone occupying well in excess of half a fgehe local sections of the
DUHDYYV QHZVSDSHUV WRR SXW FKXUFK DFWLYLWLHV YHU\

The churches and chapels were still looked to by most people to provide a minintioen

rites of passage, moral guidance, education and welfare as well as a social fulcrum. From
interviews with people brought up at the start of the twentieth century, Hempton assessed
working-class expectations of the churches:

the churchgoing minority of working people may be larger than conventional statistics

indicate. In addition, even nashurchgoers sent their children to Sunday school,

dressed up on Sundays, used religious affiliations to obtain jobs and welfare relief,

saQJ K\PQV DV D PHDQV RI FHPHQWLQJ FRPPXQLW\ VRO
&KULVWLDQY YLUWXHY UHOLHG KHDYLO\ RQ &KULVWLDQ
UHOLJLRQ LQ WLPHV RI VXIIHULQJ RU GLVDVWHU « DQG
withoutfHHOLQJ DQ\ QHHG WR DWWHQG PRUH RYHUWO\ pUHO

Hempton concluded that people based their religious beliefs not on a feeling of compulsion or
doctrinal grounds nor on the utterances of clergymen but on their personal expgfience.
Thisraised D TXHVWLRQ DV WR KRZ HIIHFWLYH ZRXOG EH WKF

Christianity in sport.

1% Kelly's Directory ofthe West Riding of Yorkshire, 18§flondon, 1881), p. 849.
128 1bid., pp. 36768.
127 Hempton,Religion and Political Culturepp. 1378.
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Methodism and Community

In Halifax and the Calder Valley, despite their more steaied reputation, Methodists were

to form at least as many cricket bkias the Anglicans with whom the game was far more

closely associatetf® An important reason for this lies in the Methodistion of the church

DV FRPPXQLW\ SHUKDSV EHVW XQGHUVWRRG DV plIHOOR:
systems of itinerancy anlay engagement, were well equipped to absorb migrants in new

urban areas as well as those neglected by the Established Church in the outlying areas, many

of which were decaying alongside domestic industry. This is one reason why the conflicts

over the r¢e of ministers and the emergence of social distinctions were so disruptive and led

to secessions.

Nonetheless, this sense of community is recognised as playing a vital role during the
upheavals consequent on the introduction of the factory system thpooghing stability

fellowship and purpose rather than spiritual opium. The Methodist historian John Munsey
Turner argu¢ WKDW pOHWKRGLVP SURYLGHG D JURXS V\VWHP Z
VWDWXV D VHQVH RI L&Heyan TwrmpBoabeit sos@&mbay gougdirtglyT

allowed that

Methodism, with its open chapel doors, did offer to the uprooted and abandoned
people of the Industrial Revolution some kind of community to replace the old
communitypatterns which were being displaced. As arestablished (although
undemogpratic) Church, there was a sense in which working people could make it their
RzQ!?

Methodism also provided skills and opportuniti#sAs Hargreaves note in the ancient
parish of Halifax

industrial change forced marfprmer handworkers to abandon their roots in the
upland semirural ottiownships of the parish and seek employment in the growing
XUEDQ FHQWUHV OHWKRGLVP « RITHUHG WKH LQGLYLGX!|

128 0f 214 known clubs from religious bodies, 82 were Methodist, 78 Anglican.

2 7XUQHU u$IWHU 7KRPSVRQYT S

130 ThompsonThe Making pp. 41617.

131 Robert Currie has pointed out the high percentage of offices held by the laity in a Hull chapel around 1850
with 1 in 12 members a preacher, 1 in 10 a trustee and 1 in 4 a Sunday school teacher or officer, Currie,
Methodism Dividedp. 46.
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numerous opportunities it provided for serviee society stewards, local preachers,
class leaders, conductors of prayer meetings and Sunday School té¥chers.

These skills were applicable not only in the world of work, but also for organising and
running societies and clubs, including cricket cluddsthodism formed communities which
were to establish cricket clubs at-famng places like Soyland, Ogden, Mount Tabor and
Shelf, as well in the new valley towns and villages such as Elland, Brighouse and Luddenden

Foot.

Once more an ambivalent, almogaradoxical, situation existed within churches. The
economic transformation had forged Methodist communities whose earnestness seemed to
abjure anything recreational. Yet the sense of belonging and identity, as well as the skills
acquired in the chapelsitSunday school and other associations, would eventually be directed
into sport and ensure that, at least in Halifax and the Calder Valley, cricket was not remotely

an Anglican peseve.

Churches and Education

Sunday schools and their associated bodiesevio make an important contribution to the
emergence of popular cricket throughout Halifax and the Calder Valley. As with churches,
this required a considerable transformation during the nineteenth century. Education was the
most important of the churchey griual contribution to their communities during the
century. Male literacy in the area had fallen dramatically from 64 per cent in 1800 to 38 per
cent in the 1830s compared to the national average ethinas in 1840. Hargreaveaw this

as lagely the consequence of the population boom and migration into urbart*readso
revealed the lack of state provision.

Churches provided the bulk of what day education existed. There were several National
schools (Anglican) and British and Foreigschools (officially non-denominational but
usually Nonconformist) in the Halifax area befdhe Factory Act ofl833 stipulated that

child workers under 13 must receive two hours of daily educatfomhis resulted in
DGGLWLRQDO RQHV VioRKinBYigitoWse, arizl @ Bfitish $ahobl@xt Rastrick in
18351*° The 1844 Factory Act increased daily education to three hours, bringing

2 L DUJUHBDHBIMILRQ DQG 6RRLHW\Y SS
133 1bid., p. 198.

13 bid., pp. 19394.

135 Mitchell, Brighouse pp. 612.
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church schools. These included three National and one British in the Todmorden area, where
in 1851 the enrolment v8a2,024 of a total population of 19,055.

The numbers for compulsory education in the Todmoudistnict, however, were practically
doubled by those of the voluntary Sunday sch&Bln Brighouse and Rastrick in 1844ith

a combined population of about090, there were 1,227 scholars in the Nonconformist
Sunday schools alorté® In the entireparish of Halifax in 1843 there were 140 Sunday
schools with a total of 28,346 scholars of whom 80 per cent were Nonconformist, including
46 per cent Methodist®

Sunday schools would not seem to have been a likely nursery for cricket. The view that they,
particularly those of the Nonconformists, were instruments of bourgeois indoctrination is
especially associated with Thompson and John Ft€tEpster quoté Radical kader John
.QLIKWTV SHUFHSWLRQ RI 6XQGD\ VFKRROV LQ V 20GKDF

VXSSRUWHG E\ WKH ULFK « $QG LQ WKH HQG ZKDW ZDV V
Why, [the children] were taught to toil as hard as they could and to live upon as little
as hey could- the doctrine of passive obedience and submission to those who
SRVVHVVHG ZHDOWK DQG SRZHU « SUHSDUL®J FKLOGUHQ

Sunday schools werdowever by no means invariaplthe lackeys of employers. The 1846

rules of the W&/ OH\DQ 6XQGD\ VFKRRO DW 5LSSRQGHQ MXVW F
Oldham, reve&d a far from oligarchic operation and one very much more democratic than

the existing electoral system. For ® \HDU D FKDSHO PHPEHU FRXOG EHFR

the shool able to vote at general meetings could any teacher over 18 years*fd.

7KH VFKRROYY PDQDJHPHQW FRPPLWWHH ZDV IRUPHG E\ W
officers plus six Subscribers, three teachers and three members of the congregation who were

136 The schools were in Todmorden, Cross Stone, Walsden and Cornholme, respectively. Heywoods and
JenningsA History of Todmorderpp. 172, 174.

BT ELG S 7KHUH ZHUH RYHU VFKRODUVY HQOLVWHG DW WKH DU}
138 Mitchell, Brighouse p. 51.
B9)YURP WKH (GZDUG %DLQHV VXUYH\ LQ +DUJUHDYHV p5HOLJLRQ D

140 Thompson, The Making John FosterClass Strugg and the Industrial Revolution: Early Industrial
Capitalism in Three English Towiilsondon, Methuen, 1974).

11 Eoster,Class Strugglep. 191.

1421 General Rules; VRules of theRipponden WesleyaBabbathSchoo] p. 5.
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not chapel memberé® Moreover, despite the grave tone of the rules, cotgmmishment

was emphatically forbidden and the generally confident tone suggests that enrolment was
highly desirable. The school established a library which was also made available to chapel
members for 2d. per montf!

In 1843,almostone in twenty oflte population of thparishof Halifax was a Sunday school
teacher’*® This makes it highly improbable that even a majority came from the bourgeoisie.
F.M.L. Thompson found that

7KH YLFDUYV GDXJKWHU ZDV QRW SHUKDSMIigPl@NRJIHWKHL
the archetypal Sunday school teacher; but especially in the nonconformist Sunday
schools there was a considerable workitags takeover of control. Generations of
working-class children learnt the values of orderliness, punctuality, industly a
FOHDQOLQHVYV >IURP@ WHDFKHUV RI WKHLU RZQ NLQG «
the respectable workingass homé?®

F.M.L. Thompson emplad phKRPHO\ DQG NLQGO\T IRU WKH WHDFKLQJ
OLNH PREHGLHQWY D Q fectaviXyEns bagdd kdrjate’y/kon inddp&ndence. If

Sunday school education was valued by employers, it was also esteemed by parents wishing
their children to be well behaved and to obtain work, while less altruistically allowing them a

few hours free t@njoy marital life. Sunday schools were an economical way for offspring to

obtain a basic education without loss of family wages, irrespective of whether the religious
aspect was desired or merely tolerated.

Unlike the churches and chapels in which Warking classes were undepresented, the
6XQGD\ VFKRROV ZHUH LPPHQVHO\ SRSXODU DQG DQ LPSRL
They often also balanced the more stringent aspects of religious and secular education with
occasional treats and entertaents. Even during the economically and politically trying

1840s, Sunday Schools of all denominations were holding tea parties with games and some
were starting to organise Whitsuntide trips and excursions. Amusements were a precedent for
leisure and sport

Gradually steps were taken in religious organisations, even if not consciously, towards the

provision of sport. Churches themselves began to move beyond the basic education provided

1431 General Rules; II.4, Ibid., p. 4.

1441 General Rules; XXV, Ibid., p. 9.

145 LQ WRWDO +DUJUHDYHV u5HOLJLRQ DQG 6RFLHW\Y S
148 Thompson The Rise of Respectable Sogigtyl41
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E\ WKH 6XQGD\ VFKRROV ,Q DERXW Dy MBHBAPISIHTV & R(
Church in Todmordelt’ It was, though, mainly the Sunday schools that extended their remit
beyond basic literacy and religious study. Mutual Improvement Societies and their like
started to appear for young adults. The earliest known socatyatvSquare Congregational

Chapel, Halifax, which commenced in 184%. Another early instance of mutual
LPSURYHPHQW ZDV DW 6LRQ &RQJUHJIJDWLRQDO LQ +DOLIDJ[
Society in 1850. Writing in 1911, one observer of religious seimdthe parish saw the

heyday of the Mutuals as the 1860s. Green put this a decade later, though this too was

somewhat early?*

The societies were firmly planted in education, thrift and temperance. These sentiments were

to the fore in Todmorden in anothU SLRQHHULQJ YHQWXUH EDFNHG E'
HPSOR\HU WKH J)LHOGHQV ,Q WKH V. WKH 8QLWDULDQ
club and a savings bank. However, it also added entertainment to its activities with a band

and choir which togethetaged annual concerts from 1868Mutual Improvement Societies

and their ilk paved the way for recreation and sporting activities, though at the time this was a

step too far for some. The Mutual at Stones Wesleyans commencediritd@és, however,

anoher 21 years before the chapel cricket club be§an& RQVLGHULQJ WKDW pGULC
exercise at the new Board Schools, this was still progressive.

Churches, Public Health and the Possibilities of Popular Sport

If the Census of Religious Worshgd 18 DODUPHG WKH DUHDTYV VSLULWXDC
in that year by the engineer William Ranger into the sanitary conditions of Halifax
VSRWOLJKWHG WKH GHFOLQLQJ SK\VLFDO VWDWH RI WKH
influence attitudes towds outdoor exercise and sport. Just as the factories were beginning to

bring economic benefits, the rapidly expanding urban areas in which they were concentrated
revealed the damage to health caused by the deterioration in sanitation during the second

quater of the nineteenth century.

Nationally, in cities of over 100,000 there was a fall in life expectancy from 35 in the 1820s

to 29 in the following decade. The contrast with rural areas was stark. In 1851, life

“"+DUJUHDYHV u5HOLJLRQ DQG 6RFLHW\Y S

18 Green Religion in the Age of Decling. 233.

149 John Naylor,Some Factors in the Making of the Soul in Halifax Pafidalifax, 1911), p. 14, in Green,

Religion in the Age of Decling. 233.

%0 Heywoods and JenningA, History of Todmorderp. 197.

151 LGBWRQHV :HVOH\DQ 0XWXDO ,PSURYHMHQ@W 6RFLHWQEIWQKRNHWVU JLYHV
of establisment as 1863.
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expectancy at birth in inndtiverpool was26 whereas in Okehampton in Devon it was 57.
Differences were equally striking between social classes of the same location. In 1842, a
gentleman or member of the professions in Manchester lived to be 38 whereas a mechanic or
labourer lived to be 17; in legls the figures were 44 and 19 respectively and again contrasted
vividly with rural areas, with the figures for Rutland being 52 and®38 1840, a survey of

deaths carriedut by Dr. William Alexander at the Halifax Infirmafpundan average age at

deah of 60 for gentry and professional people and 25% for tradesmen, artisans and
labourers=>*

Six years prior to this, the concern and responsibility of the church for the health of the town
KDG EHHQ V\PEROLVHG E\ $UFKGHDFRQnMiXe¢ ditieHddlthk FKDLU
of Towns Association which had to address the probfémRanger, however, discovered the

situation to be far worse than believed:

7KH ULFKHVW RI WKH FRPPXQLW\ FDQQRW DYRLG WKH LQ
| am of the opiion that all sanitary measures should be made compulsory, for many

do not know what is for their own good, and rarely put in force the most obvious
preventive measures for the preservation of health. This remark applies to the rich and

the educated as wels to the poor and the ignorant.

With respect to the houses of the poor in Halifax, they are frequently closely built,
EDGO\ YHQWLODWHG DQG OLJKWHG DQG DERXQGLQJ LQ D

Ventilation is neither understood nor regarded, értdwere not for the open door,
fresh air would seldom find an entrance, for the windows are generally fixed in their
sashes, or if they open at all, they are so small as to be almost useless for admitting

light or air>®

5DQJHUTV LQY HYvoducedDalarmR@1if® €xpeRtargy figures. Where, in 1841, the
average age of those in the healthier areas of the West Riding was over 37, in Halifax it was

20DUWLQ 'DXQWRQ uUB6RFLHW\ DQG (FREMreteEnthlQentfirph. BODWWKHZ HG
153 Royle,Modern Britain p. 163.

1 7DEOH /LIH H[SHFWDQF\ LQ +DOLID]J LQ (ULF :HEVWHU u:LOO
Conditions of Halifax 1850 TTHAS (1998), p. 59.

1% HargreavesHalifax, p. 96. In Brighouse, the Anglican Church was similarly occupied with public health,

with the Rev. J. Birch, Vicar of the Parish Church, chairing the commission of ratepayers charged with
implementing the 1846 Parliamentary Act to provide sewerage, deiaad lighting for the town. Mitchell,
Brighouse pp. 8991.

1%\, RangerReportto the General Board of Health, on a Preliminary Enquiry as to the Sewerage, Drainage

and Supply of Water, and the Sanitary Conditions of the Inhabitants of the Tdvalifal, in the County of
York(London, April 1851), p. 1ANeaver to Web
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under 27" Figures from 1846 showed that things had become worse with the average age of
death in tle town being 23.7 years with marked class differences: gentry, merchants and
manufacturers and their family members living to be 55, tradesmen and shopkeepers, 23 and
artisans and manual workers, 22.

One recommendation of the report led to a link bestgldished between health and sport.
This was for the provision of public baths by the new Local Board of Health for the poorer
classes of Halifax, the first being opened in 1883 he slipper baths were initially the main
attraction but the swimming posbon overtook them, especially in summer, and in 1864 the
competitive Halifax Swimming Club was formé&%.

, I OXVJUDYH DQG RWKHU FOHUJ\PHQ VLJQDOOHG WKH FKX
SK\VLFDO DV ZHOO DV VSLULWXDO ghaids Qs Hisptadyed/ & ¢fios8 D U L V K
interest. One expression of this was in the provision of parks. The first and most celebrated of
WKHVH ZDV 3HRSOHYTV 3DUN GR QD W #@nuEact)rih@® dymas @iV V O H \
Liberal M.P. for the town. At the oparg ceremony the church was prominently seen to be

giving its blessing to the enterprjs&ith 33 clergymen formally invited to the event, in

addition to Musgrave and the Rev. S. Martin who were signatories to the deeds of
conveyanceé® The use of the park ®V YHU\ PXFK EDVHG RQ WKH SULQI
UHFUHDWLRQY ZLWK 9,3 JXHVWYV VHL]LQJ WKH RSSRUWXQL!'
improvement of the people than to their physical swelhg. Cricket, along with other ball

games, was explicitlyokrbidden.

The possibilities of popular sport, however, were given a boost that year with the publication
of Tom % URZQTV 6 MK RR®®aS Blughes. Selling 11,000 copies in its first year, it
epitomised a shift in attitudes to gamesth muscular Christianity capturing the imagination

of many of the new middle classes. Sport, and cricket especially, attained that respectability
which had become th&ne qua norfor most Victorian churches. The way was opening for

church cricket.

15" Ranger Reportp. 83.

% 7KH '"HDWKV DW +DOLID[ LQ WKH <HDU D RaddeRepo@p.0FBEFRUGLQJ WF
%9 Ranger Reportp. 86.

10 Eric Webster,uy/HLVRGH3DHDVXUH LQ W RHAH (@989, p.\468. InGFebiDdry 1859, 228

used the slipper baths and only 81 the swimming baths. In July, however, 1,655 tickets were sold for
swimming compared to 1,300 for the slipper baths. At this point tataiddances were estimated at 150,000.

1611 eeds Mercury15 August 1857.
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Conclusion

,Q WKH V IHZ WKLQJVY VHHPHG OHYV Yosihg podulakchithetD Q W KH
The economic transformation of society had worsened the plight of ordinary people as
regards finance, health and leisure time. The popular movementsyviatal their condition

aggravated social divisions within churches. With many clergymen interpreting their office in
WKH LQWHUHVWYV RI WKH ZHDOWK\ WKH &KDUWLVWYV FKDI
Methodism in particular suffered, as the ecormand social advance of ministers and some

laity undermined its integrityevangelicalantagonism to pastimegasby no meanshe only

obstacle to church provision of cricket. There was oftan uneasy andmnistrustful

relationship between clergymen and idtuhierarchies and their poorer congregation

More generally prosperous times from 1850 saw the tide turning. Chartism ceased as an
independent political force. Disposable income and increasing free time permitted access to

and stimulated the growth of sport. This development was assisted by aniegmpaessand

improved transportation. A youthful population, favourable to participant sport, was a further
consequence of increased prosperity. Churches, worried by their absenteeism, became
DQ[LRXV WR HQJDJH \RXQJ ZRUNLQJ Rd®@ncern\toiths\higadthFO H U J"
of the pooythe possibilities for church outdoor sport grew. A period of reconciliation after

1855 saw the Methodist communities, with their guiding tenet of fellowship and their
capacity for organisation, start to heal and meemtatively towards recreation with the

appearance of cricket clubs by 1864,

However, as church cricket emergéelke serenity was dissipating. Industrial unrest in the
1880s led to the emergence of Labour politics in the 1890s which also created avaltie

the official churches. Fears over church and Sunday school attendances grew. In cricket itself,
ambition and difference in sporting cultures weré test out that underlying element of

ambivalence in the relationship with the clergy.

162 Bottoms Methodist Band of HomsdKnowlwood Primitive Methodistboth at Todmorden.
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CHAPTER 2 PRIMARY AlBS
Introduction

The relationship between churches and cricket in Halifax and the Calder Yedlgyapidly

from the midVictorian years. Churches, chapels and Sunday schools largely came to
consider cricket as an appropriate sport to be played in their name. With its longer history of
codification and its recent elevation to a vehicle of moradrreétion, cricket wasisually

more readily acceptable than football with its newer regulation and its rougher, plebeian
nature. Cricket clubs appeared in abundance throughout the area from all the main non
Catholicdenominations.

This remarkable occurrea sprang from a wide variety of geographical, denominational and
industrial settings as well as dates of establishment. An understanding of the development is
served by a detailed investigation of a number of clubs which reasonably represent this range
of key factors. This approach also allows history to hear the voices of ordinary men and
women. It seeks to fill a gap in the historiography of sport identified by Neil Tranter:

WKHUH LV D GDQJHU WKDW RXU XQGHUVWDMELQJ RI WK
UHPDLQ GLVWRUWHG LQ IDYRXU RI WKH DW\SLFDO UDWKH

>%@\ FDUHIXO DQDO\WVLYVY RI WKH FOXE « UHFRUGV ZKLFK
of the profusion of information on sport contained in newspapers, periodicals and
specialist sprting publications and in the extant records of sports' controlling bodies,

it should eventually be possible to overcome at least some of the deficiencies in our
current understanding of the Victorian and Edwardian sporting World.

Martin Johnes reiteratl hese sentimenta 2004 He observedhat

If we are to assemble the wider collective biography that academic history seeks then
we should not be afraid of telling the stories of individuals and specific clubs and

! Only two Catholic clubs appeared by 1920. The Catholic Association in Todmorden, played irdéve Ca

Valley League during 1892 u$VVRFLDWLRQY VXJIJHVWYV LQVXIILFLHQW QXPEHUV
reason being the small number of English Catholics in the area and a lack of interest or opportunity on the part

of Irish immigrant Catholics. Theeam that played against Mytholmroyd Wesleyans in 1895 contained no lIrish
surnamesTodmorden Advertiser and Hebden Bridge Newsletter- X Q H ,Q 6W %HUQDUGTV
formed a club which competed initially in the Brighouse and District Ju@ague, Hardcastlépst p. 29.

2 Tranter,Sport, Economy and SocietyBritain, pp. 967.
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places. Only by doing so, can we str even remotely see our past in the terms of
those who actually lived .

Efforts have recently been made rectify this situationwith ,DQ &ODUNHTV UHVHD
Cornwalt the former Cricket Heritage Project in Calderdale and Kirklees pioneered dry Pet
Davies andRob Light] V V W tk€West Riding to 186D.

This thesis further contributes to this historiographical need. Thramgéxamination of

individual clubsit brings a rargif not unique depth tothe study of church cricketip tothe

end ofthe end of the First World Wailhis is especially the case ftte themes already
LGHQWLILHG WKH UROH RI FOHUJ\PHQ FOXE SHRSOH JUR:
community? and in assessing important associated issues and concepts sudfiahclass,

gender, age, cultural diffusion, social control, hegemony and secularisation.

Selection of Clubs

The choice of clubs for this research was subject to the availability of corresponding cricket

and church primary sources. Overall, few eonmporary manuscript records remain from the
DUHDTV FKXUFK FULFNHW FOXEV IRU WKH SHULRG RI WKL
greater than average for local clubs as a whdlere primary material remains for churches

and Sunday schools thougs, too is less than comprehensive. Printed contemporary, or

near contemporary, materials are sometimes available to supplement the manuscript sources.

Religious denomination was, as noted, a key criterion on which clubs were selected.
Usefully, forcomparisors of the scale of churcbricketby denominationin 1851 there was a
nearbalance of church attendance between the Anglicans and Dissent. Nonconformity,
however, with its more puritanical associations might be considered to have been more
circumspect in creating cricket clubs than the Anglicans. With no extant contemporary
records there are no clubs representing Independent (Congregational), Baptist or Primitive
Methodists, who between them produced more than one in seven of clubs during thé perio

] 0DUWLQ -RKQHV u3XWWLQJ WKH +LVWRU\ LQWR 6SRUWuUraQpf6 SRUW  +L
Sport History Vol. 13, No. 2 (2004), 1480, 149.

*&ODUNH p&ULFNGE&M WaDsi&@RUMQEWO Q&EULFNHWYIV JRUJRWWHQ 3DVWT

° Q WKLV WKHVLV UFRPPXQLW\Y D Y DU L D EpekifiDeptites Bataby XWreheés FRQFH S\
and chapelsis taken ashe residents and structures associated anthientifiablegeographical areaisually a

village or town

® Chance plays a great role in their survival over a period of almost 150 years. It seems likely, though, that
cricket clubs from church and chapeds formal weHlestablished organisations, were rather more likely to have

kept records at the outset.

" There being 29 known clubs: Independents 9, Baptists 13 and Primitive Methodists 7.
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Another criterion was whether the club emerged from the church itself or from its Sunday
school® A non-church club, Lumbultts, of very similar size and standing to the church clubs
was chosen for purposes of comparison.

7KH FOXEVT GDWten siyhificart dub wy th&r@pidly shifting economic, political,
sporting and religious context. In order to aid the interpretation of their emergence against
these external factors, church cricket clubs are sometimes notionally considered as appearing
within three phases, see table 2.1. The first phase represents the beginning of church
Table 2.1 Church Cricket Clubs Created by Phase

Phase Decade Clubs Formed
18601870 18
1. 18711880 41 59
2. 18811890 24 24
18911900 59
3. 19011910 41 108
19111920 8

cricket from 1860 (later boosted by the Saturday-halfday) to around 1880. Phase 2
encompasses the clubs formed in the 1880s and early 1890s which had to adapt to a more
uncertain economic situation and the advent of formal competitioaiseP3 represents the
number of church clubthat were bornasleagueshegan andoonbecamethe normfor all

local cricket.This explosion in the numbef new clubs from religious organisations between

1891 and 1910f&r more than doublinthosecreatedup to that point) is testament to thege

stimulus of the leaguedhe low figure from 1911 is a reflection of the number of clubs
already established and the effects of the Great War.

Nine clubs were selected for-gepth analysissee table 2.2. Eighdf these are churcbr
Sundayschool clubs. The ninth is Lumbutts, the closely comparable secular control. The
establishment dates of the clubs, 1:8B02, alone incorporate the greater part of the boom
eraof church crickef. During this 32year period ahost twothirds of all church cricket
clubs formed throughout Halifax and the Calder Valley appe8red.

® This was not invariably a clear distinction. It was common Famrch clubs to allow Sunday school members

to play andviceYHUVD :KDW LW GRHV LQGLFDWH LV WKH PRWLYDWLRQ EHKLQ
° The Halifax and District Nonconformist League of 1908 provided the last element of the surgiirfhep

leagues werdormed before 1920 but both were-alignments of existing ones. See Appendix 3 Leagues

Formed in Halifax and the Calder Valley, 189916. The Halifax Parish League catered for clubs unhappy with

the structure of the Halifax and District League wherdasHalifax and District Council League was for the
DUHDYV <RUNVKLUH &RXQFLO FOXEV WR OLPLW W&DWHOOLQJ GXULQJ W
10 Of the 214 known clubs from religious organisations (included Muslim) 134, about \688é formed

between 1870 and 1902.
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Table 2.2 Primary Clubs to be Investigated

Club Denomination Type Est. Phase| Disbanded
St Thomas Church of England | Sunday School | ¢.1870 1 18727
3 3 Church 1873 1 1896
lllingworth St Mary's | Church of England | Church 1884 2 Exists
Luddenden St Mary's 3 Church 1884 2 1940
Stones Wesleyans Wesleyan Methodist| Church 1884 2 Exists
Mytholmroyd WesleyarMethodist | Sunday School 2005
1893 3
Wesleyan
Outlane 01& 80& , Church 1897 3 Exists
Inchfield Bottom UMFC/UMC * Sunday School | 1902 3 1910
Lumbutts Non-Church N/A 1890 2 1912

, OHWKRGLVW 1HZ &RQQH[LRQ 8QLWHG OHWKRGLVW &KXUFK IURF
* United MethodistFree Churches; United Methodist Church from 1907.

Alongside the extant records of their religious parents, five of the clulisgworth St

ObU\fV 6WRQHV :HVOH\DQV O\WKROPUR\G :HVOH\DQ 6XQ(
Inchfield Bottom UMFC Sunday Schoot have retained sufficient contemporary
documentation to enable a thorough investigation of their histories. The clubs reveal a
mixture of success and failure. As shown in table 2.2, five of the clubs survived beyond the
period of this research. lllingwihr, Stones and Outlane are still playing although the church

links are only evident to any extent at Stones. Mytholmroyd remained in existence, albeit
under different guises, into the twesftyst century™* The other clubs had ceased before the

Great WarlInchfield Bottom provides a complete case study in itself, its records covering its
VKRUW KLVWRU\ WR 7KH 6W 7KRPDVYV FOXEV-KDG ZR)
church Lumbutts club by 1912 when the Calder Valley League disbanded.

Geographical Distribution of the Primary Clubs

The distinctive geographical profile of Halifax and the Calder Valley presented an important
variable in the establishment and development of cricket clubs. A hill position provided
different physical and logistical chatigesto a valley situation. The primary clubs do reflect

well the geographical and demographical spread of the district, se2.mAapdid the 190 or

so church cricket clubs formed between 1860 and 1920, they appeared in all types of location
throughout Hifax and the Calder Valley, other than in tegtremely hillyand sparsely
populated NorthVest. Some emerged in the most unpromising of settings.

1t survived as Mytholmroyd Methodists until 2004 when the church decided to sell the land. It moved ground

WR 6LGGDO QHDU +DOLID EHFRPLQJ p+DOLID[ &ULRMNKWelki@XE] 6HH
[http://www.ckcricketheritage.org.uk/calderdale/halifax/docs/halifax_thelateryedrs\pdéssed1l November

2011. Thidatter venture folded in 2005.
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Map 2 Locations of Primary Church Cricket Clubs in Halifax and the Calder Valley

In their study of demographic change and retailing in the second half of the nineteenth
FHQWXU\ 07 :LOG DQG * 6KDZ REVHUYHG WKDW pLQ WK
Yorkshire, one is not simply dealing with the specific urban environment wfgée darge

WRZQ EXW ZLWK VHYHUDO SK\VLFDO& \dénffiedf@HIQea&iBQ W FRP
W\SHVY FUHDWHG E\ WKH LPSDFW RI LQGXVWULDOLVDWLRC
Halifax and its suburbs; mill towns; mill villages; and uplafithges and hamletS. The five

mill towns were in the valleys: Todmorden, Brighouse, Hebden Bridge, Sowerby Bridge and
Elland. The mill villages were also relatively recent settlements in the narrower valley
bottoms, Luddenden Foot and Greetland being eksn The fourth category, upland

villages, identified the old rurahdustrial hilltop areas. These included the depopulating
townships such as Heptonstall, Warley and Soyland but also upland areas with textile
factories (such as lllingworth and Outlan&able 2.3 lists the location of the clubs and their

M. T, Wid aQG * 6KDZ P3RSXODWLRQ 'LVWULEXWLRQ DQG -GaMdafDLO 3URY
9DOOH\ $UHD RI :HVW <RUNVKLUH 'XULQJ WKH 6B8bERAD & Hisivchl RI WKH 1
GeographyVol. 1 No. 2 (1975), 19210, 194.

2 bid., 2061, 204-7.
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GHVFULSWLRQ XWLOLVLQJ :LOG DQG 6KDZYV FDWHJRULHYV
transport improvements throughout Halifax and the Calder Valley, the table also includes an
LQGLFDWLRQ RFHWKRH BDLLOHDM\VDIW WKH WLPH RI HDFK FOXET|V

Table 2.3 Primary Clubs tLocation Profile

Club Location Type of Area Accessibility

6W 7KRPDYV ] Halifax Halifax Suburb Easy

lllingworth St Mary's | North Halifax Upland Village Moderate
Luddenden SMary's | Calder Valley Upland Village Moderate

Stones Wesleyans | Soyland Upland Village Moderate
Mytholmroyd Wes | Calder Valley Mill Village Easy

Outlane SouthEast Halifax | Upland Village Difficult but improving
Inchfield Bottom Walsden Mill Village Easy

Lumbutts Calder Valley Upland Village Very Difficult

Other than geographical spread, the selected clubs were characterised by several other
factors. One of which (typical of local cricketjas financial hardship. Another, related, trait

was thestruggle involved in establishing grounds and facilities, due to the inhospitable
terrain, lack of money or other difficultiés.

A somewhat surprising common element, considering the extent of demographic diversity,
was a large pool of potential playehs every case close to one in six of the population was a
male of cricketing ag&€ This ratio fell only very slightly during the boom cricket period
before dropping, inevitably, after ti&reat War to only 1 in 7.5 in 1921 All the clubs also

had a locatricketing precedenalbeit not always provided by another religious body.

2WKHU WKDQ 6W 7KRPDVYV D QHZ SDULVK DOO WKH FOXE
degree a legacy of divisive religious and social and political episodes from thlfirst the

nineteenth century. Such divisions had left the churches with a big task in the calmer post
Chartist years in areas like Halifax and the Calder Valley to gain the sympathy of working

men. In 1864, the renowned geologist Sir Charles Lyell,aa of strong religious beliefs,
VWLOO VSRNH RI puD GDQJHURXYV ZDQW RI V\PSDWK\ DW SUF

“6HH FKDSWHU ILYH P*URXQGVT

15 Using a 206year age range from 1% and taking the nearest population census for the areas of the clubs, the

range was between 1: 6.5 for Luddenden to 1: 5.6 for Outlane (Stainland) and Stones (Soyland). The average
ration was 1: 5.9. year age data based &K Population Censused8711901, fromA Vision of Britain

Through Timghttp://www.visionofbritain.org.uk/index.jg#ccessedl0 November 2011.

®The average ratio was 1: 6.1 in 1911, 1: 7.4 in 1921, figures were not available for Luddenden and lllingworth
(Ovendei. UK Population Censusg$9111921 A Vision of Britain

" 6HH FKDSWHU RQH pORRUV O0OLOOV DQG OLiQWiV betHatguetl, wené kisel DUOLH U
relevant to the secular club of Lumbuitts.
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FODVV RI WKH PDQXIDFW X U L'tOheGopé MiLtickgy Wax@reEgai thait FO H U
missing sympathy.

A notable charactetic of the clubs was seftliance. In the wake of capitalist manufacturing
came an expansion of workiodass ceoperative organisation with its ethos of independence
and selhelp. One manifestation of this was the expansion adpmyative stores in aifax

and the Calder Valley, which increased from five in 1870 to 77 in ¥b@b.of the locations

for the clubs, including the eyrie of Lumbutts, boasted-apmrative or industrial sociefy.

Individual Clubs: Backaround and Diversity

In addition totheir general characteristics, the primary clubs will be considered individually
within the three notional phases of formation, outlined above. Factors to be taken into
DFFRXQW LQFOXGH WKH DUHDYV UHFHQW UHOLJLRXV Kl

employment as well as factors such as sporting precedents, patronageopedation.

Phase 1 Clubs

The Sunday school cricket club of St. Thomas the Apostle Anglican Church at Claremount, a
suburb of Halifax, was formed in about 1870, closely followed by its senior team irf'1873.
Claremount emerged around 1850, a product of the rapid industrial expansion of the Hebble
Valley a steep half mile awdy.There, at Dean Clough Mills in 1850, poweoms had been
installed by the carpet manufacturers, John Crossley and®Sdasing 350 hands in 1837,

the firm employed 5,000 by 1873Claremount lacked leisure possibilitjiegith a recreation

area being created only after 1886.

18 Evidence to the Public Schools Commission, quoted in Rbdelern Britain pp. 33233.

0 7 :LOG DQG * 6KDZ M3RSXODWLRQ 'LVWULEXWLRQY S

2various Trade Directories, 78-1908.

2L\t is possible that the Sunday school club evolved into the church club.

2 7KH DUHD ZDV RULJLQDOO\ QDPHG p%HDXPRQW 7RZQY Rthadistu LWV LQ
New Connexionminister, who owned worsted mills in the localitytidrley Green and nearby Haley Hill. As a
FRXQFLOORU %HDXPRQW SLRQHHUHG VDQLWDU\ KRXVLQJ IRU WKH ZRU
ODOFROP %XOOfYV &DQGHUGDOH &RPSDQLRQ

[http://freepages.history.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~calderdalecompanion/b.htmiiht&essed 31 October

+DUJUHDYHYV u5HOLJLRQ DQG 6RFLHW\Y S 7KLV ZDV DW D WLPFH

conditions of workinecODVYV KRXVLQJ VWDUNO\ KLJKOLJKWHG E\ WKH 5DQJHU HQ
DQG OLQLVWHUVY

Z_.DPHV 3DUNHU p7KH 6W R U\JRI MMIoY(e&. PStioByHoihe7 ToBnahatBrad @slalifax,

William Asquith, 1948, p. 66.

24 Green,Religion in the Age of Declin@. 39; Evidence of John Crossley (junior) to the parliamentary select
committee examining a proposal to construct a railway line extension linking Keighley to HBligadéord

Observer 7 May 1873.

% Leeds Mercury31 July 1886.
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6W 7KRPDYV fpical &ampde 9¥ church extension into new urban districts. It did not,
though, materialise in as smooth a manner as this may imply. Its jubilee brochure recognised
the exertions required of its first vicar who

had to encounter difficulty after difficylt not the least being the resignation of half
the building committee.

Mr. Bagott, however, does not seem to have been daunted by these troubles, and after
\HDUV RI VWUHQXRXV KDUG ZRUN VDZ WKH UHZDUG RI }
6 W 7 KRRUENIfi tide year 186%.

The Rev. Elijah Bagott was a dynamic character and in 1864, following the raising of £1,600,

the church opened its Sunday school which approximately six years later formed its cricket
club?’ Cricket had both a precedent and thHadkof patronage which could prove an

important factor for fledgling cricket clubs. John Listidwe last owner ofhe ShibdenEstate

within a mile of the church, was a cricket enthusiast who, in 1869, established a club on his
estate of which Bagott waresident® /[LVWHU SHUPLWWHG WKH FKXUFKTV W
his grounds.6 W 7KRPDVYV EHFDPH RQH RI WKH VWURQJHVW FOXE
district, taking part in the first Halifax Parish Challenge Cup competition in 1888 and being
inaugural winners of the Halifax Amateur Cricket League six years later.

Phase 2 Clubs

.| &ODUHPRXQW DQG 6W 7KRP DYV furbaniddtioh, HibgR@GtK BAY s R1 L QG
FKXUFK RI 6W ODU\YV ZHUH D Q Fandién\parisidbioifaGin RoeW R1 WK
Reformation timeé® 6 W 0D U\fV SD ULV Hivid&\vith \th& épening/of Eour new
churches between 1839 and 1897The parishof lllingworth had a population of 4,805 in
1871, though the village itself, surrounding the church, weall$* Described by Crabtree as
HMKLIK DQG EOHDN « RQ WKH WXUQSLNH URDG WR .HLJKOH

% 6 7KR EHukubilee, 18611911 (Halifax, 1911), no page number.

27 Obituary of Rev. Elijah Bagott,eeds Mercury9 June 1899.

2 ghibden Vale Cricket Club, Rules and Byaws (1869) CASH17/IN/278/5

21t was constructed in 1525, being rebuilt in 1777. R. OaklekH 6 WRU\ RI 6 DLQW (@BifaxJV ,00LQJ
1924), pp. 13132.

0 EW -RKQYIV %UDGVKDZ ORXQW 3HOORQ 6W *HRUJH 2YHQGHQ
Holmfield, 1897. Oakley6 W ODU\fV ,POOQIZRUWK

3L Kelly's Directory of the West Riding of Yorkshire, 188dndon, 1881)p. 893.
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houses and hamlets into the early twentieth cerftuffiree miles to the north of Halifax, the

turnpike road made it reasonably acieke.

The village was described byH O O\ @V DV upW Kawevet, §X fears later, at the
FULFNHW FOXEfY DQQXDO GLQQHU D ORFDO WH[WLOH PDC
protection in England, it would be impossible to compete feiteign countries, particularly

*H U P D’QWithi many industrial villages dependent on the worsted and cotton trade, this
augured badly for employment. There was a limited degree of diversity with engineering and

brewing firms in the vicinity>

6 W 0 DrevdaMd that social tensions remained within churchi#s a dispute over pew

rents forming the backdrop to the early years of its cricket €lumtil 1894 there were no

IUHH SHZV DQG RQO\ pVXEVFULEHUV RI .. DJGThESZDUGV
presence of money in the church, however, did offer the club the possibility of philanthropy.

The club was formally inaugurated in 1884, though games had been played under the
FKXUFKTV QDPH® Ther® wab a history of cricket in the district. dtehouring

Ovenden played a fixture against Todmorden in 1850, Ovenden United was established in
1864, a team named lllingworth was playing in 1858, and another was formed by the Golden
Fleece public house in the neighbouring village of Bradshaw in ¥8Bte Yorkshire and
(QJODQG FULFNHWHU 7RP (PPHWW UHFDOOHG WKDW KLV |
UHSUHVHQWLQJ WKH YLOODJH RI WKDW QDPH § 7KH FOXE Z
ORFDO PDQXIDFWXUHU DQG EDVH Grds\WorkWterthurc Therd /LR Q |
was no known direct link with the church itsglfough Emmett noted that as a boy he played

32 Crabtree A ConciseHistory of Halifax pp. 37576.

B Kelly's, 1881, p. 893.

3 paul Speak whose mill was in Ovenden, the township aftwiliingworth formed a partHalifax Guardian

8 November 1887.

¥ 3LFNDUGVY HQJLQHHULQJ DQG WRROPDNLQJ ILUP ZDV D PLOH RU VR O
distance, the Ramsden family had its brewetd. O O\ TV 'L U H,pjV 80W%b.

% The pew rental system was identified by Horace Mann in his report on the 1851 religious census as the
principal perpetuator of social divisions within churches.

3"Oakley, W 0DU\TV ,OBLQJZRUWRXOG EH WZR PRQWKVr§. ZDJHV IRU PDQ\ Fk
#¥See'HQQLV 296MHDIBIW RI 30D\ 7KH )RXQGDWLRQ DQG 3URJUHVV RI ,00
€.1884¢.1920: A Social HistorfHuddersfield Cricket Heritage Publication2007).

% HardcastleLost, pp. 78.

O U7RP (PPHWWIG (ERUYT $ TalRXwith IOQ Yorkshire CricketergReprinted from the

Yorkshire Evening Post/HH G V S 7KH PDQXIDFWXUHUYY QDPH ZDV QRW JI
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outside the house of a wealthy businessman, Henry Ambler, who enjoyed cricket and was an

influential congregation memb#ét.

There wasERWK VSLULWXDO DQG VSRUWLQJ FRPSHWLWLRQ |
%UDGVKDZ 6W -RKQYYVY KDG IRUPHG RQH RI WKH ILUVW $Q.
1860s*? ,OOLQJZRUWK 6W ODU\TV ZDV RQH RI D FOXVWHU RI FK
ZKHQ LW VWDUWHG SOD\LQJ LQ $QRWKHU HQWHUSUL
Football and Cricket Club, with its Vicar as President, in 1§78he Methodists were

similarly engaged in this contest. lllingworth Wesleyans, a few hundred yards Stom
ODU\fV ZDV ILHOGLQJ D WHDP LQ DQG ORXQW =LRQ O©
following year.

7ZR RWKHU SULPDU\ FOXEV ZHUH IRXQGHG LQ 2QH ZD
Luddenden in the Calder Valley, three miles west of Halifax. A nepspfeature in 1872

revealed that the church was even older than its namesake at lllindfvbutidenden, as

lllingworth, was an ancient upland farming and manufacturing village. The article noted
HHYLGHQFH RI EXVWOLQJ OLIH Bubthis Rd3s Qefar® tha\slowdo@nlinSUR V S
textiles. It also revealed the characteristic industrial and demographic shift to a valley
offspring, Luddenden Foot, whose own church was constructed next to its railway ‘Station.

In 1881, both Luddendens were describedV pD ODUJH DQG H[WHQVLYH HFF
They each had fowgubstantiaemployers in textile8®

Cricket was played on a largely casual basis in Luddenden prior to 1884, with matches during

the 18608/ At the time the club was founded, the neighbing areas were well provided

with churches and their cricket teams. Luddenden Wesleyans were playing fixtures no later
tKDQ %RRWK &RQJUHIDWLRQDO IURP DERXW DQG ¢
started during the 18808.

“L bid., p. 53; Ambler held the position of churchwarden over several years as well & rarschool of up to
300 haf WLPHUV DQG WHDFKHUV LQ KLV IDFWRU\ DOO RI ZKRP DWWHQGHG
the church refused to accommodate them. Oakbeyy OD U\TV , P BO 8F R23.W K
“2HardcastleLost p. 10.BradstbZ LV DERXW D PLOH IURP 6W ODU\TV
“Anon, (DUO\ 5SHPLQLVFHQFHV RI 6W *HRUJHDW KIOXUFK 28 HQGGE\W *HRO U HY
about a mileanda-half away.
;‘;‘ Built in 1496, though reH UHF W H G <LlRU N V K luU H LBé&I® Hedckry2P June 1872.

Ibid.
. H O Q18BY pp. 84950.
“UIXGGHQGHQ )RRW && CRKWepsite) O\ <HDUV
[http://www.ckcricketheritage.org.uk/docs/050408LUDDENDENFOOTLUddEARLYYEARS.AdEessed 2
November 2011; Hardcastleost pp. 8, 10.
“8 Halifax Guardian 0D\ M/ XGGHQGHQ )RRW && T7aCHCIUD Cebtenary Bdoklef, % RRW K
18931993(1993).
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The third primaryclub founded in 1884 had a quite different profile. This was at Stones
Wesleyan Chapeglocated on the edge of Soyland,

D YLOODJH DQG PRRUODQG WRZQVKLS « HIWHQGLQJ WHF
including within its boundaries part of the mountainotB*LRQ RI1 % ODFNVWRQH (G
Here is a Congregational chapel. The Wesleyans have a chapel at Stones and the
OHWKRGLVW 1HZ &RQQH[LRQ DW 6R\ODQG 7RZQ « 7TKHUH C
large silk mill of Messrs. Hadwen and Sdfs.

The village displayedhe demographic pattern of the uplands of Halifax and the Calder
Valley. Its population had almost doubled from 1,888 in 1801 to 3,603 in *8mis
marked its peak, however, declining to 3,264 in 1871, 3,135 in 1901 and by 1921 it was
2,769>! Soyland wa a typical rurakindustrial Nonconformist village with Methodism
dominant though divided. Secession from Stones Wesleyans in 1818 spawned two rival
MethodistNew Connexion chapels in the area, probably sparing them from further schisms
during the midcenury Fly Sheetsontroversy’?

Stones, despite its lofty position, was somewhat less isolated than most of Soyland owing to
its proximity to the small commercial valley centre of Ripponden and had both ecclesiastical
and cricketing rivalry. Church clubs spgaup in the vicinity around the same time, matching

the pattern seen at lllingworth and Luddenden. Ripponden Church also started its cricket club
in 1884 and Ripponden Wesleyans, Ripponden Zion and Ripponden Ebenezer Young Men all
played Stones Wesleyatist season’

Despite being aressetially selflimiting membershiptKH FKDSHOfV O0OXWXDO ,PS
Society, founded in 1863, provided a valuable insight intolding-running debate over

recreation and sporwithin grassroots Nonconformifi/. Societies deeloped speaking,

writing and organisational skills bthieyalso provided sociability and were intendeddster

“9Kelly's,1881 p. 1355.

%0 UK Population Censtes 1801, 1841.

*!|bid., 1871, 1901 and 1921.

*2The two New Connexion chapels were at Soyland and nearby Lightazles. That-paitical element was
involved in this rival venture was indicated when thee KWD]OHVY FKDSHO ZDV FDVWLJDWHG E'
circuit in 1829 for permitting the radical and future Chartist, Benjamin Rushton, to preach in the local school.
+DUJUHDYHV u5HOLJLRQ D Quperdxi Mdthiotism Bivided in GHdlifax ah the Calder
Valley.

%3 Fixtures reported ithe Halifax Guardian 1884. Several games were also played againstherch clubs in

a full fixture list.

*HUBWRQHV :HVOH\DQ OXWXDO ,PSUR Y HPGAGBL226.RHelindide\cderQyXay the/
established date as 1863.
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the retention of young people in the chufth7 KH 6 W R Q H VWhidhRvBd. té Wave

personal links with the cricket club, held oftenpassoned debates over thelace of
amusements and sport.révealed that mangnemberswere still strongly opposed to drink

and gambling but that there was a shift, partly generational, in attitudes towards leisure. Only
seven years before the chapel crickeO XE ZDV IRUPHG RQH PHPEHU ZDU!
PRPHQWY « SDVVHG XQLPSURYHG EH DV WRHWIMASHQW 3|
later, however, the acknowledgement of a threat saw a member reluctantly advocating church
provision of recreationtor@ LQ WKHLU \RXQJ SHRSOH DQG GLYHUW WK
ZDV QRWDEO\ IRXQG LQ pWKH 3XEOLF +RXVH>>E189K LWV @ C(
WKHUH zZzDV D FDOO IRU WKH 6RFLHW\ WR IRUP LWV RZQ F
togetherins PHU WLPH DQG ILQG WKHP ZLWK RQH*®RI WKH KHDC

Phase 3 Clubs

The club of Mytholmroyd Wesleyan Sunday school emerged a decade after Stones. This was
the first of the primary clubs to commence as leagues were bringing a saodno cricket,
stimulating the creation of new teams. Unlike the previous clubs, it was a developing
manufacturing village situated in the bottom of the Calder Valley. Mytholmroyd had
benefited from its location with a Turnpike Trust road (1760s), theh&e Canal (1802)
bringing coal for steam power, and from the early 1840s, the tMadshester railway

line >°

Mytholmroyd was easily accessible along the vallbging only 1% mile from both
Luddenden Foot to the east and Hebden Bridge in the westetiNdess, due to its
narrowness and steeply sided hills, the village remained a distinct’aFba. population

JUHZ EXW RQO\ VORZO\ ,Q LW ZDV LQ ZKHQ LW
it had risen to 3,229; by 1891 three years pidcthe cricket club it was 3,3F8.In 1894 the

village was elevated to a civil parish, taking in a population of £388.

%5 Mutual Improvement Societies were usually the offspring of Sunday schools and were predominantly, though
not exclusively, male. The Stones Society records are especially useful as there are ndanihetetapel for

the research period, nor for the cricket club until 1914.

®W.F. 6ZLWFKHU M/HLV XYW RORHPH QMAWIIH\DQ OXWXDO ,PSURYHPHQW 6RFL
CA SB232 26 June 1877

*lbid., p$ +HOBRXIKW WKH &K Ud supply Dapnt&rkixtrddiishs\eind Pleasures to those of the
"RUOGY 2FWREHU

¥ ELG SLHFH E\ pu$ 6XJaxhotoste)R Q 1 1R

*9Hanson,TheStory of Old Halifaxpp. 227, 222, 259.

O NU5R\GY VLIQLILHV pFOHDULQJY Daleylipttbra)HIB,IpQ9. WKH RQFH ZRRGHG
. HOO\TVp.875;:KLWHV 'L1887FpMR3IHO O\ Vp. 762.

2 HOO\fVp. 762.
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7KH FOXEfV SURVSHFWYV ZHUH D{dBdnstiedcEacahddWKaROBeIdR\G TV |
relatively prosperous and better equipped thanyma survive trade recessions. There was
significant livestock farming on the surrounding moors. Textile enterprises were medium

scale and varied with cotton spinning and manufacture, woollen and worsted manufacture as
well as fustians and braid productioThe number of craftsmen and retail outlets, and
especially the many butchers and greengrocers, reveal a role as a mark¥t ptere was a

high degree of organisation in the area witkoperative societies in both Mytholmroyd itself

and nearby Crag§ DOH DQG WKH HPSOR\HUVY O\ WKROPUR\G 0DQXI

Denominational competition existed in Mytholmroyd with the Church of England St
OLFKDHOYVY DQG D 3ULPLWLYH OHWKRGLVW FKDSHO DV ZHC
Cragg Vale. However, theillage appears free of religipolitical disputes since the 1830s

and factory reforni* The new club had a precedent and rival in-obarch Mytholmroyd

CC, a founder member of the Calder Valley League. By this time cricket was enormously
popular in the a@® The club joined the Hebden Bridge and District League in its second
VHDVRAQ WKRXJK LWV VHFRQG WHDP FRQWLQXHG WR
sporting enthusiasm was also evidenced by its strong football (rugby) team operating from at
least 1880 when it took part in the Yorkshire Challenge ©ufhe club, or its spectators,
apparently had an oweompetitive approach, being suspended for several games in 1888
IROORZLQJ puPLVEHKDY LRXIUhigigzde bGeVredson) fdr thekeXh MK H V

preference for hosting cricket rather than football.

In 1897, the cricket club of the Methodist New Connexion at Outlane was formed. The
YLOODJH GLG QRW ZDUUD QW HOMOM IR/Z'Q IHHOAWLR UL\ QR&MtHDWW \ € DU
divided betveen Halifax and Huddersfield:

3 Ibid., pp. 76264.

% In 1833 during the 1®iour agitation Mr Farrer, ‘an old Methodist minister’, at Hebden Bridge regularly
preachedhgainstfactories and steam looms, denouncing them as 'little hells' and 'raftisilg. This had led

Mr Walker of Mytholmroyd, a partnein the worsted spinning mill of Messrs. Walker and Edmundson, to
threaten 'that when it is his turn to preacttheir chapel, he will lock the door and prevent him from going in'".
+DUJUHDYHV p5HOLJLRQ DQG 6RFLHW\Y S

®7KH FOXETV I|L Usiiawed njateXes againbr beighbouring teams such as Hebden Bridge United Star,
Cragg Vale United, Salem (Hebden Bridge) and Luddenden Foot UMEGW KROPUR\G :HVOH\DQ 6X
SchoolCricket Club) L[ W XUH & DCAGNYC1332/1.

% Yorkshire Football Chaéinge Cup, first round drawork Herald 27 September 1880

" Huddersfield Daily Chroniclg20 November 1888.
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Outlane is a hamlet 2 miles west [of its township of Longwood near Huddersfield],
SDUWO\ LQ /RQJZRRG DQG UHPDLQGHU LQ 6WDLQODQG
room, and there are also Baptist, Methodist New Connexioi&sieyan Chapefé.

H+DPOHWYT UDWKHU XQGHUVWDWHG 2XWODQH°ZHelteFK L Q
SHUKDSVY UHIOHFWHG WKH YLOODJHYV LVRODWLRQ RQ WKH
elevation of almost 850 feét Transport improventes were also slow to arrive. A reference

LQ WKH QHZ FULFNHW FOXEYVY FDVKERRN WR p7UDPY LQ
linked the village to Huddersfield (four miles distant) only since the end of the 1880s.

Electric trams were not extended@uitlane until February 1898.The local economy was
ODUJHO\ EDVHG RQ IDUPLQJ DQG WH[WLOHV ZLWK (GZDUG ¢
spinners at Gosport Mills in the village a large employer, though there was also a brewery

within a mile or sd?

The cricket club was founded just three years after the Methodist New Connexion opened a
new chapel and Sunday school in 188Zhe centenary of the New Connexion also took
SODFH LQ DQG PD\ KDYH EHHQ D IDFWRU LcéntrédVDUWLQ
firmly on Methodism: whereas the Anglican Mission Church was a relatively recent arrival,

the New Connexion had begun in 1832, with the Wesleyans having established a chapel three

years earlief?

The village had a somewhat unattractive pictunatpd of it during the last decades of the
nineteenth century. During an Independent Labour Party campaign in 1895, in which Keir
Hardie was involved, th€all Mall Gazete UHIHUUHG WR D PHHWLQJ DW uD

% HO Q8¥Mpp. 911, 576.

69 (VWDEOLVKLQJ 2XWODQHTV SRSXODWLRQ SURYHG H[WUHPHO\ GLIILF
administratively split between Halifax and Huddersfield. A count of the 180Population Censusaking in

the areaswhich were clearly part of Olaing arrived ata populationof 997. +RZHYHU .HOO\fV '"LUHF
recorded the vilge school as having 170 children and 68 infantd,O OQ1&97 This suggests a larger

population, perhaps in the region of 1,2D300.

0260 metres, 853 feet, is the hdigif the current cricket ground at Outlan@utlane CCJ C&K Website
[http://www.ckcricketheritage.org.uk/calderdale/outlane/clubhomg. Atoessed?8 August 2008 The frontier

nature remains today witthe village ofOutlane in the new metropolitan district of Kirklees, while the cricket

club, based 5Fards from theM62 motorway is just within the Calderdale boundary and glay the Halifax

League.

" putlaneOHWKRGLVW 1HZ &RQQH[LRQ §27MaWN18%W. 6HFUHWDU\TV % RRN

"2 Huddersfield Daily Chronicleand West Yorkshire AdvertisarFebruary 1899.

® _HO QI8DY pp. 5023, 84647, 912.

" Huddersfield Daily Chronicland West Yorkshire Advertisé@8April 1894.

> The Mission Church did not appear irH O O\ { Vthough it was referred to in a local paper in 1891,
Huddersfield Daily Chronicleand West Yorkshire Advertise24 January 1891N. Hirst and G. Roberts,

Methodism in Outlane: Triple Jubilee8221972: Souvenir Booklet1972)
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QDPHG 2XoWikD et Mercury recording the experience of one gentleman two

decades earlier showed that Outlane provided a challenge for its churches:

7KH YLOODJH LV D ORQJ VWUDJJOLQJ XQLQWHUHVWLQJ
3DVVLQJ WKH 3&RPPHUF L D Ceryeg @ighteéh Hndrk gRa)ivgHat pikdh R E V
DQG WRVV DW WZR RTFORFN LQ WKH DIWHUQRRQ RI WKH
this [he] made a memorandum in his nbt®k. Directly afterwards he was saluted

ZLWK D VKRZHU RI VWRQHYV -duoken mehhX iad ovgdtedwerée KH KD O |
stoning him. He expostulated with the men, but the answer was another volley of
VWRQHYV DFFRPSDQLHG ZLWK IRXO DQG WKUHDWHQLQJ O

$ WWUDGLWLRQDOY 6W ORQGD\ ZzZDV VWLOO EHLEWhatHOHEUD

the chapel still perceived cricket as a more temperate alternative.

The club had a neohurch precedent in Outlane Wellington (sometimes referred to simply as
H2XWODQHYT ZKLFK KDG SO D\HETH$ asxdisbanded lalQrigsides K H v
village football club in 1890 following a legal dispute with their landlord over the renting of

the ground which they sharétiOutlane also had a history of athletics and pedestrianism

driven by money. In 1814 a twmile foot race took place for a prize of 20 guin&s&nnual

athletic events, taking place at Outlane from at least 1871, saw crowds into the thousands,
with prizes 6 up to £50 for the highlight, a twmile steeplechas®.

Five years after the formation of the club at Outlane, in 1902, the Sunday school of Inchfield
Bottom UMFC formed its cricket club. Situated in the Walsden valley, less than two miles

from Todmordenthe area remained dominated by cotton with some fustian manufaduring.

It was similarly identified with Nonconformity and, particularly, Methodism. Teasus of

Religious WorshipR | KDG VKRZQ WKDW RXW RI TRGPRUGHC

* pall Mall Gazette 22 July 1895.

" H<RUN VKL U H eefsmMeours August 1872.

8 Huddersfield Daily ChroniclendHuddersfield Examinewarious dates from 1874. This older club also had
personnel connections thithe Outlane Rifle Volunteers (see chapter fa@hib Peopldf and may have grown
out of it. The likelihood of thismilitary link is increased withhere beingQR pH:HOOLQJIJWRQYT SXEOLF KR
village.

9 Huddersfield Daily Chronicland WesYorkshire Advertiserl5 March 1890.

8| eeds Mercury5 November 1814

8 Huddersfield Daily Chronicleand West Yorkshire Advertis@l August 1872.The 1872 event was
FRQVLGHUHG pDQQXDOT

8 'HO O\ V(London, 1908), p. 884. In 1881 26.5% of the working population of the Todm&aienLaw
Union/RegstrationDistrict was employed in textiles, in 1921 27% of the Urban District/Metropolitan Borough
was similarly employed, though with females now formig KH P D MTRdhiolan RegD/PLU: 1881
Occupational OrdeY fTogmordenUD/MB: 1921 Occupational Classificatidh ision of Britain Through
Time Accessed 12 November 2011.
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had attended services, of whom approximately 47 per cent were Methodist, with overall
Nonconformist worshippers outnumbering those of the Church of England by more than four

to-one®®

Local historians have argued that the vigour of Methodism was directedndustry, it

EHLQJ PQR FRLQFLGHQFH WK D VowReBsQn the luppeK BaldeK VeeyV VI X O
ZHUH DFWLYH QR®RERBYRWP LIWMMAIDOVR LGHQWLILHG D GLV\
in personal responsibility deployed to justify unsavoury itdaispractices during the early
nineteenth century. Consequently the area was a focus for radical movements interwoven

with religion, seen most fervently in itesistanceo the workhouse.

As late as 1861|nchfield Bottom UMFC exhibited not onlydenaminational antipathy

towards the Anglicans butill alsowithin Methodism to the Old ConnexioA minister at

the stondaying ceremony irthat yeay saw its rebuilt chapelto be puD 'LVVHQWLQJ RQ}
oppositionto an Established Church, a Methodist Fréei€h in distinction from a Wesleyan
OHWKRGLKMW ZDV HPERGLHG LQ WKH FKDSHOYV DXVWHUH |
directly opposite Hollins Mill alongside the Rochdale Canal. It also reflected the proletarian
nature of the area. Formed dgimore conciliatory times within Methodism, the cricket club

emerged in the wake of the Balfour Education Aethich was bitterly opposed ksome
Nonconformistsin the Todmorden area DQG PD\ KDYH SOD\HG VRPH URO
formation®® The club couldalso be viewed as part of a slow diversification from the Sunday
VFKRROYVY VROH RULJLQDO REMHFWLYHV RI PRUDO DQG UH
with its Mutual Improvement Society which ran between 1870 and 1875 and during 1881 to
1888

The area was a hotbed of cricket. The Calder Valley League had already run for 12 years
ZKHQ ,QFKILHOG %YRWWRP MRLQHG LQ LWV ILUVW VHDVRQ
Walsden, which played in the strong Lancashire Central League, had been establishe
officially since 1870 and quite possibly existedm 185622 7TRGPRUGHQ ZDV WKH Gl

8 Heywoods and JenningA History of Todmorderpp. 171-2.

8 bid, p. 95.

% Rev. John Guttridge, quoted iFhe Centenary Handbook of Trinity Methodist Church, Inchfield Bottom
(Inchfield Bottom, Waddington, 1962). 6.

% The act provided for the funding of Anglican and Catholic schools out of the local rates, but not for
Noncorformist schools. The support of Catholic schools was particularly loathsome to Dissknigasto
'LVVHQWLQJ PLQLVWHUVY SDVVLYH UHVLVWDQFH E\ UHHatyeae$, WR SD\ \
MS5HOLJLRQ DQG 6RFLHW\T SS

& Trinity MethodistChurch,p. 10.

B6HH W:DOVGHQ && 7ICHK{ebsiied <HDUV

[http://www.ckcricketheritage.org.uk/docs/032108WALSDEN842WALearly.pdtessed 2 November 2011.
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senior club, being formed in 1835 and playing in the Lancashire League, the strongest in the

country®® Both clubs attracted hundreds, and Todmorden even thousdisggctators.

Lumbutts: A Secular Study

Lumbutts was a neohurch cricket club typical of small local sides at the time and akin to
the church primary clubs. Despite being only two miles distant from Inchfield Bottom, and
similarly dependent on cottororf employment, the village of Lumbutts was of a quite
different character. Whereas Inchfield Bottom was part of an urghustrial valley sprawl,
Lumbutts, perched above Todmorden at approximately 1,200 feet, was a moorland site of the
dual economy. Thei€ldenshadextended their cotton spinning enterprise to the village in the
last years of the eighteenth century, acquiring two mills there in the 1B#mwvever,

having boasted several textile mills, by the 1860s only two, owned by the Fieldens, remained
in Lumbutts and these were soon in decline, closing in the P&2Pastoral farming

remained important but was not a large emplder.

The area also had its religious tribulations. An acrimonious secession from the Wesleyan
chapel at neighbouring Mankintesl occurred in the mitl830s resulting in the foundation of
a Wesleyan Methodist Association chapel at Lumbutts in 83he Fieldens financially

supported the breakaway chapel.

Lumbutts Cricket Club started in 1890. Although there are no known presddenticket in

the village itself, as seen, there was a long tradition of the game in the Todmorden district.
Lumbutts was a very late Phase 2 club. Its establishment preceded the Calder Valley League
by only one year and the club became its inaugunaheviin 1891.

Conclusion

Church cricket clubs emerged in large numbers in almost every corner of Halifax and the
Calder Valley from the latemineteenth century. This growth occurred in a remarkably
diverse range of geographic, sceiconomic, denominational and sporting contexts.

8 Heywoods Cloth Caps p. 4.

P U/XPEXWWYV 8 TofHdideh lati@alsden,
|http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~todmordeaisde n/lumbuttsmilhtm#anchor|l
Accessedl 3 November 2011.

2 7KHVH WRR FORVHG L History of bh@lQuinbuta Biféitp: dvww.freewebs.com/lumbutls
|centre/History.htmAccessed.3 November 2011.

> ' HOO\TVpp. 72122.

93 SeeAppendix 2 MethodisnDivided in Halifax and the Calder Valley.
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Although demographic shifts and improved transport were slowly transforming the situation,
the area was better undaod in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries as a
collection of distinct communities rather than a homogenous region. The primary clubs
permit a representative examination of church cricket in this diverse industrial society in
which the churhes retained a central place. It is, however, also acknowledged that the

enterprise of both individuals and groups played vital roles in what was an extraordinary
sporting development.
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CHAPTER 3 CLERGY

Introduction

Keith Sandiford DV DUJXHG WKDW GXULQJ WKH 9LFWRULDQ SHI
XQTXDOLILHG EOHVVLQJY DQG WKDW pub VSHFWDFXODU FUL
impact of muscular Christianity which extolled the virtues of cricket above all other sfiorts
However, fom aclose examination of their role and motivation in promoting cricket in

Halifax and the Calder Valleythis chapter contendwhat although clergymen, including
Nonconformist ministersgdid makea valuable contributignthis wasvery far from being
unqualifiedor universal It also holds that clerical attitudes and actions were shaped more by

social than religious forces and influenced by the attitudes of their wealthier churchgoers.

This could result in tensions within clubs and diminiBar capacity to act as recruiting

agents for the church. Finally, the case is made that it was congregations rather than clergy

that usually initiated cricket clubs.

In October 1892WKH 5HY : -DFNVRQ RI 6W 3DXOfV :HVO&a\DQ &KL
discourse to a meonly congregation which demonstrated how far clerical attitudes to cricket

had progressed since neéntury. The minister was reported as saying that

every aspect of the game was manly, it was-tEHIBRUQ (QJOLVK WKHUH ZDV Q
paQN\Y DERXW LW $ERXW RQFH D ZHHN ZKLOVW LQ /RQGH
/IRUGTV EXW QHYHU KDG KH ZLWQHVVHG DQ\ JDPEOLQJ R
have a game or two where a parson could attend, and where the most religious of them

could ®nd their sons and daughters without fear of moral injury. During the many

times he had withessed county and international cricket he had never seen a drunken

man in the field. Cricket made men smart; it commanded fair play. Often they heard

WKH FU\ WK®PIMY /HW WKHP DSSHDO WR WKHEU FRQVFLHQ|

The speech could equally have been delivered by a Church of England clergyman. By 1892,
Methodists were largely in favour of cricket. Jackson was even perhaps hinting that the
congregabn form a team. The minister, though, was not just promoting cricket. He was
endeavouring to appeal to working methe biggest absenters from churdhrough a series

of all-male Sunday afternoon services, which were part of a wider missionary etfioetdc

! Sandiford Cricket and the&/ictorians pp. 36, 534.
2 Halifax Guardian 8 October 1892.
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out mainly by the Anglicans and WesleyaHg was being quite successfulattracting such
men to his services

Nonetheless, Jackson revealed a continuing anxiety and inadvertently shed light on why there
was a need for such services in thetfplce and why theiappealproved ephemeral. It

carried a representation of cricket alien to many in the congregation. Few, if any, would have
DWWHQGHG PDWFKHVY DW WKH 2YDO RU /RUGYTV -DFNVRQ GI
specific matchedamous players, results or competition, and did not refer to local cricket. He
WRRN LW IRU JUDQWHG WKDW JDPEOLQJ DQG GULQNLQJ E!
KDYH DSSHDOHG WR WKH pFRQYHUWHGY IRU PDQThZ RUNLQJ
speech was a typical illustration of the inability of many otherwise-melning clergymen

to discuss cricket without resort to moralising. Jackson unconsciously defined the limits of
cricket and other recreations for engaging ordinary young mée ichturches.

Changing Clerical Attitudes towards Cricket and Recreation

The cricket played in Pudsey, near Leeds, in the 1830s would not have been endorsed by the
Rev. Jackson, it being:

played mostly in the lanes or small openings in the villagath a tub leg for a bat,

PDGH VPDOOHU DW RQH HQG IRU D KDQGOH « QR XPSLUH
hardest won«k ORQH\ ZDV PRVWO\ SOD\HG IRU DQG IUHTXHQW
HYHQ ILJKWLQJ WRRN SODFHT

In the village of lllingworth, threeniles to the north of Halifax, the Yorkshire and England
legend Tom Emmett recalled that, as a youngster in about 1850

7TKHUH ZzDV D ORW RI ULYDOU\ DPRQJ WKH ER\V ZKR SOD\I
length of arranging a single wicket match, antiwSOD\HG IRU G uD PDQ ¢ o
were such swells before. | turned out in beautiful white smock and clogs. It was such a

terrible stake, 2d. each; we were men! | believe our side won. We had such a fright
GXULQJ WKH PDWFK , VH@Wwwisw oftab aed@iningWaknbirgX J K W

% The service of 9 OctobewnDV PZHOO DWWHQGHGY DQG WKDW RI 2FWREHU D
Brighouse and Rastrick Gazetfes October and 5 November 1892.

* Lawson,Progress in Pudseyp. 81-82. Lawson did, of course, have a vested interest in providing a contrast to
laWHU pSURJUHVVY
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shed. It hit a man named Harrowby, who was quite a character in the village. He came
out covered with blood, and swore he would have us before the magistrates.

In the first half of the nineteenth centuwyith its spetre of industrial, political and social

unrest, such cricket particularly when accompanied by crowds of spectators, drinking and
gambling - was not acceptable to cler§yEven after miecentury, suspicion remained,
especially within Methodism. In 18564 Bible Christian MagazineF LWHG pWKH EDOOUF
cardc WDEOH « -voude, thdbolingreen [and] the crickekl URXQGY DV ORFDWL
sin.” Andrew Hignell found, in his study of the development of cricket in South Wales, that

during the first halof the nineteenth century, church and chapel would not countenance the

playing, let alone the sponsoring, of sport by the lower ofders.

The attitude of clergymen to leisuneaschanged largelyy transformations in society. This
occurred in two stagesirst their acceptance of recreatipar seas the bourgeoisie decided

in its favour; secondly with the later desirability of leisure for the lower orders. The first
stage, beginning before makntury, was fostered by the security of wealth and the growing
influence and prestige of the middle classes. The Reform Act of 1832 had demonstrated their
political arrival and the repeal of the Corn Laws in 1846 had symbolised the economic

ascendancy of the business classes over the aristdcracy.

The pressing objective for theouveaux richegshen became social acceptance by a still
culturally dominant upper class conspicuous by its lei§liféie evangelical zeal which had
inspired many successful men of trade began to dissipate, permitting a dégetaxation.

In an address to a Manchester Athenaeum Soiree in 1847, Richard Cobden observed that:

[the Manchester Athenaeum] had been found to be a necessity in the community, and
that, from its commendable characteristics, it would always beeghtdl and always
would receive the support of those inhabitants of Manchester who were engaged in
active business, and who in their leisure hours could appreciate and were willing to
avail themselves of intellectual advantages and beneficial relaXation.

H7RP (PRp MW

® For a discussion on the potential and fear of political, social and industrial disturbances see Edward Royle,
Revolutionary Britannia? :Reflections on theThreat of Revolution in Britain, 17891848 (Manchester

Manchester University Press, 2000

" Quoted inCurrie, Methodism Dividedp. 132

®Hignell, $ u)DYRXU |pA8B. *D P H

? See MatthewThe Nineteenth Centurpp. 4, 26.; RoyleModern Britain pp. 124, 126.

10 As late as 1862, Henry Mayhew in his clagssfiDWLRQ RI VRFLHW\ LQ IRXU JURXSV VDZ
OHLVXUHG FODVV IURP ZKLFK WKH OHDGH Wddétn Brifaif pg1886. ZHUH GUDZQT
" The Times20 November 1847.
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/IHLVXUH IRU WKH PLGGOH FODVVHV EHFDPH QRW RQO\ D
provided that it did not detract from hangn social standing: a concern still acute in the late
1860s as recognised by an article in@wenhill Magazine

We aredreadfully afraid of making ourselves ridiculous before one another. Public
RSLQLRQ « SHUVLVWHQWO\ PHUJHV WKH PDQ LQ KLV SURI
pedestal of his status, and will on no account allow him to descend ftom it.

The dilemma wasUHVROYHG E\ pUDWLRQDO UHFUHDWLRQY DV SU
Athenaeum.

7KH FKXUFKHVY FDPH XQGHU WKH LQIOXHQFH RI WKH PLGGC
with even the Methodists becoming less fervent and less opposed to amssémemt!l as

their rising social sway and ofterongenial relations with the clergy, they were increasingly

in a position to influence the activities of the church as a consequence of their patronage. In

the Halifax district the number of churches andpehis increased fourfold in the second half

of the nineteenth century, with the majority of Nonconformist churches in Halifax being built

from 1870 This expansion was often motivated as much by social prestige as religious
necessityandchapels became ind HDVLQJO\ RUQDWH DQG FRQVLGHUHG D!
a great deal of building and rebuilding of both Sunday and day schools took place.-Middle

class money and financial expertise were often needed to fund this building and liquidate the
huge debts Wich frequently resulted, especially for the unendowed Nonconformists. If such
wealthy and influential people favoured respectability over evangelicalism and sociability

over class meetings, they were in a strong position to obtain these.

Acceptance by # clergy of leisure for the wetb-do was one thing. Approval of recreation

for the poor, and especially its provision by the church, required the second stage. If the
middle classes retained some anxieties over their own amusements, this was as nothing
compared to their preoccupation with those of the lower orders. The situation, though, was
transforming as posthartist industrial society settled down.

12 peter W. ClayderCornhill Magazine quoted irBailey, Leisure and Clas®. 66.

13 Green Religion in the Age of Declingp. 90, 298. There were 25 churches and chapels in the new Municipal

Borough in1851 and 99 in the County Borough at the turn of the century. Green described the style of dissenting
churchrHV EHWZHHQ DQG DV D pFRPSURPLVH EHWZHHQ WKH JUDQG
*RWKLF « DQG WKH PXQGDQH DVVRFLDWLRQDO SXUSRVHV RI FKXUFK H
RQOQH pORRUV 0OLOOV DQG OLQLVWHUVY
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1851 was a milestone for popular recreation. The Great Exhibition of that year attracted six
million visitors of all social classes. Some members of the higher echelons of society,
astonished at the exemplary behaviour of such a huge gathering of agricultural and industrial
workers, now considered them worthy of recreatida.H O O frivvtedLwith unmitigeed
approval a temperance procession to the Crystal Palace,whiobering many thousands

consisted chiefly of the working classes, their wives and children, neat, clean, well
dressed, happy and heallopking, and indicating in every way those orgdrhbits,
ZKLFK EH\RQG TXHVWLRQ GLVWLQJIXLYK WKH GHYRWHHYV

Nonetheless, many clergymen remained ambivalent and even sceptical. As late as 1878,
Frederick Gale hardly a social or cricketing revolutionarjound it necessary to vte:

Dearly beloved parsons, if it should be your lot to be at the head of a real cricketing
parish, shut your ears to the nonsense which foolish people will try and din into them
WKDW FULFNHW SURPRWHY GUXQNHQQHVYV BD&apGr ULRWLQJ
two about a cricket ground, you will probably find on enquiry that the offenders are
WKRVH ZKR DUH QHYHU VREHU PURP \HDUYfV HQG WR \HDU

Despite this resounding assurance, many clergy continued to harbour precisely such

concerns.

Clergym fo fet —SF "‘e‘—<¢‘e *~ {1 fe't . —f 737 "<..ot-

&OHUJ\PHQ KRZHYHU ZHUH S Ul&eellréhabditdlion @ wab alsoNitdi W TV K
1851 that the Rev. James Pycroft wrote his eulogy to the game.Cricket Field
incorporated a scientific approach taying but more especially it elevated the game from its
gambling and drinking associations into a higher sphere, embodying English virtues and

benefiting from a classical lineage:

The game of cricket, philosophically considered, is a standing panegyrithe
English character: none but an orderly and sensible people would so amuse
themselves. It calls into requisition the cardinal virtues, some moralists would say. As

4 Bell § Life 10 August 1851.
®YUHGHULFN *DOH u7KH J&HHUVZK IDWQKET & USLUFINF-NMAHIV H UV fepfodlR&INQ LR Q IR U
The All England Cricket and Football Journal, August 1879
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with the Grecian games of old, the player must be sober and temperate. Patience,
fortitude, and self denial, the various bumps of order, obedience and good humour,
with an unruffled temper are essenttl.

Linking the morality claimed for cricket with the ancient Olympic ideal appealed to those of
a classical education, who included almost all Anglican clergymen. Pycroft himself was
educated at King Edward VI Grammar School, Bath and Trinity College, OXfdvdre
importantly, it captivated the aspirational middle classes, whose sons were entering the
reforming public schools in increasing numbers, gilding a more alluring notion onto their

staid values of order, discipline and temperance.

The Cricket Fieldbecame part of the litany of muscular Christianity, the term being
associated a few years later with another clergyman, the Rev. Charles Kingsley. Though
.LQJVOH\ SUHIHUUHG WKH WHUP p&KULVWLDQ PDQOLQHVVYS
masculinty.18 .LQJVOH\ ZDV D &KULVWLDQ 6RFLDOLVW ZKR PRYH(
JRUWLHVY KDG VXSSRUWHG pPRUDO IRUFHY &KDUWLVP DQ
Kingsley also advocated brisk physical exercise as a way of reinvigorating teisisfed

Church and countering what he saw as the otherworldly and effeminate tendencies of his

nemesis, the Angl€atholics*™®

Kingsley was not a proponent of team games. Muscular Christianity, however, was usurped
from him. Thomas Arnold, in his efforte reform Rugby school and integrate the sons of the

middle classes into a cultural and political alliance with those of the landed gentry, had more
LQWHOOHFWXDO WKDQ SK\VLFDO REMHFWLYHV <HW LW ZD
R1 $ U QRuQLS thst provided the model for the new public schoolboy in eanstocratic

but courageous young Englishman. The gaplaging Tom Brownentranced the newly rich

now seeking a more noble cause than trade. The public schools, together with Oxbridge

codified sports and rendered them respectable.

The potential effect on churchmen of this conversion as adherents and disseminators of sport

was enormous. By the 1870s almost 70 per cent of Anglican clergymen were educated at

18 pycroft, TheCricket Field p. 16.

" Gerald M. D. Howat u- D PHV 3 R&@xfartfDictionary of National Biography
[http://www.oxforddnb.com/view/article/229]1 B.ccessed 2 August 2009.
Y1RUPDQ 9DQFH p&K DHe Oxiovd DicoaatyDafiNgtional Biography
[http://www.oxforddnb.com/view/article/15617?docPosA2cessed 2 August 2009.

¥ NewsomeGodliness and Good Learning. 207.
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public schools now pervaded wittames? Until the 1890s, all public school headmasters

were clergymen. Frederick Temple, later Archbishop of Canterbury, as headmaster of Rugby
from 1859 to 1869, encouraged vigorous exercise and games although these were
subordinated to his wider eduaatal reforms™ As early as 1858, however, the headmaster

of Uppingham, the Rev. Edward Thin URFODLPHG WKDW ubD ER\ ZKRP ZH
level in school redeems his sedfspect by the praise bestowed on him as a ga8@D¥H U
Thring, enormouslynfluential within the realm of the public schools, even claimed that
GHYHORSLQJ pPDQOLQHVVYT ZDV YLWDO pLQ IRUPLQJ QDWIL
VXFK DQ DGYHQWXURXV UDFHY $OUHDG\ VSRUW ZDV EHL
superiority (WRQ ZDV WUDQVIRUPHG DORQJ 7KULQJYV OLQHV
inaugurated cricket competitions, promoted rowing and introduciéieé aorps

Through the influence of epublic schoolboys, first as students then as staff, sports took root
at Oxbridge. At Cambridge, another clergyman, Leslie Stephen, and other kindred spirits,
transformed games and manliness into cults. The growing relationship between sport and
patriotism was given a more martial aspect when, following the French invasion ailarm
1859, Stephen, as with thousands of others, joined the Volunteers. This was intensified by the
military successes of Prussia, then Gernfény.

Such was the ascendancy of sport at the ancient universities by the late 1860s that Mark
Pattison, Rector dfincoln College, Oxford noted:

the mastery which the athletic furor has established over all minds in this place. They

have ceased to be amusements; they are organised into a system of serious occupation

« $V VRRQ DV WKH VXPPHU 2¢tb avekdistrganidat;\study) evehKH FR O
the pretence of it, is at an end. Play is thenceforth the only thGught.

A gauge of the extent of this influence on clergy was that a third of all Oxbridge cricket blues
between 1860 and 1900 were ordaifid.

#|n 1878,16,297 of the 23,616 Anglican clergy in England andé&'&ad been to Oxbridgknglis, Churches
and the Working Classggp. 41, 143.

L NewsomeGodliness and Good Learningp. 21720.

#bid., p. 221.

% |bid., pp. 1956, 2245.

% bid., pp. 2156.

% |bid., pp. 2012.

% williams, Cricket and Englangp. 143.
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The Nononformists with their puritanical heritage had more and bigger obstacles to cross in
their acceptance of games. However, the sons of thetwvdtl Dissenting ministry were
being more and more educated in the public school manner. This was particulaitly g
Wesleyans who were closest to the Established Church and usually the wealthiest.
Kingswood School, founded by Wesley in 1748, provided the sons of Wesleyan ministers
with career opportunities which were largely indistinguishable from those opuhbic

school educated offspring of Anglican clefdyThis was true of theWesleyanboarding
school, Woodhouse Grove Academy, founded near Leeds, ind8lghconformists were,
moreover, eligible to take degrees at Oxford from 1854 and Cambridge from 1856.

The ministry was increasingly collegelucated® At Headingley, also in the Leeds area, a
third Wesleyan theological institution was opened in 1869. By this time over half of
Wesleyan ministers had attended college. The humbler Methodist denominairted lstter

but began to catch up with the Wesleyans and Old Dissent. The percentages of college
educated Nonconformist ministers between 1880 and 1909 are shown in taBle 3.1.

Table 3.1 CollegeEducated Ministers, 18801909

Denomination % College
Wesleyan Methodists 90+
Primitive Methodists 77
Bible Christians, MNC, UMFC* 58
Baptists 73
Congregationalists 75

*MNC = Methodist New Connexion; UMFC = United Methodist Free Church
The three came together to form the United Methodist Church in 1907.

This was a crucial 39ear period for cricket in Halifax and the Calder Valley and more than

70 clubs were formed by these denominations. Sport had become prominent at the colleges.
7KH :HVOH\DQVY 5LFKPRQG 7KHRORJLFDO &RG&$UH LQVW
Methodist theological colleges were playing football tournaments among themselves from the
1890s at the very late¥tIn 1899, even the Primitive Methodii& ROOHJH DW ODQFKH

27 Kenneth D Brown, A Social History of the Nonconformist Ministry in England and Wales -1830
(Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1988), p. 92.

*Woodhouse Grove Schbttp://www.woodhousgrove.co.uk/woodhouse/school.h#mcessed 10

September 2010.

2 Brown, Nonconformist Ministryp. 59. College education was, however, a cause of considerable acrimony
within Methodism, with a belief that ministers were becoming too fashionable and beguiled by the wealthy to
involve themselves in evangelical work. It had been the major cause sfabssion of the Wesleyan Methodist
Association from the main body in 1835ee Appendix 2 Methodism Divided in Halifax and the Calder Valley.

%0 Figures fromBrown, Nonconformist Ministryp. 82.

31 Currie,Methodism Dividedp. 134.

32 Brown, Nonconformst Ministryp 89.
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Alexandrian Magazinevas unashamedly extolling its own prowess i6-A victory over a
local tea company in 1899, thoughs with WK H P D J D ] L= @sihfultalsdusiy®etrayed
adiminishingministerid common touctwithits UHIHUHQFH WR VSHFWBWRUV DV

The Nonconformist ministry was ever more receivarg elite education with its growing
emphasis on games. Those ministers, like Jackson, who came to advocate cricket did so
based on its reformed image and its vaunted beneficial influence on the conduct of those who
took part. More significantly, the mansninisters who remained unenthusiastic rarely
considered cricket as incompatible with the churches.

Virtue out of Necessity

The third significant event of 1851 was fiensus of Religious Worshifis interpretation by

Mann convinced clergymen that they had a more urgent task than modifying the behaviour of
working men: bringing them into church in the first place. t&esus had come in the wake

of Chartism which in the parish of Halifax, as elswhere in the North, had produced
polarised visions of religion in one of which clergymen had been portrayed as inverting
Christianity by siding with the rich against the pdbiChurch extension might Hlecate
churches physically at the centre of workitlgss communities but this of itself wouhtdt
restore trust nore-establish them as social foci. Consequently, efforts were made at retention
and recruitmenwhich included e enticement of social activities, including cricken A
additionalclericalagirationfor this wasasa deflection fromSabbatkbreaking

As seen, changing middidass attitudes to leisufarnishedan opportunity for clergymen to

engage working men through recreation. In Dissent there was a growing discomfort with the
most fundamental and distinctive feature of Nonconformist identity, the class meeting.

early as 1866, a class leader, John Hatepbliged to defend them in writir§.Many of the
REMHFWLRQV %DWH KDG WR FRXQWHU ZHUH VRFLDO UDWI
ZKLOH WKHUH DUH VR PDQ\ LQFRQVLVWHQW PHPEHMUYV , DP
have attended clasPHHWLQJ IRU \HDUV EXW FRXOG QRW HRMR\ LW

% The Alexandrian (The Magazine of the Primitive Methodist College, Manches88990 Vol. 3, No. 6

(Nottingham, 1899), RYIMAW, P2cp. 10.

¥6HH FKDSWHU RQH pORRUV 0LOOV DQG OLQLVWHUVT

¥ &ODVV PHHWLQJV 1R QF R{oriabisationN afid/cdhol erftaikédtharmutual relating of sins

and spiritual (and worldly) experiences by the members. It was through attendance at class meetings that the
pFODVV WLFNHWY WKH UHTXLVLWH RI FKDSHO PHPEHUVKLS ZDV LVVXH
% John BatgObjections to the Methodist Claséeeting Answere(_ondon, 1866).
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DP QRW JRRG HQRXJK usarnoP spedwmiz eligladDexpéfience in the elass
PHHWDQ®I tPEBBWVY.QJV DUH WRR H[SHQVLYHT

Robert Currie saw the class meetwighin Methodism gradually replaced as the focal point

of fellowship by convivial gatherings and social activities from around 1870, with
evangelism declining as respectability rese process identified throughout Nonconformity

by Alan Gilbert® This view is disputed by David Bebbington, who contesidhat
HYDQJHOLVP ZDV DGDSWDEOH DQG UHPDLQHG YLEUDQW
recreational activities and through their auxiliafiéBy 1907, the Nonconformists in Halifax

were acting on this teer assumption. The Baptist minister, the Rev. J. Miller, stated in his
address to the Halifax and District Christian Endeavour Union:

There was one great thing of the"2@ntury that struck everybody, and that was the

craving for pleasure, and ondrty the Christian Church had to do was to meet this

craving. There was a time when people said Christians had nothing to do with
pleasure, but they had something to do with it. Pleasure was as much part of their need

as liberty. The first great need of theesent time was Christian cheerfulness, and if

WKH\ ZRXOG GR *RGYV JUHDW ZRUN WKH\ PXVW SXW WKH
and much good would be doffe.

Within three months, OLOOHUYV SUHVFULSWLRQ ZDV EHLQJ LPSOH
formaion of the Halifax and District Church (Sunday School) Leatju€his was soon

followed by the creation of thelalifax and District Nonconformist LeaguBoth leagues
commenced playing in 1908

Clerical Involvement in Cricket

To examine the contributio®l FOHUJ\PHQ WR WhHeHotiot ol ¥ pRaddsroN HW
club formation will again be employed, particularly to help evaluate denominational
differences’?

%7 Ibid., no page numbers.

38 Currie, MethodisnDivided, pp.126-7, Gilbert, Religion and Sociefyp. 182.

% Interview with David Bebbington, 24 June 2009, at Conference on Modern British History, University of
Strathclyde.

0 Halifax Guardian 4 May 1907.

“Llbid., 7 September 1907.

“ BHH FKDSWHU WZR p3ULPDU\ &OXEVY 7KHVH Q&weRQDdalSKDVHYV
competition; and leagues the norm. There are no absolute chronological divisions, but respectively up to 1880,
1881:1890 and 1891 onwards.
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Phase 1

The Pycroftian version of cricketith its chivalrous and pastoral imagebgcane quickly

associated with the Established Church. The evidence for this phase in Halifax and the Calder
Valley sustains the commonly held view that Anglican clergymen were ahead of the
Nonconformist ministry in supporting cricket. In 1869 the Rev. Elijaydit, Vicar of St
7TKRPDVYV &ODUHPRXQW ZDV SUHVLGHQW RI WKH 6KLEGF
Lister, then a High Anglicarf® Although there was no evidence of a muscular Christian
invasion by cricketing parsons, three Anglican (only) clerics aosvk to have played during

this period. Two took part in the famous Elland versus Australia fixture of 1878. The Rev.
William James Kendle, who appeared for Hampshire five times before his move to
Yorkshire, was a reasonable-edunder with Elland havinglayed for them since at least

1871% He was also club president at the time he played against the Australian {Gists.

Rev. E. A. Sandford played mainly for Rastrick United, where he chaired the annual meeting

in 1876%° With more enthusiasm than abjl his selection against the Australians suggests
preferentialtreatmeﬁf.+H GLG KRZHYHU IRUP DQ RFFDVLRQDO WHDF
X1.*® There is no evidence that either he or Kendle promoted church cricket.

Other Anglican clergymen supportedicket albeit less activelyduring these years. They

attended cricket club events, though reports indicated more concern with affluent guests and
WKH XSKROGLQJ RI VRFLDO SURSULHWLHV WKDQ ZLWK WK
annual dinner hdlat the White Lion Hotel in November 1873 was typfcdbiners included,

among other local notables, George Holdsworth Crossley of the -cagmeifacturing
G\QDVW\ DQG WKH EUHZHU -RKQ 7D\ORU 5DPVGHQ pu7KH X
given fromtKkH FKDLU >'U 6WHHOH@ DQG PRVW HQWKXVLDVWLF
MSURSRVHG WKH 9LVLWRUV DQG H[SUHVVHG KLV SOHDVXU
5HY : *LOOPRU 9LFDU RI 6W ODU\TfV DW ,0O0L&dZtBUWK G]
encourage any innocent and healthy amusement, and he considered it the duty of a clergyman

“3'Shibden Vale Cricket Club, Rules and Byaws',1869.CA SH17/IN/278/5Lister converted to Catficism
in 1871.

# Christopher J. GrayThe Willow and the Cloth: A Compendium of Cricketing Clergymen from the 18th
Century (Eureka via Lismore, NSW, Winsor Editions, 1999), 149; Huddersfield Daily Chronicle 23
September 1871.

> Huddersfield Daily Clonicle, 10 June 1878. Kendle was Elland President at least since HI&#8J Cricket,
Athletic & Bowling Club, 186960, Centenary Brochui@960, p. 15.

“°Brighouse News? October 1876.

" This also being the assessment of Gray, GFag, Willow andhe Clothp. 237.

“8 Brighouse News26 June 1878.

9 Halifax Guardian 8 and 15 November 1873.
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WR KHOS RQ DOO XK PRYLIHFPHQWR YD\ SXEOLFO\ WKDW F(

this did demonstrate how far society had relaxed since theofl&fsartism.

The following year in the Brighouse area a less formal event revealed Anglican clergy taking
honorific roles in higkprofile cricket clubs. The Rev. William Leeman as President of
&OLIWRQ %YULWDQQLD FOXE QHDU $&Day teK B Ertertdhent VD Z D
alsoattended by the Rev. C. H. Fleetwood of Rastrick United as well as the Rev. W. J. Price
from Mirfield.>* Clergymen had a particularly strong association with Rastrick, with the Rev.

R. G. Irving briefly being president aftEleetwood and before Sandford.

The number of church clubs almost trebled in the eight years between the general arrival of

the Saturday halfioliday in 1873 and the end of this phase in 1880.KH 6 W 7KRPDV{V FC
formed in 1873, was the first knowmase of a churchman involved in supporting cricket at

his church. This was the Rev. Bagott. About three years earlier, a club had formed from its
Sunday school, which almost certainly evolved into the senior’¢laihough Bagott was

not an official of theSunday school team, it is virtually certain that he precddédLister

as club president He was connected with cricket over many years, and presided at the
FULFNHW FOXE(YV WHD SDUW\ DW ZKLFK LW IRXQGHG
Lister.>

An active role in promoting cricket at his church was taken by the Rev. William Davies, the

third Anglican clergyman known to have played during this phase. In April 1877, Davies
EHFDPH DVVLVWDQW S UL H VWitbith@s\morisltlifkét wa® @doddZ R U W K
there for the first tim&® Davies appears to have been in the muscular Christian mould: he
obtained a fourth at Oxford but on 6 July 1878 scored an impressive 35 not out for the church
team>° Considering the timing, it seems probaihat Davies helped give rise to the club.

The vicar, the Rev. Gillmor, as seen, heatlier expressed sympathy with the sport and

% |pid.

*1 Brighouse News21 February 1874.

*2bid., Rastrick United Concert, 19 December 1874.

321 church clubs are known to have formed between 1860 and 1872. 39 appeared between 1873 and 1880.
¥ The captain of the Sunday school club, J. H. Wadsworth, played for the senior side inHEBiT&x
Guardian 21 June 1873. The formaf the Sunday schdoclub rules and officers virtually replicates that of
[LVWHUYV 6KL EdGIB6EY fuDgedtind-t@axiEwasout 1870.

® JLVWHU ZDV SUHVLGHQW DW OHDVW IURP DV HYLGHa@exHG LQ WK
Guardian 17 March 1894

%0 |bid.

" Daviesattended a farewell service for his predecessor on 22 April Hilifax Guardian 28 April 1877.

%8 Halifax Guardian 28 July 1877

9 Ibid., 13 July 1878 His innings alonewould have won most matches and probalrigriteda centuryon
modern pitches

99



permitted the use of adjoining church land for the pitch. Though Davies played only three or
IRXU PDWFKHV DQit 1889 BiMed&Wbo6diktlag Were played up to 1883 prior to

its formal inauguratiofi’

ORUH W\SLFDOO\ FOHUJ\PHQYV DVVRFLDWLRQ ZLWK FKXUFI
of three elements: allowing, honorific and overseeing. In 1878, the \Rkbkr6 W *HRUJH TV
2YHQGHQ 5HY ,VUDHO 3DUNLQVRQ EHFDPH SUHVLGHQW F
club® The club of Brighouse Parish Church Institute had the vicar, Rev. W. Booker as its
president and the Rev. George Oldacres, chaired its firsl, A November 18782 This

KDG EHHQ HVWDEOLVKHG PDLQO\ pWKURXJK WKH NLQGQHYV
Brighouse Volunteers, revealing a not unigeseample of how there wasome military

interest in even lovievel cricket in the areduring these yearf§

Phase 2

Following the boom stimulated by the Saturdayalfiday, there was a comparatively slow
expansion in church clubs during this period, 1881 to around 1890. Only 24 new clubs
appeared in the decade before the first leagpePP HQFHG LQ 7TKH FOHUJ\
support of church cricket, however, grew during the 1880s and early 1890s. Anglicans were
VWLOO YHU\ PXFK WR WKH IRUH ZLWK IRU H[DPSOH WKH
%UDGVKDZ &ULFNHW cfobeX 8883/ tiheRR@W- HadriywRblhsan taking the chair

IRU WKH FRQFHUW RI 6W ODU\YfV /XGGHQGHQ LQ DQG W
DQ HQWHUWDLQPHQW E\ 6W *HRUJHYTV &U Y RbhdoMo@nBtXE DW 2
minsters begin to appehut much less frequently with the Rev. S. Pearson of Bramley Lane
,QGHSHQGHQW &KDSHO SUHVLGLQJ DW WKH FOXEYfYVY FRQFH!
of the Luddenden Foot UMFC Improvement Society in 1892 being exafipEwese

remained the expdions. Clergymen did not attend the majority of such church cricket events

but the number who did suggested that this absence was more due to indifference than to
antagonisnf®

9 Halifax GuardianandHalifax Courier, reports at various datesiring this period.

. (DUO\ 5HPLQLVFHQFHV RI 6W *HR U JHefifsx,&828)Ud: KOCIHA2EZGI3@. +DOLID]
%2 Brighouse News9 November 1878.

% HuddersfieldDaily Chronicle 4 February 1879. There were some historical and personal links between
Outline Volunteers and the Outlane MNC club. The volunteers were frequently referred to in annual dinners, as
DW 20GDFUHVY ODWHU FOXE DW ,00LQJZRUWK LQ 1RYHPEHU

% Halifax Guardian 20 October 1883; Halifa€ourier, 21 February 18834alifax Guardian 20 October 1887.

85 Halifax Guardian 1 December 1883.

% Considering their social status and the centrality of churches, it is highly improbable that the poésence
clergyman would go unreported.
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Clergy continued to be significant in club formation but more as enablersnistagators-
sympathetidfacilitators rather than driving forces: KHQ WKH FOXE DW 6W ODU\{\
started in April 1884, the vicar, Rev. Henry Robinson, became president and his curate, Rev.

F. F. Taylor, who did play at least one match, was ite president’ Both had arrived quite

recently at the church and perhaps welcomed an opportunity to invigorate the church, with
WKH FOXE EHLQJ uRSHQ WR PHPEHUV RI WKH &KXU¥K ,QVW
S5RELQVRQTV HQWK XV L DnéficienRfdrthimHdhawe fhsti§ated the club. He
appeared keen at the outset, even offering the club ihO/addition to his annual
subscriptiort’ Though remaining president his interest seems to have faded rapidly. There
were no further references lém, not even to his subscription for the following seaSdvo

records exist from then untll919, when no clergymen were involved even at annual general
meetings. A clerical enabling role was nonetheless evident when the then vicar, Rev W. E.
Bartlam, was approached to negotiate a fivei DU OHDVH IRU WKH JURXQG RQ

before initiating work on the pitcft.

&OHUJ\PHQ ZHUH IDU PRUH DFWLYH DW 6W O0ODU\TV ,00LQJZ
There they helped put the club, whichd started in 1877 following the arrival of the Reuv.

Davies, onto a firmer footing, creating a more formal link with the church. There seemed to

have been difficulties in raising teams following a peak of 16 fixtures in 1879: the number of
matches fell tden in 1880, with none reported the following year and only two in 1882. This

was partly explained by a generational change in the sides. A resurgence did take place in
1883 with 15 fixtures reporte@ That autumn, the forging of a closer relationshiphvihe

church was under wdy.In October the club held a fundraising concert which had very

visible clerical support. The event, held in the church schoolroom, included two clergymen

from outside the parish, the Rev. R. W. Easton and the Rev. T. M. Tarefeatured in the

u6W ODU\TV &ULFNHW &OXE /XGG 8 SpHIQ884 EA FPX:Q3%/UptdRImAely, the
curate failed to score when opening the battitejifax Guardian 26 July 1884.
% Rev. Robinson was inducted as vicar in March 1881 and Rev Taylor had arrived in September 1883.
Luddenden Parish Church History and Souvenir 19243, CLH P283/7188.
jz Subscriptions were 4/plus 2d monthly subscriptiont/ XGGHQGHQ & & $BRFAHQB/L.% RRNY

Ibid., 1885.
" GeneralMeeting held in August 1919 (no precise date given, but between 22 ang6a%) ODU\{V &ULFNHW
Club, LuddendenMinute Book, 1919 WA WDP:39/84. The club had joined thecal Sowerby Division
Leagueby 1896.
2.2 9. H HSthIrt of Play pp. 1011.
3 bid., p. 12.Officers and committee had already been chosen, a comprehensive set of rules had been drawn up
DQG WKH ILUVW \HDU RI FOXEYV DFFRXQWYV DI stdtedHOdtdDer?2IB88R EH U
not February 1884.
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VLQJLQJ 7KH FKXUFK FKRLU ZDV DOVR SUHVHQW VLQJLQJ
DWWH®GDQFHY

It is uncertain whether clergy or congregation made the overtures in bringing cricket to St
ODU\TV 7KH 5HY *Hhhid bistod DfNH@ Ehurch, refers to the club but gives no
indication who initiated it which would be a surprising omission had it been a clerdgman.

The Rev. Davies played a part, but whether this wasagtive or as an agent of the
cricketers is not ikown. Nonetheless, from 1877 demand was certainly in the ascendancy
despite the dips1 matches played in DQG KHQ WKH 5HY *LOOPRUYV
Rev. George Oldacres, arrived cricket was already well under way at the church and about to
embak on its third seasoff. Moreover, Oldacres had a somewhat ambiguous attitude to his
\RXQJHU IORFN EHLQJ GHVFULEHG DV D pGHidtSawvayss HOLJLR
SHUKDSV GLVSRVHG WR PDNH IX0OO 6OORZDQFH IRU \RXWK

Neverthele V. 20GDFUHV GLG WDNH D NHHQ LQWHUHVW LQ WK
vice-president of the Brighouse Church Institute Club against which two fixtures were
arranged in the year of his arrival at lllingwofthHe became president of the new clab,
SRVLWLRQ KHOG E\ WKH 9LFDOUHRWas$ Weved DitetaVinvol@ed/ inO
administering the club, attending meetings rarely and only the hjghéie one<?

However, he sought to influence the governance and tone of the club mainly tihieugh

curate.

Despite the continued acadenfarus on the roles of clerics in developing spéot the
ordinary marf* clergymenin Halifax and the Calder Valley reveal as much apprehension

as enthusiasm regarding their clubs. The church or Sunday school membership qualification,
universal during the first two phases, could become a crucial area of contest. As early as
1879, at Honley a village to the south of Huddetdf this had resulted in the club of St

" Halifax Guardian 24 November 1883.

S Oakley, 6DLQW 0DU\TV, p. @D Dakley Rebldatkio emphasise the roles of clergy, patrons and lay
hierarchies.

® Oldacres was inducted on 1 February 1879, Ibid., p. 92.

bid., p. 95.

8 Home on 12 July 1879 and Away on 2 August 18%8ljfax Courier for those dates.

" The last vicar to be club president was Canon C.T.S. Lewis who resigned from the post on 25 May 1960,
Kenneth Pearce, OOLQJZRUWK 6W -Q@WUYpT63. & &

80 2 q .#fe,Start of Play p.11.

8 7ZR VXFK UHFHQW ZRUNV EHLQJ 3DUNHU DQ@G/ERGOUGSRUBSRQW BDHTGL !
(QJODQGT
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ODU\YV EUHDNLQJ %t M qirakfikdtidhKat @lingviarth was ended within four
VHDVRQV Rl WKH FOXEfV IRUPDO HVWDEOLVKPHQW IROOR?
ELJJHU LVVXHV W&d@n\Wikding mehuvené Gt\stdlke.

The affair provided a unique case study into the thinking of clergy and the competing array of
pressures which they felt themselves under in hosting a sporting activity. It revealed their
worries about the control ofi¢ club and that the church restriction had acted as a method of
social exclusion.This latter point alsademonstratedhe lack of will for a wider, social

control even had this been seendasirable At the same timeguring a period in which both
Anglicans and Nonconformists were engaged in home missionary work, it raised questions as
to how seriously some clergymen took their Christian mission.

The church restriction at lllingworth was not completely abolished. A painstakingly worded
amendment to theuglification rule permitted a quarter of members from outside the church,
showing that a compromise had had to be nffaddeKH FKXUFK zZDV DIWHU DOC
landlord. The change had also been accompanied by new restrictive measures. The curate, the
Rev. Frederick Hughes, who had been the focus of resistance to the amendment, had then
used his sway with the committee to overturn the previously democratic system of admitting
QHZ PHPEHUV E\ D YRWH RI WKH HQWLUH PHPEHUVKLS
administered by the committee alone, which had taken on a more rolddiebalance since

1884%* Nor could norchurchgoers become officers or serve on the committee.

Cricketing ambition had provoked the qualification change. The acquisition of a newdgroun

(still onthe churchy Mnd) held the prospect of better quality fixtures and the decision to play

in the inaugural Halifax Parish Challenge Cup highlighted a need to improve player strength.

The prospect of formally competitive cricket itself causedpparent disquiet to the clergy.

$W WKH FOXEfV DQQXDO GLQQHU KHOG RQ 1RYHPEHU WK\
NQRFNRXW FRPSHWLWLRQ DV D PDUN RI SURJUHVYVY JuSURRI
VWDQGL®I QrRZ 1

82 Honley CC 7KH (D U O C&KHNEhEW]

[http://www.ckcricketheritage.org.uk/southkirklees/honley/docs/honley theearlyyearsoeetsed 20

September 2010.

8 2 9. H H3tHIrt of Playpp. 1920. ThisLVY GLVFXVVHG LQ FKDSWHU VHYHQ u5XOHVY
8 The original committee of six had only one member in amanual occupation, that of 1887 had three and a

rule change then also allowed the three officers, who were of a conservative inclination, to be comsipared

of the committee for voting purposes.

8 Halifax Guardian 12 November 1887Hughes did, though, refer to the competition as the more noble
VRXQGLQJ p+DOLID[ &KDULW\ &ULFNHW &XST1
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This occasion, heltebks than three weeks after the rule change, provided a remarkable sequel
to the events, throwing light on the attitudes of the clergy. The Rev. Oldacres, the club
president, occupied the top table with wealthy church members including the brewer John
Taylor Ramsden and the mill owner Paul Speak. The proceedings were extremely formal and
patriotic with toasts to the royal family, the bishops and clergy and the Volunteer movement,
with Rule Britanniaand the National Anthem being sung. Following the presentaf club

prizes, Oldacres was reported as stating that:

he and his curate would do all in their power to assist the club all they could. He
thought clubs like theirs, in connection with a church, helped to bridge the imagined
gulf between the clergy dnthe young men, and also broke the reserve which
sometimes existed between them. He gave some encouraging advice to the younger
members, and hoped they would stick together. They intended to keep the club
thoroughly respectable, and only admitted those wibuld behave themselves in a
decorous manner.

The clergy would assist cricket but their support was very qualified ind#ddcreV §peech

implied a hope that the younger members would be retained in the church through the cricket
club. He acknowledgethat difficulties did exist between clerics and young méme very

group that the churches needed to retain and, if possible, recruit. Oldacres showed that his
belief that church cricket clubs had a role in resolving these problems was a widelyéeld on

At the same time he was determined to dictate what sort of young men they must be to join
WKH FOXE WKH\ KDG WR EH WKRVH ZKRP KH FRQVLGHUHG |

Oldacres, like Jackson in Brighouse, revealed the boundaries of the clerical blessing for
cricket. The vicar would not have prodigal sons in the cricket club. It requires no leap of
imagination to adjudge that he did not want them in the church, either. The imperative of
respectability outweighed not only that of cricketing ability but also that of @hrisission.

The original qualification is rightly understood as a means of retention and recruitment for
the church. But it also had precisely the opposite purposgusion If church membership
wereno longer to be a guardian of respectability inadheket club, then another sentivehs
required. This is why the Rev. Hughes was so intent on the black ball system. Like the new
restriction itself, however, the veto proved irrelev&nt.

8 No cases are recorded of anyone being blmtled or of referrals to the maximum 25% outsiders rule.
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The wider context might not have justified such an apparenmtbhristian attitude but it

assists in comprehending such clerical thinking. At a time of increasing political democracy
rank-andfile club members would not have welcomed losing their right to elect new
members. Nonetheless, although they may not havénedisto exclude the merely
MLQGHFRURXVYT WKH\ ZHUH YHU\ XQOLNHO\ WR KDYH ZDQW
Based on interviews when researching hwer Bolton, Jack Williams found that church
FULFNHWHUV ZHUH FOHDUO\ VIRW@ BOH § HVAHREQWLLRQJ VWRI WK H
ZLWK p)HZ 2ERR]JHUY 7RM YURBUKV §RPPHQWY ZHUH PRUH S
WKH SDWURQV DQG JXHVWV RI WKH WRS WDEOH SDUWLFXC
was due to finance a new chancel ante sihapel for the churdhe following yeaf®

The qualification debate took plaatongsidealongerrunning dispute over who could attend

the church itself. This was the socially divisive matter of pew rent abolition which dragged on

until 1894, requiringwo vestry meetings and assemblies of the entire congregation for its
resolution®® 2DNOH\ UHFRUGHG WKDW WKHUH ZHUH VWLOO PDQ\
RZQ VHDWY DSSHDOHG el WHRQIDXT 2AiMEsIBRIG\EfbMuous

termsthat his conclusiomf WKH ¥ bdiiguW®l FRXUVH VWURQJO\ LQ IDYRX
lacked conviction®® Any anxietiesOldacreshad would perhapshave beeralleviaed by the

reform being finally achieved chiefly by Ramsden and his fellow churchwatden.

There was also a background to the qualification amendment of increasing industrial unrest

and the stirrings of labour politics which, particularly considering their close relationship

with local employers, may well have perturbed the clergymen and rhaedefear a loss of

control of the cricket club. Another speech at the annual dinner expressed concerns about the
economy with the mill owner, Speak, calling for protection against foreign competition, and
KRSLQJ WKDW WKH GLVWULRWQuUEZ®G XDWED B H Tha@GbvEsheR K BB G L
was not prospering and this was causing difficulties for workers whose political outlook was
beginning to transform. Three years earlier, in addition to further franchise extension, there

had been the establishhQW RI WKH 6RFLDO 'HPRFUDWLF )HGHUDW
Socialist League, and locally the Halifax Fabian Society had been formed. Deteriorating
labour relations in the Halifax district were to lead to the formation of the Trades Council in

% _.DFN :LOOLDPV H&ULFNHW DQG &KULYVWhe Ddagal Wistorian VoD @5 No/RL U H
(May 1995), 102%6.

% Oakley, 6 DL QW WNliDguwbfh/ p. 92.

8 Ibid., p. 94. Pew rents have been cited, especially by Horace Mann, as excluding the poor from worship. See
alsolnglis, Churches and the Working Classps49and FKDSWHU WZR p3ULPDU\ &OXEVT

P Oakley,7KH 6WRU\ RI fDI4QW ODU\TV

% bid. Ellis Hodgson was the other churchwarden.
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1889 and mwes to workingclass political representation with the foundation of the Halifax
Independent Labour Party in 1893.

Moreover, anxieties over the social and political order were contemporaneously being roused

by occurrences on the national stage. Prolorgedomic and agricultural depression had led

to serious disturbances taking place in London during the summer of 1886 and throughout all

of 1887. The demonstrations were supported by the Marxist Social Democratic Federation

and fears of insurrection weeyoked by an intensification of unrest during autumn 1887.

Michael Fellman saw these fears exploited by the London police commissioner when, within

D PRQWK RI WKH HYHQWYV DW ,O0LQJZRUWK PDWWHUV UH
Trafalgar Square, ere police attacked unemployed demonstrators and two men latéf died.

The TmesGHVFULEHG WKH PHHWLQJ DV FRPSRVHG RI pWKH GL
« DQG 5DGLFDDLothRyX &€ Tdry Halifax Guardian VSRNH RI pGHVLJQ
demagogues who now wantonly get up the demonstrations of it&led unemployed ...

ZKR VRPHZKDW EOLQGO\ IROORZ WKHPY DQG RI pPWKH Z
-DFREL%®L Rifely that such febrile reporting in preciselyjose newspapers that

Oldacres and Hughes were likely to read coloured their reaction to the abolition of the cricket
FOXETV FKXUFK TXDOLILFDWLRQ 7KH FOHUJ\ PXVW KDYH VI

The relationship of church, cricket andliics has been considered by Williams during a
period in which social class was also a crucial elefffevifilliams held that church sports
clubs reinforced a respectable/A@spectable split within working men which inhibited class
solidarity?” There waghough, even in these unsettled years, no indication at lllingworth of
any clerical strategy of divide and rule. They simply wished to exclude those whom they
considered undesirable. Moreover, the politically conscious working classes were not
generaly RQVLGHUHG DV pURXJKVY

“26HH 3DWULFLD $ 'DZVRQ u7KH +DOLID[ ,QGHSHQGHQW-/DEIRXWQ ORYHPI
Laybourn and James (eds)he Rising Sun of Socialisipp. 4574.

9 Major General Sir Chiées Warren deployed police and troops with live ammunition and, Fellman argued,

sought to provoke a clash with demonstratdichael Fellman p% ORRG\ 6 XQGD\ DQG 1HZV IURP
Journal of the William Morris Societyol. 8, No. 4 (Sprind 990, 9-18.

9 The Times14 November 1887.

% Halifax Guardian 17 November 1887.

% This is not tosuggesthat the working classes could Besumedo be either Labour or Socialist. Indeed,

Martin Pugh has argued that such was the persistence of walkisgy Conservative votetp to the Second

World Warthat Labour had to adopt @oing strategieand policies shapei appeal to it electorally. Man

3XJK p7KH 5LVH RI /DERXU DQG WKH 3RO IWL fIhOH&tHr0aAVASEbEIatRh & RQVHU"
Vol. 87, No. 288October 2002), 5187. Nonetheless, workingass unity did occur inreponse tevents such

DV % O RR G arfIk€132BGgneral Strike when harsh inequities between capital and |sl@yarevealed

”williams, p & K X | Spgotdand Identities in the Norfipp. 1324.
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, I WKH FOHUJ\ ZHUH HQGHDYRXULQJ WR LQIOXHQFH FULFN
they were not very effective. At lllingworth an individual but significant example illustrates

this. Harry Hustwick who was 15 or 16 aethme of the qualification change was to become

the dominant figure at the club for four decades from the 1890s and one of the most
influential figures in local and regional cricket. He was a staunch member of the congregation

and endeavoured to ensurattplayers maintained some link with the chutt®n the death

RI WKH 5HY 20GDFUHV LQ +XVWZLFN QRWHG pKRZ NHH
KLV SUHVHQFH DQG OLYHO\ LQWHUHVW LQ WKH zZHOIDUH R
Nonethelss, Hustwick was anything but politically deferential. He canvassed for his socialist
brother as Labour candidate for lllingworth at the 1906 municipal elections, with John
+XVWZLFN XUJLQJ pWKH DGYDQWDJH RI D PRUHHGNUHFW U
ought to be more alive to their own interests, and refuse to be represented by men who were
HPSKDWLFD OB\ Mer&8ar VHady fHustwick was instrumental in a practical
demonstration of fair play, which would not have endeared him to some muStuistians,

when the club subsidised striking miners at Thornhill Cricket Club for a Yorkshire Council
ILIWXUH 7KRUQKLOOYfV KLVWRULDQ ZURWH

During the 1926 general strike, money was scarce for the majority of the team, being

miners. The first team vgadown to play lllingworth at Illingworth. The visit was only

made possible for them when they received a note from a Mr. Harry Hustwick, a real
VSRUW DQG ZKLFK UHDG p7HOO \RXU ODGV B0 LV LQ RU

It is not known ifmMQLVWHUY KDG DQ\ LQYROYHPHQW LQ WKH IRUPD
also in 1884, but if they had hopes of employing cricket as a diversion from challenging the
political or industrialstatus quathey would have been very disappointfd.7 KH FKXUFKV
Mutual Improvement Society had around ten members in common with the cricket team. The
more advanced views can be considered as reasonably representative of the club. Irrespective

of their attitudes, which ranged from very conservative, through shadeseddlisim to

Socialist, the membership gave no indication of being subject to easy persuasion in any

®$FFRUGLQJ WR D FOXE EURFKXUH RI PWKH FRQJUHJDWLRQ IRU WK

VWURQJ HOHPHQW RI FULFNHWHUV LQ LWV PLGVW DQG WRdakke OU +XVW

lllingworth 6 W 0 DURYV

P 1,00LQJIZRUWK && DQoPheWld136RRN T

190 Reports of the address and nomination of John William Hustwiekifax Guardian20 and 27 October
+XVWZLFENYV EURWKHU ZDV G H | Halifsit B@Grdian3MkvembleEI906D O FDQGLGD W |

%1 Herbert WoodA History of Thornhill Cricket and BowlinClub(1987), p. 14.

192No club records are available until 1914 nor any reports of formal functions.
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direction. A significant illustration was its debate on the bitter strike between December 1890
and April 1891 D W /L WrhhringfamMills in Bradford, thefailure of which led to the
foundation of the Independent Labour Party in January 189me Society was supportive

of the workers. Lister & Co

HPSOR\V « DERXW VL[ WKRXVDQG KDQGV RI ZKRP RQH WHK
proposed reduction of wageith no reduction of work. The Directors state that the

reason for their action is owing to the passing of the bill in the United States known as

the McKinley Bill which means an increase of duty to be paid on goods entering the
6WDWHV « 6R W pedrtha ith daying tHe $xtra duty there will be little or

no profit left!%*

The Societyalso reveaéd an important way in which muscular Christianity facilitated the
spread of popular sporfwo years after the cricket clubommened, a article (mainly
seeking to justify the more contentious football) argued that

Every man and woman require exercise for the proper development of both body and
mind « to have healthy bodies and to get the latter we must have plenty of physical
exercise. OurUniversities and great public schools know this, and consequently
encourage these ganigs

Without resorting to the more extravagant moralistic clanften deployed by clerics and
reformers, the cult of games provided ammunitiorhédp break down residuisgrassroots
Nonconformist opposition to sport. Though muscular Christianity had comparatively little
effect as a stimulardf popular sportit could operate as a lubricant.

The paper however,alsoillustrated theneed for caution whetaking clericalattitudes as
representativeof congregationsas well asa reason forWKH 6 R Brti¢ted/refhsining

anonynous

13 HLWK /D\ERXUQ p32QH RI /LWWOH %UHH]HV %ORZLQJ $FURVV %UDGIR
and Trade Unionisns. 1890 T LQ HLWAUDIERG 'DYLG -Theé’Risihg SuUG uf Socialisin

The Independent Labour Party in the Textile District of the West Riding of Yorkshire between 1890 and 1914

(The West Yorkshire Archive Servicg991), pp. 910.

1% Stones MIS Gazettgu$ P H P EtHACIRM V | QR H[DFW GDWH

' ELG u$ 1RQ 30D\HUY p)RRWEDOO DQG *DPEOLQIJT '"HFHPEHU
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A few weeks ago one of our ministers denounced from the pulpit the game of football
saying it was mean low detestable etc, | think sometinmssimisters have an unfair
advantage over their congregations when preaching as they can put forward what ever
they like in the pulpit without fear of contradiction.

Moreover,a slightly earlier paper hadroughtto light a very potent sporting force even
within chapes at the time

Footballis so attractive that it draws several members of different denominations to
spend all their hours thinking about football matters, even at the house of God they
will be saying one to another how did Halifax goyasterday, and a good many other
things which ought not to be mentioned especially on the sabbatfi’day.

This attitudemight have been regrettablendin contextunseemly but it penetratedo the
heart ofmuch popularsport whereresultsand localsucessmattered By 1892 the Sunday
school had formed a football cld.

One powerful stimulant of popular cricket offered a further potential predicament for
clergymen: the emergence of leagues. This highly competitive form, often involving
professionals and expenses and attracting tribal spectators, was at odds with tbéththos

game pervading the higher echelons of society. Although Duncan Stone has found that
cricket was competitive in the south, it was less so when played by, or dominated by, the
social elite and consequently leagues were rare. In Surrey, an areg largepeded by
VRFLDO OHJLVODWLRQ DQG ZLWKRXW WKH FRPSHWLWLRQ |
domination of the Club Cricket Conference by members of the higher classes and working

men lacking thénfluenceof their counterparts in the Ykshire manufacturing ared®

Napier and League Cricket

The clergymen of Halifax and the Calder Vallyidentlyfound no difficulties with leagues
despite their muscular Christian pronouncements. The Rev. John Napier demonstrated how
clergy could recontOH pHVWDEOLVKPHQWY FUL-Elassl Vérsioh Witk D ODU

% ELG pu$ 6SHFWDWRUY 1RYHPEHU QR GD\ JLYHQ
YHEWRQHV :HVOH\DQ 6XQGD\ 6K RRQ1436/Q/X 30 Baptember 1892.

1% Duncan Stone, 'Cricket's Regional Identities: The Developmieflricket and Identity in Yorkshire and
6 X U USpdif in Societyvol. 11, No. 5 (Sep2008, 501516, especially 505.
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concerned with reforming morals or social elevation. Napier showed that the diffusion of

cricketing values took place in an upward as well as downward direction.

Napier would appear toave been the classical public school muscular Christian, expected to

have championed friendly cricketcricket for its own sake. He captained Marlborough

school and only injury prevented him achieving a blue at Cambridge. In 1888 he took 3 for

54 and 4for 48 against the Australian tourists playing for his native LancatHirdn
2FWREHU KH EHFDPH 9LFDU RI 6W 3HWHUfV $QJOLFDC
Valley close to the Lancashire bordét. The following April he chaired an inter
denominato DO PHHWLQJ LQ VXSSRUW RI 6WHYHQVRQYTV 6XQGL
VWDWLQJ WKDW LW pHZRXOG EH -EnedtlHebAbukdinies espétialy Q X P E H
+by removing out of their way a strong temptation when they are least able totthsists

ZKHQ WLPH ZDV KDQJLQMRXW RI WKHLU SRENHWV T

Despite the dubious conflation of drink with sin, Napier was no hostage to respectability,
EHLQJ hQRW DVKDPHG WR FRQIHVV >WR F\QLFV@ WKDW WK
to get, and that &y were the people his Master bade him to go out to seek and compel to
FRPH LQ ,W ZDV WKH VLQQHUV W Kapier,ZuDlRaMeCVicAt Rf JHW K|
lllingworth, wanted taedeenthe pV L Q Qykhtlithg themin his church.

Notwithstandingthe chssical Pycroftian background Napier played league cricket for non

church side Walsden, alongside its professional, and became captain. He was also a vice
president of the club and the founding president of the Central Lancashire League it 1893.
Thissame\HDU 1DSLHUYV FKXUFK RI 6 W 3HWHUfV IRUPHG D FUI

Presiding at a meeting of Nantwich Cricket Club in 1895 to decide whether it should remain
in the Staffordshire League, leading amateur batsman and President of the Lancashire County
Cricket and Botball Clubs, A. N. Hornby stated that

the league system produced betting and ruined sport. It was the ruin of football, and if
it continued would be the ruin of cricket. From his position he knew the temptations
offered to professionals to take part i@eague cricket, and they were simply
disgraceful. He was so opposed to the league system that he had been compelled to

199 Gray, The Willow and the Clottp.195.

1% He was inducted on Saturdd October 1890Todmorden Advertiser and Hebden Bridge Newsleftér
October 1890.

M Todmorden Advertised6 April 1891.

2 bid.

13 Heywood, Cloth Capsp. 172.
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GHFOLQH WR WDNH SDUW LQ OHDJXH PDWFKHV« 7KH V\V\
rowdyism when an umpire failed to please a crowdt was decided by a large
majority to withdraw from the leagué?

Napier demonstrated that he had no qualms about responding to this assault on league cricket,

and in at least equally belligerent terms. He

did not think Mr. Hornby in his criticisms hagiven full credit to league cricket ...
Every club was stronger by reason of it, and [the counties] would be able to glean
many [cricketers] from such clubs. Then Mr Hornby said league cricket encouraged
betting. He (Napier) could not tell whether thissas®d or not; he discouraged it all he
could, but if it was so he could only say it was natural, for this reaso® games
were full of excitement [but betting] was not essential to league cricket ... Mr. Hornby
further stated that rowdyism had increaseéth league cricket, but that had not been
his experience ... and he thought if Mr Hornby, while pointing out the dangers, had
also marked some of its good points he would have done better.

In 1891 the Calder Valley League was formed mainly for churchSamday school clubs.

By 1908the West Vale Baptist League, the Anglican Halifax and District Church (Sunday
School) League and the Halifax and District Nonconformist Leabad also been
established There is though, no evidence of clerical involvemenh promoting or
administeringthese RU LQGHHG RI DQ\ RWKHU RI WKH DUHDYV OHDJ

Phase 3

Similar clerical indifference had been shown ten years earlier at Outlane Methodist New
Connexion whose cricket club was formed during the phase in which leaguesebéhe

norm in the area. Undoubtedly the congregation rather than the clergy provided the impetus.

An Outlane team involving chapelgoers and future members of the new club was playing

from at least 1874 until 1888° 7KH FKDSHO TV PLQLVWHU O5HY /HD UDL
WUXVWHHVY PHHWLQJ ZKLFK VDQFWLRQHG WKH FOXEfV U:
nineteenth century, chapel provision of cricket was no longer contentiolikere is no

14 Sheffield & Rotherham IndependePOciober1895

15 Todmorden Advertiser and HebdBridge Newsletterl1l October 1895.

" 6HH FKDSWHU WZR p3ULPDU\ &O0XEVY

17 H2XWODQH % HWKHO OHWKRGLVW 1HZ &RQQHFLRQ@ &KBSHOOTUXVWHHVY
KA WYK 1089 1/1/2.
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evidence of anyurther clerical involvement. The club was proposed by a trustee and church
leader, Ben Hoyle, who had played for Outlane Wellington.

Stones Wesleyans, though playing since 1884, did not keep minutes until October 1914.
These contain no references tanénister even in an honorific capacif There was no

forma connectionwith the Sunday schodt? An obituary of December 1938 testifi¢hat at

OHDVW DV ODWH DV WKH FOXE ZDV pZDV VWLOO RIILFLI
there is no initation of clerical involvement’ On the evidence of Outlane and Stones, from

the turn of the century, Methodist ministers were largely indifferent to chapel cricket, not

perceiving it as an evangelical tool.

Even at a time of crisis for Sunday schoolsreheas little active clerical interest in their

cricket clubs. When that of Mytholmroyd Wesleyans was formed during 1893, entering the
Calder Valley League in 1894, its minister, the Rev. W. Hothersall appeared on neither
general nor selection committe@gery significantly though, as boldly proclaimed on its
ILIWXUH FDUG KH EHFDPH SUHVLGHQW HPERBWOJI WKH
SUHVLGHG DW WKH FOXEYfY WHD DQG FRQF]I2|2UW KHOG LQ WK

$W WKH 6XQGD\ VFKRR&Xfevi niiriitet, he Rev. George Quiggin had voiced

D VHULRXV FRQWHPSRUDU\ FRQFHUQ LQ D SDSHU HQWL\
UHWD®QBaG"Y DW WKH $*0 FKDLUHG E\ 4XLJJLQYV VXFFHVV
another papern6 XQGD\ 6 RKRIRQ@ VWYV REMHFW Zhad el to W I IJKW W R
GHEDWH ZKLFK ZDV LPPHGLDWHO\ IROORZHG E\ uD ORQJ
&ULFNHW &OXE LQ FRQQH Fitwe Ripuld havé aaiiplicaddniiiarR e «

scholars« 7KH UXOHRIWKRHKDYH WKH VDQFWLRQ RIMPWKH 6XQGD

7KH FKDSHOfV PLQLVWHUV ZHUH YHU\ FRQ WricR puwinR1 WKH
jeopardy the next generation of church members. There were worries about falling numbers,
absenteeism andad behaviour among scholars and concerns over the reliability of

18 Stones Wesleyan Cricket Club Minutes, 1918419

19The ony reference to the club in the Sunday school minutes is one seeking permission to use the cricket field

for scholars to play in at Whitsuntide, 18816 WRQHYV :HVOH\DQ 6XQGD\ BEKRIROA $*0 0LQX
WYC:1436/1/1;u6 WRQHV :HVOH\DQ 6XQ3BB3 61K RRQLIMB6Q/XINMAaY1884

120 Obituary of Miss Selina Barrett, President of Stones Wesleyar@iEax Courier and Guardian28

December 1938.

2L Mytholmroyd Wesleyan Sunday School Cricket Club Fixtured€a1894 11894 CA WYC/1332/11.

122 Halifax Guardian 26 October 1895.

12 JO\WKROPUR\G :HVOH\DQ 6XQGD\ 6FKRRO 7HDFKHUWSrilaBoawA QJV 0L QX
MY/7.

1241bid, 31 March 1893. My italics.
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teachers? It was not, however, a clergyman who instigated this particular solution. The club
was proposed, not by the Rev. Fordham, but by Ernest Smith (who joined the Team Choosing
Commitiee) and seconded by S. C. Moore (who was to become a vice president).

On this occasion, the impetus for the club came from the Sunday school leadership rather
than the cricketers but not from the clergy. Until at least the 1930s, membership was
dependenon regular attendance of Sunday school or chdp&he minister was always club
president until the 1970svhen an incumbent refused the rléMytholmroyd exemplified

the type of chapel communitythat came to support innumerable social ventures witte lit
dependence on individual ministers.

Sunday schools were immensely popular in 19@@h at least 5 million scholar®
However, Callum Brown found that by that date membership had peaked even in absolute
terms*?® The 1870 and 1880 Education Acts remotheeir attraction as providers of secular
education leaving them more explicitly as nurseries for the church or chapel. As at
Mytholmroyd, the real battle was for the older scholars: young men at the crossroads of
entering church membership or leavinggius life altogether.

, Q VWDWLVWLFV RI WKH <RUNVKLUH $VVRFLDWLRQ RI €
ZDV D WHUULEOH DQG LQFUH D VW afer@hbt §aaHa Bricked gl ii® GH U v
founded by Inchfield Bottom UMFC Sunday Scho Walsden. The minister became a vice

president but once more took no active role. The club entered teams in the Calder Valley and
Todmorden and District leagues. Unlike Mytholmroyd, membership was unrestricted, though
officers and committee had to baly to the Sunday school or chapel. In a club that was to

soon be struggling as equally as its parent Sunday school, it is perhaps surprising that the
ministers took no real interest.

Clergy or Congregation?

Church cricket in Halifax and the Calder Vallevas driven more by congregations than
clergymen. Elsewhere, this debate has produced a range of findings. Sandiford #teesse

12bid, 31 March, 30 July, 29 Octobe25 November and 31 December 1893.

1%Rules 3and 13u0\WKROPUR\G :HVOH\DQ 6XQGD\ 6EARRQ 1832MANHW &OXE 5X
127 \written and oral evidence of Stuart Greenwood, former player and historistythblmroyd Methodist

Cricket Club(formerly Mytholmroyd Wesleyan Sunday SchdeC).

128 Currie, Gilbert and Horsley;hurches and Churchgoers. 86.

129 Brown found this to be between 1895 and 1900; Callum G. Brévetigion and Society in Twentieth

Century Britain(Pearson Education, bdon, 2006)p. 46.

130 Rev. Carey Bonner, General Secretary, speaking at ThAmtual Conference of the Yorkshire Association

of Sunday School Unions 31 March 196#lifax Guardian 5 April 1902.
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role of clerics. Richard Holliscoveredn Birmingham that in the majority of sports clubs the
impetus came from the congegipn** Williams, addressing the intevar period, found that
there was insufficient evidence to decide.

The evidence from the contemporary records of clubs examined is indeed mixed. Hugh
McLeod found early church cricket in Northampton stait@drmally by the young men
themselves from Sunday school clas$dghis was probably the case in this corner of the
West Riding, as with Providence Independent in Elland. For more formal church clubs,
sufficient demand was a prerequisite. Leisure timeta@aprecious to devote to a pastime for
which there was no existing enthusiasm. An appetite for cricket was far more likely to have
been triggered by the mushrooming popularity and coverage of sport, both locally and
nationally, than by the exhortationsaergymen.

The evidence from the area supports the view that Anglican clergymen were more likely to
KDYH LQLWLDWHG D FULFNHW WHDP WKDQ 1RQFRQIRUPLVYV
lllingworth, was the likeliest candidate for having taken theDG 7KH FXUDWH DW 6V
Luddenden, the Rev. Fisher, took part in one game which demonstrated an active acceptance

RI FULFNHW $QG WKH 5HY %DJRWW DW 6W 7KRPDVYfV KDG

club.

Within Nonconformity, Roomfield Baptits, near Todmorderprovided unusually explicit
evidence of where the initiative carfrem for cricket A contemporary history of thehapel
noted that, with regard its Sundayschoolcricket and football clubs:

Whenthe young men applied to the Scl@ Committee for permission to use the
name of the school, their request was granted, with the understanding that the school
was not to be considered in any way responsible for the working of the"¥ubs.

There is no evidence at the Methogisimary clubs of ministers being active in the creation
of their cricket clubsOutlane MNC Cricket Club was, in reality, attaching itself to the
chapel. At Stones Wesleyans there is no contemporary material on which to make a firm
judgement. The two Methodist Sundaghool clubs while, as would be expected with

131 Holt, Sport and the Britisfp. 138.

132 \illiams, Cricket andEngland pp. 149-50.

133Hugh McLeod jThews and Sinew§ S

134 Henry Briggs,History of the Roomfield Baptist ChurcRodmorden(Todmorden, 1908), p. 52. CLH 286
BRI.
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\RXQJHU PHPEHUYV KDYLQJ D VWURQJHU HOHPHQW RI S
nevertheless not products of ministerial inspiration.

Two compelling pieces of indirect evidence further tip the balance inufawd
congregational rather than clerical initativeGHPDQG QRW VXSSO\ )LUVW F|

period of greatest club creation was during the 1890s and 1900s, see fig 3.1.

Fig 3.1Numbers of New Church Cricket Clubs Formed by Decade, 1861920
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This coincided with the arrival of the leagues, with fourteen appearing between 1891 and
1908 Local sports historian, Andrew Hardcastegues thateagues were a consequence

RI D pWKLUVW IRU PRUH FRPSHWLWLYH FULFNdHW Cug KHWWH
successes at rugby; the arrival of knockout cricket in the Heavy Woollen District (1883),
Huddersfield (1886) and Halifax (1888); and the formation of leagues in neighbouring towns

from 1890™° Rob Light found that tteenew formal competitionsaried the sportinggenes

of older contests in industrial Yorkshire

the compelling competitive dynamics that had marked the challenge matches were
reflected in the new regulated structure of cricket which developed in the region.
Clubs representing virtllg every community in the West Riding flocked to join the
new cup knockout and league competitions that were established during the last
decades of the nineteenth centtit4.

135 See Appendix 3 Leagu€®rmed in Halifax and the Calder Valley, 189916
1% Hardcastlelost, pp. 1213.
B7/JLIKW p&ULFNHWYIV JRUJRWWHQ 3DVWY S
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Factory Saturday early closing had stimulated an earlier spurt in club creatton 1870s,
with a dip during the 1880s followed by the league boom from the 1890s. The formation of
clubs by denominatioshowthat, although the very earliest were Nonconformistl barone
around Todmordenyhich benefitedeariest from the Saturday &if-holiday - the Anglicans

wereoverallfirst off the mark, with a general boom during the birth of leagues, see fig 3.2.

Fig 3.2Five-Yearly Formation of Church Cricket Clubs by Denomination, 18601920
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This spurtwas particularly markedfor the Methodists with their usuallylater acceptance of

sport see fig 3.3.

Fig 3.3 Five-Yearly Formation of New Methodist Cricket Clubs, 18661920
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Hugh McLeod, in his study in Northampton, found that Nonconformists did not generally
start to come out ifavour of chapel sport until 1890, this being largely echoed in the debates
of the Mutual Improvement Societies of Stones and Mytholmroyd WesléYaisis,
though, did nothing to blunt their enthusiasm for the leagues.

The sharp growthbetween 1890 and 28 shove the start of league formation and thudt
190509 coversthe periodwhen the Nonconformist Leaguevas started- in 1908. In
comparison to thosef the Established Church, the generally later growth of Methodist Clubs
is quite pronouncedn the 3lyearsbeforethe D U HistI¥ague,38 Anglican crické clubs
appearedcompared to 26 Methodistn the next 18 years, the figures we38 and 41
respectively with the Methodists atog catching up.The inaugural season of the
Nonconformist League in 1908- led to the formation ofdur new Methodist clubs, with
anothernewonejoining the following seasoft’ Additionally, two other new Nonconformist
clubs were formetb enter the leagtie1908 and at least one club revivéd.

Sandiford has statetadt

It is quite clear« that muscular Christianity gave cricket a stimulus and a momentum
which sustained it over a considerable timespan. It gave rise immediately to a huge
cricket explosion which saw the multiplication of clubs at all levels and
professional leagues sprang up in the nerth*!

However, Sandiford basesthis judgementalmost e&clusivdy on the cricket played and
dominated by eliteghat is thep ILBE@WVVY] SXEOLF VF @RS Im@@EaXQLYHU
Halifax and the Calder Valley showdidat cricket, including church cricketas given rise

to, not through RQH VLPXOWDQHiBntad hyHisuRNMIhRSDahityout largely

throughtwo temporallydistinct factorsThe firstwasopportunity providedby the Saturday
half-holiday. The second wasnotive: competitive rivalry embodiedin the leagueswhich,

far from beinga consequence of the downward diffusion of muscular Christianigre

B OF/HRG P7KHZV DQGU6EWRMZAWM 05 ODWHKWRW®PIYR\G 0,6 OLQXWHVY

139 These were Boothtown UMC, Hipperholme Wesleyans, Mount Tabor Wesleyans, Ovenden BetheldJMC an
Hanover UMC.

140Broad Street Brotherhood, Range Bank Congregationalists and Lee Mount Baptists.

141 sandiford Cricket and the Victoriang. 43.

142 1bid., pp. 3443.
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abjuredby very manyof the L G H R Orstiefwéntandinfluential advocates within the elite

game'?

Although the numbers in thedgueslid ebb and flow, as sometimes initial enthusiasms wore
off, they rapidly came to dominate the cricket of Halifax and the Calder Valley.
Consequently, by furnishingsample which is simultaneouslgry largeand quantifiablean
accurateevaluationof the strength of churches and Sunday school cricket can be demrged
the 1890sseetable3.2.

Table 32 Percentage Strength of Church Cricket Clubs in Leagues,-¥early Intervals.

Year | No. Clubs# | % Church %Anglican %Noncon* %Methodist
: 72 51.4 20.1 30.6 19.4
1899 72 43.1 19.4 23.6 16.7
1904 61 52.5 24.6 27.9 16.4
1909 83 62.7 25.3 373 21.7
1914 88 48.7 182 30.7 17.0
A 72 45.8 12.5 33.3 18.1

# That is all clubs in the leagues, church and secular.

*UIRQHARQPLVW 1 KHU H-AhglitehualigiduR oigadi€atiQrik, hcluding Catholics.

, LV XVHG DV D VWDUW GDWH IRU WZR UHDVRQV ILUVW EHFI
major andhree smaller compditbns in place, second to align with the lastyae season of 1914.

A ZDV Msiedtibf Q919 to both allow posvar league recovery and to coincide with the
UHVHDUFKYVY HQG GDWH

Church extensionn Halifax and the Calder Valley, especially from the 1850s, as in other
area, created avery large potential for the creation of clubs from religious bod#<f the

20 parish churcheand chapel®f-easebuilt by the Church of England between 1854 and
1914 at leastl5 formed cricket clubs arfdom the 35 mission churches and halls opened in
the same periodmany of them very smalla minimum of seven mowppeared*

As can be seen, churches were to the fore of league cricket, providing, on avefagelhal
league clubgn the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuridee high percentage of
Nonconformist clubsand especially Methodistlubs in 1894, owes much to the early
leagues around the Todmorden area where Dissent was particsttang The peak of
church cricket around 1909, widimost 63per cent of all clubgeflects the formation of the
Church and Nonconformist leagues which commenced in 1908.

143 A point made very forcefully by Duncan Stone in the case of Surrey criSkete, 'Crickt's Regional
,GHQWLWLHVYT

4 6HH FKDSWHU RQH HMORRUV 0LOOV DQG OLQLVWHUVY

145 From comparison with Table 32: Church Building, in the Parish of Halifax, 1842, Hargreaves,
HS5HOLJLRQ DQG 6RFLHW\YT S
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The number of cricket clubsppearing fromeach religious groupwith the Catholics bag

the unsurprising exception)as sufficiently close tatheir respectivenumerical strengtho

believe that, other than for time differencdepominatiorwas not &ig factor discouraigg

their formation:*® With a likely balance in favour of Dissent (t@nly around the
Todmorden area) between 1860 and 1920, 72 Anglican, 70 Methodist, 16 Baptist and 16
Congregational (Independent) clubs were created. The Congregationalists were
underrepresented compared to the Baptists, who had only about half thegraumii the
HITHFW RI 6TXDUH &KDSHO ZKLFK KDG DURXQG RQH ILIWK
goes some way to explain tH.The 70 Methodist clubs (Wesleyans 32, MNC 16, PM 11,
UMFC 11) also divided roughlgro ratato their sectional strengthith the exception of the
UMFC which produced rather more than would be have been expgétteu

GHQRPLQDWLRQVY FULFNHW ZDV ERRVWHG E\ WKH OHDJXH\

The leagues led to the creation offeemation of scores of clubs of all types, not only church
ones**® These included those of the other two main sources, works and pubs. For example,
the Halifax Thursday Amateur League, established in 1902, catered for men whose
occupation, usually in the commercial sector, required them to work on Saturday afternoons
with Thursday afternoon in lieu. Similarly, the formation of the Halifax Licensed Victuallers
League (190%) and after the war, the Halifax Licensed Houses League (1922) saw the

appearance of more than 30 new-maised clubs, though most were sHiwed.**°

The leagues increased the appeal and the excitement of the game. They brought a powerful
external stimulus to the demand for cricket. There was however, no Napier figure in the
creation of leagues in Halifax and the Calder Valley. The formation of the Halifax Church
League (Sunday School) also reinforced the assessment that clergymen, even these of th
Established Church, were more likely to exhibit apathy than enthusiasm in promoting cricket
clubs at their churches. Williams found that during the Edwardian andwateyears new

146 Aside from the lack of complete and accurataairinational figures, the numbers for a particular church or

chapel matter. The Anglicans had fewer but generally larger churches than the Nonconformists. Methodist
circuits were also very fluid. A small church could form a club with just one team whereager church

ZRXOG JHQHUDOO\ KDYH WZR VLGHV ZLWKLQ WKH FOXE DQG YHU\ RFF|
same token, a church mght have just fallen short of sufficient numbers to form a club.

1471n 1905 the Baptists had 1,255 memberswiite Congregationalists 2,748 in 1907. In 1900 Square Chapel

had 471 members and congregations around this time were estimated at between 1,000 and 1,200 the largest of
DQ\ GHQRPLQDWLRQ LQ +DOLID[ +DUJUHDY#HYV p5HOLILRQ DQG 6RFLHW!
1481n the Methodist Circuits (only) around Halifax, the Wesleyans had 2,562 members at their peak in 1889; the

01& KDG DW WKHLU SHDN RI WKH 309V LQ DQG WKH
MS5HOLJLRQ DQG 6RFLHW\Y SS

149 Andrew Hardcastle listed the clubs taking part in fourteen of the sixteen leagues formed before the Great

War, HardcastleLost, pp. 1434, 4159.

%0 bid., pp. 5963,
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leagues, and especially those formed for religious organisations, i¥iged churches to
form teams>! This was in evidence in this case, with thAegglican clubs beingcreaed’*?
However, this was not down to the efforts of clergymfrnthe meeting to establish this new

Halifax church leagu# was reported that

Severalmembers [of the clubs wishing to form the league] gave expresst@more

to the opinion that they were not backed up in their efforts to organise the young men
by the clergy. There was plenty of material, and only a little organisation was
necessary>>

Neitha was there any clerical involvement in thely league for which minutes survive for

the period, the Halifax Parish Leaguer of thosefor the Halifax ParistChallengeCup®>*
Clergymen did take on honorific positions in the leagues, such as the Rev. F. Drennan,
President of thédalifax and District Nonconformist Leagueho presented the Mackintosh

Cup in August19191*°

Furthermore, despite ministers having less authority, esh@eriods of office (due to the
itinerancy system) and being generally less enthusiastic than their Church of Anglican
counterparts, the Nonconformists created significantly more cricket clubs during the period of
research than did the Anglical’§.This is partly explained by there being fewer Anglican
churches than Nonconformist chap&sand greater numbers of Sunday school scholars and
teachers but nevertheless strengthens the case that congregational demand was the main

motive force.

Nonetheless, a bondas retained between clergy and cricket, surviving the ravages of war.
7KLV ZzDV VHHQ LQ WKH &ULFNHWHUVY 6XQGD\ 6HUYLFHV W
&KXUFK LQ +DOLID[ LQ -XO\ ZKLFK DWWUDFWHG®@ DQ MHIF

151 williams, p & K X U Sgotdand Identitie§ p. 120.

26W %DUQDEDVYIV 6W +LOGDYV DQG $00 6DLQWY 6DOWHUKHEEOH

153 Halifax Guardian 7 September 1907. My italics. Three new clubs were set up: All Saints at Salterhebble,
+DOLID[ SOXV WKH PLVVLRQ FKXUFKHV RI 6W %DUQDEDYV +DOLID[ DQG ¢
154 Halifax Parish Cricket League Minutes, 1913 fCAWYC:1344/1/1;u+DOLID[ 3DULVK &ULFNHW &
Cup Minutes, 1890 T &% <& -2

1 o%pUXFH 'HDGPDQ pu$ +LVWRU\ RI 1RUWKRZUDP +HGJ8KMRBsit¢ ULFNHW ¢

[http://www.ckcricketheritage.org.uk/docs/033108NORTHHEDGETOP603BDEarlyHistofClyb.péccessed

20 January 2012.

1% Of 193 known church clubs formed during the period, 72ewAnglican, 109 were Nonconformist

(excluding Catholics), with the Methodists alone (70) creating almost as many as the Church of England.

157 Chapels tended to be smaller than Anglican churches, so the Church of England would have omaverage

teams peclub 6W ODU\YV && +DOLID[ RIWHQ ILHOGHG WKUHH WHDPV GXULQ
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H,167,1&7 )25 *$0(6 7+( .,//-2<76 7$5*(771 WKH 5HY - )

reported in the local newspaper, asserting that:

Time was not long ago, when all games, as cricket, were regarded as something quite

DSDUW IURP UHOLJLRQ « D QG a¢ RkBlitodea® totempmtidGH G JD P H
7RGD\ ZH KROG D ZLGHU FRQFHSW Rl RXU JUHDW JDPHV
DV *RG PDGH XV « 2QH ZRQGHUV LI LQ WKHVH JDPHV *RG

*5($7 *$0( 2) /,)(*¥

Despite the Pycroftian nosta@g the services underlined the remarkable transformation that
had taken place since the mmtheteenth century. From being antagonistic to workilags
sport, clergymen had seen their churches and Sunday schools form more than 190 cricket

clubs throughouHalifax and the Calder Valley.

Conclusion

Clergymen made an important contribution to the development of cricket. Anglican clerics
like Kingsley, Pycroft and Stephen were prominent in linking physical exercise, then sports,
to the emerging bourgeoisagtite for rational recreation. The newly codified sports and their
values increasingly captivated the middle classes, including the clergy, who were also under
financial and social pressure to accommodate the changing aspirations of their wealthier
congrgyation. This occurred, albeit somewhat later, even within Methodism with the shift
from evangelicalism to respectability and sociability.

With acceptable versions of games and concerns regarding public health, unchurched
working-class males and alternaivproviders of recreation, many clergymen became
persuaded, though often with misgivings, to respond to the burgeoning popular demand for
sport, including cricket. They enabled many thousands of poorer young men to play
organised cricket for the first tim&onsidering the public school background of Anglican
clergy and an increasingly collegeucated Nonconformist ministry, commendable efforts
were made to accommodate predominantly wordlags congregation members largely

steeped in a different sportieglture.

%8 The weekly Halifax Courier and Guardian -X 0\ M5HOLJLR Q&K Websitdm N HW
[http://www.ckcricketheritage.org.uk/docs/051508HEADLINES7440RCIntro2B _000.2008. The services
continued into the 1930s.
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The dissemination of cricketing values in church cricket was, consequently, -a&atyvo

process. The type of cricket described by Lawson in 1830s Pudsey did-appea.

Cricketers valued opeair exercise, aimed to be sporting dadgely playaed to the rules.

Muscular Christianity also aided the acceptance of sport by still suspicious ordinary
Nonconformists. Clergymen for their part accepted leagues, a premium on winning, talent
money and even, on occasions, professionals. If church crickes @ided retention,

however, their evangelical potential was limiteddsoyne FOHULFVY IL[DWLRQ RQ D U
GHILQHG DV 'RPLQLF (UGR]JDLQ DUJXHV E\ WKH DYRLGDQF
spiritual world which tended to demonise aspedtworkingclass behaviour?®

'"HVSLWH FOHUJ\PHQTV ZLVKHV WR LQIOXHQFH \RXQJ PHQTYV
there islittle to indicatethat church cricket clubsperaed as part of a strategy of social

control or an attempt to dividendrule the working classes politicallyCongregation

members rather than clergymedemand rather than supplywvas to the fore in establishing

clubs This was especially so within Methodism where the influence of ministers was also
tempered by the itinerangystem and the lay leadership (indeed Methodists most vividly

illustrated thepotency of the leagues in stimulating the appetite for cribieheir surgeof

new club3. Moreover, manyworking menbegan to seek their owpolitical representation

while seeing no conflict whatsoever with their religion.

Clergymen were only occasionally imbued with a zest for cricket, muscular Christian or
otherwise. They were more enablers than initiators and gave cricket a very quddifisidg.

But even passive and honorific acceptance was vitally important and gave ordinary working
men (and to a much lesser degree, women) the chance to play cricket and for the most part
run their clubs.

159 Erdozain The Problem of Pleasure. 1.
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CHAPTER4 CLUB PEOPLE
Introduction

Who wasinvolved in church cricket clubs in Halifax and the Calder Valeyg what were

their contributions and objectivei answering thisa detailed analysis of the occupations of

the members of the primary clubs was undertaBeich an gamination of grassroots cricket

is almost nonrH[LVWHQW IRU WKH ODWH QLQHWHHQWK FHQWXU\
Lancashire were mainly set in the intear period, years for which there is yet no access to

the UK population censdsThis studywas able to employ census records to determine the

social composition of the clubs and other important information such as familial ties.

This chapteseeks to illuminate theider socieeconomic, political and religious situation. It,
therefore, address several key themes: social class, cultural diffusion, religious affiliation,
gender, age and the family. By establishing the social composition of clubs founded by
religious organisationglifferences withearlier clubs can be considered as can thoseckea

church and Sunday school clubs. Moreover, comparisons can be made with the social make
up of the churches themselves and with a secular club of similar status.

Based on this analysis, this chapter argues that church cricket clubs were a vihicle o
genuinely popular cricket both in terms of composition and management. Their members
were not simply passive recipients of a reatgde bourgeois model of playing cricket and
running clubs but engaged their own culture and were agents in their owrrisatddespite

this, members had strong links with the churches, with little evidence of religious
1V K D P D W HSKilarly,Pdiuring a period in which working men were increasingly
assertive in both the political and industrial fields, the clubs exhiluikess ceoperation.
Furthermore, it is contended that wonfexda vital role in developing clubs in both the short
and long terms and that this represented a small advance for them in social terms.

Jeff Hill has carried out an analysis of sports cjutdsich provides important context for this

chapter. i found that, although the English were enthusiastic joiners of clubs with a heritage
dating from the eighteenth century, clubs and societies have been neglected by athigemia.
emphasised the opport\ ORVW E\ WKLV RPLVVLRQ DV puVSRUW DQG
LQIOXHQFH RYHU SHRSOHYV OLYHVY DQG DUH QRW VLPS(

'"LOOLDPV u5HFUHDWLRQDO &ULFNHW LQ WKH %ROWRQ $UHDY u&ULFN
DQG ,GHQWLWLHVT

2 Meaning, in this case, feigning allegiance to the church in order to play.

3 Jeffrey Hill, in Sport Leisure & Culture n Twentieth Century BritaitBasingstoke, Palgrave, 2002), pp. 130,

144,
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expression of cultural forms from which people take their own mednitwgsport was more

laden with yPHDQLQJVY WKDQ FULFNHW HVSHFLDOO\ ZKHQ FKX
developing a theme of Edward Thompson, Hill coneshithat, far from merely assisting in

WKH LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ RI VRFLHW\ VSRUW DQsiag@HLV XUH
SHRSOHYTVY KLVWRU\

Hill found clear divisions based on class, status and gender within clubs and societies. What

KH WHUPHG WKH pFODVVLFY KRPH RI FOXEV ZDV PDOH DQG
conveyed the ethos of playing for its owake. This, Hill argued, gave clubs as much
relevance in solidifying social identity as in promoting sport. Midtdéess clubs stressed
conviviality and social cachet over competition. This engendered social divisions and had
political consequences. As theorking classes, through the Labour Party and the trade
unions, grew in strength, an asbcialist Conservative network was formed, especially

within rugby union circles. Ross McKibbin found that after the Great War madd$s sport

was generally secc@e DU\ WR VRFLDO DQG HFRQRPLF DVSLUDWLRQV
golf and rugby union in thiS.

Rob Light found that in West Riding cricket during the 1820s and 1&Bdss formed part

of a network created to advance the social aspirations oérttergent industrial middle
class’ Clubs such as Sheffield Wednesday, Keighley and Halifax Clarence imitated the older
clubs patronised by the gentry such as Doncaster Cricket Club. They maintained exclusivity
by playing fixtures within their membership darwith games against other clubs being
arranged very selectivef\Socialising, especially dining, was an integral feature of the clubs.
Light found that early artisan clubs such as Lascelles Hall and Dalton never developed such a

social dimensiorbeing achored in a culture of drink and gamblihg.

Thirty or forty years later, when some disposable income and the Saturd&yolicsfy
brought working men the opportunity to play, social exclusivity was usually maintained

*Ibid., p. 2.

® Ibid; Thompson;The Making pp. 812.

® Ross McKibbin,Classes and Cultures: England 191851 (Oxford, Oxford University Press, 1998), p. 193.
+HUH uDPDWWXUUd WM clubs dominated by the amateur ideology such as Liverpool,
Wimbledon and Hampstead from the later nineteenth century, and many of those in the southern Club Cricket
Conference from 1915 rather than tiypically impecuniousworking-class gameSeeSandiford,Cricket and

the Victorians S 6WRQH M&ULFNHWSMSBBEJLRQDO ,GHQWLWLHYV
TILIJKW p&ULFNHWpp.IRI2ZIRWWHQ 3DVW

8 .

Ibid.

° Ibid., p. 143.
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through high annual fees. Neil Tranfound that the Stirling County Club in the 1880s set a

subscription rate of 247° The localpresssaw through this:

no doubt the Stirling County Club is open to anyone. But what artisan can afford the

KHDY\ DQQXDO VXEVFULSWLR-6 kincddoivwithh WhiehHiE¥e LR Q WK

matches generally open and the costs of the dress? Artisans may be equal on the field

EXW WKH\ DUH QRW PDGH WR™HHO HTXDO LQ WKH SDYLOL
7KLV SURYRNHG WKH FOXE LOQWR LQWURGXFLéféctvely DWH IR
excluded those it ostensibly wished to enrol, other local cricket clubs having an annual

subscription of 2/6d?

(VVHQWLDOO\ WKH VDPH DUJXPHQW KDV EHHQ PDGH UHJD!I
class worshippers, a factor fundamentattte social composition of their cricket clubs. Pew

rents, like high subscriptions, have been considered as part of a strategy to exclude poorer
SHRSOH LQ +LOOfV WHUPV D FOXE “EIDthisi Ber&kfQe EBRHVV DQ
churches would have pPRGXFHG FULFNHW FOXEV DV 'HQQLV %UDLO\
middle FODVV PHPEHUV «-BQDBVE\ PRAKRMIEMhe §xtent of working

class absence from churches has been strongly challthdedsions of class and status

could be refleted in roles within churches. Kenneth Inglis argued that working people were
effectively excluded from influential lay positions in the Church of England and werking

class clergy would not be countenané®&dhis is pertinent to the extent to which churches
provided opportunities which could help their cricket c|udsarely considere@ut important

factor not to be neglected by this reseafhapels, certainly, provided working people with
experience as lay preachers, Sunday school teachers and class. IBadual Improvement

Societies, mainly Nonconformist, also developed debating and organisational skills.

Alongside class and status, the other division identified in club membership by Hill, gender,
is particularly relevant to church cricket. Wheseghe membership of clubs was

overwhelmingly male that of churches was predominantly female. Aside from religious

1 Neil Tranter,Sport, Economy and Society in Britafn,42.

" The Stirling Observerl885 (no exact date given) in Trant8port, Economy and Sociefy. 42.

2 Tranter,Sport, Economy and Sociefy. 42.

B 6HH FKDSWddrd, MR khd Ministerd

4 Dennis BrailsfordBritish Sport:A Social History(Cambridge Lutterworth 1997), p. 90.

6 HH FKDSWddrg, MR khd Ministerd

'8 Inglis, Churches and the Working Class@s 117. An article in 1897 went so far as to bemoan the lack of
HIHQWOHPHQYT WDNLQJ XS WKH FO R&tidoal Reigvd 899Q)) 82632 .ICanid¢ring X UDWH V |
origins of its founder, this illustrated the extent to which Christianity could be subordinated to social class in
sections of the Established Church.
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devotionitself, women were under two forms of pressure to attend church. First, as the
assumedmoral compass of the family (and by extensiba country as a wholejvomen

were disproportionately responsible for the maintenance of respectability which, at the time,
required regular worship. Secondly, prevailing social convention placed pressure on them to
occupy the private rather than the [ubsphere, greatly limiting their social outléfs.
&KXUFKHY SURYLGHG VRPH FRPSHQVDWLRQ IRU ZRPHQTYV F
communites QRWDEO\ WKH SXEOLF KRXVH WKH ZRUNLQJ PDQYV

The confluence of religion, sport and gendeought difficulties in the Victorian and

Edwardian period (and beyond) in industrial areas such as Halifax and the Calder Valley. The
demise of cottage industry had diminished patriarchy. The necessity of his wife and children
working in the factories (andntering the public sphere HG X FH G positivbD gsfthe
breadwinner and his authority in the family which was considered to demean his mdfiliness.

Sport began to provide a new platform for the expression of masculinity. To maintain
MPDQOLQHYVR@HEW RIVEKH DL Bli¥cdssed belgvsport had to be

defended against female encroachment, and this just as churches were preoccupied with
EHLQJ FRQVLGHUHG IHPLQLQH &OHUJ\ IUHTXHQWO\ LQYRI

cricket.

Despite their predominance in congregations, women had little official influence within the
churches themselvédThey were often taken for granted. A poem recording the huge efforts
to rebuild Outlane MNC chapel in 1892 portrays them as anonyffidire vese refers to
the role of the men, several of whom later became members of the cricket club, naming

King Jimmy; OId Jonathan and Balmforth; J. Sutcliffe, J. Holroyd; Mark; Henry;
Alfred; George; Morton and Ben; David and Alfred ....

But, as to

Y For an examination of the gender debate ahe prevalence ofuVH S D U D W KHeeVBueH Hawatth,
M*HQGHU 'RPHVWLFLW\ DQG 6H[XDThe N\Nm@dewH EanfurhpQ 168BAVQEIKIMZ HG
Brown sawgender, not social class, as the crucial determinant of religious adherence, with secularisation
consegent on the loss of women in the 1960s as they shed the moral outlook that had been anchored in the
churches. BrownThe Death of Christian Britain

B 6HH +R zZGdndErkDomesticitf SS-2,1912.

¥ Though Simon Greewas at pains to stresactive female involvement in churches, he acknowlddbat

there were no women priests and that deaconessaslate on the scene. Women operated in important but
VXSSRUWLQJ UROHV VXFK DV YLVLWRUV 1XQGUDGN&RMigDQIGtheQ D YDUL
Age of Declinep. 197.

©7RP '\VRQ SRHP u%HW KA BCEIRG/H O |
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The many good womenttl could not name them,
They also outnumber when counting the men....

Though insufficiently important to warrant the effort of individual acknowledgement, women

were significant as numbers. During the First World War, the chapel thdsitmention the
HODGLHVY IRU D VSHMLYLB FRPWNUDL EXRMHE@HhR Way thélsdtW KR P H
of expertise that women were to bring to church cricket clubs.

Pre-Church Cricket in Halifax and the Calder Valley

Little organised popular OLFNHW H[LVWHG SULRU WR WKDW KRVWHG
clubs were predominantly middle class. The first known one, Halifax, entertained
Huddersfield on Skircoat Moor in 1826The first club playing regular fixtures, from at least

1834, was Hafax Clarencé> Andrew Hardcastle has argued that by playing during the week

Halifax Clarence must have consisted of veéfl players with ample leisure time. Hardcastle
acknowledged the existence of popular cricket but that this was impromptu like thespatc
oftensingleZLFNHW LQ /DZVRQTYV V 3XGVH\ RU 7RP ¢PPHWW TV

+DUGFDVWOHTVY DVVHVVPHQW RI +DOLID[ &0ODUHQFH LV
generally from other townsndicating free time and sufficient disposahheome for travel,

stake money and the ubiquitous lavish dinner usually paid for by the losers. Its fixture at
Baildon in 1837 was a third, doubleQQLQJV PFRQTXHULQJY HQFRXQWHU
6HSWHPEHU ZKLFK ZDV GHFLGHG W Thrée®niaicKds agdinsv/tkéd + D O L
same club suggest a limited number of socially acceptable opponents. The report noted,
KRZHYHU WKDW pWKH GD\ EHLQJ ILQH KXQGUHGV RI VSHFW
still then available through either autondnL Q ZRUN RU p6DLQW ORQGD\Y )DFV
with its constraints on recreational time, was not widespread at this time. In Halifax in 1835

less than a tenth of the population worked in factories, many of whom were women and
children®

2 utlane Bethel Leaders & Church Meeting Minutes 1910 § . $ :. 23 October 1917.u$ W
+RPHVY ZHUH LPSRUWDQW | Xi@&poiating mQsik, daReingDdtanth Ykt GupRed.V
Z This discovery credited to Anthony Woodhouse, the Yorkshire cricket historian by Hardcasttt i 6.
Ibid.
*bid., pp. 6, 8.
% eeds Mercury2 September 1837
% |n 1835 there were 1,552 factory workers in the township whose populatiod5/@82 in 1831 rising to
19,881in 1841. Hargreavesjalifax S MEHOLJLRQ DQG 6RFLHW\YT S
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It is also quie possible that working men played for Clarence as professionals when the club
played commercial stake ganfég.he new cricketing culture eexisted with the olgeven in
middle-class circles. Despite its social exclusivity, and doubtless its businegsrketthe

club retained a competitive, gambling and drinking dimension. One Clarence fixture ended in

HD GLVSXWH FRPPHQFHG ZLWKLQ WKH :LEVH\®ERrentel ZKHQ
played wager matches as late as 1842 including against Heckikerfdwa £10 staké’

$QRWKHU &ODUHQFH IL[WXUH LQ FRQFOXGLQJ ZKHQ pV
VSHQW D KDSS\ HYHQLQJY DWWUDFWHG D FURZG RI R C
same newspaper inadvertently identified the pbdé reason for this throng of spectators and

another instance where leisure time existed but with no possibility of forming clubs. This
UHSRUWHG WKH UDLVLQJ RI D VXEVFULSWLRQ WR pHPSOR!
Skircoat Moor, for the adval JH R1 WKH I®UHHKROGHUV 1

7TKH p+XQJU\ )RUWLHVY FRXOG VLPXOWDQHRXVO\ GHQ\ ERW
play sport to ordinary people. Benjamin Wilson, the Halifax Chartist who lived at Skircoat
Moor, reflected that:

Tom Brown's Schooldays witbihave had no charm for me, as | had never been to a
day school in my life; when very young | had to begin working, and was pulled out of
bed between 4 and 5 o'clock ... in summer time to go with a donkey 1% miles away,
and then take part in milking a nber of cows; and in the evening had again to go
with milk and it would be 8 o'clock before | had done. | went to a card shop afterwards
and there had to set 1,500 card teeth for a %2d. From 1842 to 1848 | should not average
9/- %er week wages; outdoor anabbur was bad to get then and wages were very
low.?

Hardcastle did findsomeevidence of organised workirgiass cricket before midentury.
These were independent craftsmen. For example, in 1834 the Tailors played the Shoemakers
on Skircoat Moor on a Mafay in September, the losing Shoemakers paying for sdpper.

ILIKW P&ULFNHW M. RI2ZIRWWHQ 3DVWT

% | eeds Mercuryl4 Septemer 1839.

2ILIKW P&ULFNHWYIM4RUIJRWWHQ 3DVWT

% Bradford Observerand Halifax, Huddersfielcand Keighley Reporterll August 1842 In this year of
heightened Chartist activity crowds of the unemployed would have made the local authorities very anxious
indeed. Skircoat Moor was very radical area, being the scene of large political meetings, including one in 1819
in the wake of PeteR R |

3 Wwilson, The Struggles of an Old Chartigt. 13.

% HardcastleLost, p. 6.
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7KH JDPH DWWUDFWHG pb JUHDW FURZG RI VSHFWDWRUVY

interest but not popular participation.

In the west of the area, the membership of Todmorden CC, skidlin 1835 by Samuel
JLHOGHQ VRQ RI p+R Q HridvwempoyeD Snchfed{dry MfdtidaD) pWered the

VDPH SRVVLELOLWLHV IRU VRFLDO DQG EXVLQHVV FRQW
membership in 1838 was predominantly employers aneesghioyed men with leisure time,

who could afford the 2/6d joining fee and the rhbnthly subscriptions, this being more than

the weekly wage of some workers.

Located in the factohlGCRPLQDWHG KHDUW RI WKH DUHDYV FRWWRQ
presagd the importance to popular cricket of the Saturdayhwifiay. Its implementation

LQ WKH WRZQYV PLOOV LQ IROORZHG -,HNAcrEasedHiie@ X FW L R (
numbers of workinglass members although the majority remained employerselér s
employed® 1HLJKERXULQJ :DOVGHQ LQ LWV ILUVW PDWFK LQ

a Monday, suggesting that its early members too, were not mere empfoyees.

Two years later a club formed at Sowerby Bridge sought to be a link in the new industria
WRZQYYV HPEUYRQDNWIVRGEOBO QHWZRUN EHLQJ pZHOO SDW
RZQHUV RI WKH °HWahteR RiddeKaR Ragpfarancabeit regarded in an
RUQDPHQWDO FDSDFLW\ uPDQ\ ODGLHV JUDFHG tWKH VFH(
SOD\HUV pGLQHG WRJHWKHU DW WKH 5R\DO +RWHOY 6RFLD

In 1849, Halifax Clarence had played a match against a church club, that of St Lawrence
Parish Church, Pudséy. SBHUKDSV DV D UHDFWLR QkeWddR ar¥ Kdh pLUUD\
cricketing activities perceived by Joseph Lawson, this exceptionally early church club was
IRUPHG LQ WR PLPSURYHY DQG RUJDQLVH W[N—:-Bpit@HFUHDV‘
these noble sentiments the old cricketing culture proweliate: in 1875 the club played a
HSXUVHY PDWFK IRU .. DIJDLQVW ORFDO ULYDOY 3XGVH\ %

During the 1840s, other bourgeois clubs had appeared in Halifax and Calder Valley, such as
Brighouse Clarence, Sowerby Bridge Miga, Halifax Britannia and Halifax Young

% Heywoods, Cloth Capsp. 2.
*bid., p. 21.
®U:DOVGHQ && (D&KONebsitgV |
[http://www.ckcricketheritage.org.uk/calderdale/walsden/clubhomg . Atoessed 4 June 2010
% Halifax Courier, 21 May 1853.
37 Supplemento Leeds Mercuryl8 August 1849.
3 pudsey St Lawrence Cricket ClujutK H 6 WRU\ RI 3XGVH\ 6W /DZUHQFHY
?gttp:llwww.pslcricket.co.uk/paqe8.hthccessed 4 June 2010
Ibid.
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England® However, more modest village sides emerged in the 1850s from Queenshead,
Ovenden, lllingworth and Colell.Some of these teams played on Saturdays, indicating that
half-day closing had started to find sy into the area. There was, though, no boom and the
games were generally casual and the teams ephefheral.

For popular organised cricket, Saturday early closing had to become more common. It was
only in the 1860s that clubs started to appear in numbete area. During that decade at
least 15 church clubs were formed from all over Halifax and the Calder Valley. In the fifty
years from 1870, more than 175 were forrfied.

The Social and Religious Composition of Church Cricket Clubs

As noted, this chaptecontends that cricket clubs hosted by religious bodies throughout

Halifax and the Calder Valley were not only popular but that their members demonstrated
genuine adherence to their churches. In 1871, in Halifax, 80 per cent of the working
population wasn manual occupations, a figure which barely changed over the next 50
years?* During this period the primary clubs revealed a social composition not greatly

different, with almost threquarters of their members being in workiclgss occupations,

see tablel.1, below

“Hardcastlelost p. 7.

“ ELG S MAXHHQVKHDGY ODWHU EHFDPH p4XHHQVEXU\Y
“bid.

“3 Both figures from Hardcastleostplus those discovered through my own research.

4.80.1 per cat, in fact, with a lowemiddleclass figure of 16.4 per cent. Gred®eligion in the Age of
Decling pp. 56, 63.
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Table 4.1 Membership of Primary Church Cricket Clubs in Early Life.

Club Den [Ph| Ild |WC |WC% |LMC |LMC% | MC | MC%
St Thomas's SS CofE | 1| 2 2 100
St Thomas CofE | 1|11 9 81.2 1* 9.4 1* 9.4
IXGGHQGHQ ( CofE | 2 | 21| 16 | 76.2 4 19 1 4.8
,OOLQJZRUW| CofE | 2 | 40 | 25* | 625 | 12* 30 3* 7.5
Stones Wesleyans Wes | 2 | 11 | 11* | 100
Mytholmroyd Wes S§ Wes | 3 | 18 | 10* | 55.6 4 22.2 4* | 22.2
Outlane MNC | 3 | 23| 16 | 69.6 5 21.7 2 8.7
Inchfield Bottom SS | UMFC | 3 | 20 | 18 90 1 5 1 5
146| 107 | 73.3 27 18.5 12 8.2
Lumbutts None | 2 | 17 | 15 | 88.2 2 11.8

Key:
WC: Working class, inc. overseers/foremen.
LMC: Lower-middle class, inc. teachers, clerks, safiployed craftsmen, shopkeepers/shop
assistants and small farmers.
MC: Remainder of middle class inc. manufacturers, professionals, managers and large farmers.
Den:Denomination PhPhase Id: Identified in UK Population Census

6FKRODUVY WDNHQ DV IDWKHUYVY RFFXSDWLRQDO VWDWXV ZKHQ
Includes patrons but excludelergymen and duplicated names where occupational status different.
This contrasted markedly with early clubs such as Halifax Clarence and Todmorden. Of the
SULPDU\ FOXEVY UHPDLQLQJ PHPEH tnhddle8ass engpldyuneRrtHQW ZD

Church criclet clubs were of only slightly higher social status than for the area as a whole.

Moreover, the argument that church clubs were controlled by maiads members is

refuted by the evidenceDespite a disproportionate number of middlass (almost

invariably lowermiddle-class) officers, in no cases did this amount to more than 40 per cent
HLWKHU DW WKH FOXEVY LOQDXJXUDWLRQ RU EHIRUH WKH ZI
Table 4.2 Officials of Primary Church Cricket Clubs at Formation.

Club Ph|Ild | WC | WC% | LMC | LMC% | MC | MC%
St Thomas's SS 1111 100
St Thomas 1111 100
IXGGHQGHQ (2 |5]| 3 60 2 40
,OOLQJZRUW| 2 | 8| 5 62.5 3 37.5
Stones Wesleyans 2
Mytholmroyd WesS§ 3 [10] 6 | 60 | 2 | 20 | 2 | 20
Outlane 3
Inchfield BottomSS | 3 | 8 | 8 100

33| 24| 27| 7 212 | 2 | 61
Lumbutts 2 13| 3 100
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Table 4.3 Officials of Primary Church Cricket Clubs Pre-War.

Club Id | WC [WC% |LMC |LMC% |MC | MC%
St Thomas's SS Defunct
6W 7TKRPDVTV Defunct
IXGGHQGHQ 6 Not Known
,OOLQJZRUWK 7 5 71.4 1 14.3 1 14.3
Stones Wesleyans 4| 3 75 1 25
Mytholmroyd Wes SS| 5 | 4 80 1 20
Outlane 4 | 4 100
Inchfield Bottom SS Defunct

20] 16 | 80 3 15 1 )
Lumbutts* 4 | 4 100

* Officials in 1912

The socalFRPSRVLWLRQ RI WKH FOXEV DOVR RSSRWH3 WKH pS
religious worshig®> Almost certainly all the earlier (Phase 1 and 2) clubs had a church
qualification for membership as did Mytholmroyd in Phas® &t their foundation, these

clubs would have been overwhelmingly, perhaps entirely, composed of church and Sunday
school members. The clubs indicate a large workiags church adherence. The role of

cricket club members and, especially, workolgss members in their religious argsations

was more mixed, but with a higher engagement in the chapels.

7KH VRFLDO FRPSRVLWLRQ RI 6W 7KRPDV{V &ODUHPRXQW
E\ WKH ZRUNLQJ FODVVH VY The @lywrowrr tiud offial SVl avidetG |
weaver, William Womersley, who had been treasurer of the earlier Sunday schodf team.

7KH VHYHQ IL[WXUHV LQ ZKLFK UHYHDOHG WKH SOD)
association, being played exclusively against other churches, these including Nonsisafo

a significant factor at a time of sectarianism in education and pdftics.

45 Wickham, Inglis, et al who saw working people largely lost to churches in simdastrial areas. See

L, QWURGXFWLRQ DQG FKDSWHU RQH pOLOOV ORRUV DQG OLQLVWHUVY

0 As St Thomag] Sunday Schodlieamhada qualification, its seniorclub would doubtless have followed suit

2l WKH 3KDVH FOXEV ,00LQJZRUWK 6 Wa@ualifiddfivh 43 Qrébably @it StaheésH Q 6 W 0|
WesleyansOf the Phase 3 clubs, Outlane and Inchfield Bottom did not.

" Leeds Mercury31 July 1886. See Appdix 5Members of St Thoma¥C and St Thoma$Sunday School

CC.

“8 |etter from Womersley to John List#ranking him for allowing the club to play on his larid May 1873.

CA SH:7/IN/924 6 W 7TKRPDVY 6XQGD\ 6FKRRO &ULFNHW &OXE 5XOHVY

“9 Halifax Guardan, various dates in873 The clubs were the North Parade Baptists, Slongregationalists

DQG 6W $XIXVWLQH IURP +DOLID[ DQG D %UDGIRUG WHDP 6W $QGUHZT
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Working men, more than three XDUWHUV RI WKH PHPEHUVKLS DW WKH $
at Luddenden, were somewhat undepresented in official capacities, though giribviding

the majority of officers and committeem&hThe club also revealed at least two working
FODVV FULFNHWHUV KROGLQJ LPSRUWDQW FKXUFK SRVLYV
Wormald was a churchwarden for 1893 and a member of the BoardShools Trustees in

1903, as was George Titterington.

6W ODU\TV &ULFNHW &OXE DW ,00LQJZRUWK KDG DW LWV R
FODVV RFFXSDWLRQV WKDQ DW /XGGHQGHQ EXW VWLOO L
initiation.>? Eledions at the October AGM did bring midetéass representation up to half.

The two biggest influences at lllingworth were Nicholas Woodhead, a worsted overlooker,

IRU WKH FOXEYfV ILUVW \HDUV RU VR DQG HVSHFLDOO\
Secretary and Treasurer jointly from 1899 to 1935, Hustwick, who worked in a worsted mill

as a warehouseman including as a foreman, dominated the direction of tAitRsiobto the

Great War, men in workinglass occupations accounted for five of #exen (out of eight)

officials identified in the 1911 censt’.Conversely, church positions, especially the
important ones like churchwarden, were allocated mainly to mudés men. It was not

until 1921 that a more democratic approach was seen ahtieh when James Jenkinson, a

carpet finisher, became a lay church councilfor.

The known early membership of Stones Wesleyans was solidly working tl&fthout club

records for these years, however, no officials or patrons are known. Sevenal faitd to a

very strong allegiance with the church. Of 13 cricketers identified at least six, and probably

ten DW VRPH SRLQW DOVR EHORQJHG WR W R AuhErm@e OV 0 X\

' See Appendix OHPEHUV RI /IXGGHQGHQ 8% 0DU\TV &&

*! LuddenderParish Church Schools Mage Garden Bazaar 1929: History and Meme(it829), p. 31.

%2 SeeAppendix 7Members ofllingworth 6W 0D U\V & &

% 41, 00LQJZRUWK && OLQXWH %RRN T Zhyy Rifidibld were FrédKhibrdfRld,U ZRUNL
Arthur Howarth, Albert Pickles and Irvine Priestley; the four mieddéss officials being Richard Hartley,

Herbert Mason, Arthur Spencer and Ronald Sulachd.

¥ Hustwick was shown as foreman in 1891 and 1901 but as simply a warehouseman idKL®bhulation

Censusesl 891, 1901, 1911.

5 The five working men were: Hustwick, a warehouseman, Clem Pickles, a worsted overseer; James Jenkinson,

a carpet fitsher; Percy Feather, a chair frame maker and John Aspinall, a boilermaker/labourer. The middle

class officials were Erasmus Lassey, a hay and straw dealer, and Gilbert Dobson an assistant woollen
manufacturer.

%0 Until 1921, aside from industrialists #kRamsden, Speak and Mossman, the civil engineer R. J. Hartley, a
onetime club committeeman, was a lay church councillor in 1920, as was another -oliddlecommittee

PHPEHU - : &RRSHU IURP DQG D EUHZHUTV FOldrdrdm 102IWIKe : KLW ZD P
ZRUVWHG RYHUORRNHU 1LFKRODV :RRGKHDG ZzZDV RQ WKH FKXUFKTV
July 1924, Oakley7 KH 6 WR U\ RI pdp.L1Q48, 12D U\TV

" SeeAppendix 8Stones Wesleyan CC Players, 1884.

BUEBWRQHV espl8M8Q K
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the club was considered integral to the chapel at least 1910 In social terms its
membership can be considenehsonablyrepresentative of the chapel itself. Although not
NQRZQ XQWLO WKDW \HDUYV $*0 UHLQIRUFHG WKH FK
church clubs: men in manual occupatiomsh a lowermiddle-class minority. Of the four
committee members and officers whose occupations can be identified three were textile
workers and one a clefR.

The Outlane MNC club likewise exhibited a largely workirigss membershif}. With no

minutes bd R U H WKH FOXEfV RIILFLDOV DUH QRW NQRZQ DW
Hoyle, a warehouseman formerly with Outlane Wellington, who presented the club rules to
WKH WUXVWHHVY LQ ZDV LQYROYHG DQG '@yfiod +DUULV
at least 1906° When minutes commencethey strengthened the norm of workiokigss

leadershig?

Outlane was unusual in that whereas the membership of the other primary clubs had come
from within a church, this was more a case of a cricket clubgbattached to one. The
Wellington club had disbanded eight years eaffiexpart from Hoyle, other chapel members

had played for this club and some became members of the churchi Thibchapel was, in

effect, a haven for a resurrected club. The ovemihection between church and cricket club
membership, despite the crucial links referred to, was minimal. With two teams formed and
only 24 male chapel members, many too old to play, no church qualification was pYssible.

At most ten joined the club insifirst yea’ In 1899, however, of four new church members

9 Obituary of Selina Barrett, club president, who joined the cricket club in 19a0fax Courier and

Guardian 28 December 1938.

® These were: the Treasurer, Sam Howarth, a Cotton Spinner; Corresponding Secretary, Crossley Barrett, a
Cotton Spinner Piecer; League Representative (and committee member) Leonard Smith, 25, Cotton Twiner
Doubler, and Committee Member Fred Beverley (Clerk in paper mill, @8) Population Censyd.911.

®1 See Appendix 11 Members of Outlane MNC ,CX89798. Notwithstanding contemporary difficulties, the
continued eépendaceontextilesin the village isapparent withat least 15nemberemployed in that industry.

2 U2XWODQH 7UXVW M&HAPS 180D W W OCRRN & & 6 H F UHoyeDvals\ §itéd % B BONI

FDVH EURXJKW DJDLQVW WKH IRRWEDOO DQG FULFNHW FOXE IRU GHE\
was a club officialHuddersfield Daily Chronicle and West Yorkshire Adverti¢&rMarch 1890.

B 0oftheten membiUV ZKR FDQ EH LGHQWLILHG RQ WKH FHQVXV WZR ZHU|
the remaining seven, two were stone dressers, the other five being woollen and worsted wW@ReWW. ODQH & &
0 L Q X WW6iPél§ruary 1908.

¥ 6HH FKDSWHU W@REW§ULPDU\

% Others included Morton and Alfred Gledhill, Henry Roberts and William Whithdngdersfield Examiner

various dates;u2 XWODQH 01& 0 HHeEHedhiK had flso been cited in the action over the former
FOXETVY JURXQG

% Men other than membemsould have attended the chapel but at this time Methodist congregations were
composed of approximately equal numbers of members anthearbers with half of the nemembers being

children. Currie,Methodism Divided footnote 3, p. 198. It is possible th&tnday school members were
involved, but the ages of the identified cricketers strongly suggest that this would have been minimal.

67 Ben Hoyle John Burkinshaw, Mortoledhill, Thomas Hoyle, John Arthur Ingham, Walter Crossley, Alfred
Gledhill, Walter Rbvertsplus two probables, F[red] Sykes and G[eorge] Holroyd.
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three may have been examples of recruitment via a club: only one having recent family

connections within the chap®.

There was significant neplaying interest from the chapel with five memberng club
vice-presidents in 1908, including three who were both trustees and church f@&kreral

RI WKH FOXE PHPEHUV KDG UHODWLYHV ZLWKLQ WKH FKD:
Hoyle, another club member, George Holroyd, was a trustdelJainn Hinchliffe was the
FKDSHOTV FKWHeb mibies ebbhmenced, however, they showed that the cricket

club was being controlled autonomously, with only one committeeman, Charles Wood, a
church leader in 1910, being a chapel memb&he committeand officers continued to be

mainly working men as seen in 19%40f the total of 12 officials, only one, John

Burkinshaw, was a chapel member.

Burkinshaw again demonstrated a recurrent feature in church and, especially, chapel cricket:
the taking up of res in both club and religious organisation. Burkinshaw was first team
captain in 1909, league representative in 1911 and committee member in 1912. He was also a
church leader from at least 1910 and stood for trustee in ‘£&urch and Sunday school
training benefited cricket clubs but the converse also applied.

The association of local notables with small church clubs was another surprisingly common
feature’® At Outlane, the ex HOOLQJWRQ WHDPYV SUHVLGHQW &DSWI
joined the chapel ab, though probably not as presidéhanother distinguished member, or

more probably donor, was Tory MP, Colonel Sir Edward Hildred CaFflitis connection

was probably through Sykes and Outlane Volunteers.

® David H. Harrison, JohrHinchliffe, Frederick Beaumont Holroyd and Tom Wodtblroyd had the family

connections.

9 Ben Hoyle, John Arthur Ingham, George Holroyd were trustees; also FredegaknBet Holroyd and Tom

Hoyle.

P"H2XWODQH %HWKHO 7UXVWHHVY OLQXWH %RRNT

TU2XWODQH && 0)EKWHDMDutlane Bethel Leaders & Church Minua7 September 1910.

"2 Norris Pearsopa stone dresser, John Burkinshaw a woollen healder, Ernest Whitwam a weaver, Hebert Gee

a wool spinner, Joe Whitwam a woollen piecer. phesidentEdward Boothroydalso worked in woollens

(his occupation in 1911 was unclear but he was a wedegqier in 1901).

B U2XWODQH &&240NapemheH Yom8, 22 May 1911 and February 1912 (precise date unknown);

Putlane Bethel Leaders & Church Minutgs 6HSWHPHRAXWODQH %YHWKHO 7UXWWHHVY O
September 1927

" 6 H RatppnsDonors,Diners and Doer§ EHORZ

" B\NHVY RQO\ VXEVFULSWLRQ ZDV RQ '"HFHPEHU EHIRUH PLQXWH\
another subscription and was for 154s the ordinary members fee was this indicates that he was a vice
SUHVLGHDOH &2Z2XHF U HW Deteberdd®R Ndreports of club dinners have been found which

might confirm this. Walter Sykes, a worsted pattern maker (almost certainly not a relative, Sykes being a very
common local surname) was the first known presidgr2, XW O D QH & &6 GebpuirWi908Y

6 Carlile was a laronet and partner in Jonas Brook & Brothers, Meltham Mills, and Huddergfi2l{ WODQH & &
6HFUHWD U3 JWeaTOR Bding a Saturday this was probably a match day donation.
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Sunday School Cricket

7KH DUHDTYTV 60 @é&é¢ hYRIK Rpopular, overwhelmingly workiotass
organisations. However, the age factor, youth and lack of experience, meant that their cricket
FOXEV FRXOG GHPRQVWUDWH D PRUH pVXSSO\ VLGHY HPSI
church sidesThis wasalso related to thevider concern abowgngaging adolescent scholars

and especially teenage maless recognised within Methodism as early as 1841:

The difficulty of retaining the youth of our Sabbath Schools, after they arrive at the
age of fourten years, has been experienced by all to an interest in the moral and
spiritual welfare of the rising generatiomat this age, they begin to have the thoughts
and aspirings of riper years without the experience which age brings, they are
therefore areasy prey to the gilded baits of sin, many a promising youth has been lost
to the Church, in consequence of being led away from the School at this interesting
age!’

The growth ofstate educatiorsignificantly heighteed te problem and the search for
solutions At the Conference of the Yorkshire Sunday School Union, in the wake of 1870
Education Act, its chairmaexplaired how the Sunday schools had to change:

they should be considered almost as juvenile churches rather thamarejte. He

would say not the lesser but the junior portion of the Church; that it should be a fold

for the lambs precisely in the same degree as the Church was for the matured and full

grown sheep; and that the lambs, under the care and love of tluhiertemight be
WUDQVIHUUHG LQ GXH FRXUVH WR WKDW ODUJHU IROG «
might be a nursery for the Church, and that they would be conducted in such a manner

as to be made subservient to that obj@ct.

$V VHHQ 6W 7KRMdaM tMatBdNts &nday school cricket club in the wake of
this legislation. The 188HducationAct increased the pressure on Sunday schools by making
elementary school attendance compulsory until age ten. With their diminishing attraction as
providersof secular education by the turn of the nineteenth century, Sunday schools were
EHIJLQQLQJ WR O'REt/eh B X8H5 thO\DdRIEMsvere lamentingthe adverse

" W. Rinder, Leeds, a correspondent (16 February 1841JhéoWesleyan Methodist Association Magazine
1841(London, 1841), RYLMAW, P17, pp. 1645.

8Rev. J. P. Chown, Conference of the Yorkshire Sunday School WBriadford Observer8 April 1871.

"9 For national figures, see Appendix&inday School Membership 183931
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effect onattendancegjemandinghetorically ZKHWKHU LW ZDV OLNH@b WKDW F
elementary schools by the action of SCR@6IRDUG FRPSXOVLRQ « ZLOO IHHO L
WKHPVHOYHV ZKHQ DWW HQBeqnEdin @k \espeBidly 4pwieDouey e

elder scholars who were at the crossroads of joining the church or |e¢tagether.

In Halifax and the Calder Valley, Anglican Sunday school membership had peaked by
19083 John Hargreaves, however, found evidence of earlier decline, especially within
Nonconformity. In Halifax, the new, extensively equipped Sunday schodtbehezer

Primitive Methodists had passed its zenith by 1890, as had the formerly dynamic Northgate

End Unitarian School a year later. Circuit enrolments at Salem MNC fell from 5,032 in 1884

W R LQ DQG WKDW RI WKH 8Q frathHHZ® t6 B38 BeRvednV W ) U H
1893 and 1899which alarmingly portended a corresponding fall in chapel membership

within a decade. The Wesleyan Sunday schools were also in decline by 1900. There were
exceptions, notably King Cross Wesleyansenowned for its wltural and recreational

activities- which with 808 scholars in 1899 had to build a large new school in®905.

Mytholmroyd Wesleyans

Mytholmroyd Wesleyans Sunday school cricket club was part dirtheederattempt to retain

its members through recreation. The Calder Valley League of 1891 was established mainly
for Sunday school teams and in 1907 the Halifax and District Church (Sunday School)
League was founded. Mytholmroyd joined the Calder Valley Leagu&95, for its second
season.

There had been a decline in numbers at the Sunday school much greater than that of the
overall populatiof® In 1885 the chapel had 351 scholars on the books and this had risen to

365 the following yeaf? Three years later, RZHYHU WKH WHDFKHUVY PHHWL
GLVVDWLVIDFWLRQ DW WKH DWWHQGEDIR F389 thel Seday K VFKI
VFKRROTV 0OXWXDO ,PSURYHPHQW 6RFLHW\ LWVHOI FRQVLC

87 +HDOLQJ upu+RZ WR 3UR PR Wesleyah$un@aySghGoWMAagdZne and Jotitfal of

Christian Education, 1878.ondon, 1875), p. 349. RYMAW,P11e

8 In the Deanery of Hifhx, there was an increase in enrolments from 17,498 in 1889 to 18,668 in 1908.
+DOLID[ SHDNHG WZR \HDUV EHIRUH WKH QDWLRQDO DYHUDJH +DUJUHI
8 bid., pp. 368 /IHZLV %XUWRQ HP&KDSHO &XO¥¢X80d 0 MWASRGIEN WV DW .LQJ
8 The population declined slightly during this period from 4,388 in 1891 to 4,159 in 180Ropulation

Census1901.

% ID\WKROPUR\G :HVOH\DQ 6XQGD\ 6FKRRO 7H DEIU \&$ 00HH W L GIDQ X D@X W
Meetings, 3 April 1885, 23 April 1886.

® I0\WKROPUR\G 7HDW¥KHU¥JULLOQ XWH
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mainly male, scholars almost ft@d®® Six months later, the minister gave a paper at the
WHDFKHUVY DQQXDO JHQHUDO PHHWLQJ DVNLQY¥ InuRXU HC
March 1893, an annual loss of 13 scholars from the school was reported, with membership
down to 274. It was ahis meeting that the cricket club was propo¥ed.

7TKH FOXEYYVY VRFLDO FRPSRVLWLRQ UHIOHFWHG WKDW WKH
the Sunday school and chapel rather than the prospective cricketers, the scholars. At its
formation, the club &d the lowest proportion of members in worktlgss occupations, 55.6

per cenf® It also had the highest percentage mieddéss membership of 22%2. Despite

WKLYV WKH FOXEYV PDQDJHPHQW ZDV 2.SHU FHQW ZRUNLQJ

The combination of anoderately affluent area and young cricketers from a Sunday school
SURGXFHG D VLWXDWLRQ RI SDUWLFXODU LQWHUHVW 8Q X
1894, all officials and patrons (who tended to be of a somewhat higher social class than the
cricketers) are known, whereas, not all players*a@onsequently, three of the five vice

presidents have been identified and all were midstiéowermiddle class?

The mainly workingclass leadership in the club is partly explained by a-ttero
administraW L R Q WKH RIILFHUV DQG pODQDJHPHQW &RPPLWW
&RPPLWWHHYT 7KH IRUPHU FRQVLY&gHeEnpRYMMMKdodHtHre® HQ L Q
middle-class occupations, with an average age of a little over 27, several years older than that
oftheplayer§.3 7KH p7HDP &KRRVLQJ &&RPPLWWHHY ZDV PRUH UHS
both in terms of youth and occupation. This is not to say that the team consisted of boys, as is
apparent from photograph 44 This committee included Willie Sykesfastian tailor cutter,

aged 22 in 1894; Thomas Sagar26 \HDU RO G W ButOHvar]Rfiesthe YV Mydd (19

who also worked in tailoring as a fitter. The other member identified was Ernest Smith, 22, a

clerk employed in the woollen industry.

8 Mytholmroyd Wesleyan Mutual Improvement Society Minutes, 188857 12 Septemberl889, CA
MY104 0,69V ZHUH LQ JHQ HU D dmagth\raqidhédrafter\the GreBt@ar, Bhristopher Radcliffe,
HOXWXDO ,PSURYHPHQW 6RFLHW L H\ClaBbsQRolititdIKEbnydoUshéesl Jn RiheteRrithN L Q J
&HQW XU\ (lexdreaboabJournal of Lifelong Educatipivol. 16, No. 2 (March 1997), 1455.

8 LO\WKROPUR\G 7THDFKHUVY OLQXWHVT $SULO

% Ibid., AGM, 31 March 1893.

8 See Appendix Members of Mytholmroyd Wesleyan Sunday School CC, 1894.

O That is, outside the lowamiddle class.

T HO\WKROPUR\G )LI894XUH &DUGV

92 Walker Waddington, who owned a printing business; Samuel Clegg-ansplbyed clothier and Robert
Foxcroft an ironmongesind employer.

% rvine SharpJohn Morgan and George Stansfigddd Arthur James SmittWilliam Dewhirst a clerkandthe
treasurer, John E. Helliwell.

% Most Sunday school crickéeams consistedf older boys, young men and their teachers.
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Photograph 4.1 Mytholmroyd Wesleyans Sunday School 2nd XI 1910

By the following year, 1895, the team choosing committee had disappeared, but Sagar, Smith
and Sykes were all now on the Management Comniitt&his also included Gilbert Smith,

then 19, a banklerk who was the 1st XI sutaptain having been captain in 1894. One of

the remaining two members can be identified, Frank Helliwell, a 250fdavheelwright or

a 21 yeaold woollen worker. These together with the fustian merchant John Helliwell, who

remained as treasurer, and the captains andatiains now chose the two sides.

Even in a comparatively welR1l ORFDWLRQ WKH FOXEfV UXQQLQJ JL
%UDLOVIRUGYYV DQG 5LFKDUG +ROWYV YLHZ WKDWatFKXUFK
least with the intention of, middigass direction. The organisation of the club, with the
exception of Helliwell, was now a typically workirdass and lowemiddle-class affair. The

older men, experienced in running businesses, having helped ih l#wm club, quickly

ceded it to the young club members. They sought to enable not dictate. The average age of
WKH RIILFLDOV ZDV QRZ XQGHU 7KH FOXEfV OHDGHU
composition up to 191%,

% Mytholmroyd Fixture Card/, 1.895.

% Of the committee and officers identifietthe Secretary, J T Greenwoaas a fustian cuttedohn Norcliffea
warp tier Arthur Claytona railway platelayeiilliam Sutcliffe, a tailor or compositQiGeorge Ramfor&mith
an assistant articled clerk awdlfred Smitha woollen spinnetUK Population Censysl911.
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The cricket club at Mytholmroyd waes force for class cohesion during a time of industrial

unrest and intensifying political debate. The nature of employment in thenattle@maller

scale production and a diversity of tradesrhaps engendered less alienation between master

and men. Membs and officials of the cricket club were marked more by allegiance to the
Sunday school and church than to social status. Membership of one or the other was a pre
requisite for joining the cricket club and this remained so for decAdése minister, the

Rev. William Hothersall, took no active part in its affairs but by becoming president he
HPERGLHG WKH FOXETVY LQWHJUDW LR QrésiigR war&ddrrerK D SH O
or future trustee® The fifth vicepresident was a chapel elder, Walk&addington who

took up the role at the age of 64 and was a Sunday school teacher for 54 years.

Methodism offered the fellowship vital to all group activities, including cricket. It also
provided leadership and other opportunities for young men emden) and these proved

valuable to cricket and other clubs. What is less recognised is how this operated in the other
GLUHFWLRQ ,Q WKH FULFNHW FOXETfV ILUVW \HDU WZR R
were to become chapel trusté&5Apart from therole of teacher, all but two of the 22
committee members, officers, captains sub captains anepresedents at some point held
additional positions within the Sunday school or chapel, or ¥otfhe chapel took its young

men and their cricket club veryrgausly indeed.

Inchfield Bottom UMFC
,QFKILHOG %YRWWRPYYVY FKDSHO FUXFLDOO\ SURYHG OHVV \

though the loss of scholars had worsened and the advocacy of recreation as a remedy had
grown. The difference between whags desirable and what was possible was, though,
revealed at the Annual Conference of the Halifax Sunday School Union in 1900. One speaker
HIKRUWHG WKH 6XQGD\ VFKRROV WRy |if&vdd thél ciildpenLly WHUH V'

W ZDV VWLOO LQ SOD F HMithplnbkdHWesleyan Suxidaid School (Cricket Club Rles
€.1932. CAWYC:1332/4/1/1.

% Robert Foxcroft, Samuek OHJJ (GZDUG +HOOLZHOO DQWK RIDFFHAMR Y& H HQWZRWRIG & D
1894;Mytholmroyd Wesleyan Methodist Church Centenary Year,-1806 A Short Historical AccountUHA

Acq. 2983, pp. 334.

% UK Population Census 6WXDUW MytHHh@FRNReBodjst Cricket Club: A Brief Histor§y

C&K website,
http://www.ckcricketheritage.org.uk/calderdale/halifax/docs/History%200f%20MMCC%20by%20Stuart$20Gr
eenwood.pdfAccessed 21 July 2010.

W $UWKXU -DPHV 6PLWK DMytBolmieyd GFixtuFRe USRI 894 Mytholmroyd Wesleyan
Centenary Year

%1 The two vere Ewart Priestley and Gordon Moore who were team selectors. It is also possible that they held
other, undocumented roles.
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providing for them countryambles, gymnastics, cricket clubs and other forms of innocent

U H F U H B3Whis} tioweder, provoked a reply which uncovered an even greater concern.

7KH 5HY % 'DYLHV REVHUYHG WKDW LI WKH 6XQGD\ VFKF
suggestions the ffiiculty arose as to how they were to be carried out with their present staff

RI WHDFKHUV 1

Remarkably, dspite their critical importance to Sunday schools, the use of sport to retain
teachershas been little, if at all, considstby historians®® If waning teacher commitment at
Mytholmroyd was a malady, at Inchfield Bottom it was an epidemic. Teachers were resigning
on a regular basis: 15 had done so between January 1900 and the decision to form the cricket
club in September 190%? Moreover, some of thoseho remained required bribing to attend

their own classe¥”

The club was established more to counter the problem of teacher retention than scholar loss.
Of ten players identified, eight were teachers. Membership of the club was not restricted to
the Sundy school or chapel. This did not overtly lend itself to the retention of its scholars
and teachers, though that was its purpose. The arrangement was an attempt to bring outsiders
within the chapel orbit and, more pragmatically, to ensure sufficient ngnid@nake up the
teams. The club members were overwhelmingly in workiags occupations still heavily
dependent on the uncertain cotton industry. Of the twelae committee, the eight identified

were all working clas&’® Before the start of its first sgan the club ruled that officers and
committee had to be members of the Sunday school 1%4dlhis prevented the possibility of

a secular governance of the club but it also, in a crucial contrast to Mytholmroyd, excluded
men from the chapel itself.

This had two detrimental effects for the running of the club. First, it limited both the maturity
and the work experience of its membership. In its first season, the average age of the
committee was 248 7KLV ZDV WKUHH \HDUV \RXQJH U t3Nddmiigg 0 \WKR O

year. It also lacked men with administrative experience. Although in its second season the

2)URP D SDSHU p2XU 6FKRODUVY :HHN (YHQLQJVY SUHVHQWHG E\ 0U
the Halifax Sunday School libm, Leeds Mercury2 April 1900.

3 (YHQ +XJK OF/HRG GRHV QRW FRQVLGHU WKLV LQ u7KHZV DQG 6LQHZV
YURP DQ DYHUDJH WIRWiBI®DB®ROMDUBRE Bunday School TeachBGBHHWLQJIV Y OLQXWH \
18951906,CA WM:57.

195 |bid., 1 December 1901The teF KHUV ZHUH LQFOXGHG LQ WKH p6dhoasfoB \VWHPYT G
attendance and punctuality.

1% See Appendix 1Members of Inchfield Bottom UMFC Sunday School CC 19B8en wha too many
possibilitiesexistedto confidently identify an individualthe areahad a very highlrecurrence obumame} the

alternatives served to reinforce the unequivocally workilags backgrounds of the players.

197 Change to Rule 3nchfield Bottom CC Minutg 3 March 1903 .

1% The representative to the Calder Valley Leagvas also 24lohn William Woodhead.
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DYHUDJH DJH RI O\WKROPUR\GYV RIILFLDOV ZDV XQGHU
contained members with both clerical and business experience.

More WHOOLQJ ZDV DQ LPEDODQFH ZLWKLQ ,QFKILHOG %RWW
officers purelyto members of the Sunday school not only meant that it had to be run by an
increasingly demoralised body but it further weakened the link with the chalpehady loose

due to the open membership. It had the widest potential for players but the narrowest
potential for organisers. This was recognised at the end of the first season. The qualification
for officials was extended to all chapel members butdhiae too laté®® In contrast to the
commitment at Mytholmroyd, and despite being a very democratic church, only one of the
trustees or chapel leaders held a position as a club official, and only one other was known to
have taken an active role, and thatdivement did not last beyond the first two yeafs.
Consequently, the cricket club by 1907 was seriously struggling for men willing to run it,
though it limped on for another three ye&rs.

"ot J te d”ei &'%"cte.d fot Ffeco%os

Moses Heap, a Rosg#ale cotton spinner and diarist, wrote in the wake of the 1850 Factory
Act that,

For a while we did not know how to pass our time away. Before it had been all bed
and work; now, in place of 70 hours a week we héa 8burs. It became a practice,
mostly an Saturdays, tplay games, especially football and cricket, which had never
been done beforg?

The factory system made a crucial contribution to cricket and football by remoaldiihgc
prefactory leisure time into a regular form conducive to organised team splotsover,

Heap and his workmates were playing their sp@it beforeTom Brownand anywidespread
muscular Christian disseminatiadill has argued that sport furnishes diffint meanings for
different people. For early beneficiaries of Saturday early closing, cricket held only the
prosaic meaning of getting through a long afternoon.

¥, QFKILHOG % R W WARrRiakMeelingQaxXOmteberlo03.

10 william Jackson was committee chairman in 1904 and also acted as auditor and umpire, Hiram Ashworth

(also a Poor Law Steward) served on the Match Cibteenin1903.

1 The question of lack of officers almost brought the club dopnQFKILHOG %RWWRPu#& & OLQXW |
Meeting, 7 October 1907.

12 Quoted in HeywoodsCloth Caps p. 21.
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Evolving Meanings in Church Cricket

The importance of ventures like club cricket, especiallgdapting to and shaping industrial

societyis illustrated by the range of people who became involved. Influenced by factors such

as social class, gender and age, different meanings were taken from their involvement by
different people. Hardcastle hasted the appearance of many cricket teams during the 1850s

DQG HDUO\ V ZKLFK pZHUH SUREDEO\ TXLWH LQIRUPDO
RFFDVLRQD® IPi® téwbKuH ¥ afiy popular cricket was limited to meanings of a

simple pastime for leg. However, being a member of a formal cricket club heightened
meanings of camaraderie, identity and competition which in turn promoted ambition and
improvement.

Identification with the local community held powerful meanings, with churches and chapels
maintaining a central place in what the Italians calinpanilismd** Identity was reinforced

LQ RSSRVLWLRQ WR WKH pRWKHUY HVSHFLDOO\ LQ IL[WXU
which were frequent in the isolating terrain of Halifax and the Calddtey. Stones
Wesleyans, for example, in their early seasons played mainly clubs in the Ryburn Valley such

DV 6W O0ODU\fV &KXUFK (EHQH]JHU <RXQJ OHQ DQG pu5HFL
Lightlazles at Soyland-> Even prior to leagues, competitive local prisigilled over into
GLVSXWHV ZLWK ,00LQJZRUWK 6W ODU\TfV KDYLQJ WZR
Ovenden Albion and Bradshaw Mills in 188%.The minutes of the Halifax Challenge Cup
committee demonstrated that church clubs weredisposedW R pWEKMH RWKHU FKHHN
were disproportionately involved in dispufes.

In these less than stoical arenas, while there was a dissemination of the reformed sporting
norms of playing fair and, somewhat less so, winning and losing gracefully, this was never
going to be the complete story. The continuation ofrpalern competitive values in church

and other local cricket consequently contrasted with mididiss sports clubs which nurtured
meanings of sociability ahead of contest. Church clubs were in the vdrgfuhat totem of
competiton- OHDJXH FULFNHW 2WKHU WKDQ WKH GHIXQFW WHD
of the primary clubs joined leagues.

3 HardcastlelLost p. 8.

¢ IHUYHQW DWWDFKPHQW MyR, Rt it ffacaRaditk bl 2i@ dRudchYbelDtower, the

campanile

15 Halifax Guardian various dates.

18 fllingworth CC Minute % R R N24 @ctober and 5 December 1887.

17 While forming about one in three of the competing clubs in the eight seasons99,88& objections were

made by church clubs:+ RO\ 7ULQLW\ 6W 7KRPDVYV /XGGHQGHQ )RRW 6W 0DU\T\
$XIXVWLQHYTV p3DULVKN&X92,MULIIX ¥B8BYVIS June 1885, 1 June 1897 and 4 July 1899
respectively.
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The OLPLWV RI WKH GRZQZDUG GLIIXVLR&soRVdéNUAL R HW TV Q
individual level by he pursuit of tangible rewards, including cash. As did others, Stones
Wesleyans paid talent money: $the price of annual membership) for 50 or athiak, and

1/- for a stumping*® Competition was equally ardent for annual club awards, sometimes

made incash. At Outlane there were prizes for batting, bowling, catching and fielding. The
FRQWHVW IRU WKH ODWWHU ZDV VR IHUYHQW WKDW LQ
decisions with reference to the Fielding Prize be placed in envelopes and kegppusgihthe

HQG RI WK BenurR@th® Great War the competition for annual awards was so
LOQWHQVH WKDW 6WRQHY FDPH WR OHJLVODWH WKDW pLI D
LQQLQJV UHFR r@eqarely afeX e War thadt entry in the new minute book of

6W ODU\TV DW /XGGHQGHQ FRQFHUQHG E'ImwtwrehxiickéRZOLQJ
both team and individual achievement were more relevant meanings than social elevation.

The time and thought given to practidestrated the enthusiasm for improvement, especially
FRQVLGHULQJ WKH ORQJ ZRUNLQJ ZHHN 2XWODQH UHVROY
SUDFWLFH EH DOORZHG WLPH 7KDW 7XHYWVEMDis wag KK UV G D\
DOPRVW VFLHQWLILP ORIZHLR WAKP L VHQ DX UDJLQJ VWURNH
LQQLQJIJVYT SURPRWLQJ RFFXSDWLRQ RI WKH FUHDVH 21 DC
records exist, the only one which did not refer to practice was the-Isteattinchfield

Bottom.

Sociability clealy existed in church cricket clubs, alongside its competitive intensity.
Fixtures were played in agreeable circumstances: in summer, over several hours, and
including a tea interval. Like friendly societies, the serious business dovetailed with
conviviality. In addition to posmatch socialising, club events such as suppers, socials and

annual dinners were the norm and developed team spirit.

Church cricket clubs, like friendly societies, -aperatives and workind HQTV FOXEV
provided ordinary men with aapportunity to determine their own affairs. Their decisions

were similarly made through elected committees and officers. These, as seen, consisted of
working men with a mainly lowemiddle-class minority of about a quarter, usually clerks

M HUEWRQHV & &ABrug Xgétiny, 11 October 1920.

M9 N2XWODQH && AptilQ08V H V |

1201bid., 31 May 1915. The minute also shows that the batting team continued to bat even when it had surpassed
WKH RSSRQHQWIV WRWDO

PLOHHWLQJ RI $BNUAOGHQGHE® 6W ODU\TV &&281L QX¥W-H3 % RRN7KH FOXE
was being revived after hang had to finish in 1915, Hardcastlest p. 57.

2 1M2XWODQH &&30un® XWsH V |
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and schoolteachg. The records they left were generally clear and-arginised, giving an
impression of care, even pride.

The grasping of such opportunities was epitomised by Harry Hustwick at lllingworth. His
RELWXDU\ ZDV VLPSO\ DQG DSSVWIZWUENW HDO L HIY W\ WOIOH G
GHPFEW QRWHG WKDW plR PDQ LQ +DOLID[ DQG GLVWULFW
KHOG LQ KLJKHU HVWHHP § :LWK DQ XQUHPDUNDEOH FDUH
mark outside of work. Hustwick helgeo creatawo local leagues the Halifax and District

and Halifax Parish- as well as being secretary for the Halifax Parish Challenge Cup
competition. Primarily, though, his impact was at his own club. This was best illustrated
following the war in hisYLVLRQ IRU WDNLQJ ,00LQJZRUWK LQWR D K
time is now opportune for reconstruction of Cricket & we as a club of the district make
DSSOLFDWLRQ WR SOD\ LQ W KHrhisRvasNWid b dlib cbld rRdamify & R X Q
menlike Hustwick.

Another vision of the future involved age, with the formation at Outlane of a junior team.

This addressed a dearth in organised sport for ordinary boys at a time when drill was
considered sufficient physical exercise at elementary schaots even the popular
1RQFRQIRUPLVW %R\VY DQG $QJOLFDQV /DGVY %U®IDGHV F
7KH FOXE zZzDV D SLRQHHU RI ER\WY FULFNHW ZKHQ HYHQ
photograph 4.1, tended to be composed of adolescents and youpg B WODQHTV MXQLI
was playing fixtures by June 1902 at the latest, its average age béfiig 13.

This move not only sowed the seeds for the next two decades of cricket but also constructed a
family and generational core for the club. With only surrarkeown, of the 14 junior
players found in 1902 only three can be definitely identified as the sons of members, but all
bar two have surnames of previous, older membBé®By contrast only four of the surnames

123 Halifax Courier and Guardian 7 January 1960.

124 Statement of the outcomef the Annual GeneralMHHWLQJ RI ,O00LQJZRPMOKt B9 ODU\TV &
MIRWHERRWURIH+XVYWZLFNT

6w 0ODU\YV ,00LQJZRUWK IHOW FRPSHOOHG WR GHQ\ WKDW LWV /DGYV
:DU HPSOR\HG GULOOLQJ IRU D PLOLWDU\ SXUSR ¥ With TH€ HeRauiburJDGH GLC
Rl ER\V DQG \RXQJ PHQ :KLOH RIIHULQJ JDPHV LQFOXGLQJ D IRRWEDO
ER\V GLVFLSOLQH DQG E\ PHDQV RI GLVFLSWLQBHUWNO I, FRIQQNYZ R O WXQ
Magazne, March1902, WA WDP: 73/17/7.

126 Away to Kirkheaton Parish Church Choifuddersfield Examiner Supplemed# June 1902. Ten players

were identified with an average age of 11.9 yddks Population Censysl901.

127 The fourteen players were William Henry AinjeRRandolph Bray, V. Broadley Harold Crooks George

Dodson Walter S Fielding J. Fielding J. HargreavesJohn JHarrison Harry Hoyle, Fred Pilling, Horace

Roberts A. Wade and George R Walker from Huddersfield Examiner Supplemerd#4 and 21 June 1902.

Pilling and Roberts were sons of-phayers and Crooks of a viggesident. The two definitely unconnected

145



corresponded to chapel members. In 1908, Hath@ fourteen junior players played for the
senior teams, one of whom, Harry Hoyle, was also a committee member from 1909 and
another, A. Wade, from 1916°

The club membership and governanceerav sustaining themselvesthrough family
recruitment: the way in which churches themselves were increasingly dependent for their
members?® Despite a shotived general increase in church membership immediately after
the war, chapel numbers at Outlane had fallen substantially9B®, with a total of 66
members of whom only 17 were maf@.Of these 17, all but six had been members before
the turn of the century. Only three members had joined since 1914, with just one having no
evident family connectioi®® $V FKXUFKHV { P HiyEafamily Zaditida was being

built within their cricket clubs. There are numerous examples such as the Greenwoods and
Helliwells at Mytholmroyd, the Whitwams at Outlane, the Whiteleys at Stones and the
Bottomleys at Rastrick New Roat.

The chapkat Outlane may have missed an opportunity to retard secularisation. The junior
team had emerged from within the cricket club rather than directly from the church itself. It
became in its own way a competitor to the chapel for future membership: a tgpat the

direction of secularism. By 1909 the club had 108 members-dmeta-half times the entire

PDOH FKDSHO PHPEHUVKLS DQG RQH | 8likscRuertl W DQHTV
over a year later a Special General Meeting was held to dishasging the name of the

club. The decision was, though, deferred and the club remained a nominally church one until
after the Great waf* 7KH GHEDWH QHYHUWKHOHVYV VLIQDOOHG WK
main focus of communities was beginning to erode.

were Broadley and Bray, though there was a Joe A. Bray, a chapel member in 1200WODQH 01&
OHPEHUXY30ST

128 pulane CC MinuteV, 190814 .

129 5ee Currie, Gilbert and Horsleghurches and Churchgoensp. 46, 8.

2XWODQH 01& 0HPIBHUINGXLThE prevar figures were 101 and 25 respectively.

31 1pid., 18741923.

132 6 H Mytholmroyd CC Fixture Card§ BIVU W *U H M@hdIRRY® Methodist Cricket Club: A Brief

Histor\ {C&K Website
http://www.ckcricketheritage.org.uk/calderdakalifax/docs/History%200f%20MMCC%20by%20Stuart%2qGr
eenwood.pdfAccessed 25 August 201 Qutlane CC Minuté/, Ju6 WRQHV & & OLQXWHV

HM%DGJIJHU +L0O0 &&Y IRUPHUOC&DNMEWSIEtELFN 1HZ 5RDG &&
[http://www.ckcricketheritage.org.uk/calderdale/badgerhill/clubhomg.Atoessed 25 August 2011; See also

M7KH )DPLO\ 7TUDGLWLRQ DW , 00O IQIZRRIINKK 6\Q RIRG\WRXMH. FNHW &OXE
18841984 pp. 437.

133 Annual Report for 190942 XWODQH & 800 efemed 10P1u2XWODQH 01& QHPEHUVKLSY
UK Population Censu$901

B N2XWODQH &&RFebn@ry VOHLY |

146



Patrons: Donors, Diners and Doers

Hill found middleclass sports clubs operating as part of a social network, a feature identified

by Light in early middleclass cricket clubs in the West Riding, including Halifax Clarence.

Church cricket clubs in Halifaand the Calder Valley also held such a meaning, typically for

some patrons or viepresidents. As elsewhere, churches inaheient parish of Halifakad

a long history of patronage and this remained so in the nineteenth céntBome church
benefactoralso sponsored church cricket clubs. These included the banking Rawson family
ZKR SDWURQLVHG 6RZHUE\ 6W 3HWHUYV &ULFNHW &OXE DV
Triangle and the brewing RamsdenE KR VXSSRUWHG ERWK FKXU§&K DQG F
lllingworth. John Mackintosh backed both Methodism and cricket in the Halifax area. He
became president of the club at his chapel, Queens Road MNC, taking a keen interest in the
game. His biographer stated that Mackintosh

was the friend of all the assiations for the purpose of fostering healthy-dobr

JDPHVY HVSHFLDOO\ IRRWEDOO DQG FULFNHW « )RU ORF
VHUYLFH SDWURQLVLQJ GR]JHQV RI MXQLRU FOXEV DQG
competition amongst local amater*®

Mackintosh became a Liberal councilldhough his politics were pragmatic rather than
ideological™® /RFDO SROLWLFV KRZHYHU GLG LPSLQJH RQ WKH |
affiliation of politicians and businessmen with large popular spouiss is well knowrt®

WKDW ZLWK VPDOO FOXEV LV QRW )J)UDQFKLVH H[WHQVLRC
municipal politics, with its sometimeacrimonious challenge to the Liberals, was reflected in

populist local politicking for the votes of wdrlg men**® The importance of sport in the area

ZDV XQGHUOLQHG E\ ORFDO SROLWLFLDQVY GHVLUH WR EH

A remarkable number of councillors became ypcesidents of even the smallest church
FULFNHW FOXEV 6W lingwrdetD DOYanded XWasByar@ and Inchfield Bottom

had councillors, aldermen and even mayors as their pdffbhorthowram Wesleyans

1 @KDSWHU VL[ p)L QanQraghf reldt[dd Bohathidhirchesand later their cricket clubs.

136 Gerald M. D. HowatJohn MackintoshA Biography /RQGR Q JX Q L R UpiRdXtENSt]

E R\V 1V bEté&nxak, \bcal amateur clubs.

BT5REHUW ) LWhd Madkin®8Y The Oxford Dictionary of Nationdiography
http://www.oxforddnb.com/view/article/38422?docPosA2cessed 14 October, 2012.

138 See, for example, Walvifhe Peopl€ Gamepp. 878.

139'DZVRQ H7KH +DOLID[ ,QGHSHQ G H Quainédits RsXdduBcRiafiH PRAQ WY /DERXU

“0st ThoPDV IV KDG -RKQ /LVWHU DQG %RRWK DW OHDVW ,OOLQJZRUWK
Turner, Geage Ramsden and William Breafalso alderman and mayor), in Anglican tradition, all were
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formed immediately after theGreat Way boasted wo councillors and an aldermaft.
Businessmen were similarly keen te ¥een patronising church clubs. The annual dinner, on

WKH WRS WDEOH ZDV WKHLU PLOLHX DQG ZLWK WKH VDPH
these formed part of a social and business web. The manufacturer, Paul Speak, who attended
lllingworth St ODU\TV GLQQHUV DOVR DWWHQGHG W¥DMnRI ORXC
Taylor Ramsdenwho also went to lllingworth dinnerattended one of an earlier local club,
Ovenden** By contrast, reports of dowto- HDUWK SLH VXSSHUV VXFK DV KHC
1891, and Pellon Lane Baptists and Stannary Congregational in 1895 contain no references to
councillors, businessmen, nor, indeed, clergyfiién.

Clubs were not enriched by patrond@e$W WKH DQQXDO GLQQHU RI 6W 7KR
Rl ZKLFK -RKQ /LVWHU ZDV SUHVLGHQW $OGHUPDQ %RRWK
EHVW FULFNHW HOHYHQV LQ +DOLID[Yf WZR \HDUV HDUOLHU
with a debt of £36% Lister did not bail them out. What he did do was perform a
FKDUDFWHULVWLF SDWURQTV IX&EsserIQomti msmbers Gall D VD C
DWWHQGHG WKH 6W 7KRPDVYV GLQQHU EXW GHVSLWH WKL\
years the leb had disbandetf®

The majority of church cricket patrons or \vpeesidents, however, were working men. They

often followed a route there through playing and administratiden Hoyle of Outlane

played for its norchurch predecessor and was instrumentastablishing the chapel club.

Also at Outlane, Thomas Hoyle and Fred Sykes, players in 1897, and Fred Morton a
committee member in 1908 were vipeesidents from 1915 and another inaugural player,
Walter Crossley was one from 1916. At MytholmroydlBR0 at least four of the 19 vice
presidents had been players and officers; at least another one a player; and at least two more

Conservative/ 2 1. HStartbf Play fn. 89, p. 2; Outlane had William Eastwood, Ovenden had R. Stirk and
,QFKILHOG % RWWRPYY SUHVLGHQW ZDV WKH /LEHUDO DQG ODWHU PD\R
100UV ' +DQVRQ DQG 7 :DWN L QNoROWrBND Bed§je TapCashbiol fod 1920 p

6 H D V R&XWebsite[http://www.ckcricketheritage.org.uk/docs/033108NORTHHEDGETOP681920CB. pdf
Accessed 27 December 2012.

142 Halifax Guardian 17 November 1887 and 10 NovemH&94. Mountain is a very high village between
Queensbury and Bradshaw.

143 Halifax Guardian 8 November 1873.

144 Halifax Guardian 5 December 1891, 16 March and 28 September 1895.

6HH FKDSWHU VL[ P)LQDQFHTY

M EHSRUW RI 6W 7KRPDV KafiffvGia@ianxid ®aGH 13@4HTbe club had in recent years

EXLOW D QHZ SDYLOLRQ pupn30ODQ RI 3DYLGdadRY 6RMWRRZKRFPDVIV &&JE

CMT19/MU:15/12 Halifax Parish Challenge CufReport on Ground§ &$ :<& index pag 18.
147 Halifax Guardian 31 March 1894. This generated £23.
148 g4\ 6W 7KRPDVTV JURXQG KDG EHHQ WDNHQ RYHU E\ D WHDP IURP

Mills, pBSBDULVK &XS 5HS Rintéx fagg nodBR X QG V |
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had acted as officef8? Stones Wesleyans boasted active and committedpvisidents. As
well as their contributions as plageand organisers, they paid their-1€4bscriptions and

supported both cricket and social fundraising events.

+LOOYV FRQWHQWLRQ WKDW FOXEV RIIHUHG D ZLGH UDQJH
case of patrons and viggesidents of church cket clubs. These ran from benevolence, to
political, industrial and social opportunities, to a more prosaic but deeper attachment.

Women and Church Cricket

Academic discussion of the significance of gender in cricket, especially the local game,
remainglargely neglectedby historiansIn his social history of English cricket of almost 400
SDJHV 6LU "HUHN %LUOH\ DOORZHG KDOI D SDJH WR ZRPHH«
ODGLHV >DQG@ RWKHU ZRUWK)\ E¥®WetSieWHudR QrickétHoEibsH P D O H
RI +DOLID[ DQG WKH &DOGHU 9DOOH\ ZHUH WR SOD\ D VPD
VSKHUHVY 7KLV LGHRORJ\ PRVW VWURQJO\ DVVRFLDWH«(
emerged in historical debate during the 1970s and 188@gender became recognised as a

crucial aspect of academic interest.

7KH QRWLRQ Rl phWVHSDUDWH VSKHUHVY ZDV KHDYLO\ SURPR
William Wilberforce and Hannah More. Sarah Richardson considers the notion as prescribing

boundaries between the public and private worlds of the English middle class. While
public life was increasingly seen as an exclusively male domain characterized by the
manly virtues of action, determination and resolution, the domestic setting was where
women's moral virtues of gentleness, tenderness, piety and faith could and should
most fully be developetf*

The FRQFHSWXDO LPSRUWD Qwad gRén jaV &ti8dd sighificbhce Shkotpt BV
influential work by Davidoff and HallFamily Fortunesfirst published in 198%2 Davidoff

DQG +DOO DUJXHG WKDW WKH LGHRORJ\ RI pVHSDUDWH VS
class identity during the last decades of the eighteenth century and the early nineteenth

149william Dewhurst, John EHelliwell, Frank Helliwell, and Irvine Sharp; A. J. Smith; and R. Greenwood and

E. Stansfield respectively. From reported fixtures and club members card49894 0\WKROPUR\G :HVOH\D
6XQGD\ 6FKRRO &ULFNHW &OXE )L[WXUH &DUGVT &$ <&

150 Bjrley, A Social History of English Crickep. 352.

1 6DUDK 5LFKDUGVRQ u3R@omMphrfion td DECehtdi® Brikhld . 1750

52| eonore Davidoff and Catherine Haflamily Fortunes: Men and Women of the English Middle Class-1780
1850(London, Routledge, 2002 edition).
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century. They contended that the middlass sought to employ their growing economic
PXVFOH WR DWWDLQ PRUDO DQG FXOWXUDO DXWKRULW\ R
DUWLFXODWHG ZLWKLQ D JHQGHUHG GBQV¥ HHQ MIQBODRF A Q
WKHLU DSSRPQane SRIOFHWK FRQVLGHUHG WKDW WKLV pG
strong foothold within the working class&.

The extent to which women were in practice confined to the private sphere has not gone
unchallenged. Linda Kerber, writing about the United Stated, Amanda Vickery, writing

about Britain, both considered the idea based far more in rhetoric than reality and having little

to commend it even as an organising social th&8rpespite such qualifications, many
KLVWRULDQV VWLOO FRARADEHILY V8O FBH QY HIQWWERW KRPHT
well into the second half of the twentieth century. Penny Summerfield found at the end of the
6HFRQG :RUOG :DU ZRPHQ EHLQJ UHPRYHG IURP WKHLU pPD
from retaining them by the RUFH Rl FRQYHQWLRQ EXWWUHVVHG E\ DQI
ZKLFK HUHLQVWDWHG PRWKHUKRR G « BA\subntetfidle @hcsted= L D O O \
that there were women willing to relinquish their wartime employment but argued that until

the 1970s wHQ ZHUH pPSHUVLVWHQWO\ UHSUHV H@poe@ iV PDUJ
low-paid, unskilled jobs in anticipation of marriage and motherhood and in sporadic work

when domestic and family life later permitted or necessitafedthile Martin Pugh found

that most women wished to return to the domestic sphere after 1945, he too noted the
FRQWLQXLQJ SUHVVXUH RQ WKHP WR DFFHSW WKHLU punF
churches and literary and commercial soufc@s7 KH QRWLRQ RI pVHSEYODWH VS
EXW zDV DIIHFWHG E\ WKH p1HZ )HPLQLVPY ZKLFK HPHUJH(
WKH ILUVW ZDYH RI pSURQDWDOLVPYT ,WV LPSDFW RQ ZRPH

,Q WKH ILHOG RI VSRUW .HLWK 6DQGLIRUG Ké&pandiKiR ZQ WKI
during the Georgian period it was arrested when Victoria came to the {it@port became

153bid., p. 30.
4 +RZDUWK HP*HQGHU 'RPHVWLFLW\Y S
1% inda Kerber, 'Separate Sphere, Female Worlds, Woman's Place: The Rhetoric of Women's Mistog’,
Of American HistoryVol. 75, No. 1 (June 1988);3; AmandD 9LFNHU\ u*ROGHQ $JH WR 6HSDUL
5HYLHZ RI WKH &DWHJRULHY DQG &KUR QMReOHsioridaIlIqunavalN3g, NBRHQ V +LV
(June 1993), 38314.
% 3HQQ\ 6XPPHUILHOG p7KH\ 'LGQ W :DQW :RPHQ %DOWH an®@theKDW -RE
&RQVWUXFWLRQ RI *HQ Q_abdUH BistoRyURBVieyW/ o1 VR Nd. H (Bfmmer 1998), 894.
Ibid., 86-8.
138 pgh,State and Societpp. 3023.
19 sandiford Cricket and the Victorianp. 29, 4348.
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a way of reasserting masculinity with a resulting hostility to female $ffoFhis antipathy

cut across barriers of both social class and gender. Hottrasd that, despite the disregard

of working men for muscular Christianity, their sport was steeped in their own version of
masculinity’®* Female sport was feared as a threat, by many men (and women), to the wider
gendetbased social order. Jennifer HagpP YHV IR X QG WKDW XS WR ZRPH(
was practically unknown in most locatiot¥$ Philippa Velija, who has in recent years begun

WR DGGUHVV WKH QHJOHFW RI ZRPHQYV FULENHW KDV VKTF
cricket and hockey aR EHFDPH OLQNHG LQ RSSRQHQWVY PLQGV W
VXIITUDJH 6XIITUDJHWWHY GLG FRQVFLRXVO\ WDUJHW VSRL

symbols of male dominatiofi>

The anxiety female sport caused was frequently expressed through Refis $ UDUH ODGL
cricket match took place in the area at Walsden in 1893. The local press was typically

VFRUQIXO p:KHWKHU WKRVH RI WKH IHPLQLQH JHQGHU DU
pastime as those of the opposite sex | do not cardJtd H EXW HYLGHQWO\ « WK
WKLQN WEHRAHHNY LQYROYHPHQW LQ WKH DUHDYTV FKXUTJ
WKHUHIRUH WR EH VHW ZLWKLQ WKH FRQWH[W RI pVHSDUD

Perhaps ironically, considering its conscious stress on manlinessjltlod games became

SDUW RI WKH SURFHVV Rl XQ G% Cdmmercigy atusehdSDformmsH V S K+
from wealthy families, especially Roedean, the opportunities for women in sport slowly
improved. Progress was patrticularly slow and patchy for thatgnajority of women from
unprivileged backgrounds who, aside from pressure to conform to -@poots playing

female stereotype, faced the same lack of resources as theiraménusually more acutely.
Undertaking the bulk of domestic work further IIWiHG ZRPHQTV IUHH WLPH DQC
were far lower than those of working men. For example, in Halifax in 1870, prior to the

textile trade downturn, male woolsorters earned up te 2& week whereas females in

spinning and twisting only between &d14/- per week'®®

10 see Holt,Sport and theBritish, pp. 346 .DWKOHHQ OF&URQH p&ODVV *HQGHU DQG (
c. 1890 fJournal of Sport HistoryVol. 18, No. 1 (Spring, 199115981; Williams, Cricket and England

pp. 924

1 Holt, Sport and the Britishp. 123.

162 Jennifer Hargeaves,Sporting Females: Critical Issues in the History and Sociology of Women's Sport

(London, Routledge, 1994), p. 107.

183 3KLOLSSD 9HOLMD p$ 6RFLRORJLFDO $QDO\WLV RI WKH ([SHULHQFH)
University, 2007), pp. 63&.

1% Todmorden Advertisefl0 June 1893. Quoted in Heywo@lpth Caps p. 137.

5w zDV LOQWURGXFHG DW JLUOVY SXEOLF VFKRROV WR DFFHQWXDWH 1
62.

1% HargreavesHalifax, p. 148.
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%LUOH\YYV YLHZ RI ZRPHQYYVY FRQILQHPHQW WR WKH SURYLYV
roles is, then, largely borne out by church clubs in the Halifax and the Calder Valley into the
1920s. Women, initially, did make their contributittnchurch cricket in the supporting and

ancillary way that they did to the churches themselves. Although there is little evidence of
female spectators attending church cricket matches in their early years, this is most likely
through lack of recording. @ane certainly tried to encourage them through free admission,

at least during the Great W4Y.In 1919, when proposing changes to the pavilion, lllingworth
recognised the need to accommodate lady spectators when the weathéf®dhatguworth

was the onf church club to mention females in its records before 1900, this being in 1898 in

a request to bring food forat!¥8.7KH QH[W UHIHUHQFH ZDV LQ ZKHQ P
daughters baked and set the tables for a tea and social event at which sppages®find

NH\ FRPPLWWHH PHQ pSUH¥énGed Diath[tardBY’WLQJ D FURVYV

Female involvement came about overwhelmingly through family members, especially those
running the club. This was so in 1902 at Inchfield Bottom when the wives or lyossib
mothers of committee members prepared and served supper at Walsden Liberadl Club.
Similarly, with the social and fundraising events inherited from the chapel, tea meetings, held
in 1903 and 1904, when wives of vipeesidents were also involvéf. The sane family ties

were seen at the Rastrick New Road Sunday School club with the six ladies catering for a pie
supper in 19087® Women provided a vital link between family and club. With these

normally being the wives of the most active members, when the mwhlobemmitted men

¥ H2XWODQH & &80un® XoWM6H V |

188 yllingworth CC Minute % R R N27 §eptember 1919.

189 lllingworth CC Minute % R R NL2 Becember 1898.

1702 ¢ . H HSthirt of Play p. 52.

M Mrs Sutcliffe, Mrs Crowther and Mrs Ashwortit, QFKILH O G RYXWZRIWeRetnber 1902.

2L, QFKILHOG %R W WR Rugu&t TODRaNEVIH Vahuary 1905. In 1904, of the eight waitresses, at
least four were wives of committee memb&am Harrison, &hn Ogden William Jackson and Abraham
Fielden and two othersere wives of vicepresidents B. Schofield and a second Abraham Fielden, the other two
ladies were Mrs R. Taylor and Mrs Jabez Sutcliffe who may well have been mothers of the club secretary T. A.
Taylor and James Sutcliffe, respectively. One of the tfeg®le entertainers was Mrs J. T. Barker, wife of a
future committee member and Miss J. H. Jackson was very possibly a daughter of a committee member, vice
president or even the president.

3 Mrs A. Holdsworth, Mrs. J Holdsworth, Mrs Micklethwaite andsMtamsden, Mrs B. Marsden, and

Mrs. L. Woffenden. Almost certainly all were wives of members, at least the first four of whom held office at
VRPH SRLQW u5DVWULFN 1HZ 5RDG &RPPLWWHH OHHWLQJ 2FWREHU
C&K Websiteg http://www.ckcricketheritage.org.uk/calderdale/badgerhill/102908 BH451906 C MApdessed

23 October 2012.
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diminished, as happened at Inchfield Bottom, the accompanying loss of women was a blow to

the running of crucial fundraising events and to the continuity of the'€ub.

Although sparse, what evidence does exist does not suppori BMeHYDOXDWLRQ WKDYV
were patronised: despite their domesyiee duties, women appeared happy with their role. It
FRUUHVSRQGHG ZLWK :LOOLDPVY DVVHVVPHQW WKDW QRW
staging fixtures and fundraising events byt also found them socially rewarditg.A
PHHWLQJ DW ,00LQJZRUWK WR DUUDQJH DQ p$W +RPHY (
IDFWRU DV WKH\ WRRN WKH PDWWHU XS LQ D YHU\ ZKROH
WKH UHIUH V¥RAtSpWes, MissvWibra Joplin, in recognition of her piano playing at

all the concerts and social events held during the war, was presented with a gold ring by the
club which she retained throughout her fifé. Interviews carried out by the Calderdale and

Kirklees Heritage Project with women engaged in the local game since the Second World

War provided an overwhelmingly positive, and frequently affectionate, response. This
attitude was epitomised by three women from Mytholmroyd Methodists (formerly
Wesleyanywho, at the time of the interviews, had between them made teas for 183'Sears.

2XWODQH GLG KRZHYHU SURYLGH VRPH HYLGHQFH IRU %l

granted, at least as regards official acknowledgement. Although minutes were kept fro
RQO\ LQ ZDV LW SURSRVHG WKDW pzZH WKRBQN WKH

Considering the number of social events hosted by the club up to this date, it seems

improbable that this was the first occasion in which women were invdi@hnsiering the

scant attention allowed to the role of women in the realisation of the new chapel in Tom

"\VRQYVY SRHP WKLV PD\ KDYH LQGLFDWHG LQVWLWXWLRQD

The war may well have prompted the overdue recognition at the Outlane club. Paul Ward has
showQ WKDW WKH FRQIOLFW UDLVHG WK¥ HeWRuedahat Ré ZRP HC

174 For example Mrs Sutcliffe, Mrs Crowther and Mrs Ashworth who prepared and setded®t® XEV VXSSHU C
Walsden Liberal Club in December 1902 were the wives of committeemen angdresident respectively.

L, QFKILHOG % R W WR &ds2& DetemBanvi902y

5 williams, Cricket and Englangdpp. 10910.

78 llingworth CC Minute % R R NL5/§1/1907

""UBWRQHV && OLQXWHVT -DQXDU\ 6WDQOH\ 3DOPHU SOD\HU JU!
G H F D 6pdéch 1892 Prize Presentation Stones Cricket Club

7KH O\WKROPUR\G ZRPHQ EHLQJ ODU\ -R\FH ODUJDUHW %RRFRFN DQG
Website http://www.ckcricketheritage.org.uk/docs/2007women/calderdale/3%20Tea%20Ladies.pdf.

M H2XWODQH & &0 Nbv@baras.

180 Starting with a concW LQ 1RYHPEHU Outlané QWWAH FIUGI WD U\TY &RYKPERN RU
December 1897, precise date not given

181 3D X O : DWoBenof Britain Say Go Women's Patriotism in the First World W§ifwentieth Century

British History, Vol. 12, Na 1 (2001), 2345.
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much GHULGHG pRXWEUHDNY RI VRFN NQLWWLQJ VHUYHG DV
support for men at the front and was often a communal and sociable a&fiwtard,
KRZHYHU vDZ WKH LQFUHDVHG DSSUHFLDWLRQ RI ZRPF
accompanied by a backlash against their encroachments into the public'&phere.

7KLY GLFKRWRP\ ZDV HFKRHG LQ WKH HPHUJHQFH RI plHZ
womenfV PRYHPHQW 8S WR IHPLQLVWY KDG FDPSDLJQHG
war brought a significant shift. Susan Kingsley Kent has seen the conflict as causing the
demise of feminism as a mass movent&hshe argued that, in 1918, Millicent Fawcett

National Union of Women's Suffrage Societies (NUWSS) sold out women by acceding to an
age qualification of 30 for female voters. The principle of equality with men, who were to
receive the vote at 21, was thereby jettisoned. This was a particulacksé&bbaorking

women, the great majority of whom were under 30. Kent held that Fawcett was also
reflecting a sea change in attitudes within the country, including among young women, which
opposed feminisn® Kent considered Eleanor Rathbone, leader of thgéoNal Union of

Societies for Equal Citizenship (NUSEG)the NUWSS until 1919 as providing the
GHILQLWLYH VWDWHPHQW RI p1HZ )HPLQLVPY LQ SDWKE

At last we have done with the boring business of measuring everything that women

want or hat is offered them by men's standards ... At last we can stop looking at all

RXU SUREOHPV WKURXJK PHQYV H\HV 'H FDQ GHPDQG
because it is what men have got, but because it is what women need to fulfil the
potentialities of lheir own natures and to adjust themselves to the circumstances of

their own lives:®®

Kent argued that a hostile af@minist (even antfemale) reaction occurred with men
UHWXUQLQJ IURP WKH IURQW 'HPDQGV IRU ZRPHLHAV HTXD
threat to the mucklesired returnto a pré DU pQRUPDOF\Y $WWHPSWV [UHT
ZHUH PDGH WR IRUFH ZRPHQ RXW RI pPHQTVY MREV DQG W
and sexual violence towards women and girls. This reaction was, Kdahded, one of two

factors signalling the decline of popular feminism. The other was the split in the movement

1821bid., 30-1.

183 bid., 25, 42.

B6XVDQ .LQJVOH\ .HQW p7KH 3ROLWLFV RI 6H[XDO 'LIITHUHQFH :RUOG :
Journal of British Studigs/ol. 27, No. 3 (July 1988), 23253.

185 bid., pp. 2356.

1% bid., 240.
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ZKHQ WKH pROGY MHTXDOLW\Y IHPLQLVWY DEDQGRQHG WKt
HGLIIHUHQFHY NewPRe@ihishWrither than tatking patriarchy argued for the
HFRPSOHPHQW Diemle\ [diff&réncBsD @antl was, Kent contended, in effect a
UHDIILUPDWLRQ R|1EIBVHSDUDWH VSKHUHVY

Sue Innes, who has perceived a less eleadfW GLYLVLRQ EHWZHHQ p20G¢Y DQ
saw the latHU DV KDYLQJ EHLQJ pIXOO\ DUWLFXODW®Thg DV HDL
green shoots of the equaktifference division were visible even earlier in the campaign for

female suffrage. By 1916 it was apparent that women would be receiving thewateyas

uncertain which womeft? The strongest case made in favour of female suffrage had been

the contribution of female munitions workers to the war effdrBugh, however, has argued

that these women were deliberately excluded from the franchis&lBitb help douse their

ambitions to retain their wartime work with its better pay and conditions in the face of
GHPRELOLVLQJ PHQ 'XULQJ WKH \% IHPDOH ZRUNHUYV
marriage'® In 1918 the vote was decided on New Feminist linesak given to women in
recognition of their newly beatified private sphere roles as mothers and wives, for not
obstructing the participation and possible sacrifice of their sons and husbands in the war.

The oteRIHEULOH GHEDWH RY Hépaafe Bph&€ds\appliBdadisgorDa3 GelVas
work and was given added impetus and significance during and after the Great War. From
WKH pOXQLWLRQHWWHVY FRPSHWHG LQ SRSXODU FKDU!
DQG RQ 7\QHVLGH SX®@DLW GRIR &PWeEMMEXBPHWWHVY IRRWEDC
women lost their jobs but the game continued after the war, with Dick, Kerr Ladies from
Preston playing Tyneside in front of 30,000 spectators in April 1919 and 53,000 (with 10,000
locked out) at Eerton on Boxing Day 1928* Alethea Melling found that during the 1921
PLQHUVY ORFNRXW ZRPHQ ZHUH HQFRXUDJHG E\ PLQHUYV

¥71bid., 241.

‘%8 bid., 245.

189 Sue Innes, 'Love and Work: Feminism. Family and Ideas of Equality and Citizenship, Britait 4380

(PhD Thesis, University of Edingburgh, 1998), p. 130.

iziHaroId L. Smith,7KH % ULWLVK :RPHQTV 6 X-1928yHado®, Ddhgian, 2Q07), pp. 780.
Ibid., p. 80.

192 Martin Pugh,State and Society: A Social and Political History of Britain since 1@%Mdon, Hodder

Education, 2008), pp. 175, 177.

¥ H)RRWEDOO RQ-7\QMdnGuh,

|http://www.donmouth.co.uk/local history/great war football/great war football.odessed 22 October

2012.

19 bid.; HargreavesSporting Femalesp. 142.
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Wigan to play football to raise monéy. $V ZLWK ZRUN WKLV UHYLGHQFH R|
gender raés was attacked at every opportunity with the objective of pushing women out of
PDOH VSKHUHV EDFN LQWR WKH K RirHY° T GasMikdidatly |RR W E L
due to political fears over crowds of striking men and their women which Mellingdered

PD\ KDYH LQIOXHQFHG WKH )$V FRQGHPQDWLRQ RI WKH Il
WRRN WR GHQ\ LWV PHPEHUVY JURXQGYVY WR WKHP ,Q MX\
gender prejudice and anxieties about a threat to the manliness ofRit¢ ggEHLQJ PFRPSHO!
to express their strong opinion that the game of football is quite unsuitable for females and
RXJKW QRW WR ®HHWGERMUWIKHEFT OHOOLQJ FRQFOXGHV WK
may not have dramatically changed the lives of wardlass women, but in terms of self
DZDUHQHVV LW Z#V TXLWH UDGLFDO 1

-HQQLIHU +DUJUHDYHV H[DPLQLQJ IHPDOH VSRUW KDV
presaged by the early team games which appeared from pidd® VV JLUOVY FROOH
clubs. HargreaHV VDZ ZRPHQYV RUJDQLVHG VSRUW IURP WKH
HVHSDUDWLVWY JDPHYV- & HemaldapprGphibxeGhased o @ prevailing

biological and psychological assumptions and that vigorous physical exercise ran counter to

the domest ideal’®® She found that although female sport expanded rapidly during the
suffrage campaigns, particularly after 1900, sportswomen were not normally enthusiastic
feminists?®® Moreover, young women from privileged backgrounds werecseibciously
MGLIOWMUTH DQ[LRXV QRW WR EH SHUFHLYHG DV FKDOOHQJLQ

of play, they reverted to conventional bourgeois feminine ¥pe.

Hargreaves, like Kent, believed feminism to be in decline after the Great War as women were
bombarded by media campaign which extolled the housewife as the ideal of womanhood.
'"HVSLWH WKLV VKH VDZ WKH ZDUWLPH H[SHULHQFH DV SD
WKH GHYHORSPHQW #InZRRit Wifliama/saR Ha\expahsion of the female

game in the 1920s and 1930s as a legacy of the conflict and the confidence which women

SAIHWKHD OHOOLQJ M33OXFN\ /DVVHV" 33HD 6RXS” DQG 3ROLWLFV 7KF
OLQHUVI2XRWNQ :LJIJDQ Dred@ntématibKaf Journal of the History of Spoxfol. 16, No. 1

(1999) 3864.

0 pid., 51.

97 bid., 53.

198 pid., 59.

199 HargreavesSporting Femalegp. 301, 40, 51.

20hid., pp. 36, 42.

21 hid., p. 85.

22 bid., pp. 1123.
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gained from % This growth was greatly promoted, especially in the South, by the
HVWDEOLVKPHQW RI WKH :RPHQYV &ULFNHW $VVRFLDWLR
womenfV JDPH WKH :&% ZDV IRXQGHG LQ WKH \HDU IROORZLC(
Rl piHZ )HPLQLVPY DQG ZDV HVWDEOLVKHG YHU\ PXFK RQ
lacrosse and hockey players based at the elite Malvern Célfeigérought a liberatiorut

of limited extent, being a very narrowly based organisation: upper and middle class, centred

on the Home Counties, antipathetic to leagues, and adhering to the view that, as with work,
FULFNHW VKRXOG EH JLYHQ XS RQ PD lbkbpbhytéproducdad th& $TV FR
subordination of gender to the socislatus quoevident in August 1916 when the
&RQVXOWDWLYH &RPPLWWHH RI :RPHQYV 6XIIUDJH 6RFLHW

pulled up the ladder leaving young, working women without the 3ot

Velija argues that the WCA developed by not challenging the male game, being careful to
proclaim its own inferiority as well as separateness. It also showed no inclination to develop

the cricket of poorer women and this clssed attitude was attedtto by placing the
IXQGLQJ RI WKH VSRUW RQ L VheRW @A wad edasequerfly WkIiRIK O G H U \
direct relevance to ordinary women in northern industrial areas, for whom cricket lagged

behind their political enfranchisement which finally camé&928.

Female cricket was, then, a very rare occurrence in Halifax and the Calder Valley during the

late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries and it took a further decade to change this

situation. It was 1931 that saw the creation of the YorkshiB®MHQTV &ULFNHW )HGFE

(YWCF) and the successful launch of female cricket in Brigh6Us€he following year,
ZRPHQYVY WHDPV IURP %ULJKRXVH +DOLID[ DQG 6RZHUE

Inter-City League’®® The YWCF was quite different in origiand outlook to the WCA. The

:&% ZzDV EDVHG RQ MVHSDUDWHQHVVY DQG WKH SKLORVRSK

in an area in which leagues were the powerhouse of cricket and most other sports, the YWCF

was set up and run by men from existing leagugsK LV DUUDQJHPHQW ZLWK WKH

PXWXDOO\ EHQHILFLDO ZLWK WKH HQFRXUDJHPHQW RI1 ZRF

23 illiams, Cricket and Englandpp. 94111.

24 HargreavesSporting Females.127.

25gmith, :RPHQYV 6,/181D JH

2 9HOLMD |KBPHNHW DQG *6IQGHUY SS

27 3HWHU 'DYLHV M%RZOLQJ ODLGHQV 2YHU DQG WKH %HJLQQLQJV |
Sport in History Vol. 28, No.2 (2008) 28@98.

28 jilliams, Cricket and Englangdp. 97.
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IRU WKH PHQYY JDPH WKURXJK WKHLU UHQWLQJ RI OHDJXH

spectatorg®®

There was no faale church cricket in the area which, with the predominance of women in
churches and chapels, may at first sight appear strange. It would have been rare, however, for
any one church to have had sufficient females of a suitable age and inclination. @hebon
propriety probably also remained tighter on female churchgoers than eadherents

making it more difficult to engage in an activity considered masculine.

As already noted, the role of females in the church cricket clubs was of a typicallytsugppor

and domestic nature. But there was nothing to suggest that it was considered servile or
GHPHDQLQJ 5DWKHU ZRPHQYYVY FROQWULEXWLRQ WR WKH FO
RI ZRPHQYY SODFH LQ ZLGHU VRFLHW\ DW mar& gositwePH -RD
aspect to New Feminism than KéMt. % RXUNH DUJXHG WKDW GXULQJ WKH
HFRPSOHPHQWDU\Y IHPLQLVP DO O RZhd GonteddetRat ivwas Ré GL QD!
conscious ideal of most women to become housewives and that¢isiented an opportunity

to not only escape usually mundane paid employment but to consolidate their power over
husband and children and enhance their social standing which was perceived as dependent on

the domestic not the employment sphere.

%RXUNH LQGHHG DUJXHG WKDW KR XwdeZtheydeparationZof LW L Q
3KLV" DQG 3KHU Nt oHe ¥mphasB@&iEHR Y¥remiim placed on housewifery and

the demand for domestic education, with girls sometimes extending thenl gelos for this

and women who missed the opportunity at school were anxious to join evening classes.
Honing skills in cookery and other domestic areas were seen as raising the prestige of
housewives. These skills brought benefits to cricket clubs whickuin gave women
RSSRUWXQLWLHYV WR GLVSOD\ WKHVH pSULYDWHY VNLOOV L

Bourke noted that domestic bliss was not the lot of every housewife but flair in managing a
home and family generally brought them prestige. Moreover, the continaoegptance of
domestic servitude was refuted by Kent herself, in a later work, when she contended that after
WKH ZDU ZR-Bdteény Wadvrided [to a point at which many refused to enter domestic

service even in the face of the high unemployment from 3821

209 il pp. 99100.

#9Bourke,WorkingClass Culturespp. 6371. ltalics are original.

21 1bid., pp. 678.

#2gysan Kingsley KenGender and Power in Britajrl640-1990(London, Routledge, 1994), p. 298.
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Moreover, the noplaying participation of women in church cricket clubs did evolve in the
aftermath of the war. This was first apparent in their involvement in the actual organisation of
social functions and then in their acceptance as memberslidgwibrth women were
admitted in October 1920, partly in acknowledgement of their efforts in raising the £200 to
fund the improvements required to join a higher led&gtiat other church clubs, Miss Selina
Barrett became viepresident at Stones in 1920 ahds J. W. Helm was a member at
Rastrick New Road no later than 1924 Ordinary women were rarely able to join sports
clubs before the war. The change had a profound meaning for them: they were now formally

included in what was once an exclusively maleesph

A subtle but significant change had also taken place at lllingworth. Malialés women with

few work and domestic commitments had opportunities to involve themselves in acceptable
YROXQWDU\ RUJDQLVDWLRQV VXFK DV 6F&RRY QWRRPGEQ TV
Guilds. Cricket clubs gradually provided occasions for women from wokass
EDFNJURXQGYVY WR EH LQYROYHG LQ RUJDQLVLQJ DFWLYLWL
and whist drive in September 1920 were run by women. These wengsagenerally the

case, wives or relatives of the men running the club, in this instance wives of a committee
PHPEHU DQG WKH QH[W FD&WDLQ RI WKH FOXEfV VW ;,

Women supported men in ancillary, rather than playing, roles in church cricket clubs at this
tLPH :LOOLDPV DUJXHV WKDW WKLV VHUYHG*RisWasL QIRUFF
clearly so. However, this distinction was now occurrimighin the organisation and their

functions were becoming more autonomous and less mundane. The minutes at lllingworth
confirm that they saw their inclusion as an opportunity, a form of emancipation. They were
engaged in a democratically elected body, a prdét&efreshment Committee, placing their

own stamp on the club and extending their remit to organising social excursions. They were
active not passive, and independent in their own &feZKH\ VWLOO GLG QRW HQW

213 2 q . H HSthiIrt of Play pp. 4950.

2 HU6WRQHV && OLQXWHVIuS5DYWWREMUHZ 5RDG && OB&EHUVYT /LVW D

Websitghttp://www.ckcricketheritage.org.uk/docs/041408BADGERHILL2381924ML1928Sulsmtessed

232FWREHU OUV +HOP KDG SDLG D uSULYDWHY VXEVFULSWLRQ VLQ
OHPEHUVY /LVW DQG&% WSO FH 6KHHW T

[http://www.ckcricketheritage.org.uk/docs/041408BADGERHILL1281912ML1913B$ Adfessed 23 October

2012.

215 2 4. H HSthIrt of Play p. 53. The ladies were Mrs T. Amiss and Mrs T. Farrar.

Aowjilliams, & KXUFKHV 6SRUWp.OZ8& ,GHQWLWLHVY

271,00 L QJZRILQNKKN & &% R Belemijer 1898.
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demesne of cricket itself. Nor teere any indication that women attended the three general
meetings which followed their admittance to the dtib.

Female members of cricket clubs brought even greater benefits than the tangible ones of
fundraising. Peter Borsay holds that the family waseptially the biggest influence on

leisure pursuits, just as it was for religious practiceds already contended, women greatly
HOQOKDQFHG WKH FOXEVY IDPLO\ FKDUDFWHU DQG WKURXJK
clubs like lllingworth and Staes helped to strengthen their core membership, the lack of

which brought down the Inchfield Bottom club, and doubtless many others beside.

7KH DUHDYV FKXUFK FULFNHW SURYLGHG RQH UHPDUNDEO
Stones Wesleyans. Barretagvan example of a groundbreaking life which confronted gender
barriers without the support of a wealthy family and a privileged background and whose
achievements were consequently overlooked outside the ré§iGkH EHFDPH uDWWDF!|
WKH FO X EtfknolwkVif thi¢ wafas a member) in 1910. As seen, she became-a vice
president in 1920, and was president from 1931 until her death in December 1938. The
KHDGOLQH RQ KHU RELWXDU\ pu:RPDQ 3UHVLGHQW RI &ULF
was considerd even on the brink of the Second World .

%DUUHWW zZDV D PHPEHU RI WKH ORFDO /LEHUDO 3DUW\
/ILEHUDO $VVRFLDWLRQ ZKLFK %Z%SISWM\M%Q/e@RJ%lQIW,\/aVXIIU[
vice SUHVLGHQW RI WUHmMprEdaK §ocie§ from 193%. Her obituary
carried the sub WLWOH p&OXE 2IILFLDO :KR :DV 1R OHUH )LJXUHKH
opinion in 1938 found the idea of an active female cricket club president stranger still. Her
involvement was voudd for by representatives at her funeral from three cricket clubs, a
ORFDO IRRWEDOO WHDP DQG D VRFLDO FOXE*DV ZHOO DV W

There is no written evidence of Barrett being officially involved in purely cricketing
committees andhe club minutes indicate a mainly honorific involvement. She presented
medals and prizes in 1921 and chaired an annual tea committeé*1928. obituary,

218 2 q . H HSthrt of Play p. 534.
#9Borsay,A History of Leisurep. 132; Currie, Gilbert and Horsle@hurches and Churchgoers 46.
220 Her father was a cotton mule spinner in 1881, though by 1891 he had become a grocer. There was no servant
in the householdJK Population Censusg$881, 1891.
Z;Obituary of Selina Barrettialifax Weekly Courier and GuardiaB1 December 1938.
Ibid.
22 UBWRQHV 0,6 0L Q %22 Buvie 1914
2 $SDUW IURP 6WRQHV :HVOH\DQ && 6RZHUE\ 6W 3HWHUYTV DQG 7ULDQJ
with Rishworth Football Club and Beaumont Bros. Social ClObituary of Selina Barrett.
25 16 W R Q B IVQ&&EENbOFember 1921, 26 September 1932; 31 October 1927.
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WKRXJK QRWHG WKDW pVKH WRRN D OLYHO\ LQWHUHVW L
missed @ LPSRUWDQW JDPH DQG ZDV KHOG LQ KLJK®HVWHHP
Barrett was clearly influential and demonstrated that important positions in local cricket clubs

were not entirely a male preserve and could hold meanings for women beyond that of a
VXSSRUWLQJ UROH DQG DQ RSSRUWXQLW\ WR VRFLDOLVH
almost all of its clergymen.

After the Great War, church cricket clubs made a small contribution to the emancipation of
ordinary women by attaching tennis sens. From the late nineteenth century tennis had
been regarded as an acceptable sport for females but had in practice been restricted-to middle
class women, McKibbin considering this to be so even during theviteperiod?’ Many
working-class women hador the first time, an opportunity to compete with and against men.
Women were involved in running the sporting activities at lllingworth following the
amalgamation of the cricket and tennis cléfisStones had a tennis club from at least 1923,

in which yyDU WKH FOXEVY |LQ! @herkeVchdreheHtheh@el'sHeStablished
tennis clubs, there was often a close association with the cricket club. For example,
I1RUWKRZUDP :HVOH\DQ &ULFNHW &OXE IRUPHG LQ FDP
club founded around the same time and held a joint fundraising concert in the Sunday school

in November that yedr?

This particular aspect of church cricket was shiged. The tennis club at Illlingworth was
disbanded before the Second World \AaThe one at ®nes had an even earlier demise; the
court had been turned into a practice wicket by ¥83With the meaning for many in tennis

clubs being courting rather than sporting, this was perhaps a consequence of increasing social
outlets throughout the area, fiawlarly the boom in dancing from the 19783,

Women were vital to church cricket in Halifax and the Calder Valley. This was seen initially
and mainly in a supporting and domestipe capacity, and through establishing family
bonds with the clubs. HowedU 9LFNHU\ KDV FKDOOHQJHG WKH SHUFHS:S

226 Opituary of Selina Barrett.

227 McKibbin, Classes and Culturepp. 361, 369.

228 H,O0LQIJZRUWK && OLQXWH %RRN § 7KH DPDOJDPDWLRQ ZDV UDWL
November 1921. Joint membership was 10/6d for both men and women.

2 UBWRQHV && OLQXWHVY 2FWREHU

230 -RKQ 216KHD p7KH %LUWKIRIRD VEIOKEUDP +HGJH 7RSY H[ 1RUWKRZUI
C&K Website, http://www.ckcricketheritage.org.uk/calderdale/northowramhedge/docs/TheBirthofaClub.pdf.

#1Tony Woodhouse, OOLQJZRUWK 6W ODU\TV &ULFNHWI188QKF. &HQWHQDU\ %UR
2 N6WRQBINVQ&SV HV | 2FWREHU

23 HargreavesHalifax, pp. 2156; Heywoods|n a League of their Owrpp. 20910; Mitchell, Brighouse: Birth

and Deathp. 157.
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of a sexual division of labour within institutions [ifje same thing athe separation of
SXEOLF DQG S U wbriémin\¢iBukch tiieketin the area, despite the same sphere

of activity had nonetheless made some progress by moving into in a new public sphere.
Moreover, as Bourke holds, domestigented duties could themselves be empowering and
EULQJ SUHVWLJH $V UHJDUGV WKH HIIHFW RI WKdd ZzDU 3
WUDGLWLRQDO LGHDV DER XWhw Kad ndtRI€aHWsoRWokvel HadWmadR V H [+
their case for electoral equality accepted by 1928. And inX81&8 church cricket in the

Halifax area, changing attitudes were evidenced by women becominberseof clubs and

taking on roles beyond that of the purely domestic. By 1931 women were playing cricket and

one woman, at least, held the position of Club President.

Members and the Great War

The war and its aftermath had the effect of galvanising threlraeship of the primary church

clubs which had survived to 1914. Heeemerged strengthened. Stones Wesleyans won the

first postwar Halifax Amateur League Cup Final. lllingworth won the Halifax Parish League

and, as did Outlane, was soon moving into #ebettandard leagufé® As noted, the end of

hostilities actually brought a revival, albeit a short,oh€) WKH DUHDYV FKXUFK FULF

7ZR ,OO0LQJZRUWK PHPEHUYV ZHUH YLFWLPV RI WKH ZDU EXW
more graphically seen than det Mytholmroyd Wesleyan Sunday school ¢lwihich lost

eleven membersan entire tearfi®’ By 1919, however, it was again fielding two teams and

its officers had increased from 10 to 12 and its number ofpriesidents from 10 to 8% In

1919 Stones demomated as much continuity as would be expected over anyyése

interval with the same president and the same number opwstdents and officers. Four

officials were the same and had been joined by the former first team c&p@&yn1921 the

number ofofficials had increased to 18 and its vjmesidents from two to ten.

BY9LFENHU\ p*ROGHQ $JHT LWDOLFV RULJLQDO

25 pygh,State and Societp. 175.

2% The effects ofthe war andits immediate aftermattDUH DOVR GLVFXVVHG LQ FKDSWHUV
MLQDQFHY DQG HLJKW p&RPPXQLW\ 6HUYLFHY 6WRQHVY GHIHDWHG 5L
Yorkshire Cricket Council and Outlane (by now independent) into Hluddersfield and District Cricket

Association.

BT +DUU\ 1HZVKROPH DQG -RKQ 7XUQHU RI ,00L Gthrt RUPEKp. B AH NLOOHG
Mytholmroyd Hermon Beverley, Harry Watson, William S. Todd, John T. Greenwood, Herbert Sutcliffe,

Thoma Carter, Earnest C. Hopkinson, Willie Thorpe, Archibald Simpson, Frank Crabtree and John Helliwell

were lost. Information from a framed memorial compilation of photographs kept at the chapel.

Z8 JO\WKROPUR\G )L[WXUH &DUGVY DQG

Z9C. Barrett, G.: KLWHOH\ ) %HYHUOH\ 6 3HDUVRQ DQG % 5LOH\ p6WRQHV
1914 and 30 September 1919.
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The situation was similarly healthy at lllingworth and Outlane, although the latter club had,
perhaps unsurprisingly, lost seven vpresidents between 1914 before finally securisg i

ground and future in 1921. Whereas in 1914 there were five chapel members as officials or
vice-presidents now there were none. The break with the chapel in 1919 may possibly have
been responsible for two, but by 1922 the other three were dead and/¢herenly 15 male

members of the chapel itséff Another measure of the potential for membership as a
FRQVHTXHQFH RI WKH EUHDN ZLWK WKH FKDSHO ZDV WKH
WKH YLOOD@esidenes? YLFH

A Non-Church Comparison: Lumbutts CC.

Lumbutts, despite its selection as a secular equivalent to church clubs for comparative
analysis, conspired to reveal that the contribution of religious organisations to popular cricket
exceeded a simple count of their clubke inaugurailvinner ofthe Calder Valley Leagu@

1891, Lumbutts was formed its almost mountainous industrial village above Todmorden. It
was the type of community in which social life classically revolved around the diapak
Methodists there did form a Sunday school club in the early 1920s during the brigfgpost
renaissance of church crickét.

The club corresponded in social composition to the church clubs investigated, such as Stones
and Outlane, see table 4.1. It vamost indistinguishable from that of Inchfield Bottom ten
years later, with at least eleven members directly employed in &ttdhe honorific office

of president in 1891 was a clerk. The three officers identified were all working men, see table
4.2. Tre club disbanded in 1912, two years after Inchfield Bottom, accompanying the
collapse of the Calder Valley League itself. Although the club had started to run down its
operations, it still had a committee of ten plus two officers. The four identified mwere

240 |llingworth had the same number of officials with continuity through Harry Hustwick, James A. Jenkinson

and Clement Pickles, AGMs of DQG H,OOLQJZRUWK && OLQXWH %RRN ¢
October 1919. Outlane had 12 vipeesidents in 1921 with continuity through five: H. Ainley, W. H. Ainley, J.

Crooks and J. H. Noble. The president remained and the officials increased 2 to 13 with H. Gee, F.

Ireldale and J. Whitwam appearing in both committees. The deceased chapel members Joe Pearson, Fred Sykes
and George Holroyd had all been wvigeesidentslt is not known, though doubtful, whether the other two, Ben

Hoyle and John Birkinshaw, as lotigne club members had left because of the spgi2 XWODQH 01&
OHPEHUYX4,3922.

2 U2XWODQH && OLQXWHVY ODUFK

242 5ee GilbertReligion and Socty, pp. 1124.

243 Ralph Wilkinson,Unto the Hills: The Story of Methodism in Lumbutts, 18981 S $ %R\VT %ULJDG
cricket league was also formed in the Halifax area in 1921, running until1931 (information courtesy of Andrew
Hardcastle).

244 35ee Appendi 12 Members of Lumbutts Cricket Club, 1892ne member, Thomas Greenwood, was either
butcheror a cotton weaverAnother,Edwin Howarth wasindirectly employed ircottonbeing engaged in the
manufacture of pickerstheleather attachments used to @rithe shuttle across a weaving loom.
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working-class occupatior$® By then it had a solicitor in the honorific position of president
and, as the church clubs, councillors as vice presidéhts.

7TKH FOXEYYVY FRQQHFWLRQV ZLWK WKH YLOODJHYV 8QLWH:
Methodist Chuech) chapel are striking. donversazionlK HOG LQ WKH FKDSHO(fV 6XQ
April 1891 had two, and probably four, cricket club members out of a total of eleven males
running stalls or entertainirf§’ On a conservative assessment there were four oticketcr

club members from 1891 who were trustees or pew holders (or their widows were by that
time) in 1912**® Additionally, from 1910, there were four officials who were trustees,

another who was a pew holder and one-ypigssident who was a pew holdé? Since 1894,

the chapel at Lumbutts had shared its minister with that of Inchfield Bottom in & quasi
parochial rather than itinerant system in the Todmorden circuit, probably due to a clerical
shortageé®® Apart from personal links, the cricket club had usebotHt FKDSHOfTV VFKRROL
ZDV KHUH WKDW WKH FOXE FHOHEUDWHG ZLQQLQJ WKH &DC
DQG HQWHUWDLQPHQWY LQ ZKLFK u SDUWRRN « WKH VFK

One reason that Lumbutts was not a church club raag been residual opposition within

WKH FKDSHOfV KLHUDUFK\ $OWKRXJK WKH FKDSHO KDG K
UHJXODU EDVLV D UHTXHVW WR GR VR IRU pDQ HQWHUWL
IRUPDOO\ WR UWKH /XPEXO/QWVLQVLNVWHWI&WXKDW pWKDW Q

25 The president waslbert Midgley 7KH FRXQFLOORUV ZHUH - $QGOH\ DQG - :LONLQ'
OLQXWHVTY ODUFK
2 UIXPEXWWYV && OLQXWHVY -DQXDU\ 7KH SUHVLGHQW ZDV -RKQ

the treasurer, William H. Bentley, a cotton millhand; William Pickles, a cotton weaver; James Needham, a

cotton warp dresser; and Thomas Webster, ieéilfeardroom worker or a groom/gardener.

47 Todmorden Advertiser3 April 1891. Frank Halstead and Frank Taylor are reasonably certain, the
MSUREDEOHVY EHLQJ ->DPHV@ :LONLQVRQ DQG 7>KRPDV@ *UHHQZRRG
Fielden were @ common in the Todmordddebden Bridge areas that there is always a little more doubt than

usual.

248 Fred Halstead, (Mrs) William Sunderland, Charles Jackson and Crossley Wilkinson. Strong possibilities
include Crossley Sutcliffe, (Mrs) G Holden and (M#sBentley.

2% These were respectively: William Henry Bentley, Thomas Webster and Thomas Law, James Wilkinson (later

vicee SUHVLGHQW -DPHV /RUG DQG -RKQ *UHHQZRRG P/ XPEXWWYV && 0LQ
January 23 1912pu/ X P E X W W ValdH 215 WikMson,Unto the Hills p. 41.

0 8QwWLO IXPEXWWYV 80)& DQG ,QFKILHOG %RWWRP 80)& ZHUH LQ WK
RSHUDWHG RQ D URWD EDVLVY DIWHU WKLV pWKH :DOVGHQ OLQLVW
Wilkinson, Unto the Hills p. 42. In 1907 the chafs (and circuit) both became part of the new United

Methodist Church formed when the UMFC, Methodist New Connexion and the Bible Christians denominations

united.

B LWK D PSXEOLF WHD Ddgdorde Nivedisa Qdeaded WBD1. Concerts carother
entertainments continued, but only on one other occasion is the venue recorded, that again being at Oldroyd, the
receipts and expenditure being noted in February 1910.
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DOORZHG WR EH VDPEThR dverti@s haldktihtyed \at hearP GUR\G TV

Schoolinstead®®

The main explanation for Lumbutts being a village rather than chapel club, however, was the
FKXU ¥ Ye¥el of membership. The village itself, let alone the chapel, would have
struggled to produce sufficient members to support the two sides which played in the Calder
9DOOH\ DQG 7TRGPRUGHQ DQG 'LVWULFW /HDJXHV itsf KH FKD!
membership almost doubled between 1897 and 1902, suggesting that it was sparsely
patronised at the time the cricket club was forfff&ddad it not been for the Wesleyan
secession of the 1830s there may well have been a chapel club -dbaexankinhoés
accommodating the Lumbutts playét3.This was one occasion in which their divisions

resulted in fewer not more Methodist cricket clubs.

Conclusion

Church cricket was in the vanguard of popular organised cricket. Working men dominated
both themembership and the running of church cricket clubs. Moreover, more thdiftbne

of members were unskilled workers or labouféfsThere was a disproportionately high
number of middleclass, usually lowemiddle-class, officers. Despite the potentiabnd
sometimes, actual social division from the later 1880s, church clubs exhibited class co
operation.

7KH FOXEVY PHPEHUVKLS VXSSRUWH &lagsketginur Sdhdrdneey W L F
particularly at their outset when most had church or Sundhgo$ qualifications. The

holding of important offices in both club and church was far earlier and more prominent
within Methodism than Anglicanism. Chapels, in return, also benefited more than churches
from the experience gained by their members in rupaiicket clubs.

2\ilkinson, Unto the Hills p. 17.

23 hlumbutts CC Treasuref§ Bod § 21 October 1899. This was Oldroyd Independent Methodists, another
EUHDNZD\ IURP ODQNLQKROHYV ZKRVH FKDSHO RSHQHG LQ H20G
Todmorden and Walsd¢http://todmordenangalsden.co.ul/28 February 2012.

#4wilkinson, Unto theHills, p. 19. Wilkinson gave no adequate explanation. He stated that Todmorden was
growing in population and prosperity but the implied suburbanisation would not convincingly account for this
sudden bom.

% The congregation at Mankinholes Wesleyans split over the cedidgeation and authority of ministers as
well as social factors. The rebels formed their Wesleyan Methodist Association chapel at Lumbutts about half
mile away. See Appendix 2 Methodiddivided in Halifax and the Calder Valley

%% Depending on multiple possibilities found in the population censuses, this wa& @it of a total known
membership of 146 (excluding clergy). That is, between 21.2 and 22.6 per cent.
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