
University of Huddersfield Repository

Williamson, Sarah

Making is connecting...

Original Citation

Williamson, Sarah (2010) Making is connecting... In: University of Huddersfield Research Festival 
2010, 8-18 March 2010, Huddersfield University. (Unpublished) 

This version is available at http://eprints.hud.ac.uk/id/eprint/10769/

The University Repository is a digital collection of the research output of the
University, available on Open Access. Copyright and Moral Rights for the items
on this site are retained by the individual author and/or other copyright owners.
Users may access full items free of charge; copies of full text items generally
can be reproduced, displayed or performed and given to third parties in any
format or medium for personal research or study, educational or not-for-profit
purposes without prior permission or charge, provided:

• The authors, title and full bibliographic details is credited in any copy;
• A hyperlink and/or URL is included for the original metadata page; and
• The content is not changed in any way.

For more information, including our policy and submission procedure, please
contact the Repository Team at: E.mailbox@hud.ac.uk.

http://eprints.hud.ac.uk/



Making is 
Connecting…

This action research is the start of a project to investigate the value 

of ‘making’ to promote ‘thinking’. The project aims to explore the 

benefits of integrating creative activity which involves ‘physical 

making’ into sessions for a range of learner groups in the post-

compulsory sector. Questionnaires and focus groups will gather 

qualitative data on whether ‘making’ can improve knowledge 

construction, ideas generation, problem solving, review and 

evaluation. 

Conclusion

Initial findings suggest the process of ‘making’ does not need to be confined to those 
studying in creative subjects. Academic thinking and creative activity can be woven 

together to recognise the value of thinking through making. Making activities (involving 
the use of collage, modelling clay, Lego bricks, construction and craft material for 

example) may allow students in many subjects to ‘communicate a landscape of 
thought in a way not always possible in linear language (Gauntlett 2010:5). As Eisner 

(2007:5) argues, knowledge comes in different forms, the forms of its creation differ 
and it ’is not always reducible to language’. 

‘A longer stretch of thoughtfulness…’

Gauntlett (2010) suggests that thinking, making and then reviewing can lead to a longer period of thinking, ‘a longer 
stretch of thoughtfulness’, and that this will ‘almost certainly lead to deeper thinking’. This echoes the view of Treadaway

(2009:90) who discusses the value in the ‘slowness of making’ to free the mind and that ‘hand making processes that are 

slow to perform facilitate thinking space’. (Wix 2008:219) also suggests that a focus on making helps to go deeper in 
talking, thinking and understanding of ideas, stating that ‘I do best when I can see what I am  talking about’

‘I do best when I can see what I am talking about’

A creative task can give time for thoughts and ideas to emerge and surface. Time can allow a period of incubation for 

unconscious thoughts to develop, the valuable thoughts which according to Csikszentmihalyi (1997:98) ‘simmer below 
the threshold of consciousness for a time’

‘Simmer below the threshold of consciousness for a time’


