H

University of
HUDDERSFIELD

University of Huddersfield Repository

Jones, Adele

Social and Economic Development: Declaration of Mar del Plata and Plan of Action
Original Citation

Jones, Adele (2006) Social and Economic Development: Declaration of Mar del Plata and Plan of
Action. In: Roundtable and Special Session of the CISC: “Good Governance and Development in
the Knowledge-Based Society”, 2nd - 3rd May 2006, Washington D.C.. (Unpublished)

This version is available at http://eprints.hud.ac.uk/id/eprint/9607/

The University Repository is a digital collection of the research output of the
University, available on Open Access. Copyright and Moral Rights for the items
on this site are retained by the individual author and/or other copyright owners.
Users may access full items free of charge; copies of full text items generally
can be reproduced, displayed or performed and given to third parties in any
format or medium for personal research or study, educational or not-for-profit
purposes without prior permission or charge, provided:

* The authors, title and full bibliographic details is credited in any copy;
* A hyperlink and/or URL is included for the original metadata page; and

* The content is not changed in any way.

For more information, including our policy and submission procedure, please
contact the Repository Team at: E.mailbox@hud.ac.uk.

http://eprints.hud.ac.uk/



P e e

ocial'and Economic
Development

Declaration of Mar del Plata and Plan
of Action -

Dr. Adele Jones

University of The West Indies =
A




= Describe the perspective that underpins the
- -approach-taken

= |dentify key elements of the Declaration & Plan of
Action

= Highlight one area of particular concern: youth =
unemployment

= Demonstrate the inter-linkage of-negative social

- e
I'for me fo -
Impediments to develepment

= Pose some questions for discussion
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- Underpinned by the concept of ‘Developmental Social
Work’ - this provides a critical social context for social work
practice in less economically advanced countries

= Development social work Is both embedded within the
processes of development yet also maintains a critical
stance to the ways in which development goals may >

@Tribute towards inequity - ————
M|opmenil IS'not a neutral or benign term and
developmental social work must therefore be critically

reflective of the political, social and cultural implications of
development
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~ = Involves the crmcal review, reformulatlon
—r*'f"___‘

and development of social work methods to
accommodate indigenous perspectives

= |t provides a mandate to

=address the social, cultural and economic
ﬂactors that contribute to under-development -

T —
AlEsStiates Bﬁi@rﬁm justice In the'
levement of development goals
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= This concept coheres in large part with the
~ philosophy and principles of the Declaration and
Plan of Action of Mar del Plata

= Provides the lens through which my perspective :
on social and economic development Is

constructed. For example, the Declaration talks of

%miuding vulnerable groups:.in efforts,tp__rgjg_e!_"

WMMHMM these
PS be placed at the forefront
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T;W'tmg decent jobs
- Improving working conditions
= Eradicating gender discrimination
= Eliminating child labour

- Endlng forced work

WW"""
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__= Human Rights™
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- Tackling HIV-AIDS and other health iIssues
= Primary & Secondary School Education
= Strengthening Health Systems

- PoIicz Development i

iy




= Social Exclusion

= Border ISsues:
— Drug Trafficking —
— Human Trafficking
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“ To reduce youth unemployment and
significantly lower the percentage of

young people that neither study nor. work. -
We shall target [these] programs, In

Earticulgr, towards youths that are most

on - Creating Decent Work

pt.3)

el




- e - : - go— -
—— ——— = -~ — = S—— > s G - " < -

: -L|Re In most parts of the World unemployment In the
J—-—-(C-artbbean-ls-prlmarlly a youth phenomenon

= Across countries in the Caribbean, youth unemployment
rates double to quadruple the adult rates (40-60% of the
unemployed -youth comprise 20-30% of the labour force). .

= According to World Development Indicators, from 1996-98,
St. Lucia had the highest unemployment rate in the
Americas and the Caribbean, closely followed by Jamaica

ng the countries for which dataiwere avanlabl).-
ibbean- ieatetﬂﬁf*ma Dominica, St.

an e Grenadmes and Jamaica; have the
highest youth unemployment rates.
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Helping You Prepare for Employment Programme (HYPE)
= On the Job Training
= Youth Development and Apprenticeship Centres
= Youth Facilities Development Programme -
= Youth Training and Employment Partnership Programme (YTEPP)
= Civilian Conservation Corps
= Free tertiary education
jert'School Pregramme
atrlc Adoles

2\olo escent I\/Iothers Programme
= School support services
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~ = Increasing social problems with youth in
~ Trinidad.

= The 15 to 24 age group consists of about
270,000 persons.

= 30% of unemployed are young people
- C:u',mlnal activity IS increased because of <

- — S
€IS at Unprecedented levels particularly

among the young
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“T'he challenge Is to sustain higher rates of
growth with equity and social inclusion,
and to generate expanded opportunities,

social investment, and social development”

‘ + (Declaration pt.8) '
w e
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drug-use
HIV-AIDS
Teenage pregnancy
Crime -
Education
Child abuse
youth violence
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= Declining economic trends in some parts of the region limit.
~—_employment opportunities for young people
= Soclal'and cultural factors in the region impede the

development of a healthy and positive labour force

= Specific negative societal conditions both fuel
unemployment and are fuelled by it. These include:

— Early/risky sexual behaviour
olvement.in crime

ey
ubstance abuse
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~ = Nonorlittle.use of contraceptives

= Adolescent - Alarmingly high rate of adolescent pregnancy. About
85 % of children in Jamaica and St. Lucia are born out of wedlock

= Undesired pregnancy — infant abandonment, illegal/dangerous
abortions =

= Risky sexual behavior - Following sub-Saharan Africa, the
Caribbean has the highest HIV-AIDS prevalence rates in the world.
For one-third of all new cases, the disease was contracted when |
helindividualiwas 15-24 years. Out of the 12 countries with the —~f

‘Mghest HIV pre ence in the Latin A nericaand the Ca

LAC) Region; minerare i abkean (World Bank 2000).

Young women are 3 times more vulnerableterinfection than young

men
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: '- Based on hom1C|de rates, the LAC reglon S one of
~regions most heavily affected by violent crime in
the world. (At 22.9 per 100, 000 people in 1990,
homicide rates for the Caribbean were almost
double the world average of 10.7 per 100, 000)

= Young people (age 17 to 30) commit most
offences

I The region has a high rates forweapon andiillegal
s

oung men are the main victims of homicides
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E SuB tance abuse and youth mvolvemeht in drug

~ dealing are significant problems facing at-risk
youth in the Caribbean

= The region also has high consumption rates of
alcohol — this Is linked to the history of'the sugar
plantation, rum-based economies and the ready

availability of rum. 3
tion resultinsss

employme and economic
Use among young

ople (W|th attendant social and nealth problems)
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Social nclusion 21 2l K8ys)
~—poverty & employment

Ifinclusion Is central, then what
are some of the challenges that
may impede the ‘integration™ of
disadvantaged and vulnerable
“.....young people?
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~=__Adolescents (15- 19) WI|| tend to face greater difficulties than young
adults (20-24) for the following reasons

— |ess well informed about the labor market

— regarded as a greater risk by employers

— less able to obtain credit to start a business or acquire skills
— |ess mobile

— Likely to be less educated

= Poverty — may lack access to tools, transportation, appropriate clothing
etc. .

Disadvantaged young Women less likely. to be mtegrated Into,the -
Smainstreamilabe Seleiigen

et 3as 1N high-crime areas — risk prevents programmes
being set up within their communities



= SRllls possesseﬂ dlsadvantaged youth tend not o

= those demanded for employment

= Employers in developing countries require basic literacy
and numeracy skills and increasingly, computer technology
skills. They often also look for ability technical skills and -
practice in disciplined work habits.

= As non- agricultural employment expands within a global
economy, science, technology, mathematics, and foreign
age and'communication skillsyare mcreasmg[y_—"

eSe areas disadvantaged youthlag hehind their
more privileged peers because of their circumstances
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e Young women ever-represented among unpald famlly
- Wwaerkers, part-timers, low-wage-earners, the unemployed.

= These young women at increased risk of being involved In
human and drug trafficking coerced sexual activity and
prostitution .

= However, young women in developing countries are
Increasingly moving into wage employment although they
earn less than their male counterparts

—= st
= [he biggest obstacle to young wo tainingrdecents
| . levelepIing coun nder discrimination
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- Cult ral perceptlons and apprec:latlon of women
-~ pften ‘fixes” them in subordinate positions at the
psychosocial level regardless of the contributions
they may make at the economic level.
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= This creates an invisible but pervasive barrier to
the elimination of discrimination and women's
advancement

eir roles and relatlonshlps with men
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Lo W"é'rnlngs maybe a more Important factor than unemployment | —
— explalnlng the cyclical nature of poverty

i

= Target those least favorably placed in labor markets, (because of
gender, ethnic origin, family background, location, physical or mental
disability, or HIV status) and those working long hours for low pay,
doing unpaid work, or struggling to survive on a city. street.

= Focus should be on youth who are at the greatest disadvantage/most
vulnerable and not only on those who are unemployed
ggregating data— how many unemployed youth are

ﬂg@dvantaged In.marginalized jobs, SPeCI emesTNhlc';MDTm—
: n

slate inte, decentorks tnpaid famil IS, self-employed in
Ky peorly paid wage earners, Worklng in the illegal or
ormal sectors. Also identify iIssues re: gender race, disability.



~Integrating disadvantaged young
people into society and labor
markets must be at the center. of -
policies to Improve access to and

_..guality of employment

P —



—71. The somal CUﬂdltiO'nS under which the most

~ disadvantaged and vulnerable young people live
iIndicate that their priority is to meet ‘lower order
needs’ (survival, food, safety, housing, etc.). -
Their inclusion into the labour force however
requires attention to the higher. goals of self-

‘Gtuallzatlon and intellectual and skill -




2 Cultural fat‘tOTS‘lnﬂuence the regard glven '
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to the status and voices of children and
young people — to what extent might
cultural attitudes in the region aceceunt for
the slow progress in protecting the rights of

éte most vulnerable and disadvantaged
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3 Ih'e |nvo1vement of young people n the drug

— ~trade; the-trafficking of persons, prostitution,
scavenging and other illicit activities are often
viewed as viable means of survival by those who
have few choices. Some of these activities are
lucrative and steeped in risk and danger — all of
which may be regarded as attractive features of
a youth culture. These are not maladaptive

q uigle people on the contrary, they have ~
g 15 21V entinwhich they v live.

live.



N endmg th|§pre§ent | refer you ' back to
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~ the Declaration of Mar del Plata and the
specific commitment made to supporting
“sustainable development policies®

= | suggest that the very definition of

stainability: means that.development
| —
wﬂﬁgﬁméﬁmtred




