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ABSTRACT

This thesis is presented in part fulfilment of the Degree of Doctor of Philosophy at the
University of Huddersfield.

This thesis aims to explore the lives of seventeenth century noble widows in the north of
England. The issues investigated include the demographics of widowhood, economics of
widowhood, charitable activities, noble widows and the law, social networks surrounding
widows and widows’ political interests. Each of these subjects forms a chapter, where

widows’ contribution to each sphere through the seventeenth century is explored and
assessed.

The work also covers wider issues which affected women prior to and during marriage as
they were also relevant to widowhood. Therefore it has been necessary to widen the
scope of research from analyzing women’s lives after the deaths of their husbands.
Similarly, the geographical scope of the research, whilst basically entrenched in the north
of England, extends in response to the variety of widows’ experiences.

The research has required examination of primary source material generated by widows
such as letters, dianies, estate records and account books from institutions such as the
British Library and private libraries such as that at Chatsworth.

The second aim of this thesis 1s to examine more recent attitudes towards seventeenth
century noble widows, encompassing the writings of nineteenth century historians and
contemporary authors. The subject of this study 1s an under researched area and the thesis
highlights the importance of the only part of a noblewoman’s life that was lived as an
independent individual. By scrutinising the secondary source matenal, challenging and
criticizing general arguments proposed by other wrters, debate upon the subject should
be increased and new i1deas expressed. Despite the social, legal, economic and political
changes which took place throughout the seventeenth century, noble widows remained
influential figures within the contexts of family, household and society as they exploited
legal loopholes or accepted conventions 1n order to further their individual aims.

This study advances the understanding of women’s history by focussing on a neglected
aspect of the subject, provides a new viewpoint for regional history and stimulates 1deas
for further academic debate.
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INTRODUCTION.

This study examines the role of noble widows with interests in the north of England, throughout the
seventeenth century. It is an examination of the roles of widows during a time of political and social

change through their relationships with family, friends, political figures and society as a whole. By tl

means, the ongins and impact of their influence can be assessed.

The availability, or otherwise, of primary source material renders the actions of seventeenth
century noblewomen mysterious. The scarcity ot evidence compared with that for male
counterparts means that the historian is confronted with a fractured and disjointed picture of female
experience of the period. The destruction of the records of the Courts of Wards and Liveries, 1n
particular, means that widows’ experiences in lobbying for custody of their under-age children are
lost. Similarly, the limited survival of material from the Court ot Star Chamber renders the record
of women’s experiences within the judicial system incomplete. This, coupled with the loss or
absence of personal correspondence, renders some women such as Elizabeth Rhodes, wite of
Thomas Wentworth earl of Strafford, a key political figure ot Caroline politics, mute. Estate
records often give the minutiae of income and expenditure, but are often incomplete and may not
exist for the full extent of a widow’s holdings. It is therefore important to note that the official
records and transactions of law courts and government departments, for example, do not tell the
whole story. The channels of influence used by women were often unofficial and the product of
personal contact, so their letters and diaries are just as important in terms of assessing the success

of litigation for example. More personal information can be gleaned from investigating widows’



wills, although, again, not all survive. The people and chattels mentioned in the widow’s final
dispersal of property (or even those who were not) indicate a flow of wealth and favour to family,
friends and servants. The diversity of source material is apparent when it is considered that even

the tombs in which the women are laid to rest reflect their interests, families and sense of

matriarchy.

Increased 1nterest in women’s history has led to the start of a wider discussion of how the
changing political climate affected aristocratic women. Biographies such as Sarah Gristwood’s
study of Arbella Stuart focus upon individuals, but do not ignore the wider world of
seventeenth century political, economic and cultural phenomena.' Another recent trend has
been 1nvestigations into the role of women during the English Civil Wars, with both Alison
Plowden and Stevie Davies writing books aimed at academic and popular audiences.” Such
interest in women’s history has led to the wider availability of primary sources, for example
diaries, such as those of Lady Anne Clitford, in published format.” However, there is still a

need for a wider ranging study, focussing upon widows as a collective section of society, to

1. S. Gristwood, Arbella: England’s Lost Queen (London, 2003).
2. A. Plowden, Women all on Fire: The Women of the English Civil War (Stroud,1998); S. Davies,

Unbridled Spirits: Women of the English Revolution (London, 1998).

3. D. J. H. Clifford (ed.), The Diaries of Lady Anne Clifford (Stroud, 1990).



complement studies of individual lives and to examine the whole century, rather than just the

Civil War years.

By investigating the different spheres of interest which formed the noble widow’s world, and
how the women responded, it is possible to plot the changing nature of widowhood itself. The
worlds of politics, economics, social networks and the law were disparate, and thus have their
own chapters 1n this thesis, in order to distinguish the different general fields. However, they
also overlapped, particularly in terms of kinship, patronage and the strength of family
influence, and no one area can be examined in isolation from the others. Nowhere was this
more true than 1n the field of politics, with women expected to act as a conduit for power and
influence for the betterment of their own kindred and their husband’s families. This could be
through actively trying to influence an electorate to vote for one ot their relations, or it could
take the form of political influence upon the sovereign. The widows 1n this study served three
female monarchs, Elizabeth I, Mary II, and in the eighteenth century Anne. As members of the
Royal Household they were not without influence, and contemporary politicians responded as
such. Although the end of the seventeenth century coincided with the rise of political parties,
these were also centred around kinship networks, within which women continued to play an

active and vigorous role prior to the appearance of the political hostess.



Women's roles during the English Civil Wars cannot be ignored, with each widow having
strong political convictions and possibly surprising roles during the conflict. Yet the
historiography of the wars remains a study of masculine interests. Hill has outlined some of the
possible causes of the contlict, elaborating that different authors have highlighted such diverse
origins as 'the struggle for constitutional and religious liberty', 'the rise of the gentry', or
conversely 'the decline of the gentry'.* Other authors stress the imposition of taxation such as
ship money, highlighting the complexity of the breakdown between Crown and Parliament and
the policies of Arminianism and Laudianism, with their Popish associations.” Yet despite their
role in espionage and ‘behind the scenes’ networking, women have not been admitted to the

historiography of the Civil Wars by, for example, Whig, Marxist or Revisionist historians.

Linked to the political issues of the seventeenth century were religious matters. The
Elizabethan Church Settlement and the Reformation in general seem to have been applied in a
tentative fashion in the north of England. The Ecclesiastical Commission was established at

York in order to exercise jurisdiction in religious matters. However, Tyler argues ‘in all

4. C. Hill, Puritanism and Revolution: Studies in Interpretation of the English Revolution of the Seventeenth-
Century (London, 1958); R.C.Richardson, The Debate on the English Revolution (London, 1977).
5. See for example, A. Fletcher, The Outbreak of the English Civil War (London, 1981); S. Baskerville, Not Peace

but a Sword: The Political Theology of the English Revolution (London, 1993).



circumstances the Ecclesiastical Commissioners at York took the line of least resistance and
never forced an issue with the recusant body if it could help it.”® Furthermore, a biographer of
Archbishop Hutton of York claims ‘it was the fragility of the Protestant hold on the mass of the
English people and the ever present threat of Rome that were to form the dominant concerns of
Hutton’s career.”’ The Ecclesiastical Commission worked with the Council of the North, the
monarch’s representative authority in the north of England in order to maintain good
governance. Lake also argues, ‘in the Lord President of the North, the earl of Huntingdon,
Hutton had the pertect lay counterpart’. Thus despite the lay and secular authorities working in

concert to enact the church settlements, Catholicism was never eradicated in the north of

England and women had a role to play in it’s survival.®

The Protestant settlements of the sixteenth century were difficult to enforce in the north of
England and women continued to pursue charitable aims which had religious overtones that

might have been acceptable prior to the Reformation. It is difficult to analyze the impact of the

6. P. Tyler, ‘The Importance of the Ecclesiastical Commission at York’, Northern History, 1 (1967), 27-44; See

also J.A. Hilton, ‘Catholicism in Elizabethan Northumberland’, History, xi, (1977), 44-58.

7. P. Lake, ‘Matthew Hutton: A Puritan Bishop?’ History, cxiv (1979), 182-204; Matthew Hutton, Bishop ot

Durham 1589-1595 and Archbishop of York 1595-1606.

8. Ibid, p. 188.



Reformation upon women. Warnicke argues that the education of elite women such as
Princess Mary Tudor under Humanist principles during the early sixteenth century was
followed by a declining interest in educating women during the reigns of Elizabeth I and
James.” A further undermining of female authority may have come with the abolition of

nunneries. Certainly, some members of the Royal family and upper nobility such as Elizabeth |
and her step-mother Catherine Parr were well educated."” Yet despite these apparent setbacks,

women were capable of forming their own opinions about which form of worship they wished
to follow (irrespective of their husbands’ views), were still important charitable benetactresses
and formed an important part of the Catholic underworld, celebrating mass and hiding priests.
Conversely, some widows were also keen adherents of the Protestant faith, for example

Charlotte de 1la Tremouille. As will be demonstrated, this was an aspect of her life which had

implications in terms of her political and social position.

9. R. Warnicke, Women of the English Renaissance and Reformation (Westport: Conneticut, 1983), pp. 36, 154,
194 & 208.

10. It is perhaps worth noting that Catherine Parr was preceded as queen by the barely literate Catherine Howard
& those English wives of Henry VIII who acquired reputations for scholarship (Anne Boleyn and Catherine Parr)
did so within the Royal households of France & England. See E. Ives, Anne Boleyn (Oxtord, 1986) and S. E.

James, Kateryn Parr: The Making of a Queen (Aldershot: Ashgate, 1999).
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The legal and economic issues surrounding marriage and widowhood have been examined in
great detail, for example by Laurence Stone, Lloyd Bonfield and John Habbakuk.'' However,
these authors have confronted the issue of one aspect of widows’ rights from the point of view
of the male landowners whose interests formed one part of a complex equation. In Bonfield’s
book, widows do not even merit an entry in the index and his legal focus is upon the settlement
at the beginning of marriage rather than implications later on for the widowed woman. By
attempting to explain marriage settlements in terms of reconciling landowners’ right of
freedom of alienation with the patriarchal structure of traditional inheritance, Bonfield misses
out the involvement of mothers, grandmothers and other widows in negotiating marriage
settlements. Stone also adopts a patriarchal focus upon his studies of the aristocracy, regarding
widows as financial burdens upon a landed estate, generally sidelining their role and failing to
explain that, by acting as guardians to minors, they saved landholdings from years of neglect
and may have established or re-established familial dynastic prestige. Women, and, as some
of them ultimately became, widows, were very involved with the legal aspects of land holding
and were sources of dynastic wealth. Far from being passive transmitters of landed wealth from

one family to another, some of the wealthier widows such as Alice Spencer, Margaret Russell

11. L. Stone, The Crisis of the Aristocracy, 1558-1641 (Oxtord, 1965), Family and Fortune (Oxford, 1973); L.
Bonfield, Marriage Settlements 1601-1740 (Cambridge, 1983); H. J. Habbakuk, ‘Marriage Settlements in the

Eighteenth Century’, Transactions of the Royal Historical Society, 4th Series, xxxi1 (1950), 15-30.



and Elizabeth Hardwick defined their own brand of matriarchy through the descent of

property accumulated by a woman, or passed to women through the right of inheritance. Yet,
the presence of women in the masculine-orientated (both in terms of authorship and focus)
historiography is negligible. Fletcher, for example, purports to write about gender issues
between the years 1500-1800."* However, his work relating to jointure covers a few lines
commenting on male honour and whilst identifying the key stages in a woman’s life as ‘maid,

wife and widow’, widowhood is dismissed as period of retirement to ‘a dower house on the

%

estate.” " In many cases, widowhood was not simply a gentle retirement into prosperous

obscurity as Fletcher seems to imply and it is the purpose of this study to challenge such
interpretations. For some women who form part of this study, changing economic fortunes
exacerbated by Civil War or the processes of the courts taking decades to reach inconclusive
decisions meant financial uncertainty. In other cases, to sustain constant legal pressure upon
male relatives required a great deal of tenacity, friends in the right places and cash. Yet, as the
century progressed there were increasing numbers of members of the peerage (see table

number one) and, consequently, noble widows. However, this was not always reflected in

12 . A. Fletcher, Gender, Sex and Subordination in England 1500-1800 (New Haven: Yale University Press,

1995).

13. Ibid, pp. 144 & 403.

11



terms of their presence in the law courts, which declined throughout the seventeenth century,

a phenomenon which is examined in the appropriate chapter.

The political, economic and legal interests of widows were only part of the entirety of their
social networks. Cultural patronage was important to them (and even more so to those who
received 1t), and included literary, artistic and scientific endeavours. For those who
approached a widow for patronage, either as established recipients or as a speculative
venture, tamily links were still important. Edmund Spenser naturally approached Alice,
Elizabeth and Anne Spencer on the basis of a shared surname. As outlined earlier, patronage
links of individual women have been examined, but in terms of individuals rather than
shared experiences. The networks surrounding a widow were complex and diverse, shifting

as her lite changed. This study examines the networks around widows throughout their lives,

as widowhood was not a state entered into in isolation from marriage or childhood.

The male-dominated historiography of the seventeenth century contrasts with work
concentrating upon the medieval period and the eighteenth century. Leyser has written about

the role of medieval women in general, and devotes an entire chapter to widows.'* Archer &

14. H. Leyser, Medieval Women: A Social History of Women in England 450-1500 (London, 1995), p.p. 168-
186:; For more about medieval women see E. E. Power, Medieval Women (London, 1975); J. Hall (ed.) The
Cultural Patronage of Medieval Women (Athens: University of Georgia Press, 1996); L. E. Mitchell, Portraits
of Medieval Women: Family, Marriage and Politics in England 1225-1350 (Basingstoke, 2003); D. Wood
(ed.), Women and Religion in Medieval England (Oxtord, 2003); P. Statford and A. B. Mulder-Bakker,

Gendering the Middle Ages (Oxtford, 2003).

12



Rosenthal have also investigated medieval noble widows in the specific fields of economics,
administration, politicians and as war widows."” The historiography of the eighteenth century
1s also mindful of widows, as they are well represented in books by Hill, Tadmor, Sweet and
Lane who focus upon women’s experiences and connections during the eighteenth-century.'
The gap 1n the historiography represented by seventeenth century widows is therefore
surprising. The women whose widowhoods torm this study were active and influential
politicians, litigators, plaintitts, negotiators, landholders, industrialists and patronesses. They

achieved this through property transactions, economic aggrandisement, kinship networks,

15. R. Archer, ‘Rich Old Ladies: The Problem of Late Medieval Dowagers’, in A. J. Pollard (ed.), Property and
Politics: Essays in Later Medieval History (Gloucester, 1984), pp. 15-35; R. Archer, "Women as [Landholders
and Administrators in the Later Middle Ages’, in P. J. P. Goldberg (ed.), Woman is a Worthy Wight: Women in

English Society 1200-1500 (Stroud, 1992), pp. 149-181; J. Rosenthal, ‘Other Victims: Peeresses as War

Widows 1450-1500°, History, 1xxii (1987), 213-230.

16. N. Tadmor, Family and Friends in Eighteenth Century England (Cambrdge, 2001); B. Hill, Women, Work

and Politics in Eighteenth century England (Oxford, 1999), pp. 240-258; R. Sweet and P. Lane, Women and

Urban Life in Eighteenth Century England: On the Town (Aldershot, 2003).

13



litigation and by being able to adapt to changing circumstances when the need arose, for

example during the Inter-regnum."’

17. 1 would like to thank Dr Tim Thornton for his guidance & suggestions throughout the preparation of the text.

14
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THE DEMOGRAPHY OF WIDOWHOOD.

The basis of this study is a core sample of widows, illustrated by the table opposite. The sample
was culled from the Complete Peerage; all the widows were married to men whose families
were members of the nobility and held land in the northern English counties of Cheshire,

Lancashire, Yorkshire, Westmorland, Cumberland and Northumberland.

The women are listed in alphabetical order of their peerage titles. The widows are also listed,
and are referred to throughout the study, under the names they were given at birth. This is in
order to clarify who 1s being referred to. As can be seen from the table, three generations of
women could be reterred to at any time as Elizabeth Percy, two countesses of Northumberland
and their grand-daughter/daughter. Thus, by referring to them by their individual birth names
they can be easily identified. The two Elizabeth Darcies can be identified individually by their

peerage titles, Lady Lumley and Countess Rivers.

When a woman married more than one northern peer (for example, Frances Seymour married
viscount Molyneux and the earl of Darcy), they are listed under their earliest title, and their
widowhood is dated from the date of the death of the first peer they marrnied. It a woman was
previously married to a man who was not a member of the nobility, for example Anne
Packington, countess of Chesterfield, she is referred to by her title and birth name; for the
purposes of this study the date of widowhood is taken from the death of the peer. For those
who married men who were not peers after the death of their noble husband, such as Elizabeth
Wriothesley, countess of Northumberland, they are reterred to in the text by their birth name

and title. Widowhood is dated from the death of their noble husband, for the purposes of this

study.



16
Two women 1n this study, Katharine Wotton and Elizabeth Darcy were granted life peerages
in their own right, but this study does not include those titles, which were put under attainder,
such as that of Westmorland. Peerages granted to an eldest son of another peer, such as the
carldom of Ogle, son of the duke of Newcastle have been included, but not courtesy titles such
as Lords Talbot and Elland, sons of the Earl of Shrewsbury and Marquess of Halifax

respectively, as they are not peerage titles.

In terms ot timescale, the noblemen themselves may have died in the sixteenth century and
their widows survived in to the seventeenth; or the husband may have died in the seventeenth

century and the widow survived into the eighteenth. Either way all or a part of widowhood took

place in the seventeenth century.

Although it could be argued that their spouses are defining the women in this study, the deaths
of their noble husbands heralded an era of active independence for many of them, enabling

them to be judged by their own actions.
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THE ECONOMICS OF WIDOWHOOD.

Theoretically, the right of widows to claim either jointure or dower from their husband’s
estates was well established by 1600. The financial arrangements made for a woman’s
widowhood were made in advance of her marriage and established at the same time as her
marital income and responsibilities. At her marriage, a woman’s family paid an agreed amount
of money known as portion to the husband’s family. This would then be used to purchase land,
which would provide an income tor the couple and their family during the marriage, and, if
necessary, support the widow after the death of her husband. This income paid after the
husband’s death was jointure or dower, and as such, was inalienable from the husband’s estate.
He could of course hold other land which did not form part of his wite’s dower or jointure
entitlement. As Erickson has explained, ‘the basis of coverture was ostensibly an economic
exchange. The bride’s portion was exchanged for her maintenance during marriage, for the
eroom’s responsibility for her contracts and for a guarantee of subsistence during
widowhood.’'® Therefore, the economics of widowhood were considered long before a woman
actually became widowed; furthermore, with the adoption of the Strict Settlement towards the

end of the seventeenth century, a bride’s portion was established even before her birth, at her

18. A. L. Erickson, Women and Property in Early Modern England (London, 1995), p. 100.
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parent’s marriage. A widow’s position of legal independence is in contrast with her

economic dependency upon other members of her family or trustees. Thus, any examination of

widows’ fiscal interests must take into account the unique dynamics of each family; the

widow's relationship with her son, step-son, son-in-law or brother-in-law was always important
to the prompt payment or otherwise of jointure. Remarriage and inheritance disputes could
complicate and polarise family relationships, influencing jointure claims. The Civil War caused
financial hardship for all Royalist families, and the sequestration of estates, burden of
supporting armies and the dependency for income upon the judgements of local committees
(with their jealousies and territorial grievances), exacerbated problems already faced by
widows. Their situation was not helped after the Restoration of Charles II, when more women
were given the rights to protits from government activities. This meant that the scope of
widows’ financial interests expanded into the world of politics, as their economic world

became directly linked to the efficiency or otherwise of government officials rather than family

members.

Much work has been undertaken on the subject of portion / jointure ratio and the implications
of inflation upon widow’s jointure income. However, it remains true that it is difficult to track
down the amounts paid in portion and therefore what income was expected 1n jointure or

dower. Examples such as Charlotte de la Tremouille, a French bride who married the earl of
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Derby and allegedly brought a portion of £24 000, are rare. Laurence Stone has argued that

the average portion increased fivefold between 1580 and 1725, from £2000 to £9 700, but some
members of the peerage were offering £10 000 between 1625 and 1649."” Stone also claims
that the rati0 of portion to jointure shifted from about 5 : 1 in 1485 to 10 : 1 in the early
eighteenth century, thus forcing fathers to pay more for their daughter’s maintenance. The
impact of this economic shift did not simply reflect upon women as the recipients of portion,
but also providers. As mothers, widows negotiated portions for their own daughters and

egranddaughters. It 1s difficult to question this as correspondence about portion and jointure has

not survived in sutficient quantities trom the sample to draw specific conclusions, but it is

possible to examine the i1ssues surrounding marriage and make more general statements about

the dealings 1involved.

The financial settlements themselves were often a source of conflict between the tamilies of the
bride and groom. Arguably, as far as financial matters went, the bride’s father (or whoever was
negotiating in her behalf, and this could have been her widowed mother) would want to part
with as little portion as possible, whilst the groom’s father would want to provide as small a
jointure as possible, yet acquire as large a portion as possible. Negotiations could be further

hampered by a lack of spare cash, particularly if there were several daughters to find portions

19. Stone, Crisis, p. 639.
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for. Whoever conducted the business, arrangements could take a long time and cause

exasperation. Other factors such as personal affection, status of the family, and the position of
the daughter within the family hierarchy could affect the amount of portion paid. Whilst Alice
Spencer’s father Sir John was an incredibly wealthy man, a contemporary dismissed Alice’s
status as ‘the daughter of a mean knight,” emphasizing her social incompatibility with her
husband, Ferdinando, future Earl of Derby.*’ This ‘mean knight’ was able to marry his three
youngest daughters into the aristocracy, and, although the amount paid by Sir John Spencer in
portion 1s unknown, Alice was the youngest, made the most socially advantageous marriage
and was able to demand a greater income than any previous countess dowager of Derby.*’
Considering that her mother-in-law was Margaret Clifford, great-granddaughter of Henry VII,
Alice Spencer must have felt certain of her family’s financial contribution to warrant

demanding such consideration.

Later 1n the seventeenth century, during the lifetime of Henry Cavendish, duke of Newcastle,
the marriages of his children, Henry, Margaret and Catherine caused him much concern. Sir

John Reresby wrote of the duke,

20. M. A. E. Green (ed.), CSPD, 1580-1625 (London, 1872), p. 13s.

21. B. Coward, The Stanleys, Lords Stanley and Earls of Derby, 1385-1672 (Chetham Society, 3rd series, cxxxii,

1983), p.45.
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as to his giving his daughter Lady Catherine to my Lord Elland, I found him infinitely
averse to 1t, upon the subject of having to pay ready money for a portion. He told me his
duchess was more against i1t than himself... However, at the last he told me the thing might not

be impossible in a little time 1f Lord Halifax [father of Lord Elland] would take £9000 of his

money and an assignment of £6000 due to him from the King; but he would first see Lord

Elland for he had heard he was very debauched.”

It would appear from this extract that the duke thought longer and harder about the financial
implications of his daughter’s potential bridegroom than his character; Lady Catherine herselt
married Lord Thanet, so the negotiations with Halifax came to nothing. After the death of the
duke, his widow, Frances Pierrepont, attended to the details of the marriage of her youngest

daughter Arabella to Lord Spencer. In July 1694, she wrote to an agent involved with the

marriage settlement,

it is more than satisfactory to me to find that Lord Spencer’s character both for sobriety and all

qualifications in a young man are such as are rarely met with in this age. As a parent I cannot

22. A. J. Browning (ed.), The Memoirs of Sir John Reresby, second edition (London, 1991), p. 218.
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but desire to know what settlements Lord Sunderland (Lord Spencer’s father) is prepared to

23
make.

This extract contrasts with that above written by her husband fourteen years earlier, as the
dowager duchess reversed the priorities of finance and character. Such an attitude was

displayed by Elizabeth Percy’s mother, Elizabeth Wriothesley when Frances Pierrepont raised
the issue of their children’s marriage. Although Elizabeth Percy lived with her grandmother,
the Cavendishes must have communicated with her mother, Elizabeth Wriothesley, about a
potential marriage. In an undated reply, the younger dowager Lady Northumberland
acknowledged the potential groom’s wealth and personal qualities, but was keen to stress that
her daughter’s happiness was of paramount importance, and when she was old enough would
be free to choose for herself with the advice of friends.** Cavendish did correspond with the
elder dowager, Elizabeth Howard for some years prior to Elizabeth Percy’s marriage, and his
motives will be examined below. A reply to him from Elizabeth Howard does not survive

until 1678 when arrangements for the marriage were already underway and she appointed Lord

23. F. H. B. Daniell (ed.), Royal Commission for Historical Manuscripts, Portland MSS, 11, (London, 1893), p.

168.

24. Nottingham, Nottingham University Library, Portland MSS, PWL 207.
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Essex and Mr Gee to transact the business side of the arrangement.> For Charlotte de la

Tremouille, Countess Dowager of Derby, the need to repair family fortunes after the Civil War
contrasted with her desire that her daughter Catherine should be happy. James, Earl of Derby
had been executed 1n 1651 and government officials had confiscated some of the family
estates. Describing Lord Dorchester, her future son-in-law, she explained, ‘I was very far from
thinking of such a marriage in our poverty, or indeed of any marriage. He is sensible, clever,
accomplished and rich, having fourteen thousand a year, his brothers and sisters provided for
and money 1n his purse.’26 Three months after the wedding Countess Charlotte wrote, ‘1 have
not made her so happy as I expected. I was led to hope for better things: but what consoles me
is that she behaves with admirable wisdom and patience.” When it came to the marriage of one
of her other daughters, Henrietta Maria, Countess Charlotte was more optimistic, writing, "I
have every reason to hope for the greatest comfort from it, he being a very worthy man, who
has an unbounded affection as well as the highest esteem for his wife; she 1s I think very

happy.’*” Lady Catherine’s unhappy experiences may have encouraged her mother to look for

25. Nottingham, Nottingham University Library, Portland M35, PWL 199.

26. H.Guizot de Witt, The Lady of Latham: Being the Life and Original Letters of Charlotte de la Tremouille,

Countess of Derby (London, 1869), p. 210.

27. 1Ibid., p. 216.



34

other qualities than a tull purse for her other two daughters, despite the Stanleys’ own

precarious financial situation.

It would appear from this evidence that women particularly felt strongly about the need for
compatibility within marriage, yet still recognised the financial implications behind matrimony.
The portion and jointure system remained an important constituent of marriage, throughout the
seventeenth century. After all, personal feelings of love and affection between married couples
could change, but when divorce remained unavailable even to the nobility, the end of a

marriage only being possible by the death of one partner, the right to jointure remained

constant.

The duke of Newcastle’s business attitude also became apparent in his unsuccessful venture to
aggrandise his Cavendish family estates by marrying the heiress Elizabeth Percy to his son, the
Earl of Ogle. He committed a large amount of money to attracting Elizabeth and her guardian,
Elizabeth Howard, dowager Countess of Northumberland, promising £2000 worth of jointure.
Such a business plan went spectacularly wrong for Newcastle when his son died childless, 18
months after the wedding, in 1680, at the age of seventeen, leaving Elizabeth Percy to enjoy
her Cavendish jointure and her own Percy inheritance until 1722. Another marriage which

took place as a business arrangement was that of Elizabeth Cranfield and Edmund Sheffield,
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future Earl of Mulgrave, in 1631. Upton claims that the portion due at the time of the

marriage would cancel out the debt owed by Sheffield’s grandfather, the then Earl of Mulgrave,
to Elizabeth’s father.”® This would not therefore create an estate for the young couple nor
provide an income for Elizabeth Cranfield during her widowhood. Clearly, the idea was that in
time the financial pressure upon the Shettield family finances would be reduced, and at least
one large debt eradicated. However, difficulties with the estate remained, proving problematic
when Elizabeth Cranfield was widowed. In 1668, a statement of her legal right to certain
profits from alum mines pointed out, ‘Sir John Monson, the sole surviving trustee of the late
earl has made an i1l bargain which will much reduce the pro’fits..’29 In actual fact the problems

were compounded by the existence of two dowager lady Mulgraves, as Marianna Irwin, wite of

the troublesome grandfather, lived until 1676.

In order for the plans outlined above to work as the patriarchs intended, the young earls had to
outlive their wives and preferably father children; for the Cavendish family to appropriate the
Percy inheritance and so that the estates did not have to support a widow. In both cases, the

marriages for financial reasons brought greater problems for the bridegroom’s families, such

28. A. Upton, Sir Arthur Ingram (Oxtord, 1961), p. 222.

29. M. A. E. Green, F. H. B. Daniell, and F. Bickley (eds.), CSPD, of the Reign of Charles 11, 1667-68, (London,

1893), p. 408.
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gambling by dukes and earls could be easily thwarted by demography, the early death of a
son followed by the longevity of his widow alienating the very fortune they were hoping for.
Both the Cavendish and Shettield families saw the widows remarry and potentially transfer

their share of the estate profits into the hands of other men, that is, their new husbands.

In 1604, Sir Willhlam Wentworth wrote a document giving advice to his son Thomas, the future

first earl of Strafford. He suggested,

for her jointure let it be not too large, lest your heir feel the smart and a second husband the
sweet of that gross oversight...if you think she deserve and need it, enlarge her jointure, yet in
any case for no longer time than she remain a widow. Ever remembering that after your death,
yea though she may be wise and well given, she is most like to be the wife of a stranger and
peradventure no friend to your house. Therefore if you be wise, make your son your executor
and deal with her as liberally as you think by legacy, wherein consult with some aged faithful

friend...Let her jointure be separated from your heir’s lands, if it may be, so as occasion of

contention may be cut off...>"

Therefore, Sir William advised strict financial segregation of the heir’s estates and the

widow’s entitlement. He also obviously feared that a remarriage of the widow would

30.J. P. Cooper (ed.), The Wentworth Papers, Camden Society, 4th Series, Xi1 (London, 1973), p. 20.
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automatically mean that her new husband would enjoy profits from what were after all
Wentworth tamily estates. Although Sir William argued that once a woman had remarried, she
no longer considered the interests of the <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>